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Wed 6 16° 50%
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Robin Tennant Wood

Braidwood author-illustrator of
children’s books, Robyn Goodwin,
has had a surprise boost to the
readership of her books, with their
addition to the ‘Tuk Tuk’ library
network in Cambodia.
Cambodian librarian, Sundari
SitaRam, heads the Tuk Tuk Li-
brary program, which uses tuk tuk
vehicles to take books to remote
parts of the country. She is also run-
ning an animal empathy project, as
animal cruelty in many forms is
prevalent in the country. Sundari
believes that reaching the younger

generation is the key to teaching re-
spect for animals.

Enter Robyn Goodwin and her
series of Backyard Tales books.

Robyn told the Changing Times
that in her communications with
Sundari, it has become clear that
while Cambodian children have a
natural thirst for knowledge, unfor-
tunately not many children get the
opportunity to go to school on a
continual basis. Remote living and
the challenges of the monsoon pe-
riod are major obstacles.

“The monsoon months are relent-
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The remote school where Robyn’s books are being used.

less,” she said. “Sundari has de-
scribed how there are constant
power outages, no water, no inter-
net, and the Tuk Tuk libraries can’t
access remote parts of the country
because of mud and impassable
roads.”

Robyn says that the great news is
that there is an incredible team of
teachers, builders and villagers who
managed to get the roof on a new
small library in a southern remote
area of Cambodia just before the
monsoonal rains arrived.

“Soon the space will have proper
seating, waterproof storage for
books and the energy of a cosy nest
where children can feel safe, in-
spired and curious, in an environ-
ment surrounded by books.”

For her part, Sundari is thrilled to

(photo supplied by Sudari SRm) -

have Robyn’s books to share. The
Backyard Tales series will be used
as a platform for the importance of
preservation of animal and plant
life. Her goal, with the aid of the
teachers involved in the program, is
to help the students in these remote
areas to write stories from the point
of view of animals.

The books will also be instru-
mental in teaching English.

Over the coming months, Robyn
Goodwin’s books will be distrib-
uted to two main libraries and seven
villages where the Tuk Tuk book
outreach program is set for October
when the monsoonal rains cease.

The Backyard Tales books are
published in Australia by Brolly
Books and are available locally
from Gallery 103, and also from
Robyn directly who is quite often at
her book sales table outside the
bakery on Saturday mornings.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant Wood
It’s a safe bet, Albo.

Just ban it

Australians lose $25 million every
year on legal gambling pursuits*.

That’s about $960,000 for every
man, woman and child in the coun-
try every year, or around $26,000
every day for every one of us.
There’s an old joke that Australians
will gamble on two flies crawling
up a wall, but the figures are far
from funny.

Problem gambling doesn’t just
result in financial hardship. There
are also serious social risks in-
volved. The Victorian Responsible
Gaming Foundation estimates the
knock-on costs of problem gam-
bling at almost $5 billion annually,
and which include family and rela-
tionship problems, physical and
mental health problems, financial
loss and distress, lost productivity
and work-related costs, crime and
associated costs to business and the
judicial system, and government
provision of regulatory and support
services.

Yet there is very little incentive
for Australians not to gamble. Ad-
vertising for the betting industry is
almost at saturation point during
sports coverage and there are foot-

ball teams in both the NRL and the
AFL sponsored by gambling com-
panies. Additionally, the football
codes make tens of millions of dol-
lars a year directly from book-
maker “product fees”, sponsorship
from Sportsbet, and marketing
such as gambling signage at ven-
ues.

In 2022, the late Labor MP, Peta
Murphy,
chaired a go-
vernment in-
quiry into the
harm caused
by gambling.
The Murphy
inquiry called for a total ban on
gambling advertising and “induce-
ments” such as multis and bonus
bets, to be phased in over three
years.

There is strong multilateral po-
litical support for a ban on gam-
bling advertising. Many federal
Labor MPs are threatening open
revolt if the Murphy recommenda-
tions are not implemented, and last
week former Liberal PMs, John
Howard and Malcolm Turnbull,
along with former Liberal pre-

WHAT ARE YOU
REALLY GAMBLING WITH?

For free and confidential support call 1800 858 858
or visit gamblinghelponline.org.au
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miers, Dominic Perrottet and Jeff
Kennett, and former Labor pre-
mier, Steve Bracks signed an open
letter endorsing an advertising ban.

It’s been done before with to-
bacco advertising. By the 1960s
medical evidence was strong that
smoking caused a raft of health
problems. Like gambling compa-
nies, tobacco companies advertised
widely in the popular media and at
sports events, and sponsored major
sporting competitions, for example
the Benson & Hedges Cup
(cricket), and the Winfield Cup
(rugby league). In 1973 the Whit-
lam government decided to phase
out tobacco advertising. When the
government
changed in
1975 the in-
coming
Fraser min-
istry decided
to continue
with the ban, which came into ef-
fect in September 1976.

Domestic sporting and cultural
events were allowed to have exist-
ing sponsorships run their course
but were no longer allowed to enter
into new sponsorships. The To-
bacco Advertising Prohibition Act
1992 expressly prohibits almost all
forms of tobacco advertising in

Australia, including the sponsor-
ship of sporting or other cultural
events by cigarette brands. Con-
trary to doomsaying predictions at
the time, sport and commercial
media survived when the ban came
into full effect.

Since the implementation of the
advertising ban, the rate of smok-
ing in Australia has dropped from
24% in 1991, to 8.3% in 2022.
Over the same period, the rate of
people who have never smoked
has risen from 49% to 65%.

Some government ministers cur-
rently oppose a total ban on gam-
bling advertising due to a “concern
for commercial media which are
under massive attack from Face-
book™. Siding with the moguls of
the Murdochracy and Nine against
the well-being of Australians is not
a smart move by government. In
fact, it could sink the whole ship.

One unnamed Labor MP, who
supports the full ban, said that the
government must have courage
and implement a full ban — even
if it would anger the sporting codes
and television networks. “Some-
times, you have to be brave,” they
said.

*Queensland Government Statisti-
cian’s Office 2021
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Spring weather outlook: BOM

Rainfall outlook, September
to November

Rainfall is likely to be within the
typical range for the season for
most of eastern Australia, SA and
south-western WA.

Rainfall is likely (60 to 80%
chance) to be below average for
parts of western Queensland, cen-
tral Victoria, the NT and WA. How-
ever, rainfall totals are typically low
across western and central WA dur-
ing September to November; con-
ditions during this forecast period
are likely to be seasonally dry.

There is an increased chance of
unusually low rainfall for parts of
the north, west and isolated areas of
the south-east.

Temperature outlook,
September to November

Warmer September to November
days and nights likely across most
of Above average maximum and
minimum temperatures are likely to
very likely (60% to greater than
80% chance) across most of Aus-
tralia.

There is an increased chance of
unusually high maximum tempera-
tures for most of Australia, particu-
larly across the north. The risk of
heatwaves increases as we ap-
proach the warmer months.

There is an increased chance of
unusually high minimum tempera-
tures2 across Australia, particularly
in the north and south-east.

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
e Light tree work * Wood chipping
e Stump grinding e Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray 0412 853 258 or 4847 5101
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SERVICE SPOTLIGHT

BAVBC Events Coordmator Linda Ovelgonne addresses the Women in Business
event at Java Braidwood. Lisa LaMaitre, who was the guest speaker at the
event, is seated right of her.

Women in

Kathryn Whitfield

business

The diversity and talent of the
Braidwood district’s  business
community was on full display at
the second Women in Business
event on Wednesday (July 31).

It was another amazing turnout
for Braidwood and Villages Busi-
ness Chamber event, with 27
women representing a broad cross-
section of the local business com-
munity — primary production and
farms, 3D printing, design, pubs,
journalism, organising, health,
dancing, animal welfare, tourism
and activities, property, banking
and professionals.

The event was held at Java Braid-
wood restaurant on Wallace Street
and owner Daniar Robinson pro-
vided a delicious Indonesian meal
for the women — as a well as a
magnificent birthday cake for our
new Events Coordinator Linda
Ovelgonne.

Local Business Connect Advisor,
Lisa LaMaitre, who holds work-
shops for Enterprise Plus on Build-
ing Confidence and Capability for
Women In Business, was guest
speaker at the event and gave valu-
able insights into the importance of
market analysis.

Lisa has owned and operated five
businesses, in five different indus-
tries over the last 31 years.

Separate to her role as a business
advisor, she lectures in business and
entrepreneurship nationally and in-
ternationally, and recently launched
her latest project, a radio show
called Capital Women, which aims
to share behind the scenes insights
of businesswomen from across the

local region. Lisa hopes to feature
women with businesses from the
Braidwood district on the show.

Linda Ovelgonne, the new
Events Coordinator for Braidwood
and villages, took the opportunity to
highlight how she could help busi-
nesses to promote their events in
her new role.

The Braidwood and Villages
Business Chamber secured seed
funding from QPRC to recruit
Linda, from Araluen, in the role
from a strong field of candidates.

Linda will help to professionalise
the way events are planned, mar-
keted and conducted in the district
and plan and coordinate the dis-
trict’s annual events program. She
will also build on the success of the
community events calendar, creat-
ing a hub for locals and tourists.

The creation of the role is a result
of work the BAVBC has been doing
with the Australian Business Volun-
teers for the past year, looking at
ways to improve the resilience of
our regional economy. One of the
main initiatives has been looking to
develop Braidwood and region as a
“destination” — and key to that was
to establish an events coordinator
role.

Linda can be contacted by email
at bavbcevents @gmail.com.

The Women in Business nights
are held quarterly and are open to
women members of the BAVBC or
their women employees. The next
event will be October. If you would
like to find out more about the
BAVBC, visit bavbc.com or email
infobavbc@gmail.com

Shingles vaccination

Shingles is an infection caused by the varicella-zoster virus
and is most common in people over 50 years. About 1in 3
people will experience shingles in their lifetime.

Shingles causes a painful, blistering rash and can be treated
with antivirals if picked up quickly. The initial symptoms are
often a strong tingling, burning sensation, followed by the
development of the rash over 2-3 days. In more severe cases,
shingles can cause nerve pain that can persist for months
after the rash has cleared.

