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COMING WEATHER BRAIDWOOD’SChance 
Temp Min Max rain
Wed 5° 19° 10%
Thur: 2° 23° 5%
Fri: 8° 26° 20%
Sat: 12° 25° 40%
Sun: 6° 15° 25%
Mon: 4° 19° 15%
Tue: 5° 22° 25%

PHONE KELLY ALLEN,
ASHLEY WILLIAMS OR
SUZANNE CARTER
ON 4842 1029
78 WALLACE ST BRAIDWOOD
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The Federal Government’s Bulk
Billing changes have reached
Braidwood. 
Throughout the last federal elec-

tion campaign, ‘free’ GP visits for
all Australians was the catch cry
across both major parties. Free
meaning all Australians would be
able to use their Medicare rebate to
pay for their visits to the doctor,
with no out-of-pocket costs. 
A very small carrot was then

dangled in front of medical prac-

tices for any practice that takes up
the pledge to Bulk Bill all ordinary
GP consultations. Registration for
this extra incentive at currently
published rates indicates that ap-
proximately just 15% of practices
Australia wide have opted in, to
what is known as Universal Bulk
Billing (UBB). 
Here in Braidwood,  the Wallace

Street Medical Centre has an-

nounced that the Wallace Street
Medical Centre, including Dr
Shirley Jenkins, has opted in to the
UBB program. 
From November 1 all patients

with a Medicare card can see any
doctor at Wallace Street Medical
Centre, and can have their consul-
tation  paid for using their Medi -
care rebate. There are a small
number of speciality procedures
that the government has not in-
cluded in the UBB program, such

as mole mapping, skin cancer ex-
cisions, iron infusions and and
some other specialist services.
Medicare is now also offering bulk
billing for women’s health checks
including Implanon insertion/re-
moval.

When booking these services
the friendly reception team at Wal-
lace Street will let you know if
there will be any out of pocket
costs for your procedure. However
for the most part, all of your
chronic disease management plans,
health assessments and GP consul-
tations will now carry no out-of-
pocket cost. 
Doctor Shirley told the Chang-

ing Times, “Bulk Billed GP visits
means better health care and better
access to services for all in our
beautiful town of Braidwood.” 

BULK BILLING FOR BRAIDWOOD

Wallace Street Medical Centre

Dr Shirley

Summerfield Retirement Village
OPEN Saturday Nov 8 — 11-11.30 am

Inspect Villas 1, 23 and 48
70 Little River Road, Braidwood

Paul Cockram



The recent decision by the Na-
tional Party to dump the 2050 net-
zero emissions target is a huge
leap back to the past.
The Federal Liberal party will

hum and haw about its support for
the emissions reduction target
while it runs the numbers on how
well the idea is travelling. Sensible
voices will point to the drift to the
Teals that has cost Liberal seats,
and that was with their previous
tepid support for net zero.
Matthew Canavan is leading the

Nationals’ charge to abandon an
emissions target. He is not the only
one in his family to dress like a
coal miner but he gets around the
most – tirelessly promoting the
continuing use of coal.
“We’re not opposed to reducing

emissions,” say the Nationals, “but
there are better ways to reach our
goal that don’t impact on power
prices.” Oh really? What might
they be? The Nationals aren’t in

smaller generators spread across
the whole country. The optimum
wiring is taking some time to up-
grade. It is time consuming and
therefore expensive. We are seeing
that in our power bills.
But, if the government sticks at

it and isn’t spooked by the antics
of the Nationals, Australia will
have, ultimately, a modern and ef-
ficient national grid. And although
there will always be a cost recov-
ery attached to the distribution of
electricity it’s important to remem-
ber that the initial supply of energy
is free.
That’s what bugs the Nationals

and their friends. Coal needs to be
mined, transported, washed and
most importantly, bought. This is
what they are actuaally going into
bat for — profits for the owners of
coal mines.
The economic argument is pure

bunkum. We all know that the cost
to society of increasingly wild
weather is going to be paid by us

all. Look at this year’s insurance
premiums, notice anything?
The outcome of the Nationals’

“dump net zero” circus is going to
be a test for the Coalition. The Lib-
eral Party as the ‘grown-ups’ need
to be careful. The Teals movement
grew out of conservative voters’
disenchantment with the weak ac-
tion on climate change during the
Morrison governments. But it did
at least pay some lip service to
emissions reductions targets.
The Nationals need to be pushed

to come clean on what their target
is to be. Do they mean we reduce
our carbon emissions but at a
slower rate? Or do they mean we
allow our emissions to rise again?
It is true that other industrial

countries are allowing their emis-
sions to rise. Not Europe it seems
but fast developing countries like
India and China, while investing
heavily in renewables, are still
burning heaps of coal. Where does
all that cheap Adani coal from
Queensland go to again?
It is also true that Australia’s

contribution to global emissions is
small. But on a per capita basis
we’re in the top ten baddies. So let
us make it work and then other
countries in the world can look to
Australia and think, “if they can do
it, then maybe, so can we”.

2 — Wednesday November 5, 2025 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

the fight for nuclear. It is coal-fired
power they want, especially in
Queensland.
It is true that the price of

 electricity to the consumer has
continued to rise, though not as
catastrophically as the Nationals
would have us believe. Let us see
some costings for new coal-fired
power stations and some idea of
who is going to pay for them and
from whom will that investment be
recouped.
On second thoughts, lets not. We

don’t need to dwell on the price of
either nuclear or coal as a fuel to
make electricity. It is absurd! We
have already, quite sensibly, set off
on the path to 100% renewable
power generation and the only sen-
sible course of action is to stick
with it.
Reconfiguring the electricity

supply network from how it was is
a big task — from a few very big
power stations with wires radiating
out across the landscape to many

EDITORIAL Paul Cockram

TREE and BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Plans are being finalised for the
Jane Austen birthday celebrations
on Sunday 16 November at Beder-
vale. 
Willing participants are all set to

read select scenes from two of
Austen’s most memorable novels.
One scene from Pride and Preju-
dice is the infamous wedding pro-
posal by Mr Collins to Elizabeth
Bennet. There is more to the text
than in any of the movies or series,
and the library setting at Bedervale
will add much to your understand-
ing of the plight of women in the
19th century. 

After the four readings there will
be a high tea. Tickets are now sold
out. If you would like to be on a
waiting list please  email: bwdjab
club@gmail.com .

Jane Austen at Bedervale
Erika Mordek

Highbury from Emma by Jane Austen
courtesy Mary G. Corpus

Heading for Nat zero by
2050 (or maybe sooner)
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A labour of love
John Stahl

Three years ago the Australian Na-
tional Museum gave the Braid-
wood Museum 20 pallets of rusty
car parts and told us it was a 1930
Dodge.   
Did we want to have a go at

restoring it ? We did and we did.
Come and join the celebrations

when we officially launch Braid-

wood’s own historic vehicle. It’s a
chance to hear the story, thank the
volunteers who brought the Dodge
back to life and to thank QPRC
who were central to the success of
an amazing community project
We hope to see you there at  the

2025 Quilt Weekend, November
22 on the D&S Motors forecourt.
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The Braidwood sub-Branch of the
RSL will be conducting a Remem-
brance Day service 11th Novem-
ber, next Tuesday, in the RSL
Precinct in Ryrie Park.  

