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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
Wed 15° 33° 10%
Thur: 13° 21° 50%
Fri: 9° 21° 25%
Sat: 11° 17° 25%
Sun: 12° 19° 25%
Mon: 12° 20° 20%
Tue: 12° 25° 15%

BRAIDWOOD’S

140 Sawyers Ridge Rd Reidsdale
5 Beds 2 Baths 1 Car 

Brick Home Plus Old Cottage
For Sale $750-$800K

40 Coronation Ave  Braidwood
2/3 Beds 1 Bath 1 Car 

Neat Tidy Home
For Sale $695,000

PHONE
KELLY ALLEN OR
ASHLEY WILLIAMS
ON 4842 1029
78 WALLACE ST BRAIDWOOD

... continued on page 2

Getting around Braidwood on foot
is relatively easy, but for those res-
idents reliant on wheelchairs or
other mobility aids, the obstacles
and hazards can make life more
than a little difficult.
Last week, local resident, Bec

Bigg, took to social media to de-
scribe some of the hazards she has
encountered in simply trying to
navigate daily life in a town un-
suited for people in wheelchairs.
Ms Bigg described pram cross-

ing that are so steep that her wheel-
chair has tipped over backwards,
parked cars blocking footpath ac-
cess and being unable to access
disabled toilets.
“I’ve been squeezed off the level

footpath in front of the outdoor
shop and onto the tarred up nature
strip, where my wheel got caught
in a hole and I was yet again al-
most thrown from the chair.

“I got stuck in the ruts in the
middle of the terrible gravel foot-
path under the wysteria in the park
at the Christmas event and the sta-
biliser wheels (on the chair) have
been damaged by the pram cross-
ing on the pool side of the war me-
morial, which is the only place to
get up to the footpath on that side
of the road.”
Last week the Changing Times

joined Bec Bigg and another
wheelchair user, James Gale, for a

walk around town to gauge the ex-
tent of obstacles.
In the first example of the invis-

ibility of disabled people we en-
countered, Ms Bigg was almost hit
by a car while crossing the pedes-
trian crossing at the National The-
atre. The driver apparently
oblivious to a person in a wheel-
chair.
“That happens a lot,” she said,

and Mr Gale agreed that it’s hap-
pened to him as well.
The one or two steps into many

of the shops are an obvious obsta-
cle, but something as simple as a
patch of mud in the gutter, as there
was on the corner of Duncan and
Wallace, and which anyone else
would step over, prevents access in
a wheelchair.
Bec also pointed out that some

places which are apparently acces-
sible, are not so accessible in prac-
tice. The IGA, for example, is flat

Looking for a wheel solution
Robin Tennant Wood

Bec and James at the Visitor Information Centre.



For the past week the world 
has watched as wildfires have 
destroyed large sections of Los
Angeles. 
A sprawling coastal megalopolis

with a greater metropolitan popu-
lation of around 12 million, the
Los Angeles GDP is larger than
that of any country in South-East
Asia, Africa or (with the sole ex-
ception of Brazil) South America. 
Yet much of it now lies in

smouldering ruins and the fires are
still burning.
The inevitable question has been

asked: could it happen here?
The short answer, according to

bushfire experts, is yes. In fact, it
has, although not on the scale of
the current Los Angeles disaster.
In January 1994 over 100 homes

and other buildings were destroyed
in the Sutherland Shire in Sydney
when a fire started in the Royal

for that area, given the risk of fu-
ture fires, and that bushfire mitiga-
tion infrastructure be situated
there. Twenty years later, that
bushfire corridor now contains the
suburb of Denman Prospect. Gov-
ernments have very short memo-
ries.
What has galvanised the atten-

tion of the world on Los Angeles is
largely the areas that have been de-
stroyed. The districts now in ruins
are not the outer suburbs of the low
and middle income-earners. They
are the palatial mansions of the
rich and famous. The stark warn-
ing to us all is that money and fame
can’t buy us out of trouble if nature
decides to take her revenge.
Incoming President Voldemort

has, of course, blamed the fires on
specific people: the Governor of
California, the Mayor of Los An-
geles, civic officials, firefighters.
His tag-along sidekick, EmuX, has
gone further and blamed female
firefighters, firefighters of colour
and LGBTQ+ firefighters, al-
though no one can work out why.
What Voldemort and EmuX

haven’t mentioned, of course, is
climate change, increased climatic
risks, unchecked development in
high-risk areas and the increased
pressure on water resources that is
the obvious result of a rapidly
growing urban population. Long-
term planning for better environ-
mental checks and balances and
resource conservation is what is
needed; not mindless finger-point-
ing, political points-scoring and,
well, whatever it is that EmuX is
doing which no one understands
anyway.

Australian governments at all
three levels need to take note
of the lessons of Los Angeles.
The lessons we learnt in 2019-

20 are still fresh, but in that case,
urban and metropolitan areas were
spared. Our cities are every bit as
much at risk of what we are wit-
nessing on the far side of the Pa-
cific and we need political and
community leadership to ensure
that, in an uncertain climatic
 future, our urban development
doesn’t put people at greater risk.
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National Park and fanned by strong
westerly winds, swept into the sub-
urban area.
In January 2003 several suburbs

in Canberra were destroyed when
a deadly combination of heat and
strong wind fanned the fires that
had been burning in the mountains.
The pine plantations fringing the
western suburbs virtually exploded
and in the hours that followed,
over 500 homes were destroyed.
In the months following the

Canberra fires, researchers at the
Bushfire Research Centre of Ex-
cellence at the ANU modelled and
tracked the path of the fire and
identified a “bushfire corridor”.
This was defined as the likely path
fires would follow, given the ter-
rain and prevailing winds. 
The researchers recommended

to the ACT government that no
housing development be planned

EDITORIAL Robin Tennant Wood

TREE and BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

The burning question

and can be entered and navigated
inside, but the disabled car parking
isn’t big enough to get a wheel-
chair out of a car. 
There are also cafes which can

be entered in a wheelchair, but then
there is not enough room inside to
turn the chair around.
Councillors Mareeta Grundy and

Ross Macdonald were both quick
to lend support to Bec’s bid for bet-
ter access.
When contacted, Cr Grundy ref-

erenced the QPRC Disability In-
clusion Action Plan 2022-2026,
and said that one objective of the
Plan is to “increase the number of
continuous accessible paths of
travel including footpaths, road
crossings and kerb ramps in our
town centres, recreation and com-
munity facilities”. 
“In particular”, she said, “the

Plan commits to applying for grant
funding to undertake an access
audit of Braidwood’s CBD.
“In the development of the Ac-

tion Plan the community told
QPRC to make it easier to get
around our towns by making foot-
paths and road crossings better,
and the Plan commits QPRC to im-
proving footpaths and road cross-
ings in response. So, the
foundations are well and truly in
place to improve mobility options
for Braidwood’s pedestrians.”
Councillor Ross Macdonald said

that since being elected he’s had “a
keen focus on accessibility. For
many in our community including
seniors, those living with a disabil-
ity and parents with prams, being
able to get around easily and safely
is a high priority.
“I’m proud to have championed

better infrastructure in Braidwood
and have projects delivered. I’ve
heard about the way seemingly
small changes have had life chang-
ing impacts in the community but
there’s still much more to do. 
“I’ve met with residents, busi-

ness owners and local interest
groups and will be having more
meetings in the weeks ahead to
best understand the issues and
work together on a way forward to
better access.”
Ms Bigg pointed out that council

could start by designating some
disabled car parking spaces on
Duncan St, around the corner from
Concept Café. 
“That’s where I park when I

can,” she said. “I can reverse in
there and get the wheelchair out of
the car easily. There’s no step or
gutter to negotiate.”
Canberra-based disability advo-

cate and CEO of the Disability
Leadership Institute, Christina
Ryan, believes that one of the
problems in getting action on is-
sues such as accessibility, is that
advocacy and representative or-
ganisations are largely run by non-
disabled people. 
“Organisations which purport to

speak for disabled people, or pur-
port to provide … services in dis-
ability, must include disabled
people,” she said.
If QPRC is serious about im-

proving accessibility for disabled
people and seniors in Braidwood,
a first step should be to appoint
people with disabilities to an advi-
sory committee. 
According to the Disability

Leadership Institute, non-disabled
people shouldn’t be making deci-
sions on behalf of disabled people.
“This is not inclusive,” Ms Ryan
says.
The general principle behind the

Australian guideline for wheel-
chair ramp gradients is that the
longer the ramp, the more gradual
the slope must be, so that wheel-
chairs users can maintain sufficient
momentum to reach the top. Ac-
cording to the guidelines, the max-
imum gradient for a ramp should
be 1:14.
The full Australian standards for

wheelchair access can be found at
https://shorturl.at/t7xng

A wheel solution
... continued from page 1

Uneven pavement is a big problem.
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At some point last year, a plaque
appeared, glued and screwed on to
one of the rocks at the south end of
Wallace Street. 
It appeared with no prior notice

and no community consultation on
public land, making the spurious
claim that the area in question is a
‘sacred site’.
In New South Wales, approval is

required from the relevant local
council to install any sort of sign
on a public road or footpath. There
is no record of such approval being
sought or given in respect of this
plaque by QPRC.
At the time the plaque appeared,

and despite questions from the
community, no one came forward
to claim responsibility and the mat-
ter was soon overlooked.
It surfaced again this week when

the plaque vanished. 
Margaret Royds, who, with the

Braidwood Historic Cemetery
Committee, did a lot of work over
a number of years mapping and
identifying graves in the old ceme-
tery, said that the plaque was in-
stalled in an attempt to prevent a
developer from bulldozing the
rocks. 
Plaques and signs, regardless of

how pure the motives of the bear-
ers, won’t deter developers. In this
country, sacred sites that have been
used for ceremony and worship for
thousands of years have been care-
lessly bulldozed and blown up by
developers and miners worship-
ping the almighty dollar.
The issue of the widening the

southern end of Wallace Street by
bulldozing the rocks was raised
when the Braidwood Ridge devel-
opment was commencing in the
mid-2000s. A group of locals got
together to protest the proposed de-
struction of the area known as The
Rocks, or The Cutting, and the pro-
posal was dropped. The Rocks re-

main, undisturbed, and no one has
since suggested moving or altering
them.
While there is certainly a tradi-

tion of solemnity surrounding the
Rocks, being as it is the final pas-
sage of the deceased from town to
interment in the cemetery, the
claim of its being a ‘sacred site’ is
overblown and a misnomer.
Places of worship and other con-

secrated areas can be referred to as
sacred, but the term “sacred site”
has specific reference to Indige-
nous lore and there is a formal
process whereby any place can be
designated a “sacred site”.
“Sacred sites” are places within

the landscape that have a deep sig-
nificance under Aboriginal tradi-
tion.

