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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant Wood

Diplomatic minefield:
Albo goes to Washington

As this week’s editorial is being
written, Prime Minister Albanese
is en route to Washington for his
long-anticipated face-to-face
meeting with President Trump.

While the Australia-US relation-
ship has always been valued by
both sides, the Australian public
has comprehensively rejected the
rise of Trumpist politics.

A poll commissioned by
news.com.au back in April re-
vealed that Donald Trump was the
“most annoying” factor in Aus-
tralians’ lives, edging out the cost
of living — our usual peeve — by a
sizeable margin. A poll conducted
by the Lowy Institute the same
month found that 64% of Aus-
tralians didn’t trust the US to “act
responsibly in the world”, with
70% disapproving of Trump’s poli-
cies generally.

The following month Australia
then consolidated these findings by
delivering the Liberal Party its
most crushing defeat after Opposi-
tion Leader, Peter Dutton, had ap-

peared to be following a Trumpist
agenda.

How, then, should the PM ap-
proach the famously unpredictable
and populist US leader?

Personal rapport between Amer-
ican and Australian leaders has, to
a significant degree, shaped our re-
lationship with the US. In the
1960s it was PM Harold Holt who
declared “all the way with LBJ”, in
supporting President Lyndon B
Johnson’s war in Vietnam. More
recently, there have been positive
relationships between PM Howard
and President George W Bush, PM
Gillard and President Obama and
PM Morrison and Trump in his
first term.

Ten months into his second term,
however, this is a different Trump
administration to the one that ini-
tially embraced the Australian-US
relationship. Trump’s snubbing of
Albanese at the UN General As-
sembly meeting in New York is an
indication that Australia is not high
on the President’s agenda. He is far
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too busy blowing up civilian
Venezuelan boats in international
waters and deploying the military
against inflatable frogs on the
streets of Portland.

The PM will be walking a fine
line when he enters the Oval Office
for his meeting with Trump. On the
one hand, flattery, it seems, will get
you everywhere with Trump. Ap-
pealing to his ego, however, will
appear like fawning, which is not a
good look. Trump also considers
these one-on-one meetings in the
Oval Office as performance for
media coverage. During his infa-
mous fractious first meeting with
Ukrainian President Zelensky,
Trump said, “this will make great
TV.” These meetings are always
conducted in front of a barrage of

cameras and invariably TV footage
is reduced to just a few minutes.
Australians are not going to appre-
ciate it if all they see of the PM is
him flattering the US president.

There is a lot at stake in this
meeting: tariffs, the future of
AUKUS and the supply chain of
rare earth minerals so desperately
needed by American industry. This
is where Australia holds the cards:
while China mines up to 61% of all
the rare earths in the world, Aus-
tralia is the “superpower” in refin-
ing them. We refine around 92% of
all rare earths. America needs our
cooperation if it is to access these
minerals.

Trump is vain and unpredictable.
Diplomatic meetings are a mine-
field with leaders of other coun-
tries having to negotiate between
showing respect without pandering
to his ego, while at the same time
holding him to an agenda and re-
maining clear on mutually benefi-
cial outcomes.

By the time the Changing Times
goes to press we will know the out-
come of the first Albanese-Trump
meeting, but, like the fragile cease-
fire in Gaza, how that pans out in
the long term depends on the
strength of any decisions and the
commitment of both parties to ho-
nour them.

Beyond the Spin

This month’s topic:

Please! Shut up! I'm talking about
my right to free speech.

(The virtues and vices of freedom of speech)

the discussion forum that looks at the big issues
to read, go to

beyondthespin.online

Free : No Obligation
Feedback Welcome

ABOUT THE PLACE

Dancing at the Servicemen’s Club.

TREE and BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
e Light tree work * Wood chipping
e Stump grinding e Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray 0412 853 258 or 4847 5101
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Suzanne and Leonie with the |00th anniversary cookbook.

Congratulations to the Braidwood
Branch of the CWA which, last
week, celebrated their 100th an-
niversary with the first of two
events marking the milestone.

Afternoon tea and the launch of
the 100th Birthday Cookbook at
the National Theatre saw a large
turnout of locals as well as many
members of the Southern Table-
lands CWA regional group.

The branch noted its thanks to
Stacey Allen and Emma Bickley
who created the commemorative
cookbook and to all of the mem-
bers of the Braidwood CWA who
baked treats, made tea, set up and
packed up and created the very in-
formative memorabilia display at
the event.
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There will be a formal 100th An-
niversary dinner at the Service-
men’s Club in November.

“We love our community and
look forward to serving you for at
least another 100 years,” the
branch said on their Facebook

page.

See you at the

Bungendore
Show!

26 October 2025

A fun-filled family event
with something for
everyone!

Thank you to all the volunteers for organising

this spectacular community event.

Kristy McBain vr

Member for Eden-Monaro

Kristy.McBain.com.au
e Kristy.McBain.MP@aph.gov.au

Authorised by Kristy McBain MP, ALP, 1/21-25 Monaro Street, Queanbeyan NSW.
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$1 1million

Community Bank Braidwood

Making good
things happen

When you bank with us, profits pour into the
community.
$11million so far.

A bank giving back sounds unusual. For us, it's
business as usual.

Find out more. Call us on 4842 1700 or search
Bendigo Bank Braidwood.

B Bendigo Bank

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879
A1390563, OUT_47392246, 02/10/2025
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CLUB TRIVIA Martin Glover

It had been a long dry spell for one
of our long-standing Trivia Teams,
but last time out they were back on
top for the first time since Novem-
ber 2024.

They have had many Podium ap-
pearances in the intervening
months, but it was a relief for them
when then triumphed this time
around.

We welcomed a new team and
new players on the night, “Saved
By The Bell” - a St Bede’s contin-
gent to challenge the many teams
with current or ex-BCS connected
folk, and in honour of three new
players (who moved to Braidwood
3 weeks ago), the “Cornerstones”
rebranded as “The Broken Arms”.

One of the foundation teams
struck gold in the opening round,
however. This month the Music &
Musicals round was all about
songs that had lists in them and
“Ex-Communicado” scored 10/10.
Sport & Games was tougher with
most teams getting 3-5 points apart
from the “2nd Place Chasers” who
managed 7. They also had a strong
“TV & Movies” round, and a con-
sistent score in “Baby Animals”
had them as joint leaders at the
half-time break. Their 39 points
were equalled by “Ruffled Feath-
ers” and “Donnas Darlings” — all
three teams having played one
Bonus round by this stage. The
highest scoring team at the break
having not played a Bonus was
“Ex-Communicado” on 32 points.

“Ex-Communicado”, “Trivia
Newton John”, and “The “Broken
Arms” all took 16 points in the
Box of Chocolates round — all
three playing one of their Bonus
points rounds. “Ex-Communi-
cado” then scored 10/10 in the next
two rounds, Fashion and Geogra-
phy and going into the last round
were only 1 point behind the “2nd

Place Chasers”.