Remembrance Day 11/11/25
Bruce Keeley

We will assemble at 10:45 and
the service will commence at 11:00
am.  There will be a Remembrance
Day address, poems to be read by
students from both Braidwood
Central School and St Bede’s.
There will be a prayer of com-
memoration for the fallen and the
laying of wreaths, followed by The
Last Post, Silence and the
Reveille.  
And to end, the reciting of The

Ode.  Remembrance Day is not
like ANZAC DAY, but it does
serve as an occasion of remem-
brance for the sacrifice and
courage of all Australian men and
women in all wars and hostile ac-
tions over the course of our his-
tory.
The RSL would like to see as

many of our community as can at-
tend on the day.  It doesn’t go for
very long but it is a good serv-
ice.  Hopefully it will be a bright
and sunny day.
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Community Bank Braidwood

Making good 
things happen
When you bank with us, profits pour into the
community. 
$11million so far.

A bank giving back sounds unusual. For us, it’s
business as usual.

Find out more. Call us on 4842 1700 or search
Bendigo Bank Braidwood.
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NSW Farmers strongly condemns
the NSW Government’s threats of
compulsory land acquisition to
support a multi-billion-dollar min-
ing corporation.  

In a recent speech NSW Premier
Chris Minns said “we will be con-
sidering compulsory acquisition”
to progress the Narrabri Gas Proj-
ect. This is despite detailed scien-
tific evidence that it risked
contaminating groundwater relied
on by towns and farmers.  

NSW Farmers President Xavier
Martin accused the Premier of put-
ting mining giant Santos – the
multi-billion-dollar corporation be-
hind the Narrabri Gas Project –
ahead of the families and farmers
who lived and worked above the
Great Artesian Basin.  

“In towns like Narrabri, Bog-
gabri and Gunnedah – actually al-
most half of the nation – we could
all very easily find ourselves with-
out clean water because of this
reckless project,” Mr Martin said.  

“The Great Artesian Basin and
all its connected aquifers are the
only source of water for many
towns and farms, and Santos’s
fracking project at Narrabri poses
an incredible threat to this vital
water source.  

“The Premier is seeing dollar
signs and hearing the promises
from Santos that they’ll never
make a mistake, but guess what:
That gas and those royalties from
Narrabri will be tiny compared to
the cost of buying out and relocat-

ing entire regions of water
refugees.”  

Last week the Queensland Of-
fice of Groundwater Impact As-
sessment confirmed the coal seam
gas industry was impacting
groundwater pressure in the Great
Artesian Basin, with 650 water
bores likely to be impacted across
the Surat and Bowen Basins.  It
followed a water expert’s report
for NSW Farmers’ Queensland
counterpart AgForce, which found
drilling into the Great Artesian
Basin would result in the release of
arsenic and lead to 50 times and
100 times the drinking water
guideline level respectively. 

This evidence, along with legal
action from AgForce, resulted in
the Queensland Government
changing its laws. “The Minns
Government, in its quest to shore
up local manufacturing, could very
well go down in history as the
greatest environmental vandals in
this nation’s history,” Mr Martin
said.  “To not only ignore the sci-
ence but to act in the interests of
Santos – not communities or the
environment – is just reckless.  

“Now is not the time to bulldoze
through as past politicians have
done. Now is the time to hit pause
and really consider the long-term
implications of this project.  “I
want to make it very clear: NSW
Farmers does not oppose gas, but
we do oppose anything that threat-
ens to destroy productive farms
and communities.”

Fracking threatens our
food security
NSW Farmers media
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FROM THE QPRC MAYOR’S DESK

Kenrick Winchester QPRC mayor.

We are asking for feedback on a
revised Unsealed Council Road
Policy. 
The policy guides the mainte-

nance of the hundreds of kilome-
tres of unsealed roads in the local
government area. The new policy
is more comprehensive and helps
to outline expectations for mainte-
nance. The revised policy provides
guidance for when Council might
carry out ad-hoc works on those
roads that are generally unmain-
tained by Council, as well as
 consideration for how an unmain-
tained road could be added to the
maintained road network. Read the
policy, the FAQs and provide feed-
back by Monday 24 November at
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

—  * —  * — * —
So often the community mem-

bers who do so much to make
Queanbeyan-Palerang a great place
to live go unnoticed, and the Aus-
tralia Day Awards are a chance to
give them the recognition they de-
serve. We are seeking nominations
for the Australia Day Awards for
2026 until Monday 1 December.
For 2026, you can nominate for
Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen
of the Year, Senior Citizen of the
Year, Community Event of the
Year, and Community Organisa-
tion of the Year. Nominations can
be made at www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/
Australia-Day-Awards

—  * —  * — * —
We have three more community

meetings in November following
the Braidwood meeting on 4 No-
vember, and we’ll be in Bungen-
dore on Wednesday 19 November
at the Norah Starrs (Bungendore)
Community Centre from 6-8pm,
Queanbeyan on Thursday 20 No-
vember at the WB Freebody Coun-

cil Chambers, Nellie Hamilton
Centre from 6-8pm, and Nerriga
on Saturday 22 November at the
Nerriga Community Hall from
10am-12pm. Find out more and
register your attendance at
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/events

—  * —  * — * —
Shop and Win is coming back

to Bungendore and Braidwood
from Monday 17 November, giv-
ing you the chance to win big by
shopping local! To enter the draw,
simply spend $20 or more at a par-
ticipating store to receive an entry
ticket. Head to treasuretrail.com.
au/win and enter your unique entry
code for your chance to win from
each town’s $10,000 prize pool.
There are prizes to be won until
Sunday 14 December so shop local
for your chance to win! 

—  * —  * — * —
I am excited about celebrating

the year at our Community Christ-
mas Parties. There will be enter-
tainment, food, and carols, with
schools, choirs, dance groups and
other local performers. First up is
the Braidwood Community Christ-
mas Party, at Ryrie Park from 4-
8pm on Friday 5 December. Then
we will celebrate in Bungendore at
Mick Sherd Oval from 4-8pm on
Friday 12 December and finally
the Queanbeyan Community
Christmas Party and Carols will be
at Queanbeyan Park from 4-9pm
on Thursday 18 December. Learn
more at qprc.nsw.gov.au/events. If
you want to be a stallholder or food
vendor at one of Council’s events,
including the Christmas parties,
visit the website to apply.

—  * —  * — * —
Do you have someone in your

life who is looking to start a new
career? Maybe Council’s Cadet,
Apprentice, and Trainee pro-
gram is for them. Staff are holding
an information session to explain
the program, where you can earn
and learn, gaining valuable on the
job experience while you do your
studies. Whether it is gardeners,
sports fields management, civil
construction, administration, stra -
tegic planning, or civil engineer-
ing, there are lots of positions to
consider. Council pays course fees
and costs associated with study.
The information session is on 10
November from 6-7:30pm over
Zoom. Find out more and register
at the www.qprc.nsw.gov.
au/Cadet-Apprentice-Trainee-we-
binar



As I write, there is a big Jane
Austen conference on in Canberra:
it’s 250 years since my favourite
author was born.
No, I didn’t go; I was too afraid

of being exposed to yet another
image of a dripping and shirtless
Mr Darcy! That is okay when
you’re young and even a bit later
— Mrs Bennet, his eventual fic-
tional mother-in-law, would’ve ap-
preciated it (she liked a red coat,
too) but I’m even older than that! 
Why is it all so hormonal? 
The older characters have plenty

to teach us.
What do we know about ageing

in Jane Austen’s England? 
Arguably the most famous of the

novels is Pride and Prejudice, pub-
lished 1810 though written earlier.
There are two very memorable
older females in that. Mrs Bennet
and Lady Catherine de Bourgh. We
never hear Mrs Bennet’s first name
although it’s often assumed to be
‘Jane’ because that’s the first
daughter’s name … but it might
not be. Mr Bennet never says it and
neither do her other relatives. They
might say ‘sister’ but there’s a lack
of identity there which must be de-
personalising.

