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COMING WEATHER BRAIDWOOD’SChance 
Temp Min Max rain
Wed 7° 10° 75%
Thur: 4° 12° 65%
Fri: 1° 15° 5%
Sat: 2° 17° 5%
Sun: 3° 17° 5%
Mon: 8° 18° 10%
Tue: 11° 20° 50%

... continued on page 2

6 Seymour Street, Majors Creek
Charming Country Cottage

3 bed 1 bath 2 car
FOR SALE $675,000

187 Hereford Hall, Hereford Hall via Bwood
Rustic Log Home with Breathtaking Views

3 bed 1 bath 7 car
FOR SALE $915,000

PHONE KELLY ALLEN,
ASHLEY WILLIAMS OR
SUZANNE CARTER
ON 4842 1029
78 WALLACE ST BRAIDWOOD

A rose by
any other
name might
be...
a pop-up?
Robin Tennant Wood

Braidwood’s newest shop, a pop-
up in the former Bunyip Jungle
premises, is named for a rose.

Not any rose, but a mystery rose
that was discovered on the graves
of Dr Octavius Weld and his wife,
Ann Weld, in the Blakiston Ceme-
tery in South Australia.

Octavius Weld – the shop, not
the rose – is a venture by the Kidd
family. Sam (a rose lover) and
Steve Kidd have decided to part
with a sizeable proportion of their
personal collection of art, artifacts
and collectibles, acquired over
many years and, in fact, multiple
generations of both the Kidd and
Wilton families.

The shop is a treasure trove of
interesting items, including paint-
ings and prints, musical instru-
ments, clothing, tools, toys, music
equipment and bric-a-brac. Sky
Kidd, told the Changing Times that
she couldn’t believe her father was
prepared to part with a handmade

Sky Kidd with her father Steve.



It’s been almost 40 years in the
planning, but finally Australia is
set to have a permanent Centre for
Disease Control.
The process began back in 1987,

when, in the wake of the worst of
the AIDS epidemic, ANU epidemi-
ologist, Professor Bob Douglas,
put forward the question, “Does
Australia need a centre for disease
control?”, in a paper published in
the Medical Journal of Australia.
Since then, Australian govern-

ments have grappled with out-
breaks of Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS: 2002-04),
dengue fever (Qld, 2009), swine
flu pandemic (H1N1, 2009-10),
Middle East Respiratory Syn-
drome (MERS-CoV, 2012),
COVID-19 pandemic (2019-
2022), and Mpox (2022-23). 
With no central and independent

body to coordinate responses to
these outbreaks, governments have

last week legislation was tabled in
the federal parliament to create a
permanent Centre for Disease
Control (CDC), expected to start
operation from January 2026.
The COVID-19 Response In-

quiry found that a CDC would
have provided an apolitical path
for governments to follow, as well
as a voice for both the public and
governments.
A non-partisan approach from

health and medical experts could
have summarised the data, as-
sessed the situation and informed
policy without becoming em-
broiled in politics. Unlike govern-
ments, which, of necessity, move
from one issue to another quickly
and as situations demand, a CDC
will be able to use the data and ev-
idence of one emergency to lay the
groundwork for dealing with the
next.
The federal government has

committed over $250 million over
four years to establish and fund the
new CDC. While it is yet unclear
how the CDC will operate,
Monash University’s Infectious
Diseases and Epidemiology Direc-
tor, Professor Allen Cheng,
sounded a warning this week that

we need to avoid the “chaos and
political interference” that has
threatened US policies and funding
in health and health-related areas
such as mRNA vaccines, medical
research, foreign aid for
HIV/AIDS and alcohol labelling.
Professor Cheng writes that the

early signs for a fully independent
Australian CDC are positive. Safe-
guards in the draft legislation mean
the CDC director must, under most
circumstances, publish advice to
government and the associated ra-
tionale and evidence. In practice,
this would mean that it would be
clear to the public when and if any
government made policy decisions
against the advice of the CDC.
At a time when misinformation

and disinformation spread like
wildfire through social media
channels, an independent, science-
based, central agency to advise
governments on health emergen-
cies is a step towards the depoliti-
cisation of health. 
It will remove the use of any fu-

ture public health crises from the
hands of those who might seek to
use them as political instruments
and deliver a coordinated and non-
partisan policy approach.           
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relied on largely political solutions,
which for the most part have
worked, but result in the inevitable
politicisation of something that
should be left to health experts to
determine.
When state governments im-

posed lockdowns during the worst
of the Covid outbreaks, the issue
became immediately political, with
opposition parties claiming heavy-
handedness on the part of govern-
ment parties and governmental
responses to the crisis fracturing
down political lines. 
State government Chief Medical

Officers (CMOs) were routinely
dismissed as being mere mouth-
pieces for government and their
advice dismissed as overly politi-
cal.
It took a full-scale public health

emergency to expose the weak-
nesses in our system, but once ex-
posed, the solution was waiting:

EDITORIAL Robin Tennant Wood

TREE and BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Centre for Disease Control
to sidestep politics

wooden carpentry plane made by
her grandfather, but it’s there along
with three other vintage carpentry
planes. The wood alone in that
plane could tell a hundred stories.

Out the back are bikes and gar-
den ornaments, along with some
tubestock from Sky’s garden at
Charley’s Forest.

Sky’s signature silver and
turquoise jewellery and Asha’s il-
lustrations are also available.

The window display is an arrest-
ingly curated sample of what
you’ll find inside. It’s colourful,
it’s eclectic and it’s fun.

Octavius Weld – the rose – is in-
teresting in that it has no prove-
nance. No one knows where it

came from or why, only that it was
found on the grave of Dr Weld. It
is described by the Victorian State
Rose Garden as “Tea rose. Flowers
soft apricot tones, large free-
branching bush, deep bronze-green
foliage; tall, semi-double, vigor-
ous; recurrent; fragrant”.

Of Octavius Weld (1833-1901)
the doctor, slightly more is known:
he and his wife, Ann, lived at Mt
Barker in South Australia. He was
a Justice of the Peace and left
money in his will for a public park
to be set aside for children. The
park is now named Weld Park. Oc-
tavius and Ann had four daughters,
one of whom, Eleanor, was one of
the first female doctors in South
Australia.

Octavius Weld the shop is open
until the end of October and is well
worth dropping in.

Octavius Weld
... continued from page 1

ABOUT THE PLACE

CWA ladies at their inaugural Thong Throwing competition.

Sustainable Braidwood launches its website at Casanovas.
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While it doesn’t officially begin
until the equinox, which this year
falls on 23 September, the arrival
of warmer days and milder nights,
westerly winds, trees in bloom,
nesting birds and the sound of
lawn mowers on the afternoon
breeze all signal that spring is here. 
Down at the Braidwood Com-

munity Garden, Erika Mordek has
been preparing for the coming
growing season. After the winter

drenching, the grass is now flour-
ishing and with more rain forecast
for the season, she’s getting a jump
on the weeds. The berry bed is now
planted out and the broad beans are
coming along nicely.
Coming under the umbrella of

Braidwood Urban Landcare
Group, the Community Garden is
a space for local residents inter-
ested in sustainable gardening and
food production.

Spring into the community garden
Robin Tennant Wood

SERVICE SPOTLIGHT

Calcium 
It is recommended to aim for three serves of calcium per day
to maintain healthy bones. 
Vitamin D
Vitamin D is essential for calcium absorption. Vitamin D is
mostly produced by our bodies when our skin is exposed to
sunlight. The elderly, individuals with darker skin, or those who
do not expose their skin to sunlight are at greatest risk of low
vitamin D levels.
Vitamin D supplementation may be recommended if levels are
low.
Physical activity
Brisk walking, jogging, jumping, skipping and hopping are
beneficial; as are sports such as netball or basketball where
jumping is involved. A weights programme at home or at the
gym (with gradual increases in the weights used) is ideal to
combine with high impact exercises for optimal bone strength.
Balance exercises are also beneficial as they reduce the
incidence of falls that can result in osteoporotic fractures.

Bone health
Osteoporosis leads to fragile bones and is a major cause of
fractures in the elderly. Over 70% of women and 50% of men
over 80 years of age have osteoporosis, however, many remain
undiagnosed until a fracture occurs.
As we age, particularly after menopause in women, bone
density declines. Bone density can be measured using a DXA
scan. Calcium and vitamin D intake along with weight bearing
exercise are the most important factors in maintaining healthy
bones.

