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COMING WEATHER BRAIDWOOD’SChance 
Temp Min Max rain
Wed -1° 13° 25%
Thur: -1° 13° 5%
Fri: 1° 14° 10%
Sat: 4° 12° 25%
Sun: -2° 11° 25%
Mon: 0° 11° 15%
Tue: 1° 10° 20%

10 Coghill Street, Braidwood
3 bed 2 bath 2 car

Funky Brand New Home!
For sale $765,000

1039 Euradux  Road, Larbert
3 bed 1 bath  3 car 

Modern Comfort Meets Off-Grid Living with Creek
For sale $1,295,000

PHONE KELLY ALLEN,
ASHLEY WILLIAMS OR
SUZANNE CARTER
ON 4842 1029
78 WALLACE ST BRAIDWOOD

... continued on page 2

Robin Tennant Wood
Braidwood teenager, Patrick
Clark, became Australia’s newest
world champion at the World
Youth Skyrunning Championships
in Italy last week.
Competing in the Youth A Divi-

sion of the Gran Sasso Vertical
Kilometre event, Patrick edged out
Ekain Fernandez of Spain and
Sweden’s Aron Lundqvist to take
the gold medal.
Skyrunning is defined by the In-

ternational Skyrunning Federation
as “running in the mountains above
2,000m altitude where the climb-
ing difficulty does not exceed II°
[Grade 2 degree of difficulty] and
the incline is over 30%.” To put
that in context, the highest point in
Australia, the top of Mt Kos -
cuiszko, is 2,228 metres elevation.
The race that Patrick won com-
prised a 3.8 km run with 1,033m
vertical climb ending at 2,533 me-
tres elevation.
Patrick, 16, started running in

the Braidwood Parkrun about six
years ago and took to the sport im-
mediately. “I really loved it from
the start and I’m pretty good at it,”
he told the Changing Times,
adding that he trained for the
Skyrunning event mostly on the
trails in national parks around
Braidwood. 
While he said he was a bit con-

cerned about the altitude before
going over to Italy, he didn’t find

Patrick
Clark
on top
of the
world



A severe algal bloom off the coast
of South Australia is causing con-
cern among marine scientists, fish-
ers and tourism operators.

The algal bloom has been caused
by a combination of higher water
temperatures, described as a “ma-
rine heatwave” and nutrient-rich
waters caused by the outfall of
floodwaters from the Murray-Dar-
ling system. 

While floods are not an uncom-
mon occurrence in Australia, the
phenomenon of a marine heatwave
persisting through winter is un-
precedented according to scientists,
and one with long-term conse-
quences for the coastal environment
and economy.

The federal government has, as
always, addressed the environmen-
tal impact by throwing money at the
problem. It has committed $14 mil-
lion to support businesses and in-

worst coral bleaching event ever
recorded on the Great Barrier Reef,
with an average of almost 40%
coral loss over the entire reef and up
to 70% in some areas. 

The coral bleaching at the north
end of the country and the algal
bloom at the southern end are re-
lated and must be addressed in the
whole context of marine ecosystem
health. They must also be addressed
in the context of how the marine
ecosystem affects our coastal
ecosystems and communities.
Everything is connected.

Throwing money at environmen-
tal problems is a standard response
of governments in this country. Ad-
dressing the symptom – in the case
of the algal bloom, reduced or loss
of income for the fishing and
tourism industries – is a good start,
but without decisive action to ad-
dress the cause it will happen re-
peatedly and with increasing
frequency. This means the govern-
ment is on an exponentially grow-
ing spending trajectory simply
assisting affected businesses and in-
dustries instead of investing in re-
ducing emissions, clean energy and
funding the research that can in-

form directions for sustainable de-
velopment. 

Federal Environment Minister,
Murray Watt, has apologised for the
slowness of the government’s re-
sponse to what has now developed
into a crisis situation in South Aus-
tralia (one can’t help but cynically
wonder if it would have taken as
long had the algal bloom been on
Bondi Beach or Surfers Paradise),
and acknowledged the underlying
cause due to climate change. 

Meanwhile, however, Australia
remains well behind on meeting its
obligations under the Paris Agree-
ment of a 43% net reduction in
emissions by 2030 and net zero by
2050, and the same minister who is
wringing his hands over the South
Australian algal bloom and coral
bleaching currently has a total of 25
applications for new coal mines on
his desk awaiting approval. 

We can only hope that in consid-
ering these applications, Mr Watt
remembers that in order to flourish,
a healthy economy needs a healthy
environment. 

The current situation in South
Australia is the canary in the marine
coalmine.
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dustries impacted by the algal
bloom, an amount being matched
by the South Australian govern-
ment. While this will assist the peo-
ple whose livelihoods are being put
at risk, it does nothing to address
the cause or the ongoing conse-
quences of climate change.

This algal bloom was first re-
ported in March off the Fleurieu
Peninsula. It now covers an area of
around 4,500 square kilometres –
about twice the size of the ACT –
and includes the St Vincent Gulf,
Port River, West Lakes, Kangaroo
Island, southern Yorke Peninsula,
and the Coorong. Dead fish and
other marine life, and illness among
swimmers and beachgoers have
been extensively reported. Yet, it
has taken the federal government
until now to act in any way. 

Last week the Australian Institute
of Marine Science reported the

EDITORIAL Robin Tennant Wood

TREE and BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Marine health affects
all of us

it a problem when he got there, at-
tributing his accomplishment to the
“hilly tracks around Braidwood.”
Two days after taking the gold in

the Vertical Kilometre, Patrick

Patrick on top of the world
... continued from page 1

competed in the nine kilometre
(850m vertical climb) event.
He said that he’s hoping to return

to compete in the next Skyrunning
championship.

Patrick on the podium in Italy.



At its AGM last week, the s355
committee for the Braidwood Com-
mon elected a new committee to
progress the work already com-

work over the past twelve months
and also the representation from
Crs Katrina Willis, John Preston
and Bill Waterhouse. 

Cr Katrina Willis, one of the
council representatives on the com-
mittee, presided over the election of
the new committee, with Annie
Duke taking over as President. Also
elected was Jill Kuchel as Vice-
President, Robin Tennant Wood as

Secretary and Freya Job as Treas-
urer. Ben Gleeson, Jo Felstead,
Judy Knowles and Maria Bakas are
committee members.

The meeting recorded with
thanks Cr Willis’ donation of one of
the benches made by the Men’s
Shed from timbers salvaged from
the old Jembaicumbene Bridge, for
the end of the walking trail at the
creek confluence.
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pleted and set the stage for the next
chapter in the project.

Outgoing president, Ben Gleeson
thanked the committee for their

New committee for
Braidwood Common 
Robin Tennant Wood

After another hugely successful
season, the Braidwood Swimming
Club is calling out to the commu-
nity, especially to those with a
background in swimming, to dive
in and help steer the club into its
next chapter.
With over 70 members and a

thriving Monday night program,
the Club has become a much-loved
part of Braidwood’s summer cal-
endar. But to keep the momentum
going and build on recent achieve-
ments, the Club is now seeking
new committee members, particu-
larly those with swimming knowl-
edge who can support coaching
and mentoring at weekly Club
Nights.
“We have had a few great sea-

sons,” says Susi Pluess, Club Sec-
retary, “but we are at a point where
we really need fresh hands in the
water, especially people who know
their way around a tumble turn!”

What we are looking for:
• Swimmers, coaches, or anyone

with strong swimming knowl-
edge who can offer stroke correc-
tion, racing tips, or help lead
training.

• General committee members
who want to support a fun, family-
focused local club and are willing
to take over responsibilities (like
the treasurer role or timekeeping
on club nights).
With the support of our local

community, the Club is hoping to
run additional training sessions,
but we need the people to help de-
liver them. The core commitment
is Monday nights from 5pm, from
mid-November to mid-March, plus
optional training afternoons de-
pending on availability.
“If you are someone who grew

up swimming competitively, used
to coach, or simply loves the sport
and wants to give back to the com-
munity, we’d love to hear from
you,” says Emily Ryan, President.
“It’s an incredibly rewarding way
to make a difference locally.”
The club is proudly volunteer-

run and supported by generous
sponsors and parents. With strong
interest from local families and a

growing awareness of the impor-
tance of swim safety, Braidwood
Swimming Club is more relevant
than ever.
For more information email

braidwoodswimclub@gmail.com
and help keep our community
swimming strong.

Braidwood Swimming Club seeks swim-savvy
volunteers to keep the momentum flowing

The new Braidwood Common s355 Committee: L-R Cr Katrina Willis, Jo Felstead, Freya Job, Judy Knowles, Robin Tennant Wood, Annie Duke, Ben Gleeson
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The Variety B-to-B Bash is on again and one
of the participating vehicles paid a visit to
Braidwood en route to the starting line.
This year’s Bash commenced in Bomaderry

on 3 August, and over 10 days the 80 partici-
pating vehicles travel 3,600 kilometres to
Blacktown in Sydney via Adelaide. 
Trevor Green and his co-driver, Rhys,

brought their decorated 1980 model Mercedes
to Braidwood for a quick visit on a very wet
Saturday 2 August before heading to Bo-
maderry for the start of this year’s fund-raising
rally.
The Variety NSW B-to-B Bash has been rais-

ing money to support children experiencing dis-
advantage, illness or who live with a disability
for over 40 years, always beginning and ending
at a place beginning with a B. 
Trevor Green told the Changing Times that

the 2025 Bash is his 11th and Rhys’ 6th. They
both originally got into it for a bit of fun and
because it supports a good cause. 

“We visit a lot of schools along the way,”
Trevor said. “Some of them are really remote
schools with only a handful of kids, and they
just love getting to see the cars. A lot of these
remote schools directly benefit from the funds
raised and it’s great to see how the money can
improve the facilities and equipment these
schools have.”
Over the years, the B-to-B Bash has provided

remote schools with computers, bikes, 3-D
printers, science and technology equipment and
sports equipment.

