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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
Wed 3 12° 25%
Thur: -1° 11° 0%
Fri: -2° 10° 0%
Sat: 3° 11° 25%
Sun: -1° 12° 0%
Mon: 1° 13° 0%
Tue: 0° 13° 0%

BRAIDWOOD’S

The Braidwood and Villages Busi-
ness Chamber (B&VBC) has ap-
pointed a coordinator for events to
enhance tourism and communica-
tion in the region.

The new Events Coordinator is
Araluen resident, Linda Ovelgonne.
She told the Changing Times that

the aim of the Chamber is to have
visitors stay in Braidwood for
longer and as such, there is a need
to showcase our local attractions.

One of Linda’s first tasks will be
to set up a central website with a
calendar.

“It was felt that when you type

into Google ‘what’s to do in Braid-
wood’, there wasn’t sufficient infor-
mation,” Linda said.

“So B&VBC is setting up a cen-
tral website where tourists and lo-
cals can see a set calendar showing
all the ongoing, and one-off, events.
It will also showcase all the busi-

nesses here by category so it will be
easy for people to research. 

“It will be useful to have a
‘what’s on this week’ page, a fea-
ture front page or a highlight of the
week, or maybe a new shop that we
want to showcase.”

The website and calendar will not
only be for the benefit of tourists,
the intention is for it to also serve
locals. 

“It’s to ensure that we all commu-
nicate a little bit better because we
are a tight-knit community and
that’s what I love about it. 

“There are so many opportunities
to be able to work together. For ex-
ample, some people do tours of cer-
tain places – maybe of their farm or
truffles or the like. So in that case,
can we integrate that with certain
restaurants? 

“Maybe a tourist is looking for
more than just one place to visit.
They want an experience. So then
I’ll try to encourage local busi-
nesses to tap into their specialties
and their services or products so we
can get people and businesses
working together a bit more.”

Linda has a very diverse profes-
sional background. “I’ve worked in
in sales and marketing, interior de-
sign, hotel and hospitality manage-
ment, working with children and
now immersing myself within the
community through work at the Ar-
aluen Federal Hall and part-time
work at BCS.”

In her new role with the BaVBC
her first priority at the moment is to
get the website up and running and
let people to know that they can
contact her for advice. 

To contact Linda: bavbcevents
@gmail.com

New face at B&VBC
Paul Cockram and Robin Tennant Wood

Linda Ovelgonne outside the Visitor Information Centre with a local produce display in the window.



The car crash that is the US Presi-
dential election is hurtling towards
November with no clear outcome
in sight, except, perhaps, the
wheels falling off before it gets
there. 
The assassination attempt on

Trump last weekend and the ongo-
ing public debate about Biden’s
cognitive capacity leaves no one in
doubt that not only is the USA a
country deeply divided, but is on a
collision course with a destiny
foretold by Abraham Lincoln. 
Two and a half centuries ago, the

16th US President said that the
United States “must live through
all time, or die by suicide.”
If Lincoln’s statement, meant to

convey his assurance that the USA
would never be conquered by a
foreign power, is coming to pass,
it’s been a long incubation period.
In a new book entitled The For-

ever War: America’s unending con-
flict with itself, former BBC

Cold War combatant standing.
After the dust of the Cold War set-
tled, the late historian and political
theorist, Samuel Huntington, wrote
that the world would soon wish for
the global political stability that the
Cold War afforded. He theorised
that without the balance of two su-
perpowers, race and culture would
become the fault lines along which
global politics would divide.
Fast forward to 2016, when

Trump was elected president.
Openly racist and misogynistic,
Trump weaponised a culture of
white patriarchal nationalism that
divided America along lines of
class and race. A number of books
were published seeking to explain
this phenomenon, among them
J.D. Vance’s Hillbilly Elegy, and
Joe Bageant’s Deer Hunting with
Jesus, pointing to such reasons as
societal discontent, ‘elitist’ politics
and the belief that Trump was lis-
tening to and speaking for a disen-
franchised white underclass. In
2020, many realised that this was
not the case and Trump was
ousted.
Which brings us to 2024 and the

downwards spiral of US politics
that will, whether we like it or not,
have repercussions globally.
If Trump is the problem, Biden

is not the answer. The obvious re-

placement for him as presidential
candidate is the Vice-President:
that’s what vice-presidents are for.
Kamala Harris, however, is a
woman and black, and in a country
where race and gender have be-
come political flashpoints, could a
woman of colour bridge social di-
visions or exacerbate them?
Women and people of colour rep-
resent a large voting bloc and
while the fact of being female
and/or of colour does not guarantee
a vote for a female and/or black
candidate, it may be sufficient to
get more people out to vote (note:
compulsory voting works!).
Death by suicide was probably

not what Lincoln had in mind for
his country but he recognised the
need for leadership that would
unite people across the divisions of
culture and race. In the leadership
vacuum that has emerged, perhaps
a black woman is precisely what
America needs.
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correspondent in Washington (now
in Sydney), Nick Bryant, has
pointed to such long-standing
symptoms as racial conflict
(“America’s constant curse”), guns
(“where America is a prisoner of
its history”), abortion (“too subject
to the ‘creed of originalism”) and
toxic exceptionalism (grounded in
the myth of American supremacy)
as indicators of its slow suicidal
demise.
There are other factors that have

emerged in the past couple of
decades, however, which, when
combined with the long-simmering
symptoms, have resulted in the
toxic political soup we are cur-
rently witnessing, thankfully from
afar.
When the Berlin Wall came

down and the Soviet Union im-
ploded, President Ronald Reagan
claimed that the USA had “won”
the Cold War. In reality, the US had
“done a Bradbury” and was the last

EDITORIAL Robin Tennant Wood 

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

velop their own community plans.
Read the draft plan and have your
say until 25 July at
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/braid
wood-community-plan

—  * — * — * —
The NSW Government are seek-

ing comments on the Milestone 3
report for the 15-Year Management
Review of ‘Braidwood and its Set-
ting’ State Heritage Register List-
ing. This is the final component of
the project and provides recommen-
dations for the short-long term
management of the state heritage
register listing. Comments are open
until Monday 5 August and can be
made at www.haveyoursay.nsw
.gov.au/braidwood

—  * — * — * —
The Australian Government’s

2024 Regional Telecommunica-
tions Independent Review Commit-
tee will be visiting Braidwood to
hold a public stakeholder consulta-
tion session on Friday 9 August
2024. The meeting will be at the
Braidwood Community Centre, 4
Park Lane, from 2pm to 4pm. The
Regional Telecommunications Re-
view occurs every three years and
is an opportunity to examine the ex-

Help shape the future of Braid-
wood by having your say on the
Draft Braidwood Community
Plan. 

The Draft Braidwood Commu-
nity Plan has been developed to
document what is important to the
people of Braidwood and the sur-
rounding area. The Braidwood
community has helped put this plan
together and identified opportuni-
ties to make Braidwood an even
better place to live, work and visit.
Braidwood is one of many unique
towns and villages in our local gov-
ernment area and it’s important that
residents feel empowered to share

FROM THE QPRC DEPUTY MAYOR

Esma Livermore QPRC deputy mayor.

isting and future telecommunica-
tion needs in regional, rural, and re-
mote communities across Australia.
Register to attend at
https://buff.ly/4cnFIJM 

—  * — * — * —
We are developing a Drought Re-

silience Plan in partnership with
Snowy Monaro Regional Council
and Yass Valley Council. This plan
will help make sure our communi-
ties are well equipped to tackle the
environmental challenges of the fu-
ture. Your feedback will help us
gauge which factors are most im-
portant in our region and form a key
part of our plan. Your insights will
help us ensure that the plan ad-
dresses the specific needs and con-
cerns of our residents and fosters a
sense of ownership and commit-
ment among us all.  Fill out the sur-
vey by 26 July at
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/re
gional-drought-resilience-planning

—  * — * — * —
We are holding a candidate brief-

ing session ahead of the Local Gov-
ernment Election on Saturday 14
September. This information brief-
ing will give those interested in be-
coming a councillor a better

Why Kamala Harris will be
the 47th US President … 
and other hopeless delusions

their hopes for the future. This plan
is intended to be a pilot for other
villages and localities in the local
government area that choose to de-

Vice President Kamala Harris
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SERVICE SPOTLIGHT

Dose administration aids

A dose administration aid (also known as a DAA or Webster
PackTM) contains individually sealed compartments to help
you take the right medicine at the right time. DAAs help you
reduce the chance of forgetting to take your medicine, and
reduce the chance of taking your medicine incorrectly.
Importantly, the use of a DAA can help you stay in your home
longer, and make is easier for your family to assist with your
medicines if you are unable to. DAAs may also be needed for
patients requiring nursing care at home, or patients spendning
a period of time in a resipte or Residential Aged Care Facility.
To commence with a DAA, our pharmacist will need a list of
medicines from your doctor, and all
your regular medicines and
prescriptions that you have at home,
including any vitamins. 
Packing fees applies, however if you
receive aged care funding, your
provider may cover these. Veterans’
Affairs patients, and indigenous patients
are eligible for fully subsidised DAAs..
You can book an appointment to set up a DAA by visiting
www.medadvisor.com.au/Network/CapitalChemistBraidwood
or simply pop-in next time and chat to our team.  

