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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
Wed 11° 20° 0%
Thur: 3° 18° 0%
Fri: 3° 17° 0%
Sat: 3° 19° 0%
Sun: 6° 21° 0%
Mon: 7° 21° 5%
Tue: 6° 17° 20%

BRAIDWOOD’S

... continued on page 4

The Walbunja Rangers, assisted
by local RFS crews, conducted a
cultural burn at Mongarlowe on
Tuesday morning.
Cultural burning is a fire practice

used by First Nations people to im-
prove the health of Country and its
people. The loss and dispossession
of traditional land meant that the
practice was discontinued for
many generations, but there is in-
creasing awareness of the impor-

tant role it can play in the mitigat-
ing the effects of extreme bush
fires caused by climate change. 
One of the rangers, Adam, ex-

plained to the Changing Times that
the first step is to “assess the coun-
try and see when the country is
telling you that it’s ready for fire,
and there’s a lot of different meth-
ods we use for that process,” he
said.  
Once the appropriate time has

been identified, fire is applied. 
“The fire will remove all the old

growth, stimulate the seed bank,
and then those plants will germi-
nate as a result of the fire. Then
after that we just do a follow-up
survey and see how the country’s
responding. And then we’ll look
for our next burn after that.”
Adam said that the main differ-

Cultural burning on Yuin country
Robin Tennant Wood and Paul Cockram

The Walbunja Rangers stand behind Mongarlowe Bush Fire Brigade members.



The horrific events of the past
week at Bondi Junction and the
Assyrian Orthodox church in
Wakeley have rightly sent a shiver
of unease and distress through the
Australian community at large.

Both events involved a lone at-
tacker with a knife. One attacker
was shot dead by a police officer,
the other apprehended by citizens
until police arrived and is now
under arrest charged with a terror-
ism offence.

In all, six people lost their lives
with many others injured, and while
the physical injuries will heal, the
psychological scars will remain.
The country has united in mourning
for the lives lost. The Sydney Opera
House featured a black ribbon on its
sails, the Westfield shopping centre
where the attack took place was
closed for a week and last weekend,
a week after the otherwise ordinary
Saturday afternoon that shattered
the nation’s peace, a public memo-
rial was held, attended by civic
leaders, families and friends of the
victims, and members of the public.

But imagine if the sort of attacks
that took place at Bondi and Wake-
ley were regular occurrences. What
if they were ‘normal’?
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According to an American news
report in February, almost 5,000
people had been killed in the USA
by what is referred to as ‘gun vio-
lence’ up to that point. That’s 5,000
people in just two months; multiply
by six and we can surmise that
around 30,000 will have been killed
in incidents of gun violence by the
time the year ends. That figure is
staggering, but a report by the same
news outlet on 7 December last
year noted that 40,167 people had
been killed in 2023 to that point, so
maybe things are improving. 

This is ‘normal’ for the USA.
There have been 94 ‘mass shoot-
ings’ so far in 2024. That’s 94 mass
shootings in 113 days. Schools,
shopping centres, universities,
streets: wherever people gather
there is an element of danger from
someone with a gun and a grudge.  

We expect that when we leave
our homes to go shopping or go to
school or work, that we will return
home safely. Yes, there are always
dangers, but what we don’t expect
is to be shot down or stabbed while
going about our business. The pub-
lic outpouring of shock and grief in
the aftermath of the Bondi attack
indicates that we are, as a nation,

EDITORIAL Robin Tennant Wood 

This is not normal —
don’t make it so

averse to violence and horrified
when it happens en masse. 

Yet, conversely, we are also pre-
pared to turn a blind eye. 
On average, one woman a week

is murdered by  a man: 64 in
2023 and 11 so far in 2024. 
Most of these are classified as

‘domestic violence’ – of the 11 so
far this year, nine have been at the
hands of a man known to the vic-
tim. These murders are dealt with
quietly. They don’t merit headlines
or result in public outpourings of
grief. Politicians don’t publicly
condemn them.

When these murders do rate a

mention in the mainstream media,
friends of the killer invariably de-
scribe him as ‘a good bloke’. Here’s
the thing: good blokes don’t kill.

While we can be thankful that the
Bondi attacker was armed only with
a knife and that our gun laws pre-
clude the sort of horrendous murder
statistics that are normal in the US,
we must also acknowledge that an
undercurrent of violence is
nonetheless present.

Violence of any kind in society
must not become normalised. While
we mourn the lives lost at Bondi
last week, we must not forget the
victims of violence who go largely
unnamed.            

!

!

!

!

!

"#$%&'((&!)(*+%,$-!./0%-%$#1!

2(,34#5*!6$1!*,#44,!*,$--!

7$,/#&$1!8!"!2$1!9:98!

;$<!!

2$%=!*,#44,!=4$#!=4'*$>4=,?!

!

)$=&<$&4!%,4<*@!3(<4<$&4!A$B4*!C!+#4*4#D4*!

$ ! ! ! ! ! !

!

!

!

!

!

!

"#$%&'((&!)(*+%,$-!./0%-%$#1!

2(,34#5*!6$1!*,#44,!*,$--!

7$,/#&$1!8!"!2$1!9:98!

;$<!!

2$%=!*,#44,!=4$#!=4'*$>4=,?!

!

)$=&<$&4!%,4<*@!3(<4<$&4!A$B4*!C!+#4*4#D4*!

$=&!(,34#!2(,34#5*!6$1!>%E,!%&4$*?!

!



BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday April 24, 2024 — 3

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

SERVICE SPOTLIGHT

Influenza Vaccination
An annual flu vaccination provides you the best protection
against flu each winter.

Influenza is a highly contagious viral infection that is
responsible for major outbreaks of illness around the world,
peaking in the winter months. Unlike the common cold,
influenza can cause life-threatening illness and dangerous
complications such as pneumonia and bronchitis.

It is estimated that each year flu contributes to an average of
13,500 hospitalisations and 3,000 deaths among Australians
aged over 50 years.

At Capital Chemist Braidwood we provide a convenient, quick
and easy vaccination service in the pharmacy in a private
consulting room. It’s easy and convenient — so book your
vaccination today.  

If you are over 65 years, you are eligible for a government-
funded vaccination, completely free of charge.

Fees apply for those aged 5-64 years. This year there is an egg-
based and cell-based influenza vaccine available. Speak with
the pharmacist to determine which vaccine is most
appropriate for you. 

Walk-in vaccinations available Monday to Friday, or book an
appointment at
www.medadvisor.com.au/Network/CapitalChemistBraidwood

We look forward to seeing you in-store!

Many of Braidwood’s citizens
young and old, are Singing Up
Louder Than Ever for the Recon-
ciliation  community choirs proj-
ect.  

The song to sing in 2024 is
Blackfella, Whitefella by the
Warumpi Band, an invitation to
communities to support a more rec-
onciled Australia. The sing up
builds on local support for changes
in how we listen to First Nations
peoples, shown by majority support
from Braidwood for the Voice to
Parliament referendum. Supporters
continue the work in listening, truth
telling, and treaty making.

Last Sunday 21 April,  the first
practice of Blackfella, Whitefella
was led by Braidwood Cantors at
the Glasshouse (the old Library) on
Park Lane, while across the road at
the Royal Hotel, the song was in-
cluded as part of The Big Sing
group’s regular practices.

Everyone is welcome to join the
practice sessions before we make a
recording to go to Reconciliation
Australia for their website by 15
May. You don’t need  experience, or
to be musical. It’s about adding our
community’s voice to those across

Now more than ever,
let’s sing Louder Than Ever!
Janene Collins

Australia. There are various ways to
join in the next practice sessions:
• Choir at BYPAA meets at 4pm on

Tuesdays at Glasshouse Park Lane
• Reconciliation Week singers meet

at 3.30pm on Sundays at the
Glasshouse, Park Lane

• The Big Sing will next meet at
4.30pm on Sunday 12 May at the
Royal Hotel

• Braidwood Cantors meet on Mon-
days at 7pm. Call 0429850838

• Total Fire Band practices on Fri-
day nights at William Verdon’s
jewellery shop next to Brag.
As well as Sing Up Louder Than

Ever, there will be a performance of
the song and lunchtime picnic  in
Ryrie Park to mark  Reconciliation
Week on Sunday 2 June from 12pm
to 2pm, so come along. 

