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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
We: 7° 13° 95%
Th: 5° 11° 50%
Fr: 5° 15° 10%
Sat: 3° 18° 20%
Sun: 8° 17° 50%
Mon 5° 16° 20%

MPS OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Story on page 3

IN THIS ISSUE: n Govt needs young people
n Planting the good wood
n Regional real estate
n Fathers Day photographs

n New BCS nursery space
n Yet more bushfire grants
n More support for Lions
n Aged care update

n Conspiracy theories
n McBain gets to parliament
n Another Summerfielder

Braidwood Community Bank
celebrates coming of age

Last Sunday, the 6th of Septem-
ber, the Braidwood Community
Bank achieved 18 years of provid-
ing banking and financial service
to the Braidwood and district
community. 

Current board members, retired
board members, staff and customers
celebrated the event with cake and
a few speeches. 

The full story regarding the jour-
ney of the Braidwood Community
Bank will feature in the next edition
of Braidwood’s Changing Times.

New steps for Bombay
Following the devastation result-
ing from the recent fires, Bombay
Reserve has had a make-over.

Water NSW has worked with
local groups to reopen one of Braid-
wood’s favourite swimming spots
in time for warmer weather. Local
contractor Steven Waters fencing
has replaced the steps and the re-
serve is looking great. Thanks to
Richard Jolley for the photograph.

Rhyll Tozer, Treasurer of Palerang Financial Services accepts a piece of birthday cake from Helen Farley.

BRAIDWOOD’S



Although she’s been actively
working in the electorate since
mid-July following her election,
new member for Eden-Monaro,
Kristy McBain, was officially
sworn-in as the newest member of
the federal parliament on August
25. She gave her maiden speech
to the parliament last week.

Ms McBain’s is the first maiden
speech to be delivered under the
parliament’s new COVID-19 rules,
which meant that, while her family
was able to be present in the public
gallery, there was not the large
group of supporters and friends that
is usual for the maiden speech mile-
stone. 

Also missing was the round of
handshakes and hugs from parlia-
mentary colleagues that typically
follow the delivery of a maiden
speech, although at the conclusion
of the speech the parliament gave
her a round of applause and Oppo-
sition Leader, Anthony Albanese,
said that the ALP gave her a “giant
virtual hug.”

She began by thanking the people
of Eden-Monaro for electing her as
their representative and stating her
determination to “make a difference
to the lives of the people I now rep-
resent … There is much to do, and
I will work with anyone willing to
ensure the best for the people of
Eden-Monaro.” She also paid trib-
ute to her predecessor, Dr Mike
Kelly, who retired due to ill health
early in the year.

Ms McBain singled out bushfire
recovery as one of her priorities for
the electorate, noting that the “hor-
rors of those days throughout De-
cember, January and February —

Conspiracy theories. They’re
everywhere. The moon landing
was fake; Elvis Presley faked his
death; the Bush family, Margaret
Thatcher and the British royal
family are shape-shifting alien
reptiles; and Harold Holt was
picked up by a Chinese mini-sub-
marine and lived happily ever
after in Switzerland*.

The latest one, which has been
given the name QAnon, is way
more dangerous than a shape-shift-
ing reptilian queen and reads like a
very bad B-grade Hollywood horror
movie. 

Ambitious Hollywood director:
“Okay, it goes like this. An evil
cabal of child-eating Satanists led
by Tom Hanks and Hillary Clinton
is secretly controlling the world and
Donald Trump is the God-ap-
pointed saviour who is going to de-
feat the cabal and there will be
peace and love.”

Hollywood producer frowns,
looks over the top of her glasses
and says, “Next!”

Seriously though, that story is out
there and how do we know about it?
Because an anonymous person or
group of people known only by the
code name Q posts cryptic com-
ments on an internet chat board up-
dating his/her/their/its followers on
the movements of the cabal and
also on the Divinely Appointed
One’s campaign to stop the Evil
Ones. QAnon is amassing a ‘patriot
army’ to fight the evil cabal. For his
part, President Trump has not re-
futed any of the claims and has said

days where the sun  didn’t seem to
rise—are still very real and very
fresh in minds ... 

“…In the blink of an eye, our de-
pendence on supply chains located
a long way north, south and west
was exposed. 

Fuel ran out, supermarkets
were empty, stock were

without feed, and power and
communication were
impossible for many. 

Regional infrastructure needs to
be more robust and resilient—our
lives and our livelihoods depend on
it. This is not just about safety. It’s
also about local jobs. We need to
broaden the capacity of regional
communities by investing in key
communication infrastructure, en-
suring our networks are up to
scratch to attract families and pro-
fessionals to the regions.”

Ms McBain, the former mayor of
Bega Shire, said that her decision to
move out of local government and
stand for the federal seat was moti-
vated by her belief that “we need to
do politics differently.” She be-
lieves that the solutions to the prob-
lems we face, as local communities,
electorates and nationally, can only
be achieved through cooperation. 

She called on the Morrison gov-
ernment to listen to the science on
climate change and commit to net
zero emissions by 2050. She also
said that we “need a recovery plan
that will deliver jobs and growth
based on the opportunities that flow
from action on climate change.”

Ms McBain has two electorate
offices: one in Bega and the other
in Queanbeyan at 1/21-25 Monaro
Street.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

McBain finds her feet in
the new job
Robin Tennant-Wood

publicly that QAnon supporters are
‘patriots’. Well, he would, wouldn’t
he? After all, it’s to his benefit.

Conspiracy theories aren’t new,
but the internet has enabled them to
spread at the speed of around
500Mbps, which is way faster than
a letter with a stamp and a bit
slower than word-of-mouth in a
small country town. As a result, the
internet and various social media
platforms are awash with this sort
of rubbish. 
Fortunately, the internet is also
home to a number of reputable

fact-checking sites that use
science and evidence-based
reports to refute or support

any spurious stories that might
emerge from the depths of

cyberspace.
With the US presidential election

looming up ahead, we can expect a
proliferation of QAnon and related
conspiracy garbage to increase over
the next two months. Be selective
in the news sites you read, don’t
share conspiracy memes on social
media (no matter how amusing they
might be) and fact-check anything
that raises a question. There are in-
deed some strange but true things
out there. The trick is separating pe-
culiar truth from dangerous lies.
*  For the benefit of anyone under the
age of about 45, Harold Holt was the
Prime Minister of Australia in 1966-67.
He disappeared in 1967 while swim-
ming at Cheviot Beach in Victoria and
his body was never found. There’s a
swimming pool named after him in
Melbourne.

Psst ... did you hear the
one about ..?



The Braidwood Multipurpose
Service (MPS) commenced oper-
ations on Tuesday 25 August
2020, marking a major milestone
in the redevelopment.

Margaret Bennett, Chief Execu-
tive, Southern Local Health District
said, “The opening of the new
Braidwood MPS is a significant
achievement. I would like to thank
the entire team, including health
service staff, our Community Con-
sultation Committee, residents,
families, carers, the Arts & Heritage
Working Group and the Braidwood
community for their contributions
to date. There is still more work to
do and I look forward to the next
stage in the redevelopment.”
The community is advised:

• The main entrance for the Braid-
wood MPS is: 73 Monkittee St,
Braidwood NSW 2622.

• The phone number for the Braid-

wood MPS is: 02 4842 9000
• In an emergency call: 000

Finishing works will continue
onsite and include demolishing the
old hospital buildings, and con-
structing the new staff accommoda-
tion units, car parking areas, and
landscaping outdoor spaces. When
complete the landscaping will in-
clude walking paths, outdoor visit-
ing areas, and passive and active
recreation spaces.

Many landscaping features of the
new health facility have been de-
signed to provide therapeutic bene-
fits for patients and visitors. Over
the coming months the community
will see these areas, which include
an Aboriginal garden, a resident’s
garden, courtyards and the delivery
of an arts and heritage program start
to take shape.
Once complete the Braidwood

MPS will include:
• Health Services co-located under

one roof
• In-patient rooms designed ac-

cording to latest models of care
• Purpose built facility delivering

therapeutic benefits for patients
and visitors

• 37 residential aged care beds with
activity rooms, lounge and dining
facilities, including acute care

• Emergency Department with ded-
icated ambulance entry

• X-ray services
• Staff accommodation in a safe

and secure purpose-built facility
• Staff and visitor car parking on-

site.
Solar electricity panels have been

installed on the new Braidwood
MPS to assist energy efficiency and
reduce running costs. There is also
20,000 litres of rainwater storage
for reuse as part of the landscaping
irrigation system on site.  The fin-
ishing works remain on track for
completion in early 2021.

The Braidwood MPS is being de-
livered as part of the NSW Govern-
ment’s $304 million Multipurpose
Service (MPS) program to deliver
improved access to health and aged
care services in rural and remote
communities.
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•  Specifically designed, built and sold to over 55s.   •  freehold title of your property
•  no costly entry or exit fees   •  appoint your own real estate agent if you decide to sell

•  100% of capital growth is yours to keep.