*Try packs for FREE and save $34 in the first month. 

*Chang
ing Times

Special 
Offer* 
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is Servic

e
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ONE month of D
AA pack
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FREE of c
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*

understanding of the role and re-
sponsibilities. Councillors can play
a key role in making decisions that
influence both the short-term con-
cerns and long-term strategic direc-
tion of their local community. Join
us on Monday 29 July from 5pm to
8pm in the Braidwood Room on the
Mezzanine Level of the Nellie
Hamilton Centre at 257 Crawford
Street, Queanbeyan. Learn more
about the briefing’s agenda and reg-
ister to attend at
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Council/Loc
al-Government-Elections-2024/In-
formation-for-Candidates 

—  * — * — * —
Enter your amazing business,

suburb, town, or community in the
Keep Australia Beautiful NSW:
Sustainable Communities – Tidy
Towns Awards. There are thirteen

Our Native Animal Rescue Group
volunteers do a massive job in res-
cuing and rehabilitating wildlife
around the region, which leaves
them little time for other tasks in-
volved in running a vital organisa-
tion, such as raising the funds to
keep it going.

NARG members, Ally Kemp and
Inke Faulkner, however, got their
heads together and decided that as
they don’t do active animal work,
they’d do what they’re good at: ar-
ranging an event.

categories that focus on responsible
environmental achievements and
strong community spirit. Find out
more and submit your entries by 31
July 2024 at www.kabnsw.org.au/
awards/tidytowns2024

—  * — * — * —
Have you ever thought about

joining our Family Day Care team?
We have been operating in the local
community for almost 40 years, of-
fering a small group setting with
mixed age groups where children
are cared for by quality educators.
Our next Future Educator informa-
tion evening is in Queanbeyan on
25 July from 6pm to 7pm at the
Axis Youth Centre. Register your
attendance at
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Events/Fu-
ture-Educator-information-evening

Get your skates on for
Winter Wildlife Whoop-up 
Robin Tennant Wood

counting the kangaroos, wallabies,
possums, birds, reptiles and other
native species being cared for by
NARG carers in the district.

Inke and Ally decided on a single
fundraising event and so as not to
impose on the animal carers, they
took on the organisation of a day-
time event.

The Winter Whoop-up will be
held on Sunday 28 July as a
lunchtime event. 

The wonderful Mey Delvion
from Chez Mey has come on board
and will be serving a three-course
lunch. Local entertainers, David
McClymont, Deborah Thompson
and Nicki Taunton will be perform-
ing and Hamish Hudson will be
MC and auctioneer. 

Ally said that around 20 local
businesses have donated for the
charity auction and there is also a
lucky door prize.

“The idea is to focus on the bright
side of animal rescue”, Ally said.
“We want this to be light and posi-
tive.

“Not everyone has the time,
space or skills to care for injured or
orphaned animals, but NARG can
always use the skills that people
have.”

Numbers for catering have to be
finalised by 21 July, so book your
ticket and get your Whooping-Up
shoes ready. https://events.humani
tix.com/winter-whoop-up-for-
wildlife/tickets

Ally said that one of the problems
NARG has, is that it’s a very small
group, so it gets no funding from
government or other bodies, but at
the same time it is working in a
large region and deals with huge
numbers of animals. At any one
time, the Majors Creek Wombat
Refuge can have up to 30 wombats
in care, from the tiny pinkies
through to adults awaiting release
back into the bush. And that’s not



The cold weather might be keep-
ing many of us indoors, but truffle
harvest season means the treasure
hunt for the edible black gold is on
for the district’s truffle farmers.

Ally Kemp, of Tallaganda Truf-
fles, explained the lure of truffle
farming to the Changing Times.

“I like dirt, I like cold and I like
dogs”, Ally said. 

Truffles like hot, dry summers
and cold, frosty winters, which
makes our local climate ideal for
them and indeed, they are a product
for which our region is becoming
increasingly known.

In technical terms, truffles are the
fungal fruiting body of a specialised
fungus known as a mycorrhiza. The
mycorrhiza becomes colonised on
the roots of certain host trees
(mainly oaks, hazelnuts). 

The fungus and roots live in a
symbiotic relationship where the
fungus uses the trees resources cre-
ated by photosynthesis and tree re-
ceives solubilised nutrients like

The Greens for Queanbeyan-
Palerang today announced their
team for the 14 September Local
Government elections, led by
Greens Councillor Katrina Willis. 

Protecting nature, housing for all
and climate action are key priorities
for this election at which we’re
working to double our representa-
tion so that we can achieve even
more next term. 

“The Greens have worked with
other progressive councillors to re-
duce Council’s greenhouse gas
emissions, create a plan for afford-
able housing and extend cat con-
tainment to all new housing areas,“
Cr Willis said.

“On Council, The Greens have
helped reduce the cost of commu-
nity centres for residents, abolish li-
brary fines, restore the community
donations program and invest more
in local heritage, arts and culture.

“A clear message at the last coun-
cil election in 2021 was that smaller

communities felt overlooked and
unheard. In this term, Council has
listened to communities and is
working to meet their needs.

“I am seeking re-election to build
on these achievements to: cut
greenhouse emissions faster; build
more footpaths and bike paths; im-
prove resource recovery; extend cat
containment across our council area
and; secure a better financial deal
for local councils and communities.

“Electing more Greens to Coun-
cil will give us an even better op-
portunity to protect our local
environment and create a more sus-
tainable and caring community.”

The Greens team for Quean-
beyan-Palerang includes people
from different towns and back-
grounds across our local govern-
ment area. They each have a strong
commitment to safeguarding our
environment and community inter-
ests, and achieving social justice for
all people.
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phosphate from the fungus.
Ally said that the easy part of the

process is the planting of the inoc-
ulated seedlings. Tallaganda Truf-
fles has French oaks and hazelnuts.
She says it’s important to test the
soil of the truffière (truffle orchard)
before planting, because the pres-
ence of heavy metals or chemicals
in the soil will affect the integrity of
the fruit, and therefore the mar-
ketability of the product.

One of the hardest, but possibly
more fun, aspects of the process is
training the truffle dogs. Ally says
there are two ways to get a good
truffle dog: one is to pay thousands
of dollars for a Lagotto Romagnolo,
an imported truffle dog from Italy;
the other is to train your own dog or
dogs. 

“Dogs love to play, so the trick is
to make it a game for them with a
reward. You train them on the scent
of the truffle but it takes time and
ideally, you need more than one
dog. They might get tired of the

Greens for QPRC
Greens media

Tonya Rooney, Greg Buckman, Katrina Willis, James Ansell, Simon Wooldridge,
Kathleen Maher.

Truffle season opens
Robin Tennant Wood

game after half an hour but you’ve
still got a whole paddock to harvest.
Really, any dog that loves a game
can be a truffle dog,” says Ally. Her
own truffle dogs are a kelpie-cross
and a border collie.

While the truffière might look
nice with the trees in the orchard,
the real action is underground. 

“As the truffière develops, you
notice a ring around the trees where
the grass looks like it’s been killed,”
said Ally. 

“That’s called a brulé, and it hap-
pens because the truffles them-
selves are able to send up a
chemical that kills off the grass so

they get the nutrients and light that
they need to grow and ripen.”

While there is a national truffle
organisation, there is no local group
like the Garlic Co-op. The logistics
of organising one is the main obsta-
cle. Ally is keen to revive the pre-
Covid Truffle Festival that was held
locally, and says that she’ll be look-
ing at doing that for next year.

Meanwhile, truffles are available
at the VIC and from Gallery 103.
Ally sells online as well. Truffles
retail for around $2.50 a gram, and
your humble correspondent can
confirm that they’re worth the in-
vestment!

Ally Kemp with truffles at the Visitor Information Centre.



Applications for Nutrien Ag Solu-
tions’ Community Grants Program
are now open, with eligible not-
for-profit organisations invited to
apply for a grant of up to $5,000 to
support community projects in re-
gional Australia.

“Through our partnership with
the Foundation for Rural & Re-
gional Renewal, the Nutrien Ag So-
lutions Community Grants Program
has been instrumental in providing
more than $750,000 in funding over
the last three years to local not-for-
profit organisations,” said Mady
Muirhead, Corporate Affairs Advi-
sor at Nutrien Ag Solutions.

“In 2023 alone, we granted more
than $252,000 to 57 community-led

projects across remote, rural and re-
gional Australia. These projects are
designed to strengthen and invigor-
ate our communities, making them
even more vibrant and prosperous.”

“We’re a local employer across
hundreds of communities, so we
know what a privilege it is to live
and work in regional Australia. Our
community investments are under-
pinned by one aim – contributing to
a successful, sustainable and safe
future for agricultural communi-
ties,” said Ms Muirhead.

The Nutrien Ag Solutions Com-
munity Grants Program has sup-
ported more than 160 local projects
since its launch in 2021, including
the redevelopment of fire shed fa-

cilities at Carabost, New South
Wales; the restoration of the historic
Buangor Cobb and Co at Buangor,
Victoria; and the construction of a
stage shelter at the agricultural
showgrounds in Millicent, South
Australia. 