Mrs Bennet appears silly— until
you look again. And again. She
complains about her nerves but no
one listens, or her husband makes
jokes at her expense; he holds her
up to ridicule, to her daughters, to
visitors. What’s her problem?
There are five daughters but the
property can be inherited only by a
male relative, and the nearest one
is a second cousin. She knows Mr
Bennet hasn’t managed the estate
properly and hasn’t set aside
money for their daughters’
dowries. They’ve lived it up ex-
pecting to have that male heir to
put everything right, and even after
having the fifth daughter she keeps
hoping — that is, they keep trying!
She’s a fertile and attractive
woman who still can’t be much
more than forty — but suddenly
it’s all her fault and he barricades
himself in his library and wants
nothing more to do with any of
them — except his little Lizzy
‘who has something more of a
quickness about her.’ 
Who wouldn’t be nervous, and

she’s probably perimenopausal as
well, hot flushes, cramps, dis-
turbed sleep, dryness.
Lady Catherine’s name is part of

her rank and she makes much of
that! Does she perhaps have no
other identity? 
On screen she is portrayed as

quite an elderly woman. Think
Edna May Oliver and even Judi
Dench. Lady Catherine has a
daughter of 28. We know this be-
cause she’s the same age as Mr
Darcy; the sisters made plans for
them in their cradles. So it’s un-
likely she is much more than fifty.
Lady Catherine is super controlling
and makes everyone’s life a mis-
ery. One can imagine she nagged
poor Sir Lewis to death, and note
that he is ‘new money:’ he hasn’t
inherited an estate. Everything is
newly built and can be handed
down to daughter Anne. In some
sense that makes her inferior even
to Mr Bennet but she can’t let that
be seen. Why did she, an Earl’s
daughter, not marry into a wealthy
old family like her sister Anne did?
He might be only ‘Mr’ Darcy but
he goes way way back and could
have bought a title if he needed the
status. The name is French enough
to suggest William the Conqueror.

Lady Catherine talks about how
musical she is and what a good pi-
anist she would’ve been ‘if she’d
ever learnt.’ But everyone did. Is
she perhaps learning disabled in
some way? On the spectrum? 
Poor Lady Catherine. No won-

der she needs someone to brow-
beat. Is she also perimenopausal?
Is she dealing with hot flushes and
mood swings? What about her
legs? Varicose veins? Do they
hurt? I don’t think we ever see her
walk further than across the room. 
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BOOKWORM Julia Ermert 
Mansfield Park is not so popular

or well-known but it’s a favourite
of mine. Even the author is not
kind to her Lady Bertram. She
spends her days on the sofa, ‘think-
ing more of her pug than her chil-
dren,’ doing an endless piece of
embroidery which has to be un-
picked and redone every evening.
She’s portrayed on screen as half-
witted, a drinker, or even an addict. 
Lady Bertram has had four chil-

dren in not much more than six
years. Has she a prolapse? Is she
constantly leaking? What of her
veins? She is likely to be an opium
addict; laudanum was prescribed
for anything and everything then
and was readily available. It was
instantly effective. No one knew it
was dangerously addictive. 
Jane Austen knew so much

about pregnancy, childbirth, and its
aftermaths it’s no wonder she
chose not to marry. Fans want her
to have her own love story, but
love was just the start of it. 
Three of Jane’s sisters-in-law

died as a direct result of giving
birth. Elizabeth, Edward’s wife,
died suddenly a week after the
birth of her eleventh child. Edward
was the wealthy brother who
would have access to the best care
possible. Fanny, wife of sailor
brother Charles, had her fourth
child on board ship. There were
complications and she died six
days later, the baby following after
a fortnight. Three little ones were
left behind. The other sailor
brother, Francis, lost his wife,
Mary, after her eleventh baby, who
later died too.

JANE AUSTEN FOR
THE MIDDLE-AGED
It’s not all about love stories …



As you can surmise, there wasn’t
much in the way of birth control,
and anyway it was illegal and/or
sinful. This doesn’t get into the
books but Jane is very tart about it
in her letters, suggesting ‘the sim-
ple regimen of separate rooms.’ 
Breast-feeding was thought to be

the best way of controlling fertility
but at least in the upper classes it
wasn’t popular. Husbands didn’t
like their wives not being readily
available to them, and wives were
afraid it would impair their figures.
It was a peasant’s activity. There
was status in employing a wet-
nurse. At least we don’t have that
problem nowadays. 
All these motherless babies then

became the care of the unwed older
females in the families. Jane took
her turn but most of it fell to her
sister Cassandra, who could spend
easily half the year at her brothers’
homes dealing with  results of
pregnancies. 
Childbirth had been the business

of women but now the men were
getting in on the act. The obstetri-
cian, or ‘man-midwife,’ was be-
coming the norm. Men could
attend autopsies so they began to
find out exactly what a woman
looked like inside. And there were
the gadgets. Forceps were in use
by the eighteenth century. Then
there was the crotchet, a hook-like
instrument that could pull out a
dead baby piece by piece … but
enough of that. Caesarean section
meant the death of the mother, a
bad outcome for the rest of the
family.
Soon after Jane herself died in

1817, so too did the heir to the
British throne, Princess Charlotte
Augusta of Wales (b.1796.) This
was a catastrophe for the country.
She was the only legitimate child
of the Prince Regent, later George
IV, and was married to Leopold I
of the Belgians. Charlotte died
after over fifty hours of labour and
delivering a stillborn son. Later her
obstetrician, Sir Richard Croft,
shot himself. 
No one was safe. 
The throne eventually passed to

Queen Victoria and she knew noth-
ing of birth control either. As for
her myriad health problems, we
can read about them in her diaries. 
So let’s hear less about the

young lovers.  Now we all know
what came next. 
Have things improved in the

21st century? 
I guess it’s still better than the al-

ternative.
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We invite our members and
friends to visit the museum
through the new disabled accessi-
ble reception area via the side lane.
The previous access through the
front door is no longer.
The side access has been nicely

widened and paved in a cobble
stone effect with garden beds yet to
be planted out. The new reception
area, complete with kitchenette
and toilet, is large, airy, bright and
air conditioned. It will work well
for staff and volunteers and pro-
vide space to create the museum
shop.
A remarkable feature is that this

addition is free standing and not
actually attached to the State Her-
itage listed museum building, al-
though you would never know. It
allows you to appreciate the beauty
of the original building, stone,
brick and timber.
When re-arranged by our volun-

teers the new entry will allow ad-
ditional exhibition space and a
larger improved area dedicated to
family history research. The fact

that the museum building is now
air conditioned will be more com-
fortable, good for our artefacts and
useable all year round.
Meanwhile the Homestay re-

mains a building site and therefore
not available for a visit at this time.
Lylie Crisp and his team are fitting
out the kitchen, stairs and timber
flooring. All rooms are painted,
carpeted and air-conditioned with
completed ensuites. Furnishings
have been ordered ready for instal-
lation first week in December.
Works by the builder, Trinity Fit