MEET THE SUMMERFIELD RESIDENTS
“My name is Barbara
Jane Gilby and I’m a
classical violinist and
artist.
“I love my life here at
Summerfield, the space
and light, the security
and the great location.
“I enjoy the drive to
Canberra because it’s
not too far and then
when I get home I really
appreciate the peace
and quiet of country
living.
“I have a three
bedroom home which
gives me the space for a
study and  a room for
guests to stay.
“Here at Summerfield I
feel you can be as busy
as you want to be. I love
my garden and getting

Barbara Gilby

Talk to Jane on 0400 472 577

outside to chat with my
neighbours who have
become friends.
“I’ll be performing
Shubert’s ‘String
Quintet in C Major’ with

the Canberra Strings on
13 September at the
Wesley Music Centre if
you’d like to hear me
play. You’ll need to
book so go on line.

Braidwood Multipurpose Service up and running
Southern NSW Local Health District

New nursery
and horticultural
space for BCS
Braidwood Central School 
Last week marked another signif-
icant step for our school with the
official beginning of the new
nursery and horticultural learning
space building project.

The new space will be built in the
schools agricultural plot (in McKel-
lar Street) and will include learn-
ing/teaching areas as well as
nursery and glasshouse spaces.
When completed the facility will
allow the school to enhance and
further expand the agricultural and
horticultural programs.  This proj-
ect is possible because of the
 generosity of the Braidwood Com -
munity Bank, who with the Braid-
wood Central School P&C, have
provided a significant grant to help
the school fund the project.

Thank you to all those who as-
sisted in getting this grant processed
and finalised. 



Thank you Robin Tennant-Wood
(and team) for a very readable
publication.

I’m writing to draw attention to
the proposed demolition of Nar-
bethong House which is imminent.
It is my understanding that many
local citizens feel distressed and
rather broken-hearted about this
demolition decision.

Narbethong House was opened
in 1992 to provide aged care serv-
ices based on a hostel ‘partial sup-
port’ model. It was built to serve the
needs of alert competent and largely
capable older people who required
some assistance to live comfortably
and well; while maintaining their
personal autonomy, mobility and
social links to their Braidwood (and
region) community. 

The Narbethong residents were
moved in late August to the new
aged care unit in the new hospital
building. This leaves the building
cleared, empty and ready for the
planned demolition. Narbethong
House is described by residents,
staff, and many community mem-
bers as a well-designed and com-
fortable building; warm, light,
bright, convenient and very live-
able.

The land for Narbethong house
was donated in good faith by the
local MacKay family. They would
have quite reasonably assumed that
the building would be retained (and
well maintained) as a community
resource for many years; and a ma-
jority of local citizens do not agree
with the plan to demolish this at-
tractive 28 years young building.
The site plan is for a smaller 4 bed
staff sleep-over facility for hospital
staff and visiting medical officers,
however most of the Narbethong
site will become a car park.

These NSW Health Department

planning decisions all occurred be-
fore our devastating and unprece-
dented fires; followed by the
current corona virus pandemic
which continues as a nationwide
emergency. 

Where will the hospital manage-
ment accommodate their staff when
they need to self-isolate due to a
Covid19 contact? 

More worryingly, where will
Covid19 infected staff (or infected
local citizens) quarantine when they
are unable to return to their infec-
tion free households? 

Surely the 16 bed independent
living units at Narbethong House
provide a more appropriate and
flexible accommodation option and
community housing resource until
this Covid19 emergency is re-
solved.

Many thanks for your kind atten-
tion

Jennifer Webb-Gordon, B.A.
Health Promotion

Durran Durra

Editor’s note: In addition to
COVID quarantine accommoda-
tion, last summer’s fires highlighted
a lack of emergency accommoda-
tion in Braidwood when people
need to evacuate to town from the
surrounding district. The Nar-
bethong facility would appear to be
ideal for this purpose.

* * *
Dear Changing Times,��thank
you for ‘Erratum: Dhurga lan-
guage’ in your last issue. 

And for reporting on the local
Dhurga language classes here in
Braidwood in the issue before
that.��gurngamba (sorry) to point
out two errors of spelling in your er-
ratum, quite possibly due to a spell
check ignorant of our local lingo.
djamaga bumalaga (not bulalaga)
and djamaga (not dhamaga) yirib-
ini.��

One has to be very careful. In
typing this now the default kept
going to “damage” for “djamaga” -
and djamaga means good!��On
the other hand my clever iPhone
now recognises a few of the Dhurga
words I am using and predicts and
spells them correctly. Smart alec is
quicker than I am to learn a new
language.

Julia Green
Braidwood
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Braidwood Dojo
Aikido dojo will be resuming

training soon.

0438 648 468

Sophie and I had scheduled the
4th Machine Show for March this
year but the bushfires upset that
timing.

We had decided to run the event
as a fundraiser for the local RFS
crews, but unfortunately it wasn’t to
be.

Instead we ran a T-shirt/poster
fundraiser. T-shirts went all over
Australia and overseas as far away
as Canada and England. The amaz-
ing graphics were donated by a
friend of ours, Jed De Pyper, from
Sydney.

We recently gave a donation to
the Majors Creek crew and last
week it was Mongarlowe’s turn.
Having just attended a cultural
burning weekend with some of

the Mongarlowe team, they
suggested the big Stihl leaf

blower, used for cleaning up
containment lines would be an

ideal donation.
Richard Walker helped out with

a great trade discount on the pur-
chase price so big thanks to him
too.

We all hope that this year the
crews will have an easier time
through summer as the 2019-2020
season certainly took its toll on
everyone.

The Machine Show was sched-
uled for September but of course
was cancelled due to the dreaded
Covid. We will look at things come
January and hopefully we will be
back with the event sometime in
2021.

T-shirt and poster fundraiser
Matt Darwon tells the story

Jed De Pyper’s stunning artwork.

Sophie Lee and Matt Darwon handing the new blower to Angelo Rossi from the
Mongarlowe Bush Fire Brigade.



During 2019/2020 Braidwood
Lions Club fund raising efforts
generated just under $10,000.

Considering the extremely diffi-
cult circumstances that the commu-
nity has faced since the devastating
summer fires this is an outstanding
community response.

While Braidwood Lions does
support some broader national pro-
grams, like cancer research, hearing
dogs and eye health initiatives, the
vast majority of funds raised gets

distributed back to needy causes in
our local community. 

Key recipients in the past twelve
months have included: Braidwood
Pre-school, St Bede’s Primary
School, Braidwood Central School,
Braidwood & District Education
Foundation, St Vincent de Paul So-
ciety and Braidwood Life Centre.

Braidwood Lions Club members
would like to warmly thank the
community for your ready and
 generous support.
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Fiona Noye, Director of  Braidwood Pre-school accepting a $1,000 cheque to
support their activities this year from Lions John Thomas and Terry Baumann.

Community support
from Braidwood Lions
Laurie Ffrench

The New South Wales govern-
ment is calling for applications
from young people, aged 12-24, to
be part of the Regional Youth Task-
force.

The Taskforce connects young
people from regional NSW with
their community and engages them
on issues including getting a job,
mental health and public transport. 

The Regional Youth Taskforce is
part of the Office for Regional
Youth, which sits within the De-
partment of Regional NSW and
provides a coordinated and strategic
approach to respond to regional
youth issues.

To ensure a meaningful approach
and direction, the Office for Re-
gional Youth listens to advice and
insights of regional young people,
parents, employers and youth work-
ers.

If you want to help make a differ-
ence for young people living and
working in regional NSW you are
encouraged to apply to become a
member of the second NSW Gov-
ernment Regional Youth Taskforce.

Up to eighteen members who re-
flect the diversity of young people
in regional NSW will be selected. 
Eligibility

We would love to see applica-
tions from young people who are:
• aged 12-24
• live in regional NSW (defined as

Local Government Areas outside
of Sydney, Newcastle or Wollon-
gong).
If you have any questions regard-

ing your eligibility to be on the Re-
gional Youth Taskforce, please
contact the Office for Regional
Youth on 1300 473 688  or region-
alyouth@dpc.nsw.gov.au.
Application process

Applications open on Thursday
3 September and close at 11:59pm
on Sunday 18 October 2020. 

As part of  answering the ques-

Goodwin has been attending the
Braidwood Medical Practice
every Thursday for the past 18
months to promote their services
(pre-COVID).

Since the onset of COVID-19,
the service has had to cease these
visits due to reducing risk of cross
infection. Goodwin will continue to
actively market their services in the
region, however.

Goodwin has held many events
throughout the Braidwood commu-
nity during this time to promote the
home care services.

Following an ‘Aged Care Assess-
ment’ people assessed as needing
assistance under a Home Care
Package (HCP) go on to a national
waiting list.  This national waitlist
has around 118,000 people waiting
for a package of care to become
available. For low care packages,
there is at least a 3 to 6 month wait.
For high care packages, there is a
12 to 18 month wait.

Goodwin do not have any Com-
monwealth Home Support Program

(CHSP) packages within the Braid-
wood area — the last funding round
was 2017. CHSP is a low-level sup-
port care program that can be deliv-
ered every week or fortnight with
everyday tasks or activities, or a
short burst of care for an immediate
need.