The vehicles participating in the Bash must
be 2WD and more than 25 years old. They need
to be equipped with sump guards and transmis-
sion guards, reinforced shock absorbers and nu-
merous other structural safety measures, as well
as fire extinguishers, two spare tyres, UHF ra-
dios, safety lights and the capacity to carry
extra fuel. All participants must also have a
Working With Children card.
While a mobile mechanic team travels with

the Bash, it’s obviously an advantage for driv-
ers to have some basic mechanical knowledge
so that in the event of a breakdown, they can
get back on the road as quickly as possible.
Trevor said that some cars are decorated with

a theme, but he has opted to display the logo of
his sponsor, Reds Global, a crane hire company
on the Central Coast, on the bonnet. 
One of the big advantages that the Variety

Bash has in terms of raising money, is that the
event is almost entirely managed and run by
volunteers. Trevor said that there are only two
paid staff members on the organising team,
everyone else is a volunteer, meaning that the
overheads are kept low and most of the money
raised goes to where it is needed.
Participants in the Bash, as well as wanting

to raise money for disadvantaged kids, must
also obviously have a love of driving and ad-
venture. Trevor said one of the best Bashes he’s
done was from Bankstown to Bunbury in
south-west WA. “We drove across the Nulla-
bor,” he said, “then we took a side trip up to
Broome.”
Drivers don’t get the day’s driving route until

each morning. Distances per day can range
from 300 to 600 kilometres, and quite a lot of
it can be off-road. Drivers must navigate be-
tween checkpoints, “so there’s no shortcuts,”
Rhys said.
On Day 1 of the event, the B2B convoy of

decorated cars stopped for a pitstop at the
Nerriga Pub.
Over the past 40 years, with two years off

during the Covid pandemic, the Variety B-to-B
Bash has raised over $250 million for children
in need.

Bomaderry to Blacktown … via Braidwood
Robin Tennant Wood

Trevor and Rhys with their car in Braidwood. [below] the B-to-B route.
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It can be tricky keeping track of
vaccinations, when they’re recom-
mended and when they’re due. 
We’ve put together this table to

help make it easier to know where
you’re up to. 
Covid-19, influenza and RSV

are all out in our community. This

Winter, Covid-19 has remained
stable, but influenza is at an all-
time high and still increasing. If
you haven’t had your 2025 in-
fluenza vaccination, it is not too
late. Vaccination is the best protec-
tion for you, your family & your
community. 

Shingles is an incredibly debili-
tating infection. Whilst shingles it-
self isn’t contagious, you can
contract chickenpox from an active
shingles infection and care should
always be taken if you have an ac-
tive infection, or you’ve been
around someone with an active in-
fection. 
All four vaccines are available

without a prescription or appoint-

ment at Capital Chemist Braid-
wood. There are different eligibil-
ity criteria for each vaccine, which
are listed in the table below. Unfor-
tunately, at this stage, the RSV vac-
cine is only subsidised for pregnant
women (& infants in some states).
Hopefully we will see this ex-
panded to include the older popu-
lation in the near future. 
If you have any questions about

vaccinations or eligibility, please
speak to our team in-store or give
us a call on 02 4842 2528. 

SERVICE SPOTLIGHT

Flu Vaccination

ASK our pharmacist
today about your 
flu shot 
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Influenza cases are
on the rise

Influenza is a highly contagious viral infection
that is responsible for major outbreaks of
illness around the world. Unlike the common
cold, influenza can cause life-threatening illness
and dangerous complications such as
pneumonia and bronchitis.

Last week, there were over 2000 notified cases in NSW, an increase
of 25% on the week prior. The number of cases being reported each
week so far this year suggest we are in for a tough influenza season. 
An annual flu vaccination provides you the best protection against
influenza each Winter. The 2025 influenza vaccine is now available
for all age groups, and contains the 4 strains expected to be most
prevalent this Winter.
At Capital Chemist Braidwood, we provide a convenient, quick, and
easy influenza vaccination service for everyone aged 5 years and
over, in a private consultation room. We accept walk-ins Monday
through Friday, so there’s no need to book an appointment for you
and your family. 
Those aged over 65 years, pregnant women and Aboriginal & Torres
Strait Islander people are eligible or a government-funded influenza
vaccination, completely free of charge. 
Fees apply for those aged 5-64 years.
Walk-in vaccinations available Monday to Friday, or if you’d prefer
to book an appointment, visit:
www.medadvisor.com.au/Network/CapitalChemistBraidwood
We look forward to seeing you in-store!

*Covid-19 vaccination recommended every 6 months for immuno-
compromised people at increased risk from infection. 
**If you’ve had a Zostavax vaccine within the past 5 years, you

aren’t eligible for a free Shingrix vaccine. However, you can still
have this vaccine privately, provided it has been more than 12
months since your Zostavax vaccination. 

Unsure if your vaccinations are up to date?
We’re here to help. 

Vaccination Covid-19 Influenza Shingles RSV
Recommendation Over 65’s and 

immunocompromised
Everyone Over 50’s Over 60’s & pregnant

women 

Interval Every 12 months* Every 12 months One-off One-off

Last vaccination:

Due date for next:

Cost & eligibility Free; must be at least 6
months since your last
dose.

Free for over 65’s,
pregnant women, ATSI
people

Free for over 65’s**
Private for 50-64 year
olds

Free for pregnant
women. 
Private for over 60’s.
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With around 20 new babies on the
way in the Braidwood district, the
Braidwood Branch of the CWA re-
cently decided to take on a project
to help support the new mothers
and their bubs.

President of the local branch,
Margaret Shea, said that the proj-
ect entailed making some roomy
bags and putting some useful items
in them to present to the new
mums.

So far about 10 bags have been
presented to the hospital with more

CWA swings into action
in a pending baby boom
Robin Tennant Wood

being made. Mrs Shea said that the
branch was planning to make this
an ongoing project and thanked the
members who have been involved
in making the bags.

This year the Braidwood Branch
of the NSW CWA celebrates its
centenary. Formed in 2025, only
three years after the NSW Branch,
the Braidwood CWA is still going
strong. Congratulations and thanks
to all members past and present for
their support of our local commu-
nity.

CWA members, Jean Cargill and Margaret Shea, present the baby bags to Judy
Anderson, the Child, Youth and Family Healthcare Nurse at the hospital.W
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
4842 2882 or 0419 445 299



register at www.qprc.nsw.gov
.au/Arts-Trail

—  * —  * — * —
Araluen Road at Jembaicum-

bene is open to traffic again after
the approaches to the three new
bridges were sealed on Tuesday 29
July. The area remains under a re-
duced speed limit, until the final
steps including line marking are
completed. The three timber
bridges over Jembaicumbene Creek
were removed in March and have
been replaced with concrete bridges
built at a higher level and with in-
creased bridge capacity. The road
approaches have also been up-
graded. This project is proudly
funded by the NSW Government.

—  * —  * — * —
The Tantulean Creek bridge

project on Little River Road has
been progressing well. The new
bridge has been installed and we are
currently working on the ap-
proaches to the new bridge.
Weather permitting, we expect to
seal the bridge approaches in order
to open the bridge to traffic in Au-
gust. Line marking is expected at
the end of August. This project is
proudly funded by the NSW Gov-
ernment.

—  * —  * — * —
Tonight’s Council meeting is

being held in Bungendore. Items on
the agenda include women’s rugby
change rooms at Freebody Oval,
several motions to be proposed for
the LGNSW Annual Conference,
and names for parks in Googong
and naming the Bungendore Com-
munity Centre. Find the meeting
agenda and livestream link at
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Council/Co
uncil-Business/Council-meetings
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What would it mean for your
household if your red bin was col-
lected only once a fortnight? How
would a weekly collection of food
and garden organics (FOGO)
change the way you manage your
waste? 

These are the kinds of questions
we need your help to answer as we
shape our Waste Management
Strategy for the next 20 years. The
NSW Government has mandated
that by 2030, all councils must pro-
vide weekly FOGO collection —
and here in Queanbeyan-Palerang,
that could mean changes to how
often your red bin is collected. Your
feedback will help us balance con-
venience, cost, and our commu-
nity’s environmental goals. We
want to hear your thoughts, con-
cerns, and ideas so we can design a
system that works for everyone - in
our towns, villages, and rural areas
alike. This is your chance to have a
real say in how we manage waste
now and into the future. What do
you think? Have your say by Mon-
day 15 September at yourvoice
.qprc.nsw.gov.au/waste-strategy-
2025-2045

—  * —  * — * —

FROM THE QPRC MAYOR’S DESK

Kenrick Winchester QPRC mayor.

Artist and gallery registrations
for the 2025 Queanbeyan-
Palerang Arts Trail are open!  The
annual Arts Trail is an opportunity
for local artists and craftspeople to
share their work with the commu-
nity. The Arts Trail weekends are 4
and 5 October  in Braidwood, 11
and 12 October in Bungendore, and
18 and 19 October in Queanbeyan.
Artists and galleries from other lo-
calities in the region can choose
which weekend they wish to align
with. Arts Trail is always an excit-
ing time in our region and I look
forward to see what all the creatives
in our region are working on. If
you’re interested in participating as
an artist or gallery, learn more and

Demonstration at V&M during the
2024 Arts Trail.

The Braidwood and Villages Busi-
ness Chamber invites all members
and local business owners to join
us for our next Members Meet-
ing  on Wednesday, 27 August
2025, starting at 6:00 pm  at the
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club.
This meeting is designed to be

both informative and interactive,
giving attendees practical tools and
ideas they can take back to their
businesses. Throughout the
evening, we will explore key top-
ics that matter most to local opera-
tors, covering everything from
managing your finances to promot-
ing your business in the commu-
nity.
We’ll begin with an overview of

simple bookkeeping strategies, fo-
cusing on ways to stay organised
and in control of your business fi-
nances. Next, we’ll move into
business planning for tax and
wealth building, looking at how
small changes now can lead to
stronger financial outcomes in the
future.
Staffing is always an important

topic for local businesses, and

we’ll cover hiring, employment
types, and managing employee is-
sues with tips for creating a smooth
and supportive workplace. From
there, we’ll take a practical look at
modern point-of-sale systems like
Square and how they can help
streamline your operations, track
sales, and support your business
growth.
Finally, we’ll wrap up the ses-

sion with a discussion on the
power of local advertising, as well
as exploring how businesses can
use Braidwood FM to connect with
the community and reach new cus-
tomers.
This members meeting is the

perfect opportunity to learn, ask
questions, and share experiences
with other local business owners.
Whether you’re looking for practi-
cal advice, new ideas, or just a
chance to network with like-
minded people, this event is for
you.
Everyone is welcome, and light

refreshments will be provided.
For more information, Carly

0413529617.

