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Luke Watson in trek mode.

LOOKING OUT FOR OUR YOUTH

Paul Cockram and Robin Tennant Wood

The Terry Campese Foundation
has just signed up its first paid em-
ployee.

Luke Watson is joining with
Terry Campese as a youth mentor
based in Braidwood. He spoke with
the Changing Times about his new
role and the work of the Founda-
tion.

Terry Campese established his
Foundation in 2012 as a way of

mentoring young people and pro-
viding them with the mental and
physical skills to assist them to nav-
igate life.

As a youth mentor, Luke will be
working with a group of secondary
school students from Braidwood
Central School.

“We run a 20-week program
through schools in Braidwood,
Queanbeyan and Goulburn” he said.

“We go on hikes every weekend
and then some weeks we get kids to
sit down and talk to Headspace
about how to cope with different
situations.

“It all leads up to a final trek and
this year we’re going to the North-
ern Territory. It’s an 11-day trek
where we hike every day. From a
main camp we just head out to dif-
ferent parts of the Larapinta trail.
This year we’re flying into Uluru,
camping there for a couple of nights
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and then walk around the base of
the rock. We’ve also got a cultural
tour for them.”

Luke says he’s always been
drawn to the desert. When his mates
headed up to Queensland to go surf-
ing, he went west to the desert
where he was able to engage not
only with the landscape but with the
Indigenous culture of the region.

“The Terry Campese Foundation
definitely tries to lift the awareness
of Indigenous culture because it’s
so rich and it’s quite a complex cul-
ture,” Luke said.

“People don’t really see it for
what it is, like their family system
It’s just amazing the way they look
after their families. The elders look
after the young people and the peo-
ple in the middle look after the eld-
ers. It’s like we should take a lot
more of that into our western soci-
ety, I think. Instead of looking to
put grandma and grandpa straight
into a home, maybe need to go back
to the granny flats at the back of the
house and look after them.”

In the twelve years since
Campese started the Foundation,
they have relied on government
grants and fundraising to continue
their work. But Luke says that with
government grants getting increas-
ingly difficult to access, so with the
support of the Australian Army, a
fundraising program was estab-
lished.

... continued on page 4
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant Wood

Property, house or
home: what drives value

A cartoon by Fiona Katauskas
published in The Guardian re-
cently, depicted Peter Dutton,
dressed as a circus spruiker, magi-
cally solving the housing crisis.

He points to a nuclear reactor be-
tween two houses and says, “Pop
one of these in your neighbour-
hood and I can guarantee an in-
crease in housing availability”,
while in the background the home-
owners are nailing For Sale signs
on their fences.

While Katauskas is playing on
the negative impact of ugly (and
potentially dangerous) develop-
ments in residential areas and the
inherent NIMBY factor, there is a
bigger question here: how do we
determine “value” when it comes
to property?

During one of the various
stoushes over the new airport in
Sydney, an article appeared in the
Sydney Morning Herald about how

flight paths would affect certain
suburbs. Under the headline was a
photo of a woman sitting on the
front steps of her house, her two
children playing in the yard. “My
property will have no value”, she
was quoted as saying. Substitute
the word “home” for “property”
and we have a completely different
meaning.

A home has value for what’s in
it, not how much it’s worth on
the market.

Home ownership has long been
part of the Australian social struc-
ture. The Great Australian Dream
has always been the desire to own
one’s own home. It has been the
subject of numerous social cri-
tiques, from architect Robin
Boyd’s The Great Australian Ugli-
ness (1960), a critical look at the
aesthetics (or lack thereof) of our
suburban sprawl, to Sergio Fami-
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ano’s 2022 book, The New Aus-
tralian Dream, exploring ways of
rethinking our built environment
with a view to solving the housing
Crisis.

As an indication of how deeply
rooted is the idea of home and
housing in our national conscious-
ness, it has also featured in popular
culture. The Castle remains one of
Australia’s favourite films, speak-
ing to the heart of how we view our
homes, while He Died with A
Falafel in His Hand looks at the in-
security and transience of share
house living and renting.

At a time when both property
prices and rental appear to be on an
out-of-control upwards trajectory,
the question of value comes into
sharp focus. Home ownership is no
longer a dream for many Aus-
tralians, it is simply unattainable.
There are numerous complex eco-
nomic reasons for this, as well as
social reasons, for example, the
rise in investment properties being
used for short-term holiday rentals
rather than long-term tenancy.
There are two keys to solving the
housing crisis: housing must be
available and affordable. Having
housing available at unaffordable

rent is not going to solve anything.

How then, do we turn property
into housing, and housing into
homes?

There needs to be a social shift
away from regarding value purely
in terms of financial gain, and look
to those values we like to believe
are at the heart of our society and
which can be summed up by the
oft-invoked “fair go”.

A recent film, Evicted: a modern
romance, is perhaps more pertinent
to the current housing situation
than The Castle. Four young peo-
ple in a share house wake up one
morning to find that their landlord
has put the house on the market,
giving them just one month to find
another home. Along the way they
inspect rental properties that
should be condemned but are listed
at ridiculous rents.

It would be funny if it didn’t cut
quite so close to the bone of our
current housing situation.

COUNCILLOR
KATRINA WILLIS
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M 0431 184 717

Authorised by A. Croft for The Greens NSW,
19a/1 Hordern Pl, Camperdown NSW, 2050

Drop in for a cuppa and a chat with me at the
CWA Rooms, Wallace Street, Braidwood
on Saturday, 29 June, 10:30 am to 12:30 pm.

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
e Light tree work * Wood chipping
e Stump grinding e Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray 0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION
¢ Family gatherings
o Weddings & celebrations
o Conferences

All units are self-contained
with own bathroom

Book now on:

0448 533 616

TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe




BRAIDWOOD'’S CHANGING TIMES

FROMTHE QPRC MAYOR’S DESK

Kenrick Winchester QPRC mayor.

I attended the Braidwood Commu-
nity Association meeting yesterday
Tuesday 18 June as a special guest.

It was great to see so many resi-
dents attend the meeting to discuss
future priorities for Braidwood and
how we can work together to make
things happen.

— ok — % — % —

We are replacing the old timber
bridge at Back Creek Bridge on
Wallaces Gap Road. The timber
bridge is being replaced due to end
of life of the timber components,
termite damage and also resilience
proof for future natural disasters.
The project will also relocate the
road into the correct road reserve.
The project is funded by the NSW
Government under the Fixing
Country Bridges programme. The
new bridge has been precast and
these components have been ac-
quired. Trees and vegetation were
removed in March and the concrete
contractor is expected to begin site
establishment within the next few
weeks.

— %k — % — % —

We are developing a Drought Re-

silience Plan in partnership with
Snowy Monaro Regional Council
and Yass Valley Council. This plan
will help make sure our communi-
ties are well equipped to tackle the
environmental challenges of the fu-
ture. Your feedback will help us
gauge which factors are most im-
portant in our region and form a key
part of our plan. Your insights will
help us ensure that the plan ad-
dresses the specific needs and con-
cerns of our residents and fosters a
sense of ownership and commit-
ment among us all. Fill out the sur-
vey at: https://forms.office.com/r
/18GY5WcdvUZ
— k — % — %k —

Our Animal Management Facil-
ity in Queanbeyan has lots of beau-
tiful animals looking for caring
homes. There are a variety of dogs,
cats, and even some ducks and
roosters that need a forever home.
If you’ve been looking to add an
animal to your family, why not
adopt? Find out more about the an-
imals at www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/ani
mal-adoption

— %k — % — % —

The Christmas in July Markets
are back on Saturday 6 July at the
Queanbeyan Showground from
9am to 3pm with all the delights of
a mid-year Christmas gathering and
we want you to be there! If your
business has a flair for Christmas
inspired food, merchandise or en-
tertainment, apply to be a stall-
holder by 5pm 28 June. Go to
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Events/2024
-Christmas-in-July

— %k — % — 3k —

Service NSW is returning to
Braidwood with their Mobile Serv-
ice Centre on Thursday 27 June
from 9am to 2pm at Ryrie Park on
Wilson Street. For more informa-
tion on the services the Mobile
Service Centre provides, visit serv-
ice.nsw.gov.au/campaign/mobile-
service-centres

Wednesday June 19, 2024 — 3

SERVICE SPOTLIGHT

Dose administration aids

A dose administration aid (also known as a DAA or Webster
PackTM) contains individually sealed compartments to help
you take the right medicine at the right time. DAAs help you
reduce the chance of forgetting to take your medicine, and
reduce the chance of taking your medicine incorrectly.

Importantly, the use of a DAA can help you stay in your home
longer, and make is easier for your family to assist with your
medicines if you are unable to. DAAs may also be needed for
patients requiring nursing care at home, or patients spendning
a period of time in a resipte or Residential Aged Care Facility.

To commence with a DAA, our pharmacist will need a list of

medicines from your doctor, and all

your regular medicines and
Capital

prescriptions that you have at home,
Chemist

including any vitamins.
Packing fees applies, however if you
Braidwood

receive aged care funding, your
provider may cover these. Veterans’
Affairs patients, and indigenous patients
are eligible for fully subsidised DAAs..

You can book an appointment to set up a DAA by visiting
www.medadvisor.com.au/Network/CapitalChemistBraidwood
or simply pop-in next time and chat to our team.

*Try packs for FREE and save $34 in the first month.

Manage Your Medicines
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Terry Campese Foundation

Luke said, “Terry and his mate,
Jeremy Howe, came up with the
concept which is a bit like that SAS
show on TV. They linked up with a
couple of genuine army blokes
from the SAS.

“Some of them are still serving
and they set up a 30-hour obstacle
course. I think last year they had 30
participants and each participant
registers and then they go out and
raise funds.

“Last year they raised over half a
million. So in three years they’ve
raised over a million dollars doing
the Special Forces fundraiser. The
first year they did it, they would’ve
been happy if they made 20 grand
and I think they made about
$200,000. The next year, $300,000
and last year, half a million.

“Quite a lot of work goes into it
and that’s all volunteer run. It’s all
basically set up by Jeremy Howell
and Terry and they just do an amaz-
ing job. It just runs like clockwork.”

As an employee of the Founda-
tion, Luke’s main role will be con-
centrating on the youth participants
and setting up the program in the
schools.

.. continued from page |

“I’m going around to the schools
now. We’ve got three main target
areas, Braidwood, Queanbeyan and
Goulburn. I go into Braidwood
Central here one day a week to run
the program in the afternoon. I do a
girls’ session and a boys’ session.
For the first half of the day I just go
around just chatting to certain kids
that I identify who might just need
a bit of a chat,” Luke said.

The Foundation works with
young people across the secondary
school ages and it has a good gen-
der balance.

The Larapinta Trek is clearly the
high point of the program.

Luke said that during the trek the
group is up around six in the morn-
ing with a camp kitchen for break-
fast,

“We go with a trekking company
called 100% and they’re a pretty
slick operation,” he said. “The kids
get up, just sit around the fire and
yarn then we get driven out to the
start of each day’s leg.