Out & Construction for the site is
complete.
We are happy with the new re-

ception and the homestay, but there
are disappointments. It is not what
was included in the original fully
costed plan. No museum lift, no
blacksmith shop, no artisan stu-
dios, no café, no heritage centre
toilets, no additional exhibition
space, limited landscaping and
fencing.
QPRC took over the project in

February, commissioned new proj-

ect managers, GenUrban, and
builders, Trinity. All credit to
QPRC, GenUrban and Trinity.
They have done a good job, but the
real saviour is Community Bank
Braidwood. If it was not for their
donation of $590,000, we would
have ended up with an abandoned
battlefield.
Since the announcement of the

Bushfire Recovery Funding for
this project in November 2020 (5
years ago) John Stahel and I have
been sometimes elated but mostly
frustrated, disappointed, disillu-
sioned and dismayed. The negativ-
ity has been offset by the support
from a great BDHS committee, our
members and the broader commu-
nity. The generosity and commu-
nity commitment by our one and
only Braidwood Bank has been in-
spirational. What has been con-
structed, albeit at enormous cost, is
quite grand.
We are celebrating two signifi-

cant events on 22 November: the
re-opening of the museum and the
launch of the restored Dodge at
11.00 am at D&S Motors fore-
court.

BRAIDWOOD & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Museum re-opens for the
Braidwood quilt weekend
Peter Smith

Charity Status Completed
Thanks to the efforts of our hard
working treasurer, Cathy Cooper,
we are now a registered charity.
This enables donors to gain a tax
deduction for donations to the mu-
seum. We are hoping this will not
only provide benefits and encour-
age donors but will assist in raising
funds through philanthropy as well
items for the collection. More on
this will be provided in future bul-
letins.

Homestay kitchen under construction

The paved courtyard ready for landscaping.Stone and sandstock bricks add to the feel.

The reception desk at the museum’s new entrance.



All Small Excavations
and Infrastructure Pty Ltd

We have:
n 30 years experience in all types of

excavations and civil work
n Contract rates for: pipeline, installation of

sewer, storm water, water mains and
electrical conduit

n Hourly or long-term hire rates

n 4WD vehicle with 1.8 ton excavator
n No access too difficult
n All bucket sizes n Rock grab
n Hammer n Auger
n Stick rake n Compaction wheel

n Septic system installations including
drainage

n Road crossings and culverts
n Concrete for house slabs, shed slabs and

driveways
n Site cuts, fill and compaction

n Recommended installer of concrete sleeper
retaining walls

For a site visit and quotation call or email:

Bolj 0410 534 057   bolj@iambolj.com

B3 Plumbing “from Canberra to Batemans Bay”
Recommended installer of Puretec 

n All types of water filters
for town or tank water

n Fit outs
n Extensions
Phone Bailey
0424 352 785
or email
admin@b3plumbing.net Locally owned @ Family-operated
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In the long distant past, the Braid-
wood Community Garden was
created by a bunch of people
whose intentions were to provide
opportunities for locals to grow
food, without pesticides, and per-
haps to taste different vegetables.

After its set-up the garden was
then left to its own devices, and
various people have at different
times joined up to tend it, and sub-
sequently left for various other rea-
sons, their own garden needs
notwithstanding.

I started 5 years or so, and it is a
hard place. Frankly I wouldn’t be
a farmer or market gardener for
quids if I had to rely on the
weather. It is too frosty as the land
lies low, close to the creek; it is too
windy as the west wind blasts
through the place. However after 5
years I feel invested now. Thanks
to donations, fruit trees and many
types of vegetables have been
planted, for the benefit of all. 

Generally, I maintain the garden
by mowing in the summer and
preparing beds in the winter. In
that time there has been a handful
of helpers who have come and
gone. I grow what I like, generally
easy to grow radishes (which I
don’t eat), broad beans with beau-
tiful black and white flowers
(which I do not pick quick enough)
and artichokes with their spiky
grey foliage and bright blue flower
heads (which I pick occasionally).  

As the garden is meant to be a
community resource common
types of vegetables are also grown:
beans, tomatoes, silverbeet, lettuce

and herbs. When the season is
good there is a surfeit of goods;
when the season is bad as in the
last few years, mostly of the soggy
kind of weather I can only despair
that this year again, there will be
no apples.

The 2025 season started well:
the apple blossom full of bees,
with good growth on the trees. The
paddock planting had suffered a bit
during the winter from animal nib-
blings, but survived. I put this
down to wallabys. How wrong was
I!

It turns out that the goats, kept a
couple of paddocks up the road,
have been regular visitors, enjoy-
ing fresh tree bark and pushing
over the olive trees until some
died. 

Over the past few weeks, nay

COMMUNITY GARDEN   

Carelessness costs
community garden
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The Albanese Government is seek-
ing public feedback to inform the
National Road Safety Strategy as
part of a mid-term review.

This is an independent review
that will assess the effectiveness of
current road safety initiatives now
that we are halfway through deliv-
ering the National Road Safety
Strategy 2021-30.

The review will also identify
emerging challenges, assess the
current and arising factors impact-
ing road safety, and develop prac-
tical recommendations to support
the strategy’s next action plan.
Our road networks are critical
to our way of life.
But we need to do more to prevent
the tragic loss of life on our roads
which has devastating and wide-
reaching impacts on families,
friends and communities every
year – nationwide. 

As our population grows, com-
munities change, and habits
evolve, so too does the road safety
environment.

This review will help us learn
from and revisit how we approach
road safety right across Australia,
with the public invited to have

their say by 11:59pm (AEDT)
Tuesday, 25 November 2025. 

It forms part of the Govern-
ment’s joint commitment with all
states and territories to act on road
safety, including by funding local
roads, road safety initiatives, and
data collection.

Minister for Regional Develop-
ment, Local Government and Ter-
ritories Kristy McBain said road
safety must be a shared responsi-
bility.

“We want to make sure that
every time someone uses our
roads, they make it to their desti-
nation safely. Whether it’s a
truckie on a long-haul journey, or
a parent picking up the kids from
school.

“This is an important opportu-
nity to provide feedback and have
your say on the National Road
Safety Strategy.

“Your feedback will help us bet-
ter understand the current state of
road safety as well as areas for im-
provement.”

To have your say or for more in-
formation, go to the website:

https://eysau.syd1.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_a4ts9S7qywTbQJU

Have your say on National
Road Safety Strategy
Kristy McBain, Member for Eden-Monaro media
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
4842 2882 or 0419 445 299

months, notices on social media
have been posted about these
unchecked animals. Not only have
they been seen in the community
garden, but also roaming on busy
Bombay road. When events, such
as weather or wildlife, over which
I have no control, damage the gar-
den, I am saddened and start again.
But damage caused by badly man-
aged and kept livestock, such as
these goats, angers me. The apple
trees are broken. No amount of
money can make them better. Re-
placing them is not an issue either.
Time is the issue. If the trees re-
cover I can only hope that they
fruit next year. 

If one is going to herd goats,
then one should do as goatherders
do, and that is manage the animals
ensuring that they are not garden or
road pests. Those goats can get
into anywhere if they really want
to. They need to be placed in a se-
cure area, not just left to fend for

themselves. Whoever owns those
goats, whoever lets them on their
property should take responsibility
for these animals. I am sure that
some people might think this situ-
ation funny; but when a road acci-
dent occurs because of these
untethered goats, then it won’t be
so funny.