The Theme round this time was
all about actors that had played or
voiced the character Batman in
films and TV series. This proved
to be the special subject for two
teams, “Ruffled Feathers” and the
“2nd Place Chasers”, “Ruffled
Feathers” took away 20 points with
a Bonus while “2nd Place
Chasers” took 10. “The Latecom-
ers”, Trivia Newton John” and
“Ex-Communicado” notched up
18 points each in this round, all
missing just one question, and this
was good enough to give “Ex-
Communicado” the win - 86 points
to “Trivia Newton John’s” 82. The
“2nd Place Chasers” hung on to
finish 3rd on 79 points.

To celebrate the opening of their
new premises on Wallace Street
(just down from the Community
Bank), the wonderful people from
Oscar’s Donuts generously offered
two Creative Answer prizes of a
$20 voucher each this month. The
“2nd Place Chasers” nabbed the
first one, correctly answering that
a baby porcupine is a porcupette
but also noted that they are also “a
little prick™! This tickled the fancy
of both the Quizmaster and the
crowd.

The second Oscar’s Donuts
prize went o “Eliza and the Funky
Bunch”, who are all too young to
be across the Batman actors. They
may have scored Nil points in the
last round but did raise a smile by
answering “A Man”, or “Some
Guy” for each question, and noting
the Theme was “Old Male Actors”.

— % — %k — k% —

We will be back for another
round of questions on Wednesday
12 November and hope to see you
there! Be sure to get there early to
secure a table (maximum 8 peo-
ple). The questions start at 7pm.

Winners on the night “Ex-Communicado”.
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Nick and Sally from Community Bank and Jay Allen, CEO of Australian Skin
Cancer Foundation.

Recent free skin checks for
Braidwood and Bungendore

Susi Pluess

Residents of Braidwood and Bun-
gendore recently had the opportu-
nity to prioritise their health thanks
to a special visit from the Aus-
tralian Skin Cancer Foundation’s
Skin Check Truck, proudly sup-
ported by the Community Bank
Braidwood & Districts and Com-
munity Bank Bungendore.

The initiative was made possible
through a unique partnership of
Community Banks across the re-
gion, including Pambula, Bega,
Batemans Bay, Milton, Sanctuary
Point, Crookwell, Braidwood and
Bungendore.

Appointments were offered free

of charge and filled up quickly,
with community members praising
the convenience and accessibility
of the service. The quick, confi-
dential checks have the potential to
be lifesaving, and the enthusiastic
response shows just how valued
this initiative is.

“This is about more than bank-
ing — it’s about supporting the
health and wellbeing of our com-
munities,” said Nick Fry from the
Community Bank. “We are thrilled
to have partnered in bringing this
service to town and we hope to
welcome the Skin Check Truck
back again next year.”

Wednesday October 22, 2025 — 5

MIA MARCELLE | SUNBEAM SOUND MACHINE
CLANCY WALKER

Walbunja country [ Braidwood
FILM SCREENING and LIVE MUSIC

Info # RSVP

A film by

Friday 31 October | 6-8pm

Braidwood National Theatre

100 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW 2622
Speakers: Emma Davidson & John Wurcker
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Bushfire season: be prepared

Steve Whan MP, Member for Monaro media

Families and individuals need to
be aware of the fire risk in their
area.

There are several ways of ac-

cessing information, including:

* Hazards Near Me NSW app

* The Rural Fire Service website
https://www rfs.nsw.gov.au/

¢ Bush Fire Information Line (1800

670 737)

* RFS social media updates: Face-
book and Twitter

* Information on the radio and tele-
vision.

People should know how to in-
terpret the Fire Danger Rating sys-
tem, which has undergone some
changes in the past year. The new
rating system has been simplified
and now uses four categories:
Moderate, High, Extreme and Cat-
astrophic.

Moderate means plan and pre-
pare; High means be ready to act,
Extreme means these are danger-
ous conditions, and Catastrophic
means for your survival leave fire
risk areas. For more information
on these categories, check the RFS
website.

Residents can take measures
around their home to prepare for
bushfires, including:
e Trim overhanging

shrubs.

* Mow grass and remove the cut-
tings. Have a cleared area around
your home.

trees and

* Remove material that can burn
around your home, such as door
mats, wood piles and mulch.

e Clear and remove all the debris
and leaves from the gutters sur-
rounding your home.

e Prepare a sturdy hose or hoses that
will reach all around your home.

Experts do not expect this sea-
son to be as dangerous as 2019/20,

which was off the back of a four-
year drought, but we are facing a
potentially dangerous season and
communities should not be com-
placent.

The growth of vegetation over
three consecutive years of high
rainfall has created a high fuel
load, making grass fires a bigger
risk than usual this season.

Grass fires are unpredictable and

move at triple the speed of bush-
fires. Residents should also be
aware that coastal heath and scrub
can burn quickly.

Houses near bush and grassland
are more at risk of fires, however
fires are unpredictable. Wind can
propel embers up to 30 kilometres
ahead of a fire front. Ember attacks
are the main cause of houses ignit-
ing during bushfires.

Families and individuals should
have a bushfire survival plan,
particularly if they live near bush
or grass land. At a minimum,
members of households should
discuss whether to leave early or
stay in the event a fire is in your
area. The RFS advises leaving
early is the safest option.

What the NSW Government is
doing on bushfire preparedness:

The statutory Bush Fire Danger
Period (BFDP) officially com-
menced on 1 October, when most
LGAs entered the Bush Fire Dan-
ger Period (BDFP).

Thirty-eight LGAs entered this
danger period before 1 October, in-
cluding 11 which entered it a
month earlier than usual.

Nine LGAs will commence the
BFDP on 1 November and these
are in the southern parts of the state
including along the Victorian bor-
der.

The recent declaration of an El
Nino climate driver has confirmed
earlier predictions of a hot and dry
summer and we have already expe-
rienced a string of unseasonably
warm days during early spring.

The first significant bush and

Contact my office for assistance with:

- Social Housing - Service NSW - Fair Trading -
Education - NSW Health and Hospitals - State

Roads - Police - Ambulance - Fire + Rescue - State

Emergency Service - Revenue NSW - Public

Transport - National Parks - Crown Lands - Family

and Community Services - Justice of the Peace

Services and Applications - Birthday and Wedding

Anniversary Congratulatory Messages

@ (02) 6299 4899 @ monaro@parliament.nsw.gov.au g 213 Crawford Street, Queanbeyan NSW 2620

Authorised by Steve Whan MP, 213 Crawford Street, Queanbeyan NSW 2620. Paid for using parliamentary entitlements Jan 2025,
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grass fires for the season occurred
in the Bega Valley in early Octo-
ber. A Disaster Declaration was
made in response, activating sup-
port for affected communities. This
includes immediate clean-up assis-
tance, assets and income tested
grants for people whose houses
were impacted by the fires, and
concessional loans for small busi-
nesses, not-for-profits and primary
producers.

Government agencies including
the Rural Fire Service (RFS) have
undertaken significant preparation
work for the bushfire season, in-
cluding hazard reduction burns
across the state.