An assessment is taken by a
member from the Regional Assess-
ment Service (RAS) via the My
Aged Care platform: myaged
care.gov.au

Goodwin can offer services when
people receive their Home Care
Packages (HCP).  HCP are for peo-
ple who need more regular help, or
higher levels of support.

Goodwin try to employ staff
from around the Braidwood region
but it is difficult to plan due to not
knowing how many people in that
region will be receiving a HCP or
when they will get it, or who they
will choose as a service provider.

Goodwin does have a ‘fee for
service’ offering but this has been
low on the uptake.

tions in the application form, we in-
vite you to share a short video to tell
us about yourself and some of your
experiences. In the video, tell or
show us what you think are the
three most important issues impact-
ing young people in your part of re-
gional NSW, and give your pitch
about what can be done to address
one of these issues. 

The Office for Regional Youth
will review all applications and pro-
vide a recommended shortlist to the
Minister for Regional Youth, Hon.
Bronnie Taylor MLC. Minster Tay-
lor will appoint and announce the
final Taskforce members before the
end of the year.
Role of the Taskforce 

As a member of the Regional
Youth Taskforce you will advise the
Minister on issues that affect young
people living in regional NSW. 

The Taskforce will allow you to
have your say on ways Government
can improve outcomes for young
people in regional NSW and better
deliver services.

Over the course of the year the
Regional Youth Taskforce will
focus on the pillars of the Regional
Youth Framework. These are:
Wellbeing, Connectivity, Work
Ready and Community. Through-
out the year members will be con-
sulted and invited to contribute to
various government policies. 
About the Taskforce 

The second Regional Youth Task-
force will be appointed from Janu-
ary 2021 until 31 December 2021.
Over this period the Taskforce will
have four meetings with Minister
Taylor in various locations around
NSW, either online or in person. 

Members will have their trans-
port, food and accommodation
costs covered. Meetings will be
scheduled to take place on week-
ends or in school holidays.

YOUNG PEOPLE
The government needs you

Aged care update
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This week is the CWA’s annual
Awareness Week (6-13 Septem-
ber) and this year the organisation
is calling for domestic violence to
be recognised as a ‘national emer-
gency’. 

This week members of the Braid-
wood Branch of the CWA will be
wearing white ribbons at their
meeting to show their support for
the work being done by White Rib-
bon Australia to address the issue of
domestic violence.

“White Ribbon Australia recog-
nises individual communities are
best placed to identify just what
they need to help address the issue
in their own neighbourhoods, so is
urging communities to consider
forming their own community ac-
tion groups,” said Stephanie Stan-
hope, NSW State President of the
CWA. “This Awareness Week
we’re sending the message that we
can all help make a difference if we
stand together and make the safety
of everyone in our community our
top priority.”

The statistics on domestic vio-
lence are horrifying:
• One woman is killed every nine

days and one man is killed every
29 days in a domestic violence-
related situation;

• One in six women and one in 16
men in Australia have experi-
enced physical or sexual violence
from a current or previous cohab-
iting partner;

• Indigenous women are 32 times
more likely to be hospitalised due
to family violence than non-in-
digenous women;

• Domestic and family violence is

CWA shines light on
a hidden problem
Robin Tennant-Wood

the leading cause of homelessness
for women and their children;

• Women in regional, rural and re-
mote areas are more likely than
women in urban areas to experi-
ence domestic and family vio-
lence, and those who do seek help
can find difficulty in accessing
services due to geographical iso-
lation (services/emergency ac-
commodation may be hundreds
of kilometres away) and lack of
transportation options.

Ms Stanhope, said the
organisation wanted to

highlight the urgency around
more action on the issue in an

effort to turn around the
confronting statistics. 

“Figures like these are not ac-
ceptable in our communities and we
are calling for more initiatives,
strategies and resources to go to-
wards addressing the issue, partic-
ularly in rural and regional areas.
We also want to encourage women
who are living with violence to
reach out for assistance, because
there are services there to help and
communities who will stand behind
them. The message from communi-
ties must be that victims are not
alone and will not be judged, but
rather listened to and supported,”
she said.

Braidwood Branch secretary,
Margaret Shea, said that while the
local branch has never really done
anything in the past for CWA
Awareness Week, the issue of do-
mestic violence is largely a hidden
problem in small country towns and
addressing it is vital.

The second round of the COOR-
DINAIRE Bushfire Recovery
community grants are open for
five weeks from Monday 31 Au-
gust to Monday 5 October 2020. 

These grants are for not-for-profit
community organisations, and all
grant activities are expected to be
community led and driven. 

COORDINAIRE is particularly
encouraging applicants to address
identified priorities, namely: 
• Engaging with under-serviced

bushfire-impacted communities
and higher needs population
groups, including isolated people
and communities; 

• Equipping community members
with skills to look out for each
other and support distressed
friends, family and peers to seek
professional assistance to address
trauma, where indicated; and 

• Promoting referral links or col-
laboration with local councils,
other community organisations,
bushfire recovery groups, and
health care and social services (as
appropriate).  
To be eligible, grant activities

must comply with government
COVID-19 requirements and re-
strictions relating to public gather-
ings, and be ready to start from late
2020. 

Also now open are the 
Supporting Local Communities –
Psychosocial Grants

COORDINARE – South Eastern
NSW PHN is inviting applications
from local community groups and
organisations seeking grant funding
to increase community participa-
tion, social connectedness, inclu-
sion and cohesion for people with
mental health conditions.

The funding body is looking for
applications that increase the capac-
ity and/or literacy around services
and supports for people with com-
plex mental health conditions. This
might be to train facilitators, ex-
pand training or provide or expand
specialised supports — or a fabu-
lous new idea!

Applications are welcomed from
people looking to deliver or expand
an activity or service, or who may
be able to provide training in facil-
itating mental health groups and
services in our local region. Grants
between $5,000 and $30,000 are
available and applications must be
received on or before 21st Septem-
ber 2020.

Links to all relevant documenta-
tion are available on the COORDI-
NAIRE website at: https://www.co
ordinare.org.au/slcgrants

Bushfire recovery
Grants and funding now open

CWA Braidwood branch was
proud to contribute to funds raised
for Sleepbus Canberra, providing
overnight crisis accommodation
for women and children in Can-
berra and the surrounding regions. 

The bus is fully customized with
up to 20 beds, each with their own
television, USB charging points,
radio and access to toilets. The TV
provides free to air channels and
also runs a dedicated station with
homeless and crisis services in the
area informing people where to get

Braidwood CWA supporting
crisis accommodation

breakfast, clothes or support serv-
ices.

Sleepbus has partnered with
Ecosa, Protect-a-Bed and Tontine to
have the Bus fully fitted out and
ready to use. 

With restrictions in place due to
the current Covid 19 pandemic
Sleepbus production has been con-
siderably slowed due to the produc-
tion facility being located in
Victoria. 

Progress can be followed by vis-
iting www.sleepbus.org
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Majors Creek $754,000
161 Majors Creek Road
You too can be King of the Castle -
Castle Douglas is a commanding
home on 2.4 hectares (just under 6
acres) overlooking Braidwood
township. The four bedroom ensuite
home has been built to take
advantage of the northerly aspect

Majors Creek $620,000
22 Hill St 
A large home on a large block.
Located in the family friendly village
of Majors Creek on a 3624m2 block
this 4 bedroom ensuite home is
spacious and light filled with space to
spare. Extensive use of bamboo
flooring throughout the living areas
makes it easy care, the centrally
located kitchen overlooks the living
area towards the rear of the home to
the rumpus room. This is a home
where memories will be made in, with
large undercover alfresco area and
sparkling in ground solar heated pool.
Reverse cycle air.con. and
combustion fire place keep the home
cosy no matter what the season.

Belle Property Braidwood
78 Wallace Street, Braidwood NSW 
Office  02 4842 1029
Mobile  0466 632 696

REGIONAL REAL ESTATE AT A GLANCEREGIONAL REAL ESTATE AT A GLANCE

Contact Reg O’Connell at Nutrien Harcourts on 0402 833 344.

Wanted To Buy
Bush block for family retreat to protect biodiversity

and habitat value. 
Prospective owner is employed in the field of bushland

conservation and land management.

Desired features: 
• some water on the land, creek, river or dam
• minimal or no clearing  • 10 acres or more

• good biodiversity

It would be a plus to have:
shed, cabin or concrete slab and services into block:
phone line, water, sewer, power, good access, vistas.

0402 053 844 or vickielee5361@gmail.com

belleproperty.com/braidwood

Hereford Hall $175,000
10 hectares of mostly open country in
the Hereford Hall area. This property
gently slopes to the north with a great
aspect. Fully fenced with two dams ,
one spring fed. Ideal weekend block
or a building entitlement allows a full
time residence (STCA). Direct access
off Hereford Hall Road approximately
51 kilometres to Braidwood or 93
kilometres to Queanbeyan.