The importance of the Rocks as
the final passage to the cemetery
could, and should, more rightly be
described as a ‘site of signifi-
cance’.
There was a claim on Facebook

that the installation of the plaque
was a ‘joint project of the Braid-
wood and District Historical Soci-
ety and the Braidwood Historic
Cemetery Committee.’ The BDHS
has denied any knowledge or in-
volvement in any such ‘project’.
If or when the plaque is found,

its owners would be well advised
to seek the appropriate approval
before again breaking the law by
defacing a public place and unilat-
erally claiming it to be a sacred
site.

The mysterious disappearing
plaque...
and what was it doing there in the first place?
Robin Tennant Wood

SERVICE SPOTLIGHT

Calcium 
It is recommended to aim for three serves of calcium per day
to maintain healthy bones. 
Vitamin D
Vitamin D is essential for calcium absorption. Vitamin D is
mostly produced by our bodies when our skin is exposed to
sunlight. The elderly, individuals with darker skin, or those who
do not expose their skin to sunlight are at greatest risk of low
vitamin D levels.
Vitamin D supplementation may be recommended if levels are
low.
Physical activity
Brisk walking, jogging, jumping, skipping and hopping are
beneficial; as are sports such as netball or basketball where
jumping is involved. A weights programme at home or at the
gym (with gradual increases in the weights used) is ideal to
combine with high impact exercises for optimal bone strength.
Balance exercises are also beneficial as they reduce the
incidence of falls that can result in osteoporotic fractures.

Bone health
Osteoporosis leads to fragile bones and is a major cause of
fractures in the elderly. Over 70% of women and 50% of men
over 80 years of age have osteoporosis, however, many remain
undiagnosed until a fracture occurs.
As we age, particularly after menopause in women, bone
density declines. Bone density can be measured using a DXA
scan. Calcium and vitamin D intake along with weight bearing
exercise are the most important factors in maintaining healthy
bones.

Risk Factors:
• Low body weight
• Low physical activity
• Low vitamin D levels
• High salt intake
• Low dietary calcium 
• High alcohol consumption
• Smoking

What is a serve of Calcium?
• 1 cup (250mL) milk (or 1 cup

calcium fortified milk alternatives)
• 1 tub (200g) yoghurt
• 100g (3/4 cup) almonds
• 2 slices (40g) hard cheese or

200g cottage cheese
• 250g raw spinach
• 50g tofu or 50g sardines
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It all starts with an invitation ... or two, ac-
tually.  The first from the Changing Times
to eat, drink and write, the second to join

beloved friends for a long-overdue catchup
over breakfast during the pre-Christmas rush.  
The venue, a favourite haunt hidden away

from the madding crowds, is secreted down a
long driveway at the back of what was once a
famous art precinct. It’s an oasis really, set
within gardens with ancient history and long
tended by capable folk over many decades.  
It’s also a pet-friendly place, where well-be-

haved fur babies are welcome to join the multi-
generational humans who frequent this popular
establishment. I look for Geraldine, the hen
who pops in for regular visits from her home
across the back lane, but I can’t spot her.  
Today it’s just a mixed assortment of song-

birds, butterflies, beetles and other creatures
which enthrall those of us who notice such
things.  This includes me and many children
and babies  share this intriguing space on this
day.
I am dining and communing at Vanilla, in the

centre of Braidwood, hosted by Vanessa, the
current reigning kitchen goddess, where magic
happens with flashes of fire, armfuls of fresh
herbs, exotic seasonal ingredients assembled
creatively in such generous abundance that
sharing and ‘doggie bags, pots and platters’ are
a common scenario.
My friends and I make an early start, it being

a warm day and the beginning of the school
holidays during the pre-Christmas bedlam
AKA the “Silly Season”.  We select a long tim-
ber table outdoors, in the shade, within easy ac-
cess to the facilities, which those of us “of a
certain age” and alarmingly increasing decrepi-
tude are grateful for.
It isn’t long before we make our selections

from the comprehensive menu and specials
board, sip our chosen beverages and commence
our non-stop animated conversation.  It’s been
quite a long time since we’ve all been together,
our quaint Gang of Four.  We’ve shared much
over the decades and this magnificent repast in
such a charming and comfortable environ-
ment provides the perfect foil to our needs for
sustenance and nourishment.
I select a recommended “Special” featuring

slices of ocean trout, avocado, poached egg,
beetroot and sour-cream side, with rocket gar-
nish on crisp, warm, toasted sourdough (which
is soft enough for my ancient teeth to manage),
washed down with a freshly- squeezed orange,
carrot and ginger juice and freshly brewed cof-
fee.  Perfect for my tastes, needs and the start
of a summer’s day. In fact, I’m having such a lovely time, that I

stay on for a full five hours, imbibing more
juice, coffee and some delicious lime tart and
re-hydrating water.  I’m the last patron to leave,
with Vanessa prepping for a Christmas party
gathering later that evening.  No-one is both-
ered by my extended stay, as I stretch out my
“meal” beyond usual time measurements.  
A blessing of deep familiarity with the estab-

lishment, staff and the generosity of spirit
which one hopes infuses the season settles over
me, as I contemplate my good fortune to have
chosen this community to live amongst.
The cost of this priceless, culinary and social

experience?
A grand total of: $68.97.
Now that’s what I call excellent value!
My personal rating;
4Ambience
4 Prompt and courteous service
4 Quality of food/beverages
4 Skills of staff
Do yourself a favour and try it out soon!

Vera Sapov

DINING
OUT
WITH
VERA
A Braidy Brunch
with the lot

Michael and Christine shared a medley dish of
fungi braised with garlic.

Wendy enjoyed a bacon and eggs brekky number.

*

*Sorry, what
was that again?

As you can see, right in front of
your eyes, our colleagues on the
western side of the range are
mistaken. Perhaps they don’t get
over this way often enough.
True, Braidwood’s Changing
Times can only claim 4¾ years,
but in that time we’ve done our
best to cover the local news and
views. (We don’t feature as
many photos of dogs though.)
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299

DOJO BREAD
90 Wallace St, [at the pedestrian crossing]

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

Club Trivia kicked off for 2025 on
Wednesday 8 January, a month
earlier than we usually start.  
Eleven hardy teams turned up to

play, with around 70 people don-
ning their thinking caps for some
post-Christmas/New Year ques-
tions.  A couple of our usual teams
were away on holiday, but we did
welcome a new team, “The Cat-
Tastrophes”, made up of a local
family with some interstate family
members for additional support.
After last month’s Get Shorty

round (a real shocker) we were
back on track with a bunch of
questions that most teams had at
least a fair chance of knowing.
The Music & Musical round this
time centred on songs that all had
spelling in them, and “Trivia New-
ton-John” and “Stumped” came
out on top to lead after Round 1.
“TN-J” were still in the mix at the
half-time break, however “The
Hasty Pudding Club 1795” and
“Ex-Communicado” had snuck
ahead of them following the Art &
Literature, TV & Movies, and To
New York rounds.  There were only
1.5 points separating the three
teams at this stage.
Geography was up next, and this

round gave us the winner of the
Oscar’s Donuts Creative Answer
prize when “Trivia Newton-John”
tried to convince the Quizmaster
that the flag of Estonia was actu-
ally the flag of Genovia – a “real”

city, but only in the Princess Di-
aries movie!  The team members
can enjoy some delicious donuts
thanks to The Oscar’s crew the
next time they sit down to watch
the movie.
A new round “Mug Shots” was

next, and scarily several teams saw
the mug shot of a young Benito
Mussolini and immediately blurted
out that it looks like a prominent
Braidwood resident (who shall re-
main nameless)!  Thankfully there
were no further controversies as
we wound our way through Sports
& Games and The Theme rounds –
a shout out here to “The Cat-Tas-
trophes” who scored their first
round-winning Drinks Voucher on
the last round, if only they had kept
it as one of their double-point
Bonus Rounds!