BAVBC members’
meeting coming up
BAVBC media release
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All Small Excavations
and Infrastructure Pty Ltd

We have:
n 30 years experience in all types of

excavations and civil work
n Contract rates for: pipeline, installation of

sewer, storm water, water mains and
electrical conduit

n Hourly or long-term hire rates

n 4WD vehicle with 1.8 ton excavator
n No access too difficult
n All bucket sizes n Rock grab
n Hammer n Auger
n Stick rake n Compaction wheel

n Septic system installations including
drainage

n Road crossings and culverts
n Concrete for house slabs, shed slabs and

driveways
n Site cuts, fill and compaction

n Recommended installer of concrete sleeper
retaining walls

For a site visit and quotation call or email:

Bolj 0410 534 057   bolj@iambolj.com

B3 Plumbing “from Canberra to Batemans Bay”
Recommended installer of Puretec 

n All types of water filters
for town or tank water

n Fit outs
n Extensions
Phone Bailey
0424 352 785
or email
admin@b3plumbing.net Locally owned @ Family-operated

President Judy Hobson welcomed
18 ladies on Thursday evening 7
August.  Braidwood Services Club
as usual provided a warm atmos-
phere for us to enjoy a meal, good
company and healthy debate.
Braidwood Evening VIEW club

currently has 31 members and
tonight we welcomed new member
Debbie Paterson, congratulated
Suzanne on winning the monthly
raffle and extended a warm birth-
day wish to Vicki. Thanks also to
Gina for the tasty cake donation.
We all certainly enjoyed the treat.
Remembering the “V” in VIEW

stands for “Voice”, along with the
general business, this month we
also discussed and voted on 3 res-
olutions VIEW Clubs Australia
will consider providing financial
support and encouragement of
government bodies to support. 

The resolutions included: -
1 Addressing Loneliness and Social

Isolation. Loneliness, often hidden
beneath the surface of social inter-
actions and masked by technolog-
ical connections is an insidious
epidemic with profound implica-
tions on both our physical and
mental health.

2 National Education Standards.
Every child is entitled to access
programs and resources that will
provide them with the opportunity
to achieve their educational poten-
tial.

VIEW CLUB Vicki Walcott

3 Funding Mental Health Programs
for Children. Allocation of fund-
ing to all Primary and Secondary
Schools to enable them to employ
Mental Health professionals to be
based in each school to improve
Children’s mental health out-
comes.

It is hoped the national resolu-
tion outcomes will provide the sup-
port required to gain supportive
change in the lives of our young
children.
In lieu of an invited guest

speaker this month Gay had some
fun activities in store for us. To say
it was entertaining and very funny
was an understatement. However,
I feel what happened in these ac-
tivities should stay in the group on
this occasion. “A couple of great
activities, thanks Gay”.
VIEW clubs provide women

from all walks of life a chance to
join a supportive, social and fun
group. Come along, we’d love to
meet you. Braidwood Evening
VIEW Club meets at 6.15 pm for a
6.45 pm start on the first Thursday
of the month at the Braidwood
Services Club.  
Raffle tickets will be available at

5 for $5.00. Any donations grate-
fully received. 
For further information, please

give our President Judy Hobson a
call on 0410688273.

Vicki Walcott and Debbie Paterson admire the cake Gina gifted the members.
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“The Braidwood RSL Sub-
branch is to conduct a Vietnam War
Commemoration Service in Ryrie
Park on Monday 18th  August at
11:00 am.  The date was originally
known as Long Tan Day as it is the
anniversary of that battle.   It has
now come to be formally recog-
nized as the day on which Australia
remembers the service of all our
servicemen and women in Vietnam.

During the battle of Long Tan in
August 1966 one hundred and five
men from D Company, 6th Battal-
ion, Royal Australian Regiment
(6RAR) and three New Zealanders
from an artillery forward observa-
tion party from New Zealand’s 161
Field Battery, encountered a force
of more than 2,000 Viet Cong sol-
diers. Royal Australian Air Force
helicopters resupplied the troops on
the ground during the battle and the
1st Armoured Personnel Carrier
Squadron sent in vehicles in an at-

5 Platoon, B Coy, 7RAR coming out of action after a cordon and search of the
village of Phuoc Hai.  The photo was taken by Mike Coleridge, an Army Public
Relations photographer, who lived in Braidwood from around 2000 - 2012.

tempt to rescue the troops on the
ground.  During the battle, 17 Aus-
tralians were killed and a further 25
were wounded, one of whom later
died of wounds. This was the high-
est number of Australian casualties
incurred in any one engagement of
the Vietnam War.

The losses on the Vietnamese
side were at least 245 dead, and an
estimated 350 wounded, and three
captured.

Over 60,000 Australian men and
women served our nation through-
out the Vietnam War.  Australia lost
520 men during the war and 2396
were wounded.  Until Afghanistan,
Vietnam was our longest war.

The Braidwood RSL remembers
the service of all Australians in
Vietnam, especially those from
Braidwood.  All are welcome.  

Any enquiries may be directed to
the President of the RSL, Bruce
Keeley.”

Vietnam War Commemoration
Service in Ryrie Park
Bruce Keeley

News trivia
Have you been
paying attention?

n Singapore this week celebrated which anniversary of its
founding as a nation?

‰ 40th ‰ 50th
‰ 60th ‰ 75th 

n The City to Surf race, billed as the World’s Largest Fun
Run, was held in Sydney on Sunday. How many have
there been?

‰ 40 ‰ 45
‰ 50 ‰ 55

n The 6th of August was the anniversary of the atomic
bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki that ended
the Second World War. How many years since that
happened?

‰ 75 ‰ 80
‰ 85 ‰ 90

n With four games to go before the NRL finals, which team
is top of the ladder?

‰ Canberra Raiders ‰ Melbourne Storm
‰ New Zealand Warriors ‰ Penrith Panthers

n US President Trump will be meeting soon with Russian
President Putin to discuss ending the war in Ukraine.
What is Trump’s proposed solution?

‰ That Ukraine gives land to Russia
‰ That Russia gives land to Ukraine
‰ That Putin and Ukraine President Zelensky meet face
to face
‰ That they fight over Greenland instead

n Which member of a royal family is attending Sydney
University this year?

‰ Prince Dipangkorn Rasmijoti of Thailand
‰ Princess Ingrid Alexandra of Norway
‰ Crown Prince Christian of Denmark
‰ Leonor, Princess of Asturias, daughter of King Felipe
VI of Spain

n After economic statistics in the US showed rising
unemployment, how did President Trump respond?

‰ He vowed to create more jobs by boosting spending
in manufacturing
‰ He blamed the previous government
‰ He deflected attention to the Ukraine war
‰ He fired the Chief Statistician

n Regarding the invasion of Gaza, the Israeli government
voted last week to do what?

‰ Continue bombing it back to the stone age
‰ Sell it to the US
‰ Take it over and hand administrative control to Arab
nations
‰ Cessation of all hostilities

n Which country has PM Albanese visited in the last week?
‰ New Zealand ‰ Japan
‰ China ‰ Fiji

n Which Australian swimmer won the most gold medals in
the recent World Championships?

‰ Kaylee McKewon ‰ Mollie O’Callaghan
‰ Kyle Chalmers ‰ Cam McEvoy

???
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Answers on page 17
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Wallace Street Medical Centre
enhances access to care with
bulk billing consultations

Wallace Street Medical Centre is pleased to
announce an important update to its billing policy:
all standard GP consultations are now fully BULK
BILLED for patients with a valid Medicare card.

This change is part of our ongoing commitment
to improving healthcare access for families,
pensioners, and rural residents in Braidwood and
surrounding communities.

Please note that while consultations are bulk
billed, some procedures and specialised services
may attract a private fee. Patients will be advised
in advance where private fees apply.

We currently have six experienced GPs ready to
welcome new patients and provide
comprehensive and compassionate care across
a wide range of services including chronic
disease management, skin checks, preventive
health, and immunisations.

Appointments can be made via our website at:
www.wallacesmc.com.au
or by calling (02) 4842 1575.

P.S. Dr Shirley Jenkins provides bulk billing
exclusively for concession card holders and
children under the age of 16.  

This catchy and euphonious title
is borrowed from Richard

Glover, Sydney author, journalist
and radio personality. 

He recently wrote an article, pur-
portedly about Jane Austen, called
“My Heart has been Besieged by
Bonnets,” and all my spies out
there hurried to tell me about it.
No, I hadn’t read it; I don’t get The
Sydney Morning Herald. No, I
couldn’t download it; I don’t have
a subscription. Just as I was be-
coming desperate, a kind and effi-
cient neighbour donated her copy.

They make it hard for us Austen
fans, even in this special anniver-
sary of 250 years since her birth.

There’s money in everything, al-
though I won’t couple Richard
Glover’s name with the word
‘bandwagon.’ I think I do believe
he has read at least three of the
novels — I recognise the quotes—
and it’s easy to believe he’s seen
most of the screen adaptations.
Who hasn’t? And nobody can be
quite sure just how many of them
are around. 

I just don’t believe his dog
Clancy has read any of them, or
that said dog can play the piano. 

Glover’s article is about the the
current rage for ‘bonnet dramas’
—costume or period films. He uses
his clever, light-hearted style to re-
call many which we may have for-
gotten, like The Barchester
Chronicles, Tom Jones, Cranford,
The Way We Live Now, Lark Rise
to Candleford, Vanity Fair. They
do deserve another look. 

However, this isn’t about book
versus movie because I’ve done
that one and  I can sympathise with
a fellow writer looking for yet an-
other topic. 

Glover has just watched the doc-
umentary Jane Austen: Rise of a
Genius and I do agree with him:
it’s superb. 