“Sometimes we could be driving
for over an hour to get to the start
of the leg for the day. We load all
the kids in the troop carriers, which

AN ORIGINAL FILM BROUGHT TO YOU BY

UPPER
SHOALHAVEN
LANDCARE COUNCIL

SPECIAL THANKS Wi
T0.08R SPONSRS NSW

MONGARLOWE
VOLUNTEER BUSHFIRE
BRIGADE

AFILW BY CLARE YOUNG

WALBUNJA
TRADITIONAL FIRE
PRACTITIONERS

PREMIERES JUNE 29 2024

THE
CIRCLE

FIRE AS ATOOL FOR HEALING
COUNTRY & COMMUNITY
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is cool and exciting as they’ve usu-
ally never been in one before. Then
a convoy of troop carriers heads out
to the starting point of the leg with
a couple of Indigenous guides.

“We’ll walk for maybe two hours
and then the guide will stop and
show us points of interest or some
bush tucker or anything of interest.
We can stop anywhere for lunch —
it is all a magnificent oasis. When
get to the end point the troopies are
waiting for us, fires are going, we
have afternoon tea, which is usually
Milo and biscuits and the kids just
smash that down.”

“About two hours after that, be-
fore it gets totally dark, we have
dinner and then we sit around the
campfire and reflect on our day.

“We this do this thing called
‘highs and lows’ of the day. We go
around the circle and everyone tells
what their low of the day was, and
that could be something like ‘T had
to walk in wet socks all day or I got
really sad, I was thinking about my
mum’, or something like that.

“And then go around and talk
about your highs of the day and
that’s good. There’s a lot of tears, a
lot of laughter.”

Luke says that the closeness and
participation brings kids out of their
shell.

“We’ve had kids that just don’t
communicate. They sit there and
you can’t get one word out of them.
But by the end of that trek they
were just verbalising everything.
It’s absolutely amazing. They were
talking, engaging in their highs and
lows. And that’s what it’s about.”

Luke says that because the foun-
dation pays for everything, the
fundraising program is vital.

“The Army Special Forces have
saved the day with the Special
Forces Challenge. They also have a
massive golf day, they have a big
gala ball that raises a lot of money.

“Then businesses like the Braid-
wood Community Bank, they chip
in a bit, the Servicemen’s Club chip
in and, and a few other businesses
in Braidwood. That’s what I’ll be
aiming on now is to really lift the
awareness around Braidwood. The
Foundation been doing this for four
years for the kids of Braidwood.”

LANDCARE Erin Brinkly

We are excited to invite you to the
premiere of our short documentary
THE CIRCLE: Fire as a Tool for
Healing Country and Community,
produced by Upper Shoalhaven
Landcare Council in collaboration
with Mongarlowe Volunteer Bush-
fire Brigade and the Walbunja Fire
Practitioners.

The film was inspired by com-
munity momentum following the
2019-2020 bushfires to look for
ways we can bring fire back into
our local landscape through regular
cool burns to mitigate severe bush-
fire risk.

The film showcases a collabora-
tive traditional burning workshop
led by our local First Nations fire
practitioners ~ the  Walbunja
Rangers, alongside Mongarlowe
RFS and local landowners, to
strengthen landscape and commu-
nity resilience.

“I think it is a great method and

there should be more of it.” —
Angelo Rossi (Mongarlowe RFS)

“A Healthy Bush is a Healthy
Community.” — Uncle Les Simon
(Walbunja Elder)

“If everyone looks after their
own patch, you end up with a mo-
saic pattern and you don t have an
unburnt piece of country capable
of wiping a community out.” —
Paul Bott (Mongarlowe Captain)

“Projects like this give me hope
for the future.” — Felicity Sturgiss
(Chair Upper Shoalhaven Land-
care Council)

THE CIRCLE: Fire as a Tool for
Healing Country and Community,
will premiere at 3pm on Saturday
29th June at the National Theatre
in Braidwood, and will be fol-
lowed by a conversation with the
Walbunja Fire Practitioners and
local RFS leaders, sharing visions
for the future of our region.
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John’s long service recognised

Paul Cockram

Last weekend, the RFS Lake
George District recognised dedi-
cated members at a special cere-
mony in Bungendore.

John Maddrell, former Captain
of Braidwood Rural Fire Brigade,
was awarded the Long Service
Medal for an astounding 70 years
of service.

John has committed a huge por-
tion of his life to his community
and what is now the RFS. With ra-

dios installed in his house and trac-
tor, not even tending to his prop-
erty and cattle would stand in the
way of a fire call.

In addition to his 20-year cap-
taincy, John has also been District
Deputy Coordinator, Honorary
Fire Control Officer for the Talla-
ganda Shire, and Brigade Presi-
dent. Now a Life Member, he is
still involved with Braidwood
Brigade today.

Among the laundry list of John’s
contributions is the transition of

e

the numbered 13 Brigades of the
Tallaganda District to their brigade
names as we know them today, the
installation of VHF radios, and the
design and construction of the
Shire’s first Fire Control Centre.
His lasting impact on the entire
Lake George District cannot be
overstated.

Looking back at his experiences
with the Service, John considers it
time well spent. “I enjoyed the
whole damn lot,” he said. “I think
it’s a wonderful organisation and to
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be a part of it is most important.
I’ve had a lot of fun and loved it
right from the beginning, from that
very first incident in ’49.”

Always with a good yarn to tell,
John recalled one time when the
Police called the RFS after they
found marijuana growing out near
Mulloon.

“The police asked if I could take
the tankers out and burn it — mil-
lions of dollars’ worth they said. It
was a very professional setup —
undercover areas where it was
dried and everything.

“There was heaps of it growing
and the police were there, pulling
out the plants and we helped them
all day. We had to throw diesel in
on it to get it to burn. I remember
the operation had some pumps and
the police gave them to us for the
bushfire brigade. We worked all
day with them, we burnt enormous
piles of the stuff.

“For a joke we just covered the
back of one tanker with six-foot
plants and we had two fellas with
their heads poking out at the top. I
was driving and for fun we said,
‘See you later, fellas.” All the
blokes there were having a good
time.

“Anyway, at the end of the day
the police said, ‘Come in to Bun-
gendore, all the drinks are on us.’
So we went in with three or four
tankers, whatever it was. I said, ‘I
know what you buggers are up to.
You’ll get us on the piss and then
you’ll have a breathalyser out the
road to catch us.” I said, “Well,
what we’ll do is put the sirens and
the blinking lights on and just roar
straight past you.’

“The coppers said ‘That’s ex-
actly what we’d do.” They were
good sports.

“One of the fellows that came
out with the tankers, after we left
the pub, I’'m sure was affected by
the smoke. You couldn’t shut him
up on the two-way radio. He was
carrying on like a chook all the
way back to Braidwood.

“Ah, it was funny. Yeah, but they
were all good times in one way or
another.”

Highgate IT Services

Your Local IT Specialist
Fixing your computer
problems since 2006

Gordon Waters =

0422 921 269 e

gordon@h ghyateit com au
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Connectivity and mobile
network to be discussed

Braidwood Community Association

The Braidwood Community Asso-
ciation has arranged for a meeting
with Telstra’s Regional Manager,
Chris Taylor, and Kristy McBain
MP, Member for Eden-Monaro, on
Wednesday 19 June, to discuss the
mobile network and connectivity
in Braidwood and surrounds.

Telstra will provide information
about the closure of 3G on August
31st and will advise about connec-
tivity options in the region. Kristy

McBain will attend as our Federal
MP, to listen to the concerns of our
local communities. Telstra has ad-
vised that there may be time to dis-
cuss individual questions if you
bring your own handset.

Braidwood Community Associ-
ation President, Sue Murray, said
that organising for Telstra reps and
Kristy McBain to be in Braidwood
at the same time and in the same
place has been a challenge.
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“We appreciate how busy Kristy
is, and attending a meeting in
Braidwood at 7.00pm on a cold
winter night is not easy,” she said.

The Telstra reps will be Chris
Taylor, the Regional Manager, and
Christina Cawkell, Telstra’s Re-
gional Engagement Manager.

“Again, they have fitted this
meeting into busy schedules and
have worked with Kristy’s team to
make sure this happens.

“We know that there is a need
for this meeting, to clarify the sit-
uation in our district re the closure
of the 3G network, and other con-
nectivity issues. If you are con-
cerned about these issues, and can
spare an hour on Wednesday June

19th, we’d love to see you at this
meeting.”

The BCA will conduct a survey
of residents before the upcoming
Council election, to update its list
of local priorities for Councillors
to support.

This is a follow-up of a similar
survey before the last Council elec-
tion. By doing this it is hoped to
keep elected Councillors aware of
local priorities and accountable for
progress towards their achieve-
ment.

The meeting with the Telstra
reps and Ms McBain will be held
Wednesday 19 June, 7.00pm at the
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club.

JUNE LONG WEEKEND
AMAZING BOOK FAIR

Somehow we’ve done it again!

Trading for just 3 /2 days — 9am
Friday 7th, though to 2pm Mon-
day, 1000s and 1000s of books
were sold along with DVDs, CDs,
records, magazines and jigsaw
puzzles. The horrible weather on
opening day, Friday 7th, was ini-
tially a concern but proved to be a
small blessing as people came in to
seek refuge.

Each day was busy with a lovely
buzz in the theatre as people
browsed and more than once found
that very book they were looking
for and excitedly told us about
their find.

It is very encouraging to hear
people comment on the organisa-
tion of the Fair and how well it is
set out. It has certainly become one
of the Book Fairs to visit and visit
they do, from far and wide.

Each time we run our Book Fair

we streamline the organisation in
some way.

With the request that no dona-
tions be accepted during the Fair,
but left for sorting all year round at
our sorting/storage facility behind
St Andrew’s Anglican Church, El-
rington St, Braidwood, the daily
work load at the Fair is greatly re-
duced with all books being in their
sorted boxes, it is easier to top-up
as necessary.

There is no doubt we have cre-
ated a popular and successful com-
munity event. Yes, a huge amount
of work which, whilst it culminates
at the Fair, really happens all year
round as donations are received
and sorting days held.

It certainly could not happen
without our volunteers and we
thank each one of you: the Apex
‘boys’ who move the boxes of
books from storage to Theatre,

local businesses who support us,
all who give donations and all who
give their time to ‘work” at the Fair.

A true community effort which,
after expenses has given us approx.
$14,000 to distribute amongst local

community groups. Thank you
one and all. With your help, we’ll
do it all again around Australia
Day Jan 2025.
Marjorie, Lois & Ros
Book Fair Committee

BOMBAY RIDERS Vicki Walcott

Our May ride photo comes from
the amazing old bridle track ride we
did along the Shoebridge Track.

The ride started on a property ap-
proximately 12 km south of Ar-
aluen and provided a steady climb
to a fire trail. As the riders ventured
into the mountain the fog could be
seen nesting in the valley below.

Despite the beauty a huge fallen
gum tree, probably due to the
weather over the previous couple of
weeks, caused an unavoidable
shortening of our ride as the terrain
was far too steep and soft to try to
go around it.

Nature is certainly at the mercy
of the weather, isn’t it?

As a heads up the next ride will
be held on June 30th and is a ride

around the township of Braidwood.
We generally ride on the last Sun-
day of each month.

T

STICK and FLY

Mathew Little

\/gq]'x Ok .[‘HS
Pr‘e;H':/ gf‘evt‘f'

here o
MaoinStreel

_TIAQ_\/ exeln, Ihowe a

Drink off'Spens ev)

The only liguid
| coun See {S ...
v O not

H—\o&’S i I’\f'
our \fe.ry win
Sfime_ diS‘PenSef

imagine fhod !