—  * — * — * —
When the night came to a close,

“The Hasty Pudding Club 1795”
ended up with the most points,
having preserved a Bonus Round
until the end.  They were 3.5 points
ahead of “Ex-Communicado” who
squeaked home in second place by
half a point form “Stumped”.
Once again thanks to all of the

teams and players for making it a
great night out – not to forget our
hard-working bar staff, Linda and
Lee.
See you all on Wednesday 12

February and we will do it all
again.  Get there early to grab a
table – the questions start at 7pm.

CLUB TRIVIA Martin Glover 

Club Quiz winners for January, “The Hasty Pudding Club 1795” with quizmaster
Martin at the head of the table.
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BOOK
FAIR

Braidwood

AUSTRALIA DAY LONG WEEKEND
THURS 23 to MON 27 JANUARY 2025

Open Daily 9am - 4pm

National Theatre, Wallace St 
(opposite the Bakery and Bendigo Bank)

HUGE VARIETY OF BOOKS for all ages, records, puzzles & more 

COME AND BE AMAZED

A Braidwood Community Event supporting local community groups

braidwoodbookfair@gmail.com

Australia Day 
Ceremonies

Braidwood

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Late last year the Community bank
branches of Braidwood and Bun-
gendore lodged a nomination
under the Customer Service
Awards category of Businesses As-
sisting Communities, NSW/ACT.

Not only did we have to answer
a range of questions regarding our
business and the support that we
offer and give to our communities,
we were also required to provide
letters of support from various local
groups and business. I quickly sent
out a request to nine local groups
and before I knew it, they all came
back. 

The words that were written all
had the same underlying features,
not only did the Bank assist our
communities financially with fund-
ing through sponsorships, grants
and donations but also through our
banking products and support from
our staff and volunteer board of di-
rectors.

The groups that wrote the letters
were the Wamboin Community As-
sociation, Bungendore Park Tennis
Club, Lions Club of Braidwood,
Lions Club of Bungendore, The
Braidwood Bugle, Braidwood &
District Historical Society, Braid-
wood Showground S355 Commit-
tee, Rotary Club of Bungendore
and Braidwood Regional Arts
Group. Thank you for your letters
and support.

Recently I have been thinking
what our districts might be like now
if the Community Banks were not
established 22 years ago in Braid-
wood and 18 years ago in Bungen-
dore. I doubt if it would be like the
old towns in the wild west movies
where balls of hay would roll down
the streets (we still have the masses
of cars going along Kings High-
way), but I do wonder if our towns
would be as vibrant and have such
a strong passion and sense of pride
as we have now. 

Would  another financial institu-
tion have come to our towns or

would it be common place for the
Braidwood business, community
and sporting groups and personal
customers go to either Batemans
Bay, Goulburn or Queanbeyan just
to do their banking? Similarly with
Bungendore and with that, would
they do their shopping there rather
than shop locally?

I also wonder if our schools,
emergency services groups, sport-
ing groups, arts and environmental
groups, NFP groups and businesses
would be as proactive and vibrant
as they are now.
How did our nomination go?
We received confirmation that our
nomination had progressed to the
finalists stage, the final 8, and we
would receive confirmation in the
following 2 weeks if we progress
to the final 4. I thought to myself,
surely we will get into the Top 4,
our community commitment of
over $9.4m back into our small
communities including funds set
aside for future projects, the sup-
port from staff and board, the list
goes on.

I must admit I had some sleepless
nights in those 2 weeks, racing into
work in the mornings, turning on
my emails waiting for that email
from Awards Australia. The email
finally came to advise that we did
not progress into the Final 4. 

I was devastated, speeches were
worked out in my mind, there was
a gala dinner to be held in Sydney
to announce the winners. Should I
buy a new suit for the occasion?

Then I thought to myself, do we
really need the glitter and glamour
and a certificate? We know what we
do in our communities and that is
far more important than anything
else.  We have a banking model
where if the community supports
us, we in turn can support our com-
munities. It’s all about teamwork
and I reckon we have it spot on.

We thank our communities for
your ongoing support.

Community Bank branches
nominated for customer awards
Nick Fry



A great woman once said, ‘You
will own nothing, and you will be
happy.’

Well, not in these exact words but
that’s how the World Economic
Forum sloganised it. In 2016, Danish
politician Ida Auken authored an
essay for the WEF titled ‘Welcome
to2030, I ownnothing, haveno pri-
vacy and life has never been better.’
This unsettling and dystopian piece
obviously struck an emotional chord
with the WEF, which in turn pub-
lished the slogan as their first predic-
tion for 2030. Eight years after the
outrage over Auken’s article, we
don’t seem to be avoiding her
proposition at all. We do seem to be
on our way to owning nothing and
yet, feeling unhappy at large.

Think of our old harmless friend,
Kindle.Amazon’s digitalbookbaby
where you can ‘buy’ e-books from
Amazon and read them wherever
and whenever on a singular screen -
bypassing the hassle of lugging

around twenty books in your
backpack. You can annotate books
and reread them infinite times, until
Amazon decides to remove or with-
draw the material you paid for.

You see, when you ‘buy’ a book
on kindle, you merely‘acquire’a li-
cense to read the material. Amazon
reserves legal rights to withdraw
any book fromyour library based on
publishing rights, or their shifting
company policies, and it has done
that on multiple occasions. Imagine
waking up as a reader and realizing
that your favorite book on Kindle
had been edited or censored without
your permission or knowledge.
THAT hasn’t happened yet, but it
doesn’t seem very far-fetched for a
company that had withdrawn
George Orwell’s 1984 back in
2009.

Spotify, iTunes and streaming
platforms like Netflix, Hulu or Dis-
ney follow the same ‘acquiring li-
cense’ payment strategy where
distributors hold a big chunk of
rights, whereas the listeners/view-
ers don’t own anything except per-
mission to access the art, despite
paying for the service.

In a similar vein, Mercedes lost
much of its dignity (with aims to
compensate for it monetarily) by
locking faster acceleration for two
of its electric cars behind a $1200
paywall. Nevertheless, car subscrip-
tion models seem to be on the rise,
claiming it appeals to the younger
generations ‘who often value access
to vehicles over actual ownership,’

an article says. In the same breath
it continues ‘while subscription
models have higher monthly fees
than leases, they provide agility to
consumers whomay not want a car
for multiple years.’

The ‘subscription model’ is a
lovechild of capitalism’s usury that
is dangerously starting to compli-
cate our essential purchases. Busi-
nesses now see no incentive to
deliver a quality product for a befit-
ting price only to see the customer
not return for another two decades.
The foolproof key to sustain a suc-
cessful business now, is to hook cus-
tomers with a subscription model
that generates a continuous stream
of revenue while maintaining qual-

ity standards.
It’s not just car manufacturers

though. An Australian company
called WhyBuy, lends out electrical
appliances like fridges,washingma-
chines, microwaves and televi-
sions. According to the site, the
customer can enter with a paid
membership plan, the highest one
being $500, and then choose a paid
subscription of their choice for the
desired appliance. They guarantee
quality items and claim on their of-
ficial website to make repairs free
of charge.

As I kept discovering the range of
what can be subscribed to, I came
upon an item I truly hadn’t fath-
omed feasible to the category –
shoes. Cyclon offers a subscription
on running shoes with bold state-
ments like ‘Don’t buy. Subscribe.’
and ‘Think of shoes like music. You
subscribe fora monthly fee.Youown
the experience, not the shoes.’ What
an odd experience to strive for! Al-
though the Swiss company boasts of
its ethical manufacturing and a
higher purpose behind the brand, I
cannot shake the sense of slowly
losing ownership over art and ma-
terial objects.

The question is why? Is the sub-
scription model working because

people truly want it? Or is it because
they have convinced us that we
need it?

Why is the prospect of holding a
new shiny object again and again
more enticing than the contentment
of owning a shiny object that fades
comfortably over time, all the while
serving you well? In what ways has
this mindset shift affected our rela-
tionships with the people around us?
With such ease of accessibility,
array of endless choices, and quick
discarding that follows a purchase,
I wonder how much of it can be lim-
ited to the nature of today’s con-
sumer and not today’s social being?
Additionally, what is the incentive
now to manufacture long lasting
products within an intensely com-
petitive market that is geared to peo-
ple’s short-term pleasures? Is the
value of the objectmerely printed on
a price tag, or do we still view items
with sentience or at least, senti-
mentality?

My father used to work for an au-
tomobile company when I was
young and so he drove a company
vehicle, changing them every few
years.

Each time he brought home a car,
I would marvel at the metal magnif-
icence, conjure a character sketch
and treat it as a sentient being; it was
a beloved object for me. And every
time a new car was in line, I would
wail and mourn, begging him to not
forego the one we had. I wondered
if the old car secretly cried in the
dark, mourning the loss of our com-
panionship.

As an adult, I presumed myself
untouched by the consumerism of

the twenty-first century until my
first book fair in Braidwood. There
I noticed DVDs on sale and couldn’t
stop laughing to myself. It had been
years since I’d seen one and fool-
ishly, I wondered why anybody
would want to owna movie on DVD
today when thousands get streamed
online. I acknowledge now, the
value in physical ownership of art –
a movie DVD, a small act of rebel-
lion to loanership that now threatens
to pervade every purchase of our
lives.
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A life of one’s loans Kindle Store
Terms of Use
This is an agreement between you and

Amazon Australia Services, Inc. (with it
s

affiliates, “Amazon”, “we” or “us”).

