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For the first time since Anzac cere-
monies began in 1916, the public
commemoration of Anzac Day was
cancelled this year. While the Dawn
Service was held as usual at the
War Memorial in Canberra, social
distancing and quarantine regula-
tions meant it was without the usual
crowd of up to 30,000 people.

The emergence of the COVID-19
pandemic three months ago and the
resulting restrictions on public gath-
erings has meant the cancellation of
all major public events.

In Braidwood, despite the tradi-
tional Dawn Service and mid-morn-
ing march being cancelled, around
10 people gathered at the flag in
Ryrie Park at dawn, observing so-
cial distancing restrictions, while
RSL sub-branch secretary, Chris
Nelson, lowered the flag.

Bruce Keeley, sitting on his ve-
randah opposite the war memorial
said that since early morning there
had been a steady stream of people,
locals and visitors, stopping to lay

wreaths or flowers, or simply to
pay their respects. 

Several homes around town dis-
played flags at their gates and the
bakery had placed candles and
large paper poppies in the win-
dows. The flag at the hospital flew
at half-mast and staff had arranged
a tribute at its base.

At 11.00am the church bells
pealed and Mr Nelson raised the
flag in the park, signalling the end
to the formalities.

There was a similar observance
of the occasion at Majors Creek,
where a small group gathered and
the flag lowered and the Last Post
played.

In Canberra the Dawn Service
was live-streamed while the RSL,
in partnership with NewsCorp,
asked people stand at their front
gates at 5.55am with a candle or
using a downloaded ‘virtual can-
dle’ on their mobile phones, to ob-
serve a minute’s silence. The
public was also encouraged to film

themselves reciting the ode in their
homes and then post it online.  

During the Spanish flu pandemic
a century ago, however, there was
none of the technology we enjoy
now, and posting online was an un-
known concept.

In 1919, the service at the Sydney
Cenotaph was held with public at-
tendance, but authorities deemed it
wise to postpone the march for a
month due to the risk of contagion.  

Outside Sydney, the approach
differed from place to place. ANU
Professor of History, Frank Bon-
giorno, writes that, “Anzac Day
was commemorated at Lismore,
notwithstanding that the town had
seen several serious cases of in-
fluenza and, in the week before
Anzac Day, the deaths of two men.
At Grafton, thousands enjoyed a
soldiers’ carnival. And in the other
states, there were few signs of dif-
ficulty.”

The Adelaide Advertiser reported
on 26 April that, “Adelaide was gay

with flags from end to end, and the
trains and tramcars brought thou-
sands of people into the central city
to view the procession of soldiers.”

In Brisbane, despite heavy rain,
the march, according to one news-
paper report, “was lined with thou-
sands of people”.

In 2020, in perfect autumn
weather, Braidwood and regional
people maintained the spirit of na-
tional togetherness and respect. 

No distance rules
for the heart
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[left] Jo Wilson pays her respects at
the Braidwood war memorial.
[above] Majors Creek Anzac Day on
a beautiful autumn morning where a
small group gathered in the grounds
of St Stephens Church.  The Australian
flag was raised and the Last Post
sounded.
More Anzac pics on page 6.

Robin Tennant-Wood —
Anzac Day 2020

COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
Th: 8° 13° 90%
Fr: 3° 7° 20%
Sat: 1° 10° 0%
Sun: 1° 15° 0%



Dear Changing Times,
My name is Gayle Byth and I live
in Brisbane. A few years ago I
bought an Anzac poppy from
Poppy Park in Sydney. 

The Poppy I received was Fran-
cis Ernest Jensen a World War I
Second Lieutenant who died from
wounds in Gallipoli 1915. 

I am aware that his great grand-
son travelled to Gallipoli for the
100th year commemorations and I
think the Braidwood Times covered
the story. 

His name is Mark Keys and wife
Germaine. I was wondering if you
could make contact so I can for-
ward the Poppy to his family? I am
willing to give out my mobile on re-
quest. Thank you and hope you can
help. My email address is
bythy01@bigpond.com
Editor’s reply
Good news Gayle, we found the
story from April 29 2015 and we
hope one of our current readers may
be able to assist.
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The Braidwood Life Centre is facil-
itating the construction of raised
garden beds for people in bushfire-
affected areas where the soil itself
has been burnt.

Several areas in our region were
burnt more than once during the
summer fire period, and in some
places the fires were so intense that
the organic matter in the soil burnt,
leaving only the mineral compo-
nent. This is not conducive for plant
growth. While the soil is rehabili-
tating, raised beds will provide an
alternative for building new gar-
dens.

Centre Co-ordinator for the Life
Centre, Maria Bakas, has liaised
with the Braidwood Men’s Shed to
arrange the construction of the
beds. This is proposed to com-
mence once the men can start meet-
ing again once the social distancing
restrictions are eased.

On soil rehabilitation, soil scien-
tist, Dr Jessica Drake, formerly of
the ANU and Monash University
and now working in regional Vic-
toria, advises that the three compo-
nents necessary are organic matter,
water and plants. Dr Drake suggests
composting and mulching the soil
where it has burnt and planting with
green mulch crops. She said that the
forecast of a La Niña winter bodes

well for rainfall over the coming
months and where possible, plant-
ing hardy plants will assist in hold-
ing the soil together while the
organic matter can be absorbed and
integrated.

The Life Centre has also been ac-
tive in ensuring that isolated and
vulnerable people in our commu-
nity are kept supplied with gro-
ceries and other requirements
during this period. Ms Bakas said
she has concerns about the ongoing
recovery in our community from
the double-whammy of the fires
and the virus, but sees this is a po-
tential opportunity for the commu-
nity to explore ways of sharing
resources and ensuring future re-
silience.

Anyone who needs assistance at
this time is urged to call the Life
Centre on 0437989993. Within the
limits of social distancing volun-
teers will respond to need or co-or-
dinate with another party to
respond.

Braidwood Life Centre
gets down to earth
Maria Bakas

“The only constant in life is
change.” Heraclitus

The past five months have been a
time of tremendous change in our
region. It seems like eons have
passed since the North Black Range
bushfire erupted to the east of town
and threw us into a summer of anx-
iety, uncertainty and, for many,
heartbreak. 

The much longed-for rain put out
the fires but we barely had a chance
to take a deep breath and assess the
changes in our post-fire lives when
the coronavirus emerged and
brought with it a new set of
changes. But while the new restric-

tions and requirements have forced
us to change our ‘normal’ lives,
they have also brought us the op-
portunity to pause. 