BRAIDWOOD'’S CHANGING TIMES

-

e I £ ot L - =T
Shaye Cooper,Anne McVilly, Louise McKendry, Peter van Rijswijk, Nikki Kennedy, Charlie Campbell, Annie Duke and Chris
Campbell meeting the the Glasshouse to plan the big show,

Wonderwood - a BYPAA
community initiative

Peter van Rijswijk

Ever wondered what Braidwood
looks like through the eyes of our
young people?

The Braidwood Youth Perform-
ing Arts Association (BYPAA) has

developed a program to present a
performing arts spectacular in the
Showground pavilion on Sunday 3
November and we want you to be
part of this community event.

We envisage Wonderwood to be
an absurd journey through the
wonders of Braidwood based on
Alice in Wonderland and Laby-
rinth, told through a collaborative
story telling approach celebrating
our arts and culture with inspira-
tion from local artists.

Braidwood is a community of
many moving parts — schools,
clubs, businesses, teams, collec-
tives, families, environment, ani-
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mals — and this show celebrates
their contributions and idiosyn-
crasies, the people that make up a
place.

Wonderwood will follow the
journey of a girl in a new place as
she encounters a new and often
odd or strange environment.

We have all been (or are de-
scended from) an ‘Alice’ in this
area at some point. Let’s enjoy a
moment of self-reflection and
tongue in cheek fun as we take
‘Alice’ on a journey through our
‘Wonderwood’.

Creative directors Nikki Ken-
nedy and Peter van Rijswijk are
inviting you to celebrate the people
of the local area and the power of
working together towards a com-
munity performance spectacular
and a showcase of who and what
we are.

Schools, youth groups, BYPAA
Choir and circus groups are ea-
gerly looking forward to develop-
ing their performances.

We would like other creative
groups and individual artists to
support this initiative by providing
support through making costumes,
puppets, sets etc.

Funding will be provided for
materials required so let your
imaginations go wild and join us
on this wonderful journey.

Should you require further infor-
mation email BYPAA at braid-
woodperforming@gmail.com .

Knit in Public Day 2024

Robin Tennant Wood

Braidwood joined hundreds of
other Knit in Public (KiP) events
around the world on Saturday 8
June for the annual World Wide
Knit in Public Day.

The local event, hosted by fYRE
Gallery and Pendor’s Realm, is the
11th annual KiP Day held around
the cosy brazier outside fYRE
Gallery.

While participants were invited
to bring their own yarn projects —
not necessarily restricted to knitting
— the event also invited people to
help make some 15cm x 15cm knit-
ted squares for the 2024 charity rug
to be donated to our local hospital
auxiliary on completion.

Cheryl Hannah has suggested
that for next year’s KiP event
Braidwood could contact knitters in
Braidwood Illinois in the US for a
truly international “Braidwood Knit
in Public”.

Day

World Wide Knit in Public Day
was started in 2005 as a way for
knitters to come together and enjoy
each other’s company.

Current WWKiPDay coordina-
tor, Astrid Salling, from Copen-
hagen, Denmark, says that knitting
is such a solitary act that it’s easy to
knit alone somewhere and sink into
your work without thinking about
all the other knitters out there.

“Neighbours could spend all their
lives never knowing that the other
knits. This a specific day to get out
of your house and go to a local
event (with your knitting in tow)
just for you and people like you.

“Who knows you might even
bump into your neighbour! Con-

54k

Margaret Tuckwell, Cheryl Hannah and Elizabeth Hawkes kick off.

sider this a spark, to ignite a fire;
getting all of the closeted knitters
out into fresh air!”

In 2005, there were about 25
local events around the world and
the event has been growing in pop-
ularity ever since.

Over the years there have been
local events in Australia, China,
England, Finland, France, Ireland,

Norway, South Africa, Sweden,
United States and many other coun-
tries.

Until 2014 WWKIPDAY took
place from the second Saturday to
the third Sunday of June each year;
making it a week-long celebration
of knitting and other fibre arts, but
since 2015 it has been celebrated on
one day.
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BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

STORIES FROM THE EARTH:
WHO REALLY OWNS THE
KOH-I-NOOR DIAMOND?

It’s possible only a woman can
safely own this fabled but cursed
diamond. There are already sug-
gestions linking it with King
Charles and his cancer.

The Koh-i-Noor — it has various
spellings— is one of the largest cut
diamonds in the world, weighing
105.6 carats. It’s 3.6 ¢/m long. It is
part of the Crown Jewels of the
United Kingdom, and so, under the
ownership of King Charles III ‘in
right of The Crown,” which doesn’t
mean it’s his to do what he likes
with.

The first written records of this
fabulous ‘mountain of light” — the
meaning of its name— from 17th
century, according to The Smithson-
ian, have it in the throne of Shah
Jahan, he of Taj Mahal fame. But
unwritten records date it much ear-
lier, and in particular as owned by
legendary queen Rudrama Devi,
known to Marco Polo.

It passed from one dynasty to an-
other, but never bought or sold,

until it was ceded to the British, in
1849, as part of the treaty to end the
Second Anglo-Sikh War.

The stone was cut and polished
for Prince Albert’s Great Exhibition
of 1851. Thus it became part of The
Crown Jewels, under the guardian-
ship of Queen Victoria.

Now there is talk of a petition to

Monday

5:00am - Good Morning Country

7:00am - Martin's Morning Mix

1:00pm - Flashback Featured Artist with Rob
4:00pm - Book Reading with Rod

5.00pm - 90's to Infinity

7:00pm - Hot Topics with Bill Waterhouse
9:00pm - Aussie Music Weekly

Tuesday

5:00am - Good Morning Country
7:00am - The Andy Breakfast Show
9:00am - Cyberbeat

11:00am - Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air

3:00pm - Bunkum, Faves & Raves
5:00pm - Blast from the 00

7:00pm - Crap from the past

9:30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy

Wednesday

5:00am - Good Morning Country
7:00am - Martin's Morning Mix
11:00am - Tracking the decades
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
3.00pm - 00’ to Infinity

6:00pm - Weoodsongs Old Time Radio
7:00pm - Magic Carpet Ride

Thursday

5:00am - Good Morning Country
7:00am - Andy at Breakfast

10:00am - From the Archives with Gavin
4:00pm - The 60's in Aust. with Rob
5.00pm - The Conga Line with Billy Bob
7:00pm - Big Rock Radio

Friday

5:00am - Good Morning Country
7:00am - Martin's Morning Mix
10:00am - The Rock Show with Gregg
1:00pm -TC's Time Capsule

3.00pm - Blast from the 90%

5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown
7:00pm - Rock’s Soft Rock

9:00pm - Raised on Rock

Saturday

9:00am — Mornings with Gavin & Roger
12:00 - Paul's Powerzone

1:00pm — A bit of this and that with Gavin
4:00pm — Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
6:00pm — Saturday Night Gold

Sunday

8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara
10:00am - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
3:00pm - 45RPM

4:00pm - Pop Heads

5:00pm - 100% Home Grown

6:00pm - Combined Church Service of
Braidwood

7:00pm - The Mechie Show (Prog Rock)

N
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the International Court of Justice
for its return to India because of its
cultural significance.

Perhaps also significantly, it was
not used as part of the last Corona-
tion. And even more so, the crown
holding it appeared last on the head
of Elizabeth the Queen Mother.

Queen Victoria doesn’t seem to
have shown much interest in it. She
liked sapphires. Prince Albert gave
her a special brooch for their wed-
ding, to be her ‘something blue.’ It
passed to our late Maj. and inspired
the ring her son had the House of
Garrard design for his new, if sec-
ond choice, bride. Garrard now
place a sapphire on the inside of
every engagement ring they make,
to be that ‘something blue.’

According to Vogue, Charles
spent $60,000 on that 12 carat oval
Ceylon sapphire ring.

Prince Harry inherited that ring,
but passed it to Prince William
when he became engaged, suggest-
ing, and I quote, that it would be
nice to think ‘it might some day be
sat on the throne of England.’

Fingers crossed ...

Many people do prefer coloured
stones. I came across the carbuncle
as the subject of a Sherlock Holmes
short story. I knew the term only as
a rather distasteful skin eruption.
But it’s a deep red stone, usually
cabochon-cut, and probably a gar-
net. It’s mentioned in the Bible (al-
though one can’t be sure of the
terminology) and legend has it that
a large one was carried aboard
Noah’s Ark to help light the way
over the stormy floodwaters. Now,
wearing one is recommended for
healing emotional conflicts be-
tween lovers.

— ¥

Another famous red stone is the
so-called Black Prince’s Ruby,
which is set in St Edward’s Crown,
the actual coronation crown, which
is so sacred it stays in The Tower of
London almost until the last mo-
ment. It dates perhaps to Edward
the Confessor but has been altered
and bashed around a bit. It’s very
heavy and not every monarch
wanted to wear it.

However, that red stone is not a
ruby. It’s a spinel. They’re nowhere
near as expensive as rubies, coming
also in other colours, and yet there
doesn’t seem to be any reason for
this. It’s a matter of tradition. Get in
early, jewellery lovers, and buy
yourself a spinel ring!

Also living in The Tower of Lon-
don is the Imperial State Crown,
worn for the Opening of Parlia-
ment. On all other formal occa-

— % — %k —

sions, the Queen wore her own jew-
ellery. She had more than 300
items, including 98 brooches, 47
necklaces and 20 tiaras. I did hear
it said that she avoided one particu-
larly fine, but overlong necklace,
because “it got in the soup.” And I
think we all knew she preferred a
headscarf.

One of the most intriguing roy-
alty/jewellery stories showed up in
The Crown, which of course I
watched, loving stories as I do. And
this one had everything, even if we
never know the truth. Once again, it
was about Diana and a diamond
ring, maybe, just maybe, an engage-
ment ring.

So what do we know? The
princess and the playboy — Dodi
Fayed— certainly had a summer ro-
mance. They were certainly
pestered by the paparazzi. They
found themselves, either acciden-
tally or purposely in Alberto Re-
possi’s Monte Carlo jewellery
boutique. There was an advertise-
ment for a wonderful domed cock-
tail ring, set with a central
emerald-cut diamond surrounded
by four smaller triangular stones. It
was called ‘Dis-Moi Oui!” or Tell
Me Yes! Well, who wouldn’t!?

Did Dodi buy it and propose to
Diana? Did she say Oui or Non?

Tragically, they were both killed
in that terrible car crash.

Repossi loyally refused to talk,
but he had to claim the cost on his
insurance as Dodi hadn’t paid...
does that mean he hadn’t been ac-
cepted? Repossi denies any talk of
an engagement. The ring was later
found among Dodi’s belongings
and returned to the grieving father,
who did pay up, but where is it
now? Is it, too, cursed?

According to Hindu folklore, the
description of the Koh-i-Noor dia-
mond goes: Who owns this dia-
mond will own the world, but will
also know all its misfortunes. Only
God or Woman can wear it with im-
punity.

Let’s hope Charles III knows this.

The slogan ‘A Diamond Is For-
ever’ was coined by a woman,
Mary Frances Gerety (d.1999) for
De Beers Consolidated Mines. Be-
cause of falling diamond sales after
the Great Depression the company
hired NW Ayers and Son, who, see-
ing this as women’s work, gave the
job to their prime female copy-
writer. It’s still one of the most
recognisable advertising slogans
ever.