Please read these Amazon Kindle Stor
e

Terms of Use and the Amazon.com.au

Conditions of Use (https://www.ama-

zon.com.au/conditionsofuse) (collec-

tively, this “Agreement”) before
purchasing or using any aspect of the
Service. By using the Kindle Store, pur

chasing

or using any Kindle Content, using any
 Kindle

Software, or using any aspect of the Se
rvice,

you agree to be bound by the terms of 
this

Agreement on behalf of yourself and al
l mem-

bers of your household and others who
 use the

Service under your account. If you do n
ot ac-

cept the terms of this Agreement, then 
you may

not use the Kindle Store, any Kindle Con
tent, any

Kindle Software or the Service. Additio
nal rules and poli-

cies apply when you use certain Servic
es.

These Amazon Kindle Store Terms of U
se are “Service

Terms” under the Amazon.com.au Con
ditions of Use and

the Amazon.com.au Conditions of Use
 should be read in

conjunction with these Amazon Kindle 
Store Terms of

Use. In the event of a conflict between 
these Amazon

Kindle Store Terms of Use and the Amazo
n.com.au Conditions

of Use, these terms will prevail. Please
 review our  and  to understand

how we collect and process your perso
nal information through the

Service. 
For the purposes of this Agreement:

“Content Provider” means the party off
ering Kindle Content in the Kin-

dle Store, which may be us or a third p
arty.

“Kindle Content” means digital content 
obtained through the Kindle

Store, such as books, comics, newspa
pers, magazines, and other con-

tent.
“Kindle Software” means software we m

ake available that permits users to sho
p for, download,

browse, or use the Kindle Store or Kind
le Content, or to create or distribute oth

er content, such

as ... blah, blah, blah and so on ...

COME ON, GET
ON WITH IT

WAIT UP, I’M
STILL READING

AGREE DISAGREE

4



8 — Wednesday January 15, 2025 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Phone 0448 533 616 or book online
at www.tombarra.com.au 

TOMBARRA EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe NSW

Blues@Tombarra
Saturday 1st of Feb

10am - 10pm
Bring your Family and Friends

Favourite drinks, chairs and picnic blankets  
All Day Sausage Sizzle!

Coffee, tea and drinking water available.

Live Music
The Mangoes, Earl,

Mayhem, Shaz and Shultzy,
Nick Munnings,

Michael Brown Sarr,
Great White Dogs
and Miguel Alvear  

Thank you in advance for your donations at
the gate or during the events.  

Mongarlowe RFS are looking to put together
hiking kits for search and rescue in the

National Parks, personal location beacons,
first aid kits and a vehicle charger.

Last year we raised over $2500.

Our new goal is $7500.  

Cabins available (from $130),
tents $35 per night.

All persons and members of the public who enter these grounds
and facilities do so at their own risk and the Convenor will not be

held responsible for any loss, damage or injury.  

Was The Ancient Mariner the first
climate change activist? 

Despite my quoting from
Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s famous
poem (pub. 1798), this is not really
a Bookworm article. It’s another of
my commentaries on last year’s list
of desirable priorities for Braid-
wood and District.

“Securing Braidwood’s water
supply”  is the wording, and we
could add in “harmonisation of
water, sewage, and waste.”

“Think globally, act locally “ is
the catchphrase, and I would add,
“perform personally.” I’m not an
engineer or a chemist, but I am a
householder, and I have concerned
friends. 

As that bearded ancient realised,
water expresses itself in a vast va-
riety of ways. 

The average human body is 70%
water; foetuses are 99% water.
When we come to be born, we are
90% water and by adulthood, 70%.
If we die of old age, we may be
50%. 

Water is carried around the body
by our blood. If it stops flowing,
the body begins to decay. Even if
it’s hindered, stagnant, there’s trou-
ble. It’s life threatening. That’s
very personal. 

In late 2019, just before the
Black Summer fires, Braidwood
ran out of water. QPRC imple-
mented Level 4 water restrictions.
Tankers trucked potable water  into
town every day as the flow of the
Shoalhaven River diminished to a
series of puddles. This didn’t im-
prove until the river began flowing
again after the rains of February
2020. 

Does anyone remember that? 
Robin Tennant-Wood looked

back on this time  in an article in
this paper in August 2023. As of

that time, QPRC still did not see
our water supply as an issue. But
the meeting hoped to encourage
the community to work with and
not against the council to find and
implement good practices in the
catchment area. 

Later that same year, the Braid-
wood Greens hosted a documen-
tary film,  Where the Water Starts.
The film focused on Caring for
Country as a shared responsibility
of all Australians. Speaking in sup-
port were to be First Nations man
Richard Swain, and Bungendore
local Associate Professor Mark
Lintermans, a freshwater scientist. 

Do we need another viewing? 
Oceans as well as rivers are

under threat from human waste
and pollution.

The Ancient Mariner discovered
this, once his ship was becalmed.
(He was under a curse, but maybe
we are, too!) 

“Yea, slimy things did crawl
with legs

Upon the slimy sea …” 
Were these the plastic bags, col-

lapsed balloons and empty bottles
we all see on our beaches? Or were
they more subtle: the UV filters in
sunscreen can wash off while we
bathe. They’re found worldwide in
water and sediment samples —
and in sea creatures from crayfish
to dolphins. 

Another source of marine pollu-
tion is microbeads: tiny plastic par-
ticles used in skincare products as
an abrasive. It’s cheaper than nat-
ural abrasives like oatmeal, ground
pumice or sea salt but is it prefer-
able? Check the ingredients list on
your bottle or packet and make an
informed choice. Or ask on the
manufacturer’s website. I’ve just
inspected the back of my tube of
facecream and I’m not very much

BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

“Water, water everywhere…”

Internet images associated with Dr Masaru Emoto.
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All Small Excavations
and Infrastructure Pty Ltd

We have:
n 30 years experience in all types of

excavations and civil work
n Contract rates for: pipeline, installation of

sewer, storm water, water mains and
electrical conduit

n Hourly or long-term hire rates

n 4WD vehicle with 1.8 ton excavator
n No access too difficult
n All bucket sizes n Rock grab
n Hammer n Auger
n Stick rake n Compaction wheel

n Septic system installations including
drainage

n Road crossings and culverts
n Concrete for house slabs, shed slabs and

driveways
n Site cuts, fill and compaction

n Recommended installer of concrete sleeper
retaining walls

For a site visit and quotation call or email:

Bolj 0410 534 057   bolj@iambolj.com

B3 Plumbing “from Canberra to Batemans Bay”
Recommended installer of Puretec 

n All types of water filters
for town or tank water

n Fit outs
n Extensions
Phone Bailey
0424 352 785
or email
admin@b3plumbing.net Locally owned @ Family-operated

the wiser … except perhaps in as-
suming laboratories are taking en-
vironmental concerns more
seriously. 

So we purchasers have power
there. 

Another use for skincare prod-
ucts is moisturising and hydrating.
Traditionally they used squalene,
an ingredient harvested from shark
livers. This doesn’t tick any boxes,
so ‘woke’ companies are turning to
plant sources for the oils needed
for squalane.  Some are sugar cane,
amaranth, wheat germ, olives or
rice bran. Check your bottle. 

Speaking of bottles, should we
be buying filtered water? At almost
2000 times the price of tap water,
it’s no bargain. Yet we’re willing to
pay for the convenience and the
perception of quality. Think of the
labels, with their snow-capped
mountains surrounding pristine
lakes. Yet tap water needs to meet
much more stringent quality con-
trols. Bottled water also contains
toxic microplastic particles from
the bottling process, and then there
is the problem of all those empty
bottles, a staggering one million a
minute globally. 

We’re becoming more used to
domestic water filters at home. A
jug on the sink, something in the
faucet … the idea is older than you
might think.

Four thousand years ago, Hindus
heated suspect water and exposed
it to sunlight. Two thousand years
ago, Mayan drinking water sys-
tems used crystalline quartz as a
filter. 

Using my own taste test, the best
water we found on our UK travels
was from the chalk and limestone
countries — we were often there
for more archaeological purposes,
but maybe there was a correlation.
Healthy population, thriving his-
tory? 

If you like to visit historical
houses, you might’ve noticed big

old hollowed out stones in frames
outside the kitchen door. They’re
drip stones. You poured the creek
water in at the top and drank only
the water that percolated through
to the container underneath. Those
stones were often made on Norfolk
Island, using local limestone and
convict labour. 

Ships carried them for onboard
use. To freshen them up periodi-
cally, they towed the stone behind
the ship. 

There’s a good description of
this process in Morgan’s Run, a
colonially-based novel by Colleen
McCullough (2000.) 

The Ancient Mariner could’ve
done with one of these.

Now to get really personal and
into your own kitchen! 

Japanese scientist Dr Masaru
Emoto claims to have discovered
that molecules of water are af-
fected by our words, thoughts, and
feelings. 

Aware that no two snow crystals
are identical, he began freezing
water and photographing the crys-
tals. He found the same phenome-
non. He also found that exposing
the water to beautiful images,
music or poetry could change the
shape of the crystals. Attractively
symmetrical crystals must be
preferable. He published his find-
ings in 1999.

Since then, disciples with suit-
able equipment have taken before
and after photos of the same body
of water, be it in a bowl or part of
a river.

In between shots, they prayed or
meditated, recited words like ‘grat-
itude,’ and displayed images. 

You can do this! Get together a
few friends and head off to the
Shoalhaven! Or fill a blessed
bucket, water your plants and keep
records! Tell us what happens.

It beats waylaying wedding
guests at the church gate.