“We work in partnership with our
communities to support them at a
grassroots level, in ways that best
suit the specific needs of that com-
munity,” said Ms Muirhead.

Foundation for Rural & Regional
Renewal (FRRR) Place Program
Lead, Jill Karena, says that it’s
wonderful to partner with Nutrien
Ag Solutions to support local not-
for-profits that know just what’s
needed to make their communities

more livable, vibrant and sustain-
able.

“Whether it’s an initiative to en-
gage local young people, enhance-
ments to community facilities to
bring people together and facilitate
connection, or providing access to
services many of us in urban areas
take for granted, the Nutrien Ag So-
lutions Community Grants Program
has the flexibility to respond to
local priorities identified by local
people. We look forward to seeing
what those needs are this year and
to help bring those great ideas to
fruition,” said Ms Karena.

Applications for the 2024  Com-
munity Grants Program are open
now and close on the 8th August
2024, with successful applicants an-
nounced in October this year.

For more information and to
apply, visit: www.nutrienagsolu-
tions.com.au/nutrien-ag-solutions-
community-grants-program
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has done, what they are doing, and what they
will always do. 
I am very staunch in my values on certain

subjects, which may go without saying, but his-
torical articles can become almost illegible to
me if I can’t gauge it against the world around
me, or, more accurately, against the people
around me. Of course there are disclaimers to
a statement like this; generational trauma and
indoctrination are often weaponised, and when
analysed can lead to criticisms of the commu-
nity with which one may have felt more
morally aligned. 
Branching outside of your immediate online

or real world bubble and learning to critique is
imperative to growth, but I still believe the
community is where work is done. Needless to
say, I learnt this from my own community. So,
may your murky subjects become much clearer,
and may clarity give way to nuance. Ideas only
came from people, and they’re alive because
we are.

Visiting Northern Ireland, somewhere that’s
very almost home, is always riddled with bit-
tersweetness. 
Arriving and seeing family means you will

be leaving and saying goodbye. Being asked
about my travels over and over
this past week has made my
experience more succinct each
time it’s retold. Of course the
weather is the easiest and least
tender subject to recall, and if
the conversation is longer than
a thirty second “hello, how are
you?” before I take a coffee
order, 
I usually land on the strange

political climate (not unusual
for Northern Ireland of course)
as it now pertains to cultural
affiliations with Israel and
Palestine. Five minutes in I
might find myself explaining the tendency to
spot flags of Union Jacks flown with those of
Israel in mostly Protestant areas, while in

mostly Catholic areas the Tri-colour flag would
be seen with the Palestinian, usually with some
graffiti proclaiming resistance against colonial-
ism. 
It has been strange to find that I could go on

about this topic for longer than I would be able
to about another conflict, as here in Braidwood
people seem much less familiar with the North-
ern Ireland ‘troubles’. But then, even as some-
one who migrated from there as a seven-month
old, with half of my family and half of my heart
still in Ireland, I am only just understanding its
peculiar socio-political ways myself. 
Before this visit, I certainly wouldn’t have

felt comfortable to open my mouth about the
subject, least of all without looking to my Dad
before speaking, mostly to see if he would
speak first. I wanted so badly to understand it
objectively, to find out who the real good guys
were and stand by them. 
Perhaps learning about colonialism in Aus-

tralia lent itself to a very clear cut view of what
I could understand as right and wrong, and even
though I see it as different, I’m sure many
young people in Northern Ireland still see them-

selves on one side or an-
other. I will not speak on
things I don’t know any fur-
ther, but I do know that I
ended up looking to people
I loved for my view of it. 
Perhaps that’s what I’ve

always done, not just with
ethical or political dilem-
mas, but even with choosing
course electives at uni or
high school, what tobacco to
smoke or alcohol to drink,
what pub I smoke or drink it
at, what city I move to or
what town I move back to. I

began to choose who I wanted to be based on
those around me, and in a lot of ways that is
who I became. Perhaps that’s what everyone

Travel troubles

EnergiZed

Lily Acheson

Nutrien Ag Solutions offers grants for
community groups in regional Australia



When Phil Wilson and Nicole
Vieser of Mongarlowe decided to
future-proof their home for energy,
they looked firstly at the number of
solar panels the house could hold.
“That was a huge number of pan-
els,” Phil said. So they pared it
back a bit, but with the aim of not
needing to add more panels in the
future.
They decided on 30 panels: 20

on the northern side of the house,
which is at 30 degrees, and10 pan-
els on the veranda roof, which is
south facing at seven and a half de-
grees. 
“We would then cover both the

northern sun and also the morning

With the rebate on solar panel
installation, it was a $15,000 sys-
tem. Phil and Nicole paid just
under $10,000. That covered the
30 panels and a 10-kilowatt in-
verter. 
“These are good quality compo-

nents, not the absolute highest
quality, but certainly not the lowest
grade.”
They obtained four quotes using

Solar Quotes, which is an Aus-
tralian company that, according to
Phil, “tries to weed out dodgy in-
stallers and poor quality compo-
nents.” Solar Quotes then
recommend a range of providers
and they selected a local one. 
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and afternoon sun covered by the
south facing panels. 
“The system is rated at 13.2 kilo-

watt hours, which is far more than
we need to power the house with-
out heating and pumps and things
running. It’s about 320 watts. So
13,000 is an oversupply, but we’re
only going to produce that in the
middle of the day in summer, re-
ally. But we wanted to be able to
collect enough energy in winter as
well. 
“So with this configuration,

we’re producing enough to run the
house from about 8.30 in the morn-
ing, in the middle of winter on an
overcast day, which is terrific.”

STICK and FLY Mathew Little

Future-proofing with solar
Paul Cockram and Robin Tennant Wood

“I made the decision on which
company to go with based on the
information that they gave me,
how interested they were in talking
to me about answering all my
questions and things, how factual
the information stacked up after I
did some research, and then how
much customer support there was
going to be, and then quality of
components.” 
Nicole and Phil’s final criterion

was the price of the set-up. At this
stage they’re not installing a bat-
tery which would have cost an-
other $15,000. “That’s money we
just don’t have,” said Phil. “But we
can look at that down the track.”
Rationale:
Previous quarterly bill $635
Expected quarterly bill $227
Payback period 5.8 years



Given the Council elections are to
be held on 14 September, the
Braidwood Community Associa-
tion will conduct a survey to iden-
tify priority issues and projects for
Braidwood and District to be ad-
vanced during the next term of
Council.  
This will be a repeat of a similar

exercise the BCA undertook before
the 2021 Council elections, when
over 200 responses were received.
The survey will give full and

part time residents of 2622 (includ-
ing youth) the opportunity to rate
the importance of a range of proj-
ects from very low to very high im-
portance. 
Based on the survey results, the

long list of ideas will then be re-
duced to a shortlist of 5 to 6 main
priority issues / projects. The BCA
will then ask all Council candi-
dates to commit to supporting
these priority issues / projects prior
to the upcoming QPRC elections.
The BCA will not endorse any

particular candidate or ticket but
will indicate those who have com-
mitted to advancing the commu-
nity’s priorities and those who
have not.  It will then be up to in-
dividual voters to choose for whom
they vote.

The survey will be open from 15
July until 12 August, 2 days before
the close of nominations and regis-
tration of candidates and groups for
the QPRC election.  
The online survey can be found

at: https://www.braidwoodcommu
nity.org.au/, with hard copies avail-
able from the Braidwood Library,
Visitors Information Centre and
Community Bank Braidwood.
Please return completed hard
copies to these locations by 12 Au-
gust.
Local residents will have an op-

portunity to hear from Council
candidates at a BCA organised
Meet the Candidates event on Sep-
tember 5th, at 6.30pm at the Braid-
wood Servicemen’s Club.  All
Council candidates will be invited
to attend. 
The issues/projects included in
the questionnaire, in no
particular order, are:
n Better maintenance of rural
roads – including fully meeting the

limits) including the known
hotspots of McKellar, Elrington,
Wilson and Monkittee streets.
n Facilitate the development of a
caravan park for Braidwood.
n Develop cycling infrastructure
to make the region a cycling desti-
nation (eg. mountain bike trails,
signage).
n Community Transport – Coun-
cil to investigate ways to provide
or facilitate community transport
for medical appointments and out-
ings as done by other LGAs.
n Enclosed off-lead dog park –
there are many dog owners who
would like to see the provision of
an enclosed off-lead dog park sep-
arating large from small dogs to
allow dogs to exercise in safety.
n Covered and heated swimming
pool – while the pool and changing
facilities have been upgraded, cov-
ering and heating the pool will ex-
tend the length of the swimming
season and the use of the pool.
n More affordable rental housing
in Braidwood. With increasing
house prices there is a real need for
a supply of appropriate affordable
rental housing.
n Truck and RV Parking – need
for designated parking areas and
signage.

n Regulating short-term holiday
rentals and capping the number of
days per year that can be booked.
n Progress on advancing the cur-
rent 6 issues/projects
As part of its submission on the