Risk Factors:
• Low body weight
• Low physical activity
• Low vitamin D levels
• High salt intake
• Low dietary calcium 
• High alcohol consumption
• Smoking

What is a serve of Calcium?
• 1 cup (250mL) milk (or 1 cup

calcium fortified milk alternatives)
• 1 tub (200g) yoghurt
• 100g (3/4 cup) almonds
• 2 slices (40g) hard cheese or

200g cottage cheese
• 250g raw spinach
• 50g tofu or 50g sardines
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St Bede’s Primary School came alive last week
as students and staff celebrated Book Week
with their annual parade. 

The theme for this year, “Book an Adven-
ture,” was embraced wholeheartedly, with a
wonderful variety of characters stepping onto
the playground “runway.”

The day featured an incredible line-up of
storybook favourites, including Paddington
Bear, Tin Man, Mary Poppins, Madeline,
Wally, Cat in the Hat, and Thing 1 and Thing
2, just to name a few. Every student’s creativ-
ity and effort helped make the parade a cele-
bration of reading and the support of families
in preparing costumes added to the magic of
the day. The teachers also joined in on the
fun, dressing as pirates and performing an im-

provised play written and narrated by Teacher
Librarian, Sue Anderson, much to the delight
of the students.

Adding to the excitement, Piggy from
Community Bank Braidwood made a special
guest appearance and happily joined the pa-
rade. Parents and carers lined the playground
to cheer on the students, with one parent re-
marking, “This was the best Book Week pa-
rade yet!”

Here is what some of the students had to
say about their costumes:
• Elliot chose Zac Power because “I like to
spy on my sister.”

• Elise  dressed as Sadako Sasaki because
“we are going to Japan at Christmas.”

• Ruby became Storm the Lightning Fairy

ST BEDE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

Bringing books to life
Amy Doszpot, Acting Principal

because “it is my favourite book and I love
fairies.”

• Henry transformed into Percy Jackson be-
cause “he fights monsters.”

• Tilly dressed as Hermione Granger because
“sometimes she is silly like me.”

• Jess became Mary Poppins because “she
goes on lots of adventures and can fly with
her umbrella.”

• Aaleyah made everyone smile by dressing
as an avocado from a recipe book, explain-
ing, “I like guacamole but not with onion
or pepper!”
Book Week at St Bede’s was not only a cel-

ebration of literature but also a chance for stu-
dents, families and staff to come together and
share in the joy of reading.



Council is seeking feedback on
draft concept designs for the rede-
velopment of 88 Wallace Street in
Braidwood, the old D&S Motors
site. 

The redevelopment will create a
small car park and a pedestrian link
to Wallace Street. We are seeking
feedback about the location of pub-
lic toilets, the treatment of the in-
ground car pits, the landscaping at
the front of the block, and more.
Read more about the project, look
at the concept images, and have
your say at yourvoice.qprc.
nsw.gov.au/redevelopment-88-
wallace-street-braidwood

—  * —  * — * —
Are you someone who might be

able to help during or after a disas-
ter, who could volunteer in some
way to help impacted community
members? Or have you experi-
enced a disaster and volunteered in
the past? If so, we’d love to hear
from you. We are holding a series
of drop-in information sessions to
talk about volunteers during emer-
gencies. There are sessions in Cap-
tains Flat, Queanbeyan, Burra,
Jerrabomberra, Araluen, Braid-
wood, and Bungendore. Council
has received funding from the
NSW Government through the
Supporting Spontaneous Volun-
teers Program to develop a plan to
coordinate informal volunteers
during and after disasters. The info
sessions will be a chance to pro-
vide input into the draft plan. Find
all the details on our website at
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/events.

—  * —  * — * —
Applications for the 2025 round

of the Local Heritage Grants are
open! These grants can be used to-
wards minor works that will en-
hance the heritage character of
your property. Projects can include
repairs to fencing, verandas, win-
dows, roof cladding, decorative de-
tails or painting. To apply, you
need own a heritage-listed property
or be in a listed conservation area
on Schedule 5 of the Queanbeyan-
Palerang Regional Local Environ-
mental Plan 2022, have support
from Council’s Heritage Advisors,
have an approved minor works ap-
plication, and have two quotes for
the proposed works. The grant
funding is based on a dollar-for-

dollar amount. Find out more at
bit.ly/local-heritage-grants 

—  * —  * — * —
If you shop in Queanbeyan,

there is a chance to win big while
supporting local businesses during
the Shop & Win promotion. Fol-
lowing on from the success of
Shop & Win in Braidwood and
Bungendore over the last few
years, Shop & Win Queanbeyan is
running to support local businesses
during, and in the lead up to, the
Monaro Street refresh project.
From Monday 25 August through
to Friday 3 October, receive an
entry ticket for transactions worth
$20 or more at a participating busi-
ness. With more than 85 busi-
nesses participating in the
Queanbeyan CBD, there are count-
less opportunities to enter, from
dining to shopping and health,
wellbeing, and professional sup-
port. The prizes will include $500
prizes each week, and a final
$5,000 prize at the end of the pro-
motion. The prizes will also be
spent locally at participating busi-
nesses. Enter your details and the
unique code on your ticket at
www.treasuretrail.com.au/win to
enter the draw.

—  * —  * — * —
Congratulations to Bungendore,

which was officially named Aus-
tralia’s Top Small Tourism Town
for 2025! This prestigious award,
announced at the national awards
ceremony at Australian Parliament
House, celebrates the town’s
unique charm and strong commit-

ment to providing an unforgettable
visitor experience. It is brilliant to
receive this recognition on the na-
tional stage, and we hope this will
encourage even more visitors to
come and discover what makes
Bungendore special. It was only in
2023 that Braidwood was recog-
nised in the Canberra Region
Tourism Awards, winning the Top
Small Town. It is great to receive
the recognition for the special, and
unique, charms that both Braid-
wood and Bungendore have.

—  * —  * — * —
Council is seeking feedback via

our Your Voice page on several
projects, including a proposal to re-
name the bridge over the Shoal-
haven River at Ballalaba the Alma
Bridge, a proposal to name the
Bungendore Community Centre
the Norah Starrs Community Cen-
tre, the Waste Strategy 2025-2045,
a proposal to name the Ellerton
Drive bridge the Andy Lane
Bridge and a series of Council
policies. Sign up on our Your
Voice page to contribute your
feedback at yourvoice.qprc.
nsw.gov.au 
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FROM THE QPRC MAYOR’S DESK

Kenrick Winchester QPRC mayor.
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It’s certainly been a while due to
the wet winter weather and very
soggy trails.
On 31st August riders enjoyed a

relaxing ride in the welcome warm
sunshine around the beautiful her-
itage listed town of Braidwood. 
Scenic views across the land-

scape seen from the local reservoir
and then the delightful ride around
the Community gardens, across the
creek and up through the edge of
town riders all agreed Braidwood
certainly is a delight to witness
from the saddle on horseback.
Sisters, Jill and Sandy, pho-

tographed by Vicki, were caught
eyeing off the well-kept local golf
course.
Our next club ride will be on

28th September.
For those not familiar with our

club it was back in 2021, when a
dedicated small group of friends
who spent much time in the saddle
together decided it was time they
formed a club, our Bombay Riders

Trail Horse Riders club was
formed.
The Braidwood district offers

riders a variety of terrain and out-
looks. From temperate forest, open
country and bush mountain tracks
we intend to discover more of the
natural beauty of our region whilst
enjoying good company and our
equine companions. Our rides will
cater to most riders, and we are a
family orientated club. 
As an ATHRA club the members

remain keen to discover more of
their local area and grow in mem-
bership, as we enjoy many activi-
ties together and continue to value
new friendships formed while rid-
ing together. 
If you are interesting in joining

The Bombay Trail Riders, please
email: bombayriders1@gmail.com
or phone our President Jillian
0448001278 to discuss member-
ship.
We ride on the last Sunday of

each month.

BOMBAY RIDERS Vicki Walcott 

In conjunction with the Braidwood
weekend of the QPRC Arts Trail,
there will be a “Paper Trail” exhi-
bition at BRAG.

The concept is, quite literally, a
trail of artworks on paper. These
can be any genre, any medium, fin-
ished pieces or works in progress,
and not previously exhibited.

Organiser and artist, Julie Baker,
said that these works on paper are
the treasures, the individual inter-
pretation of a subject. They repre-
sent the artist and their journey
through life.