Getting vaccinated is the best protection against shingles.
The shingles vaccine is recommended for everyone over 50
years of age, those over 18 years with a weakened immune
system, or those in contact with someone with a weakened
immune system.

From November 1, 2023, the Australian Government has
added the shingles vaccine (Shingrix) to the National Immu-
nisation Program for everyone aged 65 years and over.

Our pharmacists can administer the government funded
Shingrix vaccine, with no appointment necessary.

Contact our team on 02 4842 2528 if you'd like more infor-
mation about the shingles vaccination. See you in-store!

Injection
Admmls’gatlon

Our pharmacists are
available to administer
any medical injection
requirement, from

diabetes to vaccines
and more.

our staff aboyt

I Capital In
v Chemist Admljlgg::g't]mn

capitalchemist.com.au f
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Landcare Community Grants

The $300,000 Landcare Australia
Community Grants program is
now open to revive nature, boost
biodiversity and support volun-
teers.

Timed to launch in Landcare
Week and to celebrate the 35th an-
niversary of Landcare Australia and
landcare as a national movement,
grants between $5,000 and $20,000
are available to support landcare
and other environmental commu-
nity groups within a wide range of
landcare activities.

The $300,000 Landcare Australia
Community Grants Program will
offer grants from $5,000 to
$20,000. The grants program is
open to all landcare groups and
other community-led environmen-
tal groups across Australia includ-
ing Bushcare, ‘Friends of’,
Coastcare and Dunecare groups.

The grants will support what
matters most to landcare groups —
using local knowledge to restore,
enhance and protect their natural
environment, increase biodiversity
and help improve community en-
gagement in landcare activities.

Landcare Australia is
particularly interested in
grassroots projects which
galvanise community action to
help increase the number of
people rolling up their sleeves
for conservation projects in
their local patch.

Eligible activities include educa-
tional workshops, field days, restor-
ing wildlife habitat, creating
shelterbelts, installing fences, pro-
tecting  waterways, managing
weeds and feral pests, working with
Traditional Owners and First Na-
tions organisations, purchasing

plants and equipment, installing
signage, amongst other landcare ac-
tivities.

Dr Shane Norrish, Landcare Aus-
tralia CEO said “This new grant
program was made possible by gen-
erous contibutions from Landcare
Australia’s supporters and dona-
tions. This Landcare Week, Land-
care Australia is excited to support
grassroots landcare groups with
funding for wide ranging natural
environment projects important to
their local community.”

Dr Norrish emphasised the im-
portance of supporting local land-
care groups “Landcare Australia
plays a huge role in supporting the
landcare movement and finding
ways to help groups at a local level.
Landcare connects people to their
local community, and this grants
program aims to help support
groups to encourage volunteers to
get involved so they can experience
caring for the environment in their
community in a group where every-
one is welcome and their contribu-
tion counts.”

The Landcare Australia Commu-
nity Grants program coincides with
a big milestone for Landcare Aus-
tralia and landcare as a national
movement. 35 years ago in Went-
worth NSW, former Prime Minister
Bob Hawke AC announced the
‘Decade of Landcare’ and estab-
lished Landcare Australia. The na-
tional formation of the landcare
movement brought farmers and
conservationists together to resolve
environmental issues. Landcare re-
mains just as relevant today, as it
was 35 years ago, continuing its
mission to protect and enhance our
natural environment and productive
landscapes.
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TRAIL RIDING Vicki Walcott
”

Bombay (ATHRA) Trail Horse
Riding Club news

A few of our riders loaded up early
and headed out for the club ride
early on Sunday 28 July through
snow flurries that fell on the Braid-
wood area that morning which left
the hills with a blanket of white.

Nine ladies, led by our member
and local Melissa headed out for a
steep and sometimes technical ride
in the Currawon Forest off the
Western Distributor Rd, south of
Braidwood

Melissa and Bindi, using hand
tools including a small chainsaw
had spent a few days prior walking
and clearing to open the areas of
overgrown track for us.

Most of us have seen just how
much the bush has grown back fol-
lowing the 2019 / 20 bush fires.

Thank you to both Melissa and
Bindi, your efforts were very much
appreciated.

However, “It was also good that
we took some tools along on the
ride “said Wanda who on her 17.1
hh horse, Rory, found navigating
some branches a bit difficult. At one
point a few ladies had to dismount
and work on rearranging a small
dead tree so all the horses could get
through with ease.

The riders were all very happy to
be warmed by the sun sneaking
through the canopy above as we
stopped to enjoy our morning tea on
the riverbed with the sound of the
flowing water and the local birdlife
all in tune. Very serene.

Back in the saddle, riders headed
up the hill and then down again on
another track, before riding back up
another hillside catching glimpses
of the Clyde Mountain and the local
hills as they rode.

S

Habpy fiders Wanda and Jill.

It wasn’t as long as many of our
previous rides, at only 12 kms,
however it was a ride that certainly
took the “puff” out of some of the
fitter horses.

Lunch was thoroughly enjoyed
around a warming fire set by
Michael on the riverbank back at
Melissa and Michaels property.

As an ATHRA club the members
remain keen to discover more of
their local area and grow in mem-
bership, as we enjoy many activities
together and continue to value new
friendships formed while riding to-
gether.

Our next ride will be Saturday
31st August in the very peaceful
and pretty Monga National Park.

If you are interested in joining
email: bombayriders] @gmail.com
or phone our President Jillian
0448001278.

We generally ride on the last Sun-
day of each month.
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Residents gave Kris'-iy McBain a better eéépiion than their phones get.

Majors Creek mobile phone
coverage improvements

Media from the Hon Kristy McBain MP

Applications are open for Stage 2
of the Albanese Government’s tar-
geted election commitment pro-
gram to improve mobile coverage
for locals and visitors to Majors
Creek.

In October 2023, the Govern-
ment announced funded solutions
for 42 locations under the Improv-
ing Mobile Coverage Round
(IMCR).

On 31 July Member for Eden-
Monaro, Kristy McBain, attended
a community meeting at the Ma-
jors Creek pub to discuss the issues
with locals.

At the 2022 election the govern-
ment committed to examine op-
tions to further test industry
solutions for two locations that did
not meet technical requirements,
but where Departmental advice in-
dicated a value for money solution
may exist.

Under Stage 2 of the IMCR, up
to $3.05 million (GST inc) is avail-
able to deliver new handheld cov-
erage to two locations: Majors
Creek and Mangrove Mountain,
New South Wales.

This grant opportunity seeks
proposed solutions that will lead to
improved mobile coverage for the
local communities and visitors to
the area.

Mobile network operators and
infrastructure providers have until
25 September 2024 to apply for
Stage 2 IMCR grant funding in the
specified locations.

Further information is available
on GrantConnect https://www.
grants.gov.au/ and www.infrastruc
ture.gov.au/mbsp

The IMCR comes in addition to
the Government’s broader $1.1 bil-
lion Better Connectivity Plan
(BCP) which commits funding to
improve mobile and broadband
connectivity and resilience.

This includes additional rounds
of the Mobile Network Hardening
Program (MNHP), the Regional
Connectivity Program (RCP) and
the Mobile Black Spot Program
(MBSP).

Outcomes for Round 2 of the
MNHP were announced in May.
Last December grants were
awarded for the combined Round
7 of the MBSP and Round 3 of the
RCP. Round 8 of the MBSP is ex-
pected to open later in 2024,

For more information on the
MBSP, visit: www.infrastructure.
gov.au/mbsp

For more information on the
BCP, visit: www.infrastructure.
gov.au/bep

Ms McBain said, “I welcome
this round of funding and encour-
age mobile network operators and
infrastructure providers to apply.

“Reliable mobile coverage is
essential for our safety, our
economy, our education and
work, and everyday
communication.

“This is a positive step towards
addressing the connectivity issues
faced by the Majors Creek com-
munity.

“This funding round reflects the
Albanese Government’s ongoing
efforts to support regional commu-
nities with the infrastructure they
need to thrive.”
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90 Wallace St, [al the pedestrian crossing]
8amfo1pm | 6 days a week
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BREAD

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices ... and more

wiw. dojobread.com.av 0407 222 334

Monday

5:00am - Good Morning Country

7:00am - Martin's Morning Mix

1:00pm - Flashback Featured Artist with Rob
4:00pm - Book Reading with Rod

5.00pm - 90's to Infinity

7:00pm - Hot Topics with Bill Waterhouse
9:00pm - Aussie Music Weekly

Tuesday

5:00am - Good Morning Country
7:00am - The Andy Breakfast Show
9:00am - Cyberbeat

11:00am - Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air

3:00pm - Bunkum, Faves & Raves
5.00pm - Blast from the 00's

7:00pm - Crap from the past

9:30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy

Wednesday

5:00am - Good Morning Country
7:00am - Martin's Morning Mix
11:00am - Tracking the decades
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
3.00pm - 00's to Infinity

6:00pm - Woodsongs Old Time Radio
7:00pm - Magic Carpet Ride

Thursday

5:00am - Good Morning Country
7:00am - Andy at Breakfast

10:00am - From the Archives with Gavin
4:00pm - The 60's in Aust. with Rob
5.00pm - The Conga Line with Billy Bob
7:00pm - Big Rock Radio

Friday

5:00am - Good Morning Country
7:00am - Martin’s Morning Mix
10:00am - The Rock Show with Gregg
1:00pm - TC's Time Capsule

3.00pm - Blast from the 90's

5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown
7:00pm - Rock’s Soft Rock

9:00pm - Raised on Rock

Saturday

9:00am - Mornings with Gavin & Roger
12:00 - Paul's Powerzone

1:00pm — A bit of this and that with Gavin
4:00pm - Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
6:00pm — Saturday Night Gold

Sunday

8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara
10:00am - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
3:00pm - 45RPM

4:00pm - Pop Heads

5:00pm - 100% Home Grown

6:00pm - Combined Church Service of
Braidwood

7:00pm - The Mechie Show (Prog Rock)

L4,
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Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION
® Family gatherings
o Weddings & celebrations
¢ Conferences

All units are self-contained
with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616

TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

Produced by Layla Stuart, BCS work experience student.

William Verdon

Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622

Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services.
Unique and award winning.

48422882 or 0419445299
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Childcare fees down,
workers’ pay up

From the Hon Kristy McBain MP and the Hon Jason Clare MP

Every day in Eden-Monaro, par-
ents trust early childhood educa-
tors with the most important thing
in their world, which is why the
Albanese Government is support-
ing some of our most important
workers.