With many workplaces closed,
people working from home, chil-
dren staying home from school and
most of us in self-isolation, we’re
finding ourselves in an unfamiliar
place: our own homes and our own
heads. We’ve slowed down and
been given the opportunity to take
stock.

On a wider scale, coronavirus has
hit the pause button on humanity’s
mad rush towards a cliff. 

Climate change, loss of biodiver-

sity, the widening gap between rich
and poor, hunger and inequality are
all global problems of our own
making. With the world population
now standing still, nature is show-
ing us the positive power of change.
We are being treated to a master-
class in resilience. 

The panic-buying that occurred
when the virus first emerged has
shown us the weaknesses in our
consumption habits. There is no
food (or toilet paper) shortage in
this country, but we now know that
our supply chains are weak. 

As a small community, we are
vulnerable to this weakness, but we
have the opportunity now to look at
how we can work locally to ensure
that future disasters, be they natural
disasters such as the fires, or health
crises like the current one, do not
compromise our capacity to look

after ourselves and one another.
We don’t know how long the cur-

rent crisis will last. What we do
know is that it will change our so-
cial landscape every bit as much as
the drought and fires that preceded
it changed our physical landscape. 

What we make of that change is
up to us.

EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Facing up to change

A pilgrimage from
Braidwood to Gallipoli

by Alex Rae

As Australia this year marks the
centenary of the Gallipoli cam-
paign, Braidwood couple, Mark
and Germaine Keys, have sailed to
Turkey as guests of Cunard on
board Queen Elizabeth in an emo-
tional pilgrimage to the World War
One battlefield.
Mark’s great grandfather, Sec-

ond Lieutenant Francis Jensen, a
father of three young children and
a Boer War veteran, died of wounds
at Anzac Cove just days after arriv-
ing with his 28th Australian In-
fantry Battalion comrades.
Mark and Germaine have be-

come the first members of the fam-
ily to have the opportunity to visit
the place where Francis Jensen fell
and to see his name inscribed on
the Australian memorial at Lone
Pine.



This year has proved challenging
for business owners in regional
areas. The Braidwood and Villages
Business Chamber has been liaising
with other chambers and business
and regional organisations regard-
ing lack of support for regional
businesses. 

Our concern has been that sole
traders, small businesses and start-
ups have been the most severely
impacted, but least likely able to ac-
cess much needed income support. 

In the wake of the drought and
fires many businesses have strug-
gled to prove entitlement for sup-
port. On top of this, loss of income

due to COVID19 and being able to
obtain wages support for new busi-
nesses or those relying on casual
staff to manage seasonal fluctua-
tions, has been compounded the
issue. There is the opportunity for
individual cases to apply for re-
view, but this is proving a time con-
suming and frustrating process.

For businesses that have already
seen their entire income season flat-
tened, this latest challenge has
many considering closing their
doors permanently. This would be
disastrous for rural regions, affect-
ing local employment, increasing
road traffic as local business own-

ers seek employment in nearby
cities, and pulling down the econ-
omy.

However, there is light at the end
of the tunnel. Through strong advo-
cacy on a number of fronts the issue
has gained visibility. Academics
have also added strength to Re-
gional Development Associations,
the Small Business Ombudsman’s
office and other relevant organisa-
tions. 

Last week Kate Carnell, CEO of
the Small Business Ombudsman’s
Office, advised that these matters
are now under consideration and
she is optimistic that government

will be revising and refining the as-
sistance packages to address some
of these issues.

It is important to continue to be
heard. If your business is unable to
obtain much needed support during
this current crisis because you fall
into one of these categories, please
send in your story to the Chamber
(secretary@bavbc.com.au)  so we
can keep small business advocates
up to date with the impact across
our region, or call the Small Busi-
ness Ombudsman’s office direct on
1300650460. 

The Braidwood Business Cham-
ber will keep members up to date
on any changes via regular email.
Membership is free until June 30,
with the application form available
on our website www.bavbc.com.au 

Interstate plates lined the streets,
out-of-towners on weekend jaunts
were wandering the aisles of the
local IGA, and local shop keepers
were torn between appreciation for
some much-needed income versus
the challenges of continually clean-
ing benches and ensuring visitors
maintained social distancing. 

But the ‘real’ Braidwood was
humming underneath. 

In the back streets, locals smiled
and waved at each other as they
dropped gifts of eggs and local pro-
duce to the doorsteps of friends.
Cheerful photos of flowers burst to
life on a Facebook page, and the
classical strains of a cello floated

from the depths of the heritage
National Theatre. 

Telephones rang and laughter
could be heard from the street as
friends called out to each other to
say hello. Groups who once
worked independently gathered
online and worked together to
help each other, the members they
serve and the community as a
whole.  

The local radio was as buoyant
as ever and across the town and its
villages, people reached out to
each other offering support,
friendship and hope.  Essential
services unwaveringly stood ready
to help and Braidwood regained
its voice, as a new newspaper, by
the people for the people, whirled
its way towards circulation.

The Braidwood Life Centre Com-
munity Help Fund has funds avail-
able for all people who have been
directly affected by the recent bush-
fires in the QPRC area.

Any local residents and busi-
nesses who have suffered loss of
homes, income or infrastructure are
able to make application to BLC by
either filling out a two page form
available at the Braidwood Com-
munity Bank or by phoning any of

the listed contacts below.
This Community Help Fund has

been made possible by generous
donors who wished to specifically
support the bushfire victims in our
area. Already some $50,000 has
been given out to those affected,
but there are still funds available to
assist those who have not yet ap-
plied.

The Braidwood Life Centre en-
courages any bushfire-affected

people in the area who would ben-
efit from financial assistance to
please contact them and submit an
application.

For further information and as-
sistance, please contact any one of
the following people:

David Avery 0413 640 373
Rhyll Tozer 0408 643 115
Sue Murray 0419 441 048
Cathy Ffrench 0418 262 011
David Gray 0448 615 633
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More hope in sight for small business
Suzanne Gearing, Chair Braidwood & Villages Business Chamber

Town still resounds in a
time of change

Chris Watkins regularly entertains us
all at the Visitor Information Centre.