The aim is to provide an easy
fun-filled day and a way of show-
ing, looking, touching and buying
original, local artworks with noth-
ing costing more than $150.

Each artist will have a table
space and maybe a wall for hang-
ing space behind them. Displays
are up to the individual artist:
works might be scattered on the
table, placed on easels or in boxes.
It’s up to each creative person to
decide how best to show their
work.

When: Friday 3 October 6.00pm
– Sunday 5 October 3.00pm. The
opening is on Friday with the bar
open 6.00-8.00pm.

Where: Braidwood Regional
Arts Group, Wallace St.

Who: local artists and creatives.
Any artist or creative practi-

tioner who is interested in being in-
volved, contact Julie Baker on
0427 501 418 by 14 September.

Paper Trail coming to BRAG
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The Glasshouse is a space for the
community.  Non-commercial
bookings can be made by commu-
nity groups by emailing: braid
woodcreative@gmail.com  

There is also a workstation with
A4 printing available by appoint-
ment to community groups.  This
workstation has been made possi-
ble thanks to a grant received by
the Braidwood Community Asso-

Growing in the Glasshouse
Catherine Bell

ciation, with its running costs cov-
ered by the Braidwood Creative
Arts Association (donations wel-
comed).  

Access to this space, and the
(soon to be available) Wi-Fi, is
thanks to QPRC.

The Glasshouse is an inspiring
space, where dreams and ideas are
nurtured, connections are made
and a community can grow.

Braidwood Jane Austen lovers will
be able to celebrate the famous au-
thor’s 250th birthday in style this
year. 

The Braidwood Jane Austen
Book Club is preparing a small

In August the Braidwood Garden
Club held its Annual   General
Meeting at the Braidwood Service-
men’s Club. 

More than half the register mem-
bers turned up for the re-election of
the committee and enjoyed a pres-
entation by Fran Woods on the pre-
vious year’s excursions and
partook of delicious soups and
desserts, made by Club members.

This year’s Committee consists
of :

President: Dot Willcoxson;
Vice-President: John Tuckwell;
Treasurers: Leonie & Richard Jol-
ley; Secretary: Jane Moore; Web
Manager: Fran Wood; Newsletter:

GARDEN CLUB Erika Mordek 
Erika Mordek; Member: Sunita
Kotnala.

Garden Club usually meets on
the second Thursday of the month
and the next meeting at the Club,
11 September, is about Cool cli-
mate gardening with Rohan de
Britt.

Rohan de Britt is the NSW/ACT
Area manager for Searles and trav-
els to talk to various garden clubs.
He has been in the horticulture in-
dustry for 15 years, both in retail
nursery and wholesale environ-
ments. 

He is a keen gardener himself
and a member of the NSW Cactus
and Succulent Society.

The Braidwood Men’s Shed has
built five new rubbish and sand
boxes for the golf club.

The boxes, which have separate
sections for recycling and waste to
landfill, as well as a section for
sand, have been funded by the
Community Bank Braidwood.

Men’s Shed steps up to the tee
Robin Tennant Wood

They will be installed on the golf
course this week, just in time for
the Braidwood Women’s Open
this Sunday.

On hand to receive the new
boxes were members of the Golf
Club Committee and Nick Fry
from the bank.

Golf Club Vice President Keith Ferguson, President Barry McDonald, the Men’s
Shed’s Noel Shepherd and David Cargill, Nick Fry, and Golf Club Treasurer Steve
Glenday with the new bin.

Jane Austen at Bedervale
event to mark her birthday at Bed-
ervale. Sunday 16 November is the
date set for house and garden read-
ings, some Regency dancing, fol-
lowed by High Tea, all within the
grounds of Bedervale Homestead.
Costumes are optional and places
are limited. 

Please keep the date free, and
watch this space for more details
on how you can purchase your
ticket to participate in this extrav-
aganza. To register your interest
please text 0432 687 255. 
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News trivia
Have you been
paying attention?
n A former Australian state premier attended Chinese

President Xi Jinping’s military parade last week. Who
was it?

‰ Gladys Berejiklian ‰ Daniel Andrews
‰ Peter Beattie ‰ Bob Carr

n Reports have emerged about the influential incursion of
a religious sect into the Victorian branch of the Liberal
Party. What is the sect?

‰ Pentecostals ‰ Quakers
‰ Exclusive Brethren ‰ Anabaptists

n A funicular (cable car) crashed in which European city
last week resulting in 16 deaths and numerous injuries?

‰ Naples ‰ Lisbon
‰ Barcelona ‰ Marseille

n Which internationally renowned fashion designer died
last week at the age of 91?

‰ Donatella Versace ‰ Ralph Lauren
‰ Giorgio Armani ‰ Calvin Klein

n Choice Magazine recently reported that several brands
of a common pharmacy/supermarket product found in
most Australian homes do not, in fact, meet the claims of
the manufacturers and may not be effective. What is the
item?

‰ Sunscreen ‰ Paracetamol
‰ Nasal sprays ‰ Muscular pain relief gels

n Pope Leo XIV has canonised a new saint who died in
2006 and who is being referred to as the “saint of the
internet” for his work cataloguing miracles and
evangelising online. How old was Saint Carlo Acutis
when he died?

‰ 15 ‰ 18
‰ 24 ‰ 31

n The Wallabies defeated the (Argentina) Pumas in
Townsville in a thriller on Saturday. What was the final
score?

‰ 24-20 ‰ 26-25
‰ 28-26 ‰ 28-24

n The Wallaroos, meanwhile, are through to the Women’s
World Rugby Cup quarterfinals despite a final round loss
to which country?

‰ England ‰ Germany
‰ USA ‰ Japan

n US President Trump renamed the Department of
Defence – what is it now?

‰ Department of Peace
‰ Department of Security
‰ Department of War
‰ Department of Liberty

n Mushroom afficionado and triple murderer, Erin
Patterson, was sentenced this week. What is her
sentence?

‰ 20 years for each of the three murders
‰ 30 years with non-parole of 20 years
‰ Life without parole
‰ Life with non-parole of 33 years

???
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Answers on page 17

Mongarlowe Area Community Association
The Mongarlowe Hall Committee has set up a campaign for fund raising for
ongoing upkeep and expenses for the Hall. People can donate to the Hall via
the Return and Earn system. You can take returnable items to a Return &
Earn Centre and set the money earned to go directly to the Hall Community
fund.
Currently this is set as a running campaign from 29/8/2025 to 29/8/2026 with
a target of $1,000.
The name of the campaign is Hall Community. You can search in the Return
& Earn app for this name/campaign.

Michele, MACA committee
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BRAIDWOOD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION Judy  van Rijswijk

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council has released concept de-
signs for the redevelopment of 88
Wallace Street, the former D&S
Motors site, along with the off-
street carpark behind it.

Council says the project will de-
liver greater parking options for
locals and tourists, as well as new
community spaces in the heart of
town.

“We are planning to redevelop
88 Wallace St and some of the
Council Depot site to create a
small carpark and a pedestrian
link to Wallace St. It would provide
greater carparking options for lo-
cals and tourists as well as provide
some additional community space.
This is the first stage of a long-
term plan to relocate the Depot
and convert the rest of the site into
more carparking and new housing
blocks,” Council noted in its re-
lease.

What’s in the concept designs
The initial designs feature:
• Community spaces for gathering
• Outdoor seating and landscaped

areas
• Public toilets
• A new pedestrian link from the

carpark to Wallace Street
Council has also confirmed it
is  open to other community-
driven ideas for the site.

Community Consultation
Residents will have the opportu-
nity to view and discuss the de-
signs at the Braidwood
Community Association meeting
on Tuesday, 16 September at
5.30pm at the Servicemen’s Club.

Feedback will be gathered dur-
ing the meeting and forwarded to
Council to ensure community
input is considered as part of the
planning process.

The concept designs are
also  open for public comment

Council unveils concept designs
for 88 Wallace St redevelopment

until Monday, 29 September via
Council’s engagement website:
https://yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/
redevelopment-88-wallace-street-
braidwood

Copies of the designs can also be
viewed at Council’s  Customer

Service Centres between 9am and
4pm, Monday to Friday.

It is important that members of
the community complete the sur-
vey so that our voices are heard.
Next Steps
This redevelopment marks the first
stage of a long-term vision for the
site, which includes relocating the
Council Depot and creating more
carparking and new housing
blocks in future phases.