The Government is investing
$3.6 billion to deliver a 15 per cent
wage increase for Early Childhood
Education and Care (ECEC) work-
ers.

This will be phased in over two
years, with a 10 per cent increase
from December 2024, and a further
5 per cent increase from December
2025.

It will see a typical ECEC educa-
tor in Eden-Monaro, who is paid at
the award rate, receive a pay rise of
at least $100 per week — increasing
to at least $155 per week from De-
cember 2025.

Since coming to Government, the
number of ECEC workers has
grown by more than 30,000, but we
need more.

This commitment will help retain
our existing early childhood educa-
tors, who are predominately
women, and attract new employees.

It will also put downward pres-
sure on fees, ensuring families in
Eden-Monaro can access quality,
affordable ECEC.

To be eligible to receive funding
for the wage increase, ECEC serv-
ices won’t be able to increase their
fees by more than 4.4 per cent over
the next 12 months.

This significant wage increase is
an important next step in the Gov-
ernment’s reforms to the sector,
building on the successful Cheaper
Child Care changes, which have al-
ready benefitted 4,400 families in
Eden-Monaro.

As part of these reforms, the
Government is considering the Pro-
ductivity Commission’s final report
into early childhood education and
care and will release it in due
course.

Member for Eden-Monaro,
Kristy McBain MP, said, “Having
access to quality, affordable early
education is incredibly important
for families in Eden-Monaro, which
is why this investment is a win for
workers and a win for families.

“This will mean early educator
workers in Eden-Monaro will re-

ceive a 15 per cent pay rise, without
the costs being passed onto fami-
lies.

“More than an extra $100 per
week from December 2024, in-
creasing to over $150 per week
from December 2025, will help re-
tain our existing early childhood
educators, but also support attract-
ing more educators to the sector.

“I’ll continue working with com-
munities across Eden-Monaro to
advocate for strengthening early ed-
ucation — for families and our edu-
cators.”

Education Minister, Jason Clare,
said that the child care debate is
over. “It’s not babysitting,” he said,
“it’s early education and it’s critical
to preparing children for school.

“A pay rise for every early child-
hood educator is good for our work-
force, good for families and good
our economy.”

Minister for Early Childhood Ed-
ucation Dr Anne Aly agreed. “This
is a wonderful outcome for a highly
feminised workforce that has for far
too long been neglected and taken
for granted.

“We’re boosting the wages of
early childhood education workers,
while relieving cost of living pres-
sures on Australian Families.

“Properly valuing the early child-
hood education and care workforce
is crucial to attracting and retaining
workers and vital to achieving the
quality universal early learning sec-
tor Australian families deserve.

“A quality early childhood edu-
cation sector is necessary to support
children’s learning and develop-
ment as well as workforce partici-
pation in the broader economy.”

N
L o

Kristy talking to childcare workers.
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Do you suffer from tetraphobia?
Triskaidekaphobia? Or even hexa-
kosioihexakontahexaphonia?

Probably not the first, unless
you’re Asian. For some, in those
cultures, four is an unlucky number.

Possibly the last, if you’re a Fun-
damentalist Christian, as it refers to
666, or The Number of the Beast,
that is, Satan or the Antichrist. It’s
mentioned as such in The (biblical)
Book of Revelation. The really su-
perstitious will do anything to avoid
it, while those who like to take
risks, or press buttons, will make a
feature of it.

As for the middle word, it refer-
ences the number thirteen, and
causes quite a lot of trouble. Seem-
ingly, it’s our unluckiest number.
Don’t seat thirteen guests at a table,
as one will die within the year.
Don’t have rooms, airline seating
rows or hotel floors numbered thir-
teen; no one wants them. Use 12A
instead.

Friday the thirteenth is especially
unlucky. There’s not only Good Fri-
day but the British tradition of pub-
lic hangings on Fridays. Strangely,
anumber of studies do show higher
rates of accidents, including car
crashes, on such days. But is it
cause or effect? Are their nerves
distracting drivers? Is it ‘confirma-
tion bias?” Are those who are con-
scious of the date attributing even
slight inconveniences to it?

The first signs of counting are
notches cut into bones and other ar-
tifacts, believed to be tally marks.
They may have counted lapsed
time, as in so many days since — or
until — . They may have recorded
quantities: so many sheep in the
flock, so many lambs born. These
show up in Mesopotamia circa
34000 BC. Hand stencils in caves
may have fulfilled the same pur-
pose. Humans are predisposed to
using their ten fingers and ten toes
for counting. That’s why we use a
base ten counting system. But base
sixty is also quite common, leading
to our sixty seconds in a minute,
sixty minutes in an hour, and also to
measure angles. The Babylonians
used this. Things could be simpli-
fied by crossing off batches of ten
and substituting one mark.

Then you could use a symbol for
a batch of marks. The ancient
Egyptian system used a waterlily to
represent a thousand tally marks.

The words ‘number’ and ‘nu-
meral’ are not interchangeable. A
number refers to how many, say,
apples you’ve picked. A numeral is
the symbol you use to represent
this.

It’s possible women were the first
mathematicians! The so-called
Lebombo bone is a baboon fibula
(calf bone) dating to 42000 years
ago. It has twenty-nine notches.
Were women keeping track of their
menstrual cycles, which suggests a
lunar calendar? It could also have
been a planting guide or a record of
women’s rituals. Back then, the
Deity may have been female.

By the 7th century, Indian math-
ematicians were using a positional
system much as we do today. This
way, just ten unique symbols could
represent any number. There could
be a problem with the spacing, as,
say, 5 5 might be carelessly read as
55 when the writer meant 505. So
the zero became a space holder.
There are still arguments about the
power of zero. Remember your al-
gebra days? How can ‘nothing’ re-
ally be ‘something?’

I never got into that kind of argu-
ment so I won’t now. I won’t deal
with ‘eternity’ either, although the
kids love it. But I can tell you
there’s no such number as ‘eternity
plus one!’

How can we even be sure what
the Babylonians and Mesopotami-
ans meant by their tally marks and
symbols? We can’t. This is the sum
total of expert opinion up until now,
as far as I know, but it is conjecture
and could be quite wrong. A pa-
pyrus or a cuneiform tablet could
turn up at the back of some cave
and disprove everything. We’ve al-
ready left behind numerous inaccu-
rate medieval theories which were
once taught in universities. People
have lost their jobs, reputations and
even their lives because of scientific
thinking imparted as unquestioned
gospel to generations of students.

Galileo died in 1642, which does-
n’t seem so long ago compared to
42000 years ago. He was still under

house arrest for spreading the
‘heresy’ of the earth moving round
the sun. He spent six years in prison
under torture by the inquisition, and
was originally sentenced to death.
He settled for the lesser sentence
after being forced to recant in pub-
lic, but is reputed to have muttered
under his breath as he was led away
in chains: Yet still it moves!

Did he really say this? He cer-
tainly should have! It’s debatable,
and there’s an ongoing search for
evidence.

I’ve heard there’s a Flat Earth
group in Braidwood.

A fierce debate nowadays is
about gender identity. For many this
is, like the sun, a semi-religious
thing.

Some would like to see the sever-
est penalties inflicted on anyone
suggesting gender isn’t binary: “it
was Adam and Eve, not Adam and
Steve.” Well, guess what —- now it
seems that scientifically there is no
such thing as simple binary gender.
We are all a mixture and it’s chance
what comes out on top, with possi-
ble change at any stage of your life.
One in a hundred people have some
form of DSD or ‘difference in sex
development.’ You may never know
— or you may suffer untold dis-
comfort or discrimination.

What is behind all this is the cur-
rent lack of intellectual humility.
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We are not encouraged, at any level,
to question, explore, seek informa-
tion. We must be right. We must
conform. It’s all about power.

Hang on to your hats and don’t
stand near the fan, because any day
now ...

You could join the Piraha people.
This small Amazonian tribe have
had little contact with the outside
world, have no written history, their
culture being rooted in the immedi-
ate present. As far as number con-
cepts go, they have only three—
one, two, and many. Even these are
inexact: one or two, a few, a lot. It’s
all they need.

Or you might wish you were in
Dixie. Everyone sings about it, al-
though it’s seemingly a paradise
serviced by slaves. The term may
refer to the Mason-Dixon Line,
which divided free and slave states.
Or it may mean ten, or dix in
French. Louisiana, named for
French king Louis XIV, printed
their own currency, common
enough in the days before cen-
tralised banking. The ten dollar bill
had ‘dix’ on it and eventually be-
came a collector’s item, with the
whole South known as Dixieland,
or Dixie.

Or you could just be satisfied to
inhabit Seventh Heaven or recline
on Cloud Nine ...

SATURDAY 24 AUGUST
AT NERRIGA HOTEL

CAMP OVEN

COOK OFF!

Proudly supporting

Black Dog
Institute

EVENT FROM 11AM TO 4PM
TO SUPPORT BLACK DOG INSTITUTE

LIVE MUSIC
with Lindsay Kerlin

COOKING COMP
Try all the food and vote
for your favourite dish!

AUCTION
Starts at 1pm

RAFFLES
Drawn at 1pm, 2pm &
3pm. Be in it to win it!

BILLY TEA &
ROASTED MARSHMALLOWS
A real bush experience!

Afundraising event made possible thanks to the local community, the assistance
of Braidwood Community Bank, Schmidt Quarries and Nerriga Progress &
Sporting Asscciation, and the support of all our sponsors & contributors.

The pub’s normal kitchen will be closed. We apologise for any inconvenience.
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2024 TAMWORTH JUNIOR COUNTRY
MUSIC ACADEMY GRADUATE

RUBY
HOLDEI\I

Q/\
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MAJORS
CREEK PUB

AUGUST 18TH
3PM-7PM
SUNDAY SESSION

MOST
SATISFIED

HOME LOAN

o S
YsTome®

/4
o

Time for a
home loan health
check!

With the current cost of living, there's never been a better time to
review your home loan.

Enquire online at bendigobank.com.aufhealthcheck or call your
nearest branch on 02 4842 1118.