For more information on 2024
Reconciliation Week visit their
website at:

https://www.reconciliation.org.au/o
ur-work/national-reconciliation-week/

And for NSW visit:
https://reconciliationnsw.org.au/

and you can register for the Recon-
ciliation NSW Breakfast livestream
on Wednesday 29 May from
7.30am to 9am.

Some of the singers at the Glasshouse in Park lane opposite the town library.
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ence between the cultural method-
ologies of applying fire to country
is a close assessment of the sort of
properties that country holds. 
“There might be a country that’s

mixed country, for example. So it’s
got a lot of these mixed eucalypt
species in the area, but there might
be one endemic species to that
area. 
“Down the coast, for example,

we’ve got what we call our storm
burn country, which holds a lot of
medicines in it. And so that is usu-
ally the ironbark species that sta-
bilise those medicines. If we don’t
apply fire when the ironbark
species are ready, then you’ll have
these other species that’ll take
over, like spotted gum. That’ll take
over and it’ll change the whole
ecosystem, and then we lose the
medicinal benefits of that country.
So there’s a lot of things that come
into play from the indigenous
mindset before the fire is even con-
sidered.”
One other key practice, accord-

ing to Adam, is the presence of an
elder of the local mob. “We’ve got
six rangers, and we always bring
an elder out with us, because it’s
traditional. It’s protocol. We’ve got
to make sure we’ve got an elder on
country when we apply fire.”
The elder on country on Tuesday

was Yuin man, Les Simon.
“We’ve been up here two years

ago, but we’ve come up to do a fol-
low-up burn and maybe we might
be just a little bit early for our burn
to be done, but it’s still working
and there’ll be food here for ani-
mals when all the green comes
up,” Les said.

Generally speaking, Les said
that winter is the best time for
burning practices. 
“All the signs are there in winter

for the ground to be burnt. The
ground tells you when it has to be
burnt and we’ve got to come and
burn it. It [cultural burning] hasn’t
been done for years, 250 years, it
hasn’t been done. 
“Now we’re starting to get life

back into our country. It’s really
sick at the moment in our country
and the bush is terribly overgrown
with the fuel and then we’re going
to get another big fire soon if we’re
not allowed to do our stuff.”
Les explained that the strategy is

to conduct burns all along the
mountains during the winter time,
“so when the summer does come,
the people down on the coast don’t
have to really worry about that big
fire coming again. 
“But our aim also is to regener-

ate the land. It’s sick and we be-
lieve if we’ve got sick country,
we’ve got sick community and we
have got that with drugs and all
that, but we need to put some cul-
ture back into our young fellers so
that they’re out here looking after
country. That’s what we want to
do.
“Back before Captain Cook,

this was a paradise,” Les said. “It
was just green grasses and trees in
the bush and animals that you
could eat. But since Captain Cook
come, it’s all disappeared for us. 
Even our language was taken

away and they took our kids away
and all that. This is just one step
of our culture that we need to re-
vive.”

Cultural burning
... continued from page 1

Anzac Day 2024
Braidwood: 

Dawn Service, 5.45am at the Memorial in Ryrie Park, followed by Gun-
fire Breakfast at the Servicemen’s Club. 

Main march will assemble at the old D&S Motors at 10.30, to commence
march to the cenotaph at 11.00.

Lunch at the Club 12.30pm, $20 per head, RSL members and veterans
free.
Majors Creek: 

Service, 8.30am in the grounds at St Stephen’s Anglican Church. Guest
speaker, Lt Colleen Ann Mealy AM, Vietnam nursing veteran
Araluen:

March commences 9.00am from the Old Post Office to the Memorial.
Morning tea in the pub beer garden to follow. Please bring a plate of food
to share.

—  * — * — * —
Be aware that there will be road closures during service and march times

and the SES will be directing traffic during these times. 
For further information on road closures see: https://www.qprc.

nsw.gov.au/Events/Anzac-Day-2024
Nerriga
An informal Dawn Service will be held at the village Memorial Park

(cnr Nerriga Rd & Willow Forest Rd at 530am. Please feel free to join
us in commemorating all those who served and still do.
The Pub will be open at 11am, although the kitchen will be closed we

will have other food options, available from 12pm until sold out. Trevor
will be hosting two-up in the afternoon at the front of the pub. Please
note the last drinks will be called at 530pm with the pub closing at 6pm.

‘They shall not grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
We will remember them’.

Lest We Forget



Tomorrow (Thursday 25 April) I
will be attending the Braidwood
Dawn Service at 6am and the Ma-
jors Creek Service at 8am to com-
memorate Anzac Day. 

Thank you to the community
members who organise these events
to help us honour all Australians
and New Zealanders who served
and died to protect our country. 

—  * — * — * —
Last week I had the honour of

opening our new Heritage Library
in the old Council Chambers on
Crawford Street in Queanbeyan.
The local heritage collection in-
cludes archives from local newspa-
pers, genealogy records, historical
resources, books written on the his-
tory of Braidwood, Bungendore,
Queanbeyan, and surrounding areas
as well as maps, village plans and
other council documents from the
former shires of our region. This is
an exciting new chapter for the his-
tory of our region, and I couldn’t
think of a better home for this sig-
nificant collection than this build-
ing.  Thank you to everyone
involved in making this space pos-
sible. The Heritage Library will be
open to the public Tuesday to
Thursday 10am to 4pm and at other
times by appointment. As part of
the Regional and National Heritage
Festival the new facility will have
an Open Day on Saturday May 11
offering opportunities for archive
tours and history talks, as well as
heritage building advice from
Philip Leeson Architects — Coun-
cil’s newly appointed Heritage Ad-
visors.

—  * — * — * —
Following the 2023 Boxing Day

flood event the Stoney Creek
Bridge was damaged and required
repair. The bridge was further dam-
aged over the weekend of 5-7 April
and has been closed until repairs are
completed. Work is underway Mon-
day to Friday, 7am to 4pm and ex-

Below median May rainfall
likely for most of Australia
• Rainfall for May is likely to very

likely (60% to greater than 80%
chance) to be below median for
most of southern, central and
north-western Australia.

• For May, parts of the southern
mainland and northern Tasmania
have a 30 to 40% chance of unusu-
ally low rainfall. Chances of un-
usually low rainfall increase to
over 50% for parts of northern
Australia however May is the be-
ginning of the dry season in north-
ern Australia.

• During May there is a roughly
equal chance of above or below
median rainfall in much of eastern
Queensland and NSW, southern
Victoria and an area north of Perth
in WA.

Close to equal chance of
above or below median May
to July rainfall likely for most
of Australia
• For most of Australia, May to

pected to be completed by Thurs-
day 2 May 2024. A detour is in
place along Kain Cross Road/Jerra-
battgulla Road. 

Local vehicles, including semi-
trailers, will be allowed to use this
road to ensure cattle trucks can still
make sales. B-Doubles will not be
accepted on these roads. To ensure
safety of other vehicles, a pilot ve-
hicle can be arranged by contacting
Council. The bus service has
made arrangements for students and
community members should liaise
with Braidwood Buses for details
on this arrangement. Council and
contractors will be undertaking
works on detour roads to improve
road conditions following the wet
weather on 5-7 April. Council also
plans to improve site lines by con-
trolling vegetation on this detour.
The emergency repairs of the abut-
ments on Stoney Creek Bridge are
being funded under the Disaster Re-
lief Funding Arrangements
(DRFA).