2024/25 Integrated Plans, the BCA
reviewed progress and effort by
Council in advancing the current 6
issues/projects identified in 2021
and has rated Council’s perform-
ance so far as:
• Better maintenance of un-
sealed roads— Good, with staff
effort ‘Very Good’ at times 

• Long-term strategic plan for
Braidwood— Average

• Securing Braidwood’s water
supply — Average

• Environmental enhancement
— Poor to Average

• Preservation of Braidwood’s
heritage— Average

• Harmonisation of water,
sewage, and waste— Very Poor
charges across QPRC 
This gives an overall rating of

the current Council as ‘Just below
Average’.  Details on the assess-
ment can be found at:
https://www.braidwoodcommu
nity.org.au. 
Meet the Candidates meeting
The BCA will be hosting a

‘Meet the Candidates’ event for the
upcoming QPRC elections. This
meeting is scheduled for Thursday
5th September at 6.30pm at the
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club. All
Council candidates will be invited
to attend.
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maintenance schedule for unsealed
roads and better communication of
the grading schedule.
n Long-term strategic plan for
Braidwood – eg locations of future
housing and industrial develop-
ment, rezoning, possible
bypass/ring road, social housing,
commitment to heritage protection
and beautification, tourism devel-
opment etc.
n Securing Braidwood’s water
supply – QPRC is undertaking a
review of water security for Braid-
wood, which may consider addi-
tional source / storage options.
n Environmental enhancement –
eg. more tree planting for shade
within town and along roads, pro-
tection of significant trees, man-
agement of creeks to improve
public access, and encourage bird-
watching and platypus viewing.
n Preservation of Braidwood’s
heritage – More funding to main-
tain heritage listed buildings.
 Better consultation and communi-
cation with Braidwood residents in
line with the recommendations of
the recently released GML Mile-
stone 3 Report on the management
of the State Heritage Listing of
Braidwood and its Setting. 
n Harmonisation of water and
sewerage charges across QPRC.
Overall Braidwood charges are
significantly higher than those
charged in Queanbeyan. In 2024-
25 they will be $676 higher.
n Completion of all high priority
paths in the Braidwood Bicycle
and Pedestrian Facilities Plan. Cur-
rent works outstanding include a
priority path and 2 refuge islands.
The Plan is to be reviewed and will
add new priority paths.
n Development of a shared path
around Braidwood. While sections
of this could be completed during
the next Council term, completion
of the overall path would take
longer.
n More off-street car parking –
QPRC to commence a small car
park behind D&S Motors and ex-
pand it when their Works Depot is
relocated.
n Traffic calming of key side
streets throughout the town (eg.
speed humps and review of speed

BRAIDWOOD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION Sue Murray

Survey of priority issues and projects
for Braidwood and District



RED CABBAGE SCHNITZEL
WITH ANCHOVY AND
BITTER LEAVES

Recipe by Analiese Gregory
A favourite from Braidwood Arts

and General’s Danielle—all ingre-
dients are available at Arts and
General, and it’s a seasonal recipe.
INGREDIENTS
½ red cabbage (green can be used,

but lacks the depth of flavour the
red one provides)

120g butter
4 anchovy filets
150mL brown chicken stock
2 garlic cloves
4 thyme sprigs
1 egg
50mL milk
100g plain flour
250g panko crumbs
Oil for deep frying
1 bunch young raddichio or similar

bitter leaf
Anchovy mayonnaise
2 eggs
15g Dijon mustard
25g anchovy filets
1 tablespoon oyster sauce
1 tablespoon lemon juice plus extra

for seasoning
1 tablespoon apple cider vinegar
½ tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
250mL grapeseed oil
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METHOD
Preheat the oven to 180c.
Clean off the outside leaves of

the cabbage and season them with
salt and pepper. 

In a Dutch oven or large
saucepan with a lid, let the butter
melt over a low heat. Add the cab-
bage, cut side down, and let it cook
for a few minutes, then add the an-
chovies, chicken stock, garlic, and
thyme. Cover and bring to the boil,
then roast in the oven until fully
cooked —  this should take about 40
minutes. Drain the cabbage, reserv-
ing the cooking juices then chill
overnight in the fridge, being care-
ful to keep its original form as
much as possible. Reduce the cook-
ing juices by two-thirds, and re-
serve for dressing.

—  * — * — * —
The next day, cut the cabbage

into four wedges. Gently whisk the
egg and milk together to form an
egg wash. Dredge the cabbage seg-
ments through the flour, keeping
them whole, and then the egg wash
and panko crumbs. Arrange on a
tray lined with baking paper and
chill until needed.

For the anchovy mayonnaise,
combine the eggs, mustard, an-
chovies, oyster sauce, lemon juice,
apple cider vinegar and Worcester-
shire sauce in a blender and whizz
until smooth. With the blender run-
ning, slowly drizzle the olive oil in
a little at a time, making sure each
addition is fully blended before
adding any more. The sauce will
thicken and lighten as you add the
oil. At the end, it should be thick,
shiny, and fully emulsified.

Preheat a deep fryer or a pot full
of oil to 170c. Deep fry the cabbage
until golden on the outside and hot
in the centre. Drain each wedge,
then season with salt and some
lemon juice. Carefully cut each
wedge in two.

Arrange cut wedges on plates
with a pool of anchovy mayonnaise
and the bitter leaves. Warm up and
spoon over the cooking juices from
the day before.

LOCAL FOOD Arts and General

68A Wallace Street, Braidwood

2022 Braidwood and District Education Foundation grant recipients,



This is the fourth time Lions
have run this exciting festival and
Braidwood Lions Club members
warmly thank all involved in mak-
ing it such a great community
event – school children, parents,
teachers, our Patron, Judges and
the amazing Braidwood business
community.
We have over 380 entries this

year – a record number for the fes-
tival.
Category Judges (Jackie French,

Robyn Goodwin, Cate Whittle,
Harry Laing, Julian Davies and
Roger McDonald) are now busy
reading and judging all these en-
tries. 
Our Patron, Jackie French,

judges in other National and State
writing competitions for children
and she maintains that our little
local event is right up there with
the best.
We will shortly start prepara-

tions for the Young Writers Festi-
val Book that Lions will launch at
the Awards ceremony on Friday 22
November at the National Theatre.
The festival is Braidwood Lions’

biggest fund-raising activity for the
year.  Notwithstanding the chal-
lenging economic times, the Spon-
sorship support for the Festival
from the Braidwood business com-
munity has been amazing.
A staggering 96 local businesses

and individuals have provided
varying degrees of support and are
listed on our website, most notably
the ongoing support by the Com-
munity Bank Braidwood which
underwrites the event. Braidwood
Lions are so grateful to all these
supporters.  Any surplus funds
raised will go to other youth initia-
tives in the district.
More  informat ion  on  the

fes t iva l  a t :  www.braidwood
youngwriters.com
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Braidwood Lions Young
Writers Festival 2024
John Tuckwell

Unfortunately, our June club ride
around the township of Braidwood
was cancelled due to rainy weather
that day. However, some members
have been busy keeping their horses
and themselves fit with many pri-
vate activities.

Jill has been seen educating her
foals in preparation for their wean-
ing while Wanda and Bindi have
spoken of rides, they’ve both en-
joyed on the trails both locally and
further afield. Michelle recently
participated in the Berry Celtic Fes-
tival with her big boy Stoick. 

Donna has had a successful year
Team Sorting and Vicki is getting to

Club members Vicki, Wanda, Bindi and Wendy enjoying an Autumn ride.

know her new horse.
Despite the various horse types,

breeds and the disciplines our club
members have previously come
from it is encouraging to know we
can all enjoy a shared interest in
being out on a trail ride together.

Our next planned ride is on 28
July at Currawon. (Weather permit-
ting).

If you are interested in joining
The Bombay Trail Riders,  email:
bombayriders1@gmail.com or
phone our President Jillian
0448001278.

We generally ride on the last Sun-
day of each month.

Bombay Trail Riders 
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Another great evening of enter-
tainment, food and beverages. 

My goal when deciding to start
the open mic nights was to make
available a platform for anyone to
stand up and give a performance,
(plus to encourage focus amongst
my own man band). I would say to
date it has been successful. 

We again had a couple of talented
people perform to an audience for
the first time. They did very well.

We had a wide variety of acts, po-
etry from Bosco and Vera, instru-
mentals from Philharmonic and
Friend, the masked Dron, David
McClymont and Nicki Taunton.
Bands including folk club BCRC,
Bad Shed and Nicki and the Perfs. 

BRAG Open Mic Night 4
William Verdon

Daniar closed Java for the night
and did her delicious food for
everyone. I thank her enormously
as a local business for doing that.
Get out and support local I say!

BRAG did the bar and supplied
the venue. It is about to undergo ex-
citing renovations. 

Steve Maher supplied the sound
gear and expertise with the help of
Nick Munnings, both brilliant mu-
sicians and supporters of the arts, a
big thank you to them both. 

Thank you to all who attended. 
Aiming for late October for

number 5 so keep your ears and
eyes open. Plus start practicing 
so you can share your talent with
others.