Q Community Bank - Braidwood

B Bendigo Bank

“Roy Morgan Single E:UJ e J.ustr’ ig). May 2023, Al loans are subject iz the bank's normmal lending criteria. Fees,

5 ¥ icn and L/JH(!ILOHS ailabile online &l
fore making & dacision, Bendigo and
22) QUT_3827e651, 180612024

Col Jpon nequeblfam any Bendig J
& 049 178 AFSL 237879 (167 66961

charges,

Adelaide
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First home buyers assistance

Media from Steve Whan, Member for Monaro

More than 33,000 first home buy-
ers across NSW have received
substantial support towards buying
their first home thanks to the
Minns Government'’s focus on get-
ting more people into more homes
sooner.

Beneficiaries of First Home
Buyers Assistance include many in
Monaro. First home buyers across
NSW have saved an average of
$20,479 on stamp duty. Over two
thirds have paid no stamp duty at
all.

This makes a material difference
for people while they save up for a
deposit, helping them get into their
dream home sooner. The Minns
Government’s program is provid-
ing real cost of living support for
people buying their first home,
helping them deal with the single
biggest cost of living pressure.

The First Home Buyers Assis-
tance program was expanded on 1
July 2023, increasing the threshold
for a stamp duty exemption from
$650,000 to $800,000 and lifting
the stamp duty concession thresh-
old from $800,000 to $1 million.

The expanded thresholds mean

that more than 18,000 first home
buyers received greater support
than they would have under the
previous government. This in-
creased support has helped first
home buyers in Monaro reach their
goal of home ownership sooner,
while keeping more money in their
pockets.

Member for Monaro,
Whan said:

“As housing prices continue to
rise, I’'m glad to be part of a gov-
ernment committed to getting
more people into their own homes.

“The Minns Government’s com-
mitment to waive stamp duty on
homes up to $800,000, and lifting
the concession threshold by
$200,000, means home ownership
is more achievable for people
across Monaro, especially our
younger residents.

“In Monaro, we’ve seen 440
people take advantage of these new
measures and save an average of
$17,221 per person.

“Owning your own home should
not be some far-off luxury or
dream, it should be something
everyone can look forward to.”

Steve

VIEW CLUB Vicki Walcott

Fifteen ladies braved the wintery
chill to attend the local Evening
View Club meeting at the Service-
men’s Club.

President Ros delivered the meet-
ing without issue and thanked her
committee Lois, Charmain, Gaye,
Kerri, Maureen and Lou for the re-
ports and ongoing work they do be-
hind the scenes.

Gay volunteered to speak this
month as the pre-arranged guest
had other matters unexpectedly
crop up and could not attend.

Thanks, Gay, for stepping up and
being our guest speaker, it certainly
sounds like you really had a calling
for working in the Aged Care sector
even as a young 17-year-old.

This month congratulations go to
Marjorie, who was the lucky win-
ner of our raffle.

The raffle money raised by
Braidwood Evening VIEW club
helps to assist with the educational
support for our sponsored child and
to provide educational reading ma-
terial The Smith Family provides to
help break the cycle of disadvan-
tage in young children.

Evening VIEW club provides
women from all walks of life a
chance to join a supportive, social
and fun group.

Braidwood Evening VIEW Club
meets at 6.15 for a 6.45pm start on
the first Thursday of the month at
the Braidwood Services Club. If
you’re interested in joining our sup-
portive, fun Evening VIEW club
please give our President Ros Bul-
loch a call on 043 789 5276 for fur-
ther information.
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Our rich education history

Paul Cockram and Robin Tennant Wood

This year marks the 175th anniver-
sary of the Braidwood Central
School. But BCS is only a rela-
tively small part of the education
history of our district.

Brian McDonald and Jill Clarke
have been compiling and writing a
history of the over 70 schools
around the district. Brian spoke to
the Changing Times about the proj-
ect.

“Our book, Schools of the Braid-
wood District, is about all the
schools around here from around
the mid 1800s right through to the
present day schools,” Brian ex-
plained.

“There were over 70 schools
around the district. Some were half-
time, part-time, provincial, public,
and then we get to the one in Braid-
wood which is now a central
school.”

Brian said that ‘halftime’ schools
operated where the teacher would
teach for half a day in one school
and would then move on to another
school for half a day. “In those days
they had no transport. It was either
you went on a horse or walked. The
schools were only about ten miles
apart.”

He said that Braidwood School
was always public school: the
Braidwood Public School. In 1949
it changed to the central school
when a lot of the smaller country
schools and outlying schools amal-
gamated into Braidwood. The ad-
vantage of that, he said, was that
children could go further in their
education — to high school.

“There was a school at Mongar-
lowe and other little schools around
it.

“There were a couple of schools
out along Back Creek Road, and
out on the Clyde Road, there were
little schools along there too, out to
Monga, right out to the mountain.
And then when you went out to Ma-
jors Creek, you had one at Berlang,
then you went out to Long Flats just
out the road. Then you went a bit
further to Reidsdale.

“There was one at Ballalba which
was next to the bridge, then right up
to Krawarrree, and they were all
along the road in those days, then
you went up to Harold’s Cross.
There were schools at Bendoura,
Faringdon, Jinglemoney and Bom-
bay, and then back to Braidwood.”

Brian McDonald

Brian was born in Braidwood, 1939
and has family links going right
back in local history.

“My father worked for the mines
at Captains Flat. He cut eucalyptus.
And in latter years he was a bridge
carpenter on Tallaganda Shire
Council.

“I only had to walk about three
doors down to the school at Majors
Creek. And I went there up to 6th
class, then I went to Braidwood.”

After leaving school he took an
apprenticehip as a painter, finally
working for the old Tallaganda
Shire.

“I was a painter for the shire for
25 years. And there is not a post nor
a bridge or anything that in this dis-
trict that I didn’t paint,” he said.

“In 1989, I got the job of store-
keeper with the shire and held that
position for fifteen years until my
retirement. During that time I was
the Municipal Employers Union
outdoor representative. Over that
time, I was responsible for intro-
ducing the 9-day fortnight and the
occupation, health and safety regu-
lations.”

Brian has had a lifelong associa-
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will be launched in September.
tion with church locally. He became
a warden of the church and then I
become a parish councillor. In 1984
he was made a licenced lay reader.

“I held that position till last year.
I was a parish counsellor for 60
years, but now I’ve just sort of qui-
etened down.

“In the last 7 years, my lay per-
son’s licence was altered to become
a funeral minister. Since then I’ve
done all the funerals in the Braid-
wood District. In 60 years I’ve been
in the church, I’ve worked with a
lot of people, seen a lot of people,
and buried a lot of people

“It’s been very good time and
I’ve appreciated the lot.”



10 — Wednesday August 14, 2024

It was announced late last year, au-
ditions soon followed and now
some 60 Braidwood Central
School students are almost ready
to rock the community with its
mystery musical.

It is perhaps Braidwood’s worst
kept secret but legal restrictions
prevent BCS from naming the mu-
sical except on the posters along
the school fence.

Snapshots of rehearsals are

A

THE SERVICEMENS CL
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THE SERVICEMENS CLUB

aidwoodServicesClub
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Braidwood Serv
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aidwoodservicemens
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BCS Mystery Musical is coming to town

prominent on the Braidwood BCS
Facebook Page.

BCS Drama Teacher, Mrs Elisa
James is the Director of the musi-
cal.

Mrs James said “Rehearsals
have been brilliant. There is a real
buzz around the school as opening
night approaches. Costumes and
set design look fabulous and are
sure to transform the audiences to
somewhere warm and sunny in the
Mediterranean for the evening.”

The audience is promised a night
with the ‘Dancing Queen’ and you
will ‘Feel like you wanna sing’ be-
cause this juke box musical is full
of well known classics.

Mrs James said “It is all going to
happen at BCS on the 21st and
22nd September so get your
‘Money, Money, Money’ to BCS
direct or ‘Ring Ring’ 4842 2249.”
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Showcase YOUR art in the Arts Trail

Cassandra Miller, QPRC Communications and Engagement Officer
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The Queanbeyan-Palerang Arts
Trail is back this October and we
are calling for visual, performing
and literary artists to join us!

The Arts Trail showcases talented
artists,  creative  practitioners,
gallery owners, and performers in
our local government area and is a
fantastic opportunity to connect our
vibrant arts community to art lovers
and visitors from near and far.

We are looking for artists, per-
formers, musicians, writers and
craftspeople from across the region
who want to open their doors, acti-
vate public spaces, and engage with
the community over three packed
weekends in October.

* Braidwood 5 & 6 October
* Bungendore 12 & 13 October
* Queanbeyan 19 & 20 October

Council extensively advertises
this event, but you must be regis-
tered by 1 September 2024 to be in-
cluded in all promotional materials.

We need your help to make this
the most varied event yet! We are
looking for:

* Art Studios

o Galleries & Art Centres

* Music/dance performances

e Theatre group script readings, re-
hearsals or development sessions

¢ Poetry slams or readings

* Book launches or author readings

* Pop up music performances, plays
or performance art in public
spaces

* Digital media and art projections

* Plus other creative ideas

The Arts Trail is an inclusive
event and a great way for new au-
diences to see incredible local
works in studios, or activations in
places like pubs, cafes, libraries or
parks.

Read the Terms and Conditions at
www.gprc.nsw.gov.au/Arts-Trail

_._.
—

Ralph Fox sculpture

For more information, or if you
wish to discuss your idea for the
Arts Trail, contact Janita Byrne
Team Leader for Culture & Arts on
0409 438 953 or by email
Janita. Byrne@qprc.nsw.gov.au

ARTS TRAIL

STUDID THIS WAY

g

xS asnc 4

Queanbpevyan Valeransy
ARTS TRAIL

0CT 2024

SOUTHERN TABLELANDS, NSW

PALERANG

e
VISIT
QUEANBEYAN gﬁlﬁ

TREASURETRAIL.COM.AU/ARTS
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Local liqueurs win accolades
at national awards

Claire Sams from The Conversation sips

Navy veteran Gavin Gillin says
two wins in national awards prove
his distillery is “on the right path”
with its liqueurs. Photo: Lucy
Ridge.

Next time you’re making some
cocktails, think of two liqueurs you
may not have planned on reaching
for.

At Hold Fast Distillery, Gavin
Gillin and his team make craft gin,
vodka, liqueurs and whisky out of
the historic Braidwood Hotel.