QPRC’s Gordon Cunningham in charge of Utilities at the Braidwood Water Treat-
ment Plant. Plans may be underway to host a Braidwood Concert Series event
on April1at the Treatment Plant to test the effect of consecration on flocculation.



10 — Wednesday January 15, 2025 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
and Regulations Documents are published at bit.ly/
DPnotices

Summer School Holiday Activities!
Cool off with FREE pool entry for local young people 
aged 12-17. Swim at Captain’s Flat - 14 January, 
Bungendore - 15 January, Braidwood - 16 January, or 
Queanbeyan - 17 January.

Join our Summer Library Lounge session on Wednesday 
29 January at the Queanbeyan Library. Make friends, 
play boardgames and more. Free, for ages 10+. 

Come to the Board Game Café! Bring a group of 
friends, choose some games, and enjoy tasty snacks 
and milkshakes! We’ll be in Queanbeyan - 15 January, 
Braidwood - 21 January and Bungendore – 23 January.

 Learn more and register for the Library Lounge and 
Board Game Cafe at  
qprc.nsw.gov.au/summer-hols-2025

Have Your Say 

Projects & initiatives open for  
community comment

Closing 
Date

2024 Code of Meeting Practice review 3 Feb

 Find all the details on Council’s engagement hub at  
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au 

Submissions can be made:
 By registering and commenting via  

yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au
 By email to council@qprc.nsw.gov.au 
 By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
 Delivered in person one of our offices

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

1300 735 025  
council@qprc.nsw.gov.au
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang

Council Meetings and Times
Council holds Ordinary Meetings twice a month on 
a Wednesday, excluding December and January. 
Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business 
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday 
prior to the meeting from bit.ly/MinutesAgendas 
Meetings are live streamed via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast 
Members of the public can watch the meetings 
online or make a presentation.
For those wanting to make a presentation on an 
Agenda item, you can make a: 

 Written presentation by midday on Tuesday
 Zoom presentation (register by midday on 

Wednesday)
 Register to make a presentation at  

bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
 29 January
 12 February (in Braidwood)

Written Questions on Notice
Questions on notice from the community must be 
submitted in writing or via email to  
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the 
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and 
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum, 
provided to the person who asked the questions and 
published on our website.

Australia Day Ceremonies

Join us for Australia Day Ceremonies around the 
region on 26 January.

10am at the Braidwood Servicemens Club
12pm at the Bungendore Bowling and Sports Club
2pm at the Captains Flat Memorial Hall
5pm at Queanbeyan Park

Celebrate people who make our communities great!

 Read more at qprc.nsw.gov.au/events

Road safety events in Queanbeyan

We have a series of free road safety events coming up in 
Queanbeyan.

 Improve your confidence as a learner driver or 
supervisor on Tuesday 18 February

 Have your child seats checked for safety and fit on  
Saturday 22 February

 Get your car and caravan weighed on  
Saturday 15 March

 Learn more and register to attend by heading to  
qprc.nsw.gov.au/events

Join an Advisory Committee!

Are you interested in getting involved with Council? We 
are looking for representatives from the community to be 
part of our Advisory Committees.

Share your experiences and help influence decisions that 
impact our community.

 Learn more and apply to join a committee by 
Monday 24 February  
qprc.nsw.gov.au/advisory-committee
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News trivia
Have you been
paying attention?

n Steve Smith hit 121 runs in his innings for the Sydney
Sixers in last weekend’s BBL clash against Perth. How
many balls did he face for the 121?

‰ 52 ‰ 60
‰ 64 ‰ 71

n Tech mogul and apparent best buddy of the incoming
US president, Elon Musk, has been calling for the US to
“liberate” which country?

‰ Britain ‰ Canada
‰ Lebanon ‰ Mexico

n The funeral for former US President Jimmy Carter was
held last week. How old was he when he died?

‰ 90 ‰ 96
‰ 99 ‰ 100

n The Women’s Cricket Ashes series has commenced with
Australia winning the opening one-day match. Who was
player of the match with 42 not out and three wickets?

‰ Ash Gardner ‰ Alyssa Healy
‰ Alana King ‰ Annabel Sutherland

n Which Australian politician will represent Australia at the
inauguration of President-elect Trump?

‰ Anthony Albanese ‰ Penny Wong
‰ Jim Chalmers ‰ Tony Burke

n The demolition of a house in suburban Burwood last
month has drawn outrage among rock music fans who
believe it should have been protected. What was its
significance?

‰ It was where Chrissy Amphlett grew up
‰ It was the family home of the Youngs – Angus &
Malcolm (AC/DC) and George (The Easybeats)
‰ The backyard was where Daddy Cool played their
first concert in 1970 to an audience of 12
‰ It was where Michael Hutchence lived between the
ages of 12 and 16

n How many sailors died during the 2024 Sydney to
Hobart Yacht Race?

‰ 2 ‰ 3
‰ 4 ‰ 5

n Several fires have been burning in and around Los
Angeles for over a week, causing massive losses of
property. Which is the biggest and most destructive of
the fires (still burning as we go to press)?

‰ Eaton Fire ‰ Sunset Fire
‰ Palisades Fire ‰ Hurst Fire

n The Australian Open Tennis started this week. Who is the
defending Men’s Champion?

‰ Novak Djokovic ‰ Daniil Medvedev
‰ Alexander Zverev ‰ Jannik Sinner

n Justin Trudeau resigned as Prime Minister of which
country last week?

‰ United Kingdom ‰ France
‰ Canada ‰ Brazil

???
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Answers on page 17

Monaro’s passionate custodians of
our heritage items have a new op-
portunity to get funding to help
preserve, protect and activate her-
itage across the region.

Member for Monaro, Steve
Whan says, “$8.5 million in grants
is available over two years to sup-
port protecting and celebrating our
rich heritage. This is important for
Monaro, we have many heritage
items in our communities - includ-
ing the first heritage listed town in
NSW at Braidwood. 

“We also have wonderful aborig-
inal cultural heritage, and heritage
sites throughout our communities
listed on the heritage register. Gov-
ernment grants programs recognise
that maintaining heritage sites can
be expensive, but it has a broad
community benefit.”

Funding is available across four
key categories:
• $4.5 million for Caring for State

Heritage: Grants of up to $300,000
to maintain and preserve state sig-
nificant heritage items.

• $1 million for Activating State
Heritage: A major grant for one

project that will revitalise a state
significant site, creating new pub-
lic engagement opportunities. 

• $500,000 for Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage: Up to $80,000 for
works to a declared Aboriginal
Place or $30,000 for an Aborigi-
nal Place management document.

• $2.5 million for Local Govern-
ment Heritage: Local councils
can apply for $25,000 to fund
local heritage initiatives, helping
reconnect communities with their
heritage.
Applications are now open and

close at 10am on Thursday, 30 Jan-
uary 2025.

Those interested in applying can
find out more information, includ-
ing eligibility criteria and applica-
tion details on the Heritage NSW
website or the NSW Government
Grants and Funding Finder.

Steve Whan said, “This increase
of $2.5 million in this round of the
NSW Heritage Grants demonstrates
the Minns Government’s commit-
ment to protecting and respecting
the shared histories and stories of
our state.”

Applications now open for
NSW Heritage Grants
Media from the Office of Steve Whan MP, Member for Monaro

Time to trial fire vehicles 
NSW Farmers media

Farmers are urged to take part in
a trial of Farm Fire Units in NSW
as unprecedented bushfires con-
tinue to burn in the United States. 

Under a NSW Government trial
in place until 31 March, private
farm vehicles used for firefighting
purposes known as Farm Fire Units
– or Farm Fire Fighting Vehicles
(FFFVs) – can be used unregistered
under certain conditions.  

NSW Farmers Business Econom-
ics and Trade Committee Chair
John Lowe said the catastrophic
damage caused by bushfires over-
seas was a reminder of the impor-
tance of having key firefighting
tools available in emergency situa-
tions.  

“Farm Fire Units play a key role
in firefighting efforts in our rural
communities, and a trial of these
units will be key to ensuring we can
find a permanent pathway to using
these units legally and under the
protection of third-party insurance. 

“Stopping fires as quickly as we

can is critical, and Farm Fire Units
have been a proven cornerstone to
fast bushfire control, year in, year
out on-farm.” 

As the state’s bushfire season
continued, Mr Lowe urged farmers
in NSW to nominate eligible vehi-
cles to participate in the trial and
support efforts to secure a more per-
manent solution for the use of the
vehicles. 

“If you’ve got a vehicle that’s in
a safe operating condition and has
firefighting equipment permanently
attached, then we strongly encour-
age you to nominate it for the trial
as soon as possible,” Mr Lowe
said. 

“Preventing the devastation
we’ve seen overseas and in our own
country, in years not long past, is
something we want to avoid at all
costs.” 

To nominate a vehicle for the
trial, submit the Farm Fire Fighting
Vehicle Nomination found on the
Transport for NSW website.



Braidwood Uniting Church

A modern parable.
A young fish enjoyed swimming in
crashing waves. The danger that he
could be thrown onto the sand,
only made the swim more thrilling.

One day, an extraordinary wave
threw him out of the ocean and onto
dry land. He was stranded, and all
his swimming skills that just a mo-
ment ago, made him look impres-
sive, even inspiring, now made him
look sad, even pathetic.

An off-duty police officer walked
past. The police person said, “This
isn’t right! It’s probably illegal or
certainly immoral.” “If you could
just throw me back” the fish said.
“I’m a person of goodwill, so I
won’t take you home and eat you,
but I can’t support this unnatural
situation. If I help you, others will
be encouraged to jump out of the
sea.”