Wet weather over the past few
years has hampered efforts to con-
duct hazard reduction burns, and
the RFS has been working hard to
meet targets before conditions be-
come too dangerous this bushfire
season.

Since 1 July 2023, hazard reduc-
tion has been conducted across
more than 40,000 hectares and will
provide protection to thousands of
homes.

The NSW Government invested
$10 million in the recruitment of
crews to bolster hazard reduction
efforts.

The NSW Government also in-
vested $9 million in the Chinook,
a high capacity waterbombing hel-
icopter which will be able to hold
10,000 litres of water and retardant
for use during the upcoming sum-
mer. This complements the RFS’s
already impressive air fleet and
lessens our reliance on aircraft bor-
rowed from overseas.

As well as hazard reduction, the
RFS has been training personnel
and preparing equipment. There
are more than 70,000 volunteer
firefighters in the RFS.

The RFS has been raising aware-
ness of the need for bushfire pre-
paredness, including through
community-outreach events as part
of Get Ready Weekend in mid-
September, and an advertising
campaign which the RFS is set to
commence.

The NSW Government has de-
veloped the Hazards Near Me
NSW app, which notifies people of
hazards in their area including fires
and floods. This is a streamlined
version of the earlier Fires Near
Me app.

The community is reminded that
preparing for bushfire is a shared
responsibility. Residents should
prepare their property and make
and discuss their bushfire survival
plan.
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Landcare unveils new Bombay Information Board
celebrating local landmarks, history, and nature

The working group behind the display board creation and some of the many
volunteers who contributed to this project. From Left to right: Bronwyn Johnson,

Local Landcare Coordinator Erin Brinkley, artists Christine Payne and Michael
Gill, Bombay Landcare’s Carmen Bryne, Don Woods and Sara Hogg.

After six years of collaboration,
creativity, and community perse-
verance, the Bombay Landcare
Group and Upper Shoalhaven
Landcare Council are proud to an-
nounce the official unveiling of
the Bombay Reserve Information
Board on Sunday, 12 October
2025.

What began as a simple idea
in 2019 — to share the natural won-
ders of the Bombay Reserve — has
evolved into a rich interpretive dis-
play celebrating the history, ecol-
ogy, and cultural heritage of the
region.

The project was initiated after
the North Black Range Fire of
2019, which burnt through the area
and inspired efforts to restore the
popular local swimming spot. The

new board now complements on-
going rehabilitation work and in-
frastructure upgrades supported
by WaterNSW who manage the
site.

A community effort years in
the making
Over the years, the project has
brought together local residents,
artists, scientists, historians and In-
digenous knowledge holders.
Botanical illustrator Christine
Payne and craftsman Michael
Gill transformed years of research
and consultation into a stunning
hand-illustrated map and artwork
depicting local flora, fauna, and
landmarks.

Local community members un-
dertook extensive research, meet-
ings, and draft iterations to help

ensure the accuracy and richness of
the content, including consulting
Dhurga language expert Kerry
Boyenga to provide cultural guid-
ance and a specially crafted Ac-
knowledgement to Country.

Support and Partnerships

The project was made possible
through the generous support of:
* Bendigo Community Bank Braid-
wood, with an $11,000 commu-
nity grant
WaterNSW, who funded and in-
stalled the display
infrastructure and sign printing
Upper Shoalhaven Landcare
Council, who provided coordina-
tion support
Special thanks also go to RSK
Welding and Fabrication (Braid-
wood) for the custom frame,
and Top Shot Printing and Fram-
ing (Goulburn) for the final
graphic design and production.

A Shared Legacy

“This board tells the story of the
Bombay reserve and region — from
the geology under our feet, to the
local flora, fauna, stories and
events that have shaped this place,”
said Erin Brinkley, local Landcare
Coordinator & Bombay resident.
“It’s a beautiful example of perse-
verance and what can happen
when Landcare, art and local com-
munity come together.”

The sign’s unveiling ceremony
took place at Bombay Reserve
on 12 October 2025, featuring
short speeches, a morning tea, and
acknowledgements of all those
who contributed to the project.

The front of the Bombay Display Board featuring a hand-drawn map and illustrations of woodland birds and local plants.
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All Small Excavations
and Infrastructure ryu.

We have:

B 30 years experience in all types of
excavations and civil work

B Contract rates for: pipeline, installation of
sewer, storm water, water mains and
electrical conduit

B Hourly or long-term hire rates

B 4WD vehicle with 1.8 ton excavator

B No access too difficult

B All bucket sizes B Rock grab

B Hammer B Auger

B Stick rake B Compaction wheel

B Septic system installations including
drainage

B Road crossings and culverts

B Concrete for house slabs, shed slabs and
driveways

W Site cuts, fill and compaction

B Recommended installer of concrete sleeper
retaining walls

For a site visit and quotation call or email:

Bolj 0410 534 057 holj@iambolj.com

B3 Plumbi NQ “from Canberra to Batemans Bay”
Recommended installer of Puretec

Bl All types of water filters
for town or tank water

M Fit outs

B Extensions

Phone Bailey
0424 352 785

or email
admin@b3plumbing.net

Locally owned @ Family-operated
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MY NEWS Kristy McBain

As the weather gets warmer, it’s
been good to see more people out
and about in the mighty Eden-
Monaro.

The school holidays are over,
and Year 12 HSC exams are un-
derway — good luck to all our stu-
dents sitting their HSC! Thank
you everyone who attended my re-
cent Mobile Office in Braidwood,
I appreciate being kept up to date
with what’s happening in our re-
gion.

October is the start of the Show
season — the Bungendore Show is
on 26 October, and the Quean-
beyan Show 8-9 November — these
are fantastic community events,
and I would encourage everyone to
get along and support your local
Show! You can find a full list of
shows on the AgShows NSW web-
site at: www.agshowsnsw.org.au/
shows/all-shows

— %k — ok — % —

October also saw the Australian
Government deliver on its promise
to provide more support for first
home buyers and it now easier to
buy your first home. Every first
home buyer will only need a 5%
deposit, and you won’t have to pay
a single dollar in mortgage insur-
ance. This will take years off the
time it takes to save for a deposit,
helping you into your own home
sooner.

— k% — k% — % —

The Australian Government is
also taking world-leading action to
reduce online harms experienced
by young Australians, by introduc-
ing a minimum age for social
media.

From 10 December 2025, social
media platforms will need to take
reasonable steps to prevent Aus-
tralians under 16 from having a so-
cial media account. Importantly,
the onus will be on the social
media companies to follow the law
and ensure their users are over 16.

Delaying access to social media
until the age of 16 will protect
young Australians at a critical
stage, giving them three more
years to build real world connec-
tions and online resilience.

— ¥k — X% — k% —

Thank you to members of the
community who have made their
concerns about the proposed
Tarago incinerator loud and clear.
I fully support the concerns raised
and have made my own submis-
sion to the NSW Government Se-
lect Committee Inquiry on

Proposed Energy from Waste Fa-
cilities.