Braidwood $925,000
80 Araluen Road
Tucked away off Araluen Road with
northerly views over Braidwood and
surrounding countryside the home is
designed to take advantage of its
elevation and aspect yet enjoys the
privacy of a much larger property.
An as new 4 bedroom ensuite home
on 6 Hectares (14.8 acres) of grazing
with the permanent Flood Creek
flowing through the property.
The main bedroom with ensuite and
walk in robe is located at the end of
the home separate from the other
bedrooms linked by the living areas
and central kitchen. A veranda with a
large alfresco area runs the length of
the home with easy access from
lounge, dining and kitchen,
essentially flowing indoors to out.
Reverse cycle split system and a
large wood heater keep the home
comfortable throughout the seasons.
A huge 12m x 12m high bay shed is
big enough to house the largest of
machines and then some.

allowing the sun to stream in all along
the living area. Recent additions of
sun rooms both front and rear provide
expansive areas for entertaining or
taking in the far reaching rural views.
The orientation and solar panels help
keep the energy costs to a minimum.
This is a home that would ideally suit
an older couple wanting a larger,
grand garden or for the horse lover
being able to keep the horses just
over the back fence, alternatively for
the larger family looking for multiple
living zones. Inspections are through
the exclusive agents.

Durran Durra $625,000
1193 Euradux Road
Located in Durran Durra this 100
acres approx. block is mostly cleared
with a few scattered large gums and
elms and a light bush cluster at the
back of the block, with two dams, one
is spring fed. Includes building
entitlement, building envelop, phone
line at the road, good mobile and
internet reception, the property
requires solar as there is no mains
power close by. 

Braidwood $689,000
8a Mckellar Street,
Situated on a garden block this home
features open plan living with Nectre
fireplace, soaring ceilings with full-
length doubleglazed windows and
gourmet galley style kitchen with
pantry. The sun-drenched open living
room with polished concrete floors
opens out onto a large entertainer's
deck overlooking the established
garden, veggie patch and
meandering pebble path which leads
down to Monkittee Creek.

Braidwood $450,000
2 Coronation Avenue
A renovated cottage located on an
easily maintained 555m2 block, close
to the local golf course and bowling
greens, with a lovely northerly outlook
to the paddocks beyond.
All the character of a home from this
era with high ceilings, open fireplace,
chandelier, and polished timber
flooring, but with all the conveniences
of the modern home of today.
Single carport with lock up storage
area.
Affordable character homes in this
condition rarely come on the market.

Majors Creek $690,000
2 Seymour Street, 
Loved by locals and tourists alike, this
quaint country pub has much to offer
the savvy publican or those with a
hospitality background looking to live
and work in this ‘little but big’ country
town. This beauty has a big future in
the right hands. Offering several
financial streams including on site
accommodation in multiple dwellings,
the local Post Office service, pub
meals and bar sales.

Braidwood $650,000
110 Duncan Street 
The house features wide front porch
and beautiful entrance hall, cosy
lounge room with pot belly fireplace
and mantle. The kitchen is modern
and offers plenty of storage space.
There is a study and upstairs loft style
room. 
Other features include DA approved
plans to extend the back of the home,
featuring north facing living/ dining
room. Covered north facing entertain -
ment area overlooking the garden,
fruit trees and chook pen.
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Jingera $1,200,000
812 Wild Cattle Flat Road 
This picturesque mountain location
offers a high country retreat with the
potential of a sustainable Eco-friendly
lifestyle within a commutable distance
to Queanbeyan and Canberra.  Great
infrastructure is in place that can be
improved to create the self-sufficient
lifestyle that you have always
wanted. 300 acres with 60 arable
acres and the balance old growth
forest.Three natural mountain spring
fed dams, one spring literally bubbling
out of the ground, offering abundant
water year round.

Durran Durra $395,000
49 Durran Durra Place
Are you currently looking for an eco-
friendly bush block with potential to
create your own self-sustainable
lifestyle, within a 10 minutes drive to
Braidwood, then this fully fenced 117
acre bush block is a must to inspect.
The property is covered with old-
growth native timbers and has a few
natural clearings creating potential
home sites subject to council
approval.

Araluen $330,000
30 Naughtons Close, 
Nestled in the Araluen Valley at the
foot of the mountains is this 9 acre
vacant block of land. The block has
approximately 2 acres of bush with
the balance being cleared land and is
Zoned E4 with building entitlement.
Enjoy this elevated position with
valley and escarpment outlooks as
you plan the design of your new
home (subject to council approval).
Power and phone available at the
front boundary, Telstra mobile
coverage and satellite TV coverage to
the valley.

Araluen $480,000
22 Salvia Lane 
2 Storey 3 Bedroom family home on 1
acre located in a quiet location on a
no through road. Situated
approximately 25km from the historic
town of Braidwood, 60km to Moruya
or 85km to the coastal holiday town of
Batemans Bay and 115km to
Canberra. The house was built in
2013 and the current owner has put
their own mark on the property by
installing a back deck and porch,
water filtration system, gas hot water
and established gardens among other
things.

Braidwood $498,000
12 Keder Street 
This picturesque country cottage is a
blank canvas waiting for your
creativity and design flair to create
your own space. Located within easy
walking distance to the main street of
Braidwood and the boutique shops,
bakeries and cafes. On a spacious
885 sqm block with north facing
decking off the rear of the cottage, it’s
the perfect aspect for catching
maximum sunshine.The garden is
also a blank canvas for you to create
your own garden space with both side
and rear access to the backyard.

Braidwood $510,000
21 Malone Street 
Location that doesn’t pop up often!
Privacy, and spacious living only a
two-minute walk from the main street.
This is your chance to secure the
perfect family home right in the heart
of town! The house consists of three
large bedrooms, and two bathrooms.
The main bedrooms ensuite
bathroom creates a wonderful private
space within the home. With a
designated office/media space,
generous enclosed backyard area, as
well as spacious internal living areas,
there will certainly be no shortage of
space in this house.

REGIONAL REAL ESTATE AT A GLANCE

Mitchell Smithers Suzanne Carter
0427 637 257 0473 888 337

Ray White Braidwood
https://raywhitebraidwood.com.au 

Tombarra by the Mongarlowe

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

Re-opened for business with social distancing

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0497 638 631
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe
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Fathers Day 2020
Hannah and Peter Gillespie.

Lloyd and Shanley James.

Annie Clarke and John.

Greg, Lola, Nicholas, Samuel and
Evelyn Paciorek

Tom Alder and Paul Cockram

Lynda Vezgoff, brother Paul and 92yo Joseph.

Ieilani, Matthew and Conall Talbott

Bree, Asha and Sky with Steve Kidd.
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, Asha and Sky with Steve Kidd.

Travis and Steve Thompson. (right) Jim O’Connell,
Melissa Merrifield,
Alison Fielden and

Jack Merrifield
(below) Barbara, Ross

and  MarjorieGilby.

Jacob, Delilah and Archer Kain
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NEWS FROM THE BIG SMOKE

‘NSW not good at building
trains’ angers rail industry
Roger Jowett

When Australia was threatened in WW2 the Chullora railway workshops turned to making Bristol Beaufort bombers.

Incendiary comments by the
NSW Premier about the capacity
of NSW to manufacture passenger
transport vehicles have ignited a
wider debate about the future of
manufacturing in our state. 

A series of transport infrastruc-
ture bungles has occurred in recent
years with the latest embarrassment
being passengers on the top deck of
new Parramatta bound ferries hav-
ing to be cleared because they could

not safely fit under existing bridges.
The privatised Sydney operator had
ordered off the shelf ferries from In-
donesia. The resulting public furore
about the incompetence of the state
government in procuring transport
infrastructure was made worse by
comments from the Premier that
NSW ‘was not good at building
trains’.

These comments sparked a
community debate about local
jobs particularly in job starved

regional areas.

Also of great concern is the fu-
ture of apprenticeships for young
people, cost structures in Australia
and overseas and the subsidies,
 research, investment and deprecia-
tion allowances enjoyed by many
overseas manufacturers because of
active support from their Govern -
ments. 

NSW manufacturing workers
pointed to the lack of forward plan-
ning, ad hoc procurement policies

and the high cost of electricity
prices associated with privatisation
in NSW.

In contrast to NSW the Victorian
Government in 2015 established a
10 year rolling stock strategy for an
industry which employs 10,000
Victorian workers. This enables a
planned and consistent supply of
both trains and trams underpinned
by a commitment that a minimum
of 50% of local content in all rolling
stock orders. Importantly the Victo-
rian Government has designated the
transport technology sector as one
of six priority sectors.

The ferry fiasco is one of a num-
ber transport infrastructure bungles
that has plagued NSW in recent
years. They have included light rail
rolling stock manufactured in Spain
which do not allow interoperability
between systems. 

In addition the next generation of
inter-regional trains built in South
Korea which could not operate on
the Blue mountains line without the
spending of tens of millions of dol-
lars on widening tunnels, altering
platforms and relocating  signalling
infrastructure. 

The widespread adverse commu-
nity reaction to the Premier’s ill-
considered comments has seen the
NSW Government in recent days
attempt to walk back their views by
saying they are ready to work with
other states to develop a plan to fos-
ter local manufacturing. 