10 — Wednesday September 10, 2025 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Wallace Street Medical Centre
enhances access to care with
bulk billing consultations

Wallace Street Medical Centre is pleased to
announce an important update to its billing policy:
all standard GP consultations are now fully BULK
BILLED for patients with a valid Medicare card.

This change is part of our ongoing commitment
to improving healthcare access for families,
pensioners, and rural residents in Braidwood and
surrounding communities.

Please note that while consultations are bulk
billed, some procedures and specialised services
may attract a private fee. Patients will be advised
in advance where private fees apply.

We currently have six experienced GPs ready to
welcome new patients and provide
comprehensive and compassionate care across
a wide range of services including chronic
disease management, skin checks, preventive
health, and immunisations.

Appointments can be made via our website at:
www.wallacesmc.com.au
or by calling (02) 4842 1575.

P.S. Dr Shirley Jenkins provides bulk billing
exclusively for concession card holders and
children under the age of 16.  

BOOKWORM Julia Ermert 

There are times in our lives
when we fantasise about living

alone — teething children, difficult
marriages, hostile in-laws, unpaid
overtime … and later years when
we find we have no choice in the
matter. What if there was a choice,
a career choice? 

At a difficult time in Canberra, a
lot to do with gender politics in my
church, I came across The An-
choress, by Robyn Cadwallader.
This work of historical fiction was
short-listed for the 2015 Adelaide
Festival Awards for Literature and
was ACT Book of the Year. It was
Cadwallader’s debut novel and she
was local — Murrumbateman, I
think. 

It’s set in medieval times which
interested me because I was in-
volved in writing about the place
of women in the early Christian
Church, and the general debate
about whether they should have
any place now, and if you think
that’s old news, I can assure you
it’s not. 

So what is an anchoress? It’s a
woman who dedicates her life to
God, but unlike a nun, does not
live in a convent or with a group.
She lives alone, like a hermit, but
unlike him, can’t wander around.
She lives in a single cell, usually
attached to a church, and she can-
not leave; the door is nailed shut.
It’s called an anchorhold. 

Who would choose such a life? 
The fictional anchoress is Sarah,

seventeen at the beginning of the
novel, and it’s 1255 in England.
Her loved sister has died in child-
birth and the local lord’s son has
the hots for her. 

Sarah has no choices here, no
protection. Men had minds and
souls, but women had only bodies,
and those bodies were a continual
distraction and temptation to men.
They had to be under control. The
convent? She would be expected to
bring a dowry with her. If she en-

ters without something substantial,
she’d be not much more than a
scrubbing-maid. It would mean es-
cape, but at what cost? 

If she offers herself to the bishop
as anchoress, she will be free from
marrying and bearing children or
living in a convent. The role  car-
ried spiritual and social respect.
She can read books, write, medi-
tate, teach, and think freely. The
church and associated village will
feel blessed. Her cell would be,
typically, only a few paces wide,
but adequately furnished, with two
windows. One, a ‘squint,’ looks
into the church so she can follow
the services and receive instruction
from her priest. The other, larger,
looks out to the village so her ser-
vants can bring her food and take
away the garbage. And at this one,
villagers can ask her for advice or
comfort. 

I’ll leave Sarah’s story there and
pass on to one of the most famous
religious women of all time, and
arguably the inspiration for this
historical novel. 

And yet we know next nothing
about her —- except what she said. 

She is Julian of Norwich, born
around 1340. 

She was brought to my attention
because of the similarity of our
names,  but we don’t actually
know her name. An anchoress took
her name from the patron saint of
the church that supported her and
this is probably St Julian’s at Con-
isford, Norwich. She herself is
known as Dame Julian, Lady Ju-
lian or Mother Julian, but not St Ju-
lian; in order for someone to be
proclaimed a saint in the Roman
Catholic Church, there has to be
evidence of a miracle.

Norwich was a port city so there
was much coming and going. They
were not peaceful times; in fact,
they were not so different from
today. The Hundred Years’ War
with France began in 1337.  There
were three episodes of the plague

The
Solitary
Life Julian of Norwich



— the Black Death— in Julian’s
lifetime, halving the population.

There were still political prob-
lems, worsened by their being reli-
gious politics. The Great Schism of
1378 was caused by a new Pope
being set up in Avignon to oppose
Urban VI in Rome. 

Thomas Arundel, Archbishop of
Canterbury and Chancellor of Eng-
land introduced a ban on women
teaching and the Bible being trans-
lated into languages other than
Latin.

Plus ça change … we still have
problems in Canterbury. We just
don’t bring in the troops. 

Amongst all this turmoil, Julian
fell ill. We don’t know if she was
at home or already in her cell. But
it was 1373 and she was thirty. In
medieval times, sickness could be
valued, even prayed for, as a time
to journey into a new spiritual
awareness, a way of being closer to
Christ’s own suffering. Some the-
ologians claimed that women
could effect this more easily than
men because their natural bleed-
ing, suckling and birth-giving bod-
ies mirror the body of Christ
crucified. Certainly a mother can
truly say, “This is my body, broken
for you …” (Luke 22:19.) 

So it gave women a new author-
ity to speak and write while still re-
maining within the accepted
traditions of the Church. 

During her illness, Julian had vi-
sions. She called them ‘Shewings
,’  and she knew she must pass on
to others what these taught her
about the love of God. The result-
ing book comes to us as The Reve-
lations of Divine Love.

Books then were written in Latin
and Julian claimed to be ‘unlet-
tered,’ meaning perhaps she had
little knowledge of Latin. But she
was well educated and probably
read Latin. Even in the more liberal
days, it didn’t do for women to be
seen to know too much! 

Julian insisted in her teaching
that we should see God as all-lov-
ing: ‘Would’st thou know the
Lord’s meaning in this thing?
Know it well. Love was his mean-
ing.’ She was convinced that ‘ all
shall be well, and all shall be well,
and all manner of thing shall be
well.’ 

Julian said elsewhere that she
did not see Hell or any damned
souls in her visions …. though she
was careful not to say she didn’t
believe in that doctrine. But to her
sin was ‘behoveable.’ It was a mis-
take, a misstep, rather than some-
thing that damned one forever. She

may have known the Greek term
‘harmatia.’ It’s an archery term:
you aimed at the bullseye but
missed it. You just needed more
practice. 

Julian’s friendly way of speak-
ing, simple and homely in feeling
and words, shows an ability to
write for everyone, not just schol-
ars and theologians. She was deter-
mined to make the love of God
comprehensible to all. 

She was also proto-feminist!
“As truly as God is our father, just
as truly is he our mother… our true
mother, Jesus, bears us into joy and
endless living.” There are echoes
of a happy home here. No sugges-
tion of an angry patriarchal father
figure. 

Julian’s Revelations of Divine
Love is the first book known to be
written by a woman in English,
and is acknowledged all over the

world as one of the great classics
of spiritual literature. Her work
still goes on, and, if you’re lucky
enough to visit Norwich, you can
walk in her very steps. Otherwise,
there are many books about her,
plus editions and arrangements of
the original available, from pocket
size to shelf size. 

So ‘go on your way, living
gladly and joyfully because of his
Love.’
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Community Bank 
Braidwood

Making good 
things happen
When you bank with us, profits pour into the
community. 
$11million so far.

A bank giving back sounds unusual. For us, it’s
business as usual.

Find out more. Call us on or search Bendigo Bank
Braidwood.

$11million

 

$11million
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
4842 2882 or 0419 445 299

If you’re looking for adventure,
enlightenment, or a strong test of

your nerves, try getting around
Southeast Asia. 

Over four weeks, I experienced
just about every form of transport
short of a hot air balloon, although,
in Vang Vieng, that was on the
menu. Tuk-tuks with suspension
like shopping trolleys, high-speed
trains with airport-level paranoia,
footpaths designed by sadists, and
one rental car that saw far more
than it was built for.

There’s nothing quite like get-
ting behind the wheel in Southeast
Asia to remind you how much you
take things like road rules and a
working suspension for granted.

I started in Bangkok, because
obviously, the best way to kick off
a relaxing holiday is picking up a
hire car on New Year’s Day in one
of the world’s busiest cities. And,
if you’re not being overtaken by a
motorbike carrying a family of five
and a live chicken, are you even in
Thailand?