—  * — * — * —
We’re holding a community

meeting in Braidwood on Thursday
16 May from 6pm to 8pm at the
Braidwood Servicemans Club.
These meetings are an opportunity
to meet and chat with councillors
and staff, learn about local projects
and services, and ask questions
about issues that matter to you. To
register your attendance and find
out more visit, qprc.nsw.gov.au
/Events/Community-Meeting-
Braidwood

—  * — * — * —
There’s only a week left to enter

your artworks into the 2024 QPRC
and Bendigo Bank Art Awards! The
Braidwood and Bungendore com-
munity branches of the Bendigo
Bank are generously supporting this
year’s awards with a total prize pool
of $17,500. Learn more about the
different categories you can enter
and register your submissions by 30
April at qprc.nsw.gov.au/Commu-
nity/Culture-and-Arts/Annual-Art-
Awards

—  * — * — * —
This Wednesday 24 April, the

Council Meeting agenda includes
reports to Council on the Bungen-
dore Place Plan, Frogs Hollow
Landscape embellishment, and the
preferred location for the
Jerrabomberra Pump Track. Read
the full agenda, find out how to
make a submission and watch the
meeting online at bit.ly/Minute-
sAgendas
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Wet summer draws
to an end
Bureau of Meteorology outlook May-July

FROM THE QPRC MAYOR’S DESK

Kenrick Winchester QPRC mayor.

July rainfall has a roughly equal
chance of above or below median
rainfall. The chance of unusually
high or low rainfall remains close
to average (between 10 to 30%).
In particular, most of Queens-

land, southern and western WA and
areas east of the Great Dividing
Range, southern Victoria and south-
ern Tasmania have a close to equal
chance of above or below median
rainfall.
• Rainfall for May to July is likely

to be below median for parts of
the north and small areas of the
southern mainland; however for
most of northern Australia rainfall
is typically low at this time of
year, with median rainfall less
than 10 mm for the 3 months.

• Some small coastal areas of the
Gascoyne in WA and the North
Tropical Coast in Queensland
have a 60 to 70% chance of being
above median.

• There is a 30 to 40% chance of
unusually low rainfall for much
of Tasmania.



there were also some surprises.
“We’ve had people who uncov-

ered four or five hundred burial
records for people in the area,” Ms
Yen said.
“Until they’ve done that two or

three years’ worth of work, people
didn’t know most of those were
there.”
Each panel in the history trail

has a QR code linking to the Ar-
aluen Valley History website, a
website made by the Araluen His-
tory Group to host their research.
Ms Yen said knowing the past

was a necessary element in under-
standing the present.
“It is really important that we

understand and acknowledge our
past,” she said.
“Nearly all the work that’s hap-

pened has been voluntary work –
it’s been thousands of hours of
people’s time.
“With the [2019-20] fires com-

ing through and with time passing

by, we realised we needed to put a
focus on conserving and preserv-
ing the history of the area.”
Ms Yen said the Araluen History

Group was keen to continue ex-
panding their records, with people
invited to reach out with any infor-
mation.
“[Doing this research] just re-

minds you of what a rich history so
many of these small towns in NSW
have – Araluen included – and how
hard it is sometimes to be aware of
it,” Ms Yen said.
“We’ve put together a website

and trail we can be really proud of.
“That’s a gift that our generation

of people in the valley can give to
the next generation.”
The Araluen History Trail is now

open after being opened as part of
the Queanbeyan Palerang Heritage
Festival, with the locations of the
panels available online.
Original Article published by Claire

Sams on the news site about regional.
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STICK and FLY Matthew Little

Take a walk around Araluen, a
town located a short drive from
Braidwood, and a new attraction
will catch your eye.
For Araluen History Group

member Laurann Yen, the new Ar-
aluen History Trail brings the past
into the present.
“So much of our history is

ephemeral – timber that just disap-
pears or rots into the ground, or
stone that gets used for other pur-
poses,” she said.
“As you go around the area, you

wouldn’t know there were four
towns there 100 years ago.
“Our job was to bring a sense of

that back again, so people don’t
lose sight of what actually hap-
pened in the [Araluen] Valley.”
The Araluen History Trail con-

sists of 10 panels, each chronicling
stages of the town’s history and de-
velopment.
The panels have information on

the Indigenous Walbunga people
of the Yuin Nation, the gold rush of
the latter 1800s, Araluen’s sporting
prowess over the decades and other
topics
Work on the trail began in the af-

termath of the Black Summer
bushfires.
“Like many small communities

around NSW, we lived with it for
months and months,” Ms Yen said.
“That time brought the commu-

nity together, because we had to
work together.
“It just reminded us how vulner-

able we all are in the face of natu-
ral disasters and how precious our
lives are.”

Ms Yen remembers when the
project kicked off.
“It will be two years in June

since we first started,” she said.
“Our first meeting was on an ab-

solutely perishingly cold day in Ar-
aluen, and we were sitting outside
in the beer garden at the pub.
“The enthusiasm of all the peo-

ple working on the history trail
pulled me into it and kept me
going.”
The 30-something members of

the Araluen History Group spent
months looking through the collec-
tion at the Braidwood Museum,
searching Trove’s digital database
and undertaking original research.
“We’ve used both hard and soft

history research,” she said.
“It is so wide-ranging that we go

from peach recipes to gold
cradling!”
While some parts of Araluen’s

history were well documented,

From gold to peaches:
New trail details Araluen’s history
Claire Sams writes in about regional

Laurann Yen
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A world-bending realisation for
me was learning about the per-
ceived separation between nature
and civilisation, that the mere
word nature connotes a severance
from civilisation as the centre of
how we come to know life. 
I think of dating profile biogra-

phies and Instagram captions; “Na-
ture is my happy place” and “I love
hiking and nature!”, as they seem
to claim an inherent rift between
nature and ‘us’, people of civility,
unnatural and central. Stewards of
land become owners when nature
is othered. Industrialisation sys-
temises the way we consume, in-
stilling even further the rift
between environment and society
as practising sustainability be-
comes increasingly unattainable.
Being mindful about your con-
sumption seems all you can do. A
society aware of its dependency on
a system it doesn’t agree with must
be some kind of prerequisite to a
fallen empire. 
On the 22nd of April, it was

Earth Day. The official website of
Earth Day (www.earthday.org)
speaks almost exclusively about
plastic with the theme Planet vs.
Plastic, which aims to “push for a
strong UN Treaty on Plastic Pollu-
tion, and demand an end to fast
fashion,” an often seen Band-Aid
approach to a gaping wound as a
result of capitalism. Of course, this
project is by no means a bad thing,
though I can’t help but think that
these Earth Days, similarly to the
Black Lives Matter and Me-Too
movements, raise awareness and
make people feel accountable for
their actions in ways that still cater
to the system it attempts to “fix”.
These movements are a feeble step
in the right direction, often failing
to acknowledge the systems that
marginalise oppressed groups, let
alone acknowledge the possibility
of deconstructing them. Perhaps it
is the comfortable consumer that
truly fails in the plight of libera-
tion. Sponsoring a child or travel-
ling with a mission to build houses
in poorer countries makes the
Western consumer even more com-
fortable in their privilege in some
ways. Guilt becomes transactional,

and paying away your guilt is eas-
ier than abolishing oppressive sys-
tems. Having leftist views can now
be seamlessly absorbed as a per-
sonality trait and aestheticized for
social notoriety in an age where all
that you are is how you present.
Actual work decapitalising and de-
colonising remain secondary to
your image as an eco-friendly,
 nature-loving, sustainable, peace-
loving, Eat Pray Love-esque 
“activist”. 