The peak rail industry body said,
‘the NSW government procurement
process had helped erode local
manufacturing and called for urgent
action to rebuild the sector while
global supply chains were tested
amid the pandemic’.

Deeds not words are what are ur-
gently required from the NSW
Government.

DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week
Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies
Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

Workers pride in their product is evident as C3806 steams out of Eveleigh Loco
workshops on its trial trip in November, 1945.



Whilst wondering who to write
about this week I received a new
CD in the mail. 

In case readers are wondering,
yes, I do have ‘quite a few’ CDs but
still can’t manage to resist the temp-
tation to buy more. There is always
yet another recording that I just
have to have. The album in question
was released in April of this year
and is titled Ella 100: Live at the
Apollo. The Apollo in Harlem is
well known among fans of jazz as
the venue which gave Ella Fitzger-
ald her start.

Ella was born on April 26, 1917.
So, it was more than fitting that, in
anticipation of the 2017 centennial
of her birth, the singer who would
come to be known as ‘The First
Lady Of Song’ should be feted in
the place that first gave her a shot.
In October 2016 a concert was or-
ganised titled, 100: The Apollo Cel-
ebrates Ella!. It was hosted by Patti
Austin with David Alan Grier, and
featured four of today’s finest fe-
male vocalists Andra Day, Lizz
Wright, Cassandra Wilson and
Monica Mancini (yes, she is Henry
Mancini’s daughter) plus the
Howard University vocal jazz en-
semble Afro Blue and the actor
Kevin Spacey. The album Ella 100:
Live at the Apollo is a live recording
of that night.

As a girl of 17 Ella went to the
Apollo Theatre to enter the amateur
night in 1934. She was going to
dance, not sing. I have seen an in-
terview with Ella in which she men-
tions Earl ‘Snake Hips’ Tucker who
it seems Ella was quite taken with.
However, the act before her were
the Edwards Sisters whose dance
act went over a treat with the audi-
ence. Suddenly Ella decided to sing
instead.
She sang Hoagy Car michael’s

‘Judy’ with such originality
that she brought the house

down, thus launching a
remarkable career.

The album opens with a recre-
ation of a vintage radio broadcast of
that fateful evening and features
Grier with a faithful recreation of
original Apollo Amateur Contest
host Ralph Cooper introducing the
young Ella and her unexpected per-
formance of ‘Judy,’ sung here by
the fabulous 17-year-old vocalist
Ayo (Ayodele Owolabi). With mu-
sical accompaniment provided by

The Legendary Count Basie Or-
chestra, directed by Scotty Barn-
hart, and The Quartet—pianist
Shelly Berg, guitarist Brian Nova,
bassist Nathan East and drummer
Greg Field — the program offered
an evening of music worthy of Ella
herself.

The whole album displays superb
musicianship. Patti Austin delivers
a hard-swinging rendition of Ella’s
1938 hit (and the only song that
Ella wrote, as far as I am aware) ‘A
Tisket, A Tasket’ as well as ‘When
I Get Low I Get High’. I especially
like her rendition of ‘How High
The Moon’ in which Patti scats like
very few singers can. Lizz Wright
smoulders into ‘Love You Madly’
and, like butter, slides into a heart-
felt ‘The Nearness of You’.

Cassandra Wilson’s version of
Arthur Hamilton’s ‘Cry Me A
River” is fabulous, as is Monica
Mancini’s rendition of Michael Ed-
wards’ ‘Once In A While’. The
Count Basie Orchestra is still one of
the greatest orchestras in the world.
Fortunately, I have seen them a
number of times but, unfortunately,
I did not have the opportunity to see
Count Basie himself, one of my
favourite piano players, who died in
1984. On this album the orchestra
is let loose on a swinging rendition
of Frank Foster’s ‘Back In The
Apple’.

So there you have it. I highly rec-
ommend this album. If you like
swinging music, class musician-
ship, singing to take your breath
away and the performance of some
of the greatest songs ever written
then this is for you — almost 80
minutes of pure pleasure.

Endeavour Voyage, an exhibition
currently at the National Museum
of Australia in Canberra, portrays
Captain Cook’s voyage up our
east coast through the experience
of the First Australians.

We live in Yuin country, and Yuin
people were the first to see the
strange craft wallowing past. They
lit signal fires and sent runners to
warn of its coming. A few men in
Botany Bay tried to deter them
from landing. That was brave be-
cause they believed the pale people
to be returning spirits of the dead,
and engaging with them could bring
harm. The stories also offer
glimpses of diverse lifestyles in
abundant environments along these
shores. 

The First Australians of course
have stories from those fateful en-
counters, as they have stories from
the deep past and from the horrors
of White settlement. The stories are
not ‘untold’, as the Museum mis-
takenly says, they are just unheard
by most of us Whitefellas – until
now.

Australians are slowly awaken-
ing to the presence of an ancient
culture in our midst, the most an-
cient living culture in the world.
There are lessons of survival to be
learnt, if we are open to them, les-
sons in how to thrive, how to culti-

vate the local ecosystems, lessons
in a great diversity of resources that
has been sitting under our noses,
unnoticed.

There are lessons also in diplo-
macy, how diverse cultures can live
in mutual tolerance, following elab-
orate protocols developed over mil-
lennia. They did not invade each
other; if they had there would not
have been hundreds of surviving
languages on this continent. Could
we not learn from such wisdom?

The Uluru Statement from the
Heart, issued just three years ago,
invites us settlers to join the First
Peoples and walk together into the
future.

We can do that as a nation, and
we can do it in every locality. 
Braidwood would be the richer

for embracing the extended
history of our region. 

We are learning there is a local
history, with more to be learnt. Our
local museum is well placed to fa-
cilitate the telling of such stories.

Some of those stories will be in-
spiring and some will not be pleas-
ant. The past is not our fault, but we
settlers need to acknowledge it. We
also need to step to one side, to
make space. Then we can be ready
to walk together, and they will see
we are ready.
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MUSIC MATTERS David McClymont Sharing history, sharing
the future
Geoff Davies

Araluen and its district is prepar-
ing a photo and art exhibition:
Last summer: Drought, fire, flood
and recovery. 

The exhibition will be held in the
Araluen Hall, 5989 Araluen Road,
Araluen, commencing Saturday
October 24th and has been sup-
ported by the drought and bushfire
recovery and mental health initia-
tives.

The exhibition will include more
than 750 photos (digital or printed
and mounted), art works and fire-
related memorabilia.  Almost all of
the hard copy photos will be dis-
played along with a caption given
by the photographer providing in-

formation about the context of the
photo. Some of these captions are
quite detailed and graphic and, we
believe, give significant additional
insight into the strength and re-
silience of the Valley community,
along with the emotional responses
to the extreme challenges of that
season. 

In order to meet COVID-19 re-
strictions (no more than 40 people
inside the hall at any one time), the
exhibition will be open at various
times between Saturday October
24th to 30th.

The first special viewing will be
held at 2.00 pm, Saturday 24th Oc-
tober.

Art and recovery in the Valley
Sally Matthews
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A test of intelligence
Part 8 of story that might go on a bit by Paul Cockram

continued next BCT edition ...

Previously: Simon Saviour’s online activities are being investigated by the
security services. When Intel Operative Kylie Integra discovers Saviour
has been set up she alerts her superiors but they’re not interested. Inves-
tigative reporter Jasmin Lui has received a letter suggesting foul play. She
tracks Simon to his hide-out and they agree to spill the beans. Now, out of
the blue, Kylie has been skittled by a car and hospitalised. Reporter Jasmin
stays by her bedside.

BWD
No.23
ON SALE

Jasmin Lui sprang out of her chair
and checked the corridor outside
Kylie Integra’s hospital room.

No one. But did she catch a fleet-
ing glimps of a disappearing figure?
She couldn’t be sure. 

Back at the newspaper office
Plantin Bolder answered the phone.
I’m at Ms Integra’s bedside and I
keep getting the feeling that I’m not
the only one interested in her, said
Jasmin. I’m a bit spooked — I think

someone else is here but if so, they
don’t want to be seen.

Stay there, said Plantin. I’m on
the way over. Jasmin went back to
reading her magazine. Next thing
she knew, a big man slid through
the door and closed it.

Bull Dustman from the ‘Section’
flashed his ID card and said, I need
you to come with me Ms Lui, you
could be in big trouble. Without
waiting for an answer he grabbed

comic Belgian accent as they
headed for the lifts.

*  *  *
Detective Inspector Mervyn Fore -

quarter was in his element. Nothing
made him happier than putting the
screws on hippies. It made up for
the hard time his own children gave
him when he launched into one of
his ‘kids of today’ rants.

Mervyn leered across the inter-
view table at a petrified Brooke
Babbling. We’ve got you lot lock,
stock and barrel. We have the vehi-
cle used in the cowardly hit-and-run
on our colleague, we have your fin-
ger prints inside it and we have one
of your own members prepared to
testify that Ms Integra’s where-
abouts had been passed around.

All you need to tell us is who was
driving the car that day. Brooke
looked from the Inspector to Tom
Tremble. She had no idea what to
say.