Bushfire recovery assistance available



Dargues Gold Mine recently com-
menced a phased commissioning
process of the Processing Plant. The
plant consists of two main parts: a
4-stage crushing circuit as well as a
3-stage concentrating circuit. Dur-
ing commissioning, the plant will
produce gold concentrate, with con-
tinuous plant operations planned to
commence in May 2020. 

Starting this week, we will see
further concentrate production as
well as road haulage of concentrate
to the rail siding in Goulburn. All
drivers have completed the manda-
tory driver code of conduct training
and concentrate haulage will be un-
dertaken in accordance with our
Project Approval conditions.

This process has a twofold im-
pact: firstly, with noise from the
plant in and around the village and,
secondly, with truck movements of
concentrate through Braidwood and

off to the rail linkup. The company
needs to hear from people who may
be affected by these changes in op-
eration. 
Voice your concerns
Please, if you do believe you may
be affected by either noise or of
truck movements, Dargues Mine
encourages you to contact the hot-
line or comment on the Diversified
Minerals Facebook page.

“We have been looking forward
to this exciting phase of the project
since breaking first ground at the
Processing Plant site at the end of
2018,” said Dargues Gold Mine
General Manger Shannon Green.
“While there is work to be done to
achieve steady state production, the
significant step of commencing
commissioning on ore and first con-
centrate is a momentous milestone
for the Dargues Gold Mine team.”

Araluen Road, south east of Braid-
wood, has reopened today follow-
ing works to repair fire and flood
damage on the section of road that
is within the QPRC area.

Araluen Road extends from near
Araluen through the Eurobodalla
Council  region to Moruya.

The road had been closed since
mid-December due to the devastat-
ing Currowan bushfire. It also suf-
fered serious damage during heavy
rains and flooding in February.

QPRC and ESC have been work-
ing on their respective sections of
the road. ESC implemented some
temporary measures around dam-
aged bridges and creek crossings in
their region, and expects those re-
pairs to be completed soon.

QPRC has now completed clear-
ing of dangerous trees and debris
from both the fires and flooding and
repairing sections of the road’s sur-
face. More extensive gravel pave-
ment re-sheeting of the road
washed away in the floods will take
place in the coming months. The
road will remain open under traffic
control during these works.

In further good news for users of
Araluen Road, QPRC has been suc-
cessful in a grant application to the
2020/21 NSW Safer Roads Pro-
gram and will receive close to
$670,000 for further improvements

to the sealed section of Araluen
Road.

The funding will allow vegeta-
tion clearing, installation of semi-
rigid guard rails, vehicle activated
signs, raised reflective pavement
markers (‘cats eyes’) and other sig-
nage – all aimed at improving
safety for users of the road.

Work funded by this grant is ex-
pected to commence in late 2020.

While QPRC has now removed
the “road closed” signs from Ar-
aluen Road, we remind drivers to
restrict travel to essential travel
only until COVID-19 restrictions
are lifted.

Cooma Road update:
[According to QPRC this road will
remain closed with no firm date yet
for its reopening.]
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Dargues phasing in
processing plant

Araluen Road reopens
after significant repairs
QPRC press release

The Pigeon Gully bridge before repair in the Eurobodalla section.

Photo: Patricia Gardiner

Best wishes to local
artist
Renowned Braidwood ceramic
artist, Gwenna Green, is recov-
ering at home following a car
accident two weeks ago.

As a town that values its artis-
tic and creative community, the
Braidwood community wishes
Gwenna a full and speedy re-
covery from her injuries.



Multi-national engineering com-
pany, Laing O’Rourke, has been
appointed to facilitate the Make
Safe and Clean-Up program in
bushfire-affected areas.

As part of the program, the NSW
Government and the Common-
wealth are covering the full cost of
cleaning up eligible NSW proper-
ties that have been destroyed by
bushfires since 1 July 2019.

Laing O’Rourke has advised that
the clean-up program in the Braid-
wood area will commence on 4
May. 

Both insured and uninsured prop-
erties used for residential, small
business or primary production pur-
poses are eligible for the clean-up
program.

This is an opt-in program, with
residents needing to register with
Service NSW in order to receive
on-ground assistance. 

The program will ensure that all
debris and burnt material is safely
removed from the property and the
site rendered safe so that residents
can commence restoring or rebuild-
ing.

To opt into the program, please
visit: 
www.service.nsw.gov.au/trans
action/nsw-bushfire-clean-register-
now 
or call Service NSW on 13 77 88 to
register as soon as possible. 
Once you’ve registered:
• Laing O’Rourke staff will contact
you to discuss the damage and as-
sess your eligibility.
• Once the area is declared safe,
they will meet with you on site.
• You approve the scope of works.
• The clean-up of the property will
commence.
• You confirm the completion of the
agreed scope of works.

Laing 0’Rourke will always pre-
arrange any household visits and
will not turn up unannounced or

 demand payment.
Laing O’Rourke will engage

qualified local contractors and local
suppliers where possible to carry
out make safe and clean up works.
This is to maximise local knowl-
edge and expertise, and assist the
economic recovery of the commu-
nities.

If your business is interested in
participating in the program, please
register at:
https://gateway.icn.org.au/project/4
510 /nsw-bushf i re -c lean-up-
program

Laing O’Rourke will be in con-
tact with all businesses that register
(or have already registered via Pub-
lic Works Advisory or Procurement
NSW) with information on next
steps.

Living through the drought inspired
Braidwood farmer’s daughter So-
phie Cargill to study medicine. “I
realised that we have a real lack of
health professionals, and I figured
that the easiest way to fix that prob-
lem was to become one,” she said.

This year, Sophie began a four-
year Bachelor of Physiotherapy de-
gree at Charles Sturt University,
intending to become a Doctor of
Medicine afterwards. Her ambition
is to become a GP in rural Aus-
tralia, focusing on women’s health
and mental health, and to make
these services more accessible to
rural and regional people.

“Of course, if I decide I love
physiotherapy, I might stick with
that,” Sophie said.

Achieving her goals will be eas-
ier thanks to a Rural Bank scholar-
ship worth $5000. This money will
let Sophie live on campus once the
pandemic is over and help cover
course costs.

“I am so grateful for this support,
and for everything the community
has helped me achieve,” Sophie
said. “The people around you really
shape who you are. And so every-
one in the community has had a
hand in me and what I’m going to
do with my life.”