Everywhere you look now, it
seems Jane Austen is in your face.
You can look like her, dress like
her, eat like her, sit in all sorts of
cosy nooks and read her books, or
books about her, of which there are

myriads; I hear that word ‘band-
wagon’ again.

At this rate, before we get to the
end of this year, we could be
heartily tired of her — perish the
thought! 

But was she really a genius, and
if so, why, and if not, why not? 

Jane Austen is known for her
narrative innovations and that’s
why we have ‘before Austen’ and
‘after Austen.’ There were always
women writing, even when it was
heavily frowned upon as improper
for a woman for various sexist rea-
sons. But she was the first to use
what is now called free indirect
discourse. She was the first to let
you see a character’s private
thoughts as well as what you could
see she was doing or what she said
out loud. Novels were usually epis-
tolary, that is, written as a series of
letters, and certainly Sense and
Sensibility started out like this. But
there is a limit to what you can do
with “Dear Cousin Jemima, Let me
tell you how I felt about being
raped last night …” Just try to read
Samuel Richardson’s 1748 book
Clarissa. It’s likely Jane Austen
did; her father wasn’t strict about
her reading. Or worse, watch the
1998 film with Sean Bean; it’s
shockingly graphic.

But not everyone agrees, or
maybe they’re starting to fight
back — Jane Austen is surprisingly
divisive. 

A Canadian professor takes
issue with her work as perpetuating
‘racist 18th century discourses that
placed white people at the top and
Black people at the bottom’ and
quoting Oliver Goldsmith (d.1774)
as proclaiming ‘Man is naturally

BOOKWORM Julia Ermert 

BESIEGED
BY
BONNETS



BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday August 13, 2025 — 11

! 

Community Bank Braidwood

We deliver the products and technology you’d expect from a big
bank, plus the personal service you wouldn’t.

Feel good about who you bank with. Try Bendigo.

Find out more. Call 4842 1700 or search Bendigo Bank
Braidwood.

Small town.
Big Bank.
Everything you need, right here
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white.’ Apparently it’s okay to use the term
black if you capitalise it. 

A British scholar complains she supports
conservative roles for women ‘emphasising
duty and self abnegation,’ and that her ‘alluring
romance plots’ (are they really?) mislead read-
ers. So she ‘secures the culture of white male
inheritance.’ 
Mansfield Park, with its slavery background,

comes in for  lots of stick. Critics would have
preferred Austen to come out more strongly as
an abolitionist. Apparently her brothers did this,
but she was dead by then. Would she have
joined in? There were women writers at the
time who spoke out more vigorously: Hannah
More (d.1883) and Ann Yearsley (d.1806) were
surely known to her. 

As for the Mansfield Park family, critics
would have liked to see them all go up in
flames, it seems, rather than ‘securing their
place in society … by merely amending their
values.’ 

Obviously some critics would have liked her
to have been a lot more belligerent. 

Which leads me to the subject of bonnets.
It’s a very old word, originally from the kind

of cloth used for making headgear, leading to
hats specifically for women and children, and
becoming a soft brimless cap tied under the
chin. 

In Scotland it was traditionally what working
men wore; it’s cold there! And particularly sol-
diers, and it was blue. But not what we’d call
blue — they had only vegetable dyes, and used
woad, which was really greyish, and was also
what they painted their bodies with. It meant
WAR. 

In traditional dress nowadays — we were
Scottish Country Dancers — the men’s head-
gear is still called a bonnet. It might be a Bal-
moral bonnet, which is like a wide beret, with
a bobble, a ‘toorie,’ on top. Or it’s a Glengarry
cap, which is narrower and has a badge, and
ribbons hanging down behind. You see this on
bagpipers or in marching bands. 

In academic dress, ‘bonnet’  is also the cor-
rect term for that desirable floppy black velvet
cap with a ribbon and tassel. It’s worn by win-
ners of doctorates, Ph.Ds, and various officials.
I’m talking British tradition here; Americans
have their own ideas. They may use ‘mortar
boards,’ so-called because of their shape, and
start in Kindergarten! 

So when Regency fans sing or dance to
‘bonnets so blue,’ they shouldn’t be visualising
merry milkmaids: those are military men!

I bet Richard Glover doesn’t know all that,
even if he has watched eleven ‘bonnet dramas’
in the past week. He must have more streamer
subscriptions than I have, and I enjoy visualis-
ing him and his wife talking Regency over the
breakfast table. Not that I believe her name is
Jocasta: he is just parading his knowledge of
Greek myths. 

My favourite definition of a bonnet has to be
the American ‘British slang for the hood of a
car.’ 

But then, I could be accused of having ‘a bee
in my bonnet’ — an obsession— with all things
Austen.
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I first travelled solo at the naive
age of 54.
Destination: Southeast Asia;

Laos and Cambodia. After years of
dreaming, saving, and friends
pulling out at the last minute (you
know who you are), I finally mut-
tered the national phrase of the fed-
up Aussie woman:
“F#ck it. I’m going.”
I had no idea what I was doing.

Absolutely bugger-all. My ‘travel
plan’ was scribbled on the back of
an envelope and said things like:
“Angkor Wat,” “don’t die,” and
“pack spare knickers.” But a few
friends had contacts in Laos, and I
had a passport… How hard could
it be?
Cue a frantic dive into flight

searches, visa rules, dodgy forums,
and trying to figure out how many
jabs I needed without becoming a
human pincushion. Then insurance
… Plural. Just in case I was bitten,
cursed, arrested, or caught smug-
gling mangoes out of a border
town.
One night in Bangkok — cue the

song — and then off to Luang Pra-
bang via Vientiane the next morn-
ing.
In Vientiane, I met a friend-of-a-

friend who delivered a crash
course in Lao survival: Wash your
hands. Don’t touch your face.
Don’t drink the tap water. Don’t
rinse your toothbrush under it ei-
ther. Most importantly, smile and
enjoy. The Lao people are some of
the warmest and most gracious hu-
mans on earth … noted.
When I arrived in Luang Pra-

bang, I knew I’d done the right
thing. The town glowed with
coloured lanterns, twilight soft on
the streets, and my guesthouse
right on the banks of the Mekong.
That night, I was running on no

sleep but high on “holy-crap-I’m-
here” energy. Just as I was thinking
of bed, a riverside party kicked off
… loud, distorted music, an unmis-
takable soundtrack of a beer-fu-
elled good time, blasting through a
speaker that may or may not have
survived a dunk in the Mekong.
Sleep? Not likely. Then, at ex-

actly 10pm, everything just…
stopped. No music. No shouting.
Not even a scooter. Laos, back
then, shut down like clockwork. I
climbed into bed and slept like a
log, lulled by the quiet, the river,
and the feeling I was exactly where
I was meant to be.
The next morning, I sat on the

steps of the guesthouse and
watched the Mekong swirl past in
browns and golds, full of life and
muscle. Longboats drifted across,
a monk in saffron robes, a family
with baskets from the morning
market, all heading home to Chom
Phet on the far bank. I felt like I’d
landed somewhere quietly extraor-
dinary.
That evening, I met another

friend-of-a-friend, Chanthy, who
invited me to his village. I brought
books, pencils, and a soccer ball
for the school kids, which turned
out to be the magic key. In return,
they honoured me with a Baci cer-
emony; calling back my 32 wan-
dering spirits and tying them,

First time for everything:
beginner’s luck (and other lies)

As flu season hits hard across the
country, rural doctors are urging
locals to protect their communi-
ties, especially vulnerable children
and older people, by getting vacci-
nated and taking simple steps to
prevent the spread.
The Australian College of Rural

and Remote Medicine (ACRRM)
says influenza is placing increasing
pressure on rural, remote, and First
Nations health services, and low
vaccination rates could make
things worse. 
ACRRM President Dr Rod Mar-

tin says too many people are put-
ting off getting their flu shot,
despite it being one of the simplest
ways to protect themselves and
others. 
“Flu doesn’t just make you feel

unwell — it can be deadly, espe-
cially for children, elders, and peo-
ple with chronic conditions,” Dr
Martin says. 
“In small communities, one per-

son’s decision to get vaccinated
can make a real difference.  
“It’s about protecting your

neighbours as much as yourself.” 
Recent data shows influenza is

spreading earlier and more widely
than in previous years, but vaccine
uptake remains lower than ex-
pected.  

A top-quality turf cricket pitch for
Googong, upgrades to Braidwood
Old Sunday School Hall and a new
trailer for St John Ambulance are
just three vital community projects
funded in Queanbeyan Palerang
under this year’s Community
Building Partnerships Program. 

Member for Monaro Steve Whan
said he is delighted to see a wide
range of projects supported, 13
local organisations receiving a total
of $286,000 in funding to improve
vital infrastructure and facilities
that benefit the whole community.
“This funding recognises the in-
credible work being done by com-
munity groups and volunteers
across QPRC,” Steve Whan said. 

13 local projects win Community
Building Partnerships funding
Media from the Member for Monaro Steve Whan

“Projects have been funded in
Queanbeyan, Bungendore, Braid-
wood, and several of our smaller
towns.    

“Whether it’s improving safety,
supporting grassroots sport or pro-
viding shade and shelter for volun-
teers and families, this funding
makes a real difference,” Mr Whan
said.  

The $41 million Community
Building Partnership program pro-
vides funding to councils and not-
for-profit groups across NSW to
support vibrant, inclusive, and re-
silient communities. Since 2009,
more than 22,400 community proj-
ects have been funded under the
CBP program.  To learn more about
the program, visit: nsw.gov.au/cbp 

Protecting rural neighbours
this flu season:
doctors urge action as cases rise

At the same time, preventable
hospitalisations in rural and remote
areas continue to occur at greater
rates than those in major cities. 
“In many rural towns, the local

doctor is also the emergency re-
sponder, hospital doctor, and aged
care provider,” Dr Martin says.  
“When flu spreads quickly, it

doesn’t just impact individuals —
it affects the whole system.” 
The College is encouraging peo-

ple to get vaccinated, stay home
when sick, practise good hygiene,
and consider wearing a mask in
crowded indoor settings. 
“In rural communities, we look

out for each other, and this is one
of the simplest ways to do that,” Dr
Martin says. 
“Even if you’re healthy, you

could pass the virus on to someone
who’s not.  
“We’re all part of the solution.” 