Across the corridor in Interview
Room 2, Bull Dustman and Tricky
Surly were having a friendly chat.
You didn’t whack her hard enough
mate, complained Bull. We might
still have a loose end there.

Wait up, said Tricky in alarm.
You said I was to be in the clear for
that. I’m not going down alone.
Chill man, said Bull. You’ve done
your bit. All you need do is give us
a list of names of who could have
been driving your car that day and
we can keep you mostly out of the
frame.

*  *  *
The courtroom was packed. In

the dock row sat Brooke Babbling,
several other members of Wake-Up
and, the biggest surprise of all,
Simon Saviour. They had each been
charged with conspiracy to commit
grievous bodily harm and attempted
murder.

The police had been unable to es-
tablish exactly who was driving the
vehicle but circumstantial evidence
was strong in the cases against all
the accused — except for Simon.
His inclusion in the arrests came as
a surprise to everyone as there was
no evidence at all to link him to the
crime.

Crown prosecutor Miranda Defi-
ant had Tricky Don Surly in the wit-
ness box. Tell us in your own words
how you came to obtain the per-
sonal details of Agent Integra. Sure,
said Tricky. It was him — and he
pointed to one of the accused.

Jasmin by the arm and escorted her
from the room, through the corridor
to the lifts and out to the car park.

I need you to come with me to
answer some questions, said Bull.
Am I being arrested? asked Jasmin
in alarm. Just get in the car and
everything will be okay, said Bull.

This isn’t right and you can’t
abduct me like this. Jasmin tore

free from Bull but stumbled and
fell. The big man moved
quickly to grab her again.

Suddenly Bull was grab -
bed from behind. Just what
the freak do you think you

are doing? Plantin Bolder bel-
lowed.  Police business sir,

replied Bull. Just stay back
if you don’t mind.

I tell you what sun-
shine, said Plantin, land-
ing a wild haymaker on
Bull’s chin, I do mind.
No little scroat is
going to attack one of
my reporters in broad
daylight and get

away with it. Now I
don’t care what Mickey Mouse out-
fit you work for you can get back
there and tell them to lay off.

Bull retreated to his car and Plan-
tin helped Jasmin to her feet. Come
on love, let’s get a cuppa in the hos-
pital café and see if we can make
sense of all this.

*  *  *
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You’re pulling my leg! exploded
Harry Crutch back at ‘The Bunker’.
What else can go wrong? he looked
at Tom Tremble and Bull Dustman.
Bull remained impassive.

It was unfortunate said Tom, but
we’re still on target with part two of
the plan and it doesn’t look like Ms
Integra will be speaking to anyone
for a while. I’ve had Inspector Fore-
quarter bring Ms Babbling and a
few of her Wake-Up ferals in for
questioning. He’s expecting to lay
charges soon.

Well you blokes get over to po-
lice headquarters and keep me
posted, said Harry. Bloody girly-
men whispered Bull to Tom in a
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Following the recent drought and
then the bushfires, the Club re-
alised a need in the community
for an emergency centre with ac-
cess to toilets and bathrooms.

We decided that the best way to
achieve this was by remodelling the
front entrance area.

Bathroom block one, could be re-
configured to be accessible from
the underutilised auditorium, which
has its own external entrance, and
could then function as an evacua-
tion centre.

The users of the auditorium, reg-
ularly for sport and dance and often
including juniors, would benefit
from being well away from the bar
and gaming areas of the club.

The bathrooms located near the
squash courts, bathroom block two,
will now benefit the many sports
people and others in the community
who have limited access to water.
This is a real need made more ap-
parent during recent drought and
bushfires. 

The current bathrooms are well

past their use by date —one section
over forty years old — and have an
inadequate layout that is struggling
to meet today’s safety standards.
The upgrade will provide hygienic,
modern bathroom facilities that
meet safety standards and commu-
nity expectation.

Safety and functionality of the
existing bathrooms are an ongoing
concern and we are unable to be
registered as an evacuation centre
while our facilities are so inade-
quate. 

Our community is growing
quickly, with increased involve-
ment in sport and community activ-
ities.

Upgraded bathroom facilities
will attract new members of all
ages, act as an evacuation centre in
times of emergency and support the
disadvantaged in our community.

Nick Fry from the Bank adds
The Braidwood Servicemens
Club announced last Thursday

night the major improvements/up-
grade to the Men’s and Women’s
toilets and showers located near
the squash courts.

The Braidwood Community
Bank assisted the project with fund-
ing of $100,000. Present at the an-
nouncement were staff and board
member of both the Bank and the
Club along with club members.
Senior Manager of the Bank, Craig
Pettit said, “The Bank realises what
an important and vital asset the
Club is to our community. We have
had a long standing and productive

association with the Club and I am
certain this will continue for many
years”.

Manager of the Servicemens
Club, Michelle Griggs said, “This
is the next stage in our strategic
plan with the Club looking to be the
primary location for disaster relief
in the district. The Club wishes to
thank the Community Bank and the
affiliated groups within our Club
with their assistance to the project
and our members.”

Work is due to commence within
2 weeks and expected to take 6
weeks to complete. 

Loos in the news
Michelle Griggs sat down and wrote this story

Supportive Club members await the presentation.
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lowed to do anything and had the
afternoon off.

Next morning, well before day-
light, we drove out to Brushey Hill
and parked near the poison trail. 

I can remember, as the sky
lightened, I first thought that it
had snowed during the night

— there was white laying over
the ground. 

But when it lightened further I re-
alized that the white was rabbit
tails. Dead rabbits were laying all
along the poison trails.

The men took chalf bags and
started picking up the dead rabbits
and putting them into the bags.
When the bag got too heavy too
carry they would leave them and
get another bag and start filling it
with rabbits.

Tom Allen started skinning the
rabbits they’d collected while Mau-
rice continued collecting more dead
rabbits. After all the dead rabbits
had been collected, Maurice helped
Tom in skinning them. Tom was the
fastest person I have ever seen skin-
ning a rabbit.   After all the rabbits
had been skinned, they put the skins
into chalf bags and the carcases
were piled up against logs. We took
the skins home where the skins
were put on bows to dry. The bows
were U shaped Number 8 plain wire
which stretched the skins. They
took a couple of days to dry. Once
dry, the skins were sold and the
money shared. Somehow I missed
out in this part of the show, but I
was quite happy with my part in the
work.

Maurice Whitfield and Tom
(Smiler ) Allen poisoned rabbits.
This was one way of making
money in those hard times in
Braidwood.

I was about 10 years old when we
went out to near Mona on the flats
near the Chinese gardens and dug
out thistle roots. These were
brought home, washed, cut into
small pieces for bait, and then put
into four-gallon kerosene tins. 

Tom got the poison ready but
made sure Maurice and I left him.
He said he didn’t want anyone to
know what he added to the poison
mixture. He then mixed the poison
with the bait (thistle roots cut
small).

Later in the afternoon we went
out to Brushy Hill to the area that
they were going to poison. One
man had a mattock and walked
along cutting a depression in the
ground some four inches length at
each step. The second man with the
poison thistle baits dropped one in
each of these holes. I wasn’t al-

Poisoning rabbits when
I was about 10 years old
Norman Whitfield

“The right tree, in the right
place, for the right reason.”

What’s the first thing you do
when you arrive in a busy urban
carpark on a hot day? Well for me I
look for a nice shady tree to park
under. Your stock in the paddock do
the same. Let’s look at what make
for a successful tree planting job,
whether you’re planting in the
home garden or putting in a shelter-
belt for stock on the farm. 

Generally for our region the best
time for larger scale paddock plant-
ings are Spring (late September to
early mid-November) and Autumn
(March to mid-May). These two pe-
riods try and avoid the sting of a hot
summer and hopefully dodge those
pesky early winter frosts. 

For the home gardener who’s
prepared to lavish attention on their
plants and keep the water up to
them any time of the year is good,
although the coldest, frostiest
months of June, July and August
can play havoc with young un-
guarded plants. When frosts occur
the plant cells shrink causing dam-
age to the cell walls, ice crystals
form in the cells and literally blow
the cells apart. If the ground around
the plant is so dry that its roots are
unable to take up available water
this double whammy will kill the
young plant.

Good site preparation is the
key to a successful planting

project. I see these as planning,
preparation, planting and

maintenance.
Plan when you’re going to plant,

autumn or spring? Contact your
nursery and order your plants, gen-
erally six to eight months in ad-
vance. This is particularly true if
you’re after specific plants for say
a wood lot for timber production.

Preparation of the area to be
planted is crucial. For larger plant-
ings deep ripping to 400 mm four to
six months prior to planting is ideal.
This is particularly true in heavier
soils as the rip line takes a while to
collapse back into itself and void
any air pockets. Air pockets are
deadly for young plants as their
roots need to grow in soil not air.
Ripping helps shatter heavier, com-
pacted soils and creates small fis-
sures for roots to grow into
increasing soil moisture availabil-

ity. In lighter, sandier soils ripping
is less crucial but makes planting
easier. 

Ripping should always be done
across the contour and not up or
down the slope to avoid soil ero-
sion. Always check before you rip
that there are no underground serv-
ices in the area. This is also true for
above ground services like power-
lines that shouldn’t be planted
under.