Back Creek Rabble

Philharmonics (Phil and Shilpa)

The Woody Bush Band
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Back Creek Rabble

Dron Vera

Essie-Mae and the Perfs

Taunton & McClymont
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News trivia
Have you been paying attention?

n An assassination attempt against Donald Trump was
made this week in which American state?

‰ Pennsylvania ‰ New York
‰ Iowa ‰ Florida

n Eritrean cyclist, Biniam Girmay, last week became the
first black man to do what?

‰ Win a stage of the Tour de France
‰ Qualify to enter the 273km Olympic road race
‰ Receive a corporate sponsorship package for cycling
‰ Break a world cycling record

n Wimbledon 2024 has just wrapped up. Who won the
men’s singles?

‰ Lorenzo Musetti ‰ Novak Djokovic
‰ Carlos Alcaraz ‰ Daniil Medvedev

n And the women’s singles champion?
‰ Donna Vekic ‰ Jasmine Paolini
‰ Barbora Krejcikova ‰ Elena Rybakina

n Still on sport, Spain and England faced off in the Euro
soccer final on the weekend. Who won?

‰ Spain ‰ England
n The Victorian branch of which major union has been

placed in administration after allegations of infiltration by
underworld figures and bikie gangs?

‰ Australian Workers’ Union
‰ Construction, Forestry Mining and Energy Union
‰ Transport Workers’ Union
‰ Finance Sector Union

n The forthcoming Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) will be held in:

‰ New Zealand ‰ Papua New Guinea
‰ Fiji ‰ Samoa

n Bunnings is currently under fire from a government
agency for selling what?

‰ Imported sausages
‰ Faulty flatpack furniture
‰ Uncertified timber products
‰ Plants classified as invasive weeds

n Following the recent general election in the UK, who is
the British Prime Minister

‰ Rishi Sunak ‰ Kier Starmer
‰ Boris Johnson ‰ Liz Truss

n And following the French election, who is President of
France?

‰ Marine Le Pen ‰ Nicolas Sarkozy
‰ Emmanuel Macron ‰ François Hollande

1. Pennsylvania; 2. Won a stage of the Tour; 3. Alcaraz; 
4. Krejcikova; 5. Spain; 6. CFMEU; 7. Samoa; 8. Plants classified
as weeds; 9. Starmer; 10. Macron

???
1

2
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4
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6
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Answers: 

With the current cost of living, there’s never been a better time to
review your home loan.

Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or call your
nearest branch on 02 4842 1118.

Community Bank • Braidwood

Time for a
home loan health
check!
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DOJO BREAD
90 Wallace St, [at the pedestrian crossing]

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council has engaged consultants
for a Major Overland Flow Inves-
tigation in Braidwood.

We are seeking community feed-
back in the form of photos, dia-
grams, sketches and/or descriptions
of drainage and flooding patterns.
The information will be used to in-
form the flood models that will be

Do you have photos and information about
overland flow flooding in Braidwood?
Nathaniel de Hoog Coordinator, Communications and Engagement, QPRC

developed as part of the investiga-
tion.

Complete the form to provide in-
formation and photos at:

bit.ly/Bwd-Overland-Water
The purpose of the investigation

is to understand the major overland
flow flooding that happens when
there is heavy rainfall over parts of
the Braidwood township. It will

The Australian Government’s
2024 Regional Telecommunica-
tions Independent Review Com-
mittee will be visiting Braidwood
to hold a public stakeholder con-
sultation session on Friday 9 Au-
gust 2024. 

The meeting will be at the Braid-
wood Community Centre, 4 Park
Lane, on Friday 9 August from 2-
4pm. Register to attend at
https://buff.ly/4cnFIJM 

The Regional Telecommunica-

Happy Hour:
6.30 – 7.30

Thursdays & Fridays

145–147 Wallace St

4842 2488
0414 656 420
royalmailbraidwood@gmail.com

GOOD FOOD+GOOD SETTING = GOOD TIME

also look at options to reduce the
impact this has on the community.

The investigation will build on
the results of the Braidwood Flood-
plain Risk Management Study and
Plan (completed in 2019). This
study showed there were several
significant major overland flow
paths in the urban parts of Braid-
wood. The most noticeable is along
Wallace Street during intense rain-
fall events.

The Braidwood Floodplain Risk
Management Study and Plan rec-
ommended Council undertake a

more detailed assessment to look at
major overland flows in Braid-
wood.

Provide information by complet-
ing the form at  or by email to  by
Friday 9 August.

This project received grant fund-
ing from the Australian Govern-
ment.

Telstra in town (again)
tions Review occurs every three
years and is an opportunity to ex-
amine the existing and future
telecommunication needs in re-
gional, rural and remote communi-
ties across Australia.

Braidwood Community Centre
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Work with Council
 Greenkeeper       Strategic Planner
 Pool Safety Officer       Utilities Engineer
 Museum and Arts Officer      Labourer / GEO
 General Duties Ranger      Admin Officer
 Utilities Spatial Analyst
 Community Events Officer 
 Manager People and Culture
 Lifeguards and Swim Teachers
  For more information see bit.ly/QPRC-Careers

2024 NSW Local
Save the date

Saturday, 14 September

or call 1300 135 736

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and 
Regulations Documents are published at  
bit.ly/DPnotices

Apply for our annual Community Grants! 
Our Annual Community Grants Program is now open for 
applications!

This grants program has two categories and supports 
community groups in our local government area that 
are charitable or not-for-profit. The grants can be up to 
$3000 or in-kind through facility hire.

Applications close at 11pm on Friday 2 August 2024.
 Read the eligibility requirements and apply at  

qprc.nsw.gov.au/grants
 If you have questions please contact our Grants 

Officer on 6285 6044 or email  
liz.mirowski@qprc.nsw.gov.au

Have Your Say 

Projects & initiatives open for  
community comment

Closing 
Date

Draft Licence Agreement Monaro Hockey 25 July

Braidwood Community Plan 25 July

Property Information Package fee 25 July

Draft Climate Change Resilience Policy 25 July

Regional Drought Resilience Planning 26 July

Amendment to Queanbeyan-Palerang 
Regional Local Environmental Plan 2022 
– Reclassification of 19 Gibraltar Street 
Bungendore

30 July

Braidwood and its Setting Review -  
Milestone 3 Report

5 August

 Find all the details on Council’s engagement hub at  
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au 

Submissions can be made:
 By registering and commenting via  

yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au
 By email to council@qprc.nsw.gov.au 
 By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
 Delivered in person one of our offices

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

1300 735 025  
council@qprc.nsw.gov.au
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang

Council Meetings and Times
Council holds Ordinary Meetings twice a month on 
a Wednesday, excluding December and January. 
Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business 
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday 
prior to the meeting from bit.ly/MinutesAgendas. 
Meetings are live streamed via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast. 
Members of the public can watch the meetings 
online or make a presentation.
For those wanting to make a presentation on an 
Agenda item, you can make a: 

 Written presentation by midday on Tuesday
 Zoom presentation (register by midday on 

Wednesday)
 Register to make a presentation at  

bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
 10 July
 24 July

Written Questions on Notice
Questions on notice from the community must be 
submitted in writing or via email to  
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the 
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and 
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum, 
provided to the person who asked the questions and 
published on our website.

QPRC Waste Info app
Download the QPRC Waste Info app on Android or iOS 
for updates on waste collections, reminders about what 
can go in your bins, and access to useful forms.

 Head to the App store or Google Play and  
download QPRC Waste Info
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299

Calls for virtual fencing to be le-
galised in NSW have come to a
head as the state’s peak farming
body fronted a NSW government
inquiry into the matter. 
Appearing at a hearing held as

part of the inquiry on Friday, NSW
Farmers Animal Welfare Commit-
tee chair Robert McIntosh said vir-
tual fencing had a significant range
of benefits that farmers could ac-
cess if the technology was legal-
ized for use in NSW. 
“The science and technology be-

hind virtual fencing indicates this
tool has significant benefits for an-
imal welfare, while also delivering
better economic returns for farmers
through grazing efficiencies,” Mr
McIntosh said. 
“In the event of floods, fires and

other natural disasters, this tech-
nology could well be used to help
move livestock to safe areas, with-
out putting humans or animals at
risk.
“Reduced fencing costs and en-

abling noxious weeds to be fenced
off and controlled are just
two other benefits of virtual fenc-
ing which we could see farmers

take advantage of if the technology
was legalised in NSW. 
“In reality, the sky’s the limit

when it comes to what’s possible
with this tool – we just need to be
able to use it.”
With the technology already per

waanmitted for commercial use in
a number of other states, Mr McIn-
tosh said it was critical NSW leg-
islation was amended to enable
farmers to take advantage of vir-
tual fencing within the state.
“Across Australia and even the

world, farmers are reaping the re-
wards of virtual fencing – so it’s
time for NSW to come up to
speed,” Mr McIntosh said. 
“Virtual fencing has great poten-

tial for the sustainability of the nat-
ural environment in which we
farm, as well as the human re-
sources of our farmers, so it could
well prove critical to increasing ef-
ficiencies within our industry.
“We need to put more food on

tables and more clothes on backs
than ever before in history – so the
hunt is on to find new ways and
new technologies to help us feed
the future.”