Seeing the drought’s effects on
the mental health of all the people
around her, Sophie said, showed the
lack of resources in rural areas. She
believes Braidwood is luckier than
some communities in having sev-
eral GPs, and in being close to Can-

berra, but mental health agencies
like Beyond Blue and headspace
(the National Youth Mental Health
Foundation) don’t have a perma-
nent presence here, and there’s still
stigma around mental health issues.

Sophie knows first-hand the toll
ongoing disasters can take, whether
mentally, emotionally, financially
or physically. Her family’s sheep
and cattle farm was affected by the
drought and fires. The drought
meant they lacked food and water,
so had to buy extra food for the an-
imals. Feeding the animals by hand
every two days also took time.

“My younger sister and I had to
be late to school or leave school
early to come home and help feed,”
Sophie said. “That impacted our
studies and social life, but we both
managed. It’s just what it is. This is
just life.” 

She started her bachelor degree
in March (three years of study and
a final year of clinical placement).
“It’s not easy, which is to be ex-
pected – but I’m loving it!”

Returning to Braidwood, Sophie
said, would be lovely – “But there’s
so much more to this world. I’d
love to travel, maybe work in west-
ern NSW or even rural Queensland.
That would be amazing.”

Sophie initially applied for the
Braidwood Bendigo Bank scholar-
ship, promoted through school; al-
though she was unsuccessful, the
bank forwarded her application to
the Rural Bank scholarship. 

Eighteen other first-time under-

graduate students from rural and re-
gional Australia will also receive
the scholarship to help them transi-
tion to tertiary study. Many are also
from drought and bushfire-affected
communities. The scholarships
contribute to the costs of accommo-
dation, travel, course materials,
study equipment, and tutoring.

“These scholarships are an im-
portant step towards easing the fi-
nancial strain many families feel
when a member of the family be-
gins tertiary study,” Rural Bank
CEO Alexandra Gartmann said. 

Ms Gartmann believes the schol-
arships will ensure the future pros-
perity of Australia’s agricultural
sector. Recipients are studying agri-
cultural science, veterinary sci-
ences, biology, health science,
business, and engineering.

“The prolonged drought and dev-

astating summer bushfires reinforce
why this program is so vital,” Ms
Gartmann said. “These students are
furthering their education in such a
challenging environment, with
many of them continuing their stud-
ies online due to the global pan-
demic and movement restrictions.

“I am constantly amazed by the
talent of our scholarship recipients,
and their determination to pursue
tertiary education. I look forward to
seeing how they will invest their ca-
pabilities to grow our agricultural
sector.”

Subject to academic perform-
ance, the scholarship funding may
be extended to support their second
year of study.

To learn more about the 2020
Rural Bank Scholarship Program
and recipients, visit: www.rural
bank.com.au/scholarship. 

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday, April 29, 2020 — 5

Post-fire clean up assistance
to commence in May

Rural Bank helping Sophie achieve her goal
Nick Fuller

Sophie Cargill



ANZAC DAY
BRAIDWOOD
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Print on paper is in decline. There
are quite a few titles on the
newsagent’s shelves still but many
of them are on life-support. The in-
ternet has changed everything and
done it in a couple of decades.

Main stream daily papers are los-
ing advertisers and therefore the
funds to pay for journalism. It takes
effort, thought and experience to
write well on any subject.

From the most modest local mag-
azine, like Braidwood’s BWD, to
the local regional paper, right up to
the top-selling dailies, they all have
one thing in common — it is the ad-
vertising revenue that supports the
whole shebang and pays the wages
of the journalists. 

The internet has ripped the guts
out of print advertising and there-
fore the ability of publishers to pay
for high-quality content.

Colourful, facile titillation was
once the preserve of the mass pro-

duced weeklies, selling in the mil-
lions — but Facebook does it better
because it’s free and up to the
minute. That is, free to look at but
not free of ads, not by a long shot.

What’s happened is that most of
the world missed the digital shift
when the (mainly) American game
changers hit the scene. Google,
Facebook, Netflix and the lesser
platform players now have a stran-
glehold on our communication
channels, especially, or totally, in
the entertainment area.

Good luck with that
The response finally from the gov-
ernment, who’ve been earbashed
by big media proprietors, has been
to threaten Google and Facebook
with laws and penalties designed to
force them to share their new-
found riches. It seems the govern-
ment is acting as the middle man
here and will pass the money thus

raised on to the ‘proper’ people.
It’s not that the argument lacks

merit, after all, the multinational in-
ternet giants are feeding themselves
on the product that someone else
paid to produce.

The funny thing to watch is the
way a government whose very
ethos is built on the idea of letting
markets run free from interference
has now woken to the fact that their
friends are getting screwed.
So where was I?

Ah yes, print media. The good
news is that local print media has,
most likely, the best future of all
print on paper. It’s small-scale, tan-
gible and relevant.

If a community supports a local
news and views journal, weekly,
monthly, quarterly or whatever, it
provides a public forum for the ex-
pression and recording of good
ideas. Laying about on the kitchen
table, as it might do, allows its
views to be seen by intergenera-
tional eyes for one thing.

Electronically-delivered media
has its strengths. It is hard to beat
for looking up basic stored informa-
tion or finding the best price for a
widget. But it is a diabolically weak
social glue. There is a danger to any

society when people are fed news
unique to their group.

Even here in small downtown
Braidwood we have a plethora of
Facebook groups. A public an-
nouncement needs careful analysis.
Do I want the conservative audi-
ence, the easy come-easy go set or
maybe the tree huggers? Or the gar-
deners, or history buffs and so on.

Where do Facebook posts go to
die? Their lives are so short but not
always sweet. The fingers type
what the mouth fears to say, in the
street anyway, that’s for sure.
Get to the point
And that is, Braidwood needs a
newspaper run by locals who care
enough for their community to want
to see local happenings reported,
 either as a celebration or warning.

It’s a job that anyone who wants
to could do if they put in the effort.
But we all need to help by support-
ing the publication by reading it so
that advertisers will see an increase
in trade as a result.

That’s the bottom line for pub-
lishing, maintaining the advertising
support. If Google and Facebook
capture all the revenue with their
pay-by-the-click ads, then printed
news media will become extinct.

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday, April 29, 2020 — 7

The term ‘social distancing’ can
make it seem like people are being
discouraged from interacting with
one another completely, when in re-
ality, we should be preserving our
communities as much as possible in
times of crisis. 