People have said to me: ”Get a
grant to put up a higher fence.” I
don’t believe it is up to the com-
munity garden to fence itself off.
Yes, we take our chances with
wildlife and thievery, but not from
domesticated animals. Surely that
is someone’s responsibility. If we
fenced ourselves in, this would set
us apart from the community. The
Big Garden, as I like to call it, is a
place where people (and dogs) can
roam, sit in the shade, pick some
food, and perhaps pull up some
grass. It is the last bastion of free-
dom: no fences, no cameras, no
one watching you. 

 Erika Mordek 
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Braidwood resident, John R
Walker, is in two current exhibi-
tions in our region. 

His major work, ‘Driving the
Badja Road’ is in the exhibition
ANU Art Collection: Conjunction
which opened at the Drill Hall

Gallery in Canberra on 24 October
and runs to 21 December.  He will
have a solo exhibition at Goulburn
Regional Art Gallery – Forest
Song – which will open on Friday
21 November. This exhibition will
run through to Saturday 31 January
2026, so there’s plenty of time to
see it.

John R Walker, artist: exhibitions and collaborations
A creative conversation between

Walker and Jazmourian Ensemble
(ANU Ensemble-in-residence)
flourished during a recent visit to
Walker’s Braidwood studio, fol-
lowing their acclaimed perform-
ance as part of Braidwood Concert
Series. Learning that Walker’s
painting ‘Driving the Badja Road’
would be exhibited in the Drill
Hall’s exhibition ANU Art Collec-
tion: Conjunction, Jazmourian En-
semble – Anna McDonald and
Malek Mohammedi Nejad – set
out to compose a new work in re-
sponse.

For Nejad and McDonald, the
qualities of Persian music, which
resonate harmony with nature, are
echoed in Walker’s painting. Per-
sian music is originally based on
such symbols of nature as water,
fire, earth, the sounds of animals
and wind in the trees. As Nejad de-
scribes: “You observe nature and
respond to it, and you recognize
that it observes and responds to
you. You become a part of it.”  For
artist and musicians alike, this has
been a stimulating and ongoing ad-
venture.

Join artist John R. Walker with
musicians Malek Mohammadi
Nejad and Anna McDonald, as
they discuss how the encompass-
ing landscape of Walker’s
panoramic oil painting ‘Driving
the Badja Road’, has inspired a
new musical composition. Jaz-
mourian Ensemble will perform
their new work in company with
the painting and artist on Sunday
16 November, 4pm at the Drill
Hall Gallery.

And for those who would like to
see more of Walker’s recent work,

his solo exhibition, Forest Song,
will open at Goulburn Regional
Art Gallery on Friday 21 Novem-
ber from 5pm. This exhibition also
showcases another collaboration;
this one between Walker and
Braidwood printmaker, Marianne
Courtenay. Over dinner and dis-
cussion one evening, Courtenay
suggested that Walker come to her
studio and try making some mono-
types. The delight of just walking
across the road from one studio to
another and working together on
Marianne’s press resulted in a
body of remarkable monotypes
which have not been exhibited be-
fore. As Walker said, “I’m pleased
that this new body of work will be
shown at the Goulburn Regional
Art Gallery. The GRAG team are
a fantastic, professional bunch to
work with. It’s been a real pleas-
ure.” The exhibition will be
opened by Anne Ryan, Senior Cu-
rator Australian art, Art Gallery of
New South Wales. 

‘In Conversation’ John R Walker
and Jazmourian Ensemble

Sunday 16 November, 4-5pm
Exhibition: ANU Art Collection:
Conjunction  24 October – 21
December 2025

Drill Hall Gallery
Kingsley St, ACTON, Canberra
FREE

Opening Forest Song
Friday 21 November, 5pm
Exhibition: Forest Song  21 No-

vember 2025 – 31 January 2026
Goulburn Regional Art Gallery
Civic Centre, 184 Bourke St, Goul-

burn

Anne Sanders



News trivia
Have you been
paying attention?

n By what name is Prince Andrew to be known as now?
‰ Andrew Buckingham Windsor
‰ Prisoner No. HM1346
‰ Andrew Mountbatten Windsor
‰ Andrew Sandringham Mountbatten

n Which two Australians celebrated Halloween with Donald
Trump?

‰ David Littleproud and Barnaby Joyce
‰ Miranda Devine and Andrew Bolt
‰ Peta Credlin and Tony Abbott
‰ Gina Rinehardt and Pauline Hanson

n Which QPRC Village has a new hall?
‰ Mongarlowe ‰ Captains Flat
‰ Araluen ‰ Majors Creek

n Which part of JD Vance’s body did Charlie Kirk’s widow
Erica Kirk fondly embrace?

‰ His buttocks ‰ His knees
‰ His hair ‰ His chest

n How do you spell the Ukrainian president’s first name?
‰ Volodimir ‰ Volodymyr
‰ Vladimir ‰ Vladomyr

n Which horse won the Melbourne Cup?
‰ Goodie Two Shoes ‰ Half Yours
‰ Middle Earth ‰ Radish

n Which band t-shirt did Opposition Leader Sussan Ley
object to PM Albanese wearing?

‰ The Cure ‰ Kiss
‰ Joy Division ‰ Slim Dusty

n Who is the Federal Minister for Emergency Services?
‰ Michelle Rowland ‰ Murray Watt
‰ Kristy McBain ‰ Penny Wong

n What is the name of the car recently restored at D&S
Motors?

‰ Chitty Chitty Bang Bang ‰ Herbie
‰ Dodgey ‰ Gellibrand

n Which African country has President Trump last week
threatened to invade?

‰ Nigeria ‰ Chad
‰ Sudan ‰ Sierra Leone
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Council Meetings and Times
Council holds Ordinary Meetings twice a month 
on Wednesday, excluding December and January. 
Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business 
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday 
prior to the meeting at bit.ly/MinutesAgendas. 

Members of the public can livestream the meetings 
at bit.ly/QPRCwebcast or in person. 

For those wanting to make a presentation on an 
Agenda item, you can make a: 

 Written presentation  
- submit by midday on Tuesday

 Zoom presentation  
- register by midday on Wednesday

 Register at bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
 12 November (Queanbeyan)
 26 November (Queanbeyan)

Written Questions on Notice
Questions on notice from the community must be 
submitted in writing or via email to  
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the 
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and 
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum, 
provided to the person who asked the questions and 
published on our website.

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
and regulations documents are published at 
bit.ly/DPnotices

Shop the Garage Sale Trail!
Australia’s biggest second-hand treasure hunt is  
back across 8-9 and 15-16 November. Find out more 
at garagesaletrail.com.au/queanbeyan-palerang

Work with Council
 Finance Business Partner
 Junior Business Analyst
 Water Industry Operator (Network)
  For more information and roles go to  

bit.ly/QPRC-Careers

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

1300 735 025  
council@qprc.nsw.gov.au
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang

Cadet, Apprentice and Trainee info session
Are you interested in earning, learning, and gaining 
valuable on the job experience while you do your 
studies?

We are holding an information session on 10 November 
from 6-7:30pm over Zoom about our Cadet, Apprentice 
and Trainee Program. 

Come along and find out the benefits of working with 
Council. 

 Learn more at  
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/CAT-info-session 

Community Meetings in November
Meet your councillors and talk about the things that 
matter to you at our community meetings in:

 Bungendore - Wednesday 19 November from 6-8pm 
at the Norah Starrs Community Centre (Bungendore 
Community Centre)

 Queanbeyan - Thursday 20 November from 6-8pm  
in the WB Freebody Chambers at the Nellie  
Hamilton Centre

 Nerriga - Saturday 22 November from 10am-12pm  
at the Nerriga Community Hall

 Find out more at www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/events

Community Christmas Parties!
We are looking forward to celebrating with our 
community at the Community Christmas Parties.