I reiterate that I am categorically
opposed to waste to energy in our
region and have contacted the
NSW Premier and Planning Min-
ister on several occasions to voice
my concerns. Sydney’s waste is
Sydney’s problem. Regional NSW
cannot be the default location for
facilities that metropolitan areas
reject.

This project has no social li-
cense, no regard for health or envi-
ronmental risks, and is at-odds
with the move towards circular
economy.

Submissions are due by 31 Oc-
tober 2025, and I encourage any-
one in the community who is
concerned about this issue to also
make a submission via this QR
code.

— % — % — %k —

And finally, my latest Seniors
and Pensioners Kit is now avail-
able. The Kit is filled with clear
and up-to-date information on
health concessions, financial assis-
tance, and local services to support
you, your family, and your friends.
You can pick one up from my
Queanbeyan Office or contact my
office and I will pop one in the post
to you.

If you need assistance with a
federal issue, please contact my of-
fice on 02 6284 2442 or email me
at Kristy.mcbain.mp@aph.gov.au
—my team and I are always here to
help.

Need help with your
family research?
Don’t know where to start?
Feeling overwhelmed at the
prospect of even starting?
Let Erika help you on your
way.

email Erika with the details
for a reasonable quote.
theboxgirl@gmail.com
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MONGARLOWE HALL NEWS David Anthony

A cdliphate of captains and other senior staff enjoy the first experience of a meeting at the new Mongarlowe Hall.

The newly completed Mongarlowe Hall hosted
its first major event last weekend when the
Lake George District RFS Captains and senior
staff gathered at the hall for their annual pre-
fire season briefing. It was a great event with
all attending being most complimentary about
the hall.

The week before, The Mongarlowe Hall held
its AGM which basically reflected the halls
transition from construction to operation. Many

thanks to the old committee and office bearers
and congratulations to those new office bearers
and the new committee. William Verdon is the
new Chair and Megan Horsman the new Sec-
retary. Everyone seemed excited about the mu-
sical, cultural, social, educational, recreational
and economic possibilities the hall could facil-
itate.

Upcoming events at the Hall include: Get
Ready Day, Sun Oct 26 and the Garage Sale

The new committee:Alison Alder, Megan Horsman, David Anthony, William Verdon, Nick Munnings, Adrian

Dailitz, Owen Pettit, Paul Huntingford, lvy D’Orsogna, Bec Klomp, (absent Terry Andersen)

Trail Market Sat 15 Nov. The official opening
of the Hall will take place on Friday the 28th of
Nov at 2pm. The Hall will be opened by the
Hon Kristy McBain MP, Member for Eden-
Monaro and Minister for Emergency Manage-
ment. There will be entertainment after the
opening and all are welcome.

Any enquiries concerning the hall should be
directed to the Secretary, Mongarlowe Hall:
mongarlowehall@gmail.com
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Australia Day Awards nominations open!

Nominate for the Citizen, Young Citizen, Senior
Citizen, Community Event of the Year, and Community
Organisation of the Year for 2026!

Each year we celebrate the local heroes who are
dedicated to making our region a better place.

There are four regions for each award: Captains Flat,
Braidwood, Bungendore, and Queanbeyan.

» Nominations close 1 December at
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Australia-Day-Awards

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979

and regulations documents are published at
bit.ly/DPnotices

Community Meetings in November

Meet your councillors and talk about the things that
matter to you at our upcoming community meetings in:

® Braidwood - Tuesday 4 November from 6-8pm at the
Braidwood Servicemen's Club Auditorium

® Bungendore - Wednesday 19 November from 6-8pm
at the Norah Starrs Community Centre (Bungendore
Community Centre)

® Queanbeyan - Thursday 20 November from 6-8pm
in the WB Freebody Chambers at the Nellie
Hamilton Centre

® Nerriga - Saturday 22 November from 10am-12pm
at the Nerriga Community Hall

» Find out more at www.qgprc.nsw.gov.au/events

Garage Sale Trail starts next month

Australia's biggest second-hand treasure hunt is back
and you can be part of it!

Across 8-9 and 15-16 November, thousands of garage
sales will be happening right around the country. For
sellers, it's a great way to make some extra cash, and
for shoppers it's a fun chance to score some bargains.

Whether you sell from home, join a local market or
team up with neighbours for a thrifty street party, it's
free to take part — and you don't need a garage (or
even a front yard). From unit blocks to schools and
community groups, anyone can get involved.

» Find out more and register for free at
garagesaletrail.com.au/queanbeyan-palerang

Work with Council

Casual Recreation Facilitator

HR and Organisational Development, Coordinator
Gardener

Utilities Spatial Analyst

Water Industry Operator (Network)

For more information and roles go to
bit.ly/QPRC-Careers

Veoooo

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620

Cadet, Apprentice and Trainee info session

Are you interested in earning, learning, and gaining
valuable on the job experience while you do your
studies?

We are holding an information session on 10 November
from 6-7:30pm over Zoom about our Cadet, Apprentice
and Trainee Program.

If you have almost finished school, you're an interested
parent, you're thinking of a new start or a career
change, or you are a career advisor, come along and
find out the benefits of working with Council.

» Learn more at
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/CAT-info-session

Council Meetings and Times

Council holds Ordinary Meetings twice a month

on Wednesday, excluding December and January.
Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday
prior to the meeting at bit.ly/MinutesAgendas.

Members of the public can livestream the meetings
at bit.ly/QPRCwebcast or in person.

For those wanting to make a presentation on an
Agenda item, you can make a:

® \Written presentation
- submit by midday on Tuesday
® Zoom presentation
- register by midday on Wednesday

P Register at bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
® 22 October (Queanbeyan)
® 12 November (Queanbeyan)

Written Questions on Notice

Questions on notice from the community must be
submitted in writing or via email to
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum,
provided to the person who asked the questions and
published on our website.

Follow us on social media

@QbnPalerangRC o
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang o

B e Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter

council@gprc.nsw.gov.au
WWW.qprc.nsw.gov.au

eepurl.com/codv-v e
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20/40 Prize 2025 announcement

of winning books

Julian Davies

20/40 is an annual publishing prize
for fiction and nonfiction prose
works between 20,000 and 40,000
words.

Finlay Lloyd Publishers and the
20/40 Judging Panel are delighted
to announce the two winning
books for 2025:

Kim Kelly, Touched
Angus Gaunt, Anna

Finlay Lloyd publisher, Julian
Davies, commented:

“The success of last year’s win-
ning books has given our tiny band
of volunteers at Finlay Lloyd a
feeling that 20/40 is building some
momentum. And now, our enthusi-
asm for providing this publication
opportunity for fiction and non-fic-
tion writing contained within the
scope of 20,000 to 40,000 words
has been reinforced by the quality
of the 2025 winners.