The GPS had clearly been out
the night before. “Turn left,” it
chirped, as I was merging right
onto an overpass, with three lanes
of traffic behaving like five. Then,
“stay on the road,” as we ap-
proached a T-intersection. It
wasn’t so much navigation as sug-
gestion.

But somehow, it works. Mostly.
Once I’d escaped Bangkok’s
spaghetti bowl of roads, I hit the
backroads; meandering through
rice paddies, mountain passes, and
the kind of sleepy villages where
time seems to have called it quits
in the ’60s. The scenery was
breathtaking. So were the potholes,
although, having said that, Thai
roads are in much better condition
than ours. 

Driving in Thailand is its own
kind of meditation. Indicators are
rare, lane markings decorative, and
overtaking is less a calculated
move than a leap of faith. Then
there are the motorbikes that fly
through gaps you didn’t even
know existed. I dodged farm dogs,
chickens, tractors hauling suspi-
ciously wobbly loads, and once, a
bloke on a scooter with his mate
holding a mattress over his head,
with one hand.

Tuk-tuks offer a break from
driving, and from logic. These
three-wheeled death traps buzzed
around like angry hornets. Some
come complete with flashing
lights, dangling disco balls, and
‘doof’ music blaring like we were
headed to a rave, not the night mar-
ket. At one point in Vientiane, I
swear the driver took a shortcut
through someone’s laundry.

Then there’s the train. The new
Lao-China high-speed service is
sleek, fast, and dead serious;
160km/h of air-conditioned chaos.
Kids running wild, someone play-
ing techno at full volume, and a
boarding process like you’re enter-
ing a military base: four ticket
checks, body and luggage scans,
by staff who clearly haven’t smiled
since the French left.

Walking wasn’t much easier.
Some towns had no footpaths. Oth-
ers had footpaths that were more
obstacle course than walkway,
great if you’re into parkour. I
found myself dodging rubble,
rogue scooters, broken tiles and
one very angry goose. And yes, the
goose won.

But the best transport moments
weren’t the chaotic ones; they were

No brakes, no worries:
A wild ride through Southeast Asia

Tuk-tuk parked near a canopy of
bougainvillea. As colourful as the ride
itself.
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  Julie West 

All Small Excavations
and Infrastructure Pty Ltd

We have:
n 30 years experience in all types of

excavations and civil work
n Contract rates for: pipeline, installation of

sewer, storm water, water mains and
electrical conduit

n Hourly or long-term hire rates

n 4WD vehicle with 1.8 ton excavator
n No access too difficult
n All bucket sizes n Rock grab
n Hammer n Auger
n Stick rake n Compaction wheel

n Septic system installations including
drainage

n Road crossings and culverts
n Concrete for house slabs, shed slabs and

driveways
n Site cuts, fill and compaction

n Recommended installer of concrete sleeper
retaining walls

For a site visit and quotation call or email:

Bolj 0410 534 057   bolj@iambolj.com

B3 Plumbing “from Canberra to Batemans Bay”
Recommended installer of Puretec 

n All types of water filters
for town or tank water

n Fit outs
n Extensions
Phone Bailey
0424 352 785
or email
admin@b3plumbing.net Locally owned @ Family-operated

the unexpected. Like gliding down
a river in Laos with butterflies
dancing around the boat while the
paddler cheerfully sprayed some-
thing he called “butterfly food”
onto the rocks. Or the detour
through a pineapple village with a
‘Big Pineapple’ that wouldn’t
make it as a garden gnome back
home.

From Bangkok to the mountains
of Khao Kho, I drove roads that
twisted like a politician’s promise.
I dodged stray dogs, funeral pro-
cessions, food carts going the
wrong way, and once, a tractor

cruising down the highway with a
full wedding party on the tray and
a monk at the wheel. 

Every wrong turn, every missed
exit, every sweaty tuk-tuk ride led
to something magic: a waterfall, a
meal, a new friend, and more often
than not, a cold Beer Lao or Chang
and a story worth retelling.

Would I do it again? Too right.
The driving might look like chaos,
but it works; no road rage, no
honking tantrums, just a kind of or-
ganised mayhem. And Southeast
Asia? An absolute gem. Bring on
the madness.

A Thai truck that’s part workhorse, part rolling art gallery, even the breakdowns
are eye-catching.

Local transport, Lao-style. Who needs bus timetable when the back of a ute will
do?
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Council Meetings and Times
Council holds Ordinary Meetings twice a month 
on Wednesday, excluding December and January. 
Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business 
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday 
prior to the meeting at bit.ly/MinutesAgendas. 

Members of the public can livestream the meetings 
at bit.ly/QPRCwebcast or in person. 

For those wanting to make a presentation on an 
Agenda item, you can make a: 

 Written presentation  
- submit by midday on Tuesday

 Zoom presentation  
- register by midday on Wednesday

 Register at bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
 10 September (Queanbeyan)
 24 September (Queanbeyan)

Written Questions on Notice
Questions on notice from the community must be 
submitted in writing or via email to  
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the 
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and 
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum, 
provided to the person who asked the questions and 
published on our website.

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
and regulations documents are published at 
bit.ly/DPnotices

Work with Council
 Easter Senior Pool Attendants
 Heavy Vehicle Inspector (SEWOL)
 Project Officer - Land Matters
  For more information and roles go to  

bit.ly/QPRC-Careers

Have Your Say 

Projects & initiatives open for  
community comment

Closing 
Date

Googong Township Open Spaces naming 11 Sep

Naming of Alma Bridge - Ballalaba 11 Sep

Naming of Bungendore Community Centre 11 Sep

Waste Strategy 2025-2045 15 Sep

Googong Township Eastern Boundary 
Adjustment

23 Sep

Naming of Ellerton Drive Bridge 25 Sep

A series of policies including: Road Names 
Policy, Statement of Business Ethics, Green 
Cleaning Policy, Potable and Recycled Water 
Policy, Waterwise Policy, Equal Employment 
Opportunity Policy, Sporting Gallery Policy

25 Sep

Redevelopment 88 Wallace Street Braidwood 29 Sep

 Find all the details on Council’s engagement hub at  
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au 

Submissions can be made:
 By registering and commenting via  

yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au
 By email to council@qprc.nsw.gov.au 
 By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
 Delivered in person to our Customer Service Centres

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

1300 735 025  
council@qprc.nsw.gov.au
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang

Disaster Volunteering Drop-in information sessions
We are holding a series of drop-in information sessions 
to talk about volunteers during disasters. We’d love to 
have your input.

Sessions are:
 Captains Flat, 15 September 2-4pm,
 Queanbeyan, 15 September, 6-8pm 
 Burra, 16 September 2-4pm
 Jerrabomberra, 16 September, 6.30-8.30pm
 Araluen, 17 September, 2-4pm
 Braidwood, 17 September, 6-8pm
 Queanbeyan, 18 September, 2-4pm 
 Bungendore, 18 September, 6-8pm
 Find out more at www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/events

88 Wallace Street Have Your Say
We are seeking feedback on draft concept designs for 
the redevelopment of 88 Wallace Street in Braidwood. 

The redevelopment will create a small car park and 
a pedestrian link to Wallace Street. We are seeking 
feedback about the location of public toilets, the 
treatment of the in-ground car pits, the landscaping at 
the front of the block, and more. 