EnergiZed

Lily Acheson
An article in the Guardian pub-

lished four months into Israel’s war
on Gaza reveals that the emissions
generated in the first two months
of the aggression alone were
“greater than the annual carbon
footprint of more than 20 of the
world’s most climate-vulnerable
nations”. Even this statistic is un-
derstood to be a significant under-
estimate. These emissions are
believed to be the result of aircraft
missions, tanks, making and ex-
ploding bombs, artillery, and rock-
ets. 
Furthermore, “Almost half the

total CO2 emissions were down to
US cargo planes flying military
supplies to Israel.” So, on Earth
Day 2024 now 7 months into the
war on Gaza, an anti-plastic cam-
paign is championed as the epit-
ome of environmentalism. 
Are you more, or less comfort-

able in 2024? Do you treasure your
privilege in the light of reality or
despise it? Do you wish to learn or
do you deny yourself actuality? Is
nature something to love or some-
thing you are? Have you forgotten
yourself, human? Or is civilian
your name?

(E)missions

of war

Southern NSW Local Health Dis-
trict is looking for enthusiastic
community members to join two
new Network Community En-
gagement Committees (CECs),
one for the Coastal Network and
one for the Inland Network.

The CECs will help our District
deliver on one of the six strategic
priorities of the  NSW Regional
Health Strategic Plan for 2022-
2032 aimed at keeping communi-
ties informed, building engagement
and seeking feedback.

Southern NSW Local Health Dis-
trict’s Inland Network includes
Goulburn, Queanbeyan, Yass,
Cooma, Jindabyne, Braidwood,
Crookwell, Delegate, Bombala and
surrounding towns.We launched
our Strengthening Community En-

Community members invited to
join new community engagement
committees
Southern NSW Local Health District media

gagement framework in January
this year, developed with input
from a broad range of community
members and partner organisations.
The framework outlines how we
will connect with communities at
local, network and District levels.

All interested applicants are en-
thusiastically encourage to submit
an application via an online Expres-
sion of Interest process. We
strongly encourage applications
from people with lived experience
of diversity.

Applications close Tuesday 30
April 2024.

I n f o r m a t i o n :
https://www.nsw.gov.au/depart-
ments-and-agencies/snswlhd/com-
munity-engagement/network-com
mittees

—————–
FOUR DISTRICT
HOTELS TO GO.
—————–
The Licensing Reduction
Board has ordered the closing
of three hotels in Braidwood
(the Courthouse, Criterion
and Willow Tree) and Mr.
Low’s hotel at Araluen
North. Four have been taken
out of Goulburn, two from
Moruya (Carden’s and

100 YEARS AGO TODAY
From the Braidwood Dispatch and Mining Journal,
Friday 25 April 1924.

Cooper’s) and one from
Bateman’s Bay
(Liukenbagh’s). The license
in each instance will cease to
be in force after October 17,
1924. The Board called 67
hotel-keepers and two holders
of wine licenses in the
Goulburn electorate before it
to show cause. It has closed
26 hotels and one wine shop.

Photo from NSW Health Community Engagement website.



If you’re disabled, old, or sick,
where do you go from here? And,
more importantly, how? 
You like living here or you

thought you would, but now you
seem to need the facilities of a big-
ger city. You need Canberra. 
How are you going to get there

if you need an x-ray (only on
Wednesdays at MPS, ultrasounds
on Thursdays, or Mondays at Wal-
lace Street), to fill a prescription
(Canberra’s in a territory, not the
state of NSW, and the relative
pharmacies aren’t necessarily able
to cooperate), a dental appointment
(you prefer your old Canberra
one), chemotherapy or radiother-
apy at the hospital, or a specialist
appointment in the John James
area.
There’s no public transport from

Braidwood to Canberra. 
Ideally, someone from your fam-

ily will take a day off and transport
you.
Slightly less ideally, your neigh-

bour or best friend will do it. 
But they have lives, too. How

often can, or should you, call on
them? 
Well, this article isn’t about

ethics, but entitlements. When I
asked doctors or health profession-
als I knew, that was always their
answer: Relatives do it.

What about private buses?
Rixon’s On Demand travels

So, back to more local services,
of which you will have heard many
rumours. I’ve tried to gather the
latest facts, but it isn’t easy. 

Some don’t want to share, but
the more we know, sisters, the
more power we have to make
changes. Because we women are
the most affected, whether we are
the carers or the ones in need of
care. 
So you have booked an appoint-

ment for medical purposes in Can-
berra. How can you get there? Your
first port of call could be the front
desk at the MPS — I’ll say ‘the
hospital’ for convenience. Sal or
Georgina will find you a volunteer
driver, using one of their cars. It
costs $20. Currently they have
three cars and a small pool of driv-
ers but are planning on more. Driv-
ers have to pass a lot of tests and
checks and have to go into Goul-
burn for this, so they have to be
committed. But they may be some-
one you know, they will call for
you here and wait to bring you
home. 
Obviously, you must give as

much notice as you can. 
If you are DVA, you are entitled

to a taxi service. If you have an
Aged Care package, it should
cover transport. Check. But bear in
mind that your car might have to
come out from Canberra to pick
you up and you’ll pay the mileage
for this. If you can meet the car
along the way, maybe in Bungen-
dore, that could help. We are enti-
tled to use the Bungendore school
bus, which picks up from the bus

stop near the police station around
nine o’clock… and comes back, of
course.
This also applies to the Goul-

burn school bus, Culmone’s, same
time, same place, but check for
yourself online. 
I’m often asked about the Patient

Transport bus which seems to be
always outside the hospital. This is
for in-patients at MPS to be taken
as in-patients to another hospital,
usually Goulburn. Bed-to-bed, so
to speak. And back again if needed. 
Then there’s Valmar Patient

Transport. Their return cost is $50,
plus $5 if your carer comes too.
Priority goes to dialysis patients.
They need as much notice as pos-
sible. They use cars as well and
currently there are three stationed
in Queanbeyan.
Valmar is in a state of reorgani-

sation and I could not get firm de-
tails. Natalie is the one to speak to
but she did not or could not return
my calls. The front desk reception-
ists were sympathetic but could not
answer questions such as: do den-
tal visits count? Can I see my GP
in Canberra or is it specialists
only? 
Perhaps I can offer you an up-

date next issue.
Perhaps I can suggest we move

to the Shoalhaven area! The coun-
cil there takes care of all commu-
nity transport.
Perhaps we can lobby our own

council to take more responsibility. 
Perhaps all we can wish for is

more relatives …
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from the Bateman’s Bay area to
Canberra and back, every day ex-
cept Saturday. They’ll pick up
along the way, at farm gates, shop-
ping centres, the airport, your own
home. They drop off at any hospi-
tal or medical centre or health hub
… the default drop off is the
Jolimont Centre in Civic. The cost
varies according to how far from
this you need to go but it costs
more if it’s not a medical issue.
The journey is comfortable and the
staff are kind and helpful. But you
wait till maybe 4.30 to start back
home and what if you are tired, in
pain, or just needing that afternoon
nap? It’s a long day and there’s no
toilet, either. 
Murray’s Coaches go the other

way. Starting in Canberra, they
pick up here about 9am and are
back around 4.30. So if your doctor
is in the Bay Area, fine. There are
taxis. But he’s probably not. How-
ever, it’s a big comfortable coach,
with a toilet. 
I’m remembering my own

young mother-and-baby days. I
used buses and trains. At many
transit areas, there were comfort-
able drop-in centres, where you
could change baby, have a cuppa,
sit around for a couple of hours,
have a chat. I’m thinking Sydney
here, especially St Leonard’s and
Chatswood. Who ran these? CWA?
Red Cross? Councils? Could this
service be revived? 

IT’S ALL RELATIVE...
if you’re needing transport in Braidwood 

BOOKWORM Julia Ermert 

Happy Hour:
6.30 – 7.30

Thursdays & Fridays

145–147 Wallace St

4842 2488
0414 656 420
royalmailbraidwood@gmail.com

GOOD FOOD+GOOD SETTING = GOOD TIME

MOVING ON

bee-frenzy
in the salvia — 

do they know Anne
is booked to cut it back?

one halts
by my hand to wipe

its furry face —
drunk on nectar? 

another ports pollen pouches 
on both back legs—
waste not  want not?