“At the heart of most valuable
thinking and writing is the ability
to step beyond our own circum-
stances with perceptiveness and
empathy. Both winning books
make such bridges. In Touched,
Kim Kelly turns her own experi-
ence of intense panic attacks into a
lively and profound reflection on
the role of anxiety in all our lives.
And in Anna, Angus Gaunt steps
with deep insight into the place of
a girl who has little more than her
own inner resources to deal with
sustained privation and the threat
of violence.

“Our ethos of collaborating at
length with our writers throughout
the editing process to support them
in finding the best possible version
of their book, was further con-
firmed by working with Kim and
Angus. Again, it has been a delight
to help bring these very different
but equally vital books to Aus-
tralian readers.’

About the Winning Authors
Kim Kelly is a novelist whose
Ladies’ Rest and Writing Room
won an inaugural 20/40 Prize for
fiction in 2023. Kim has also writ-
ten short stories and essays, both
creative and scholarly, and is com-
pleting a PhD in Literature at Mac-
quarie University. As a book editor,
she is known as Kim Swivel. She
lives and works on Wiradjuri and
Eora lands, in central west NSW
and Sydney.

Angus Gaunt was born and ed-

ucated in England and came to
Australia in 1987. He now lives in
Dharug/Guringai country at the
northern edge of Sydney. He has
mainly worked in IT, disability
care, and second-hand books. His
work has been published and nom-
inated for awards in Australia,
England and Ireland. His novel,
Black Rabbit, was published in
2020.

The members of the judging
panel for the 2025 20/40 Prize
were Sonya Voumard, Nicholas
Hartland, Julian Davies, Penelope
Cottier and John Clanchy.

The 20/40 Publishing Prize is as-
sisted by an expert advisory board:
John Clanchy, Donna Ward, Dr Mered-
ith McKinney, Emeritus Professor
Kevin Brophy AM; with guidance
from: Strategic Adviser, Dr Bidda
Jones AM and Technical Adviser,
James Smith. Finlay Lloyd is an inde-
pendent, non-profit publisher, founded
in 2005, dedicated to encouraging
imaginative and challenging writing,
to subtly innovative design and to cel-
ebrating the pleasures of print on paper
in an electronic age.

finalylloyd.com |

finlaylloyd@sharewater.net
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News trivia

Have you been
paying attention?

i ACT senator and former Wallaby, David Pocock, was
booted from a parliamentary social sports club last
week. Why?

» He questioned the club’s sponsorship by a gambling
lobby

» His abs were distracting the other players

» He suggested the club should be alcohol-free

» The club decided that as he’d been a pro footballer
he was ineligible to play

B Nicole Kidman and Keith Urban separated recently after
19 years of marriage. How many children does Kidman
have? (Bonus points if you can name them)

> 1 > 2
>» 3 > 4

H The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded last week to Maria
Marchado, the opposition leader and pro-democracy
campaigner in which country?

» Ecuador » Brazil

» \enezuela » Colombia

A Speaking of opposition leaders, which former Australian
one has just launched a book entitled Australia: A

History?
» Kevin Rudd » Tony Abbott
» Kim Beazley » Bill Shorten

B Papua New Guinea has just launched the newest team
to join the NRL. What is the team’s name?

» Chiefs » Highlanders
» Pythons » Clansmen

@ The hotly contested Bird of the Year has just been
announced. What is 2025’s Bird of the Year?
» Gang-gang » Kookaburra

» Southern boobook » Tawny frogmouth

i Diane Keaton died last week at the age of 79. Over her
long career she starred in eight Woody Allen movies.
Which of the following was she not in”?

» Manhattan » Blue Jasmine
» Interiors » Annie Hall

B Still on celebrity deaths, Ace Frehley died last week at
the age of 74. Of which 70s and 80s rock band was he a
founding member?

» Bon Jovi
» |ron Maiden

» Kiss
» Bad Company

& Which decorated Olympic swimmer announced their
retirement from the sport this week?
» Shayna Jack » Kyle Chalmers
» Ariarne Titmus » Cate Campbell

M@ Every year, the world’s passports are ranked according
to how much power they wield. Which country dropped
out of the top 10 for the first time ever?

» Australia » Singapore
» France >» USA

Answers on page 13
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HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE Laura Moriarty

Wow! What a busy fortnight
we’ve had and continue to have—
and in the leadup to Christmas,
things are only going to get busier.

Tom and I have been out to
Barunguba Montague Island and it
was truly amazing— the amount of
sea life and bird life on and around
the island was phenomenal: we
saw whales, dolphins, jellyfish,
seals, nesting crested terns, and of
course, the omnipresent seagulls.
Whales are migrating south with
their calves, and we saw them
heading home to the south seas.
Barunguba has been a fascination
of mine since 1 first heard about it
at the impressionable age of four-
teen, full of romantic gothic fan-
tasies about the people who lived
there. (Too many questionable Vic-
toria Holt gothic novels will do
that to a girl.)

Concerts and Gigs

Turning the Ship is on in the Na-
tional Theatre on Friday, 31st Oc-
tober from 6pm

Turning the Ship tells the story
of the passion and drive of Rising
Tide and the extraordinary 2024
People’s Blockade of the World’s
Largest Coal Port. The highs, the
lows and the triumphs! Learn more
and get inspired for the 2025
blockade in November!

In addition to the film (approx.
30 mins) we will hear from people
who have previously attended the
blockade. Come along and connect
with our Rising Tide community,
celebrate the success of 2024, and
look forward to what we can build
together in 2025!

We’re delighted to be joined by
three musical acts following the
screening: Mia Marcelle, Sunbeam
Sound Machine and Clancy
Walker. Tea, coffee and food avail-
able.

Admission is free — donations
welcome on the night. However,
RSVP is essential to secure your
place and provide numbers for
catering: https://www.rising
tide.org.au/film/braidwood

— % — % — 3k —

Nausicad: Judith Wright in
Song is coming to BRAG and to
Braidwood for one night only, Fri-
day, 7th November from 6pm.

The Burning Glass is Nausicad’s
brand new collection of songs
based on the poetry of Judith
Wright. Throughout November,
he’ll share these new works in

Social correspondent Laura Moriart

places dear to Judith’s heart: the
New England Tablelands, Braid-
wood, Brisbane, and Mount Tam-
borine. For this special intimate
performance, Nausicad has the
pleasure of joining forces with the
neighbourly refrains of Braidwood
local, Lily Morris. Recalling the
warmth and intimacy of Paul
Simon and Nick Drake, Nausicad
sets the captivating poems of Ju-
dith Wright into musical motion.
After showcases alongside the
likes of Tiny Ruins and Angie Hart
(Frente), his latest album, The
Burning Glass, is ready to breathe
new life into Wright’s timeless
verse.

https://www.stickytickets.com.a
u/lgop9/nausicaa judith wright in
_song_w_lily morris.asp

— % — Xk — k% —

Mike McClellan will be per-
forming at the National Theatre on
Saturday, 8th November from
7:30pm. We’ve tried many times
to feature Mike McClellan at
Braidwood, but somehow there
were no mutually acceptable dates.
Now, as Mike suggests that this
round of concerts will be his last,
he will be performing his inim-
itable repertoire at the National
Theatre on Saturday 8th Novem-
ber. This will be one night you
won’t want to miss. Those of you
who know Mike will feel the vibe
already. Those who enjoy top qual-
ity song writing delivered with
warmth, sincerity and superb gui-
tar artistry can be sure of a memo-
rable event.