It’s no wonder the song says
‘Diamonds are a girl’s best friend.’
Fellows, pass them on quickly!
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STATE MEMBER FOR MONARO

HERE TO HELP

CONTACT MY OFFICE FOR
ASSISTANCE WITH:

* Social Housing * Service NSW « Fair
Trading « Education « NSW Health and
Hospitals « State Roads * Police
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Well, just like that the month of
May has slipped by and we have
recently gathered for our June
meeting.

Several of our members were
away travelling the globe however
the 18 who did brave the dark
damp night were not disappointed.

The planned guest speaker, our
National Counsellor, Frances
Turner was unable to attend at the
last minute however after the for-

malities and the delicious banquet

we chatted and laughed amongst * Ambulance * Fire + Rescue * State

ourselves. Olive Rovd
The birthday celebration for AL I

Olive was marked with well
wishes and the sharing of some
tasty cakes baked by Ros, our Pres-
ident. Many happy returns Olive.

Our very own Gaye was thanked
for sharing some interesting and
very funny tales about her recent
European trip. Oh, the fun of get-
ting away ...good on you.

This month for something a little
different, Ros brought along a va-
riety of potted plants including
Buddleias, Forsythia, Chives and
Strawberries which for a gold coin

purchased by the members. Thanks
Ros and what a great idea it was.

Congratulations to Leonie, our
lucky raffle winner this month, I
hope you enjoy the lovely book
prize.

Braidwood Evening VIEW Club
meets at 6.15 for a 6.45pm start on
the first Thursday of the month at
the Braidwood Services Club. If
you’re interested in joining our
supportive, fun Evening VIEW
club this year please give our Pres-
ident Ros Bulloch a call on 043

Emergency Service * Revenue NSW «
Public Transport » National Parks «
Crown Lands « Family and
Community Services * Justice of the
Peace Services and Applications =
Birthday and Wedding Anniversary
Congratulatory Messages

donation towards VIEW, could be 789 5276 for further information.

FREEHOLD HOMES Not lease or license

@ Master Planned Over 55s Estate -

@ Clean Fresh Country Air b

@ Eco-Friendly Designer Homes Y b gf‘ ) A
@ Spirit of Community L s L/ open DISPLAY

. ¥/ NOW
Indoor Heated Pool | Gymnasium | Clubhouse

and
Community Gardens | Pet Friendly Village SUNDAY

70 Little River Rd, Braidwood
www.summerfield.com.au

Call Jane to book an inspection
on 0400 472 577
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Braidwood
arship Program.
TAFE studies.

arship funding.

tor, Mrs Dale Towell says:

check!

review your home loan.

The program gives the opportu-
nity for the youth in our district to
assist them in a financial manner
when they enter university or

Since 2014, the Community
Bank has rewarded over 50 stu-
dents and over $300,000 in schol-

Director of the Community
Bank and Scholarship Co-Ordina-

“It has been my absolute privi-
lege to be part of the Scholarship
Program — for the chance to
offer assistance to our students
as they move forward with their
lives, for the opportunity to give
to the community as our purpose
as a community bank board sug-
gests and top of the list for me,
the unexpected sense of pride in
all the students that I'm fortu-

Q Community Bank - Braidwood

B Bendigo Bank

nate to meet. It brings me back
to this endeavour every year,
and never fails to leave me feel-
ing that those who follow us,
will not simply make a differ-
ence, but they will make a good
difference.”

Biographies of recipients:

Iam a very appreciative recipient
of the community bank scholar-
ship for Bachelor’s degree study.

I am currently in my second
year of studying a Bachelor of
Music majoring in Jazz Vocal Per-
formance at the Australian Na-
tional University. I live locally and
went to Primary School in Bun-
gendore and continue to work and
volunteer within the community.
The grant has assisted me in pay-
ing for my University fees so [ am
able to continue to volunteer in
local organisations such as per-
forming in community productions
and local charity events. With the

MOST
SATISFIED

HOME LOAN

&) 4
YsTomE®

&
G

Time for a
home loan health

With the current cost of living, there’s never been a better time to

Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or call your
nearest branch on 02 4842 1118.

support granted, I was able to take
on opportunities given to me at
University such as performing the
National Anthem at The Australian
of The Year Awards broadcast on
ABCTV at the Arboretum in Can-
berra. At the moment, I am in
Queanbeyan Player’s production
of ‘American Idiot’ and am cur-
rently running my own business
teaching singing lessons in Bun-
gendore as one of my jobs. With
the extra help given by Bendigo
Bank, I was able to take on oppor-
tunities such as these which are
beneficial for my career without
the financial burden.

I plan to study a Bachelor of
Musical Theatre after my Music
degree and possibly a Masters of
Education which will be costly. I
would also have to move to
Queensland, Perth or Melbourne
for this additional degree.

I'am so very grateful and thank-
ful to the Bendigo Community
Bank and the community involved
in supporting me as a young local
music student. This scholarship
has made a massive impact on my
musical journey and I would not
have had the same opportunities
presented to me if it was not for
Bendigo Community Bank, thank
you so much!

Charlie

Charlie Campbell

Hi, I'm Charlie Campbell. I'm
studying a Bachelor of Arts at the
University of Wollongong, doing

COMMUNITY BANK SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM REACHES 10 YEAR LANDMARK

In 2014, the board of directors of
and Bungendore
Community Bank branches, made
the decision to enter into a Schol-

archaeology and ancient history,
and international relations.

I’ve had an amazing past two
years, making lots of friends, par-
ticipating in an archaeological dig
in South Africa and cursing at
streetlights outside my windows.
None of this would have been pos-
sible without the support of the
Bendigo Bank scholarship pro-
gram, the support of my family,
and the Braidwood Education
Foundation.

I’ve enjoyed nearly every class
I’ve done, from Model United Na-
tions, the Archaeology of Australa-
sia, War and Humanitarianism, and
Ancient Greece.

As I enter my last year of uni-
versity and my last semester
(soon!) everyone asks me what
I’'m going to do next, and really, I
have no set plan, I've been so fo-
cused on university, and I probably
will be till I'm finished.

But I liked to be based in Braid-
wood for a bit, get out of the big
smoke, it’s too big for me! There’s
some Defence and Government
graduate programs that look very
interesting, in the department of
foreign affairs, or home affairs.
There’s also some at the National
Museum in Canberra or even the
Australian War Memorial, which
we have discussed a lot recently in
one of our classes. I just want to
expand on what I’ve learnt from
uni, and I've got a big list of places
I’d love to travel to — Egypt,
Greece and Scotland.

But what I do know is that I'm
looking forward to being able to
spend some time at home in Braid-
wood.

Keely Howard

I am forever grateful for having
received the Bendigo Bank
Scholarship in 2015/2016 when
starting my Bachelor of Occupa-
tional Therapy degree at Charles
Sturt University.

This scholarship provided im-
mense financial relief and a peace
of mind when moving out of home
for the first time. I used the funds
to assist with my rent and text-
books needed for my studies. Fast
forward 9 years and I am now the
senior occupational therapist
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working in the acute geriatric
wards and the Rapid Assessment
of the Deteriorating Aged at Risk
(RADAR) team at The Canberra
Hospital.

I love my job and all the won-
derful people I get to meet and
work with on a daily basis. I am
able to spend my time working
with patients to either help keep
them in their own homes or have a
dignified end of life. I only
dreamed of being where I am now,
and the Bendigo Bank scholarship
helped me get there.

— % — % — 3k —

The Community Bank places
much emphasis on our youth and
this Program is certainly testament
to this. For the students that we
have supported to date, it is a fi-
nancial start to ease the burden of
expenses such as accommodation,
text books and day to day costs.

We are proud of what the Com-
munity Bank of Braidwood, Bun-
gendore and Crookwell have
achieved since first opening its
doors in Braidwood in September,
2006. To date, we have invested
over $8m to over 170 commu-
nity/not for profit organisations
and, of course, our scholarship re-
cipients. Included with this im-
pressive figure is over $58,000 that
we have donated to the Braidwood
and District Education Foundation.
Again, another local organisation
assisting with the education and
support of our youth.

Chair of the Community Bank,
Mr Garry Cook said,

“We are a certified social enter-
prise and as such are committed
to returning the majority of our
profits to our local communities.
This is a unique banking model
and we require the community
to spread the message of what
we do and how we operate so
that we can continue to provide
community benefits. The Schol-
arship Program is testament to
the Community Bank support-
ing our youth”.

unity Bank Bungendore with staff, Bungendore Rotary members and Stancia and her mother,

Beadigs Bank

S

ilrlja.

Foreign change collection partnership
between Rotary and Community Bank

There has been a partnership for
several years between Rotary In-
ternational and Bendigo bank
whereby collection boxes are
placed in branches for donations
of foreign notes and coins.

Even 1c and 2c¢ coins and the
odd penny were found in the
boxes which were located in
Braidwood, Bungendore and
Crookwell branches.

It’s very handy to have these
boxes when people come back
from overseas with loose change
and notes and also for bank staff
where they come across overseas
coins regularly in their day to day
operations. It is estimated that
there is the equivalent of over
$A20 million of foreign currency
sitting in peoples homes collect-
ing dust.

So what happens with all the
notes and coins collected? Rotary
representatives  collect these
boxes then separate the notes and
coins into their currencies and
then arrange for them to be trans-
ferred in Australian dollars.

Community Engagement Man-
ager from the Community Bank,
Nick Fry, said “The total weight
of the coins handed over from
Braidwood, Bungendore and
Crookwell was a staggering 51
kilograms. Once converted into
Australian dollars, the figure was
$3907.15. In actual fact, it is a
community donation as it is your

notes and coins that enabled this
figure to be reached.”

The bank does not see the
funds. The bank staff choose a
charity aligned with Rotary Inter-
national to which the money is
then donated. The staff decided to
split the moneys in half, $1953.58
to Shelter Box and $1953.57 to
ROMAC (Rotary Oceania Med-
ical Aid for Children)

Shelter Box is a charity that
provides tents that also contain
items such as cooking sets, solar
lights, blankets and activity sets
for children. They are displaced to
families around the world which
now includes Gaza.

ROMAC provides surgical
treatment for children in Australia
and New Zealand.

We have been able to see first
hand ROMAC in action in Bun-
gendore as there is an § year old
girl, Stancia and her mother, Hilda
from PNG. Stancia was born with
Fistula. Rotary Bungendore en-
tered into the ROMAC program
and received Stancia and Hilda in
February. They intend to be in
Bungendore for 5 months. Stancia
will be receiving 2 corrective sur-
gery procedures in Canberra; the
surgeons are donating their time
and skills. In the meantime, Stan-
cia is attending Bungendore Pri-
mary School in between surgery
and medical appointments.

This is a unique opportunity to
see the work of ROMAC right be-
fore us.

President of Rotary Bungen-
dore, Mrs Christine Allard said,
“The Club is very pleased that we
have been able to assist in this life
affirming journey of Stancia. Be-
coming involved in a program of
this nature has opened the eyes of
our club to the needs of our imme-
diate region and the opportunities
these needs present to us as a
community of Rotarians. Doing
good in the World”.