Virtual fences wanted
NSW Farmers media

Farmers have urged the state gov-
ernment to take a common sense
approach to wild dog and dingo
control as changes to Victorian
measures put livestock at increas-
ing risk of attack. 

This year, the Victorian Govern-
ment lifted the control order for din-
goes in the northwest of the state –
rendering these animals a protected
species and leaving farmers power-
less to stop the predators from at-
tacking and killing their livestock.

Nerriga sheep and cattle farmer
John Rolfe said as the Victorian
government prepares to expand this
‘unprotection order’ to the south-
east of the state in October, the
Minns Government must act swiftly
to minimise the impact of the
changes on livestock producers in
NSW.

“Scientists and governments can
play around with the classification
of wild dogs and dingoes and what
should be protected, but the reality
is they both kill lambs and calves –
so both need to be controlled,” Mr
Rolfe said. 

Control on wild dogs
“These animals viciously attack

and kill calves, lambs, goat kids and
even larger livestock such as ewes
– so we simply cannot stand by and
watch the population of these pred-
ators explode.”

As farmers continue to monitor
for wild dog and dingo attacks
across the states, Mr Rolfe said a
practical, considered pest control
strategy was critical to ensure
NSW’s livestock industry could be
protected from the effects of wild
dogs and dingoes.

“Now the Victorian Government
has let the side down and unleashed
these predators, the NSW Govern-
ment must prepare to do everything
in its power to protect our livestock
industry from the effects of these
senseless decisions.

“Coordination and funding to
ramp up baiting, exclusion fencing
and other measures to control wild
dogs and dingoes must be tabled by
the government and fast if we want
to get ahead of the problem – or
else it will take nothing short of a
miracle to get on top of these
pests.”

Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe



This fortnight marks the turning
point of a few new things in the
paper, such as recipes and much,
much more! This fortnight is also
jam-packed with things to do!

Concerts and Gigs
Whoop it Up for Wildlife NARG
fundraiser is on Sunday, 28th July
at the Old Sunday School Hall
from 12pm to 3pm with a three-
course meal provided by Chez
Mey. It promises to be a wonderful
afternoon with comedy acts and
music, along with a charity auc-
tion. 
Featuring the talents of local

music comic Hamish Hudson, and
the dulcet tones of Deborah Thom-
son, David McClymont, and Nicki
Taunton, there will also be fantas-
tic prizes to be won. Prizes include
a bottle of Riverbourne whiskey,
artwork, jewellery, ceramics, and
much, much more. 

To book a table for what prom-
ises to be a fabulous afternoon,
please head to http://events.human
itix.com/winter-whoop-up-for-
wildlife/tickets. Bookings close
21st July, so get your table and tick-
ets now.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood and District Educa-

tion Foundation Cocktail Gala is
being held in recognition of 20
years of service on 17th August
2024 at Mona Farm from 5:30pm.
The Braidwood and District Educa-
tion Foundation (BDEF) is cele-
brating its 20th anniversary this
year, a significant milestone made
possible by the incredible support
from local donors. Over the past
two decades, BDEF has awarded
more than 320 grants to young peo-
ple in the area, helping them pursue
further education and training after
high school.

To commemorate this occasion,
the Foundation is hosting a special
cocktail event at Mona Farm. The
Braidwood community is invited to
join past grant recipients, donors,
and committee members for an
evening of socialising and canapés,
with a complimentary drink on ar-
rival. The celebration will also fea-
ture live music from local artists
and an array of exciting auction
items.

Tickets for the event can be pur-
chased at the Braidwood Bendigo
Bank or online through Eventbrite.
The BDEF committee is excited to
celebrate this important anniversary
with the community.

on 2nd August at the saleyards,
which are, unsurprisingly on Sale-
yards Lane up behind the Braid-
wood RFS shed.

At the Library
Storytime is on every Wednesday
at 10am during the school term,
with a focus on pre-learners and
finishes with a craft session.

Every school holidays they also
run movies, STEAM activities, and
Storytime.

Play and learn kits are always
available to borrow.

At BRAG
Snuggle n Sing is on from 9:30 -
10:30 am during the school term
on Thursdays. For further informa-
tion, please contact Theresa Pen-
gelly at pengellyte@gmail.com

—  * — * — * —
Christina Carroll runs yoga

classes on Monday afternoons from
4pm to 5:15pm, and on Saturday
mornings from 8am to 9 am.  Please
get in contact with Christina if you
wish to attend on 0414 385 051.

—  * — * — * —
Songlarks is 9:30-11:10 on Fri-

days. It is a short music class for
pre-school age children, including
infants from about six months old.
Please email Nadia McLeish at na-

diamcleish1@gmail.com for further
details.

—  * — * — * —
Vera Active Pilates runs on

Wednesdays with an evening class
running from 6:30 to 7:30pm.
Please contact Kate Morris for fur-
ther details at veraactivebraid-
wood@gmail.com

—  * — * — * —
Life Drawing runs on the last Sat-

urday of every month.
—  * — * — * —

Christina has also taken on Sue
Lyons’s pilates classes. Tuesdays at
9am, Thursdays at 9am.

—  * — * — * —
Aikido is on during the school

term on Wednesday afternoons, but
please contact Matthew Hulse for
further details on 0438 648 864. 

At the Club

Tuesdays 
Tai Chi - 10.00 am

—  * — * — * —
Bridge - 1.00 pm - new players

welcome, contact Olive Royds
4842 1732 or Rose Ribbons 0421
939 151 for more information. Free
to play. 

—  * — * — * —
Canasta – 11am. Contact the

Club for more information
—  * — * — * —

Squash Comp – Evenings –
School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information. 
Wednesdays

Social Bowls - 12.45 pm to begin
playing at 1.00pm 

—  * — * — * —
Trivia - 1st Wednesday of every

month. 6.30pm to begin playing at
7.00 pm. $5 to play. 

—  * — * — * —
Squash Comp - Evenings -

School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information.

—  * — * — * —
Tango - 5.30 pm Tango Lessons,

Contact Erika Mordek 0432 687255
for more information.
Thursdays

Golf Club’s Chook Run - Thurs-
day Afternoon
Fridays

Tai Chi - 10.00 am.
—  * — * — * —

Friday Raffles - Every Friday
Night, Raffle Tickets on Sale at
6.00 pm, Raffle drawn at 7.30 pm.

—  * — * — * —
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Markets
The Braidwood Farmers Market is
on Saturday, 20th July from
8:30am in the National Theatre.

Community Events
Join us for the Braidwood
Preschool’s Annual Trivia Night!
The same Trivia Night you’ve
come to know and love in a new
location, The Braidwood National
Theatre held on Saturday 3rd Au-
gust 2024. A bar will be operating
throughout the evening with thanks
to the Braidwood Lion’s Club and
Royal Mail Hotel. 

No BYO alcohol or drinks. You
are welcome to bring platters of
food for your table’s enjoyment or
arrange take-away from any of the
fantastic eateries in town! Bring
your sense of humour, wit and
knowledge (and cash!) as you raise
funds for our Preschool! EFTPOS
will also be available. 

Choose a Team Name and share
with your teammates so we can seat
you together. You can change your
Team Name on the night. No team?
No problem! Purchase a ticket for
yourself and we’ll seat you with
other trivia lovers! PRIZES for best
decorated table! This event is open
to people aged 18 years and over
only. 

We hope to see you there! Tickets
available via Humanitix (link
below) or email info@braidwood-
p r e s c h o o l . n s w . e d u . a u
https://events.humanitix.com/braid
wood-preschool-trivia-night/tickets 

—  * — * — * —
The Braidwood Film Club

screening is on Saturday, 20th July
and features two films this week-
end. One is a short film, The
Drover’s Boy, and the other is an
adaptation of Jane Harper’s novel
The Dry. Films commence at 7pm,
but if you arrive for the shared
meal, please be there by 5:30 with
the meal to commence at 6pm.

Cattle Sales
The Nutrien Ag cattle sale will be

HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE Laura Moriarty

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

Cattle sales



Members Draw - The Members
Draw will be drawn anytime be-
tween 7-9 pm and will jackpot up to
a possible $5,000.

—  * — * — * —
Members Happy Hour – 6-7pm

weekly
—  * — * — * —

Line Dancing - 7.15 pm, Social
Line Dancing. Contact Maureen
Robertson 0413 795 630 for more
information.
Saturdays

Golf Comp - 12.00 pm - 4.30 pm 
Sundays

Movement for Mobility - 11.00
am - 12.00 pm. Contact Erika
Mordek 0432 687 255 for more in-
formation.

—  * — * — * —
Social Bowls - 12.45 pm to begin

playing at 1.00 pm.
—  * — * — * —

Poker - 2.30 pm to begin playing
at 3.00 pm. First Sunday of the
Month.

—  * — * — * —
Darts Competition – 4:30pm for

a 5pm start every Sunday.

Other Organisations
An invitation to a fortnightly grief,
loss, and healing circle in Braid-
wood. This Circle meets on the
first and third Tuesday of the
month at the Braidwood Uniting
Church cottage at 10am to
12:30pm, with a maximum of
twelve people within the Circle.
Contact Maria Bakas on 0421 547
665 or email mariabakas@
gmail.com for further information
and to register.