To book, please go to
https://iwannaticket.com.au/event/
mike-mcclellan-the-last-song-
dance-MzMINTU

The Farmers Markets are on Satur-
day, 25th October from 8:30am in
the National Theatre.

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

— % — % — % —
The Ryrie Park Markets are on
Saturday, 25th October from 8am.

Community gatherings
and assorted workshops

Braidwood Film Club’s screening
on Saturday October 25 will be a
2017 Australian film Three Sum-
mers directed by Ben Elton. At a
summer music festival, the feisty
lead singer of an Irish folk band
meets a folk-music hating
Theremin player and sparks fly.
Set over three summers at The
Westival, a fictional West Aus-
tralian rural folk festival, two
young musicians fall in love
against a wider collection of tales
dealing with a microcosm of con-
temporary discussion points, in-
cluding Indigenous, immigration
and refugee issues. Note that at
5:00pm before the screening we

will be treated to music
played/sung by members of the
Braidwood Folk Club.

— % — % — %k —

Paddock Plants Workshop will
be held on Tuesday, 28th October
from 10am. Join South East Local
Land Services for a morning pad-
dock walk and hands-on plant
identification workshop with lead-
ing experts Carol and Harry Rose.

This workshop aims to help land
managers sharpen their skills to:

Tell the difference between na-
tive and introduced grasses and un-
derstand the strengths and
weaknesses of each. Identify
which plants are useful and why.
Understand what plants tell you
about your paddock or landscape.
For example, why some plants
grow where they do, and what this
tells you about soil fertility and
other landscape characteristics.
Manage the different plants in your
paddock effectively.

Additional details: BYO Iunch,
chair, hat, water bottle, and appro-
priate footwear for a walk in the
paddock.

Contact: Ross Kuchel on
0428314 588 or via email at:
ross.kuchel@lls.nsw.gov.au

— % — % — % —

Yoga Workshop at BRAG on
Friday, 24th October from 5:30pm.

Our dreams are doorways to
deeper self-understanding. By
learning to engage with and inter-
pret them, we can uncover hidden
wisdom, gain clarity, and feel more
empowered in our everyday lives.

In this immersive workshop, you’ll
explore practical tools and creative
techniques for connecting with
your dreams as a source of inspira-
tion, guidance, and healing.
Whether your dreams are vivid and
recurring, rare but unforgettable, or
just fleeting fragments, you’ll dis-
cover ways to work with them
meaningfully.

What you’ll experience:

Learn about different types of
dreams and their unique purposes

Come curious, leave inspired.
You don’t need to be a vivid
dreamer to benefit—just an open
mind and a willingness to explore
your inner world.

Includes, movement through
asana, breathing practices, medita-
tion and a scrumptious dinner.

$50 Venue — BRAG Braidwood
Regional Arts Centre

For more information call
Christina on 0414 385 051

— % — % — %k —

Would you like to make this
the best Xmas ever?

Free 4 week, discussion, support
and mentoring group starts Thurs-
day 6th November, 5.30 at the
Glasshouse in Park Lane. For
more information message Alison
Sexton-Green, on 0416110050 or
by email at: alison@mistymatta
.com Let’s make this the most
peaceful Christmas yet.

— % — % — % —

STEAM Club is back at the
Braidwood Library on Wednesday,
29th October from 3:30pm.

What better way to embrace
Halloween than to create your very
own Monster Eye Bag! Get cre-
ative and learn some sewing skills
this month at STEAM club.

For ages 8+

Places are limited, bookings es-
sential. To book, call in at the li-
brary.

— %k — ok — ok —

Plans are being finalised for the
Jane Austen birthday celebrations
on Sunday 16 November at Beder-
vale. Willing participants are all set
to read select scenes from two of
Austen’s most memorable novels.
One scene from Pride and Preju-
dice is the infamous wedding pro-
posal by Mr Collins to Elizabeth
Bennet. There is more to the text
than in any of the movies or series,
and the library setting at Bedervale
will add much to your understand-
ing of the plight of women in the
19th century. After the four read-
ings there will be a high tea. Tick-
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ets are now limited, so please get
your tickets now. Just search for
“Jane Austen at Bedervale “ online
or email bwdjabclub@gmail.com
for a link.

AT BRAG

Our feature artist this month is Deb
Griggs.
— % — % — %k —
Infant Massage Workshop
Learn to massage your baby to
promote better sleep, help ease
tummy troubles and enhance bond-
ing.

Date: Wednesday 5th November

Time: 900 to 1100am

Venue: BRAG

Cost: $110

Contact Carrie at Harvelle Infant
Therapies for further details

— ok — %k — 3k —

A Printmaking Taster with Ce-
cile Galiazzo

22 - 23 November 9.30am —
3.30pm Saturday and Sunday.

Come and discover the fun of
printmaking using hand tools and
the printing press. Over the week-
end we will explore relief printing

through linocuts, Intaglio printing
using low tech non-toxic materials
and monoprinting. All materials,
inks, and paper supplied. Bring
your own relief tools if you have
them. Also bring along some im-
ages to work from and/or your vi-
sual diary. $180 BRAG members /
$220 non-members (includes
membership),10 places available.
Call Cecile on 0413 943 158 or
email: cecilegaliazzo@hotmail.
com to book your place.
— % — % — %k —

Wish You Were Here: Post-
cards from Braidwood will open
on Friday, 31st October at 6pm. A
Braidwood Regional Arts Group
show, open to all members of the
community. Collect up to five
blank cards from one of these
places: BRAG, the Braidwood Li-
brary, Casanovas Café, Deadwood
café, or you can use your own
cards (to be no bigger than 110 mm
x 150mm).

Create your vision of Braidwood
and drop them back to the Arts
Centre on Saturday 25 October.

Open to all, not just BRAG
members.

Where has the rest of the Wotzon gone!

In order to provide more space for news and
views the Changing Times will now provide this
information on our website. The QR code [at
right] will zoom you there for your convenience.

Answers to the quiz on page 11: 1. He criticised the sponsorship
by a gambling company; 2. 4 (Bonus: Isabella Jane Cruise, Connor
Cruise, Sunday Rose Urban, Faith Margaret Urban); 3. Venezuela;
4. Tony Abbott; 5. Chiefs; 6. Tawny frogmouth; 7. Blue Jasmine;

8. Kiss; 9. Ariarne Titmus; 10. USA
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VIEW CLUB Vicki Walcott

William Verdon with Liz and Joanne dressed to include tones of purple to reflect
the color of VIEW on this our 34th birthday.

Happy birthday = Braidwood

Evening VIEW club.