 Read more, view concept images, and have your 
say at yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/redevelop-
ment-88-wallace-street-braidwood

Local Heritage Grants applications open
Applications for the 2025 round of heritage grants are 
open. To apply, you need to:

 Own a heritage-listed property or be in a listed 
conservation area

 Have support from Council’s Heritage Advisors
 Have approved Minor Works application
 Have two quotes for proposed works
 Find out more at bit.ly/local-heritage-grants
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Some years ago, QPRC purchased
the D&S Motors site at 88 Wallace
St (next door to Dojo). 
Council has just released a con-

cept plan for redevelopment of the
site. The concept plans are now
open for community comment via:
https://yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/
redevelopment-88-wallace-street-
braidwood 
QPRC is seeking any further

input you can provide, as we hope
to deliver a successful project for
the community. Submissions are
open until Monday 29 September. 
Braidwood Academy of Cre-

ative Arts (BACA) believes this is
a significant site for the Braidwood
community, with the potential to
create a vibrant public space on the
main street, in the very centre of
town. 
Please take the time to respond

to the survey questions and provide
any additional thoughts, feedback
and ideas for what the community
would like to see happen with this
unique central location. We urge
you to consider how this proposed
development will serve your com-
munity, your family and especially
the young people of Braidwood. 
The development, as presented

in this proposed concept, is par-
tially funded by a grant linked to
the provision of affordable hous-

ing. The housing is proposed for a
second stage of development on
the Council Depot site (once the
Depot is eventually relocated). 
Current funding will only pro-

vide the proposed carpark and a
new toilet block. The other items
presented in the concept plans are
not currently funded and there is
no timeline for when they might be
funded and delivered as function-
ing community spaces. 
Please consider that the pro-

posed concept is only one possible
solution to using this space. There
are other possibilities and ap-
proaches that our community
could consider. 
BACA believes that this design

and “consultation” process has
been rushed (to keep the grant
funds for the carpark) and has not
included adequate community con-
sultation early enough in the
process. The concept presented by
QPRC is not currently funded or
deliverable. It may result in a half-
developed site, with just a toilet
block in the middle of the main
street, for an extended and indeter-
minate period. 
We believe the Braidwood com-

munity deserves much better than
this. BACA shared an alternative
with QPRC, asking QPRC to ex-
plore options that may better serve

the community and be achieved
more quickly by delivering a vi-
brant, activated open public space
that requires less funding. 
At BACA, our thinking always

begins with how a proposal sup-
ports young people. We don’t feel
this QPRC proposed development
serves our community well in this
regard. As a result of BACA’s sub-
mission, Council has included
some questions in the Your Voice
survey that reflect some of the
points we raised. Council is seek-
ing an indication from the commu-
nity of whether the wider
community shares our perspective. 
However, they are still present-

ing the already developed concept
plan as their preferred option, with-
out any indication that the commu-
nity has a right to request an
alternative approach or demand
more input than merely what ma-
terials to use on the front wall of
the toilet block. Again, we believe
the Braidwood community de-
serves much better than this. 
The BACA concept sketch is

just one possible alternative ap-
proach. It proposes that this devel-
opment could be as simple as
peeling back the walls of the exist-
ing D&S building, and part of the
roof, to create an open and acces-
sible covered public space – a
plaza. This plaza space could have
built-in services to support pop-up
markets, spontaneous all-weather
recreational uses, community in-

teractions and events. The choice
could be as simple as: 
n Do we want the site occupied
by narrow buildings (“community
room” – 4.6m x 21m – and “exhi-
bition space” – 4.6m x 11m) that
aren’t funded yet and will be re-
stricted in use? (There are no de-
tails provided on who, how, when,
and what the cost will be to use
these facilities). 
Or:

n Do we want an open public
space with minimalist facilities and
services to support free community
activities and uses, providing a
covered and dynamic social space?
Something that is inclusive and ac-
cessible, and that we can afford to
build and use much sooner. 
There is potential to have both

community rooms built as part of
the second stage of development
on the Council Depot site. The
rooms could be more generous and
functional as part of a dedicated
community facility on a larger and
better located site. 
If we build these rooms on the

D&S site, we lose the opportunity
for an open plaza, and we deny
ourselves the future opportunity to
have a better purpose-built com-
munity facility on the Depot site. 
We accept that others may not

agree with this thinking and may
have valid reasons for believing
the QPRC proposed scheme is ac-
ceptable. We are writing to ask
that, whatever your thoughts are on
this matter, you please take the
time to respond to the QPRC Your
Voice survey and ensure that
Braidwood has a genuine voice in
the decisions that shape our town.
The Braidwood Community As-

sociation’s general meeting will
focus on this issue, providing an
opportunity for discussion on all
possibilities.  The meeting will be
held at The Club from 5:30pm
September 16th.

Let’s not be afraid to dream and
push for an excellent outcome.

COMMENT FROM BACA ON THE D&S SITE Catherine Bell

Daring to dream
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HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE Laura Moriarty
With marches happening around
the country and the world in
protest of migrants, I will out my-
self as first-generation Australian
on my father’s side. 

He came to Australia via a
skilled migrants visa in the early
1980s, as an instrument techni-
cian—the most unpatriotic and
anti-nationalist Scot I’ve ever met.
He instilled in me a deep distrust
of nationalism, and a deep distrust
of patriotism, and this has carried
through in a lot of the way I think
and see the world. My great-grand-
father—his grandfather—left Ire-
land to gather support for the Irish
Cause at a time when the Irish
were starving, and was faced with
anti-Catholic and anti-Irish senti-
ment in very protestant-dominated
Scotland. It is with this back-
ground that I understand the im-
pact of immigration on
Australia—and shake my head at
the rising anti-migrant sentiment
underpinning much of the right-
wing. But enough political grand-
standing from me—you want to
know what’s happening this fort-
night in Braidwood, and as such, I
will provide that.

Gigs and Concerts
From Karuna Bajracharya:
Gazawood Fundraiser at the
Smokey Horse on Saturday, 20th
September from 5pm. This very
special event is to commemorate
the amazing life of our dearest
friend Zomi Frankcom, who was
murdered by Israel in Northen
Gaza alongside her entire World
Central Kitchen team on April 1st
2024. Lalzawmi came to our own
community’s aid during the Black
Summer bushfires, where she fa-
cilitated three months of free meals
for exhausted RFS volunteers, dis-
placed families and for those who
had lost everything. ALL funds
raised will be donated to Dr Mo-
hammed Mustafa’s Children’s

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

Hospital project, who we are de-
lighted to announce will be attend-
ing the Ryrie Park memorial
happening prior to our live music
event.

We’ve put together an ALL
LOCAL lineup of amazing artists
to perform on the night including:
MIKELANGELO AND THE
LONG LOST FRIENDS, LILY
MORRIS, BAD SHED, DJ
SUGA, GRIT, ACHE$, PEMA +
SPECIAL GUESTS

Virginia Lavarack and Stephen
Rosenberg present Soundscapes II
– an immersive visual and musical
experience on Sunday, 14th Sep-
tember at the National Theatre
from 5pm. Big screen images by
photographer Virginia Lavarack
with live performance of original
music composed by Stephen
Rosenberg: conch shell,
shakuhachi, flute, double flute,
guitars, overtone singing. With
Sandy France: electric piano, syn-
thesiser, Jonathan Jones: drums
and percussion, Chris Watkins:
cello, and guest singer Marita
Fuhrer: contralto.

To book, search Soundscapes II
on Humanitix, or
https: / / t inyurl .com/ztcup9rh
(which will take you to Humani-
tix).

AGM Notices
Braidwood & District Historical
Society AGM

Friday 19th September 2025
6pm at the Braidwood Service-

men’s Club, Coronation Avenue,
Braidwood

—  * —  * — * —

The Braidwood Community
AssociationAnnual General Meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday
23rd September at 5:30 p.m. at the
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club.
All community members are in-

vited to attend.

Markets
The Braidwood Farmers Mar-
ketswill be on Saturday, 21st Sep-
tember from 8:30am in the
National Theatre.

Community Events
A wildlife monitoring workshop in
Braidwood will be held on 15th
September at 10am at the Local
Land Services building, 42 Ryrie
St, and will be free to attend. To
book, please check out the Human-
itix link: https://events.humanitix.
com/wildlife-monitoring-braid
wood-sept-2025 or contact Louise
Macdonald on 0474 862 241.

—  * —  * — * —
Braidwood and District Edu-

cation Foundation invite you to
apply for a grant for their 2026 ap-
plications. The grant applications
open on 1st September, and close
30th September. https://cef.org.au/
foundations/braidwood/

Pop-Up Shop
Octavius Weld – Pop-Up Shop
Now Open!
Step inside our handpicked col-

lection of antiques, artisan goods,
oddments, curiosities, and local art
in the Bunyip Jungle at 127 Wal-
lace St.
Open Friday to Monday, 11 am

– 3 pm, until the end of October.
Join us in Braidwood for a short-
but-splendid season of treasure
hunting.

Markets
The Braidwood Farmers Market

is on Saturday, 6th September
from 8:30am in the National The-
atre.

BCA
The Braidwood Community As-
sociation meets every third Tues-
day of the month at 5:30 pm at the
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club. 
The BCA is a community organ-

isation that advocates on behalf of
the Braidwood and surrounding
villages community.
New members are welcome to

join and be part of this important
community organisation.

Other Gatherings
There is a Life Centre Mental
Health and Wellbeing Circle run-
ning every Thursday commencing
on 11th September from 1pm to
2:30pm. Please contact Maria on
0437 989 993 to confirm you are
coming.