—  * — * — * —
Out at the showgrounds there is a

new martial arts dojo in town that
was previously at BRAG. Check
out the class list:

Monday: 6am Run Club Tues-
day: 5:30am Seniors, 4:30pm Super
Kids, 5:15pm Teens, 6pm Seniors
Wednesday: 6am Run Club,
4:30pm Super Kids, 5:15pm Kickfit
Thursday: 5:30am Seniors, 4:30pm
Super Kids Friday: 5:30am Kickfit

– to participate, please get in touch
with Mechaela Shepherd on jpsd-
braidwood@gmail.com

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Dance Studio will

be running ALL classes at Sunday
School Hall (The Anglican
Hall) this term at 68 Wilson Street,
Braidwood, NSW, 2622.

If you are unsure of the right
class for you or your child, do not
hesitate to contact Miss Georgie
with any questions. To enrol, please
visit our website www.braidwood-
dancestudio.com or phone Miss
Georgie 0457 991 116

braidwooddancestudio@gmail.com
—  * — * — * —

The Braidwood Garden Club
runs garden visits usually on 2nd
Thursday of each month. This is
flexible and is subject to change,
depending on the availability of
public and private gardens. Infor-
mation available on  www.braid-
woodgardenclub.org

—  * — * — * —
Parkrun is on every Saturday at

the Braidwood Showgrounds from
8am unless otherwise noted.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Motor Club meet at

the Club on the second Thursday of
the month at 7pm—for further in-
formation, you can contact Steve
Scaife on 02 4842 1664.

—  * — * — * —
The View Club meet at the Club

on the first Thursday of the month
at 6:30pm—for further information,
please contact Roslyn on 0437 895
276.

—  * — * — * —
The Fishing Club meet at the

Club on the first Wednesday of the
month at 7:30pm.

—  * — * — * —
The Royal Mail’s weekly choco-

late wheel is on as always, as are
their Happy Hours on Monday
through Wednesday nights

—  * — * — * —
The Royal Mail also have Jag

the Joker Poker on Wednesday
nights with all proceeds going to
Apex, as well as seafood tray raffles
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on Friday nights—proceeds to the
Redbacks, and Thursday night meat
raffles with all monies going to the
Lions Club.

—  * — * — * —
The St Vincent DePaul Society

meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to 1pm.

—  * — * — * —
Crafty or Not group meet every

Thursday morning at the Anglican
Parish Centre behind the Anglican
Church on Elrington St from 11am
to 12pm. All are welcome.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Quilters and Tex-

tiles meet every Tuesday down at
the Scout Hall from 10am onwards
and every 3rd Saturday at 10am.  

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Health Walking

Group meets every Wednesday
morning at 8:30 am at Ryrie Park.
For further information, please con-
tact Trish Sargeson on 0438 768
539.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Scouts are on every

Thursday throughout the school
terms. 

Joeys (ages 5 - 7 years) in temporary re-
cess, pending numbers.
Cubs (ages 8-11 years) 6 to 7.30pm
Scouts (ages 12-14 years) 6 to 7.30pm
Venturers (ages 15 -17 years) 6 to 7.30pm

Please contact Mal Campbell at
malcolm.campbell@nsw.scouts.org
.au for further details.

—  * — * — * —
Fit for Life meet every Monday

and Wednesday morning from
7:30-8:30 am at Braidwood Central
School. Breakfast is provided after
an active workout. 

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Pistol and Target

Shooting Club invite new mem-
bers to join. They offer introductory
shoots and club pistols for anyone
who would like to experience pistol
shooting. If you are interested,
please contact braidwood-
pandtsc@gmail.com for further in-
formation.

—  * — * — * —
At the Braidwood Hotel

Wednesday nights are our $13.00
pork or chicken schnitzel and
$16.00 parmigiana nights. Thurs-
day nights pizza specials are
supreme or meat lovers’ pizza
$20.00, or Hawaiian or pepperoni
$15.00. These specials occur
weekly. There are also Friday night
meat raffles.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Social Dancing has

a new schedule. Thursdays 2-3pm
and Sundays 12:30-4pm at the
Club. $20 casual or pay-per-
term.  www.braidwoodsocialdanc-
ing.au or Facebook for details, or
call Carolyn 0438 223 247.Parkrun



Braidwood Uniting Church

Inspired by a face.
Yesterday I had brunch with an 18-
year-old young woman and her
granny. Naturally I asked ques-
tions about possible future paths. 

Miss 18 is going to take a year off
to travel. In my day only the richest
of kids might have had a gap year.
Granny commented that when she
was young, she and most of the
girls we told to learn typing, “be-
cause you’ll always get a job in a
typing pool.” Miss 18 asked,
“What’s a typing pool?” It was a
mystery to Miss 18 that my genera-
tion could be so lazy that they’d get
someone else to use their keyboard. 

I told Miss 18 that my family
were so keen for me to earn money,
that I got a job as a fill-in until I
could find a job. My fill-in job was
as a telegram boy at the local post
office. Miss 18 asked, “What’s a
telegram boy?” 

I tried to explain that telegrams
would be delivered to your house
by a boy on a bike. Miss 18 said,
“No. What’s a telegram?” I ex-
plained that it was something like a
fax that came to the post office and
was delivered to your house.
“Great” she said, “what’s a fax?”

Both of Miss 18’s parents are
highly successful professional peo-
ple. Miss 18 drives a way above av-
erage car. Not only all this, but she’s
a good kid. She loves her parents
and her granny. She’s well spoken,
polite with long blond hair and so
skinny that she must rap dance in
the shower to get wet.

My meeting was sheer joy yester-
day. The joy of beholding a young
face for whom the whole world is
before her. No doubt the world will
teach her some tough lessons, it al-
most always does; but she’s got
people who adore her and will be
there for her in any circumstance.
Nearly all my life has been spent

bursts and she was, perhaps, a
woman to be avoided, possibly un-
stable, unpredictable and unkempt.
Jesus delivered her of 7 demonic
spirits.  In an instant, her life was
restored to her.  No longer defined
by her past, she lived a life of grat-
itude in the community of followers
of Jesus. Unwavering in her loyalty
and steadfast in her devotion she
was one of the few who stayed at
the foot of the cross until Jesus
died.

In John 20:1-18 we pick up the
story of Mary now standing in the
garden outside the empty tomb cry-
ing. She remembers what Jesus had
done for her. Jesus who had always
treated the women with respect and
kindness and who was so patient
with them all. Suddenly she heard
that voice, that voice that always
spoke so kindly to her, called her by
name – Mary. In that moment over-
whelming joy and amazement
swept over her. Jesus – was there –
standing before her!  Mary’s heart
once more filled with gratitude,
hope for the future flooded her
being.  Mary, a woman, was given
a place of honour when Jesus re-
vealed Himself to her.    

Some things we can glean from
Mary Magdalene’s life:
• An encounter with Jesus changes

everything
• Gratitude can change our quality

of life
• Our past does not define us
• Jesus calls us by name
• We have hope for the future
• Jesus respected and gave honour

to women
—  * — * — * —

An encounter with Jesus when I
was overwhelmed and filled with
fear and doubt brought transforma-
tion to my life. The lies that I had
believed about myself were swept
away and I was no longer trapped
in my past, but rather shown that I
had hope for the future and that the
truth had set me free.   As I journey
forward, my heart too is filled with
gratitude.

Ruth McDermott, parishioner
—  * — * — * —

Rug up and join us on SUNDAY
21st July, 10am at St Andrew’s An-
glican Church, 47 Elrington St,
Braidwood for a worship service

St Bede’s Parish

REFLECTION by Dianne
Bergant CSA
God chooses ordinary people and
confers on them an extraordinary
responsibility. 

Amos was a shepherd and a
dresser of sycamores. Most of the
apostles were fishermen. Paul was
a tentmaker. Christians today are
mechanics and clerks, teachers and
engineers, doctors and housekeep-
ers. 

These are all people following or-
dinary trades or professions, but
what they do in them is truly re-
markable. They touch minds and
hearts and souls, and they heal
them. They instruct and comfort
people, and they help to drive out
the demons that possess them. They
participate in very ordinary ways in
the extraordinary establishment of
the reign of God.

Jesus inaugurated the reign of
God on earth. He chose disciples
and sent them out to continue the
work that he had begun, to preach
his gospel and, through healings
and exorcisms, to conquer the
forces of evil that threatened that
reign. 

And now we have been called; in
him we have been chosen, in all of
our brokenness and vulnerability.
The task to which we have been
called is awe-inspiring; and every
spiritual blessing in the heavens has
been bestowed upon us so that we
will be able to accomplish it. 

If we allow Christ’s saving power
to take possession of us, we too will
further his prophetic ministry. We
will bring the saving grace of God
to the world that is terrified and that
writhes in pain; we will bring it to
those places where healing is
needed and where demons still hold
sway. We will bring all things under
the headship of Christ.

—  * — * — * —
Weekend Mass time: 5pm Satur-

days.
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with the rough end of humanity. I’m
way more familiar with wreckage
than success so it was extra special
for me to gaze into this beautiful
face, to wish her well. 