Schools, choirs, dance groups, and local performers will 
make a festive atmosphere with each event reflecting 
the local community.

Braidwood’s party is at Ryrie Park from 4-8pm on 
Friday 5 December.

The other parties are:

 Bungendore Community Christmas Party, Mick 
Sherd Oval, Bungendore from 4-8pm on Friday 12 
December

 Queanbeyan Community Christmas Party 
and Carols, Queanbeyan Park from 4-9pm on 
Thursday 18 December

 If you are interested in being a food vendor or 
stallholder at one of our events, apply now at  
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Community/Events

Australia Day Awards nominations open!
Nominate for the Citizen, Young Citizen, Senior 
Citizen, Community Event of the Year, and Community 
Organisation of the Year for 2026!

Each year we celebrate the local people who are 
dedicated to making our region a better place.

There are four regions for each award: Captains Flat, 
Braidwood, Bungendore, and Queanbeyan. 

 Nominations close 1 December at  
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Australia-Day-Awards
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I’ve rattled along on more dodgy
buses than I care to admit, eaten
food of mysterious origins, and
once had a spiritual awakening in
a hostel dunny in Chiang Mai and
out of all that mild chaos, I’ve
pieced together some rules of sur-
vival ... learnt by doing the wrong
thing first.
Take food for example, you

could spend your trip living on
7/11 ham-and-cheese toasties,
which taste like ‘homesick’ stuffed
between two bits of white bread. A
far better option is to try what the
locals are eating. Street food is

where the magic is; Aunty with the
wok, uncle with the grill or the ice-
cream bloke in a back alley. Al-
ways compliment the cook. It’s not
condescending, it’s good manners.
Then there’s the art of not look-

ing like a cranky, pissed-off tourist.
You can stomp about, dripping
with sweat and squinting at Google
Maps as it spins you in circles. The
smarter move? Try smiling and
ask. Even lost and flustered, a grin
will get you further than a glare or
sulking ever will.
Transport’s another adventure.

You could eye every tuk-tuk driver

DETOUR DIARIES Julie West 

Smile, squat, and hope for the best:
Travel wisdom learned the hard way (so you don’t have to)

like he’s about to nick your wallet
and run. Or, you could just try
agreeing on a price before you hop
in and just enjoy the ride. Sure,
some will detour into a gem shop
or uncle’s tailor shop, but even the
scams or a good suit makes for a
good yarn later.
And then there are the toilets.

You expect a comfy seat, paper,
and a lock that works. The reality?
Sometimes it’s just you, a hole in
the ground, and your balance. Best
to carry tissues, a splash of sani-
tiser and master your squats. Think
of it as free yoga with extra bal-
ance training.
Money’s the classic trap. You

can haggle for ten minutes just to
save the cost of a single Tim Tam,
then walk away smug because you
saved a few cents. Try being gen-
erous. A few coins here, a kind
word there, a minute of your time.
In Thailand, being stingy makes
you a ‘Ki Nok’. Nobody wants to
be remembered as the tight-arsed
tourist.
Of course, none of this matters if

you can’t be understood. No use
throwing your arms about while
speaking ‘Aussie’ and wondering
why no one knows what ‘arvo’
means. The trick that actually
works; Try hello, thank you, and
beer in the local lingo and maybe
the local greeting gesture too. It
works better than interpretive
dance.
Back to money for a sec; You

could hand over a rainbow wad of
notes and trust the vendor to take
the right amount. What actually

works is knowing the exchange
rate or using an app. Saves you
from accidentally paying for some-
one’s new scooter.
Packing’s another. You can fill

your bag with snorkels, three pairs
of shoes, and a “just in case”
jacket, then curse your life as you
lug it all up four flights of stairs in
the humidity and heat. Try packing
light. A few shirts, undies, and
thongs (the foot ones) will do fine.
Laundry’s cheaper than regret.
Jet lag’s the same; You can

smash nine tinnies on the flight,
binge three movies, and chase it
with a 3am Satay. The grown-up
version is water, a stretch, and
sleep when the locals do. Not ex-
citing, but effective.
And finally, photos. You can

block traffic and annoy the farmers
with your fifteenth rice terrace
selfie, or try taking the shot, saying
cheers, and putting the phone
away. The memory lasts longer
than the filter and you won’t end
up on someone else’s TikTok as
‘that tourist.’
So, there you have it: One

slightly scrappy, very Aussie sur-
vival guide for Southeast Asia.
You’ll still get lost, you’ll still eat
something you regret, and you’ll
definitely come home with more
laughter lines than you left with,
plus stories that sound too far-
fetched to be true … and ones
you’ll be telling for years.

Toilet – nature provided – facilities
optional.

Wok cooker – no menu, no fuss, just fire, batter and a man on a mission. When
in doubt, follow the smoke, it usually means dinner.

A little rain is no reason to skip the market.
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HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE Laura Moriarty

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

Markets
The Braidwood Farmers Mar-
kets will be on Saturday, 15th No-
vember from 8:30am in the
National Theatre.

—  * —  * — * —
Mongarlowwe Hall. Come

along on Saturday 15 November
from 9am to explore an amazing
mix of stalls filled with household
and kitchen items, bric-a-brac, vin-
tage treasures, camping gear, out-
door and garden goods, and plants
galore. There will even be a neck-
and-shoulders massage stall for
those who’d like a little relaxation
between bargain hunting! 

This special event will be held at
the new Mongarlowe Hall, right
next to the RFS shed, giving every-
one a chance to see the progress on
this wonderful new community
space.

To help raise funds for finishing
touches at the hall – including in-
stalling solar panels – there will be
a cake stall stacked high with deli-
cious homemade treats baked by
our talented locals, and a gold coin
entry donation. 

And if all that shopping makes
you hungry, the Mongarlowe RFS
will be firing up the barbecue for a
classic sausage sizzle to raise funds
for our brigade. 

It’s the perfect day out to meet
your neighbours, support local
causes and sustainability, and pick
up some great finds — all while
celebrating the spirit of community
that makes Mongarlowe shine.

AGM Notices
The Braidwood Old Sunday
School Hall AGM will be on
Wednesday, 12th November at
1:30pm. Please send nominations
to secretary.bossh@gmail.com or
0481 224 148 by Tuesday, 11th
November.

—  * —  * — * —
Braidwood National Theatre

& Community Centre S 355
Committee Annual General Meet-
ing Monday 1 December 2025, at
5.30pm in the Braidwood National
Theatre. Interested members of the
Braidwood community are very
welcome to attend the National
Theatre AGM. Ratepayers who
may be interested in filling a posi-
tion on the Committee should read
the ‘Section 355 Committee
Guidelines’ on the QPRC.nsw.gov.
au web site. 

—  * —  * — * —
Upper Shoalhaven Landcare

AGM and Mini-Muster will take
place on Friday, 7th November
from 5:30pm in the function room
of the Braidwood Servicemen’s
Club. The evening will kick off
with a brief AGM to nominate the
Committee for 2026. 
We’d welcome a couple of nomi-
nations to join the committee to
help support our district projects,
new nursery hub at Dargues Mine,
and Local Coordinator position.
Then we’re opening the floor to
hear about what our local Landcare
groups, subcommittees and mem-
bers are up to. 
We value your input and feedback
and look forward to seeing you and
celebrating another year of Land-
care achievements! Attendees can
graze on nibbles and tea provided
or order a meal from the club at
their expense. There will be an op-
portunity to attend via online meet-
ing link if you let us know upon
RSVP.