In response, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) is now refer-
ring to this practice as ‘physical dis-
tancing’. This is to reflect that
whilst it is essential to protect
everyone’s health by physically dis-
tancing from one another, it is im-
portant to recognise the impact that
social isolation can have on our
mental health. 

Thankfully, there are plenty of
ways that we can remain connected
with family, friends, and colleagues
from a distance. Here are a few sug-
gestions.

Video calling: using a smart de-
vice, there are plenty of apps (most
of which are also free!) that you can
download to make video calls.

Check out Skype, Facebook Mes-
senger, Google Hangouts, and
Facetime (for Apple to Apple
users).

Online groups: internet forums
can be found on nearly every topic,
and it’s a great way to access peer
support whilst support groups
aren’t physically running at the
moment. 

Digital games: check out your
app store for games like Uno,
Words with Friends and Yahtzee
that you can play in real time with
others, or if you’re more of a video
gamer, you can check out multi-
player games like Fortnite or
World of Warcraft.

Postcards and letters: get back to
basics and write a friendly message
to someone on paper! No doubt
they will enjoy the nice surprise
when checking their mailbox to see
a personal note (rather than a bill!).

Have a chat: whether it’s over
the fence with a neighbour, picking

up the phone to a friend, or over
dinner with a housemate, spend
some time having a meaningful
conversation.

Tips to pass the time
Ten self-care tips you can do at
home

Reprinted from the Mental
Health Carer’s April newsletter

With all the uncertainty in our so-
ciety at the moment because of the
Coronavirus outbreak, it is impor-
tant that we remember to imple-
ment self-care strategies that can
ease any stress or anxiety that we
may be experiencing. 

We are living in a world where
we are required to be more socially
distant than ever before, which can
make it challenging to feel con-
nected. Here are some self-care tips
that you can do from home: 
1. Stay active – utilise YouTube

videos and apps that are avail-

able to help you to exercise
from home. 

2. Practice mindfulness – whilst
some may find that meditation
works for them, you can also
practice mindfulness in other
ways such as colouring in, jig-
saw puzzles, and gardening. 

3. Talk to your friends – although
it may not be possible to meet
up at the moment, you can stay
in touch via text, email, and the
good ol’ fashioned phone call. 

4. Connect with others through
online forums.

5. Take a break from social media
– make sure the information
you’re accessing is from a reli-
able source. 

6. Learn something new – such as
a new language or musical in-
strument. 

7. Declutter for five minutes –
take some time to make your
home feel more relaxing. 

8. Watch or read something uplift-
ing – or revisit an old favourite! 

9. Make a music playlist with your
favourite songs – have a dance! 

10. Cook a nutritious homemade
meal.        

Connecting with others (while
physical distancing)
Reprinted from the Mental Health Carer’s April newsletter

Keep the ink on paper
presses rolling
Paul Cockram still loves the smell of ink on fresh paper
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CLASSIFIED ADS

Ph: 4842 2472
High Quality Meats

Old Fashioned

Friendly Service
137 Wallace Street

Braidwood
Michael Clarke

We also smoke all our own
Deli Range on the premises

micher8@bigpond.com
CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

We repair, design,
manufacture, clean and polish,
valuate and remake jewellery.

• watch batteries
• pearl and bead threading
• engraving.
• we can do all manner of things!

By appointment only during Covid-19
restrictions.

43 Wallace St., Braidwood
0419 445 299
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In the light of local residents suffer-
ing financial hardship as a result of
COVID-19, Council has agreed to
a range of measures to assist resi-
dents and ratepayers: 

• Extend the modified approach
to apply for hardship relief to resi-
dential and business ratepayers, en-
abling employees who have lost
their jobs and businesses that have
closed or have been restricted trade
as a consequence of Government
orders. That same relief continues
to apply for farmland rate proper-
ties as a consequence of the
drought, and other properties dam-
aged or destroyed as a consequence
of the bushfires

The relief options include defer-
ral of rate instalments and extend-
ing regular rate payments over two
years, and the waiver of interest

charges, under approved payment
plans

• Defer the proposed Bungendore
and Braidwood stormwater levy
($20 per year) and associated works
by a year

• Work with local service pro -
viders for a coordinated COVID/
Bushfire neighbourhood program in
support of vulnerable members of
the community to assist drop offs,
call ins and the like.

If you are experiencing financial
difficulty as a result of COVID-19
you can apply for rate relief
by  completing the Rate Relief
Hardship Assistance form which
can be completed online at:
https://au.openforms.com/Form/a3
d 7 3 9 f 9 - d 1 6 4 - 4 f 3 7 - a e 7 1 -
68cec20d1dae 

QPRC offers hardship
relief

If you do you’re not alone. Very
long web addresses are painful for
everyone, especially normal people
who have no desire to become net
nerds.

You could go so far as to say that
modern life has been taken over by
this ‘haitch-tee-em-hell’ but there’s
no going back. You can only won-
der about who was at the helm
when some joker decided to start
everything with three double-yous
when one would work just as well.

In fact, making everyone say,
“double-you, double-you, double-
you” as an acronym for world wide
web, thus taking three times as long

Do you have trouble typing
mile-long internet addresses?
Paul Cockram is only a nerd of last resort

to say as what it’s ‘short for’, must
rank as the nerdiest own goal ever.

Fear not dear reader, here at the
Braidwood’s Changing Times we
have you covered. All the links in
this edition (and some of them are
doozies), can be found on the BWD
web site.

You need only type this:

www.bwdmag.com.au/timeslinks.html

A once-only pain that you can
bookmark for future reference.
Once you get to the ‘timelinks’
page you will find all the links from
this issue in page order ready to go
with one simple click.

www.bwdmag.com.au/timeslinks.html

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING SERVICE
RJ & KA Whiteman

• Light tree work  • Wood chipping
• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire

Please contact Ray 0412 853 258 or 4847 5101
Braidwood local — reliable service



Braidwood and Bungendore Community Bank
branches are here to help you ...
For over 160 years Bendigo Bank has supported Australians and its communities in which we
live. Throughout this time we’ve relied on you to make us the Bank we are today. Now,
more than ever, you can rely on us to help see you through COVID-19.

For personal customers
•Home loan and personal loan customers can apply for deferral on loan repayments for up to
6 months.

•Discounted interest rates on new personal loans taken out by existing Bendigo Bank
customers.