THE DETOUR DIARIES   



BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday August 13, 2025 — 13

literally, back to me with white
threads.
It was one of those rare, hum-

bling moments that stays with you.
Travelling solo also means eat-

ing alone. Sitting alone and staring
at your spring roll wondering if it’s
meant to look like that. But with a
smile and a casual, “Mind if I join
you?”, a table for one can turn into
a conversation, a travel tip, or a
new friend with too many passport
stamps and just the right amount of
madness. That’s part of the charm.
Even with a few missteps, I

wouldn’t change a thing, it was one
of the best things I’ve ever done. I
never felt unsafe; just deliciously
alive. I’d booked accommodation
and the occasional guide in ad-
vance, but left room for magic.
And magic showed up. In people,
in places, in moments I’ll never
forget.
As Mark Twain said: “Travel is

fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and nar-
row-mindedness.” It’s also fatal to
overpacking, self-importance, and
any illusion you’ve got life all
sorted.

[above] Khmer Roots [below] A peaceful path into Na Lin, a small village near
Muang Nan where life moves gently between green fields and mountain air.
Evening in Luang Prabang, as longboats drift past and I’m sipping a cold Beer-
lao. The kind of sunset that makes you lose track of time.

Earlier in August the Mulloon
 Institute, in collaboration with
Bombay Landcare and Upper
Shoalhaven Landcare Council,
kicked off a new chapter in land-
scape restoration in the Bombay
Creek catchment with their first
Landscape Rehydration field day.

Hosted onsite at The Saddle
Camp on Bombay Road, the event
was close to maximum capacity,
with almost 30 attendees, including
locals and those travelling from as
far as Murrumbateman and
Mudgee. The event featured a the-
ory session, practical hose demon-
stration and field walks on local
properties examining landscape
features and small-scale instream
structures to showcase the key con-
cepts of water being able to ‘flow
through’, ‘around’ and ‘over’. 

In true field day fashion, Mulloon
Institute’s presenters Erin Healy
and Peter Hazell did a great job and
carried on with rain, shine and even
rainbows overhead. “We were for-
tunate with the weather” says Don
Woods of Bombay Landcare, “the
stream we walked along during the
field day turned into a torrent the
next day” as rain continued for the
rest of the weekend. 

Regardless of the wet weather,
participants seemed to get a lot out
of the day. “I thoroughly enjoyed
the workshop. I loved the simplicity
and prioritisation of the key princi-
ples - grow more plants, protect/en-
hance intact features, halt active
erosion and rebuild/restore water-
ways” says Carmen Bryne, Bom-
bay Landcare Chair.

“Thanks to what I have learned
already from my dealings with the
experts from the Mulloon Institute,
I find myself seeing the landscape
with fresh eyes - reading the lay of
the land, observing where water
flows and slows, and I’m develop-
ing a much greater understanding of
how and where to help it” adds
Damien Hart, Landcarer and proj-
ect participant.

The Bombay region to the west
of Braidwood was lucky to be se-
lected as one of ten project demon-
stration sites during the pilot phase
of Mulloon Institute’s new Water
Stewardship Program. Over the
next two years, the Program aims to
drive community collaboration and
fund landscape-scale projects that

restore local water cycles and en-
hance water quality, security and
catchment health across the Sydney
Drinking Water Catchment.  

“It’s about the bigger picture of
what a healthy catchment can pro-
vide” says Erin Healy, Program
Manager and Environmental Engi-
neer with the Mulloon Institute. “So
we can keep the momentum up,
we’re keen to host another 2-day
Bootcamp with the Bombay Land-
care group and broader Upper
Shoalhaven catchment community
in late spring or summer”.

For more information about the
Water Stewardship Program or how
to get involved with the project in
Bombay contact
upper.shoalahven@gmail.com or
visit the website www.mulloonin-
stitute.org/projects/water-steward-
ship-program.

This event was kindly funded by
WaterNSW and The Ian Potter
Foundation.

  Julie West Landscape Rehydration field
day hosted in Bombay
Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Council and Bombay Landcare

Practical hose demonstration high-
lighting ways water can move
through a landscape. 

Rain, shine and rainbows during the
Field Day.
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Policies on exhibition
There are a range of policies currently on exhibition on 
our Your Voice page including:

 Volunteering Policy
 Directional Signage Policy
 Enterprise Risk Management Policy
 Child Safe Policy
 Shopping Trolley Management Policy
 Signs by Remote Supervision Policy
 + more
 Have your say at yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Council Meetings and Times
Council holds Ordinary Meetings twice a month 
on Wednesday, excluding December and January. 
Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business 
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday 
prior to the meeting at bit.ly/MinutesAgendas. 

Members of the public can livestream the meetings 
at bit.ly/QPRCwebcast or in person. 

For those wanting to make a presentation on an 
Agenda item, you can make a: 

 Written presentation  
- submit by midday on Tuesday

 Zoom presentation  
- register by midday on Wednesday

 Register at bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
 27 August (Queanbeyan)
 10 September (Queanbeyan)

Written Questions on Notice
Questions on notice from the community must be 
submitted in writing or via email to  
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the 
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and 
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum, 
provided to the person who asked the questions and 
published on our website.

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
and regulations documents are published at 
bit.ly/DPnotices

Work with Council
 Library Assistant (Braidwood)
 Marketing and Communications Officer
 Senior Building Surveyor
 Senior Water Industry Operator (Network)
 CBD & Horticulture Coordinator
 Payroll Officer
  For more information and roles go to  

bit.ly/QPRC-Careers

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

1300 735 025  
council@qprc.nsw.gov.au
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang

 
 

Become a vendor at Council events!
Our 2025/26 events season is gearing up to be bigger 
than ever and we need your help!

We host all kinds of events throughout the year and 
food vendors and stallholders play an important role in 
making them memorable.

If you are interested in being a food vendor or 
stallholder at one of our events, apply now on our 
website.

 If you are interested in being a food vendor or 
stallholder at one of our events, apply now at  
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Events

2025 Queanbeyan-Palerang Arts Trail registrations 
open!
Artist and gallery registrations for the 2025 
Queanbeyan-Palerang Arts Trail are open!

The annual Arts Trail is an opportunity for local 
artists and craftspeople to share their work with the 
community.

The Arts Trail weekends are:

 Braidwood - 4 and 5 October
 Bungendore - 11 and 12 October
 Queanbeyan - 18 and 19 October

Artists and galleries from other localities in the region 
can choose which weekend they wish to align with.

 Learn more and register at  
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/arts-trail

Draft Waste Management Strategy 2025-2045
We have prepared the Draft Waste Management 
Strategy 2025-2045. 

This strategy is about improving how we manage waste, 
reducing what goes to landfill, and ensuring our services 
are fair, efficient, and innovative. 

The draft strategy focuses on practical solutions that 
address the unique waste needs of both rural and urban 
areas in Queanbeyan-Palerang.

 Have your say by Monday 15 September at 
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au



The annual Queanbeyan-Palerang
Arts Trail is back this October, and
we are calling on local creatives
and venues to get involved!
Celebrating creativity in all its

forms, the Arts Trail encourages
participation from studios, gal-
leries, visual artists, theatre groups,
writers, musicians, digital artists,
performers, and more. From tradi-
tional exhibitions and open studios
to street performances and media
art projections, all forms of cre-
ative practice are welcome.
Council is committed to con-

necting our vibrant arts community
to art lovers and visitors from near
and far. This annual event provides
a fantastic opportunity for cre-

atives to open their doors, activate
public spaces, and engage with the
public.
Extensive advertising promotes

the event, featuring the talent of
our region’s artists, performers,
musicians, writers and craftspeo-
ple. Don’t miss the chance to get
involved, artists must be registered
to be included in all advertising
materials online and in-hand.
The 2025 event dates are:
• Braidwood - 4 and 5 October
• Bungendore - 11 and 12 October
• Queanbeyan - 18 and 19 October
Registrations are now open at

www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Arts-Trail
and close midday 1 September
2025.

This year’s event includes a
few exciting new
opportunities:
• Bungendore Indoor Market at
the Wood Works Gallery:
The recently closed Bungendore

Wood Works Gallery will reopen
to host an Arts & Crafts-style in-
door market during the Bungen-
dore Trail weekend (11–12
October). Stallholder spaces ap-
proximately (3m x 4m) are avail-
able to artists and creatives
wishing to showcase and sell their
work. A small fee applies, and
some display equipment (e.g.
plinths and tables) will be avail-
able.
• Exhibition Spaces at Café
Woodworks, Bungendore:
Wall space is available for a vi-

sual artist or small group to exhibit
in the cafe throughout the event.
• Other venue opportunities in
Braidwood and Queanbeyan:
Additional spaces across the re-

gion may be available for a range
of creative formats and are open to
proposals.
Artists interested in these oppor-

tunities are encouraged to submit
an expression as soon as possible
by contacting Janita Byrne;
QPRC’s Team Leader for Culture
& Arts on 0409 438 953.

In the spirit of previous Arts
Trails, we encourage free or value-
added experiences for audiences,
beyond your usual engagement/op-
eration. Free events keep the Arts
Trail inclusive and open to new au-
diences. We encourage income
generation for creatives through
the purchase of merchandise or
other opportunities. 
The registration form, participat-

ing artist/performers Terms and
Conditions, marketing and insur-
ance information can be found on
the Arts Trail website:
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Arts-

Trail  
If you have an idea you would

like to discuss, please contact
Janita and her team on 0409 438
953 or by email at Cultural.Ser
vices@qprc.nsw.gov.au  
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Showcase your creativity
on the 2025 Queanbeyan-
Palerang Arts Trail
Nathaniel de Hoog , QPRC Communications and Engagement

Arts Trail 2024 — Open rehearsal at The Q

Arts Trail 2024 — Jeeperz Creaturez at Old Joinery Lane

COUNCILLOR
KATRINA WILLIS

Drop in for a cuppa and a chat with me at the
CWA Rooms, Wallace Street, Braidwood on

Saturday, 23 August from 10 am to 12.30 pm.