On Thursday evening 2nd Octo-
ber we all enjoyed celebrating our
34th birthday with thanks to Gina
for the beautifully decorated cake
provided.

Business matters this month in-
cluded a reminded October is Anti-
Poverty awareness month. These
events are a chance to learn, reflect
and connect. The emphasis is on
raising awareness, building under-
standing and amplifying voices
that often go unheard.

We were also given very positive
feedback from Liz Lean, who rep-
resented our club at the Braidwood
Central School Year 12 Graduation
and Assembly morning tea on 26
September. Well done to the school
teachers and students.

Our invited guest speaker this
month was local jeweller William
Verdon.

“After a wet, hairy trip down a
country lane some 20 years ago
with the local real estate agent my
wife and I decided Braidwood was
much more than a coffee stop on
the way to the coast from Can-
berra.

“Our two sons enjoyed a won-
derful education graduating from
Braidwood Central School a few
years back now and have both
moved away to enjoy the bigger
world.”

William spoke of his youthful
days; being terrible at school, “I
just didn’t like it, except I loved
metal work and art”. He had nu-
merous jobs including working as
a temporary disc jockey and as a
picker/packer in a factory
warehouse despite his father’s in-
sistence he “go get an apprentice-
ship”.

Then came the day, dressed in
his “best Bali Tee-shirt and football

shorts” he walked into a jewellery
shop and asked, “what’s involved
in making jewellery”? The rest is
history as they say.

William spoke of the friends and
the kind heartedness he and his
wife had experienced within our
community and of the many op-
portunities they had experienced
which would not have happened
living in the larger cities. William
has many interests in Braidwood
including the RFS, Tai Chi which
involves 4 sessions per week and
Band choir on Friday nights, as
well as Open Mic nights at BRAG
just to name a few.

He answered our many ques-
tions about jewellery and of course
... “Are diamonds really a girl’s
best friend?”

Thank you, William, we really
enjoyed learning about your life
experiences and the journey that
brought you to our beautiful little
heritage town.

William was then invited to
draw the two lucky door prize win-
ners; who were Lyn and Kerrie.
Congratulations ladies.

Thank you also to Kerrie, for
your ongoing organising of both
our raffle prizes and the menu se-
lection each month.

Congratulations to Liz and
Joanne who were both dressed to
include tones of purple to reflect
the color of VIEW on this our 34th
birthday.

A reminder that our Evening
VIEW club provides women from
all walks of life a chance to join a
supportive, social and fun group.
Come along, we’d love to meet
you. Braidwood Evening VIEW
Club meets at 6.45pm on the first
Thursday of the month at the
Braidwood Services Club.

For further information, please
give our President Judy Hobson a
call on 0410 688 273.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

Welcome to warm October!

It’s been wonderful to work with
our fellow Christian churches in
Braidwood as we prepare the Ecu-
menical Christmas Services flyer
that will be posted out to Braid-
wood and villages by mid Decem-
ber. Flyers will also be available at
the VIC prior to Christmas.

Braidwood Anglican parish is a
friendly, welcoming community.
We keep St Andrew’s open every
day for quiet contemplation; a rest-
ful and beautiful space if you need
some stillness and peace in your
busy life. It is located at 47 Elring-
ton St, Braidwood. There is a
prayer diary in the side chapel of
St Andrew’s. Please feel free to
leave your prayer requests there.
The diary is checked regularly and
prayer requests are added to the
prayer chain. We have Holy Com-
munion twice a month and Morn-
ing Prayer on the alternate
Sundays.

Forthcoming weekly services:

Sunday 26th October, 10am

Morning Prayer

William Verdon

Manufacturing Jeweller

43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622

Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services.
Unique and award winning.

4842 2882 or 0419 445 299

St Andrew’s Anglican Church
Sunday 2nd November, 10am
All Saints

Holy Communion

St Andrew’s Anglican Churc

Regular activities:

Crafty or Not women’s gather-
ing, weekly Thursdays 10am
Parish Centre, behind St Andrew’s
Anglican Church

Bring along whatever you may
be working on, even your mend-
ing! Enjoy friendly company, chats
and morning tea

Contact: Marjorie Lemin 0418
291 141

Bible Study Group

Weekly Thursdays 5pm

‘Where do we go from here?’

Contact David Luckie:

House of Prayer and study

Fortnightly Thursdays, 12.30pm

Parish Centre, behind St An-
drew’s Anglican Church

Contact Rev Des McGuire:

Upcoming events - Save the
dates!

Sunday 2nd November, 3pm

Braidwood Concert Series pres-
ents - Super Rats, a rollicking Ro-
manian gypsy band

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

St Andrew’s Anglican Church

47 Elrington St, Braidwood

Tickets via Humanitix or on sale
at the door: $45 adult, $40 conces-
sion, under 18s free.

— % — k% — 3k —
Sunday 9th November, 10am
Supporting Majors Creek Festi-

val - Abbotsleigh Chapel Band, led
by Ben Hunter with our musical
Morning Prayer Service
St Stephen’s Anglican Church
Hill St, Majors Creek

— %k — k% — 3k —
Sunday 30th November, 3pm
Braidwood Concert Series -

presents Polifemy acappela ‘Four
Candles for Advent’
It also St Andrew’s Day!
St Andrew’s Anglican Church
47 Elrington St, Braidwood
Tickets via Humanitix or on sale
at the door: $45 adult, $40 conces-
sion, under 18s free.

Braidwood Uniting Church

Saints and Witches.

The 31st October is Halloween
and 1st November is All Saints’
Day.

Is Halloween a pagan ritual, or
just a bit of fun for the children?
Halloween is increasing in popu-
larity in Australia. Probably influ-
enced by the American Movie and
TV shows. Dressing up in cos-
tume, be it spiderman, batman, a
fairy princess or a witch, children
are into it. It’s just fun. And it is
encouraged by the shops so you
will spend more money on Hal-
loween items, supposedly to scare
people. With children going from
door-to-door Trick or Treating,
there’s even a sweet treat reward.
In a friendly neighbourhood, this is
a good thing. Anything that gets
the neighbours together in a happy,
friendly way, involving the chil-

dren as well, is very good.

The Bible does not mention Hal-
loween; the holiday was estab-
lished centuries after the biblical
texts were written. However,
Scripture carefully instructs us
against participation in pagan prac-
tices. Ephesians 5:11 says, “Have
nothing to do with the fruitless
deeds of darkness...”

Many centuries ago, a Catholic
Pope announced Nov. 1 as All
Saints Day, a feast day observing
the lives of the many saints for
whom there is no specific feast day
during the year. The Christian feast
was possibly established, partly to
modulate the existing pagan Hal-
loween tradition.

Over the centuries, Halloween
has evolved far beyond its pagan
origins and All Saints’ Day has
been over-shadowed by Hal-
loween. All Saints’ Day is a signif-
icant day of remembrance for our
loved ones, deceased ancestors,
friends, and historical figures, ob-
serving their connection to Christ
and each other.