A member of the Greens walked
past. She was on her way to a con-
ference in this sea-side town and
speaking on the topic of industrial
fishing, depleting precious fish pop-
ulation. She explained to the fish
that although she was vitally con-
cerned with the welfare of fish and
the health of the ocean, it was her
policy not to help individual fish.
As she walked away, the fish said,
his voice now weakening, “Individ-
ual fish are the only sort of fish in
the ocean.”

Finally, a social worker walked
past. She stopped and chatted for a
while. “You must feel abandoned
and lonely here,” she said. Tears
welled up in the fish’s eyes. Here
was someone who understood his
predicament. “Could you throw me
back” he asked. “Well,” said the so-
cial worker, “I can’t run your life,
but think about our chat and I’ll
come back in a while and check in
with you.” The fish died and an-
other extraordinary wave came and
washed his corpse back out to the
ocean. The social worker returned
and thought, self-determination
beats control of people every time.
She mentioned this story in her ap-
plication for the next funding round
from council.

grahamlong@mac.com

Christmas shopping, planning and
the gathering, travelling on con-
gested roads, the emotional ups
and down – and fallen across the
line into January and the new year!
There maybe some holiday

respite, however, for many we’re
back on deck and preparing for
looming deadlines: Book Fair, con-
certs, work, back-to-school. If
you’re feeling somewhat depleted
it’s no surprise. 
This week’s gospel (John 2:1-

11) is just the ticket. It’s the wed-
ding feast at Cana, where Jesus’
has been invited to attend with his
first five disciples. It’s the begin-
ning of his mission. His mother
Mary is present at the feast and
tells Jesus that the wine has run
out – a shameful matter for the
bridal party with loss of face
within their village. Jesus responds
formally ‘Madam, why do you in-
volve me? My time has not come’.

Mary tells the servants to do
whatever Jesus tells them to do.
This is a fascinating exchange; it
signals a transition in mother and
son relationship, and reveals the
shift taking place. The servants fill
the huge empty water vessels full
to the brim with water. A sample of
this water is taken to the chief
steward, he tastes an excellent
wine and compliments the bride-
groom on presenting wine so won-
derful; by this time in the feast the
cheap wine would have been of-
fered. 
This is a message for us, today.

If you’re feeling exhausted, flat,
stuck, troubled or simply over it
all: take your empty and tired ves-
sel to Jesus, in prayer, and ask to
be replenished with his excellent
wine of love and compassion. Not

just a top up, but replenished to
overflowing and with the best there
is, not just any old wine. If you’re
stuck for words, there is always the
Lord’s Prayer which he gave us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin

against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

—  * — * — * —
This coming Sunday 19th Janu-

ary, come and join us for Holy
Communion service, 10am with
Rev’d Gayle Mills at St Andrew’s
Anglican Church, 47 Elrington St,
Braidwood. Rev’d Gayle is an AFP
(Australian Federal Police) chap-
lain; we look forward to welcom-
ing her to Braidwood. 
The service is followed by a

warming cuppa and chat. Also the
Braidwood community Book Fair
will be open from Thursday 23rd
to Monday 27th January at the Na-
tional Theatre. 
Please withhold any further do-

nations, until February. If you
would like to volunteer during the
Book Fair (and help is always
greatly appreciated!) please con-
tact Ros Bulloch: 0437 895 276. 
For up-to-date information about

services and parish events, please
follow the Anglican Parish of
Braidwood Facebook page. And,
Braidwood Concert Series cele-
brates its 10th anniversary of
bringing high-quality live classical
and jazz music to Braidwood,
launching its first concert for 2025
on Saturday 1st February with
classical guitarist, Tommaso
Girotto.
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Anglican Parish of Braidwood

Overflowing replenishment!
Phew! We’ve survived Decem-
ber – school holidays, end of year
parties, family and friends visiting,

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Wedding at Cana, at the Visitation
Church in Ein Kerem.

Braidwood Concert Series is cele-
brating its 10th anniversary! Come
and join us for an exciting 2025
Summer/Autumn program with
four fantastic concerts by exciting,
virtuosic ensembles.  

Support fabulously talented Aus-
tralian musicians through live per-
formances in intimate and
acoustically beautiful settings.
Braidwood Concert Series is a not-
for-profit, small volunteer group of
music enthusiasts who wish to sup-
port musicians and live music of the
highest quality and share this with
people in the Braidwood and Vil-
lages region and beyond. 

The series kicks off on Saturday
1st February with a wonderful clas-
sical guitar concert by Tommaso
Girotto. Tommaso performed in
Braidwood with FONIX ensemble
in 2021 - one of those rare concerts
that wasn’t COVID cancelled! His
superb technique was already evi-
dent then. Now he returns to Aus-
tralia after years performing and
studying in Europe with some ex-
ceptional classical guitar masters.
In 2021, Tommaso was accepted
into the Accademia Chigiana Sum-
mer Academy where he studied
with the late renowned guitarist,
Oscar Ghiglia. He then studied
under the tuition of Lukasz
Kuropaczewski at his International
Guitar Workshops in Poland in
2022 and 2023. Tommaso com-
pleted a Master of Music at the
Hochschule für Musik und Tanz -
Köln under Goran Krivokapić. He
has been a placed finalist in inter-
national guitar competitions, such
as the Istanbul Classical Guitar
Competition and the Adelaide Inter-
national Classical Guitar. Come and
experience this wonderful musician
before he heads back to Europe.

—  * — * — * —
One of the most versatile and dy-

namic ensembles working in Aus-
tralia today, Phoenix Collective are
known for their eclectic and adven-
turous programming, effortlessly
interweaving string quartet classics
with contemporary and popular
genres. This quartet has been on the
Braidwood Concert Series radar for
a couple of years now and we’re so
delighted that they are coming to
perform in Braidwood on Sunday
23rd February. The sound quality of
Phoenix Collective has been upped
recently with the purchase of a spe-
cial violin that artistic director Dan
Russell acquired while in England,
a Carlo Antonio Testore violin from

BRAIDWOOD        
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Answers to Quiz on page 15: 1. 64; 2. Britain; 3. 100;
4. Ash Gardner; 5. Penny Wong; 6. The Young family home;
7. 2; 8. Palisades; 9. Jannik Sinner; 10. Canada

Braidwood FM is looking 
for presenters!

If you have a love of music or an 
interest in local current affairs,  

becoming a radio presenter could 
be for you!

 
 

Different days and time slots 
available for ages 16 and up.
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c1730 in all its glory. This will be
an absolute treat and not to be
missed! For their Braidwood debut,
Phoenix Collective presents a char-
acteristically diverse program fea-
turing quintessential chamber
music masterpieces combined with
classics of the future. The timeless
beauty of Mozart’s String Quartet
no 4 and Shostakovich’s powerful
String Quartet no 3 find their match
in a commission from Australian
up-and-comer Emma Greenhill and
the effervescent music of rockstar
Italian cellist, Giovanni Sollima.

—  * — * — * —
If you’d like to know more or

would like to join our mailing list
for regular updates, please email the
concert co-ordinator: artwork123
@icloud.com. Both Tommaso
Girotto and Phoenix Collective
concert tickets are available online
through Humanitix and you can al-
ways find the details on our face-
book page: Braidwood Concert
Series News, with ticket links.
Tickets for all concerts will also be
on sale at the door on the day of the
concert 30 minutes prior to the start
of each event. The concerts in Feb-
ruary and April will be held in the
historic church of St Andrew’s An-
glican Church which has excellent
acoustics.

—  * — * — * —
Our third concert is from the

wonderful vocal ensemble Lumi-
nescence Chamber Singers per-
forming Gesualdo’s Tenebrae on
Saturday 22nd March. Each per-
formance by this group exceeds ex-
pectations. They are a national
treasure and under the baton of
Roland Peelman have excelled and
they seem to have a real affinity
with Braidwood audiences. More

than 400 years later, the music of
Carlo Gesualdo still seems strik-
ingly avant-garde. Composed for
his own private use during his final
years, and likely unheard during his
lifetime, Gesualdo’s Tenebrae Re-
sponsories are of unmatched inten-
sity. This is music at the end of an
epoch; at once steeped in and a rad-
ically unsettling subversion of the
traditions of the sixteenth century.
This will be a treasured experience. 

—  * — * — * —
And our fourth and final concert

in this program will be Two if by
Sea, our famous locals Rachel
Johnston and Trent Arkleysmith on
Sunday 13th April, with what
promises to be an enticing perform-
ance. Trent and Rachel formed Two
if by Sea in 2016 and have been
captivating audiences ever since
with their mix of original and tradi-
tional tunes drawn from Celtic,
Scandinavian, American and East-
ern European styles, performed in
the warm colours of guitar, man-
dolins, cellos and voice. In this
Braidwood recital, the duo return
by popular demand to the instru-
ment they both hold dearest to their
hearts and perform a special edi-
tion, cello-only program of reper-
toire old and new. Come along for
an afternoon of beautiful harmonies
and rollicking good spirits, and re-
member the only thing better than
the sound of a cello is the sound of
TWO cellos!

—  * — * — * —
Come and celebrate fabulous live

music in intimate venues with beau-
tiful acoustics here in Braidwood!