M 0431 184 717

Authorised by A. Croft, for The Greens NSW,
19a/1 Hordern Pl, Camperdown NSW, 2050
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HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE Laura Moriarty

It’s looking very much like spring
is here—Conrad had daphne for

sale last Friday on the corner, and
the jonquils are poking their heads
up in the garden alongside the Na-
tional Theatre—and as such, the
calendar also seems to be filling up
once again. 
(I know, I know—that was a

very lengthy sentence—and Eng-
lish teachers everywhere will be
keen to point it out.) But that’s
enough of a ramble from me, let’s
see what’s happening this fortnight
in this wonderful town of ours.

Concerts and Gigs
Daniel Connellwill be performing
at the Club on Saturday, 16th Au-
gust from 8pm. Daniel Connell (as
seen on Have You Been Paying At-
tention? And the Melbourne Int’l
Comedy Festival Gala) comes to
Braidwood for one night only.
After sell-out shows at the Perth &
Adelaide Fringe festivals, Daniel
also had his most successful Mel-
bourne Int’l Comedy Festival yet,
winning the prestigious ‘Piece of
Woods award along the way.
Box-Headed Manbaby is a

brand-new hour full of punchlines
and stories that will have you
laughing for days afterwards.

To book, please visit the Braid-
wood Servicemen’s Club website.

—  * —  * — * —
At the Royal Mail Hotel, we

have a DJ on the 23rd August from
7:30 onwards.

—  * —  * — * —
The Braidwood Film Club

have a double feature this Satur-
day, 16th August from 5:30pm on-
wards. The first film is a short film
about Judith Wright, titled At
Edge, filmed in 1978 at Judith’s
property “Edge” at Mongarlowe
and released in 1981, is a 21
minute experimental  documentary
by Solrun Hoaas who spent four-
teen formative years in China and
Japan where she discovered theatre
as a student. She moved to Can-
berra in 1972, taught secondary
French, then worked in the Japan-
ese Dept. and completed an M.A.
in Asian Studies at Australian Na-
tional University. In this period she
also directed theatre, translated,
filmed Japanese ritual perform-
ances on Super 8 and wrote non-
fiction. At Edge communicates the
relationship between Judith Wright
as poet and her bush environment
and features a number of poems
read by Judith.

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

The second film is Kill Your
Darlings, directed by John Kroki-
das in USA, released 2013, 104
minutes in length.  Daniel Rad-
cliffe stars as Allen Ginsberg in a
riveting biographical drama about
the early adult years of the beat
generation literary greats. It is en-
grossing, beautifully crafted and
marvellously well acted. There are
lots of complex ideas and ambigu-
ous messages in a very intelligent
and thought-provoking screenplay.
We see the origins of the beat gen-
eration at Columbia University
N.Y. and follow Lucien Carr,
Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac and
William S. Burroughs as they em-
brace free-spirited literature, di-
verse sexuality and the drug
culture of the day.  Their sponta-
neous creativity and aggressive
non-conformism changed the
world but also changed their lives,
in one case tragically.

Pop-Up Shop
Octavius Weld – Pop-Up Shop
Now Open!
Step inside our handpicked col-

lection of antiques, artisan goods,
oddments, curiosities, and local art
in the Bunyip Jungle at 127 Wal-
lace St.
Open Friday to Monday, 11 am

– 3 pm, until the end of October.
Join us in Braidwood for a short-
but-splendid season of treasure
hunting.

AGM Notices
Braidwood Urban Landcare
GroupAGM

Sunday 7th September 5:30pm
Glasshouse (old Library) Park

Lane, Braidwood

Markets

The Braidwood Farmers Market
is on Saturday, 16th August from
8:30am in the National Theatre.

—  * —  * — * —
The Ryrie Park Markets are on

Saturday, 23rd August from 8:30am
up at Ryrie Park.

Other Gatherings
The Braidwood Pre-School An-
nual Trivia Night is fast ap-
proaching! Book a table for a night
of fun and laughs, all for the
fundraiser to support early child-
hood education. The venue is the
National Theatre, the date is the
23rd August, and doors open at
5:30pm. Bring your sense of hu-
mour, wit, and knowledge and a
bar will be provided by the Braid-
wood Lions Club. For further de-
tails, please search the Braidwood
Preschool Trivia Night on Human-
itix.https://events.humanitix.com/
braidwood-preschool-trivia-night-
2025

—  * —  * — * —
A dahlia dividing workshop

will be held on Saturday, 31st Au-
gust out at Millpond Farm  660
Majors Creek Rd, Jembaicumbene.
Learn how to divide, grow and
store plus valuable soil prep tips.
Tickets $80 per person • BONUS
ADD ON • Add $80 investment
for all the tools you need! Tool
belt, snips, Dahlia seeds, tags and
more! Last tickets available by
emailing fundraising@braidwood
preschool.nsw.edu.au

—  * —  * — * —
The Braidwood Servicemen’s

Club in conjunction with the Terry
Campese Foundation are hosting
a juniors movie night on Friday,
29th August from 6pm. The film is
Dreamworks Puss in Boots, so
bring your own beanbag or a pil-
low and blanket and snuggle up for
a rip-roaring time!

—  * —  * — * —
Braidwood Junior Soccer

Club’s 2025 Presentation Day will
be on Saturday, 30th August at the
Rec Grounds from 10am. RSVPs
are essential, and can be done via
the Braidwood Soccer Club web-
site: https://www.palerangunit-
edfc.com/events/2025-presentation
-day

—  * —  * — * —
Book Week Textural Wool

Painting is happening at the Braid-
wood Library on Wednesday, 20th

August, from 3:30pm.  Dive into
creativity this Book Week with a

hands-on wool painting workshop
inspired by Afloat by Kirli Saun-
ders. Using colourful wool and
textured techniques, children will
create their own unique artwork
that reflects the movement, emo-
tion, and beauty found in the poetic
pages of this shortlisted book. A
sensory-rich experience that blends
storytelling and self-expression.
Suitable for primary school aged
children.

https://events.humanitix.com/bo
ok-week-textural-wool-painting-
at-braidwood-library

—  * —  * — * —
Crochet for Beginners—The

Hook and Yarn Demystified with
Jane Kendall will be on Saturday,
23rd August from 10am. Join us for
Crochet for beginners, a warm and
welcoming workshop designed es-
pecially for absolute beginners or
those looking to rekindle rusty cro-
chet skills. Whether you’ve never
picked up a hook or you’re brush-
ing off the cobwebs, this is the per-
fect place to begin.

Led by experienced crochet
teacher Jane Kendall, you’ll be
guided through the foundational
techniques in a relaxed small group
setting, with fireplace for warmth.
Spaces are limited to ensure plenty
of personal attention.

To book, please use
https://events.humanitix.com/cro
chet-for-beginners-with-jane-
kendall

—  * —  * — * —
Braidwood and Villages Busi-

ness Chamber – Members Meet-
ing on Wednesday, 27 August at
6pm at the Braidwood Service

At BRAG
Pentimento opens on Friday, 29th
August from 6pm at BRAG. This
show celebrates the art of collage,
and includes pieces by Sue
Kennedy, Olivia Bernadoff, Penny
Hanley, and Jo Felstead-Hill.

There will be two free work-
shops as part of Pentimento on Sat-
urday, 30th August. The collage
workshop will run from 10-2pm,
and Erika Mordek is running a
bookmaking workshop from 1pm.

—  * —  * — * —
Esteemed ceramicist Lisa Mad-

dern will be running a handbuild-
ing pottery workshop on 27th and
28th September from 9am on both
days. For further details, including
booking in for this workshop,
which uses the sgraffito technique,



please email
lgmaddern@gmail.com. 
EXPOSE
BRAG warmly invites its mem-

bers to apply for an exciting oppor-
tunity to host an arts-related event
in the BRAG art centre for 12
weekends over 2025 and 2026. This
initiative aims to support and show-
case the creative talents of regional
artists across visual, literary, per-
forming, and applied arts. Please go
to http://bragart.com.au/expose-
2025-26 to apply.

—  * — * — * —
MEMBER’S WALL

Also at BRAG is the chance to
showcase your work. Every month,
BRAG will proudly showcase the
work of one of our talented mem-
bers. The exhibitor, chosen ran-
domly from our membership, has
the exciting opportunity to display
one or two pieces of their artwork
in a prominent location between the
office door and the northern win-
dow. This offer includes an artist
profile that will be featured along-
side their work, enhancing visibility
and engagement. Additionally,
artists are welcome to sell their
pieces, with BRAG taking the stan-
dard commission. For further de-
tails, please go to the website.

—  * — * — * —
Snuggle n Sing is on Mondays at
9:30-10:15am. For further infor-
mation, please contact Theresa
Pengelly at pengellyte@gmail.com

—  * —  * — * —
Christina Carroll runs yoga

classes on Monday afternoons
from 4pm to 5:15pm.  Please get in
contact with Christina if you wish
to attend on 0414 385 051.

—  * — * — * —
Songlarks is 9:30-11:10 on Fri-

days. It is a short music class for
pre-school age children, including
infants from about six months old.
Please email Nadia McLeish at na-
diamcleish1@gmail.com for fur-
ther details.

—  * — * — * —
Life Drawing runs on the last

Saturday of every month.
—  * — * — * —

Christina has pilates classes.
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9am.

—  * — * — * —
Aikido is on during the school

term on Monday nights at 5pm and
Wednesday nights at 5pm in the
back room but please contact
Matthew Hulse for further details
on 0438 648 864. 

—  * — * — * —
Vera Active Pilates Wednes-

days at 6:30pm in the front room

B. Servicemen’s Club
Happy Hour is on at the Club for
members every weekday from
5pm to 6pm. Members get 20% off
their drinks.
Mondays

Pool Comp - 6pm, $5 to play
Tuesdays 
Tai Chi - 10.00 am

—  * — * — * —
Canasta – 11am. Contact the

Club for more information.
—  * — * — * —

Bridge - 1.00 pm - new players
welcome, contact Rose Ribbons on
0421 939 151 for more informa-
tion. Free to play.