Their yuzucello liqueur was
awarded a silver medal, while the
limoncello came home with the
bronze at the recent Australian Dis-
tilled Spirits Awards.

“I’m happy with the awards be-
cause it shows that we’re on the
right path with what we’re actually
doing,” he told Region.

“But the awards were also won
collectively by the team at Hold
Fast, and they’ve all worked hard
to get the spirit where it needs to
be.”

The liqueurs are created using
the zest from either a lemon or
yuzu (a citrus fruit that originated
in East Asia).

“We sit that in high-strength
spirit to extract the citrus acid and
the oils,” Mr Gillin said.

“After that, we end up hydrating
it to bring it down to proof [a
measure of alcohol content in a
beverage] of about 30 per cent.

“I’m also slowly adding a bit of
sugar syrup to counteract the tart-
ness and bitterness and a little bit
more of the juice from the pulp to
lift the flavour.”

But before the distilling can
begin, the fruits need to be col-

lected from local farms — the
lemons sourced from Braidwood
and the yuzu travelling from the
NSW South Coast.

“Using local produce — or local
shopping — is really important be-
cause it not only provides local
jobs, but also builds local
economies,” Mr Gillin said.

While Mr Gillin learned about
yuzus during his time in Japan, the
limoncello took on the name
‘Strait of Messina’ after he sailed
through the actual passageway.

“In 2009, I was actually taking a
ship through the Strait of Messina,
and that was the first time that I’d
gone to Italy. I tried limoncello for
the first time,” he said.

For Mr Gillin, developing the
recipes saw some trial and error,
though both spirits have been wel-
comed.

“The limoncello is one of our
biggest sellers and we can’t even
keep up with production at the mo-
ment,” he said.

“The yuzucello is seasonal — last
year we sold 192 bottles in five
days. We’ve only had a small batch
this year because the trees didn’t
produce that much fruit, so we
have 130 bottles.”

Should you look for some yuzu-
cello or limoncello to slake your
thirst with, Mr Gillin recommends
using them in cocktails.

“A lot of people think you can
just drink it as a shot,” he said.

“But you can sip it, or you can
mix it with a bit of soda water or
lemonade.”

Hold Fast Distillery is located at
Trooper’s Rest at the north end of
Wallace Street.
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Alternative to ED
comes to Goulburn

NSW Minister for Regional Health, the Hon Ryan Park MP

Goulburn and surrounding com-
munities are now able to access
non-emergency healthcare in a
more timely way, and avoid unnec-
essary trips to the emergency de-
partment, with the opening of a
new Urgent Care Service opening
today.

The Goulburn Urgent Care Serv-
ice is now open 365 days a year,
from 8am to 8pm Monday to Fri-
day and 10am to 7pm Saturday and
Sunday. It will be staffed by staffed
by General Practitioners and
nurses with important diagnostic
services close by including radiol-
ogy and pathology.

The service is well-supported to
treat a range of illnesses and in-
juries that are urgent, but not life-
threatening. This includes minor
wounds needing stitches, sus-
pected broken bones and skin in-
fections.

Patients should call Healthdirect
on 1800 022 222 to access the
service. A registered nurse will as-
sess the patient’s condition and
then discuss with the patient the
best place for their care needs. This
may include an appointment at the
Goulburn Urgent Care Service, a
telehealth appointment with the
virtualKIDS or virtual GP services
or escalating their care to other
services like NSW Ambulance if
required.

The Goulburn Urgent Care Serv-
ice is being delivered in partner-

ship with the Coordinare - South
Eastern NSW Primary Health Net-
work.\The Minns Labor Govern-
ment is working to improve access
to care and reduce wait times,
through our emergency department
relief package which will invest an
additional $100 million to fund ur-
gent care services for a further two
years, providing a pathway to care
outside of our hospitals for an esti-
mated 114,000 patients once fully
implemented.

In making the announcement,
Minister Park said that the Goul-
burn Urgent Care Service will pro-
vide the community with access to
timely care for conditions which
can be safely and -effectively
treated outside of the ED.

“Urgent care services just like
this one, bridge the gap between
primary care and emergency care,
ensuring that patients have fast ac-
cess to the care they need,” Mr
Park said.

“The best way to get access to
our urgent care services if you’re
feeling unwell or worried about
symptoms is to call healthdirect
anytime on 1800 022 222.

A registered nurse will assess
your condition and connect you
with the care you need, whether an
appointment at Goulburn urgent
care service or virtual care. It
means healthcare, anywhere, in
the time it takes to make a phone
call.”

BOUT THE PLACE

PN
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Mitre |10 workers Casey,Anne and Sarah with Sebastian on work experience.
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News trivia

Have you been paying attention? &

b With Kamala Harris officially declared Democratic
nominee for the US presidency, who is her vice-
presidential nominee?

» Josh Shapiro
» Pete Buttigieg

» Tim Walz
» Snoop Dogg

B Who has been the unofficial US mascot at the Paris
Olympics
» Lady Gaga
» Anna Wintour

» Uncle Sam
» Snoop Dogg

B The winner of the quintessential Olympics race — the
Men’s 100m sprint —was ...
» Noah Lyles » Usain Bolt
» Peter Bol » Snoop Dogg

B Australia finished the Games in what position on the
medal’s tally?
» 3rd » 4th
>» 5th > 10th

B The Wallabies lost their Rugby Championship match on
Saturday morning, 7-33, at Suncorp Stadium. Who were
they playing?

» England » South Africa
» New Zealand» Snoop Dogg

@ In the 2024 movie The Garfield Movie, who plays the
voice of Maurice, the Maine Coon cat?
» Bruce Willis » Samuel L. Jackson
» Chris Rock » Snoop Dogg

i Which American star received the Olympic flag at the
closing ceremony in preparation for the Los Angeles
games in 20287

» Keanu Reeves » Matt Damon
» Tom Cruise » Snoop Dogg

B On Sunday night a helicopter crashed on to a hotel roof
in what north Queensland city?
» Townsville  » Port Douglas
» Mackay » Cairns

B And in other aerial mishaps, a plane crash in which
Brazilian city claimed the lives of all on board?
» Sao Paulo  » Rio de Janeiro
» Brasilia » Salvador

i What serial offender is causing considerable damage to
this year’s local truffle harvest?
» Bandicoots » Wombats
» Possums » Snoop Dogg

Answers:
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ow an extra 6-8 minutes for the Majors Creek trip.

Replacement of Honeysuckle
Creek Bridge

Contractors have started work on
the replacement of Honeysuckle
Creek Bridge on Majors Creek
Road.

The road will be closed at the
bridge. Monga Lane has received
some upgrades including a grade
and gravel re-sheet to serve as the
detour during the works and will
have a reduced speed limit of
60km/h due to the expected in-
crease in traffic. Drivers travelling
between Majors Creek and Braid-
wood will need to use Araluen
Road and Monga Lane. The bridge
is expected to be closed for around
six weeks, weather permitting. This
project is funded by the Australian
Government with a contribution
from Council. Find out more at
WWW.qprc.nsw.gov.au/
Major-Works-Projects/Honey-
suckle-Bridge

— % — % — % —

Expressions of Interest open for
2024 Queanbeyan-Palerang Arts
Trail

We are inviting expressions of in-
terest from artist studios, galleries,
and artist activations to participate
in the 2024 Queanbeyan-Palerang
Arts Trail. This year we are broad-
ening the scope of art, and we
would love to have creative practi-
tioners of all arts forms participate
in the trail, including the perform-

ing and literary arts. This year’s
Art’s Trail will run across three
weekends in October, starting in
Braidwood on 5 and 6 October,
Bungendore on 12 and 13 October,
and Queanbeyan on 19 and 20 Oc-
tober. Learn more about the 2024
Arts Trail and submit an EOI at
www.queanbeyanpalerang.com.au/
visit/arts-trail-registration
— %k — % — % —

Next Council meeting happening

in Braidwood

We will be holding an Ordinary
Council meeting in Braidwood on
Wednesday 28 August at the Braid-
wood Community Centre (formerly
the old library) on Park Lane. Mem-
bers of the public can register on-
line to make a presentation via
Zoom to the meeting about items
that appear on the agenda. Register
to make a presentation at
www.gprc.nsw.gov.au/Council/Cou
ncil-Business/Public-involvement-
at-Council-meetings#section-2

— ok —k —k —

Yarning Circle at the Dhurga

Rock

We have been supporting the
Two Fires Committee and the
Braidwood Mens Shed to create a
Yarning Circle at the Dhurga Rock
in Ryrie Park. The Mens Shed
sourced ironbark timbers to create
seating which is expected to be in-
stalled in coming weeks.

ROYAL MAIL

gRAIDWOOp

Happy Hour:

6.30-7.30
Thursdays & Fridays

145-147 Wallace St

4842 2488
0414 656 420

royalmailbraidwood @gmail.com
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
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Register now to join the Arts Trail!

The Queanbeyan-Palerang Arts Trail is back this
October and we are calling for visual, performing and
literary artists to join us!

We are looking for artists, performers, musicians,
writers and craftspeople from across the region who
want to open their doors, activate public spaces,
and engage with the community over three packed
weekends in October.

The focus will be on:

® Braidwood for 5 & 6 October

® Bungendore for 12 & 13 October
® Queanbeyan for 19 & 20 October
>

Register online by 1 September at
gprc.nsw.gov.au/arts-trail

Have Your Say @

Projects & initiatives open for Closing
community comment Date
Electric Vehicle Charging Fee 22 August

» Find all the details on Council's engagement hub at
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Submissions can be made:

® By registering and commenting via
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

By email to council@qgprc.nsw.gov.au

By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
Delivered in person one of our offices

Work with Council

® Animal Management Officer
® Museum and Arts Office

® Lifeguards and Swim Teachers
>

For more information see bit.ly/QPRC-Careers

Apply now for Local Heritage Places Grants!

We're proud to offer our Local Heritage Places Grants
again with the support of the NSW Heritage Office.

These grants help residents complete works to preserve
their heritage buildings and applications are open until
Friday 27 October.

» Make sure to read the grant guidelines and apply
at gprc.nsw.gov.au/grants

» For more information contact
landuseadmin@qprc.nsw.gov.au

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
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Council Meetings and Times

Council holds Ordinary Meetings twice a month on
a Wednesday, excluding December and January.
Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday
prior to the meeting from bit.ly/MinutesAgendas
Meetings are live streamed via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast

Members of the public can watch the meetings
online or make a presentation.