I plant bulbs
Stana knits a jacket 
we older ladies say

we’re ready  too
for Time to move on —
we’re moving with it! 



Former Majors Creek resident,
Jane Ahlquist, has been cast in a
role at The Rep Theatre, Canberra. 

The play is “The Actress”, a
modern comedy telling the story of
the final night in an actress’s career.
Jane plays the actress’s agent, Har-
riet, who is desperate to keep the
actress working.

“The role is both hilarious and
poignant” Jane commented when
she spoke to the Changing Times.

“How do you handle the end of
success — and youth? When do we
stop performing and face reality?”

“The Actress” is directed by the-
atre legend Aarne Neeme AM and
features Liz St Clair Long as the ac-
tress, Lydia.

Tickets from: canberrarep.org.au
or by telephone 6257 1950 Wednes-
day to Friday. 

“The Actress opens on Fri May
3rd and closes Saturday May 18th.
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Bodo Mordek, or the Araluen Butterfly man
and clockmaker, passed away peacefully in his
sleep on 15 April 2024, at Tuncurry. He was 86. 

Bodo and his wife Janine moved to Araluen
in 1981 to set up a French Restaurant. The art of
hospitality was not his forte; I remember ringing
the bell as the plates of food cooled in the
kitchen while he was too busy chatting to the
customers. But he will be remembered by those
who knew him then for his amazing butterfly
collection, his woodwork and his clocks. 

He could talk underwater about butterflies:
how to breed them, how to catch them, what to
look out for.  As a child in Germany he was
taught how to catch and set butterflies by an ex-
army general, each insect carefully labelled with
date and location of catch. He could talk about
clocks underwater as well. And that made every
visit to the Araluen Old Courthouse unique and
memorable.

His lifelong dream had always been to chase
butterflies in Queensland, and he only did this
in the 2000s after he moved away from Braid-

OBITUARY Erika Mordek

The Araluen butterfly man’s
next big adventure

wood. Landing off the boat at Melbourne in the
early 1960s, Bodo never quite made it to
Queensland as he met Janine in Sydney. They
married, had a family and moved to New Cale-
donia in 1971 where they eventually became an-
tique dealers.

A precision tool maker by trade, over the years
he honed his craftsman’s skills, first in New
Caledonia repairing and making Provincial style
furniture, then upon the family’s return to Aus-
tralia working for various university depart-
ments creating scientific contraptions (let’s not
get into what they used for).

Araluen provided the perfect opportunity of
time and space. He set up his workshop in the
garage and began with making hermetically
sealed boxes for his butterfly collection. Kept
away from light and dust the butterflies have re-
tained their beautiful colours. He taught my oth-
ers how to catch and set them. And though
butterflies were an integral part of my childhood,
he must have been disappointed that I couldn’t
tell one from another. I remember trips to the

Canberra Rep role for  former
Majors Creek local

river at Mont Koghi in New-Caledonia: he’d
leave me by the stream with my Barbie dolls and
a sandwich and traipse through the bush. He’d
come back about an hour or so later with butter-
flies in his jar ….those were the days.

During his career as antiques dealer/brocan-
teur, he had developed an interest in clocks, and
over a period of 3 years in the early 1990s he
made every part of a twin set of longcase (don’t
call them grandfather) clocks. He even designed
and made a lathe to produce the clocks parts.

He left the district, first to Rockhampton( fi-
nally Queensland!) He bought himself a Queens-
lander, did it up and spent time in the bush in
search of ever elusive butterflies. We had lived
for many years in Sydney, and when he later vis-
ited friends near Eastwood, to his chagrin hous-
ing development had destroyed previous
butterfly habitats. 

He was good at making friends on the fly. He
met lots of tourists during his butterfly walka-
bouts and regaled them with his tales of butterfly
hunting.

You can see an interview here:
https://www.nbnnews.com.au/2017/02/09/but
terfly-collection-a-lifetime-in-the-making/

In later years his attention turned to bird life
photography and memoir writing. He will be
sadly missed by his family and wife Lesley.

Jane Ahlquist

Bodo and Janine at the marriage registry in 1965.
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A major whole-of-government re-
sponse is urgently needed to stamp
out red imported fire ants in Aus-
tralia, according to a Senate In-
quiry report handed down on
Thursday. 

Describing fire ants as one of
Australia’s greatest biosecurity
challenges, the report recom-
mended state and federal govern-
ments provide uninterrupted
funding to eradicate the pest within
Australia by 2032. 

NSW Farmers President Xavier
Martin welcomed the findings of
the inquiry, which confirmed the
need for further funding and sup-
port to prevent the spread of the
pests nationally.

“Fire ants should have been erad-
icated 20 years ago, but successive
governments have failed to act
quickly, decisively and effectively
to stamp them out,” Mr Martin
said. 

“If these pests infest the whole
nation, it is estimated that 83,100
Australians could need medical at-
tention for fire ant attacks each
year, while our agricultural industry
could see its output reduce by up to
40 per cent.

“As well as being potentially
deadly to humans, fire ants can
sting native and domestic animals,
harm livestock, ruin our natural en-

vironment and wreak havoc on fruit
trees, beehives, pastures and crops.

“This is not just any another ant,
and we have no choice but to erad-
icate these pests and fast if we want
to spare our nation ongoing and se-
rious pain.”

Moving forward, Mr Martin said
it was critical both state and federal
governments heeded the report’s
recommendations and scaled up
biosecurity funding and efforts to
eradicate the ants before it was too
late.

“We are calling on the state and
federal governments to use every
resource it has to stamp out these
ants while we still can,” Mr Martin
said. 

“The potential costs to the nation
are too high and the risk to human
health is too great – we simply can-
not sit by and let this insidious pest
take over.

“If we don’t throw everything we
can at fire ants to stop them in their
tracks, we will be left with land and
water that we cannot use to produce
the food that feeds our nation, and
a deadly pest that is changing our
way of life in our communities.

“Clearly, this is not a fire drill,
and there is no room for inaction or
error when it comes to a threat as
significant as this.”

Fire ant funding needs
urgent boost
NSW Farmers media

A worker fire ant, Solenopsis richteri.  A typical worker ranges in length from 2-6mm.

Fire ants have wreaked havoc on crops in the United States.

DOJO BREAD
90 Wallace St, [at the pedestrian crossing]

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334
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News trivia
Have you been paying attention?
n A bishop in Western Sydney was the attempted victim of

a stabbing during a church service. What Christian
denomination was the church in question?

‰ Coptic ‰ Macedonian Orthodox
‰ Catholic ‰ Assyrian Orthodox

n A new record has been set for the largest wave ever
surfed at 28.57 metres, off the coast of …?

‰ Hawaii ‰ Australia
‰ Portugal ‰ South Africa

n The CEOs of which two supermarket chains have been
grilled at a Senate Inquiry into the cost of living?

‰ Coles ‰ Aldi
‰ Woolworths ‰ Costco

n Which capital city featured in the extended Bluey
episode last week?

‰ Brisbane ‰ Sydney
‰ Melbourne ‰ Perth

n Comet 12P/Pons-Brooks appeared last week for the first
time in 71 years. What is it also known as?

‰ Devil’s Comet ‰ Angel’s Comet
‰ Comet Hades ‰ Comet Cerberus

n After sorting out wildlife permissions, a rescued magpie
and its best mate, Molly the dog, are back together.
What is the magpie’s name?

‰ Maggie ‰ Meggy
‰ Peggy ‰ Ziggy

n In the wake of the Bondi Junction attack, there are calls
to revisit the legalities of personal protection devices.
Which state is currently the only one where pepper spray
is legal?

‰ Queensland ‰ Western Australia
‰ Tasmania ‰ South Australia

n Indigenous artist, Archie Moore, has won the prestigious
Golden Lion for his installation at what major international
festival?