RSVP: Erin upper.shoalhaven@
gmail.com or 0473 407 079

—  * —  * — * —
The Braidwood Old Sunday

School Hall AGM will take place
on Wednesday, 12th November at
1pm in the Old Sunday School
Hall on Wilson St. Nominations
can be sent by email to
secretary.bossh@gmail.com

OTHER EVENTS
The Braidwood RSL Sub-
branch are holding a commemo-
ration dinner on Saturday, 15th
November from 6:30pm. For fur-
ther details, please email braid-
woodsb@rslnsw.org.au

—  * —  * — * —
Braidwood and Villages Busi-

ness Chamber would like to invite
its members and local business
owners to its next members meet-

ing on Wednesday, 5th November
from 6pm at the Braidwood Ser-
vicemen’s Club. Prospective mem-
bers welcome.

—  * —  * — * —
Plans are being finalised for the

Jane Austen birthday celebrations
on Sunday 16 November at Beder-
vale. Willing participants are all set
to read select scenes from two of
Austen’s most memorable novels.
One scene from Pride and Preju-
dice is the infamous wedding pro-
posal by Mr Collins to Elizabeth
Bennet. There is more to the text
than in any of the movies or series,
and the library setting at Bedervale
will add much to your understand-
ing of the plight of women in the
19th century. After the four read-
ings there will be a high tea. Tick-
ets are now limited, so please get
your tickets now. Just search for
“Jane Austen at Bedervale “ online
or email bwdjabclub@gmail.com
for a link.

FOODRAISER
Vinnies Braidwood and Braid-
wood Life Centre are joining
forces again this November to as-
sist and raise much needed food for
those that need a hand up this
Christmas.

Our FOODraiser campaign will
run from 1st October until mid-De-
cember, and we are seeking your
assistance with the donation of one
grocery item that will go towards
assisting families, the elderly and
those that are doing it tough.

If you are thinking, what can I
buy:
Pasta / Rice
Pasta Sauces
Breakfast Cereals
Long Life Milk
Cans of Tuna / Salmon / Baked

Beans / Spaghetti
Chips / Biscuits/ Lollie’s
Toilet paper / toothpaste / soap/ de-

odorant / perfumes
Honey / Jam / Vegemite / peanut

butter
Sugar / Tea Coffee
Biscuits
All non-perishable items will be

welcome
If you are able to assist with an

item of food, all we ask is that the
item does not expire before Febru-
ary 2026. All donations can be left
at Vinnies 106 Wallace Street
Braidwood.

We understand that everyone
has challenges as we move toward

Your correspondent has a new job
as a receptionist at Mac Optometry
on Wallace Street next door to the
Vintage Drawer. She will be there
three days a week, so pop in to see
me if you’d like to book an eye
test.

Concerts and Gigs
Mike McClellan will be perform-
ing his The Last Song and Dance
concert on Saturday, 8th Novem-
ber at the National Theatre from
7:30pm.

—  * —  * — * —
Nausicaä: Judith Wright in

Song is coming to BRAG and to
Braidwood for one night only!
This is happening on Friday, 7th
November from 6pm.
The Burning Glass is Nausi-

caä’s brand new collection of
songs based on the poetry of Judith
Wright. Throughout November,
he’ll share these new works in
places dear to Judith’s heart: the
New England Tablelands, Braid-
wood, Brisbane, and Mount Tam-
borine. For this special intimate
performance, Nausicaä has the
pleasure of joining forces with the
neighbourly refrains of Braidwood
local, Lily Morris. Recalling the
warmth and intimacy of Paul
Simon and Nick Drake, Nausicaä
sets the captivating poems of Ju-
dith Wright into musical motion.
After showcases alongside the
likes of Tiny Ruins and Angie Hart
(Frente), his latest album, The
Burning Glass, is ready to breathe
new life into Wright’s timeless
verse.

Supporting acts are local musi-
cians EARL, and Lily Morris.

https://www.stickytickets.com.a
u/lgop9/nausicaa_judith_wright_in
_song_w_lily_morris.asp

—  * —  * — * —
The Major’s Creek Music

 Festival is this weekend. I do not
need to tell you how phenomenal
this event is; you have read my
previous review of Music at the
Creek from this time last year.
There is an amazing lineup, and it
begins Friday, 7th November, and
runs for three days.

—  * —  * — * —
The Elegant Associates are play-

ing at the Royal Mail on Sunday,
30th November. Tickets sell fast,
so go to Humanitix to purchase.
https://events.humanitix.com/deb
orah-and-david
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Answers to the quiz on page 11: 1. Andrew Mountbatten Windsor,
2.Gina Rinehart and Pauline Hanson, 3. Mongarlowe, 4. His hair, 
5. Volodymyr, 6. Half Yours, 7. Joy Division, 8. Kristy McBain,
9. Gellibrand, 10. Nigeria.

Where has the rest of the Wotzon gone?

In order to provide more space for news and
views the Changing Times will now provide this
information on our website. The QR code [at
right] will zoom you there for your convenience.

the holiday / Christmas period, so
please reach out to Vinnies or the
Braidwood Life Centre if you need
support, assistance or just a chat -
we are here for you. Vinnies Braid-
wood and the Braidwood Life
Centre is grateful for any assis-
tance you may be able to provide

—  * —  * — * —
The Braidwood Folk Club will

be at Major’s Creek this weekend
with sessions.

They will also be holding a Sun-
day session at the Royal Mail on
the 16th, with a tunes session (in-
strumental) from 3-4:30pm and
then a big sing session following
on from it and commencing at
4:30pm.

At BRAG
Our members’ wall features Deb
Griggs this month, with her paint-
ing of her father. Deb Griggs Oct-
November 2025

Deb says:  “In loving memory of
Dad Fishing at the Junction. Mica-
long. Our treasured place.

This painting is a very special
project for me. This is my dad who
passed away three years ago. He
never saw this photo, and not long
ago it was recovered, and I imme-
diately thought what a lovely
painting it would be. In our earlier
years, Dad was a surfboat builder,
and he built many other types of
boats. Boats and fishing were
among dad’s great passions, and he
always enjoyed the serenity of
fishing quietly on a river or on the
beach.

Last year at Christmas, my chil-
dren gifted me this Paint by Num-
bers uploaded image of the very
same photo. I was overwhelmed to
say the least.

I have spent many months care-
fully working on this, with every
tiny stroke of the brush, spending
time with dad. I used the numbers
as a guide to follow, and along the
way created my own directions
and not really sticking to the rules
as such. I am still in the process of

final touches, and I am struggling
with the shoreline, but I will get
there. I learnt to trust the process,
and it was incredible how the
image comes to life on the canvas
as you work through it. It was so
encouraging to keep going.

I am proud to share my dad and
my story and hope my Paint by
Numbers painting may encourage
someone to try it and discover they
can create a piece that is beautiful
and means something very special
to them too.”

—  * —  * — * —
Wish You Were Here: Post-

cards from Braidwood is the cur-
rent exhibition featured at BRAG
until the 9th November. Please col-
lect all artworks from BRAG on
Sunday, 9th November from 2pm
onwards.