For those wanting to make a presentation on an
Agenda item, you can make a:

® \Written presentation by midday on Tuesday
® Zoom presentation (register by midday on
Wednesday)

P Register to make a presentation at
bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
® 14 August
® 28 August

Written Questions on Notice

Questions on notice from the community must be
submitted in writing or via email to
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum,
provided to the person who asked the questions and
published on our website.

Local Government Elections - 14 SEPTEMBER

The local government election is on Saturday 14
September and voting is mandatory.

If you are not going to be in the local government area
on election day you can apply for a postal vote until

9 September or you can pre-poll in the LGA from 7-13
September.

» For more information about the election, key dates

and how to vote head to elections.nsw.gov.au/lge24
or call 1300 135 736

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and
Regulations Documents are published at
bit.ly/DPnotices

Follow us on social media

@QbnPalerangRC o
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang @

pypagpiee  Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter

council@gprc.nsw.gov.au
WWW.gprc.nsw.gov.au

eepurl.com/codv-v @
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BRAG NEWS Kylie Dominic

-

The BRAG building is undergo-
ing renovations. This includes the
installation of gallery lighting.
Work is well underway but there is
no firm completion date yet.

We are very grateful that Braid-
wood Community Bank has come
on board to help us. It would not
have been possible without them.
Coming Up

Launch exhibition Lumina will
run over 3 weekends, from open-
ing night Friday 27 September to
Sunday 13 October, and will in-

clude Arts Trail weekend in the
middle.

We cordially invite all artists in
the community — BRAG members
or not — to submit a work to Lu-
mina. It will be an exhibition that
welcomes all in the community,
whether as visitors or exhibitors, to
launch our new lights and colour-
ways. We look forward to seeing
everyone come down for a visit!

Be sure to keep up to date with
developments on our website:

www.bragart.com.au

Wednesday August 14, 2024 — 15

LOCAL FOOD Laura Moriarty

Use up Your veggies: Slow
Cooked Spaghetti Bolognaise

I tend to use whatever vegetables
are in season in my spaghetti
bolognaise, so if it’s summer, there
tends to be loads of grated zuc-
chini, etc in it.

Substitute parsnip, et al for all
seasonal vegetables. If I don’t have
tomato pesto, I use a good glug or
three of balsamic vinegar instead —
it gives a lovely depth of flavour. I
also use a food processor with a
grater attachment to grate my veg-
gies.

The meat can be substituted with
whatever pulses you prefer if you
want to do a vegetarian version.
Also, this recipe is designed to use
whatever veggies you have lan-
guishing in the bottom of the fridge,
so use them all up with happy aban-
don! You can also use a traditional
slow cooker, or an electric one if
you prefer. This also works as a
quick recipe; it does not need to be
slow cooked—it just tastes better if
it is.
500g hamburger mince
450g pork mince
1 onion, chopped
1 carrot, grated
1 parsnip, grated
2 cloves garlic (or however much

garlic you want to add)

1 turnip, grated

1 bunch of celery, chopped

1 bottle of passata

1 jar tomato pesto (any brand works
for this)

2 tins of chopped (or whole) tomato

1 large dollop tomato paste

Olive oil

However much pasta you require

Parmesan cheese to serve

In an enamelware pot on the
stove over a high heat, brown onion
and mince along with carrot and
celery. Toss in the parsnip, turnip,
and any other seasonal vegetables
you are using, including whatever
vegetables are languishing in the
bottom of your fridge!

Once this is lovely and wilted,
add the passata, stirring frequently.
Add the tomato pesto, tinned toma-
toes, and tomato paste. Use water to
rinse jars, adding what remains
from the jars into the pot.

Reduce the heat, and simmer for
five hours on a low heat, stirring
and checking at regular intervals.

Once it’s close to serving time,
boil the jug with tap water, then in
a large pot on the stove, pour the
boiling water into the pot. Add the
pasta and bring back to the boil
until pasta is al dente.

Divide into bowls, and sprinkle
parmesan cheese on top to taste.

I'T@IEIY

Ph: 4842 2472
High Quality Meats

Ol1d Fashioned
Friendly Service

137 Wallace Street
Braidwood

Michael Clarke
We also smoke all our own
Deli Range on the premises

micherS8@bigpond.com
CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
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HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE Laura Moriarty

What an utter delight was the last
Elegant Associates concert!

I haven’t had that much fun in a
while—Sandee White was ab-
solutely amazing, as were Debo-
rah, Nicki, and David — David
even sang!

We have quite the action-packed
fortnight ahead of us, with gigs and
markets and movies galore.

Concerts and Gigs

Mick Fernandez is back at the
Royal Mail Hotel on Saturday,
17th August.
— %k — % — % —
Ruby Holden is playing at the
Major’s Creek Pub on Sunday,
18th August from 3pm. Ruby is a
2024 Tamworth Country Music
Academy junior graduate, and
your correspondent has just lis-
tened to her on Instagram, she’s
pretty good!
— ¥ — % — % —
ELVIS will be at the Club on
Friday the 16th of August, per-
forming in the lounge area at 8pm,
straight after the Friday Night Raf-
fles. This is a free performance,
come along for a fun night out!

The Braidwood Farmer’s Mar-
ket will be on in the National The-
atre on Saturday, 17th August from
8:30 am.
— ¥k — % — % —
The Ryrie Park markets are on
Saturday, 24th August from 8am.

Other Gatherings

Braidwood and District Educa-
tion Foundation Cocktail Gala is
being held in recognition of 20
years of service on 17th August
2024 at Mona Farm from 5:30pm.
The Braidwood and District Edu-
cation Foundation (BDEF) is cele-
brating its 20th anniversary this
year, a significant milestone made
possible by the incredible support
from local donors. Over the past
two decades, BDEF has awarded
more than 320 grants to young
people in the area, helping them
pursue further education and train-
ing after high school.

To commemorate this occasion,
the Foundation is hosting a special
cocktail event at Mona Farm. The
Braidwood community is invited
to join past grant recipients,
donors, and committee members
for an evening of socialising and

canapés, with a complimentary
drink on arrival. The celebration
will also feature live music from
local artists and an array of excit-
ing auction items.

Tickets for the event can be pur-
chased at the Braidwood Bendigo
Bank or online through Eventbrite.
The BDEF committee is excited to
celebrate this important anniver-
sary with the community.

— %k — % — % —

The Braidwood Redback’s
Rugby Club are hosting a Long
Lunch on Friday, 16th August from
Ipm to 3pm at the Braidwood Ser-
vicemen’s Club. Food will be pro-
vided by V&M and is $100 a head.
Special guest speakers are Cole
Busby and Ben Alexander, and
there will be entertainment by
Hamish Hudson. Bookings are es-
sential.

— %k — % — % —

Braidwood Film Club are hav-
ing a special showing of two films
on Saturday, 17th August from
3pm. Our August screening fea-
tures two films: the biographical
documentary Merkel and then,
after our shared meal, Colm
Bairéad’s beautifully paced drama
The Quiet Girl.

Please note the early time for the
first film: 3:00pm and then 5:30pm
for a meal at 6:00pm,

The Quiet Girl screening at
7:00pm.

— %k — % — % —

Christina Carroll’s monthly
yoga workshop is themed around
ACCEPTANCE this time. At
BRAG on Tuesday, 20th August
from 5:30-8pm, this workshop will
help you discover how embracing
acceptance can lead to greater
peace, happiness, and fulfilment in
your life. Includes movement,
breathing practices, meditation,
and a yummy dinner. 2.5 hours $45
https://yogaforprana.com.au/prod-
uct/acceptance-yoga-workshop-
braidwood/

— % — %k — % —

Simply Sourdough: a simple
way to learn how to bake sour-
dough bread with My Heimat is on
Saturday, 31st August at 10am at
the Old Sunday School Hall. To
purchase a ticket, please go here:
https://www.myheimat.com.au/pro
duct/simply-sourdough $100 a per-
son.

— k — % — %k —

A Camp Oven Cook Off will be
held on Saturday 24 August 2024
from Ilam at Nerriga Hotel to

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

raise funds to support the work of
Black Dog Institute. This is a com-
munity event to create a meaning-
ful moment for mental health.
Local teams will take part in a non-
professional competition and cook
up a storm with a pinch of friendly
rivalry, making it a fun day for
everyone and raising funds for an
important cause. Topped with raf-
fles, an auction, billy tea, roasted
marshmallows and live music by
Lindsay Kerlin, it will sure be a
great day out for the whole family!
Event starts at 11am. Come up,
have a yarn around the fire and
most importantly enjoy the day
whilst helping us support the work
of Black Dog Institute.
— % — %k — %k —

The Winter Woop Up for
Wildlife is still going strong with
an online auction to be finished on
31st October 2024. To purchase
raffle tickets, please go to
https://www.raffle
tix.com.au/?ref=ccvow and buy
them there to support the cause.
Tickets are $10 each, with dis-
counts for multiples of five. First
prize is a painting by local artist Jo
Parsons, entitled Speak Gently,
second prize are a pair of church
roof earrings by local refurbished
metal emporium V&M, and the
third prize is a bottle of River-
bourne Distillery The Source Iden-
tity whisky.

At BRAG

Snuggle n Sing is on from 9:30 -
10:30 am during the school term

on Thursdays. For further informa-
tion, please contact Theresa Pen-
gelly at pengellyte@gmail.com
— % — %k — 3k —
Christina Carroll runs yoga
classes on Monday afternoons
from 4pm to 5:15pm, and on Sat-
urday mornings from 8am to 9 am.
Please get in contact with Christina
if you wish to attend on 0414 385
051.
— %k — % — 3k —
Songlarks is 9:30-11:10 on Fri-
days. It is a short music class for
pre-school age children, including
infants from about six months old.
Please email Nadia McLeish at na-
diamcleishl@gmail.com for fur-
ther details.
— % — % — 3k —
Vera Active Pilates runs on
Wednesdays with an evening class
running from 6:30 to 7:30pm.
Please contact Kate Morris for fur-
ther details at veraactivebraid-
wood@gmail.com
— % — %k — 3k —
Life Drawing runs on the last
Saturday of every month.
— %k — % — % —
Christina has also taken on Sue
Lyons’s pilates classes. Tuesdays
at 9am, Thursdays at 9am.
— %k — % — % —
Aikido is on during the school
term on Wednesday afternoons, but
please contact Matthew Hulse for
further details on 0438 648 864.