•Waiver of interest rate reduction for early withdrawals on Term Deposit accounts prior to
maturity. This includes business customers.

•Bendigo Bank have also increased select Term Deposit rates to provide customers with an
attractive investment option.

For small business, agribusiness and
not-for-profit customers
•The waiver of fees for restructuring or consolidation of loans.
• The waiver of merchant terminal fees for 3 months.
• The deferral of interest payments or term extensions.
•Deferral of principal and interest repayments for 6 months.

Locally, both the Braidwood and Bungendore branches are open for business. Our priority is
to assist our community with their financial affairs and to be available during these trying
periods.
Anyone requesting assistance for the above or have questions, you can contact the
branches as follows:

Braidwood Community Bank
95 Wallace St
BRAIDWOOD NSW 2622
Ph: 02 4842 1700

The Board of Directors of Palerang Financial Services Ltd (Braidwood and Bungendore
Community Bank branches) along with the staff at both branches wish our communities the
best of health during this challenging period.

Bungendore Community Bank
1/33 Ellendon St
BUNGENDORE NSW 2621
Ph: 02 6238 0547



In a short period of time our com-
munity has faced drought, fires, se-
vere water shortages, followed by
floods and now a new and poten-
tially deadly virus. Each of these
would be a serious challenge for a
small rural community with limited
resources. Combined, they have re-
ally required us to work together in
unprecedented ways. 

While we have had differences of
opinion at times, we have faced
these challenges as a community.
Networks on all levels have been
activated and often enhanced.
We’ve met people we didn’t know,
and worked together for the com-
mon good. New friendships have
been formed, and new networks
created. We’ve shown how well we
can co-operate to provide mutual
support

During this period the Braidwood
Community Association has looked
for ways that we can help.  Our at-
tention has been diverted from
community projects to helping with
surviving these crises in whatever
way we can.

During the bushfires the BCA set
up a collection for donations to our
local RFS brigades.  With the won-
derful co-operation of the IGA
management and staff, and with
some generous private donations,
over $13,000 was raised and dis-
tributed to the 10 local brigades.  

Since the fires ended, Sue Mur-
ray (President) and David Gray
(Secretary) have represented the
BCA on the committee for the
Braidwood Community Help Fund,
in collaboration with the Braid-
wood Life Centre and Bendigo
Bank.  Fuel vouchers for over 200
“Mozzies” were distributed from
this fund, as well as grants to people
who lost property, businesses im-
pacted by the fires, and local organ-
isations who helped during the fire
season and afterwards.  Applica-

tions are still being received and
considered.
Working well with QPRC
The BCA is included in the QPRC
Bushfire Renewal Reference
Group.  Discussions are held each
week, where local representatives
share information and plans for
bushfire recovery.  The recovery
period has been impacted by Covid-
19 restrictions, and Zoom meetings
have become the new reality for
communication. These are proving
to be very effective in sharing ideas
and keeping in touch.  

The BCA has developed a posi-
tive relationship with QPRC since
our inception in 2018. QPRC regu-
larly conduct community consulta-
tions and we often make
submissions after consulting with
our members. Over the summer pe-
riod, QPRC held workshops and
consultations on Rates Harmonisa-
tion across the Local Govt Area.
The BCA was included in the Com-
munity Reference Panel which as-
sisted the development of the final
rates structure.  

Individual submissions were en-
couraged during the consultation
period,  Unfortunately community
information sessions had to be can-
celled, so there will still be ques-
tions and discussion when the new
rates structure is implemented.  

QPRC has opened new commu-
nity consultations, and we will keep
our members and the community
informed about these.  The QPRC
YOUR VOICE website is the place
to go for information on these. 

We are facing an uncertain fu-
ture, in many different ways.  We
need to support each other, share
ideas, in fact share anything that
makes us feel positive and hopeful.
Look after each other, take care of
your neighbours, especially the eld-
erly. The BCA will do whatever we
can to help. 

10 — Wednesday, April 29, 2020 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Braidwood Community Association
Sue Murray, BCA president

Photo: Tom Alder

Term 2 arrangements at BCS
[from the Braidwood Central School website]

Term 2 will begin as it finished in Term 1. The majority of
NSW students will be learning from home. Schools will
be open and operational for students that need to attend
but where practical, parents are encouraged to keep
their children at home.

Teachers will plan the same learning for students at
school and at home.

Key dates:
• Monday 27 and Tuesday 28 April 2020: Pupil-free

days

• Wednesday 29 April – 8 May 2020: Students learning
from home where practical

• Monday 11 May: students attend school one day a
week and learn from home on the other days

The Premier and Minister for Education have announced
a phased operating model for NSW schools during
COVID-19. The new model will see students being
reintroduced to some face-to-face learning on campus
starting from week 3.

More information on the new model and operational
changes will be provided to parents and students before
Week 3 of Term 2 begins to let you know the plan for the
remainder of the term.

The phased approach to manage a return to full on
campus face-to-face teaching sees students being
reintroduced to some face-to-face learning in line with
available health advice. The plan is phased, and flexible,
allowing us to slowly bring schools back to normal while
responding quickly to new spikes in transmission if they
occur.

There are five phases to get us back to full onsite school
operations:

• Phase 0. Where we currently are, schools are open for
families who need it

• Phase 1. Students at school at least one day per
week.

• Phase 2. Students at school at least two days per
week.

• Phase 3. Students at school five days per week, with
social distancing measures

• Phase 4. Students at school five days per week, with
full school activities

More information on the phases will be shared soon.
Schools will communicate directly with parents, carers
and students throughout Term 2 regarding changes to
phases as relevant to their school.



Open
• Angela Backhouse. Available to meet

with clients in our Braidwood office
on a limited basis.

• Backhouse Transport - normal pickup
and delivery.

• BeesRUs /Washing Mill - normal
business hours, Monday to Saturday.

• Blue Kingdom - open, local online
service and delivery.

• Born Vintage Collectibles & Old
Wares- Normal for time being,
Monday, Thursday to Saturday from
10am.

• Braidwood Bakery -  currently
opening at 5.30am and closing at
4pm, this may change depending on
any government changes.

• Braidwood Bunyip Jungle -  Florist
and nursery open normal Tuesday-
Friday, 9-5 Saturday 9-noon.

• Braidwood Colonial Motel - normal.
• Braidwood Design Studio- normal.
• Braidwood Heritage Crafts - online 24

hours; limiting shipping orders 1 to 2
days a week.