Planting can be hard but
satisfying work. Only plant 

the amount of trees that you
feel you can get in over the

time period you have available
so that you are not

overwhelmed by the job. 
Depending on one’s physical

ability, the terrain, and the prepara-
tion work most folk can get in be-
tween 15 and 20 trees/hour, or one
tree every 3 to 4 minutes. See if you
can entice friends over to help with
the offer of a BBQ at lunch time.
Tree planting is good exercise and
a great way of maintain social dis-
tancing!

Speaking of distancing and de-
pending what you’re trying to
achieve, e.g. windbreak, shelterbelt,
enhancement planting for remnant
paddock trees or just to get ecosys-
tem services happening in your
paddock — plant spacing is impor-
tant. Larger trees should be planted
4 to 5 metres apart, whilst smaller
trees and shrubs 3 to 4 m apart. 

Again depending on your pad-
dock design and the purpose of the
planting, spaces between rows of
trees is of the essence. If you’re
planting a windbreak, three rows is
good but five is better! Width is im-
portant to achieve better shelter and
improve the cost effectiveness of

The Good Wood
Richard Stone

STORIES FROM ‘old braidwood’

Richard with seedlings.
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fencing. At least three rows are
needed to create an effective wind-
break or shelterbelt. Allow for a
minimum of 3 m apart to give good
access for follow up maintenance,
leave a minimum of 1.5 m between
the fence and first tree row to re-
duce stock grazing and branch fall
on your fence. 

Trees within rows should be off
set to one another to provide a
denser wind row. Permeable wind-
breaks allow wind through at differ-
ent heights. Wind is filtered through
the windbreak losing speed as it
does. So for a windbreak 6 m high
the benefit to the downwind envi-
ronment is up to 180m. Studies
have shown that close to the wind
break, pasture yield is lowered by
competition from the trees. Further
away production is increased by the
shelter provided. If you need access
through the windbreak for stock the
access lane should be set at 45° to
the prevailing wind to avoid a wind
tunnel effect. For timber-belts, sim-
ilar designs can be used as for shel-
terbelts but species selection and
their management will be different.

As a rough rule of thumb the fol-
lowing are good spacings;

large trees ≥ 10 m, 5 m space
medium trees ≤ 10 m, 4 m space
shrubs and small trees, 2.5 to 3 m

spaces
At the end of the day you will

have invested physically, finan-
cially and mentally in preparing to
plant your trees.

These are my top tips for
successful planting:

4Always buy good quality stock,
suitable for your area and pur-
poses and seek local advice

4Look for good root development
and a healthy canopy – root to
shoot ratio

4Have the site well prepared
4Saturate your trees fully by soak-

ing them in bucket of water for at
least ½ hour prior to planting.
When the air bubbles stop the
plant is fully saturated. It’s OK to
keep the plants in the bucket
whilst planting

4Don’t bury your tree too deep,
nor too shallow – Its OK to cover
the top of the tube with 25 mm (1
inch) of soil

4Plants grow in soil, not air! Make
sure you firm the soil down to get
rid of any air pockets, don’t be
tempted to un-tease over vigor-
ous root systems.

4When watering in don’t apply to
much hose pressure, be gentle
and try to make the dish capable
or water holding reservoir of
holding at least 5 to 10 litres of
water. If there is no follow-up
rain within a fortnight you will
have to do follow up watering

4If using water crystals, pre-mix
them prior to planting and dis-
tribute them evenly around the
base of the plant.

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

COMMUNITY ADS & SERVICES

4Water in as soon as possible after
planting

4Follow up watering as required,
at least two times

4If planting in cold weather
(frosts) or hot, dry summer
weather don’t be afraid to trim
off any soft new red growth at the
growing tips

4Tree guards are a good invest-
ment. The transparent green cor-
flute ones are sturdy, require only
one stake, reduce browsing, pro-
vide a snug micro environment
and can be reused when the
plants get ⅓ higher than the
guard

4Plantings that contain a diverse
mix of tree and shrub species will
assist in attracting beneficial
birds and insects to your property
providing free ecosystem serv-
ices. A good mix of fast growing
species like acacias will provide
shelter for slower growing trees 

4Watch-out for powerlines. Don’t
plant trees near or underneath
power lines and check for under-
ground plumbing, stormwater,
septic trenches lines & telephone
lines.

(www.dialbeforeudig.com.au)
Richard Stone runs Currockbilly

Mountain Nursery and consults on
revegetation projects.

MOWING and SLASHING
Need fire trails restored, seeded?

Erosion control, tree lines ripped

Poly pipes buried up to 50 mm diameter

(our own plough)

Call Dennis for a quote: 0428 487 724

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING
RJ & KA Whiteman

• Light tree work  • Wood chipping
• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire

Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

GREEN GRASS WANTED
FOR HUNGRY WOMBATS
Narrow or wide leafed long enough to be

picked by hand.
We can’t use lawn clippings or weeds.
PHONE BILL: 0411 375 275
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Noel and Trish Butler have
launched their CD of songs and
stories in Dhurga language with a
fun event at the Braidwood Pre-
school. 

The Changing Times caught up
with them at the preschool just as
they finished, with the children hav-
ing not only been able to sing the
songs, but also interpret some of
them in their own dance. The But-
lers are delighted at the response
their music has received.

“I’ve been making up songs for
years, and singing them for kids,”
said Trish. “Then Keith (Potger)
heard us singing in the park at the
last Two Fires Festival and sug-
gested we record them on a CD. We
didn’t know where to start doing
that, but Keith and Elizabeth

(Hawkes) did it all and the result is
great.”

Noel Butler is a Budawang elder
of Yuin nation and qualified
teacher, educator, horticulturalist
and chef. He and Trish have been
running Aboriginal education
courses in language, bush tucker,
art, culture and history at their edu-
cation centre, nura gunya, near Mil-
ton for many years. Unfortunately
the centre was damaged in last sum-
mer’s fires and this, coupled with
the pandemic, has meant the sus-
pension of their usual education
program. However, the CD project
has given them another means of
connecting and educating. 

The children at the preschool cer-
tainly gave Look Learn Sing Dance
an enthusiastic response.

Music in the key of life

Noel and Trish Butler. 

The Grains Research & Develop-
ment Corporation (GRDC) has pro-
vided funding of $5million to the
University of Western Australia to
develop a cutting-edge crop and
weed management research pro-
gram. 

The funding will facilitate the in-
troduction of a five-year program to
research, develop and provide rec-
ommendations to Australian farm-
ers and growers to mitigate growing
herbicide resistance problems. 

Australian Herbicide Resistance
Initiative (AHRI) Director Profes-
sor Hugh Beckie said the research
program would help Australian
grain growers maximise their prof-
itability by reducing the costs in-
volved with managing herbicide
resistant weeds.

“Profitable growers are in an
ideal position to adopt innovative
technologies that help to grow their
farm enterprise,” Professor Beckie
said.

“The program will address key
issues growers face in the manage-
ment of herbicide resistant weed
populations and will focus on de-
laying resistance and informing ef-
fective management strategies and
tactics.”

AGRICULTURE

New research to look
at herbicide resistance

According to Professor Beckie,
the most urgent issue the program
will tackle is the selection and evo-
lution of multiple herbicide resist-
ance in weed populations.

“By identifying the function of
genes involved in resistance and de-
veloping best control strategies, we
can determine the most cost-effec-
tive and robust weed management
programs based on modelling sim-
ulations, controlled environment
studies, and field studies” he said.

Based at UWA’s School of Agri-
culture and Environment, AHRI
will collaborate with researchers at
the University of Adelaide, Charles
Sturt University, the WA Depart-
ment of Primary Industries and
Rural Development, the Queens-
land Department of Agriculture &
Fisheries and the NSW Department
of Primary Industries.

“Research, development, and ex-
tension outcomes from this project
will reduce costs incurred by Aus-
tralian grain growers in managing
herbicide resistant weeds by 20 per
cent through informed, dedicated,
and sustainable integrated weed
management strategies and tactics,”
Professor Beckie said.

COMMUNITY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
OLD ANGLICAN HALL BRAIDWOOD

MONSTER
GARAGE SALE
SATURDAY 12 SEPTEMBER

(THIS SATURDAY)

9 AM – 1 PM

EVERYTHING
MUST GO!
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622

Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.

48422882 or 0419445299

Braidwood Uniting Church
Have you seen our church bell? 

It is nestled within its bell tower
on the corner of Duncan and
Monkittee Streets, and this bell has
quite a history, thus far. It is thought
that the bell was brought out from
England around 1902, to be a fea-
ture of the newly extended shearing
shed at Mona. 

The bell was rung to designate
starting and finishing times for the
shearers.  In 1955 the bell was do-
nated to the church, and it was
heavy work for three men to place
the bell where it now hangs. The
bell rings across Braidwood each
Sunday morning, inviting the resi-
dents to pause and reflect: designat-
ing the start of worship at the
Uniting Church. And the bell rings
across Braidwood Community
Radio on Sunday evenings, desig-
nating a time of reflection for listen-
ers. 