Tuesdays
Tai Chi - 10.00 am
— %k — % — % —
Bridge — 1.00 pm - new players
welcome, contact Olive Royds
4842 1732 or Rose Ribbons 0421
939 151 for more information.
Free to play.
— %k — % — k% —
Canasta — 1lam. Contact the
Club for more information
— %k — % — % —
Squash Comp — Evenings -
School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information.

Wednesdays

Social Bowls — 12.45 pm to
begin playing at 1.00pm
— % — %k — % —
Trivia — 2nd Wednesday of
every month. 6.30pm to begin
playing at 7.00 pm. $5 to play.
— % — % — % —

Squash Comp — Evenings -
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School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information.
— %k — % — % —
Tango — 5.30 pm Tango Les-
sons, Contact Erika Mordek 0432
687255 for more information.

Thursdays

Golf Club’s Chook Run -
Thursday Afternoon
Fridays

Tai Chi - 10.00 am.

— ok — % — % —

Friday Raffles — Every Friday
Night, Raffle Tickets on Sale at
6.00 pm, Raffle drawn at 7.30 pm.

— % — % — %k —

Members Draw — The Mem-
bers Draw will be drawn any time
between 7-9 pm and will jackpot
up to a possible $5,000.

— % — % — % —

Members Happy Hour — 6-
7pm weekly

— % — % — %k —

Line Dancing — 7.15 pm, Social
Line Dancing. Contact Maureen
Robertson 0413 795 630 for more
information.

Saturdays

Golf Comp — 12.00 pm - 4.30
pm

Sundays

Movement for Mobility — 11.00
am - 12.00 pm. Contact Erika
Mordek 0432 687 255 for more in-
formation.

— ¥ — % — % —

Social Bowls — 12.45 pm to
begin playing at 1.00 pm.

— %k — % — % —

Poker — 2.30 pm to begin play-
ing at 3.00 pm. First Sunday of the
Month.

— k — % — % —

Darts Competition — 4:30pm
for a Spm start every Sunday.

Other Organisations

An invitation to a fortnightly grief,
loss, and healing circle in Braid-
wood. This Circle meets on the
first and third Tuesday of the
month at the Braidwood Uniting
Church cottage at 10am to
12:30pm, with a maximum of
twelve people within the Circle.
Contact Maria Bakas on 0421 547
665 or email
mariabakas@gmail.com for fur-
ther information and to register.
— %k — % — % —

Out at the showgrounds there is
anew martial arts dojo in town that
was previously at BRAG.

— % — %k — %k —

Braidwood Dance Studio will
be running ALL classes at Sunday
School Hall (The Anglican Hall) at
68 Wilson Street, Braidwood,
NSW, 2622.

If you are unsure of the right
class for you or your child, do not
hesitate to contact Miss Georgie
with any questions. To enrol,

please  visit our  website
www.braidwooddancestudio.com
or phone Miss Georgie-
0457991116

braidwooddancestudio@gmail.c

om
— % — % — 3k —

The Braidwood Garden Club
runs garden visits usually on 2nd
Thursday of each month. This is
flexible and is subject to change,
depending on the availability of
public and private gardens. Infor-
mation available on www.braid-
woodgardenclub.org

— k — % — %k —

Parkrun is on every Saturday at
the Braidwood Showgrounds from
8am unless otherwise noted.

— %k — % — % —

Braidwood Motor Club meet at
the Club on the second Thursday
of the month at 7pm—for further
information, you can contact Steve
Scaife on 02 4842 1664.

— %k — % — % —

The View Club meet at the Club
on the first Thursday of the month
at 6:30pm—rfor further informa-
tion, please contact Roslyn on
0437 895 276.

— %k — % — 3k —

The Fishing Club meet at the
Club on the first Wednesday of the
month at 7:30pm.

— %k — % — 3k —

The Royal Mail’s weekly
chocolate wheel is on as always, as
are their Happy Hours on Monday
through Wednesday nights

— % — % — 3k —

The Royal Mail also have Joker
Poker on Wednesday nights with
all proceeds going to Apex, as well
as seafood tray raffles on Friday
nights—proceeds to the Redbacks,
and Thursday night meat raffles
with all monies going to the Lions
Club.

— %k — % — % —

The St Vincent DePaul Society
meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11lam to Ipm.

— %k — % — 3k —

Crafty or Not group meet every
Thursday morning at the Anglican
Parish Centre behind the Anglican
Church on Elrington St from 11am
to 12pm. All are welcome.

— %k — % — % —

Braidwood Quilters and Tex-

tiles meet every Tuesday and Sat-
urday down at the Scout Hall from
10am onwards.

— % — %k — %k —

Braidwood Health Walking
Group meets every Wednesday
morning at 8:30 am at Ryrie Park.
For further information, please
contact Trish Sargeson on 0438
768 539.

— %k — % — % —

Braidwood Scouts are on every
Thursday throughout the school
terms.

Please contact Mal Campbell at
malcolm.campbell@nsw.scouts.or
g.au for further details.

— %k — % — % —

Fit for Life meet every Monday
and Wednesday morning from
7:30-8:30 am at Braidwood Cen-
tral School. Breakfast is provided
after an active workout.

— %k — % — % —

Braidwood Pistol and Target
Shooting Club invite new mem-
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bers to join. They offer introduc-
tory shoots and club pistols for
anyone who would like to experi-
ence pistol shooting. If you are in-
terested, please contact
braidwoodpandtsc@gmail.com for
further information.
— ok —k —k —

At the Braidwood Hotel
Wednesday nights are our $13.00
pork or chicken schnitzel and
$16.00 parmigiana nights. Thurs-
day nights pizza specials are
supreme or meat lovers’ pizza
$20.00, or Hawaiian or pepperoni
$15.00. These specials occur
weekly. There are also Friday night
meat raffles.

— %k — % — k% —

Braidwood Social Dancing has
a new schedule. Sundays 12:30-
4pm at the Club. $20 casual or
pay-per-term. www.braidwoodso-
cialdancing.au or Facebook for de-
tails, or call Carolyn 0438 223 247.

BRAIDWOOD WORDSEARCH PUZZLE #2

Another wordsearch puzzle from 88 Solutions, our own homegrown
puzzle book creator! For a range of fun and entertaining wordsearch
puzzle books, look them up on Amazon, or email jennifermoraga@big
pond.com to purchase from the source.

K 2 Vv AMFARI RI NGDUONZRAOQB
b T QG6yYG6GMRE I DSDALETDS
WFBOMZBAYQRMHGGTDUP L Z
M B LMXTCZCAI MNYQKT CTET
CEOUPNINPAAJY P E J I A
NN Z L JUAMUJIWIL J Y WY ATF K
QDY LNMVOAAIKIEKAATEOQYF
P Ol OGD RDI RY RIRIRSDUDAM
DUI OASUBSARTETI CCTFMDO
NRWNTCIBETSWI G K S Q2Z S HN
O ABRVRAAXNEUTILARAASG
FQE JTNRILAORYIKRVCILA
CEROUJREHAUATTDXOQMZCR
K ML OECTR RS LCOQHYVYOUJVL
Y K A EFE URX I R X LY TNI X RO
O FNOOYOQFDI P AGDZQNW
LGGNGLWUJPPGABTGUJF E
vV HS A RF A S S S AD X K F B J

ARALUEN BALLALABA

BENDOURA BERLANG

BOMBAY BUDAWANG

FARRINGDON KRAWARREE

LARBERT MAJORSCREEK

MANAR MAYFIELD

MONGA MONGARLOWE

MULLOON NERRIGA

NORTHANGERA REIDSDALE

SASSAFRAS WARRI
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

Nourishing love
When we moved house 7 weeks

ago we were met with the gift of
food.

An exotic pumpkin soup and a
Spanish chicken casserole. Moving
house can be stressful, certainly
emotional but the gift of food
turned that all around. We’d known
the love of the people of Braid-
wood over the seven years that
we’d been putting our relocated
Victorian cottage back together,
but this gift had special meaning
for us. The food was very good and
as good food does, it nourished our
bodies, but this food nourished our
souls.

On Sundays we’re still in John’s
gospel reading about Jesus feeding
us, and we’re now discovering that
the bread he provided for those
5000 hungry people who were fed
up in the mountains is for hungry
people everywhere. But the talk is
getting a bit difficult. ‘I Am the
Bread of Life’ has moved to stuff
about eating flesh and drinking
blood, invoking images of violence
and humiliation.

Coming crucifixion? Probably.
And people are challenging Jesus
because of his outrageous claims
and trying to tear him down, reck-
oning that they know all about him
because they know his mum and
dad. And now they’re starting to
argue amongst themselves.

As I think about all this, I come
back to our experience 7 weeks
ago of been given food as an act of
love to welcome us and nourish us,
and I think that at the core of it all
that’s probably what Jesus’ gift of
bread is all about.

David Luckie, Parishioner

Highgate IT Services

Your Local IT Specialist

FiXing your computer
problems since 2006
Gordon Waters »

0422 921 269

gordon@nighgatertcomay

Join us this coming SUNDAY
18th August, 10am at St Andrews
Anglican Church, Elrington St,
Braidwood for a Holy Communion
service with Rev. Ian Chaplin fol-
lowed by a welcoming cuppa by
the warming fire.

Check out our Facebook page -
Anglican Parish of Braidwood - for
updates. If you’d like to know
more, join our Parish mailing list,
by sending your name and email
address to: to receive a monthly
newsletter with details of services
and other activities and community
events.

Braidwood Uniting Church

On the road

While travelling through country
towns, I have been delighted to ex-
perience the friendship of the peo-
ple and the beauty of the
countryside.