• Braidwood Outdoors - Monday to
Friday 9am – 5pm, Saturday 9am to
4pm.

• Braidwood Servicemens Club - Pine
Garden Restaurant open from
5.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday -
Sunday for takeaways.

• Casanova’s - Open as an online store
for pick-up of orders.

• Cedar Lodge Motel- normal.
• Championship Vinyl - Normal for

time being, Mon, Thur to Saturday
from 10am.

• Deer Head Food Van - open for home
delivery/pick up. Tuesday - Sunday
4pm - 8pm.

• Dojo Bread - shop is closed but
baking Monday to Saturday for sale
at Braidwood IGA.

• Eureka Pizzeria - takeaway pizza,
pasta & salad - Monday to Thursday
5-7.30, Friday - Sunday 5-8pm.
Eftpos only

• Good Life Food, Braidwood Hotel -
fresh & seasonal asian food. Open
for take away.

• Green Homes Braidwood - open for
business though conducting client
meetings via Zoom and practising
social distancing measures.

• Hockey’s of Braidwood - no change
at all, we are looking for work -
drinking water delivery,  crushed
road base or uncrushed, fuel storage
tanks supply and delivery.

• Len Mutton & Co - Monday - Friday
10-5, Saturday 9 - 2, Sunday 10 - 2

• Nersons - open, Take-away only,
8am - 8pm.

• North Paddock Transport- open.
• North Paddock Gold -  gold and

silversmith, operating in self
isolation.

• Palerang Landscapes - open for

business though conducting client
meetings via Zoom and practicing
social distancing measures.

• Poppie’s on Wallace   - Thursday to
Sunday from 10.30am - 2.30/3pm;
take away only for pies , sausage
rolls, coffee and drinks.

• Provisions Deli & Grocery - open
Wednesday - Saturday 9.30am to
5.30pm. Also accepts orders online
via website and can deliver in
Braidwood as well as surrounding
villages/localities of Mongarlowe,
Majors Creek, Reidsdale, Araluen.

• Reedy Creek Kennels & Cat Motel   -
7 Days, Hours: 8-10am & 4-6pm.

• Riley Rural- wastewater services,
normal.

• Round The Bend  - Art & Framing
Studio, open.

• Royal Mail Hotel  - Open Wednesday
- Sunday for takeaway meals 12pm -
2pm & 6pm - 8pm. Bottle shop 11am
- 4pm & 5pm - 8pm  

• RSK Welding & Fabrication - open.
• Sandalwood Gifts and Homewares -

Open, Mon & Tues 10 – 3 Thurs & Fri
10 – 4, Sat 10 – 2 - Closed Wed &
Sun

• The Albion Café/Restaurant - open
for  Take Home meals, packaged
ready for pickup, and various menu
options, prepared on the premises
from fresh local produce

• Thompson Bespoke Jewellers - open

for deliveries and collection, other
work by appointment only.

• Torpy’s Eco Motel - normal, open
• Torpy’s Historic Accommodation -

normal
• Vanilla Catering - taking tentative

bookings for functions and events for
later in the year and will be ready
when it is safe for staff, clients and
the general public.

• William Verdon Master Jeweller -
open by appointment

Closed
• Altenburg & Co
• Bakers Flat Cottages
• BRAG Gallery and Arts Centre
• Braidwood Antiques
• Braidwood Services Club& Pine

Garden Restaurant
• Deua Tin Huts - hope to be open

again as soon as it is safe and
practical.

• Garan Vale Homestead
• Gravitas vintage
• Mona Farm & Historic Homestead
• National Theatre
• Saloon Design House 
• Smokey Horse 
• The Creative Edge - Gifts and Crafts
• The Original Lamp Shop
• Vinnies Braidwood - Unable to give a

date for reopening and unable to
receive donations.

ANGLICAN PARISH OF
BRAIDWOOD
Keen for some social and
spiritual connection?
In these times when we can’t meet
face to face, the Anglican Church
has been having fun doing church
“online” through Zoom.  It’s a re-
laxed and informal service and
everyone is welcome.  

We start at 10am on Sundays and
it goes for about half an hour.  At
11am we meet again for “Cuppa
and a Chat”.  If you’re interested in
participating in both/either please
send an email to  and we’ll send
you through the Zoom information.  

We can help you connect in ei-
ther via the Zoom app/software or
over the phone if you have lim-
ited/no internet.
Eastertide reflection
The symbolism of Light has, for
Christians, long been associated
with Easter and Jesus’ Resurrection
from the darkness of death to be the
one who illumines the way for us to
come to God. In our Easter services
this is celebrated by the lighting of

the Paschal Candle (see picture)
which remains lit during services
for the fifty days of Easter.
This symbolism is important to our
understanding of the message of
Easter:- God has raised Jesus from
death and he will raise us when we
die to eternal life with him.

During these dark days of the co-
rona virus pandemic, and all that
this entails, the church has been
locked and unused but the Paschal
Candle burns in the church on Sun-
day mornings to remind us that God
is with us and that by his grace “this
too will pass” and the Light of
Christ will push back the darkness
of all that threatens us.

In the Gospel of John, chapter 8,
verse 12 Jesus says “I am the light
of the world. Whoever follows me
will never walk in darkness but will
have the light of life.”

Listen in to Braidwood FM radio,
10am Sundays for an ecumenical
service involving all 3 Braidwood
churches.

May the Lord bless you and keep
you safe.

UNITING CHURCH
Jesus is well known for his para-
bles, but he was also a master at
aphorisms (ay-for-ism); a pithy,
concise expression containing a
deep truth. 

An aphorism is a statement that
invites us to look at things differ-
ently and to tease out the wisdom.
Let me share one that is often
quoted; “No one shall live by bread
alone” (Matthew 4:4). 

Looking on the surface we could
ask: Was Jesus advocating bangers
and mash for tea? Was Jesus maybe
pointing to a gluten-free or carb-
free existence? Or maybe Jesus was
saying, “Eating bread, and only
bread, is not a full life”? But the
power of an aphorism is in the phi-
losophy behind what can seem to be
inane words. 

What do you see behind the
quote “No one shall live by bread
alone”? I hear Jesus saying, “Phys-
ical food is not the only hunger to
be satisfied if you want a full life.” 