In relation to the foreign notes
and coin partnership with the
Community Bank, Christine
added, “What could be easier?
Recycling reusing, repurposing
overseas notes and coins (with a
few Australian ones thrown in for
good luck). We usually don’t
bring enough cash home with us
from overseas holidays to bother
converting. This initiative and the
value the coins collected benefits
others. Thanks to everyone donat-
ing, the community bank
branches for collecting and the
staff for deciding where the funds
go. It’s a great win-win story”.

If you do come across some
foreign notes or coins or even lc
and 2c¢ coins at home or in your
loose change, please remember to
bring them into one of our
branches. Every note or coin helps
and it is yet another way that the
community bank together with
your donations can assist those in
need.
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The Walbunja Ranéers at a recent cultural burn;vith 'the../‘/.l.ongarlt).we Brigade.

Walbunja Rangers project recognised

by peak conservation body

Department of Regional NSW
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An innovative project which uses
traditional land management and
cultural burning practices to im-
prove bushfire resilience on NSW
South Coast public land has been
recognised at this year’s Nature
Conservation Council NSW Envi-
ronment Awards.

The Walbunja Rangers received
the prestigious Marie Byles Award
for the most inspiring community
action initiative.

Following the 2019/20 bushfires,
the Batemans Bay Local Aboriginal
Land Council’s Walbunja Rangers
program received assistance from
the Australian and NSW Govern-
ment’s Bushfire Local Economic
Recovery Fund.

The funding has allowed the pro-
gram to expand into Eurobodalla
Shire, Shoalhaven City and Quean-
beyan-Palerang Regional Council
local government areas.

This month’s topic
_—Another kind of inequality -
(bearing the costs of inefficient government)
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BEYOND THE SPIN
The discussion forum that
looks at the big issues
Toread, goto
beyondthespin.online
Free : No Obligation : Feedback Welcome

In conjunction with local govern-
ment and several NSW Govern-
ment agencies, a team of six rangers
have implemented cultural burning,
pest and weed control, land man-
agement, knowledge sharing work-
shops and advised on fire
management plans for local travel-
ling stock reserves (TSRs) and pub-
lic land.

Four local Aboriginal school-
based trainees have also been em-
ployed. The trainees have
completed their Certificate Cert 3 in
Indigenous Land Management
(Walan Wiya) and Certificate 1 in
Dhurga language through TAFE,
alongside training in threatened and
vulnerable species survey and ex-
tensive on-site cultural burning.

Department of Regional NSW

Director Economic and Industry
Recovery Megan Cleary said,

“The traditional land manage-
ment practices used by the Wal-
bunja Rangers is an example of the
proactive actions we need to adopt
to ensure communities build re-
silience to future bushfires.

“As natural disasters become
more prevalent, the NSW Govern-
ment is backing projects like the
Walbunja Rangers, which take a
community led, culturally centred
approach to boosting preparedness
for bushfires, storms and floods.”

Ms Cleary congratulated the Wal-
bunja Rangers for their recent
award and recognition of the posi-
tive long-term impacts this work
will have on protecting communi-
ties on the NSW South Coast.

Walbunja Rangers Project Coor-
dinator Andrew White said, “We
are overwhelmed with how funding
from the Bushfire Local Economic
Recovery Fund, combined with as-
sistance from the Department of
Regional NSW, has enabled us to
establish an ongoing fee for service
model and create new employment
opportunities for our local Wal-
bunja community.

“By expanding our services, we
have empowered our rangers
through self-determination, built
strong relationships with contrac-
tors and NSW Government agen-
cies, such as Local Lands Services.
Most importantly we have built
awareness around the need to adopt
traditional land management in
mainstream conservation methods.

“By sharing knowledge, we have
helped move towards our goals of
healing country, healing community
and healing ourselves through clos-
ing the gap initiative with the In-
digenous and non-Indigenous.”

QPRC Drought Resilience Planning

Queanbeyan Palerang Regional
Council has joined with Snowy
Monaro and Yass Valley Councils
to work on developing a Regional
Drought Resilience Plan (RDRP).

The Regional Drought Resilience
Planning Program is a collaborative
effort between the Commonwealth
Government’s Future Drought
Fund and the NSW Government’s
Regional Growth Fund and aims to
empower regions across NSW to
build robust Plans that are easily
implemented by local councils and
communities, providing a safeguard
against future risks.

The Plan aims to allow our re-
gion to withstand the impacts of

droughts, beyond water and farm-
ing; it’s about safeguarding the
livelihoods, well-being, and future
of our regional communities.
Queanbeyan-Palerang, Snowy
Monaro and Yass Valley LGA’s are
diverse regions. It is important that
the whole community is engaged to
create the RDRP as drought impacts
every part of regional communities.
The broad impact of drought is
an ongoing conversation in the re-
gion, and we acknowledge that this
isn’t the first time the community
has been asked for feedback. A
local consultancy, GHD, has been
engaged to help develop the Re-
gional Drought Resilience Plan.
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News trivia

Have you been paying attention?

@ The adult offspring of a US president was last week
found guilty of illegal possession of a firearm. Who was

it?
»Jenna Bush
»Mahalia Obama

>»Hunter Biden
»Donald Trump Jr
B What has the federal government announced will be built
on the lllawarra coast?
»A new port »A nuclear power station
»An offshore windfarm » A Big Lump of Coal tourist
attraction

B Ahead of the Paris Olympic games next month, what
preparations are being made to ensure environmental
sustainability and safety in the athletes’ village?

»Monitoring and reducing air pollution
» Trucking in pure water from the Alps
»Only organic food to be served
»Ban on motor vehicles

A Which dance event is making its debut as a ‘sport’ at the

Paris Olympics?

»Tap dancing
»Ballroom

»Ballet
»Break dancing

B What iconic Australian band is embarking on a 50th
Anniversary tour?
»AC/DC

»The Angels

»Cold Chisel
»Dragon
@ A new international air service has commenced between
Canberra International Airport and where?
»Nadi, Fiji ~ »Wellington, New Zealand
»Chiang Mai, Thailand »Denpasar, Bali
@ This week Australia has hosted a visit from the Premier of
which country?
»China
» Taiwan

»Vietnam
»South Korea
B8 Which European country will be going to the polls in a
snap election following the EU election results?
»Germany  »Netherlands
»Spain »France
@8 What is the Chinese government sending to Australia as
a symbol of friendship between the two countries?
»A pair of giant pandas
» A terra cotta warrior
» A ceremonial sword
»A 1000 year old Chinese elm bonsai
m Which veteran Australian rock star made one of his first

public appearance last week after having throat cancer
surgery some months ago?

»Angry Anderson »Angus Young
»John Farnham »Jimmy Barnes

Answers:
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90 Wallace St, [af the pedestrian crossing]
8amfo1pm | 6 days a week
Artisan Bread | Gourmer Pies | Greaf Coffee
Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies
Sausage Rolls | Slices ... and more

wiw. dojobread.com.av 0407 222 334

-.__.. -'_-‘

- ;
. 5 i
ok = -

William Verdon

Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622

Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services.
Unique and award winning.

48422882 or 0419445299
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Learner Drivers, Safe Drivers

Improve your confidence as a learner driver from 4:30-
6pm on 27 June in Queanbeyan.

Learner drivers and their supervisors will run through how
to use the digital log-book and improve their knowledge
of road rules. This workshop is for anyone who will

soon be or is currently a learner driver and their driving
instructors or supervisors.

P Register to attend the course at
qprc.nsw.gov.au/events/learner-drivers-course

Work with Council

Coordinator - Building Certification
Coordinator - Fleet and Plant Management
Apprentice Gardener

Manager - Waste Services

Leading Hand - Footpaths

Leading Hand - Tar Truck

Grants and Contributions Accountant

V 060060000

For more information see bit.ly/QPRC-Careers

Have Your Say @

Projects & initiatives open for Closing
community comment Date
Amendment to Queanbeyan-Palerang 17-Jun
Regional Local Environmental Plan

2022 - Reclassification of 19 Gibraltar

Street Bungendore from Community to

Operational Land

Regional Drought Resilience Planning Recurring

» Find all the details on Council's engagement hub at
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Submissions can be made:

® By registering and commenting via
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

By email to council@qgprc.nsw.gov.au

By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
Delivered in person to Queanbeyan,
Bungendore or Braidwood offices

Expressions of interest for Dorper sheep

We have two dorpers at the pound which must be
rehomed together.

» We are seeking EOls until 28 June at
qgprc.nsw.gov.au/public-notices

License Agreement Notifications

Council is renewing a series of licence agreements for a
period of five years in Queanbeyan. We are accepting
submissions on these agreements until 4:30pm on 2 July.

» Find the submissions and have your say at
gprc.nsw.gov.au/public-notices

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Council Meetings and Times

Council holds Ordinary Meetings twice a month on
a Wednesday, excluding December and January.
Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday
prior to the meeting from bit.ly/MinutesAgendas.
Meetings are live streamed via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast.

Members of the public can watch the meetings
online or make a presentation.

For those wanting to make a presentation on an
Agenda item, you can make a:

® Written presentation
- submit by midday on Tuesday
® Zoom presentation
- register by midday on Wednesday

P Register to make a presentation at
bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
® 26 June
® 10 July

Written Questions on Notice

Questions on notice from the community must be
submitted in writing or via email to
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum,
provided to the person who asked the questions and
published on our website.

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and

Regulations Documents are published at
bit.ly/DPnotices

Become a candidate Women's workshop
Are you a woman considering becoming a candidate in
the upcoming Local government elections?

On 9 and 16 July there are online workshops
covering how to run a successful campaign and the
responsibilities of elected councillors.

This workshop series is funded by the Office of Local
Government and Women NSW.

» Learn more and register at bit.ly/EQUIP-2024

Follow us on social media

@QbnPalerangRC o
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang @

pymgied  Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter

council@gprc.nsw.gov.au
WWW.gprc.nsw.gov.au

eepurl.com/codv-v 8




BRAIDWOOD'’S CHANGING TIMES

“All is not well on the
farm” says Rural Aid CEO

Media from Rural Aid

Australia’s most trusted rural char-
ity has been urgently assisting
farmers who are battling increased
levels of mental ill-health in recent
months.

Rural Aid CEO John Warlters
said primary producers are feeling
overworked, underappreciated and
anxious.

“In a recent Rural Aid study, one
in two farmers said they’ve felt
their mental health decline in the
past year,” Mr Warlters said.

“76 per cent of our farmers rated
their mental health as poor, very
poor or average.”

“These numbers show that all is
not well on the farm,” Mr Warlters
said.

“It’s a sentiment echoed across
the industry; Rabobank’s Rural
Confidence Survey has shown
farm confidence has plummeted in
the past three months.”

Rural Aid’s Mental Health and
Wellbeing Manager, Myf Pitcher,
said weather conditions, biosecu-
rity concerns, and disaster recovery
are on farmers’ minds.

“Our counselling team is making
areally important difference every
day, we’ve been all over the coun-
try supporting primary producers,”
Ms Pitcher said.

“From hay drops in South Aus-

tralia, to water tank deliveries in
Western Australia, and resilience
and recovery conversations in
Queensland, our mental health and
wellbeing team have been working
overtime to assist farmers with the
challenges they’re currently facing.

Mr Warlters said the record dry
conditions in the south and west of
the nation are proving especially
difficult for farmers to deal with.

“Rural Aid has organised and ex-
ecuted a support drop of hay,
stockfeed or emergency household
drinking water at the rate of
roughly one per day over the last
four weeks. The demand for hay in
South Australia has been particu-
larly strong.”