‰ Venice Biennale ‰ Edinburgh Fringe Festival
‰ Berliner Festspiele ‰ Sydney Biennale

n The world’s most populous democracy has begun its
national election, which is held in stages over a month.
What country is it?

‰ Indonesia ‰ USA
‰ Brazil ‰ India

n A massive storm and record-breaking rain has closed
which major international airport, stranding thousands of
travellers?

‰ Los Angeles ‰ Dubai
‰ Singapore ‰ Doha

1. Assyrian Orthodox; 2. Portugal; 3. Coles and
Woolworths; 4. Brisbane; 5. Devil’s Comet; 6. Peggy; 7.
Western Australia; 8. Venice Biennale; 9. India; 10. Dubai

???
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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Answers: 

Planned surgery wait times in Aus-
tralia’s public hospitals are now
the longest on record, and emer-
gency departments remain stran-
gled by access block.

The Australian Medical Associa-
tion today released its annual Public
Hospital Report Card and has writ-
ten to health ministers ahead of
their meeting today, saying the find-
ings highlight the need for govern-
ments to take further action to
address the issues impacting hospi-
tals.

AMA President Professor Steve
Robson said the annual report card,
first published in 2007, clearly
demonstrated the need for urgent
action on top of existing planned re-
form to the National Hospital Fund-
ing Agreement (NHRA).

“Last year we welcomed the fed-
eral government’s announcement of
a significant public funding boost to
the hospital funding agreement and
the decision to replace the 6.5 per
cent funding growth cap with a
more generous approach,” Profes-
sor Robson said.

“This announcement followed
tireless AMA advocacy for funding
reform. But the new agreement will
still need more investment and
agreement by all health Ministers.

“It also doesn’t come into effect
until 2025. Urgent action is needed
now.

“Australians are now waiting al-
most twice as long on average for
planned surgery than they were 20
years ago, which is unacceptable.”

Planned surgery wait
times longest on record:
AMA report
Australian Medical Association media

The report also found the national
proportion of individuals receiving
category two planned surgeries on
time has again fallen to the lowest
point on record. Category two sur-
geries include heart valve replace-
ments, congenital cardiac defects,
curettage nerve decompression and
surgery of fractures that won’t heal
on time.

“These surgeries are essential and
urgent — they are not elective or
cosmetic and every day of waiting
can bring serious pain and in-
creased risks to patients,” Professor
Robson said.

In a letter to all health ministers
sent with the report card, Professor
Robson has urged ministers to
agree to a $4.12 billion plan to ad-
dress the planned surgery backlog,
split between the commonwealth
and the states and territories. The
plan would be time limited to ease
the immediate backlog while a new
NHRA is negotiated.

The report card also found that
our emergency departments remain
strangled by access block, with the
national average of ED patients
being seen on time at the lowest
level in the past 10 years across all
categories except resuscitation.

The proportion of people in all
triage categories who completed
their emergency presentation in
four hours or less was at just 56 per
cent, representing a fall of five per
cent since last year. This is the
 lowest number since 2011 and a fall
of 14 per cent since pre-pandemic
levels.
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Anzac Day Services
Thursday 25 April is Anzac Day and there are Dawn 
and Day services in Braidwood, Bungendore and 
Queanbeyan. Captains Flat, Googong, Jerrabomberra 
and Majors Creek are also holding services.

 Read more at qprc.nsw.gov.au/events

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and 
Regulations Documents are published at  
bit.ly/DPnotices

Work with Council

 Grants and Contributions Accountant
 Labourers
 Procurement Officer
 Trainee HR
  For more information see bit.ly/QPRC-Careers

Changes to parking fine notifications
Council is using a ticketless system for parking 
enforcement, which means fines come in the mail. 
We have now introduced immediate notifications on 
windscreens where possible. 

These notifications keep drivers aware of our processes 
while the ticketless system allows our rangers to get out 
more regularly and fine drivers that don’t park safely.

 Read more about parking in QPRC at  
qprc.nsw.gov.au/services/parking

Community Meetings in May 
We are holding three community meetings in May where 
residents can hear about projects and ask questions 
about topics that matter to you. 
Join us from 6-8pm on:

 Thursday 16 May at the Braidwood Servicemens 
Club auditorium

 Tuesday 21 May at the Queanbeyan Council 
Chambers

 Thursday 23 May at the Multipurpose Hall in 
Bungendore Public School

 Learn more and register to attend at 
qprc.nsw.gov.au/events

Have Your Say 

Projects & initiatives open for  
community comment

Closing Date

Draft Restricted Funds Policy 9 May

Mobile Library Feedback 19 May

 Find all the details on Council’s engagement hub at  
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au 

Submissions can be made:
 By registering and commenting via  

yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au
 By email to council@qprc.nsw.gov.au 
 By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
 Delivered in person to Queanbeyan,  

Bungendore or Braidwood offices

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

1300 735 025  
council@qprc.nsw.gov.au
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang

Council Meetings and Times
Council holds Ordinary Meetings twice a month on 
a Wednesday, excluding December and January. 
Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business 
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday 
prior to the meeting from bit.ly/MinutesAgendas. 
Meetings are live streamed via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast. 

Members of the public can watch the meetings via 
bit.ly/QPRCwebcast and make a presentation during 
the public forum via Zoom, by submitting a written 
presentation, or in person.

For those wanting to make a presentation on an 
Agenda item, you can make a: 

 Written presentation  
- submit by midday on Tuesday

 Zoom presentation  
- register by midday on Wednesday

 Register to make a presentation at  
bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
 10 April
 24 April

Written Questions on Notice
Questions on notice from the community must be 
submitted in writing or via email to  
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the 
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and 
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum, 
provided to the person who asked the questions and 
published on our website.

Proposed register of road names 
Have your say on a register of proposed road names 
until 9 May.

There are three lists of names proposed for use in the 
Queanbeyan, Bungendore and Braidwood regions as 
well as a list of approved Ngambri and Dhurga words.

 Read more at bit.ly/RdNotice
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Farmers have renewed calls for
real action on road infrastructure
funding after recent rains wreaked
further damage on roads and
bridges across the state.
NSW Farmers President Xavier

Martin said the sheer number and
size of flood events over recent
years has left many roads and
bridges across NSW in desperate
need of major repair. 
“Repairing our rural road infra-

structure is essential to keeping our
rural communities alive and mov-
ing the food and fibre that fuels our
nation,” Mr Martin said.
“Thanks to the current state of

our roads, farmers are facing sig-
nificant challenges and increased
costs to get inputs such as fertiliser
and fuel onto their farms and trans-
port the food and fibre they pro-
duce off-farm and onto the dinner
tables of Australian families.
“Recent rain events certainly

haven’t helped the state of NSW’s
infrastructure, and we’re now fac-
ing a wrecked road to recovery for
many regional roads and bridges.”
Despite past funding packages

announced by state and federal

governments to aid infrastructure
repair, Mr Martin said a large por-
tion of this funding was focused on
fixing potholes, leaving many of
the state’s major roads and bridges
in poor condition.  
“While there has been some

funding put in place to support
road recovery, it’s not nearly
enough to satisfy demand and fix
the thousands of kilometres of
roads in disrepair across the state,”
Mr Martin said.
“We’re talking billions, not mil-

lions, when it comes to what we
need to get our local, state and na-
tional roads and bridges back on
track after the weather events of re-
cent years.
“We know it takes time to assess

damaged roads – and this is cer-
tainly the case for farmers in the
Megalong Valley who are now es-
sentially cut off by the recent road
slip in the area. 
“However, it’s been many years

of flood after flood for many rural
communities, and with each disas-
ter our roads and bridges have seen
a fresh wave of damage that des-
perately needs federal budget fund-
ing now.” 

Rain hits rural roads
NSW Farmers media
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622

Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299

Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

Araluen Creek in 2020.