—  * — * — * —
February 1st Saturday, 3pm

Tommaso Girotto, classical guitar,
St Andrew’s Anglican  Church, 47
Elrington St, Braidwood

February 23rd Sunday, 3pm
Phoenix Collective, St Andrew’s
Anglican Church, 47 Elrington St,
Braidwood

March 22nd Saturday, 3pm  Lu-
minescence Chamber Singers per-
form Gesualdo Tenebrae,
Braidwood Uniting Church, 68
Monkittee St, Braidwood

April 13th Sunday, 3pm  Two if
by Sea cello duo Rachel Johnston
and Trent Arkleysmith, St Andrew’s
Anglican  Church, 47 Elrington St,
Braidwood.

     CONCERT SERIES Anne Sanders 
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HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE Laura Moriarty

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

5:30pm for a shared meal to com-
mence at 6, and the first film of the
year will screen at 7pm. The first
offering of the year is the 1949 clas-
sic comedy Whisky Galore! Direc-
tor Alexander Mackendrick’s
brilliant and deservedly fondly re-
membered 1949 Ealing Studios
classic comedy about the alcohol-
deprived folks on a Scottish Outer
Hebrides island called Todday in
World War II faced with the temp-
tation of a ship’s wrecked cargo of
fine export whisky lying sunk in
their bay. The devious Scottish is-
landers have to run the gamut of
Home Guard captain Paul Waggett
(Basil Radford) and his mobilised
customs and excise men to try to
grab the Scotch and plunder 50,000
cases of whisky from the stranded
ship.

—  * — * — * —
Kickstart your creativity with

Penny Hanley’s Writing with a
Writer Workshop! Expressions of
interest are being highly sought-
after for this amazing eight-week
workshop to be run over eight
Thursdays in February and March
at BRAG from 6pm to 8pm each
week. Please call Penny on 0410
506 451 and register today! $200
for members of BRAG, and $240
for non-members.

—  * — * — * —
The Braidwood and District

Education Foundation annual
presentation evening will be on Fri-
day, 31st January with recipients to
arrive at 6:30pm and the presenta-
tion will begin at 7:30pm. This will
be held at the Braidwood Service-
men’s Club, with a light supper to
follow. Please RSVP to cefbraid-
wooddistrict@gmail.com by 20th
January.

—  * — * — * —
The Braidwood Library are

hosting a family movie session on
Friday, 24th January from 2pm.
Book your tickets here:
https://events.humanitix.com/fam-
ily-movie-at-braidwood-library-
4v456bu3

—  * — * — * —
The Australia Day Awards Cer-

emony will be held at the Braid-
wood Servicemen’s Club from
10am on Australia Day. Three local
residents will speak.

—  * — * — * —
Bottomless Brunch at Trooper’s

Rest is on Australia Day from 9am-
11:30am. Tickets: $65: All-you-
can-eat breakfast • $105:
All-you-can-eat AND drink!
Live Music All Day
• 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM: Richard

Lawson
• 3:00 PM – 7:00 PM: The Fa-

mous Snakebite Brothers (Bill Wa-
terhouse & Ralph Pride)

To book, please go here:
https://www.troopersrest.au/prod
ucts/bottomless-bruch-ticket

—  * — * — * —
The Bombay Trail Riders

(ATHRA) have our first ride for
2025 coming up on Sunday, 19th
January.

Our ride location is at Barlijaan,
just out of Braidwood and will pro-
vide us with a 15km ride over un-
dulating farmland and bush trails.
We will be stopping for lunch and a
swim in the Mongarlowe River, so
feel free to bring your swimmers
along. Also be sure to bring your
lunch, a drink and a lead rope and
halter. A $2.00 ride donation is re-
quired, and riders MUST BE finan-
cial ATHRA members.

For more information or to book
in with our ride coordinator, please
call Jill on 0448 001 278 before
Thursday, 16th January.

AGM Notices
The Braidwood Film ClubAGM
will be on Saturday, 18th January
at 4:30pm sharp in the National
Theatre.

At BRAG
Snuggle n Sing is on from 9:30 -
10:30 am during the school term
on Thursdays. For further informa-
tion, please contact Theresa Pen-
gelly at pengellyte@gmail.com

—  * — * — * —
Christina Carroll runs yoga

classes on Monday afternoons

Happy new year to my dear read-
ers. Hopefully you’ve rested and
recovered from the silly season
and are now fully ready for the
deep plunge into 2025. 

It’s actually pretty hard to believe
we’re in 2025. Where is the marvel-
lous future shows like The Jetsons
promised us? Instead, artificial in-
telligence marches on apace, and
the spectre of another Trump ad-
ministration looms over us. But,
that being said, let’s find out what’s
happening in our glorious little
town this fortnight!

Concerts and Gigs
At the Commercial, the music is
popping off this weekend, with
two nights of live music. We have
Secret Agents playing on Saturday
night from 8pm and on Sunday
night we have Leisa Keen playing
from 8pm. 

—  * — * — * —
The legendary Keith Potger is in

conversation with Athol Guy on
Wednesday, 22nd January at the
Servicemen’s Club from 7pm on-
wards! Reminiscing about six
decades of music, friendship, and
fun times. As founding members of
The Seekers, they travelled the
world and shared experiences that
were sometimes comical and some-
times outrageous but always har-
monious and unique, bringing
enjoyment to millions of fans
around the world. Share this meet-
ing of these two best friends in this
unique conversation. In addition,
Athol and Keith will pay tribute to
their dear friend and “little sister”
Judith Durham in an audio-visual
presentation. This is a show not to
miss, as Keith is a master of his
craft. For tickets, please look here:
https://circlemusic.iwannaticket.co
m.au/event/athol-guy-keith-potger-
in-conversation-MzI1Njc

—  * — * — * —
At the Braidwood Old Sunday

School Hall on 31st January from
6pm, we have the legendary psy-
chedelic-folk singer/songwriter
Howard Eynon. For this Braid-
wood performance, Howard will be
presenting his new ‘How Would I
Know’ Show, which he describes
here in his own words: “The ‘How
Would I Know’ Show is about more
than music—it’s about connecting
on a deeper level, about the power
of love with bits of Eastern philos-
ophy and some simple truths that
life has to offer. I hope you can join

me on this new adventure. I’ll be
sharing stories from the road, the
studio, and the veggie patch. Expect
quirky tunes, heartfelt lyrics, and a
few surprises along the way and
who knows, maybe we’ll discover
some hidden gems together. Stay
tuned, and I’ll see you with love
and music, Howard”. He will have
the amazing Lily Morris and Jordan
Ireland performing with him, so
you won’t want to miss this.

Tickets are available for purchase
on Humanitix: https://events.hu
manitix.com/howard-eynon-w-jor
dan-ireland-and-lily-morris

Markets
The Braidwood Farmer’s Mar-
ket is on Saturday, 18th January
from 8:30am in the National The-
atre.

—  * — * — * —
The Ryrie Park Markets are on

Saturday, 25th January from 8am in
Ryrie Park. 

Community Gatherings
The legendary Braidwood Book
Fair is back this year! Held over
five days at the Braidwood Na-
tional Theatre, it commences on
23rd January until the 27th January
with doors opening each day from
9am to 4pm.

—  * — * — * —
Christina’s monthly yoga retreat

is coming up this Friday, 17th Jan-
uary from 5:30 pm. 

We all know you can’t pour from
an empty cup. Refill yours with this
evening yoga workshop to replen-
ish your reserves.
What you can expect:
Nurturing movement
Nourishing breathwork
Self-care exploration
Guided Relaxation – yoga nidra
Wholesome dinner
Practical take-away tools de-

signed to help replenish you emo-
tionally and physically.

We cannot give when we are
empty. Take this opportunity to re-
plenish yourself, fill up, so you can
give from the overflow.

2.5 hours $45 BRAG – Braid-
wood Regional Arts Centre

For more information call
Christina on 0414 385 051

https://yogaforprana.com.au/prod
uct/replenish-braidwood/

—  * — * — * —
The Braidwood Film Club’s

first gathering of the year is on Sat-
urday, 18th January. Please arrive at
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from 4pm to 5:15pm.  Please get in
contact with Christina if you wish
to attend on 0414 385 051.

—  * — * — * —
Songlarks is 9:30-11:10 on Fri-

days. It is a short music class for
pre-school age children, including
infants from about six months old.
Please email Nadia McLeish at na-
diamcleish1@gmail.com for fur-
ther details.

—  * — * — * —
Life Drawing runs on the last

Saturday of every month.
—  * — * — * —

Christina has pilates classes.
Tuesdays at 9am, Thursdays at
9am.

—  * — * — * —
Aikido is on during the school

term on Wednesday afternoons, but
please contact Matthew Hulse for
further details on 0438 648 864. 

At the Club
Happy Hour is on at the Club

for members every Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday
from 5pm to 6pm. Members get
20% off their drinks until 2025.
Tuesdays 
Tai Chi - 10.00 am

—  * — * — * —
Bridge – 1.00 pm - new players

welcome, contact Olive Royds
4842 1732 or Rose Ribbons 0421
939 151 for more information.
Free to play. 

—  * — * — * —
Canasta – 11am. Contact the

Club for more information
—  * — * — * —

Squash Comp – Evenings -
School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information. 

Wednesdays
Social Bowls – 12.45 pm to

begin playing at 1.00pm 
—  * — * — * —

Trivia – 2nd Wednesday of
every month. 6.30pm to begin
playing at 7.00 pm. $5 to play. 