“But, Rural Aid can’t do any of
its vital work without the generos-
ity of the Australian public,” Mr
Warlters added.

“With tax time just around the
corner, it’s a good time to consider
a donation to Rural Aid.”

“Thank you to every single per-
son who has dug deep for our
mates in the bush in their moment
of need,” Mr Warlters said.

To donate to Rural Aid, or to
find out more about Rural Aid’s
mental health and wellbeing pro-
gram, visit www.ruralaid.org.au or
call 1300 327 624.

Forrest slams fossil fuel
subsidies, lack of tax

In his Press Club address, Mr For-
rest had highlighted what he ar-
gued was the unequal and
unbeneficial relationship between
multinational energy giants and
Australia.

“Australia’s hardworking teach-
ers, nurses and retail workers pay
more income tax and GST than the
tax paid by the entire fossil fuel in-
dustry, according to The Australia
Institute,” he said.

“In 2021, Chevron paid just $30.
That’s not $3 billion or even $300
million in tax — that’s $30. Despite
making $12.5 billion from Aus-
tralia’s resources.

“In contrast, Fortescue [Forrest’s
company] paid $5.5 billion in cor-
porate taxes and state government
royalties in 2023, making us the

third-highest-ranking company in
Australia in terms of tax paid.

“When we, as a nation, and the
world at large, are crying out for
green energy, why are we giving the
fossil fuel industry a free ride and
forcing energy consumers every-
where to only consume fossil fuels?

“Simple. The multi-decadal pol-
luting companies have exploited vi-
cious lobbying for approvals so
they can crowd out green energy.
So they can prevent Australians
from having the choice between
cheaper green energy which won’t
destroy their livelihoods and them,
and more expensive fossil fuels,
which will.

“In 2022-23, Australia spent over
$11 billion supporting the fossil
fuel industry.”
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HAVE YOUR SAY

Unlocking Australia’s
low carbon liquid fuel

opportunity

Media release from the Hon Catherine King Minister for

Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government

The Albanese Government is seek-
ing views on ways to help kickstart
Australia’s low carbon liquid fuels
(LCLF) industry, from farm and
feedstock to bowser.

We are seeking feedback on op-
tions for production incentives and
other measures to assist the growth
of the industry.

Sustainable fuels will play an
important role as global economies
transform to net zero, and as part
of the $22.7 billion Future Made in
Australia package, we can help un-
lock investment and create jobs.

LCLFs are a priority sector in
the package, with initiatives iden-
tified to support the growth of new
industries to benefit communities
and workers.

Advanced biofuels (sustainable
aviation fuel and renewable diesel)
are compatible with existing fuel
infrastructure and can be produced
from feedstocks including munici-
pal solid wastes and agricultural
crops, some of which are currently
exported.

The response to the consultation
paper will help ensure Australia
has the appropriate policy settings
to encourage the growth and use of
sustainable fuels which will help
decarbonise the transport sector.

A domestic LCLF industry will
produce sustainable fuels to sup-
port emissions reductions in the
aviation, heavy vehicle, rail and
maritime sectors.

In the 2024-25 Federal Budget,
the Government announced a num-
ber of measures to support a do-
mestic low carbon liquid fuels
industry, including $18.5 million
over four years to develop a certi-
fication scheme for these fuels.

The Government also committed
$1.5 million over two years to un-
dertake an impact analysis of the
costs and benefits of demand-side
measures for sustainable fuels,
which will complement this tar-
geted consultation.

Catherine King, Minister for In-
frastructure, Transport, Regional
Development and Local Govern-

ment, said, “Our country currently
exports a significant amount of
canola and tallow each year, which
is used to produce biofuels in Eu-
rope. As part of our Government’s
commitment to a Future Made in
Australia, we should be producing
it right here, on our shores.

“An Australian low carbon lig-
uid fuel industry will make great
use of existing resources, create
new jobs in our regions, and pro-
vide the drop in fuel solutions our
transport sector needs to assist
them on their decarbonisation jour-
ney.”

Climate Change and Energy
Minister, Chris Bowen, said, “Lig-
uid fuels make up around half of
our final national energy use, and
are especially vital in our hard to
electrify sectors like aviation, ship-
ping and construction machinery.

“The previous Government
talked big on fuel security while
watching Australian refineries
close. Making low carbon liquid
fuel on our own shores — from
Australian renewables and Aus-
tralian feedstock — will make our
future fuel supply cleaner, stronger
and more secure.”

Consultation on A Future Made
in Australia: Unlocking Australia’s
low carbon liquid fuel opportunity
will close on 12 July 2024.

Insights from this consultation
will build on consultations carried
out through the Aviation White
Paper process and also inform the
Government’s development of a
Transport and Infrastructure Net
Zero Roadmap.

Submissions can be made online
at the Have Your Say page at: infra
structure.gov.au or alternatively
by emailing: Iclfconsultation@
infrastructure.gov.au.
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HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE Laura Moriarty

What a busy fortnight we’ve just
had with the success of another
fantastic long weekend of fun and
activities!

This fortnight seems to be just as
packed with interesting things to do
around town. Unfortunately this is
your reminder that COVID is still a
thing as your correspondent found
out to her dismay after attending the
fantastic King’s Birthday Sunday
Session at the Smokey Horse. But
six days after testing positive, I can
report that antiviral medications are
an absolute gamechanger in manag-
ing my symptoms, and I have come
good. Please remember it’s still
around and that we are all still vul-
nerable to it. This is also your re-
minder that if you haven’t had your
flu jab, you might want to think
about getting it.

Concerts and Gigs

De Ziah & Date are playing at the
National Theatre on Saturday,
22nd June at 7pm.

De Ziah & Date take a cello and
guitar on a new journey! De Ziah
and Date deliver a spellbinding mu-
sical performance with Ilse de Ziah,
cello and Ian Date, guitar. Beautiful
renderings of melodies interwoven
with captivating improvisations.

The duo have an original take on
musical styles from around the
world creating a deeply emotional
journey for the listener. Moments of
great musical beauty and a deep
love of music and its traditions
makes seeing and hearing them live
a moving and transformative expe-
rience. They will include music
from their new debut album Here &
There. This is the show you want to
catch!

For booking details, please check
out:  https://circlemusic.iwanna
ticket.com.au/event/de-ziah-and-
date-MzEzNTc

— %k — % — % —

The Elegant Associates are play-
ing at the Royal Mail on Sunday,
30th June from Spm. Unfortunately
booked out, but for those of you at-
tending, this is your reminder.

— 3k — % — % —

Reid & Chloe are performing at
the Major’s Creek Pub on Sunday,
30th June starting at 3pm.

Notice of AGM — Braidwood
Quilters & Textiles Annual General
Meeting will be held on Tuesday

9th July, 4pm at the Braidwood Ser-
vicemen’s Club, RSVP to: braid
woodquilterstextiles@ gmail.com
— k — % — %k —
Notice of AGM — REVOKED
MOB

Revoked Skateboarders Incorpo-
rated is a not for profit association
whose purpose is to:

1) Promote skateboarding as a
healthy and respectful activity, es-
pecially in regional and remote
communities.

2) Raise funds to give skate-
boarding equipment to kids in need
and/or from vulnerable communi-
ties.

3) Promote the links between
skate culture and the wider arts and
music cultures.

4) Work with like-minded organ-
isations to promote a healthy skate
culture

Its Annual General Meeting will
be held on June 22 2024 at
12:00p.m. at Casanovas Cafe and
Bakery, 68-70 Wallace St.

We invite all members to attend
and extend that invitation to mem-
bers of the community who would
be interested in supporting the aims
of the association, please RSVP

If you need more information
Contact President Nathan Pharaoh
on Nate@revokedmob.comor by
calling 0437 865 062 .

— % — %k — 3k —

Wednesday June 19th at 7.00pm:
A meeting with Telstra’s Regional
Manager, Chris Taylor, and Kristy
McBain MP, Member for Eden-
Monaro, to discuss the mobile net-
work and  connectivity in
Braidwood and surrounds. Telstra
will provide information about the
closure of 3G on August 31st, and
will advise about connectivity op-
tions in the region. Kristy McBain
will be there as our Federal MP, to
listen to the concerns of our local
communities. Telstra advises that
there may be time to discuss indi-
vidual questions if you bring your
own handset. This will be held at
the Club.

Gallery Openings

Artworx by Julie is holding a
lovely pop-up gallery and treasure
trove of vintage clothing and the
like at BRAG from Friday, 28th
June until Sunday, 30th June. A
wonderful show of vintage cottons
made into clothes for everyday use
but styled for a comfy and happy
wear.

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

These One Off articles are made
by Julie and there will be nothing
over $50.

Some of the Artworx are a new
take on the Catwalk theme, where
others are about the materials used
to make clothes.

Come and join them for a new
experience of a fashion parade.

Friday 6-8pm bar open

Saturday and Sunday 10-3pm

At BRAG

Snuggle n Sing is on from 9:30 -
10:30 am during the school term
on Thursdays. For further informa-
tion, please contact Theresa Pen-
gelly at pengellyte@gmail.com

— % — % — % —

Christina Carroll runs yoga
classes on Monday afternoons from
4pm to 5:15pm, and on Saturday
mornings from 8am to 9 am. Please
get in contact with Christina if you
wish to attend on 0414 385 051.

— %k — % — % —

Songlarks is 9:30-11:10 on Fri-
days. It is a short music class for
pre-school age children, including
infants from about six months old.
Please email Nadia McLeish at na-
diamcleish1 @gmail .com for further
details.

— %k — % — % —

Vera Active Pilates runs on
Wednesdays with an evening class
running from 6:30 to 7:30pm.
Please contact Kate Morris for fur-
ther details at veraactivebraid-
wood@gmail.com

— %k — % — % —

Life Drawing runs on the last Sat-
urday of every month.

— %k — % — % —

Christina has also taken on Sue
Lyons’s pilates classes. Tuesdays at
9am, Thursdays at 9am.

— % — % — % —

Aikido is on during the school
term on Wednesday afternoons, but
please contact Matthew Hulse for
further details on 0438 648 864.

Tuesdays
Tai Chi - 10.00 am

— % — %k — %k —
Bridge - 1.00 pm - new players
welcome, contact Olive Royds
4842 1732 or Rose Ribbons 0421
939 151 for more information. Free
to play.
— %k — % — % —
Canasta — 1lam. Contact the
Club for more information
— %k — % — % —
Squash Comp - Evenings -
School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information.

Wednesdays
Social Bowls - 12.45 pm to begin
playing at 1.00pm
— %k — % — % —
Trivia - 1st Wednesday of every
month. 6.30pm to begin playing at
7.00 pm. $5 to play.
— % — % — % —
Squash Comp - Evenings -
School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information.
— %k — % — 3k —
Tango - 5.30 pm Tango Lessons,
Contact Erika Mordek 0432 687255
for more information.

Thursdays

Golf Club’s Chook Run - Thurs-
day Afternoon
Fridays

Tai Chi - 10.00 am.

— % — %k — 3k —

Friday Raffles - Every Friday
Night, Raffle Tickets on Sale at
6.00 pm, Raffle drawn at 7.30 pm.

— ok —k —k —

Members Draw - The Members
Draw will be drawn anytime be-
tween 7-9 pm and will jackpot up to
a possible $5,000.