What other parts of our life call
out to be fed? We know our body
‘hungers’ for movement and exer-
cise. Our mind ‘hungers’ for wis-
dom and understanding. In these

days of social distancing we hear of
‘hunger’ for human connection; we
are missing our mates. 

Our emotions ‘hunger’ for con-
tentment and peace. And something
not often contemplated: our spirit
hungers for transcendence;
‘hungers’ for relationship with
something beyond us, someone big-
ger than us. 

Humans ‘hunger’ to make mean-
ing. When any aspect of us is hun-
gry, life can feel dull and
unappetizing. 

As we feed that hungry tummy
today, may we also reflect on what
other hungers we may need to pay
attention to: Jesus knew humans are
needy and hungry for more than
food.

Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher
and the congregation of Braidwood
Uniting Church:

drjuliefletcher@gmail.com. 
Op Shop closed

Thank you for your generous
support of our Op Shop in the past.
At present we cannot take any do-
nations – we have no storage.
Please hold your donations until we
can reopen the doors.
Dr Julie Fletcher
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

WHAT’S OPEN OR CLOSED Thanks to Judit Kovacs for the information. For the very latest changes
to Braidwood business opening hours, go to: www.braidwood.com



Social distancing rules have meant
a few adaptations on the golf
course, including no more than two
people in a group, flagsticks re-
maining in the holes while putting,
no bunker rakes and none of the
usual social activities before or after
the game.

However, the new restrictions
haven’t dampened the enthusiasm
of local golfers who are turning out
in the usual numbers to take advan-
tage of perfect autumn golfing
weather.

The Golf Club Match Committee
has decided that the Braidwood
Golf Club Championships will run
as scheduled in the current 2020
program.

The competition will be held
over three rounds on 23, 24 and 30
May 2020.

Players are reminded that they
MUST prepay for the first 2 Cham-
pionship rounds prior to hitting off
on 23 May if they wish to take part
in the Championships. Players are
free to play a day competition only
if they wish to do so. Those players
playing in the day comp only are re-
minded that the championship play-
ers will have right of way as per the
tee times listed on the tee-off sched-
ule.

The hit off schedule will stay the

same for all three rounds, with the
championship groups and tee times
staying the same.

Players are reminded that they
must register for the 2020 Braid-
wood Golf Championships by 18
May. Registration can be done on
the spreadsheet emailed to all mem-
bers or by calling the club captain.
• Only 2 players per group.
• All players playing in the Cham-

pionships MUST hit off the 1st tee
for each round.

• Day competition players MUST
also hit off the 1st tee to reduce
delays

• The congregation of players in
common areas is discouraged.

• All social distancing regulations
must be adhered to.

• Players will be responsible for
placing their name, correct handi-
cap and final gross and nett scores
on their own score card.

• Players will record their own
scores on their own score card,
but will also record their playing
partner’s scores, to be verbally
checked and agreed at the comple-
tion of play.

• Cards must be signed by the
player but no marker signature is
required.

• Cards MUST be placed in the
container provided for collection

by the match committee.
• Failure to comply with these re-

quirements may result in disqual-
ification form the day event, or the
Championships

Results: Saturday April 25 
Men’s Single Stableford

Men’s Winner: Brendan Sly
39pts

Runner Up: Gordon Scott 37pts
Ball Comp: Mark Newman 36pts,
Don Burke 36pts, David Jones
35pts, Rod Coady 35pts, Roger
Hovey 34pts, Nick Fry 34pts,
Michael Toirkens 34pts
Handicap Changes: Brendan Sly
down 1 to 5, Gordon Scott down 1
to 32, David Jones down 1 to 21,
Nick Fry down 1 to 13, Michael
Toirkens down 1 to 3, Brian Mina-
han out 1 to 21
Women’s Single Stableford

Women’s Winner: Deb Ferguson
37pts

Runner Up: Barb Stuart 31 pts
Ball Comp: Judy Scott 30pts,

Margy Gardner 29pts
Handicap Changes: Deb Ferguson
down 1 to 20, Margy Gardner out 1
to 28

There was no NTP or Jackpot
competitions due to concerns with
Covid 19.
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Golfers adapt to changed conditions
Robin Tennant-Wood

Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics, 43
Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant-Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram

REACH FOR THE STARS
Thesaurus
This is not a time for mincing your
words. Try buying minced beef if it’s not
sold out again. What’s a word meaning
bloody  bastards must still be buying way
more than they can eat in a week.
Gimme
So you go to the shelf and there are only
six left. There’s usually hundreds. Do
you take them all or martyr yourself and
go home and say you could only get two.
Canker
There will be many people in your face
these days. Or more accurately there
will be a few people in your face more
often, read, all the bloody time. Try not
to get sore for they are probably suffer-
ing more than you.
Lost
Freedom, rampant consumerism, sitting
with your mates gozzing about whose
fault the whole mess is. Has it been that
bad? Will we appreciate what we didn’t
have when life returns to normal or will
it all be forgotten?
Virtue
You’re in a long queue at the shop.
Along comes an old person and you
offer them your spot near the door. Can
you do that without going to the back of
the line yourself?
Liberal
You’re travelling well. Look serious, lose
the smug and revel in the limelight. Best
of all the budget is blown to bits and no-
one will be game to blame you.
Scorporation
Best news ever. This will kick the slats
out of uppity workers. Get the taxpayers
to pay for it and then see who we need
when it’s time to open our own wallets.
Sagginpuss
Don’t drink bleach to feel better. It’s not
the sort of advice normally needed but
when the Tweeter-In-Chief says, “maybe
it’ll work who knows” it may be time to
read the stars if you don’t want to see
them.
Cappuccino
You should only go out when necessary.
This of course means that it’s okay to
hang about for a take-away coffee be-
cause nothing is more necessary than
keeping your caffeine induced sanity.
Aquatic
You didn’t go to the beach, good for
you. You saw all those romantic Face-
book posts of the warm inviting sun ’n
surf with not a soul in sight and sided
with all the people who got the concept
of social isolation.
Pieces
Try a jigsaw. Normally they’re only for
people who enjoy the monotony of
squinting at tiny shapes to see what goes
where. But puzzles have come into their
own now we have time to ponder how
life’s pieces fit together.
Airy
The atmosphere hasn’t been this clean
or quiet for decades, or longer. Could
this be the way forward. If we all
worked a bit less, wanted a bit less and
could then spend a bit less would the
world collapse? Or will it if we just re-
sume ‘normal’ life?