—  * —  * — * —
Folk club

Sun 21st Sept - Sessions After-
noon at The Royal Mail Hotel: 3 -
4:30pm Tunes (instrumental) Ses-
sion. 4:30 - 6pm Big Sing singing
session. All welcome! No charge
to participate or watch. Come
along and have fun making music
together with a friendly group.

At BRAG
Esteemed ceramicist Lisa Mad-

dern will be running a handbuild-
ing pottery workshop on 27th and
28th September from 9am on both
days. For further details, including
booking in for this workshop,
which uses the sgraffito technique,
please email
lgmaddern@gmail.com. 

—  * —  * — * —
General Drawing Group meet

on Saturday, 13th September from
4pm.

—  * —  * — * —
Life Drawing Group meet on

Saturday, 27th September from 4
pm.

—  * —  * — * —
EXPOSE
BRAG warmly invites its mem-

bers to apply for an exciting oppor-
tunity to host an arts-related event
in the BRAG art centre for 12
weekends over 2025 and 2026.
This initiative aims to support and
showcase the creative talents of re-
gional artists across visual, literary,
performing, and applied arts.
Please go to
http://bragart.com.au/expose-
2025-26 to apply.

—  * — * — * —
MEMBER’S WALL

Also at BRAG is the chance to
showcase your work. Every
month, BRAG will proudly show-
case the work of one of our tal-
ented members. The exhibitor,
chosen randomly from our mem-
bership, has the exciting opportu-
nity to display one or two pieces of
their artwork in a prominent loca-
tion between the office door andZomi Frankcom



the northern window. This offer in-
cludes an artist profile that will be
featured alongside their work, en-
hancing visibility and engagement.
Additionally, artists are welcome
to sell their pieces, with BRAG
taking the standard commission.
For further details, please go to the
website.

—  * — * — * —
Snuggle n Sing is on Mondays

at 9:30-10:15am. For further infor-
mation, please contact Theresa
Pengelly at pengellyte@gmail.com

—  * —  * — * —
Christina Carroll runs yoga

classes on Monday afternoons
from 4pm to 5:15pm.  Please get in
contact with Christina if you wish
to attend on 0414 385 051.

—  * — * — * —
Songlarks is 9:30-11:10 on Fri-

days. It is a short music class for
pre-school age children, including
infants from about six months old.
Please email Nadia McLeish at na-
diamcleish1@gmail.com for fur-
ther details.

—  * — * — * —
Life Drawing runs on the last

Saturday of every month.
—  * — * — * —

Christina has pilates classes.
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9am.

—  * — * — * —
Aikido is on during the school

term on Monday nights at 5pm and
Wednesday nights at 5pm in the
back room but please contact
Matthew Hulse for further details
on 0438 648 864. 

—  * — * — * —

Vera Active Pilates Wednes-
days at 6:30pm in the front room

B. Servicemen’s Club
Happy Hour is on at the Club for
members every weekday from
5pm to 6pm. Members get 20% off
their drinks.
Mondays

Pool Comp - 6pm, $5 to play
Tuesdays 
Tai Chi - 10.00 am

—  * — * — * —
Canasta – 11am. Contact the

Club for more information.
—  * — * — * —

Bridge - 1.00 pm - new players
welcome, contact Rose Ribbons on
0421 939 151 for more informa-
tion. Free to play.

—  * — * — * —
Squash Comp – Evenings -

School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information. 

Wednesdays
Social Bowls – 12.45 pm to

begin playing at 1.00pm 
—  * — * — * —

Trivia – 2nd Wednesday of
every month. 6.30pm to begin
playing at 7.00 pm. $5 to play. 

—  * — * — * —
Squash Comp – Evenings -

School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information.

—  * — * — * —
Tango – 5.30 pm Tango Les-

sons, Contact Erika Mordek 0432
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Answers to the quiz on page 8: 1. Daniel Andrews; 2. Exclusive
Brethren; 3. Lisbon; 4. Armani; 5. Sunscreen; 6. 15 ; 7. 28-24 ; 
8. England ; 9. Department of War ; 10. Life with non-parole of 33
years

HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE

687255 for more information.

Thursdays

TLC Mumma’s Connect
Mothers’ Group meet weekly at
the Club on Thursdays from 10am
to 12pm, first session is free, then
$21 per week. Contact Tracey
Harrison via her website:
lactationcoach.com.au for further
details.
Golf Club’s Chook Run –

Thursday Afternoon

Fridays
Tai Chi – 10.00 am.

—  * — * — * —
Friday Raffles – Every Friday

Night, Raffle Tickets on Sale at
6.00 pm, Raffle drawn at 7.30 pm.

—  * — * — * —
Members Draw – The Mem-

bers Draw will be drawn any time
between 7-9 pm and will jackpot
up to a possible $5,000.

—  * — * — * —
Members Happy Hour – 5-

6pm Monday–Friday
—  * — * — * —

Line Dancing – 7.15 pm, Social
Line Dancing. Contact Maureen
Robertson 0413 795 630 for more
information.

Saturdays
Tango is on Saturday mornings

at 10:15 for beginners, and 10:45
for intermediate students. For fur-
ther details, please contact Erika
Mordek on 0432 687 255
Golf Comp – 12.00 pm - 4.30

pm 

Sundays
Social Dancing – First Sunday

of the month, 4pm - 6pm. Latin,
Ballroom, Jive, Tango, or just a
Boogie. Frock up & join us, all wel-
come! Call Erika 0432 687 255 for
more info 

Dancing is SO GOOD for you!
—  * — * — * —

Social Bowls – 12.45 pm to
begin playing at 1.00 pm.

—  * —  * — * —
Darts Competition – 4:30pm

for a 5pm start every Sunday.

Where have bits of the Wotzon gone?
Regular readers of the ‘What’s
On’ will know that many events
occur regularly. 
In order to provide more space

for news and views the Changing
Times will now provide this infor-
mation on our website. The QR
code [at right] will zoom you there
for your convenience. While you
are on the BCT index page you can
peruse all issues of the paper since
Number 1 in April 2020.

Sue Kennedy, Penny Hanley and Olivia Berdardoff at the Pentimento opening.



Anglican Parish of Braidwood

Season of Creation
It’s Spring! Well visually, even if
not temperature wise! 

Next Sunday we are embarking
on the Season of Creation - a spe-
cial time to celebrate God’s cre-
ation, and to pray, reflect, and take
action for the well-being of our
planet. This annual season starts on
1 September with the World Day
of Prayer for the Care of Creation
and ends on 4 October, the feast
day of St Francis of Assisi, the pa-
tron saint of ecology.

Originally established in 1989
by the Eastern Orthodox Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Dimitros I as the day
of prayer for Creation, the Season
of Creation has expanded to in-
volve churches and organisations
from various denominations across
the world. We look forward to wel-
coming you during this season
with our creation focused services!

Rev Dr Jane Foulcher,
interim Locum priest

—  * —  * — * —
Join us for our Sunday services

Sunday 14th September, 10am
Morning Prayer service and Sun-
day 21st September, 10am Holy
Communion. Both services will be
held at St Andrew’s Anglican
Church, 47 Elrington St, Braid-
wood and will be followed by
morning tea. You’ll be made most
welcome.