— % — %k — k% —

Members Happy Hour — 6-7pm
weekly

— % — %k — 3k —

Line Dancing - 7.15 pm, Social
Line Dancing. Contact Maureen
Robertson 0413 795 630 for more
information.

Saturdays
Golf Comp - 12.00 pm - 4.30 pm

Sundays

Movement for Mobility - 11.00
am - 12.00 pm. Contact Erika
Mordek 0432 687 255 for more in-
formation.

— % — % — 3k —

Social Bowls - 12.45 pm to begin

playing at 1.00 pm.
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— % — % — % —
Poker - 2.30 pm to begin playing
at 3.00 pm. First Sunday of the
Month.
— %k — % — % —
Darts Competition — 4:30pm for
a Spm start every Sunday.

Other Community

Out at the showgrounds there is a
new martial arts dojo in town that
was previously at BRAG. Check
out the class list:

— ¥k — % — % —

Monday: 6am Run Club Tues-
day: 5:30am Seniors, 4:30pm Super
Kids, 5:15pm Teens, 6pm Seniors
Wednesday: 6am Run Club,
4:30pm Super Kids, 5:15pm Kickfit
Thursday: 5:30am Seniors, 4:30pm
Super Kids Friday: 5:30am Kickfit
— to participate, please get in touch
with Mechaela Shepherd on jpsd-
braidwood @gmail.com

— %k — % — % —

Braidwood Dance Studio will be
running ALL classes at Sunday
School Hall (The Anglican
Hall) this term at 68 Wilson Street,
Braidwood, NSW, 2622.

If you are unsure of the right
class for you or your child, do not
hesitate to contact Miss Georgie
with any questions. To enrol, please
visit our website www.braidwood-
dancestudio.com or phone Miss
Georgie- 0457991116

braidwooddancestudio@gmail.c
om

— k — % — % —

The Braidwood Garden Club
runs garden visits usually on 2nd
Thursday of each month. This is
flexible and is subject to change,
depending on the availability of
public and private gardens. Infor-
mation available on www.braid-
woodgardenclub.org

— % — % — %k —

Parkrun is on every Saturday at
the Braidwood Showgrounds from
8am unless otherwise noted.

— %k — % — % —

Braidwood Motor Club meet at
the Club on the second Thursday of
the month at 7pm—for further in-
formation, you can contact Steve
Scaife on 02 4842 1664.

— %k — % — % —

The View Club meet at the Club
on the first Thursday of the month
at 6:30pm— for further information,
please contact Roslyn on 0437 895
276.

— %k — % — % —

The Fishing Club meet at the
Club on the first Wednesday of the
month at 7:30pm.

— % — % — %k —

The Royal Mail’s weekly choco-
late wheel is on as always, as are
their Happy Hours on Monday
through Wednesday nights!

— % — %k — % —

The St Vincent DePaul Society
meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to 1pm.

— %k — % — % —

Crafty or Not group meet every
Thursday morning at the Anglican
Parish Centre behind the Anglican
Church on Elrington St from 11am
to 12pm. All are welcome.

— %k — % — 3k —

Braidwood Quilters and Textiles
meet every Wednesday down at the
Scout Hall from 10am onwards.

— %k — % — %k —

Braidwood Health Walking
Group meets every Wednesday
morning at 8:30 am at Ryrie Park.
For further information, please con-
tact Trish Sargeson on 0438 768
539.

— %k — % — % —

Braidwood Scouts are on every
Thursday throughout the school
terms.

Joeys (ages 5 - 7 years) in tempo-
rary recess, pending numbers.

Cubs (ages 8-11 years) 6 to
7.30pm

Scouts (ages 12-14 years) 6 to
7.30pm

Venturers (ages 15 -17 years) 6 to
7.30pm

Please contact Mal Campbell at
malcolm.campbell@nsw.scouts.org
.au for further details.

— %k — % — %k —

Fit for Life meet every Monday
and Wednesday morning from
7:30-8:30 am at Braidwood Central
School. Breakfast is provided after
an active workout.
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— % — %k — % —

Braidwood Pistol and Target
Shooting Club invite new members
to join. They offer introductory
shoots and club pistols for anyone
who would like to experience pistol
shooting. If you are interested,
please  contact  braidwood-
pandtsc@gmail.com for further in-
formation.

— %k — % — % —

At the Braidwood Hotel Wednes-
day nights are our $13.00 pork or
chicken schnitzel and $16.00
parmigiana nights. Thursday nights
pizza specials are supreme or meat
lovers’ pizza $20.00, or Hawaiian
or pepperoni $15.00. These specials
occur weekly. There are also Friday
night meat raffles.

— % — %k — % —

Ninja training is held weekly in
Braidwood during school terms for
children aged 5+. Ninja training
with Motion Ninja Academy
doesn’t only teach self-defence, it
teaches an integrative framework
for personal development v ia
movement and self-awareness for
whole-body wellness and most im-
portantly, a whole lot of FUN! Next
Class: Mondays at 4pm during the
school term. More information:
Contact Hollie on 0482 955 34

— % — %k — 3k —

Braidwood Social Dancing has a
new schedule. Tuesdays 2-3pm and
Sundays 12:30-4pm at the Club.
$20 casual or  pay-per-
term. www.braidwoodsocialdanc-
ing.au or facebook for details, or
call Carolyn 04 3822 3247.

ABOUT THE PLACE

The ‘Austen Gang’ at the Book Fa;F: M:'Jrgaret:TuckweII, Julia Ermert, Jo

4 Wi i
hn Rutherford, Erika Mordek and Kerrin Glover.
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Anglican Parish of Braidwood

In the Maelstrom
A few weekends ago, Braidwood and sur-
rounding areas were deluged.

I stood inside watching the rain lash the win-
dows and the wind ripping branches from our
blackwood trees. The intensity of the rain tested
every corner of our home, and, thankfully, we
had no leaks. The next morning I walked around
the property: our clay soil was so drenched it felt
as if I was walking through a swamp. On the dirt
road outside, deep rivulets had been carved and
— for once — the traffic had to slow down to avoid
axle and suspension damage. I thought of the
anxiety many people must have felt in more re-
mote areas, watching their access damaged, feel-
ing so vulnerable as the waters rose in rivers and
creeks.

Such is the power of nature. At times like
these, we’re reminded that we are a limited
species with limited ability to control our envi-
ronment.

This week’s Gospel reading — Mark 4.35-41 —
reminds us of nature’s strength. Jesus and his
disciples are crossing Lake Galilee when a furi-
ous storm breaks out. The disciples are afraid,
and they should be. Jesus, though, seems uncon-
cerned; he’s asleep in the maelstrom. In exasper-
ation, one of the disciples calls to him, ‘Don’t
you care if we drown?” We know how the story
finishes: Jesus rouses and calms the storm. But
the disciples’ reaction isn’t gratitude; it’s even
greater fear. “Who is this?’ they ask. ‘Even the
wind and the rain obey him.” They know the
power of nature, and they’ve just witnessed the
power of God.

Ultimately, though, the story is as much about
human frailty as it is about God’s power. It’s
about knowing our proper place in the scheme
of things, knowing we are vulnerable and ap-
proaching our world with an appropriate sense
of humility, not the petty hubris we see in many
of our business leaders and politicians. ‘You are
weak, frail creatures, whether you admit it or
not,” Jesus seems to say, ‘but I’'m in control, not
you. Be thankful, and be thankful that God cares,
and treat the world with care.’

John Foulcher, parishioner.
— % — % — %k —

Join us this coming SUNDAY 23rd June,
10am at St Andrews Anglican Church, Elrington
St, Braidwood for a Holy Communion service,
followed by a welcoming cuppa and chat by a
warming fire. Check out our Facebook page:
Anglican Parish of Braidwood for updates. If
you’d like to know more about Men’s Coffee,
Crafty or Not group and other activities, please
contact Parish contacts: 0497 486 233 email:

St Bede’s Parish

Reflection on the Gospel of Mark 4:35-41
by Nick Brodie

In 2020, Pope Francis stood alone in St Peter’s
Square in Rome and reflected on this Gospel
passage.

‘We find ourselves afraid and lost,” he said.
‘Like the disciples in the Gospel we were caught
off guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm.’

At the time, while a pandemic raged, the Pope
spoke of the need for joint action for the good of
all. “We have realised that we are on the same
boat, all of us fragile and disoriented,” he said,
before adding that this meant we are ‘all of us
called to row together.’

Moreover, as the Pope reminds us, we never
need to row alone. Jesus is always there for us
when we call.

For the apostles, Jesus was in the boat. He was
present, even as his disciples flailed about, wor-
rying what would become of them. In fact, as the
Pope notes, Jesus was ‘in the stern, in the part of
the boat that sinks first.” Whatever our trials, we
should always know that Jesus is there with us.

And, the Pope adds, we can trust that Jesus
understands. Tellingly, Jesus does not only calm
the wind. As the Pope puts it, ‘once they have
called on him, he saves his disciples from their
discouragement.’

— % — % — %k —

Markets in Ryrie Park: 9am - 1:30pm Satur-
day 23 June

Produce; Crafts; Plants; Antiques & Col-
lectibles; Trash & Treasure; Monthly Raffle —
this month the raffle prize is a trailer load of fire
wood. Donations of cooking etc gratefully ac-
cepted at the Parish table. Enquiries to Cathy
Ffrench 0418262011 or Sarah 0417468686

Services NSW next visit to Braidwood will be
on 27th June, 9.00am — 4.00pm.

— %k — % — % —

There will be a Mass in St Brigid’s Krawarree
on Sunday 30th June at 11am. All parishioners
are welcome to the Mass.

Weekend Mass time: Spm Saturdays.

Braidwood Uniting Church

More gold discovered
Don’t let anyone tell you that the gold is all
gone from Braidwood.

I’ve been part of this community for a couple
of years, and I’ve struck it rich many times. Old
mate Dave is a classic nugget of a man. Dave is
part of the Braidwood DNA. Stories ooze out of
this man without any need for searching. It’s not
just the people he knows but the landscape itself.
He knows exactly how long the trip from Ar-
aluen to Majors Creek took when horse and
buggy was your only choice. Anytime Old Mate
has introduced me to anyone in Braidwood, he
generally starts the history from at least 2 prior
generations.

Dear old mate has served this community all
his long days. He was mayor back before the
council was based in Queenbean. He was the
one that told me that our first nations from this
area, referred to it as, “WigWigley”, which
means, “plenty of possums”. I thought once that
“Jinglemoney Rd” was named because the road
was so bumpy that you could be sure it would
make your money jingle in your pockets. Old
mate Dave told me that, “Jinglemoney” is an
aboriginal word that remains with us in the name
of the road, long after the people who lived on
that road have disappeared from the area. In fact
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there was a mob of about 300 people who lived
at the end of that road. What happened to them?
No-one can tell me. By the time the town was
beginning to form, there was a mob at Jingle-
money that had shrunk to about 30.

My nugget of gold, old mate Dave was born
to an elderly father. I believe his father was 68
years old when Dave was born. His dad served
in WWI1 in France. Think about that for a
minute. While Dave is with us, we have stories
that are just one generation off the Great War.
I’ve studied that war for years and I’'m keen to
learn still. Old mate told me a story directly from
his Dad about a time when a poor Indian fellow
was the cook for his company of men in the
trenches of France. There was a time when the
poor man only had one tin of bully beef and
some water, with which he made, “soup” for the
men. It’s hard for us who live in the age of Mc-
Donalds to ponder such a story, but such stories
exist and live with old mate Dave.