St Bede’s Parish

REFLECTION on the Gospel of
John 15:1-8. 
This parable is a profound insight
into the Christian life. We can
claim to belong to the Christian
family all we like. 
We can come to Mass every

Sunday. But if the fruit we produce
is bitter and poisonous, if we are
unforgiving, unjust and uncaring,
we cannot claim to be on the vine
of Christ’s love. And if that’s the
case we are in desperate need of
the gentle hand of the vinedresser,
who only wants to see us bring
forth the yield we are capable of
achieving.
Rev Billy Graham once said,

‘Being a member of the Church no
more makes you a Christian than
living in a garage makes you a car.’
That’s the point of today’s Gospel:
God will not judge us by what we
say or the public face of goodness
we can turn on, we will be judged
by our acts of love in and through
our kindness and compassion.
This metaphor also reminds us

that we are connected to each
other. There are moments in our
life of faith when we hear or see
other Christians saying or doing
things we cannot countenance. We
can try to disown them by retreat-
ing into our denomination, but we
are all connected in Christ’s vine-
yard. We need the courage to tell
them the truth as we see it, and
charitably point out the problems
we have with what they think is
right. And we need the humility to
listen when they challenge us.
© Richard Leonard SJ

Part Time Parish Secretary
People are invited to apply for the position of Parish Secretary for
St. Bede’s Parish, Braidwood This is a part-time permanent
position of five hours per week.
Essential Requirements: 
• Experience with database packages.
• Strong communication and liaison skills
• Strong organisational skills
• Ability to work on your own, and as part of a wider team and take

direction. 
• Understand and administer areas of regulatory compliance (eg.

WHS, child protection, copyright)
• Understanding and respect for the Catholic Church and its

teaching
• Current experience in an office environment. 
Employment conditions are subject to Clerks Award.  Please
phone 0430 169 849 for a copy of the duty statement. Applications
addressing the Selection Criteria above with attached resume to
Father Tony Percy, Administrator of St. Bede’s, Braidwood and cc.
wilmont289@gmail.com, must be received by 16 May 2024
Email: Tony.Percy@cg.org.au
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
—  * — * — * —

Weekend Mass: Saturdays at
5.00pm 

—  * — * — * —
Markets in Ryrie Park: on again

this Saturday. The wood raffle is
on again now that the weather is
cooling off. Home cooking always
appreciated.

—  * — * — * —
Anzac Day Ecumenical Service

9.30am in St. Bede’s Church, fol-
lowed by a cuppa and Anzac bis-
cuits before the march. Please
bring a small plate of biscuits to
share.

—  * — * — * —
The St Bede’s parish ‘Call to

Connect’ women’s Ministry
warmly welcomes all women to a
Mother’s Day Breakfast. Let’s
come together to celebrate the gift
of mothering, enjoy each other’s
company and pray for one another.
At: St Bede’s school hall on Sat-

urday 4th May 2024. 8am-9.30am
Cost: $12. Sorry no refunds due to
costs incurred. RSVP by Monday
29th April with exact cash to
James’ coffee window [at the top
pedestrian crossing].

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

“Those who have died, have al-
lowed us to live”
We all grieve at the loss of those
we love – particularly when they
are taken before their time. 

We may erect memorials, frame
pictures – lest we forget. We may
look to a greater power, our God,
for meaning and purpose.

Loss in battle remains intensely
personal – just as it did for those
living the first ANZAC experience.
This untimely death must mean
something. Why the early loss of
such a valued and worthy person?
The horror of war remains fresh in
everyone’s mind. Is there prospect
that the devastation and carnage of
war will cease?

Let it be that our loved ones did
not die in vain!

Our response to ANZAC Day
and war more broadly are aligned
with Christ’s sacrificial love – the
laying down of life, giving hope for
others. The horror and deep felt im-
mediate grief we feel in response is
not unlike that felt by Christ’s fol-
lowers at the time of crucifixion.
Did our loved ones die in vain?

Through all that embraces war –
the violence, destruction and hate;
the resulting death, physical and
mental scars – we see the supreme
sacrifice given by so many with the
hope that this will better the lives of
others. 

Let us embrace and own this
hope that so many fought for – and
continue to fight for. Let us respond
as peacemakers – filled with the
love and hope sought by those on
the battlefields.

Love of neighbour.
Forgiveness of enemy.

—  * — * — * —
This ANZAC Day we remember,

in sorrow and grief, the countless
lives lost in the violence of war.
Please join us in praying for the day
when war shall be no more, when
hope is fulfilled, and peace and love
reigns. All glory to our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

Peace be with you
Rev’d Kenneth King
Braidwood Anglican Church

—  * — * — * —
Join us this coming SUNDAY

28th MAY, 10am at St Andrews An-
glican Church, Elrington St, Braid-
wood for a Holy Communion
service, followed by a welcoming
cuppa and chat. Check out our
Facebook page: Anglican Parish of
Braidwood for updates.  If you’d
like to know more about Men’s
Coffee, Crafty or Not group and
other activities, please contact
Parish contacts: email:  or 0497
486233. Or join the Parish mailing
list (by sending your email address)
to receive a monthly newsletter
with all these details and more in-
cluded.

WHAT’S ON ...            
Sorry, BCT’s ‘Happenings’ corre-
spondent has flown the coop. She
and Tom are winging their way to
the United States. Stay tuned for a
promised travelogue.
For the next two issues it’ll be

recurring events only unless you
make a point of sending your hap-
pening to: times@bwdmag.com.au

At BRAG
Snuggle n Sing is on from 9:30 -
10:30 am during the school term
on Thursdays. For further informa-
tion, please contact Theresa Pen-
gelly at pengellyte@gmail.com

—  * — * — * —
Christina Carroll runs yoga

classes on Monday afternoons from
4pm to 5:15pm, and on Saturday
mornings from 8am to 9 am.  Please
get in contact with Christina if you
wish to attend on 0414 385 051.

—  * — * — * —
Songlarks is 9:30-11:10 on Fri-

days. It is a short music class for
pre-school age children, including
infants from about six months old.
Please email Nadia McLeish at na-
diamcleish1@gmail.com for further
details.

—  * — * — * —
Vera Active Pilates runs on

Wednesdays with an evening class
running from 6:30 to 7:30pm.
Please contact Kate Morris for fur-
ther details at veraactivebraid-
wood@gmail.com

—  * — * — * —
Life Drawing runs on the last Sat-

urday of every month.
—  * — * — * —

Christina has also taken on Sue
Lyons’s pilates classes. Tuesdays at
9am, Thursdays at 9am.

—  * — * — * —
Aikido is on during the school

term on Wednesday afternoons, but
please contact Matthew Hulse for
further details on 0438 648 864. 

At the Club

Tuesdays 
Tai Chi - 10.00 am

—  * — * — * —
Bridge - 1.00 pm - new players

welcome, contact Olive Royds
4842 1732 or Rose Ribbons 0421
939 151 for more information. Free
to play. 

—  * — * — * —
Canasta – 11am. Contact the

Club for more information
—  * — * — * —

Squash Comp - Evenings -
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Jillamatong Rehydration Tour

204 to 206 Cooma Rd  Braidwood
Tuesday April 30 2024

10 am to 3 pm
$50 per person

Profits to Independent Council of
Ecological Restoration ICER

Come and see a small catchment, 
Whole of Farm Rehydration.

Prior to The Mulloon Rehydration conference.
(1 & 2 May 2024)

We will look at:
• Recreated Chain of Ponds
• Rehydration contours
• Compost Heaps
• Paddock Design for transfer of fertility to high

points
• “Smilie Faces” and “Moated Dams” with an

abundance of Water Plants

You are welcome to bring containers for collection
of Water Plants, Nardoo etc.