Socrates is credited with the fa-
mous dictum, ‘The unexamined life
is not worth living.’ The church bell
is a call to take a breather, take
stock of life, and invite our God of
hope to participate in life with us. 

May you enjoy the invitation of
the church bells this week. Bless-

ings from Dr Julie Fletcher and the
congregation of Braidwood Uniting
Church. 

Enquiries 4842 2568. Catch us
on Braidwood Community Radio,
Sunday’s at 6pm. Weekly Garage
Sale: Wednesday 9-3, cnr Duncan
and Monkittee Streets. St Bede’s Parish

Mass each Saturday Vigil at
6.00pm. Social distancing, hygiene
requirements and recording atten-
dance procedures will be observed.
Tuesday Mass: 15th September at
10am.  

Meditation: Thursdays at
10.30am in the Presbytery.

Adoration: Everyone is welcome
to Adoration every Friday 9am-10
am as an opportunity for private
prayer in front of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Please feel free to come at
any time during this hour for as
long as you desire. Lighting of can-
dles for special intentions is avail-
able. Entry is up the side ramp
entrance. 

Julian Laffan is looking for old
photos of St Bede’s school and/or
pupils/classes. There is to be a 200
years of Catholic Schooling cele-
bration this year and St. Bede’s is

Anglican Parish of Braidwood
Sometimes the journey through
life can seem arduous, cumber-
some, frustrating and in extreme
cases vexatious. 

When things become compli-
cated by events and sources outside
our immediate control we all need
to readjust, reconnect and find a
way to move forward. Right now
things like border closures, social
distancing, pandemics and isolation
have caused a massive upheaval in
our normal routines, rattling our
cages (as it were), and disturbing
our collective comfort zones, not to
mention the restrictions placed on
interactions and relationships. 

Maybe we don’t even know right
now whether we are heading, north,
south, east or west, or as the AAMI
add says; ‘up ship creek!’ Many
will feel deflated as if our tyres
have been let down or we rock from
one emotion to another without
clear directions from our elected
leaders.

As individuals we often delude
ourselves by thinking that we have
all the answers and can ride out the
storm. Our flimsy coping mecha-
nisms convince us that we can in-
vent new ways and means of
overcoming adversity, or, of engi-
neering a better strategy for meet-
ing our own individual targets. 

In our quest for self-satisfaction
we unfortunately forget that we
have a God who cares for us and
has revealed Himself to us in the
person of Jesus Christ. We have a
God who desires to live in relation-
ship with us but many simply turn
their back on that grace, generosity
and mercy. 

If ever there was a time in our
history that needed a new focus or
reboot; that time is now! God will
not impose Himself upon us but has
made all the provisions necessary
for the restoration of relationship if
we will but reset and adjust our own
compass settings by partnering with
Jesus Christ who brought redemp-
tion and salvation to a fallen world

order. Please be encouraged by
these words from the book of
Proverbs (which means – ‘Wise
Sayings’):- “Trust in the Lord with
all your heart, AND do not rely on
your own insight. In ALL your
ways acknowledge Him, and he
will make straight your paths”.
Proverbs 3:5 – 6.

going to be one of those high-
lighted.

COVID-19: Masks are not yet
mandatory but recommended.

Please feel free to wear one to
Mass if you wish.

On Tuesday 1 September, Chris-
tian churches together celebrated
the World Day of Prayer for the
Care of Creation, and will observe
the Season of Creation for the 5
weeks to  4 October – the  Feast of
St. Francis of Assisi (the patron
saint of ecological conversion).
Pope Francis invites all Catholics to
take part saying “This is the season
for letting our prayer be inspired
anew by closeness to nature.”  



Gimme
The reason we need to pay our cor-
porate overlords such an eye-water-
ing salary is because they come up
with such great ideas. Take the new
Telstra campaign, ‘Binge’. Stuff
reading a book or talking amongst
ourselves, let’s all watch movies
until our eyes melt. Other purveyors
of ‘soma-like’ products are watch-
ing.

Vagary
For instance the discount furniture
and ‘let’s take more old stuff to the
tip’ stores might come up with
‘Splurge’ or the mega-cellars might
re-brand as SLD, ‘Stagger, Lurch &
Drop’.

Lost
What is the universal joint? You
might think that life, the tiny rock
we cling to and everything might,
in the bigger picture, be described
as that. You old woodstockers prob-
ably think it means sticking the
third paper on sideways. But of
course if you’ve just seen the tricky
roadside sign, ‘Changed Traffic Con-
ditions’ you’ll discover it’s actually
the part of your suspension that’s
about to suffer cosmic disintegra-
tion from the mother of all pot-
holes.

Wally
Are you feeling that you just don’t
fit this week? Remember that a
square peg will not go into a round
hole. But of course if you are a
wombat you know that a square
scat can come out of a round hole.

Pluto
Spend time, at the appropriate dis-
tance, with your grandkids or
grandparents depending which end
of life’s journey you’re at. Remem-
ber the adage that grandparents and
grandchildren are bound to get on
because they share a common
enemy.

Conundrum
And following on from the ‘enemy’
thing above, which I always thought
was by Margaret Meade but I see
now it’s not listed on Google as one
of hers (perhaps she wasn’t so
mean), ponder this: Be honest now.
Do you think deep down that your
take on life is just a little better than
that of your parents? Do you think
the same about that of your chil-
dren? Oh, Oh!

Laboral
The Clean Energy Finance Corpora-
tion is having a make-over. Clean is
now a dirty word in the Depart-
ment of Energy. They don’t want to
change the acronym and the sign on
the door, but what to call it? ‘Coal
Energy Fin Corp’ too obvious; ‘Con-
voluted Energy Fin Corp’ certainly
covers carbon capture and storage;
‘Costly’, ‘Clean-ish’, ‘Cop out’? Ah,
let’s just rename it ‘Covid Ensures
Friends’ Comfort’ and give all the
money to the gas industry.
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BCT ALLSTARS

The Braidwood Redbacks put on
a clinical performance on Satur-
day in downing the much fancied
Jindabyne Bush Pigs by 22 points
to 4.

The bonus point win sees the
Redbacks jump back into fourth
spot and finals contention with only
two regular season games remain-
ing. The Redbacks, bolstered by the
return of the Turner brothers,
started the game strongly and were
soon rewarded with a fine try to
captain Jake Holland after some
strong work in the forwards. 

Braidwood were soon 10-nil in

front when Harry Shoemark went
over after a blistering run from the
half way line. The Bush Pigs started
to crawl back in the game and were
rewarded immediately after a Red-
backs mistake off the kick off tak-
ing the score into half time at 10-5
to the home team. 

The second half saw the Red-
backs begin to get on top again with
Kiwi Hopkins starting to find space
and delivering some excellent ball
to his centres. The Redbacks kick-
ing game was also beginning to win
some vital territory giving the
young forwards Fynn Walker, Matt
Thornton and Fergus James plenty
of ball running opportunities in the
Bush Pig’s half. 
Additionally, the tireless prop
Cade Graf was making plenty
of metres with his trademark
bullocking runs up the middle. 

The Redbacks were again re-
warded with a strong try to
 replacement back Riley Turner sub-
sequently converted by Justin Dar-
iol to take the score to 17-5. The
Redbacks never became compla-
cent and continued to attack Jind-
abyne’s line and with a brilliant run
by Harry Shoemark executing a
pinpoint pass to Justin Dariol the
Redbacks were in again with their

fourth try and an all important
bonus point. 

The game ended 22-5 much to
the delight of the large Braidwood
crowd. Three points went to Kiwi
Hopkins who put on his best game
of the season, two points to enforcer
Cade Graf and one point each to the
babes of the team Fynn Walker,
Matt Thornton and Fergus James.
Players Player went to captain Jake
Holland.

The Redbacks would like to
make special mention and thanks to
this years major sponsors, Braid-
wood Servicemens Club and Braid-
wood Community Bank. Also a
huge thankyou goes to the Eastern
Suburbs Rugby Union Club in Syd-
ney who orchestrated a South Coast
Rugby bushfire appeal earlier in the
year and made a significant cash
donation to the Broulee Dolphins,
Batemans Bay Boars and the Braid-
wood Redbacks. Both our major
sponsors and the Easts Rugby Club
have ensured the Redbacks will
have a successful 2020 season both
on and off the field.

The Redbacks have two games
remaining in the regular season
with an away game this weekend
against the Dolphins then a home
game against Yass. The home game
against Yass on Saturday 19 Sep-
tember will double as a Redbacks
family day where we are encourag-
ing families to get down to the Rec
Ground dressed in Redbacks gear
(both new and old!) — all of course
under our COVID-19 rules and reg-
ulations. Please follow the Red-
backs Facebook page for more
information.

Bush Pigs feel the
Redback’s bite
Nick Pengelly

Jake Holland, Players Player trying to bust through a tackle. PHOTO: KATHY TOIRKENS

RUOK Day
QPRC’s Bushfire
Recovery Team will
be on hand for a
chat outside the
National Theatre
11.00-1.00 on
Thursday 10th.