Old mate has been part of our church for ever.
Before it was Uniting, it was Presbyterian and
often referred to as, “Scott’s church”. Dave’s for-
mation in the church, equipped him for service
in the wider community. Last year he was pre-
sented with an award for 60 faithful years of
service to the Braidwood Show. In Council, in
church, in numerous other ways, old mate has
become that rare breed of pragmatists. He’s a
man of action with a distaste for all kinds of ide-
ology — and he’s blunt — a quality that can brush
crusaders the wrong way but that truly makes
him adorable. I asked once, “Do you think we
should preserve that old shed behind so and so’s
place?” To which he replied, “Knock it over be-
fore it falls over.”

There’s plenty of gold in Braidwood. You
don’t have to dig deep for it. It’s on the ground
waiting to be picked up. You just need eyes to
see and ears to hear.

grahamlong@mac.com

RAYNOLDS, Thelma Gladys
15 April 1925 - 6 June 2024
Aged 99 Years

Passed away peacefully surrounded
by family in Braidwood, NSW.

Married to the late Pring Raynolds on
19 June 1948,

Loving Mother to Anne, Tim and Cath.
Deeply respected Mother-in-law to
Chris, Sandra and Adrian.
Adored Grandmother "Narn” to
Chris, Sarah, Sam, Ben, George,
Matilda, Jack, Lucy, Nick and Eliza.
Proud Great Grandmother to
14 children and a dear friend to those
living in Braidwood and Araluen.

"She had a smile for everyone and a
heart of solid gold.
Her grace, beauty and kindness is
something we will forever hold.”

Privately cremated

M.H.O'ROURKE
Proudly Australian Owned
Telephone: 6297 1052

Everyone is welcome to join the family
in celebrating the life of Thelma on:

Saturday 20 July 2024 - 1.30 - 5 pm
Araluen Federal Hall

Please bring a chair. a twig of blue gum or a
flower from your garden and memories to share.
RSVP by 16 July (for catering numbers)
Anne Reynolds: Areynolds@gmail.com
or phone 0437 875 821
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BOOK REVIEW
SIDELINES

Robin Tennant Wood talks with author, Karen Viggers, about soccer,

kids and the pressure cooker environment of junior sport

Considering that sport is such an
embedded part of our national cul-
ture, there are surprisingly few
contemporary novels about com-
petitive sport.

Canberra author, Karen Viggers,
has dared to go where few authors
have, and the result is a thoughtful,
insightful and at times poignant
look at relationships between par-
ents and children in the context of
junior sport. She generously agreed
to talk to me about her book and the
issues it raises.

Viggers served her time over
many years on the sidelines of soc-
cer fields while her own children
were growing up. She recalls that
on one occasion, a brawl between
parents occurred at an Under 12s
game when two players began
fighting as a result of a disputed line
call. A parent then ran on to the
field and grabbed one of the young
players by the throat. Another par-
ent intervened and an all-in brawl
erupted between parents. She said
that, disturbing as the incident was,
as a mother what really concerned
her was the fact that her own
daughter would have been on the
field had it not been for an injury
that had sidelined her.

Karen Viggers

That event sowed the seed that
became Sidelines.

The book itself takes place over
a season in a fictitious Under 14s
soccer team called the Minotaurs.
This is a highly competitive pre-
mier league team and the players,
mostly boys but including two girls,
are under pressure from coaches
and parents to perform at a high
level. Dangling in front of the
young players is the carrot of selec-
tion for elite football academies
and, ultimately, the possibility of
one day playing for Australia.

But where is the line between
parental support and pressure? This
is the grey area that Viggers unpicks
with forensic attention.

“Parents in these situations can
see their children as a reflection of
their own parenting,” she said.
“Children want their parents’ ap-
proval and so their behaviour will
be a reflection of what they think
their parents want.”

She describes sport as a “lens of
society. Sport is a great leveller.”
The families depicted in Sidelines
come from the across full social
spectrum, and none is above any
others in terms of behaviour. Yet,
there exists friction along the fault
lines of the social strata.

There are no bad guys here —
certainly the characters have very
human failings, but Viggers treats
them sympathetically. She gives us
insight into why the flaws exist in
her characters and how these mani-
fest in behaviour. The attitude of
some of the boys and their fathers
towards the presence of girls in the
team, for example, highlights an
undertow of sexism in sport, which,
says Viggers, is still an issue.

At a wider level, this is also a
coming-of-age story. The relation-
ship of the two girls on the team
with their respective friendship
groups, and between each other is
handled sensitively and within a
context of the influence of social
media, online images and the avail-
ability of instant communications.
Viggers also deals unflinchingly
with the impact on the mental
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THE REAL DRAMA IS
NOT ALWAYS ON THE FIELD

SIDELINES

KAREN VIGGERS
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health of teenage girls with the
often conflicting desires to please
parents and be part of a peer group,
the tension between performance
on the sporting field and academi-
cally, and their sexual awakening.
Being fourteen isn’t easy, but when
it comes to parental pressure, she
opens the door to questions about
how parents could do it better.

Viggers already has four pub-
lished novels, but with Sidelines,
her fifth, she says she would like it
“to do some work in the world.”
Since the book’s publication she
has travelled extensively and talked
to book clubs and other groups
about the questions and themes her
book raises. The issue of respect in
sport is one she says is often raised,
particularly at the junior level
where coaches, referees and other
team and club officials are volun-
teers.

Sidelines by Karen Viggers is pub-
lished by Allen & Unwin. It is also
available in audio format.

TRIVIA Martin Glover

Week 2 of our “Month of Trivia”
is done and dusted, and it is tight
at the top.

Eight teams arrived at the Ser-
vicemen’s Club, armed with all the
answers (or so they hoped), ready
to dazzle with their knowledge of
“Art & Literature”, “Food &
Drink”, and “True or False”
amongst other categories. A couple

A
The Putney Debates | 647

of teams that had missed Week 1
had some ground to make up, so it
was on from the first round, “Music
& Musicals”.

Stumped, who had missed Week
1, were on fine form early, taking
the lead after Round 1. By the time
the half-time break was taken,
Black Salle & Some were in front
following the use of their 3 Bonus

Points rounds. With 46 points they
were only just ahead of The Dark
Side on 40, and Donna’s Darlings
on 38.

The Putney Debates 1647 had
avoided using any Bonus Points
rounds until after the break and they
came home strong in the 2nd half.
Scoring a perfect 10/10 in the last
round, and nominating this round
for Bonus Points, they ran out the
winners on the night on 84 points.
The Dark Side hung on for 2nd
with 80 points, with the returning
Stumped climbing on to the 3rd
step of the podium with 78 — both
teams also using a Bonus to grab 20
points on the last round.

The win by The Putney Debates
1647 has seen them overtake the
previous week’s winners The
Warri Warriors, to move into the
lead on the “Month of Trivia” table,
158 points to the Warriors 153. The
Dark Side are only a few points be-
hind on 149.

The full points table, with two
weeks down and two to go is:

Team Name Total
The Putney Debates 1647 158

Warri Warriors 153
The Dark Side 149
Ex-Communicado 144
Donna’s Darlings 139
Black Salle & Some 129
The Latecomers 78
Stumped 78
Post Office Patriots 68
Blue Heelers 67
The Hanging Chads 2000 62
The Blowins 42

We look forward to seeing every-
one back next Wednesday 19th
June. Don’t worry if you missed
the first two week’s games, the
usual prizes are up for grabs next
week, along with a whole lot of fun.
See you at 6:30pm, with questions
starting at 7:00pm.
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GOLF NEWS

At the beginning of the year, the
Community Bank set a target to
the Braidwood Golf Club.

For the Ladies golfers, the Bank
would pay $10 for each par and
$50 for each Birdie. For the Men’s,
the amount is $10 for each Birdie
and $50 each Eagle/Hole in one.
Currently the scoreboard
stands:

Women’s Pars $790
Women’s Birdies $350
Men’s Birdies $430
Eagles $50
Total to date $1620

These funds are then donated to
the Braidwood Scouts Club.

The Men’s Eagle amount kicked
off last Saturday in the Monthly
Medal Competition when local
golfer and staff member here at the
Club, Leigh Curtis made an eagle
on the Par 4, 5th hole. In leigh’s
words, “My tee shot finished in
quite a good position on the fair-
way but still had 110 meters to the
green. | grabbed my trusty 4 iron.

The shot felt good and thought it
should be on the green and thought
that a par was a chance. our group
got up to the green and I could not
locate my ball. Maybe a bird (ie)
took it? Did I hit it too well and
went over the back? No. finally, I
thought that I might just look in the
hole and there it was. An Eagle,
meaning that it took me only 2
shots instead of the supposedly
regulation 4 shots. And, I won the
Monthly Medal!. It also means that
the scoreboard shoots up by $50”.

Above is a photo taken with
Leigh with some members of the
Braidwood Scouts. Scout Leader,
Mal Campbell said that the funds
received from the Golf Club/Com-
munity Bank have been allocated
towards the National Jamboree in
Maryborough Queensland in Janu-
ary 2025 where Braidwood will be
represented by 5 members and 2
leaders.

This is another opportunity
where groups in the community
work together with a positive out-
come.

Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

SOCCER

STRANGE TIMES

Cell1hasthebigredbutton

British comedian Alexi Sayle had
a joke that went: “I arrived at
Sydney airport and the immigra-
tion official asked, ‘any criminal
record?” and I replied, ‘sorry, I
didn’t realise I still needed one’.”
Haha! So if a convicted felon has
a chance of becoming ‘leader of
the free world’ is the joke on us,
Americans, democracy or what?
How ironic is the term ‘trumped
up charge’ when a potential
candidate for the world’s most
powerful job is convicted of cam-
paign fund fraud and financial
obfuscation? Apparently being in
gaol is no impediment to being
elected President. This surely
puts the con in constitution. Will
the secret service have adjoining
cells?

Musksticksittousagain

Quite a few Australians were
overpaid in their redundancy
package when Elon Musk sacked
3700 workers worldwide to turn
Twitter into X. He says they must
give the money back because
they weren’t expecting to get it. It
could be argued that they weren’t
expecting to be catapaulted onto
the dole queue either.

FromCAPTCHAtogotcha

This week the media reported
that, “murders, drive-by shoot-
ings and firebombings can now
be ordered anonymously using a
secure black market app that is
like an Airtasker for the under-
world.” The contractor doesn’t
know who he or she is working
for, the instigator doesn’t know
who gets the job and the police
don’t know anything. And we
thought that computers wouldn’t
kill us in the end?

I'llbegoodnowlpromise

The Senate committee has re-
leased emails that revealed
dozens of PwC personnel were
involved in a brazen attempt to
use confidential Australian gov-
ernment tax plans to create fresh
business from notorious corpo-
rate tax avoiders such as Google
and Facebook. Said the com-
pany: “PwC continues to make
progress on delivering on our
commitments to change. This in-
cludes significant steps to en-
hance our governance, culture
and accountability, and we con-
tinue to work hard to rebuild
trust and confidence with our
stakeholders.

Braidwood'’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,

43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram
Contributions are always welcome.

Come home to a better loan

Money magazine’s

Home Lender of the Year 2021
B Bendigo Bank
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