RSVP Martin 0484132167

Please pay on the day but register your interest. 
Cup of tea on arrival — BYO Lunch

           ... HAS TAKEN OFF
School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information. 
Wednesdays

Social Bowls - 12.45 pm to begin
playing at 1.00pm 

—  * — * — * —
Trivia - 1st Wednesday of every

month. 6.30pm to begin playing at
7.00 pm. $5 to play. 

—  * — * — * —
Squash Comp - Evenings -

School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information.

—  * — * — * —
Tango - 5.30 pm Tango Lessons,

Contact Erika Mordek 0432 687255
for more information.
Thursdays

Golf Club’s Chook Run - Thurs-
day Afternoon
Fridays

Tai Chi - 10.00 am.
—  * — * — * —

Friday Raffles - Every Friday
Night, Raffle Tickets on Sale at
6.00 pm, Raffle drawn at 7.30 pm.

—  * — * — * —
Members Draw - The Members

Draw will be drawn anytime be-
tween 7-9 pm and will jackpot up to
a possible $5,000.

—  * — * — * —
Members Happy Hour – 6-7pm

weekly
—  * — * — * —

Line Dancing - 7.15 pm, Social
Line Dancing. Contact Maureen
Robertson 0413 795 630 for more
information.
Saturdays

Golf Comp - 12.00 pm - 4.30 pm
Sundays

Movement for Mobility - 11.00
am - 12.00 pm. Contact Erika
Mordek 0432 687 255 for more in-
formation.

—  * — * — * —
Social Bowls - 12.45 pm to begin

playing at 1.00 pm.
—  * — * — * —

Poker - 2.30 pm to begin playing
at 3.00 pm. First Sunday of the
Month.

—  * — * — * —
Darts Competition – 4:30pm for

a 5pm start every Sunday.

Other Organisations
Out at the showgrounds there is a
new martial arts dojo in town that
was previously at BRAG. Check
out the class list:

Monday: 6am Run Club Tues-

day: 5:30am Seniors, 4:30pm Super
Kids, 5:15pm Teens, 6pm Seniors
Wednesday: 6am Run Club,
4:30pm Super Kids, 5:15pm Kickfit
Thursday: 5:30am Seniors, 4:30pm
Super Kids Friday: 5:30am Kickfit
– to participate, please get in touch
with Mechaela Shepherd on jpsd-
braidwood@gmail.com

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Youth Performing

Arts Association are beginning a
mixed choir to commence on Tues-
day, 5th March from 5pm to 6pm
every Tuesday. The first official
performance of this choir will be
ANZAC Day. All are welcome to
join—for more information please
have a look at bypaa.org

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Dance Studio will be

running  ALL  classes at  Sunday
School Hall (The Anglican
Hall) this term at 68 Wilson Street,
Braidwood, NSW, 2622.

If you are unsure of the right
class for you or your child, do not
hesitate to contact Miss Georgie
with any questions. To enrol, please
visit our website www.braidwood-
dancestudio.com or phone Miss
Georgie- 0457991116

braidwooddancestudio@gmail.com
—  * — * — * —

There’s a new fitness class on at
the pool! Aquafit with Kirsten
Hulse on Tuesday evenings from
5:30pm. But if you’re new, come at
5:15 so you can complete the re-
quired paperwork. 

—  * — * — * —
Garden Club meet at the Club on

the second Tuesday of the month at
11am—you can find more informa-
tion on their website: braid-
woodgardenclub.org.

—  * — * — * —
Parkrun is on every Saturday at

the Braidwood Showgrounds from
8am unless otherwise noted.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Motor Club meet at

the Club on the second Thursday of
the month at 7pm—for further in-
formation, you can contact Steve
Scaife on 02 4842 1664.

—  * — * — * —
The View Club meet at the Club

on the first Thursday of the month
at 6:30pm—for further information,
please contact Roslyn on 0437 895
276.

—  * — * — * —
The Fishing Club meet at the

Club on the first Wednesday of the
month at 7:30pm.

—  * — * — * —



Agnew, Tom Duffy and Keith Fer-
guson for a great job at the working
bee, spreading sand on the greens
after the greens were scarified.
Reminder

Members are reminded not to
leave food in lockers or bags that
are stored in lockers. With the
colder weather, rodents are looking
for indoors accommodation and we
don’t necessarily want them in the
lockers. 

Netting is soon to be installed to
prevent possums from messing in
the cart shed.
Results, Saturday April 20

Men’s Single Stableford: Rodney
Royds Trophy – thanks Rod

Winner: Terry Hughes 39 pts
Runner Up: Roger Hovey 37 pts
3rd Place: Ted Emmett 35 pts

Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,
43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram
Contributions are always welcome.

STRANGE TIMES

STOP PRESS

AFTER
ANZAC DAY
WE’RE ON
OUR OWN

The Braidwood Women’s Pen-
nants team had a solid win,
3.5/1.5, in their semi-final against
Queanbeyan last week. 

It was a wonderful team perform-
ance against a much stronger, and
longer hitting, side of very experi-
enced match play golfers.

Our winners on the day were
Michelle Henry, Margy Gardner
and Robin Tennant Wood, with
Debby Ferguson going down nar-
rowly on the 18th and Donna Kuhn
squaring her match.

In the other semi final, Gungahlin
squeaked past Moss Vale by the
narrowest margin to set up the final
against Braidwood at Mur-
rumbidgee Country Club on 2 May.
Thanks

We are indebted to members
Craig Sloan, Steve Glenday, Spiro

GOLF NEWS Men’s NTP 8/17: Rodney Royds
Ball Comp: Michael Toirkens 34,

Mark Newman 33, Tom Duffy 33,
Andrew Clark 30,

John Harb 29
Handicap Changes: Will Bennett

out 1 to 22, John Harb out 1 to 16,
Josh Heggie out 1 to 27

Birdies Men: 3
Women - 2BBB - Jill Burke Me-

morial Trophy - With our thanks to
Don Burke.

Winners: Deb Ferguson and
Robin Tennant Wood 37 pts

Runners Up: Michelle Henry and
Virginia Groot Obbink 36 pts c/b

Handicap Changes: Deb Fergu-
son out 1 to 22, Michelle Henry out
1 to 30

Pars: 7  Birdies: 1
Women’s NTP 8/17: Sarah Heine
The Fundraiser Board for the

Scouts, sponsored by Braidwood
Community Bank, now stands at
$1350.           

Wilbur Whitta and his contemporary jazz quartet performed last Saturday at St Andrews Anglican Church.

ABOUT THE PLACE

Blue-plater Blues
Bliss is not a term remiss 

for our little patch of bush.
East of Braidwood a map will

show,
Over the river, Mongarlowe. 
Day or night, traffic’s slight, 

into Braidwood swoosh. 
But for things (like piston rings) 

to the big smoke we must go. 

For fancy things it’s along the
Kings 

That you must make the trip.
An easy run, even fun, 

watching the farms flash by.
Most of the way it’s a hundred

kay, 
Sit back and let ’er rip.
Until you stew behind a plater

blue, 
Then in a queue you’ll lie. 

Calm down, says the little voice, 
they’re doing ninety-three.

Then comes the bends, despair
descents, 

Now down to eighty-one. 
Oh joy, into view in kays only

two, 
An overtaking sign you see.
But as the road gets wider,

pulling along sider, 
Your plan becomes undone. 

It’s only in bends, snail speed
descends, 

Double lanes present a
challenge,

To the carefree Canberran
without any errand 

And a posh new car whoo hoo.
Up the hill they blast,

exceedingly fast, 
Pernicious inverse revenge.
A lesson to teach to the cars

behind each, 
Don’t you clutter up my rear

view.

So take it in stride, swallow
your pride, 

Put on a soothing song.
Act your age, avoid road rage,
You’ll be there before you know

it.
Bunnings, Woolies, IKEA, you

and mea,
Shop to drop, the day is long.
Blow big dough, home we go; 
Oh look up ahead, another

blue-plate git. 