Thursday activities at the Parish
Centre, behind St Andrew’s
Church

Each Thursday, 10am Crafty or
Not women’s gathering meet for
morning tea and fellowship. Every
fortnight, House of Prayer meets at
12.30pm. The next House of
Prayer meeting is on this Thurs-
day11th September with the fol-
lowing meeting on 25th
September. Please bring your own
lunch and if you would like prayer,
there is a prayer book in St An-
drew’s on the side altar. Your
prayer requests will be relayed to
the House of Prayer team.

floods and all the economic risks
and tensions of rural life. These
folks have all suffered losses, but
they’ve kept their feet moving and
found a way to appreciate the
beauty that surrounds us. My wife
and I being just young people in
our 70’s are essentially the Youth
Group of Braidwood Uniting, yet
we are inspired by the faithful, re-
silient older folk who show us how
to proceed into uncertain days.
Because I live in the Bay, I’m

pretty much under the radar in
Braidwood, yet increasingly I’m
involved with people from the
whole spectrum of town, particu-
larly those who are struggling and
in need of a hand up. I’ve discov-
ered that probably the poorest peo-
ple in town are single women in
their 60s. 
To be paying rent in this town

but only have part-time work, re-
quires the skills of a magician.
Even if there is some superannua-
tion, it’s locked up, unavailable to
people in their early 60s. Daily sur-
vival is difficult enough, but the
impending homelessness looms
like a dark cloud. The notion of
saving for the future is laughable. 
Likewise, younger families

where work is not consistent yet
the need to pay rent is entirely con-
sistent – also are doing it tough in
Braidwood. In that age group,
something seems to always go
wrong. Kids have accidents and
they break things; cars break down
and fail. Everything is expensive,
and living week to week is an
achievement. Without the bank of
Mum and Dad, owning real estate
is an impossible dream.
Wouldn’t it be good if there was

a half a dozen tiny homes in town,
that could be offered to some folks
that might make saving possible?
Better still, imagine a scheme
where a single woman in her 60s
could own her own tiny home and
tiny bit of Australia under it.
Wouldn’t it be lovely if we could
not just postpone homelessness but
end it, for some?
Generally, I suspect lots of us are

sympathetic to the plight of those
doing it tough in town, but the
weight of regulation will probably
make it too hard. I don’t expect to
live long. If I last another 5 years,
I will have outlived all my ances-
tors, so I’m keen to find an answer
that can be achieved within a year.
Funding such a project is the easy
part of the challenge.

grahamlong@mac.com

be vigilant and stay alert this
spring even if in areas of Australia
showing normal risk of fire. Cata-
strophic fires can still occur during
normal bushfire seasons.

The Bureau of Meteorology’s
most up-to-date information has
supported the outlook. They show
long-term rainfall deficiencies per-
sist in southern SA, Victoria and
Tasmania, as well as western WA.
In contrast, rainfall has been above
to very much above average for
northern WA, most of the NT, and
Queensland.

Above average sea surface tem-
peratures persist around much of
the Australian coastline, providing
increased moisture and energy that
can enhance the severity of storms
and weather systems.

The Bureau advises that Septem-
ber to November is more likely to
experience above average daytime
temperatures across northern,
western, and south-eastern Aus-
tralia, with overnight temperatures
expected to be warmer nationwide.
Soil moisture is average to above
average for most parts of the coun-
try, however drier than average
levels persist in small parts of
western and southern WA, South-
ern NSW, central Victoria, and
Tasmania.

The El Niño–Southern Oscilla-
tion is neutral, while the Indian
Ocean Dipole is expected to reach
a negative phase during spring.

This Seasonal Outlook was de-
veloped by AFAC, the Bureau of
Meteorology, Queensland Fire De-
partment, NSW Rural Fire Service,
ACT Emergency Services Agency,
ACT Parks and Conservation
Service, Country Fire Authority,
Department of Energy, Environ-
ment and Climate Action VIC,
Tasmania Fire Service, SA Coun-
try Fire Service, Department of
Fire and Emergency Services, De-
partment of Biodiversity, Conser-
vation and Attractions WA, and
Bushfires NT.
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Braidwood Uniting Church

Poverty in Braidwood
Being the minister of the Uniting
Church is pure joy. 
Mostly elderly people who have

all lived remarkable lives; all been
tested by life in various ways but
always found a way through; all
have lived through fires, droughts,

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Fire Commissioners and Chiefs
have released AFAC’s Seasonal
Bushfire Outlook for spring. 

Despite large parts of the coun-
try more likely to receive wetter
than normal conditions, there re-
main parts of the east and west
where there remains a heightened
risk of fire.

The Outlook for spring 2025
identifies a heightened risk of fire
for the Dampier Peninsula, Derby
Coast and the Central Kimberley,
Little Sandy Desert, and south-
eastern Pilbara in Western Aus-
tralia, the south-eastern
agricultural areas of the Murray-
lands in South Australia, and the
south, southwest, central, and
southwest Gippsland regions in
Victoria.

The higher risk of fire in WA
follows increased fuel growth fol-
lowing seasonal rains, coupled
with the predicted warmer than
normal temperatures and higher
likelihood of below average rain-
fall through spring.

Towards the southeast of Aus-
tralia, surface moisture hides
deeper drying that has resulted
from long term rainfall deficien-
cies that have built over the last 12-
18 months. Some places have
reported their lowest ever rainfall
during this period. If spring rainfall
doesn’t eventuate, the conditions
will rapidly switch to an increased
risk of fire.

AFAC CEO Rob Webb said:
“No matter where you live or
travel this season, everyone can
play an important role in bushfire
safety this spring by being pre-
pared and staying alert to warnings
and advice. Having a plan doesn’t
take long and might just make the
difference.”

“Local fire authorities will be
monitoring bushfire risk this sea-
son so you can stay up to date and
ready to act if there is an emer-
gency.”

Communities are encouraged to

Seasonal bushfire outlook
AFAC (Australasian Fire and Emergency Services Council

Fire in the Budawang Range December 2019.
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Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,
43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram
Contributions are always welcome.

STOP PRESS

ROUND-
ABOUTS
MAY BE
COMING

GOLF NEWS STARS FOR 2025
Some days are not funny
Just before we get to the jokes
and light-hearted banter in this
issue, lets just recap on a few
teency negatives.
• Suggesting that we give up on
moving towards Net-Zero just to
pander to the coal lobby is an
awful betrayal of our children,
grand-children and beyond.
• Blaming migrants for our hous-
ing shortage is just an excuse for
stoking fear about people who
don’t look like ‘true blue’
Aussies, ie white.
• Blaming Palestinians for the ac-
tions of both Israel and Hamas is
obviously absurd. And the sheer
scale of the wanton destruction
and killing makes it impossible
not to find the Israeli government
guilty of perpetuating a genocide.
• The fragility and complacency
of liberal democracy is on full
display in Trump’s America. You
might think that history has
taught us that an armed and dis-
guised political militia can turn
the tables overnight. It looks like
they are doing just that.
• And speaking of democracy,
local in this case, we hoped that
the current government would
use its sizeable mandate to fix
some of the structural problems
with our economy. Like, for in-
stance, the gas debacle. Many
sensible commentators point out
that for decades we have been
ripped-off blind by overseas-
owned resource extraction com-
panies – and we still are. If the
current government thinks this is
an unfair portrayal of what’s hap-
pening, it should say so. Tell us
what the fault is in the argument.
But just keeping mum – not good
at all.

OK, a 71 year-old joke:

The Braidwood Women’s Open
will be held this Sunday, 14 Sep-
tember, and we have a full field of
68 players registered.

Many of our regular Open Day
guests have commented that they
look forward to our country hospi-
tality including the home-baked
scones and other treats, the giant
raffle and generous competition
prizes. 

All members and friends are en-
couraged to help make this day an-
other success for our club by, if
possible, assisting with baked
goodies, prizes for the raffle table
or helping out with organisation on
the day. Please let Carmen Byrne
or Michelle Henry know if you can
contribute.

Thanks also to our sponsors for

the Open: the Community Bank
Braidwood, David Goddard and
Steve and Kim Bevege.

There will be a working bee on
Wednesday at 10.00am to prepare
the course, weather permitting. If,
as forecast, it’s raining, the work-
ing bee will be postponed to Fri-
day. Contact Keith Ferguson with
any queries.

The Braidwood Golf Club’s
AGM will be held Saturday 20
September 2025 at 4.30pm after
the competition. Completed nomi-
nation forms should be handed to
the Secretary, Robin Tennant
Wood or brought to the AGM.
Contact Robin for details.

Results, Saturday 6
September: Monthly Medal
for both men and women

Men’s Winner: Mark Newman
(nett 71)

Men’s Runner-up: Keith Fergu-

son (nett 72) (c/b)
Ball Comp: Spiro Agnew (nett

72), Andrew Clark (nett 73)
Men’s NTP (8th/17th): Roger

Hovey (700mm)
Women’s Winner: Di Freeman

(nett 74)
Women’s Runner-up: Fran Mc-

Grath (nett 75)
Ball Comp: Michelle Henry

(nett 78), Lorinda Stuart (nett 80)
Putting: Di Freeman (28 putts)
Coming up:
Saturday, 13 September Mixed

single stableford for the Donny
Burke Trophy

Sunday, 14 September Braid-
wood Women’s Open Day

Monday, 15 September ACT
Monaro Vets (9.30am hit-off)

Members and visitors are re-
minded that the course will be
closed to all play 16-18 September
for the removal of dead trees.

Fran McGrath, Keith Ferguson and Di Freeman. “How much for this one?”
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