After brunch, I wondered all day
about what the world will be when
Miss 18 is my age. What will she
have to explain to another Miss 18
when she’s in her 70’s. Gosh the
river runs fast doesn’t it? The pace
of change is rapid and accelerating.
I remember when no-one had a tv
and no-one had a fridge. I remem-
ber when there was no plastic. I did-
n’t tell Miss 18 how our bread and
ice were delivered on the back of a
horse and cart or how we were care-
ful not to need the toilet when the
“dunny man” was due to take the
old can away and give you a new
one. I come from a world long
gone. 

My guess is the world never un-
folds as expected. Every expert pre-
diction about the future is certainly
wrong. We don’t know. We’re in a
river of life that is sweeping us at
great speed to God knows what. It’s
probably better that we don’t know.
I rejoice in the life of Miss 18 and
all the 18’s who contemplate the
path before them. God bless them
all. Our keenest hope is that they’ll
find a way and make this world a
bit better.

grahamlong@mac.com

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

Gratitude
Sometimes it is hard to be thank-
ful. 

Wars around the world are in-
creasing, displaced women and
children starving, mortgage rates
have gone up, food prices have
gone crazy, bullying at school or in
the work place is rife, relationships
are hard work, social media is
frightening ... the list is endless. Yet,
we have much to be thankful for.
Family and friends, our glorious
surrounds, nature, sunshine, blue
skies, our beautiful town and or
course, its people. A rich diverse
community, all on the journey of
life.

—  * — * — * —
Mary Magdalene is known as the

devoted disciple and for good rea-
son – for years she had been tor-
mented by demons. Then an
encounter with Jesus changed
everything. She had been driven to
extreme behaviours of violent out-

and afterwards, for a warming
cuppa and chat by the roaring fire.
All welcome! If you’d like to join
our monthly newsletter, please
email:  admin@braidwoodangli
can.com.auwith your name and
email address.



After a tough loss to the Taralga
Tigers the Braidwood Redbacks
travelled to Bungendore for the
local derby against arch rivals the
Bungendore Mudchooks. 

In front of a large vocal Mud-
chooks home crowd the Redbacks
were not only trying to consolidate
a top 4 ladder position, but were
also playing for the fabled Palerang
Shield, a trophy that has spent far
too much time in Bungendore over
recent years. 

Still missing a number players,
the Redbacks, on the back of a
strong training session on Thursday,
shot out to a 7-0 lead through a try

to stand in half back Jordon Holton
Williams. The Mudchooks quickly
responded in an even half of foot-
ball that ended 7-7 at the break. 

In the 2nd half the Redbacks
started to exert their dominance and
soon went over after strong run by
Wyll Holand to take the score to 14-
7. The Redbacks then converted a
penalty before crossing the line
again through Jake Holland. 

The Mudchooks never gave up
and were rewarded with a try late
into injury time taking the final
score to 24-12, cementing the Red-
backs in the top 4 and winning the
Palerang shield.

This weekend At the Braidwood
Rec Ground, Cade Graf will play
his 100th game for the Braidwood
Redbacks against the Yass Rams.  

Cade joined the club 2016 from
the Cooma Red Devils and has been
one of the Redbacks most toughest,
consistent and loyal players over
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Redbacks bring home
the Palerang Shield
Nick Pengelly

The Redbacks with the Palerang Shield Photo: Molly Tetley

Redbacks Stalwart Cade
Graf to play 100 games

the last 10 years. Starting as second
rower with the odd stint at number
8, Cade worked his way into the
front row as a hooker and more re-
cently a prop (there is no further
way forward to go!!!). This week-
end against Yass at the Rec Ground
we will be celebrating this mam-
moth achievement with the Red-
backs family. We hope to see all
Redbacks supporters and the
ground on Saturday to not only ho-
nour this great achievement by
Cade, but to cheers on the Redbacks
as we fight for a finals position.
Please join us after the game at 
the Braidwood Servicemens club
for the after match presentations
where we will be continuing the
celebrations for Cade with music by
our own “Big Red Daddy” Sam
Northcott.Redbacks legend Cade Graf

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
   

   
   

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

GOLF  NEWS
Members  are advised that the Ser-
vicemen’s Club has, for the rest of
2024, waived the $6/$12 fee for
members playing 9/18 holes of so-
cial golf on the course. This does
not apply to competition games.
RESULTS
Saturday July 13: Medley 2BBB
Stableford – Daargun Aborigi-
nal Corporation Trophy. 
Many thanks to Keith Morgan

for the generous sponsorship of the
day.
Winners: Fran McGrath & Peter

Bacon 44 pts
Runners Up: Mark Newman &

Chris Witt, 41 pts c/b
NTP 3/12: Chris Witt
Jackpot 3rd $230: Not Won
Ball Comp: Deb Ferguson &

Don Burke 41, Billy Lang & Will
Sanders 41
Birdies Men: 1 Pars Women: 3
Handicap Changes: Fran Mc-

Grath down 1 to 34
Coming Events
July 20 Saturday Committee

Meeting 10.30am

2BBB Stableford Nick Fry &
Rob Martin Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford –

Michelle Henry Trophy
July 27 Saturday Legacy Day

Medley Irish Stableford -Barry
McDonald Trophy
August 3 Saturday Men’s &

Women’s Stroke & Monthly
Medals
August 10 Saturday Men’s

2BBB Stableford- Tom Duffy Tro-
phy
Women’s Single Stableford – V

& M Trophy
August 17 Saturday Committee

Meeting 10.30am
Medley 2BBB Stableford –

Hans & Donna Kuhn Trophy



RSL NSW this year instituted a
new commemorative service for
the Australian Defence Force par-
ticipation in the Middle East Area
of Operations. 
This included the War in Iraq

2003-2009 and Afghanistan 2001-
2021. They encouraged RSL Sub-
branches to consider conducting
their own services, and accord-
ingly the Braidwood Sub-branch
conducted theirs on Thursday 11th
July at 5:30 pm in Ryrie Park. The
date coincides with the Australian
Government’s announcement in
2021 that the last Australian troops
had returned home.
The service included a recitation

of the poem This Ode written by
Rupert McCall which honours, by
naming, the Australian soldiers
who paid the supreme sacrifice
during the Afghanistan War.  The
recitation was given by Kate

Air Service Regiment (SASR).
Cole recounted the historical na-
ture of the war, his personal reflec-
tions and the outcomes as he saw
it.
It was a cold afternoon on the

11th July when a group of around
30 people gathered in Ryrie Park
for the commemoration service.
Afterward we adjourned to the
warmth of Trooper’s Rest and en-
joyed a few drinks, a lovely meal
and a convivial atmosphere.

Busby.  This was followed by a
live performance of the song Sap-
pers Lullaby from the album ‘Dust
of Uruzgan’ by Fred Smith. Fred
Smith was a DFAT diplomat who
wrote the album whilst serving in
Afghanistan with our defence per-
sonnel.
There are a number of Braid-

wood residents who served in the
conflicts.  The address was given
by Cole Busby, who served in Iraq
and Afghanistan with the Special

Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au
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SEEING STARS

STOP PRESS

2024 MIGHT
BE THE EAR
OF LIVING

DANGEROUSLY

Nocaseforunclearpower
While the Federal Opposition
fools about with ideas that no-
body in the power industry sup-
ports, the media reported that,
“Akaysha Energy, owned by US
wealth management behemoth
BlackRock, yesterday secured
$650 million from 11 local and
international banks to press
ahead with the four-hour Orana
battery system near Wellington in
centralwest NSW.” It seems the
world’s savvy investment funds
have correctly identified Australia
as a limitless source of energy
and they don’t mean nuclear,
they mean solar. The usual re-
sponse from our governments will
be to watch from the sidelines.
From colonial times we’ve ex-
ported the value of our wool,
wheat, meat, minerals, gas —
solar is next. It’s always the same
story, if overseas capital wants to
invest we can use their dollar
today but our children will pay
with their dollars for decades.

Anunholyunionofthieves
The CMEGOFU, in Victoria at
least, has been sprung conspiring
with gormless construction bos -
ses to defraud the government
with inflated building costs.
“Don’t be a hero, just add a zero”
seems to have been their com-
bined business model. Who’s
going to argue with a hire com-
pany called Harley & Davidson?

Trainingwasfoundwanting
It was reported this week that,
“fire crews worked to help about
100 passengers stuck on five
trains on the Metro Northwest
line between Tallawong and
Chatswood.” Most of the passen-
gers remained remarkably calm
given that the trains have no driv-
ers and they were stuck in a large
pipe deep underground. The sta-
tion staff were taken by surprise
when the trains failed to appear
at their stations. NSW Fire &
Rescue couldn’t find anyone in
charge to tell them if the power to
the trains was still on or if it was
safe to go into the tunnel. Run-
ning an underground system with
driverless trains is one thing, run-
ning a network with clueless
overseers is something else.

MEAO Commemoration Thursday 11th July 2024
Braidwood RSL Sub-branch Middle East Area of Operations Commemoration

Bruce Keeley

Photos: Gordon Waters

Cole Busby presents the address. Kate Busby recites ‘This Ode’.