—  * — * — * —
Squash Comp – Evenings -

School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information. 

Wednesdays
Social Bowls – 12.45 pm to

begin playing at 1.00pm 
—  * — * — * —

Trivia – 2nd Wednesday of
every month. 6.30pm to begin
playing at 7.00 pm. $5 to play. 

—  * — * — * —
Squash Comp – Evenings -

School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information.

—  * — * — * —
Tango – 5.30 pm Tango Les-

sons, Contact Erika Mordek 0432
687255 for more information.

Thursdays

TLC Mumma’s Connect
Mothers’ Group meet weekly at
the Club on Thursdays from 10am
to 12pm, first session is free, then
$21 per week. Contact Tracey
Harrison via her website:
lactationcoach.com.au for further
details.
Golf Club’s Chook Run –

Thursday Afternoon

Fridays
Tai Chi – 10.00 am.

—  * — * — * —
Friday Raffles – Every Friday

Night, Raffle Tickets on Sale at
6.00 pm, Raffle drawn at 7.30 pm.

—  * — * — * —
Members Draw – The Mem-

bers Draw will be drawn any time
between 7-9 pm and will jackpot
up to a possible $5,000.

—  * — * — * —
Members Happy Hour – 5-

6pm Monday–Friday
—  * — * — * —

Line Dancing – 7.15 pm, Social
Line Dancing. Contact Maureen
Robertson 0413 795 630 for more
information.

Saturdays
Tango is on Saturday mornings

at 10:15 for beginners, and 10:45
for intermediate students. For fur-
ther details, please contact Erika
Mordek on 0432 687 255
Golf Comp – 12.00 pm - 4.30

pm 

Sundays
Social Dancing – First Sunday

of the month, 4pm - 6pm. Latin,
Ballroom, Jive, Tango, or just a
Boogie. Frock up & join us, all wel-
come! Call Erika 0432 687 255 for
more info 

Dancing is SO GOOD for you!

—  * — * — * —
Social Bowls – 12.45 pm to

begin playing at 1.00 pm.
—  * —  * — * —

Darts Competition – 4:30pm
for a 5pm start every Sunday.

Other Organisations
Braidwood Academy of Creative
Arts (formerly BYPAA) have reg-
ular events at the Glasshouse dur-
ing school term: Mondays -
Creative Media 3.30 - 6.00 pm
(incl Youth Hour on Braidwood
FM); 
Tuesday - All- Ages Choir 5 - 6pm
Wednesday - Circus Workshop

3.30 - 5.30 and Facepainting 6 - 7pm
Friday - Young Maker’s Studio 4 -

6pm.
For a full list of activities please

look here: https://www.braidwood-
creative.org/

—  * — * — * —

Second Sunday on the Com-
mon— Commonwood Farm’s reg-
ular monthly working bee on the
Braidwood Common. 10am to 12
noon. Contact Annie Duke 0450
283 241.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Folk Music Club -

Special Song Circle event Sunday
17th August!

This Sunday 17th August at The
Royal Mail Hotel:

3-4pm Tunes group session/
practice

4-6pm Special Song Circle and
Floor Spots Event: Group sing-
along, guest song leaders plus floor
spot performances from local tal-
ent - Come along to participate,
perform or just enjoy the entertain-
ment. Stay for dinner from the
Royal’s kitchens with folk club
friends.

More details: braidwoodfolk-
club@gmail.com

—  * — * — * —
Health Walking Group on

Wednesdays meet at St Bede’s
Church (opposite V&M) at 9am.
All welcome. For further informa-
tion, please contact Cathie on 0427
442 097

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Men’s Shed meets

on Tuesday and Friday every week
starting at 9AM. New members are
most welcome.

—  * — * — * —
The Braidwood Garden Club

runs garden visits usually on 2nd
Thursday of each month. This is
flexible and is subject to change,
depending on the availability of
public and private gardens. Infor-
mation available on www.braid-
woodgardenclub.org

—  * — * — * —
Parkrun is on every Saturday at

the Braidwood Showgrounds from
8am unless otherwise noted.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Motor Clubmeet at

the Club on the second Thursday
of the month at 7pm—for further
information, you can contact Steve
Scaife on 02 4842 1664.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood View Club meets at

6:15pm on the first Thursday of the
month. Contact Judy 0410 688 273.  

—  * — * — * —
The Fishing Club meet at the

Club on the first Wednesday of the
month at 7:30pm.

—  * — * — * —
The Royal Mail’s weekly
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Answers to the quiz on page 9: 1. 60th; 2. 55; 3. 80; 4. Canberra
Raiders; 5. Ukraine give land to Russia; 6. Norway’s Princess Ingrid
Alexandra; 7. He fired the Chief Statistician; 8.  Take it over and
hand administration to Arab nations; 9. New Zealand; 10. Mollie
O’Callaghan

HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE Laura Moriarty
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Anglican Parish of Braidwood
Join us for the following 10am
Sunday services at St Andrew’s
Anglican Church, 47 Elrington St,
Braidwood:

Sunday 17th August, Holy Com-
munion service

Sunday 24th August, Morning
Prayer service

All services are followed by a
warming morning tea. We’d love to
welcome you.

Our regular Thursday activities at
the Parish Centre (behind St An-
drew’s Church) for this coming
fortnight are:

Thursday 14th August: 10am
Crafty or Not,  Women’s gathering
12.30pm House of Prayer

Thursday 21st August:  10am
Crafty or Not, Women’s gathering

Check our facebook page for reg-
ular updates and news: Anglican
Parish of Braidwood.

Braidwood Uniting Church

iPad itus 
Today a woman in her early sixties
called. She has a son who at age
thirty, spends all his days in bed,
gaming. 

The boy has never worked. Years
ago, I performed a wedding for this
son who is now an immobile lump
at his mother’s house. He was
clearly a super-shy boy when I
knew him, but since then he’s found
nothing that entices him out of the
home or even out of the bed. He’s
morbidly obese and depressed. 

The woman who called has
coped with her recluse son for years
but recently his son, the woman’s
grandson has moved into the same
house. The grandson is in his late
teens, and he is also bed bound, per-
manently attached to his iPad, gam-
ing.

Also, today a grandmother with
custody of two grandsons, both in
early high school, called in desper-
ation to say both boys are refusing
to attend school. Both boys are ad-
dicted to their iPads and to gaming.
The grandmother has fought them. 

She hidden the iPads; she’s had
the internet cut off for a while and
nothing lessens their addiction to

gaming. She takes the iPads away
at bedtime and they invariably get
up in the night and tip the place up-
side down until they find the ma-
chines, with the result that they
sleep poorly if at all. “How will
these boys ever learn enough to
ever get a job?” Grandma repeat-
edly asked. 

Also today, a young Mum called.
I only know her indirectly. She sep-
arated from her husband and it’s a
complex story. The husband earned
good money but every waking mo-
ment that he wasn’t at work, he was
gaming on his computer. The wife
must have a medical procedure
shortly and she knows that her
daughter will receive poor care
from her father who will be ob-
sessed with his gaming activities.

All this in one day, today. Each
caller was hoping that I’d have
some words of wisdom and al-
though I have plenty of love, I have
precious little wisdom. How on
earth do you make a big lump of a
bloke who can’t get out of bed, in-
terested in life enough, to venture
out of his bedroom and to discon-
nect from his iPad, even for just a
short time? 

For the younger boys, I suspect
there is precious little information
from school being absorbed. How
many young people are there, effec-
tively innumerate and illiterate and
unprepared for any kind of employ-
ment? This is by no means a phe-
nomenon of just young people.
Adults, rendered socially paralyzed,
emotionally crippled, perhaps em-
ployed but disengaged with real
people in the real world, like their
family?

Sometimes I despair at my lack
of a magic wand. I’m a massive dis-
appointment because all I have is
love. I love the woman who called
but I’m mystified about how other-
wise healthy people can long for the
disconnection that we ironically
call, digital connection. At this sort
of extreme, it looks like a longing
for death – an unwillingness to en-
gage in life. 

When life comes looking for us
each day, I know we often push it
away. Our dreams are captivating,
our bed is comfortable, and the
day’s agenda is inconvenient – but
it’s life that’s calling. I get it to
some extent. I hope a day comes
when each of these folks finds the
discomfort of life more attractive
than the comfort of death.

grahamlong@mac.com

chocolate wheel is on as always, as
are their Happy Hours on Monday
through Wednesday nights

—  * — * — * —
The Royal Mail also have Joker

Poker on Wednesday nights with
all proceeds going to Apex, as well
as seafood tray raffles on Friday
nights—proceeds to the Redbacks,
and Thursday night meat raffles
with all monies going to the Lions
Club. Jag the Joker is up to $900.
Thursday Night Footy Comp clos-
est to the score wins a bottle of
wine. 

—  * — * — * —
The St Vincent DePaul Society

meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to 1pm.

—  * — * — * —
Crafty or Not group meet every

Thursday morning at the Anglican
Parish Centre behind the Anglican
Church on Elrington St from 11am
to 12pm. All are welcome.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Quilters and Tex-

tiles meet every Tuesday and Sat-
urday down at the Scout Hall from
10am onwards.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Scouts are on every

YET MORE HAPPENINGS
Thursday throughout the school
terms. 
Cubs (ages 8-11 years) 6 to

7.30pm
Scouts (ages 12-14 years) 6 to

7.30pm
Venturers (ages 15 -17 years) 6

to 7.30pm
Contact Mal Campbell at mal-

colm.campbell@nsw.scouts.com.au
—  * — * — * —

Fit for Lifemeet every Monday
and Wednesday morning from
7:30-8:30 am at Braidwood Cen-
tral School. Breakfast is provided
after an active workout. 

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Pistol and Target

Shooting Club invite new mem-
bers to join. They offer introduc-
tory shoots and club pistols for
anyone who would like to experi-
ence pistol shooting. If you are in-
terested, please contact
braidwoodpandtsc@gmail.com for
further information.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Dance Studio have

a new timetable for Term 3. Please
check the website at braidwood-
dancestudio.com/timetable
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NEWS FROM THE MOOS
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St Bede’s Parish

St Bede’s Parish marks St Mary
MacKillop’s Feast Day with pil-
grimage to Araluen
Last Friday, 8th August, St Bede’s
Parish honoured St Mary of the
Cross MacKillop with their annual
pilgrimage to St Patrick’s, Ar-
aluen, where the Sisters of St
Joseph of the Sacred Heart once
ran a school.