I have seen flowing rivers and
high mountains, wide open spaces
some with spacious areas of agri-
culture, some just covered in the
sparsely growing clumps of mulga
and saltbush, spinifex and cork-
woods. Our country is so very di-
versified, one can be travelling
through mountainous rainforests
west of the coast and the next day
going through the mulga scrubs.
From agricultural areas to wild
bush. “What a wonderful world.”
And within this “WW?” are the
country towns where we shop at
the IGA’s, butchers, bakers and
seek out the Op shops for second
handbooks and that other thing,
whatever it may be, that we see
and can’t live without! We talk to
everyone, and everyone talks to us.
A nod, a smile, a “G’day” and
we’re off on an adventure of this
friendly stranger’s life. It is amaz-
ing how easy it is to strike up a
conversation. Just smile, nod and
listen. It seems so very different
from the hustle, bustle and busy-
ness of the big cities! It is obvious
to understand why we originally
decided to retire in Braidwood.
For us, this town has the essence of
the typical friendly country town.
All the elements of friendship and
love are in the aura around and
over it. Yes, we have our prob-
lems, and a few of the unhappy
types, but how very blessed is our
town where the majority are wel-
coming and friendly. I have not
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died and gone to Heaven, but liv-
ing in as near to Heaven as I can

find. It is this belief that makes
me happy. Maybe this is a mind-
set that we might all try to acquire.
The message of ‘love your neigh-
bour’ that Jesus encouraged for all
of us to follow. God is present
when we say “Howdee” or
“G’day’” to a friend and especially
to a stranger. It all begins with a
smile!

Irene Murtagh

St Bede’s Parish
Dear Community,

The feast of St. Mary of the Cross
(1842-1909) is celebrated on the
8th of August each year.

August is real feast day month,
including the Feast of the Assump-
tion.

Mary MacKillop was born in
Melbourne and worked as a gov-
erness and a teacher to support her
family. The father was somewhat
dysfunctional, certainly financially
incompetent, and so Mary became
the backbone of the family, in more
ways than one. In 1866 she founded
St Joseph’s School, the first free
Catholic school in Australia. At the
time, there was some government
funding for private schools, but
Mary decided against that path, ar-

guing that government funding
would eventually lead to a break-
down of Catholic values and the
taking on of secular values. Her
schools were funded by fees and
generous donors. They aimed to ed-
ucate poor children in rural Aus-
tralia. With Father Julian Tenison
Woods she founded an order of
nuns, the Sisters of St Joseph of the
Sacred Heart. They opened many
schools (one of which schools was
at Araluen) and other charitable in-
stitutions. She was canonized by
Pope Benedict XVI on 17 October
2010: the first Australian saint, the
second in Oceania (St. Peter Chanel
being the first). It was said of her
that she never had to forgive people
because she rarely, if at all, took of-
fence. If only we could say that!
May she intercede before the Lord
for us and our families at this time
of great change,

Find happiness in making others
happy — St. Mary Mackillop

Father Tony

Upcoming Mass’, all are wel-
come

The Feast of the Assumption 15
August 12pm St. Bede’s Church,
join us on this Holy day of obliga-
tion to celebrate Mary, the mother
of Jesus.

Weekend Mass time Spm Satur-
days.

ANTHONY WILLIAM McGRATH

Passed suddenly 6th August 2024 af Braidwood

Will be missed by his sxtendad family and many friands

5t Andrews Anglican Church, Elinglon St, Braidwood

7 R] SIDNEY CRAIG

T
r g
'< 7 FUNERAL DIRECTORS

‘DOONIE’

Much loved son of Alan & Joan (both dec)
Adored brother & brother-in-law of
Roger {dec), Denis, Geoff & Marilyn

Aged 64 Years
‘Gone Too Soon'

Doonie's lamily and friends are inviled
to attend his Funeral Serviee commensing at
12pm. Monday 19th August 2024 at

Interment will follow at Braidwood Cemetery




BRAIDWOOD'’S CHANGING TIMES

NEWS WITH NO EXCUSE

Fossil fuel industry propaganda
blamed as record heat

scorches planet

By Jessica Corbett (republished from Common Dreams)

“We need to tackle the root cause
and get serious about reducing
record levels of greenhouse gas
emissions,” said the head of the
World Meteorological Organisa-
tion.

As scientists around the world re-
leased new data about recent
record-smashing heat, one United
Nations adviser placed blame for
the lack of ambitious climate action
on the fossil fuel industry’s decades
long disinformation efforts.

“There is this prevailing narra-
tive—and a lot of it is being pushed
by the fossil fuel industry and their
enablers—that climate action is too
difficult, it’s too expensive,” Selwin
Hart, a special adviser to the U.N.
Secretary-General Anténio Guter-
res and assistant secretary-general
of the Climate Action Team,
told The Guardian’s Fiona Harvey.

“It is absolutely critical that lead-
ers, and all of us, push back and ex-
plain to people the value of climate
action, but also the consequences of
climate inaction,” said Hart, former
executive director of the Caribbean
at the Inter-American Development
Bank and Barbados’ ambassador to
the United States and the Organisa-
tion of American States.

From June 2023 to June 2024,
each month was the hottest on
record, according to C3S. Samantha
Burgess, the agency’s deputy direc-
tor, noted that now, “the streak of
record-breaking months has come
to an end, but only by a whisker.”

“Globally, July 2024 was almost
as warm as July 2023, the hottest
month on record,” Burgess stressed.
“July 2024 saw the two hottest days
on record. The overall context
hasn’t changed, our climate contin-
ues to warm. The devastating ef-
fects of climate change started well
before 2023 and will continue until
global greenhouse gas emissions
reach net-zero.”

The U.N.’s World Meteorological
Organisation (WMO) said Thurs-
day that the new C3S data “under-
lines the urgency of the Call to
Action on Extreme Heat” issued by
Guterres last month, shortly after
July 22 became the hottest day ever
recorded.

“Widespread, intense, and ex-
tended heatwaves have hit every
continent in the past
year,” said WMO Secretary-Gen-
eral Celeste Saulo in a statement.
“At least 10 countries have
recorded daily temperatures of
more than 50°C in more than one
location. This is becoming too hot
to handle.”

Saulo highlighted that “Death
Valley in California registered a
record average monthly tempera-
ture of 42.5°C (108.5°F)—possibly
a new record observed for any-
where in the world. Even the re-
mote frozen ice sheets of Antarctica
have been feeling the heat.”

“The WMO community is com-
mitted to responding to the U.N.
secretary-general’s Call to Action
with better heat-health early warn-
ings and action plans,” she pledged.
“Recent estimates produced by
WMO and the World Health Organ-
ization indicate that the global
scale-up of heat-health warning
systems for 57 countries alone has
the potential to save an estimated
98,000 lives per year. This is one of
the priorities of the Early Warnings
for All initiative.”

NOAA’s top takeaways were:
The average temperature of the
contiguous U.S. in July was
75.7°F, 2.1°F above average, rank-
ing 11th warmest in the 130-year
record.

The Park Fire is the fourth-largest
wildfire in California history as of
August 6; beginning on July 24, it
burned approximately 401,000
acres and destroyed over 560
structures.

On July 15, a derecho that
spawned 32 tornadoes broke the
Chicago-area record for most tor-
nadoes in a day.

On July 1, Beryl became the earli-
est Category 5 hurricane and the
second Category 5 on record dur-
ing the month of July in the At-
lantic Ocean.

Alaska had its wettest July on
record.

Four new billion-dollar weather
and climate disasters were con-
firmed in July.
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“I wandered lonely as a cloud ...”
— so peaceful under the fluffy
topdrop. It’s sobering to discover

G O L F N E WS : that ‘The Cloud’, that thing that
; Wy L S e - o 9 =

l‘ l‘ﬂ” Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and SEEING STARS

holds everything from our baby
pics through to our life savings, is
not actually fluffy at all. Rather, it
is really heavy, man. It’s a collec-
tion of nondescript bunkers all
over the place filled with so much
computing machinery that pro-
viding enough electricity and
water is becoming a problem. The
water needed to cool the proces-
sors is becoming a real issue in
places where people need water.

Pushingafinalmeltdown

Moscow and Kyiv have accused
each other of starting a fire on the
grounds of Europe’s largest and
now Russian-occupied Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear power plant in
Ukraine. Both sides reported no
sign of elevated radiation. (Yet) So
there’s another nuclear risk.
Clowns like Putin can threaten to
blow up a rival’s nuclear power
station which of course makes all
the safeguards useless. There’s no
blackmail leverage in threatening
to blow up a wind turbine.

UploadingapAlnfulfuture

When the spotty schoolboys who
rule the playground grow into
spotty men who wish to own ma-
chines that will run the world, the
thing they need most is informa-
tion. Who is everybody else,
what do they most want and how
y ; : can we make a killing selling it to
/% , " _ them? That’s what Al is all about.
— ' " . It's the spotty boys working out
ways to quantify and codify every
part our lives. It might have taken
a while to garner the data of who
everyone is, what they look like,
when they were born and so on,
but for the pernicious social
media. What a hoot of an idea
that was. Make it free and seem
like fun to voluntarily upload
everything — with hardly a whis-
per about invasion of privacy.
The spotty boys now are in con-
trol of the data sets and they have
contests behind the gym to see
whose datum is the biggest. Al
does not care one way or the
other who wins this battle for the
future but the spotty boys do.

“The Women’s Pennants Team at lunch on Sunday.

The golf club has had a celebratory ~ Michael Tillman Ryan 31 c/b
week. Firstly celebrating the 90th Birdies Men: 3

birthday of club stalwart, Don Handicap Changes: Don Burke
Burke. down 1 to37, Peter Bacon down 1

Golfers celebrated with Don 1023
with dinner at the club after the Women’s Single Stableford — V
game on Saturday — which, in a & M Trophy. We thank Wendy &
stroke of serendipity, Don won. Anthony for their continued spon-

The second celebration was the — sorship.
slightly belated celebration for the Winner: Donna Kuhn 40 pts
women’s winning Pennants team. Runner Up: Margy Gardner 36
Our women won the CSGA pts
Bronze Shield for the second con- NTP 2nd to 6th: Margy Gardner
secutive year and celebrated at Ball Comp: Carmen Byrne
lunch at Troopers’ Rest on Sunday. Birdies: 1 Pars: 2

RESULTS: Saturday August 10- Handicap Changes: Donna Kuhn
Men’s Single Stableford- Tom  down 1 to 30, Carmen Byrne out 1
Duffy Trophy with thanks to Tom to 36,
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Winner: Don Burke 37 pts Coming Events cake at the club on Saturday.
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