Enjoy the dressing up and fun
with the children for Halloween
and on Saturday 1st November this
year remember and pray for our
loved ones and other ‘saints’ that
have gone before us.

Irene Murtagh
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Fresh fight for right to

repair

NSW Farmers has welcomed calls
from the Assistant Minister for
Productivity, Competition, Chari-
ties and Treasury Andrew Leigh to
introduce a legislated right to re-
pair for agricultural machinery.

On Friday, Minister Leigh told
the Australian Repair Summit the
lack of this right to repair was
weakening regional economies and
stifling “fairness, efficiency and re-
silience” on Australian farms.  As
the 2025 winter harvest season
commenced, NSW Farmers Presi-
dent Xavier Martin said real com-
mitment to legislate this right was
long overdue.

“Right now, much of our modern
farm machinery can only be fixed
by an ‘authorised repairer’, but this
often costs a fortune and there’s al-
ways the likelihood of costly de-
lays,” Mr Martin said.

“We can choose who fixes our
cars and trucks, but we can’t
choose who fixes the ag machines
that help us feed and clothe the
nation — and that’s costing our in-
dustry time, money and productiv-
ity.

“Farmers should be able to
choose to use and support a quali-
fied local repairer or do repairs and
maintenance work themselves if

they’re qualified, so they can get
their machinery fixed without huge
costs or wait times.”

According to the Productivity
Commission, legislating a right to
repair agricultural machinery
would boost agricultural produc-
tivity by $97 million
annually. Swift action to open the
repairs market for farm machinery
was common sense, Mr Martin
said, with the Federal Government
urged to expand the Motor Vehicle
Service and Repair Information
Sharing Scheme to include agricul-
ture as soon as possible.

“We need our tractors, headers
and other machines to be fixed ef-
ficiently if we’re to keep putting
clothes on backs and food on ta-
bles,” Mr Martin said.

“Farmers in countries like
Canada have had this right for
years — as so has our automotive
industry here in Australia —and it’s
simply time we corrected this.

“The recognition of this problem
today has been very encouraging,
and we need the Federal Govern-
ment to act now to remove the bar-
riers restricting the open repairs
market for farm machinery — and
we’re ready and willing to work
with them on this.”

COUNCILLOR KATRINA WILLIS

Will be at the Braidwood markets on Saturday 25 October

Drop by for a chat about local council matters
at Ryrie Park, Braidwood

M 0431184 717

Authorised by A. Croft, for The Greens NSW, 19a/1 Hordern P1, Camperdown NSW, 2050
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NEWS FROM A SENSIBLE PLACE

The trees in Italy are obviously much better behaved than those in Braidwood.

They don’t need metal barriers to prevent them from leaping out in front of
cars! Ciao, Lesley and Dario.

GARDEN CLUB Erika Mordek

The Braidwood Garden club or-
ganises various talks and excur-
sions for its members.

Last week they took a bus trip to
visit the Berry Open Gardens. De-
spite the heat and humidity, a great
trip was had by all. They visited
about 4 gardens, all different, with
many design ideas taken back to
Braidwood. Garden Club members
also have the added benefit of re-

Photo by Fran Wood

ceiving a monthly newsletter
chock full of gardening ideas and
tips for this region, written by local
gardeners.

The Club’s next event will be
visiting the gardens of Braidwood
Ridge.

For information on how to join
email: braidwoodgardenclub
@gmail.com or just google Braid-
wood Garden Club.



Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

Golf Club Championships

conclude

The Club Championships con-
cluded on Saturday after three
rounds of play, the first two being
played in cold and windy condi-
tions.

Congratulations to the 2025
Club  Champions,  Michael
Toirkens and Lorinda Stuart.

Full results:

Club  Champion:  Michael
Toirkens 248

Runner Up Club Champion:
Billy Lang 254

Winner B Grade Gross: Steve
Glenday 283

Winner - C Grade Gross: Keith
Ferguson 303

Rod Coady Memorial Trophy
Nett Club Champion: Barry Mc-

Donald 208

Runner Up Nett Club Cham-
pion: Roger Hovey 223

Women’s Club Champion:
Lorinda Stuart 290

Runner-Up Club Champion:
Debby Ferguson 298

Winner Helen Goddard Memo-
rial Trophy Nett Club Champion:
Donna Kuhn 220

Runner Up Nett Club Cham-
pion: Di Freeman 230

Well done to all who played in
the championships.

Golf Clinics in Braidwood

A reminder that if you are inter-
ested in having a golf lesson with
Queanbeyan’s golf professional,
Trent Britton, please email the

Golf Club at braidwoodgolf-
club@gmail.com

Juniors and adults will be able to
book into these, with prices are as
follows:Junior clinic - $20 each per
hour; Adult clinic - $30 each per 45
mins; Junior private lesson - $35
per 30 mins; Adult private lesson -
$90 per 45 mins
Coming up

Saturday 1 November: Men’s
and Women’s stroke rounds for
Monthly Medal

Sunday 2 November: Braidwood
Men’s Open

Saturday 8 November: Digger’s
Day

Sunday 9 November: Medley
2BBB Multiplier for the Keith and
Debby Ferguson Trophy

Saturday 15 November: Com-
mittee meeting 10.30am,

Men’s Medal of Medals Stroke
for the Gordon Scott Trophy

Women’s champion and runner-up, Lorinda Stuart and Men’s champion and runner-up, Michael Toirkens and Billy
Debby Ferguson Lang

Not all banks offer 100%
offset on their home loans.

We're not all banks.

Our Complete Home Loan offers 100% offset on fixed and variable
home loans. Which means you could own your home sooner.

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Q Community Bank Braidwood - 02 4842 1700

STARS FOR 2025
Flu is more than Boohoo

Readers might remember that
about this time last fortnight your
stars scribe was having trouble
writing anything funny. As I said
at the time I was ‘crook as To-
bruk’. I had a serious dose of the
flu, even though my shots are up
to date, and as the week pro-
gressed I got sicker. On the fol-
lowing Monday I saw Dr Shirley
and she sent me straight to Braid-
wood Hospital. There, Dr Noor
took one look at me and ordered
an ambulance pronto to take me
to Goulburn Base Hospital. I re-
member bits and pieces of the
trip but they’re overlaid with a
dreamy delirium.

In the ambulance on the way
to Goulburn with the friendly
paramedics.

Five nights of recalibration

On my first night I remember
being plugged into all sorts of
monitors and having bags of fluid
running into both arms. Of
course I might just have imag-
ined it but at one stage angels ap-
peared beckoning, “Come with
us.” “No, no!” I replied. “I must
return to Braidwood to produce
the newspaper”. [Okay, I made
that bit up.] Anyway I'm pleased
to report that the public health
system in these parts works like
a well-oiled machine. Apart from
endlessly reciting my date of
birth, there was not a thing bu-
reaucratic about my treatment.
The doctors, the nurses and the
catering staff were all cheerful
and professional. Now I'm home
again and going through the
process of full recovery. It can’t
arrive soon enough.
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