Mary MacKillop (1842–1909)
brought hope to the poor, education
to the bush, and faith to those in
need. She co-founded the Sisters of
St Joseph of the Sacred Heart (the
Josephites), giving ordinary women
the opportunity to serve in remote
and struggling communities. One of
her now-famous quotes was:
“Never see a need without doing
something about it” — a motto we
could all strive to live by. Her
courage and compassion made his-
tory, and in 2010 she became Aus-
tralia’s first saint — a true Aussie
legend of faith and service.

On our annual pilgrimage, the
drive to Araluen is always thought-
provoking. Winding through the
road and valley, it’s impossible not
to reflect on how tough life must
have been for the early settlers —
how brave, determined, and re-
sourceful they were in carving out

a life in such challenging condi-
tions.

St Mary MacKillop herself
showed the same courage and de-
termination. She fought hard for
“working class” women to be able
to join the Sisters of St Joseph, en-
abling them to dedicate their lives
to God and live among the people
they served. These remarkable
women embraced a life of poverty
and service, bringing education,
care, and hope to remote communi-
ties like Araluen.

The pilgrimage day begins with a
peaceful journey through the beau-
tiful countryside, followed by Mass
at historic St Patrick’s. Afterwards,
everyone enjoys a relaxed lunch
and time to share stories, catch up
with friends, and soak in the warm
hospitality that always makes the
day so memorable. It has become a
welcomed tradition for a few
Josephite Sisters to travel from
Sydney to join in the celebration —
a presence that adds an extra layer
of connection, history, and inspira-
tion to the occasion.

It is a cherished tradition —
blending history, faith, and friend-
ship — and a fitting tribute to St
Mary MacKillop’s legacy of serv-
ice, courage, and joy. Make sure to
mark your calendars for next year
— it’s a day not to be missed.

A world-first biodegradable vac-
cine to protect livestock from foot
and mouth disease (FMD) has
been developed through a $20 mil-
lion, five-year research partnership
between Meat & Livestock Aus-
tralia, Tiba Biotech, and the NSW
Government.

While Australia remains FMD
free, modelling from Australian Bu-
reau of Agricultural and Resource
Economics and Sciences
(ABARES) has estimated an FMD
incursion could cost the Australian
economy up to $80 billion. An in-
cursion would have a catastrophic
impact on trade, animal welfare and
farm productivity.

MLA Managing Director,
Michael Crowley, said while it was
hoped that an FMD vaccine would
never be needed, the research rep-
resented a proactive approach to
managing biosecurity risk.

“FMD is present in countries
near to Australia and is front of
mind for industry in terms of poten-
tial biosecurity risks,” Mr Crowley
said. “Vaccination may not neces-
sarily be required in the event of a
disease incursion, but this research
demonstrates that the Australian in-
dustry is proactive and prepared.”

Researchers found that the new
vaccine demonstrated strong, effec-
tive immune response and safety in
preliminary trials in Germany. Vac-
cinated cattle did not contract FMD
when exposed to the disease and,
importantly, they did not shed the
virus.

The new biodegradable vaccine
uses mRNA to induce an immune
response, rather than an actual
virus. mRNA vaccines have been
proven safe for animals and for
consumers.

Following these trials, the vac-
cine must now undergo a rigorous
evaluation process with the Aus-
tralian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines Authority (APVMA) be-
fore approval for use on livestock.

“The delivery of an FMD vaccine
is part of the Minns Government’s
commitment to safeguarding live-
stock from key biosecurity threats
and ensuring the state’s agriculture
industry can thrive,” NSW Minister
for Agriculture, Regional and West-
ern NSW, Tara Moriarty, said.

“Developing local capacity to
produce vaccines against emer-
gency animal diseases is a critical
priority for the NSW Government,
Australia’s livestock industries and
our economy.”

Australian-based Tiba Co-
Founder, Peter McGrath, said the
company is focused on working
regulators to ensure vaccine safety
and effectiveness.

“Australia is now at the forefront
of livestock vaccine development,
bringing with it the potential to de-
velop manufacturing capacity, jobs,
and exports,” Mr McGrath said.

“Livestock mRNA vaccines offer
a safe, efficient and effective ap-
proach to protecting animal health,
benefiting both the agricultural in-
dustry and consumers.

“Unlike current mRNA technolo-
gies, our vaccines can be stored
long term at standard refrigeration
temperatures and even at room tem-
perature for at least one month. This
is a critical advantage in livestock
applications.”

The research included an exten-
sive evaluation of the safety of
Tiba’s vaccines. These evaluations
found Tiba’s vaccines safe at very
high doses much larger than would
ever be administered.

The project is also conducting
similar research to develop a vac-
cine for lumpy skin disease, which
is also a significant exotic disease
threat to Australia.

mRNA vaccines allow the animal
to create proteins and antibodies to
trigger an immune response. They
do this without entering the nucleus
of cells and disappear from the ani-
mal within days, leaving antibodies
behind for protection against the
virus.

The project has also included
input from the Queensland Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Fisheries,
the German Friedrich-Loeffler-In-
stitut and Canadian Food Inspection
Agency.

$20 million research partnerships
pioneer world-first FMD vaccine
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For whom the Panadols
I have a new friend. His name is
Arthur — Arthur Rytas. I’ve just
discovered that we hang around
in the same joints. The doctor
told me the other day that lots of
people my age suddenly make
friends with Arthur. “You’ve got
bad posture,” was the admonish-
ment. “How would you like it if
you spent your life stooping to
hear what the vertically chal-
lenged people are mumbling?” I
replied. “And do you have any
idea what a toll it takes on a per-
son to be asked constantly in the
supermarket by midget shoppers
to stretch to the top shelf and
source items?”

Oneflashandyou’reash
Another Hiroshima Day has just
come around. The pain and de-
struction that brought to an end
the previous five years of pain
and destruction serves as a re-
minder of the horror of a nuclear
war. Yet these days it is becoming
harder to be reassured of the
safety in the M.A.D. doctrine.
Mutually Assured Destruction
was supposed to keep the world
safe. Who’d press the button in
the sure knowledge that everyone
they held dear would perish in a
retaliatory strike? Only a mad
man of course — but it seems
there are as many, if not more, of
them today with a finger on the
button than ever before.

Gotawarrantyonitthen?
Tax payers in the nuclear club
countries have been seriously
slugged ever since the 1950s.
Who knows if the thousands of
  Inter-Continental Ballistic Mis-
siles  actually work? The under-
ground operatives, waiting
patiently for the armageddon
order, are specially selected to
follow orders without thinking.
You know, sane reliable types.
But what do they do in the end-
less waiting years? Do they lov-
ingly polish their charges on
Sunday mornings? Check the oil?
Is there a ‘best before’ date? It’s
reassuring to think that the man-
ufacturers might be skimping a
bit on quality. It’s the one time
where we don’t care how much
we pay for something as long as
it never does the job.

Our annual Women’s Open Day is
fast approaching and entries are
rolling in for the event on Sunday,
14 September 2025. 

Our popular annual event is
renowned in the region for our
wonderful country hospitality, a
challenging course, great competi-
tion prizes and raffle prizes. We
hope you can help us make this
year’s Open Day a success once
again by cooking or donating treats
for morning tea and after lunch, and
also gifts for the raffles.

All donations will be gratefully
received. Please contact our
Women’s Captain, Carmen Byrne,
if you can help in any way.
Lockers at entrance to course
A reminder that Scott Preston,
Manager of the Servicemen’s
Club, would like the locker shed at
the entrance to the course to be ti-
died up prior to 2 September.
Members are requested that if you
hire a locker, and have items stored
outside your locker, please take a
few minutes to either put these in-
side your locker or take them
home. If there are any items that
can be thrown out, you can put
these in the Club’s rubbish trailer
near the entrance to the course.
Golf Club’s Annual General
Meeting

The club’s AGM will be held on
Saturday, 20 September 2025, fol-
lowing the competition. 
GOLF RESULTS, 9 August

It was a bleak, drizzly and cold
Saturday, 9 August 2025, for the
men and women golfers who
played in the weekly comps, hoping
in vain that the weather might im-

prove. While the sun did peek out
once or twice during the round,
most of us felt the wintry conditions
made it pretty hard going.

River Parsons had a lucky break
when, after hitting off the 4th tee,
he and his group were not sure
where his ball had landed. After
searching, they found it lodged in
an unfilled divot, covered in mud.

The men played a single stable-
ford for the Tom Duffy Trophy.
Thanks Tom, for your very gener-
ous sponsorship of this week’s
event.

Winner: Will Sanders (37 points)
Runner-up: Michael Toirkens (35

points)
Third: Barry McDonald (32

points)
Ball Comp: Keith Ferguson (29

points) Keith Morgan (27 points)
Tom Duffy (25 points)

Men’s NTP (8th/17th): Keith
Ferguson

Jackpot (17th): Keith Ferguson
(the first Jackpot winner since Vir-
ginia Groot Obbink won it on 22

December 2024)
The women played a single sta-

bleford for the V&M Trophy. Sin-
cere thanks to Wendy from V&M
who very generously donated gift
vouchers to the winner and runner-
up.

Winner: Carmen Byrne (33
points)

Runner-up: Di Freeman (29
points)

Ball Comp: Deb Ferguson (28
points)

Women’s NTP (8th/17th): Deb
Ferguson
Coming up

Saturday, 16 August Committee
meeting 10.30am; Mixed single sta-
bleford for a Club Trophy

Thursday, 14 August RMC
Women’s Open Day

Saturday, 23 August Medley 2-
ball Irish stableford for the Barry
McDonald/Troopers Rest Trophy in
support of Legacy

Saturday, 30 August Medley 2-
ball multiplier for the Hans and
Donna Kuhn Trophy.

Women’s winners, Di Freeman and Carmen Byrne