—  * — * — * —
Squash Comp – Evenings -

School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information.

—  * — * — * —
Tango – 5.30 pm Tango Les-

sons, Contact Erika Mordek 0432
687255 for more information.

Thursdays
Golf Club’s Chook Run –

Thursday Afternoon

Fridays
Tai Chi – 10.00 am.

—  * — * — * —
Friday Raffles – Every Friday

Night, Raffle Tickets on Sale at
6.00 pm, Raffle drawn at 7.30 pm.

—  * — * — * —
Members Draw – The Mem-

bers Draw will be drawn any time
between 7-9 pm and will jackpot
up to a possible $5,000.

—  * — * — * —
Members Happy Hour – 6-

7pm weekly
—  * — * — * —

Line Dancing – 7.15 pm, Social
Line Dancing. Contact Maureen
Robertson 0413 795 630 for more
information.

Saturdays
Golf Comp – 12.00 pm - 4.30

pm 

Sundays
Movement for Mobility – 11.00

am - 12.00 pm. Contact Erika
Mordek 0432 687 255 for info.

—  * — * — * —
Social Bowls – 12.45 pm to

begin playing at 1.00 pm.
—  * — * — * —

Poker – 2.30 pm to begin play-
ing at 3.00 pm. First Sunday of the
Month.

—  * — * — * —
Darts Competition – 4:30pm

for a 5pm start every Sunday.

Other Organisations
Bootcamp PT sessions are being
run at the Servicemen’s club right
through the Christmas period,
commencing on Wednesday, 18th
December at 5:30am. The next one
will be on 24th December at 6am.
Free for RSL sub-branch members,
$5 for everyone else.

—  * — * — * —
Down to FlowYoga Classes are

run every first and third Saturday
of the month out at the Araluen
Federal Hall from 8:30-10am and
every second and fourth Saturday
of the month at the Old Sunday
School Hall in Braidwood from
9:30-11am. Gold coin donation,
bring a mat, cushion, blanket,
drink bottle, and a friend.

—  * — * — * —
Out at the showgrounds there is

a new martial arts dojo in town that
was previously at BRAG. 

—  * — * — * —
The Braidwood Garden Club

runs garden visits usually on 2nd
Thursday of each month. This is
flexible and is subject to change,
depending on the availability of
public and private gardens. Infor-
mation available on www.braid-
woodgardenclub.org

—  * — * — * —
Parkrun is on every Saturday at

the Braidwood Showgrounds from
8am unless otherwise noted.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Motor Clubmeet at

the Club on the second Thursday
of the month at 7pm—for further
information, you can contact Steve
Scaife on 02 4842 1664.

—  * — * — * —
The View Clubmeet at the Club

on the first Thursday of the month
at 6:30pm—for further informa-
tion, please contact Roslyn on
0437 895 276.

—  * — * — * —
The Fishing Club meet at the

Club on the first Wednesday of the
month at 7:30pm.

—  * — * — * —
The Royal Mail’s weekly

chocolate wheel is on as always, as
are their Happy Hours on Monday
through Wednesday nights

—  * — * — * —
The Royal Mail also have Joker

Poker on Wednesday nights with
all proceeds going to Apex, as well
as seafood tray raffles on Friday
nights—proceeds to the Redbacks,
and Thursday night meat raffles
with all monies going to the Lions
Club.

—  * — * — * —
The St Vincent DePaul Society

meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to 1pm.

—  * — * — * —
Crafty or Not group meet every

Thursday morning at the Anglican
Parish Centre behind the Anglican
Church on Elrington St from 11am

to 12pm. All are welcome.
—  * — * — * —

Braidwood Quilters and Tex-
tiles meet every Tuesday and Sat-
urday down at the Scout Hall from
10am onwards.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Health Walking

Group meets every Wednesday
morning at 8:30 am at Ryrie Park.
For further information, please
contact Trish Sargeson on 0438
768 539.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Scouts are on every

Thursday throughout the school
terms.
Please contact Mal Campbell at

malcolm.campbell@nsw.scouts.or
g.au for further details.

—  * — * — * —
Fit for Lifemeet every Monday

and Wednesday morning from
7:30-8:30 am at Braidwood Cen-
tral School. Breakfast is provided
after an active workout. 

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Pistol and Target

Shooting Club invite new mem-
bers to join. They offer introduc-
tory shoots and club pistols for
anyone who would like to experi-
ence pistol shooting. If you are in-
terested, please contact
braidwoodpandtsc@gmail.com for
further information.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Social Dancing has

a new schedule. Sundays 12:30-
4pm at the Club. $20 casual or
pay-per-term. www.braidwoodso-
cialdancing.au or Facebook for de-
tails, or call Carolyn 0438 223 247.



A wet Saturday afternoon curtailed
the weekly golf competition last
Saturday with only 10 men and
five women taking to the course to
contest the Don Burke and Robin
Tennant Wood trophies respec-
tively.

The men decided to defer the
Don Burke trophy to another day
and played a single stableford in-
stead, with several of the players
withdrawing from play, while the
women played a nine-hole compe-
tition rather than 18.
Results: 
Men
Winner: Steve Glenday (36 points)
Runner Up: Ted Emmett (35 points)
Ball Comp: Keith Ferguson (29

points)
Roger Hovey (18 points)
Men’s NTP 8 th /17 th : Allan Wal-

Coming events:
Saturday, 18 January Committee

meeting 10.30am
Men’s single stableford for the

Andrew Clark Trophy
Women’s single stableford for the

Jackie Clark Trophy
Saturday, 25 January Medley

Ambrose for the Nomchong
Electrics Trophy

Sunday, 26 January Australia
Day

Saturday, 1 February Men’s and
Women’s Monthly Medal stroke
event

Saturday, 8 February Men’s sin-
gle stableford for the Billy Lang
Trophy

Women’s single stableford for the
Braidwood Chemist Trophy

Saturday, 15 February Commit-
tee meeting 10.30am

cott
Women:
Winner: Margy Gardner (19 points)
Runner Up: Donna Kuhn (16

points)
Ball Comp: Virginia Groot Obbink

(15 points)
Members are reminded that the

2025 membership fees for the Ser-
vicemen’s Club and Golf Club are
now due, and must be paid by 31
January to ensure you are a finan-
cial member with a GolfLink hand-
icap. 

The fees are $20 for the Service-
men’s Club, and $330 for the Golf
Club, and can be paid over the bar
or online.

As of 1 January 2025, the waiv-
ing of fees for members playing so-
cial golf has ended. Please make
sure you pay for your game when-
ever you play.

Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,
43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram
Contributions are always welcome.

STOP PRESS

AROUND
THE SUN
AGAIN

GOLF NEWS

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council are looking for represen-
tatives from the community to be
part of our Advisory Committees.
These committees help provide

advice to Council on environmen-
tal issues, public art, community
facilities, sport and heritage. Mem-
bers share their experiences and
views to help influence decisions
that impact communities where
they live and work.

We are looking for members to
join the:
• Access Committee 
• Arts and Cultural Development

Advisory Committee 
• Flood Risk Management Commit-

tees – Bungendore, Braidwood
and Queanbeyan

• Heritage Advisory Committee
• Queanbeyan Showground Advi-

sory Committee 
• Queanbeyan Sporting Gallery

Committee 

Join an Advisory Committee in 2025!
QPRC media

We’re not all banks.

Our Complete Home Loan o!ers 100% o!set on fixed and variable
home loans. Which means you could own your home sooner.

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Community Bank Braidwood - 02 4842 1700
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• Sports Council 
• Sustainability and Climate Change

Advisory Committee
• Youth Advisory Committee 

Learn more and apply to join a
committee by Monday 24 Febru-
ary.
Read the Terms of Reference for

each of these committees at:
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/advisory-

committee

STARS FOR 2025
Overview
January starts with cautious opti-
mism for the first twenty days
and then plunges into nail-biting
unknown  territory. Will Green-
land become Frackland? Will the
U.S. banknotes now read, ‘In
God We Trusk’? Will Australia be
forced to rip up its AUKUS deal,
known as the ‘sub-servience’, to
protect Greenland from a not-
too-near belligerent, energy-hun-
gry superpower? “Our Queen
Mary has already had to aban-
don one cold desolate island and
we’ll be blowed if she’s going to
lose another,” boomed Walter
Wirraway, Minister for Makeshift
Materiel.

Acurious
Are you lying awake at night
aching with worry about the fu-
ture of humankind. Seek profes-
sional help which, if it’s honest,
will reassure you that your fears
are entirely well-founded.

Pikelets
But for you it’s devil-may-care.
You only live once no matter how
miserable is the weather becom-
ing. Distract yourself. Buy a new
lounge suite and a bigger TV.

Airy-fairy
The full moon falls on your nega-
tively-geared fourth house and
the bleating of the tenants crying
poor is drowned out by the erotic
‘thrum, thrum’ of the new car.

Tautologous
You could upgrade to an iPhone
16 or a Galaxy S24, but why
bother? The photos will still be
mostly of your cat, the Farcebook
posts will be as trite as ever and
as for ‘X’, you’d be better off hit-
ting your head with a brick.

Andfortherestofus
That’s the bit we can control. Of
course it is a worry that a lunatic
is now running the United States
Asylum but we’ll have to grin and
bear that. After all, they did get
the ‘best’ government that money
could buy. And as we watch un-
restrained wealth go on the ram-
page overseas, we might well
remember that our government,
frail as it sometimes seems, is far
better than that alternative.