—  * —  * — * —
A Printmaking Taster with Ce-

cile Galiazzo
22 - 23 November 9.30am –

3.30pm Saturday and Sunday in
the back room.

Come and discover the fun of
printmaking using hand tools and
the printing press. Over the week-
end we will explore relief printing
through linocuts, Intaglio printing
using low tech non-toxic materials
and monoprinting. All materials,
inks, and paper supplied. Bring
your own relief tools if you have
them. Also bring along some im-
ages to work from and/or your vi-
sual diary. $180 BRAG members /
$220 non-members (includes
membership), 2 places still avail-
able. Call Cecile on 0413 943 158
or email cecilegaliazzo@hotmail
.com to book your place.  

—  * —  * — * —
The Art of the Tea Towel 2

will commence on 22nd Novem-
ber, and will wrap up on 23rd No-
vember, in conjunction with the
Airing of the Quilts. QPRC is
pleased to bring you The Art of the
Tea Towel 2, to be held over Quilt
Weekend 2025. Following on from
the resounding success of The Art
of the Tea Towel held at Ruston

House in 2022, the QPRC Cultural
Services team are bringing a sec-
ond exhibition to Braidwood.

The work of a variety of artists
will be on show, with a collection
from local printmaker Alison
Alder featured.

 Opening champagne afternoon
tea from 3pm, Saturday 15 No-
vember. Open 22 and 23 Novem-
ber 

—  * —  * — * —
Visual Art & Design and Tech-

nology Class of 2025 exhibition of
HSC Works Art and Design Exhi-

bition by Braidwood Central
School HSC Students. 29 Novem-
ber - 8 December

Grand opening: Saturday 29 No-
vember from 6pm with food pro-
vided by the students.

 Come along to support the Class
of 2025 and experience the visual
feast laid out by this year’s Tech-
nology, Art and Design students.
This exhibit of their final works
showcases the students’ talents and
the heights achieved at our won-
derful school.

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council is joining councils across
the region for an exciting textile
recycling event this November in
celebration of National Recycling
Week (10–17 November) and
you’re invited to get involved!
The Textile Recycling Trial,

funded by the Canberra Region
Joint Organisation, is your chance
to make a real difference. We’re
calling on the community to help
divert unwanted textiles like cloth-
ing, shoes, belts, handbags, and
linens from ending up in landfill.
Let’s recycle, repurpose, and give
these items a second life.
Drop-off locations are open

across the Queanbeyan-Palerang
region at the following venues:
• Queanbeyan Waste Minimisation

Centre (5 Lorn Road, Crestwood)
Monday 10 to Friday 14 November,

9.15am–4.15pm
• Bungendore Transfer Station (210

Tarago Road, Bungendore): 

Give your old clothes and
linen a second life this
National Recycling Week
QPRC media

Monday 10 November 7am–12pm
Friday 14 November 12.30–4.30pm, 
Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 Novem-

ber 8am–4.30pm
• Braidwood Transfer Station (117

Bombay Road, Braidwood): 
Monday 10 November 10am–

4:30pm
Friday 14 November 10am–4.30pm
Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 Novem-

ber 10am–4.30pm
What Can You Recycle?
• Clothing
• Shoes, belts, handbags
• Linen, towels, blankets
• Curtains

Items We Can’t Accept:
• Soft toys, doonas, pillows, or
cushions

• Electric blankets
• Suitcases, mats, rugs, and carpet
• Fabric off-cuts

—  * —  * — * —
Remember, all donated items

must be clean and dry. Friendly
staff will be on site to assist with
your drop-offs.

—  * —  * — * —
Collected textiles will be man-

aged by Nowra-based RRR Aus-
tralia (Reuse – Repurpose –
Recycle), ensuring items in good
condition are donated locally and
overseas, while unwearable items
are transformed into cleaning rags
or recycled into innovative new
products like rugs and floormats.

—  * —  * — * —
For more information on the

Textile Recycling Trial, please
contact our Customer Service team
on 1300 735 025 or email wastem
atters@qprc.nsw.gov.au



16 — Wednesday November 5, 2025 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council is seeking community
feedback on the revised Unsealed
Council Road Policy.
‘This policy guides the mainte-

nance of the hundreds of kilome-
tres of unsealed roads in the local

Author Talk with
Chrissie Bellbrae
Join us for an inspiring event with
Chrissie Bellbrae as she shares the
journey behind her debut novel
The Florentine Quilt. 
Set against stunning backdrops

and rich with historical intrigue,
the story weaves together the lives
of three women across centuries,
connected by a medieval quilt and
an ancient tale of love and sacri-
fice.
Braidwood Library will have

extended hours on this day for the
Airing of the Quilts and will be
open from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.
Where: Braidwood Library
When: Saturday 22 Novem-

ber 2025
Time: 2 - 3.30 pm
https://events.humanitix.com/aut

hor-talk-with-chrissie-bellbrae

government area,’ said Mayor
Kenrick Winchester.
‘Councillors have been working

with staff to update this policy to
provide clarity for residents and
Council on what maintenance to
expect. The new policy is more
comprehensive and helps to outline
expectations.’
‘There is a lot of community in-

terest in the maintenance of the
road network, and I encourage the
community to read the policy and
other information and make a sub-
mission.’
‘Maintenance of the road net-

work is guided by traffic volumes,
with the estimated Average Annual
Daily Traffic volumes determining
what category a given road is
placed in.’
‘The revised policy now pro-

vides some guidance for when
Council might carry out ad-hoc
works on those roads that are gen-
erally unmaintained by Council, as
well as consideration for how an
unmaintained road could be added
to the maintained road network.’
‘There is also explanation of

how Council will consider the
change of a road’s category.’
Read the policy, the FAQs and

provide feedback by Monday 24
November at https://yourvoice.
qprc.nsw.gov.au 

You are invited to the official opening of the
MONGARLOWE HALL

737 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe, NSW
Smoking Ceremony – Walbanja Rangers • Acknowledgement of Country – Michelle Gardner

Hon Kristy McBain, Member for Eden-Monaro and Minister for Emergency Services
QPRC Mayor Kenrick Winchester and General Manager Rebecca Ryan

Followed by music, afternoon tea and camaraderie

2pm FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2025
For more information: mongarlowehall@gmail.com

Council seeking feedback on
revised Unsealed Council
Road Policy
QPRC media

Chrissie and her book



After a five year absence of senior
competitive football, the kits were
dusted off last week as Braidwood
(playing as Palerang United) trav-
elled to Canberra to take part in the
Henk's Summer competition. In
this 8 week, six-a-side competition
there are two 20 minute halves, un-
limited substitutions, no offsides
and no slide tackling allowed.

GAMEWEEK 1
Starting players:  A. Crisp, G.

Benc, K. Acheson, L. Kendall,
R. McCurley, B. Parsons

Subs: M. Ferrao, S. Dyball, J.
Sully.

Opposition: Summer Buffaloes
—  * —  * — * —

The first game of the season got
off to a hectic start with possession
switching between teams fre-
quently. Before the game could
settle and either side find cohesion
we found ourselves 1-0 up after a
strike from McCurley (assisted by
Parsons) found the back of the net.
As the game began to settle our
team was being swamped in the
midfield and the attack was begin-
ning to die down. Substitutions
were made with Ferrao coming on
to reinvigorate the attack and Sully
to hold the midfield. Just moments
after the subs came on, Summer
Buffaloes pulled one back to make
it 1-1. We held the scoreline there
until the Ref (who was confusingly
playing in blue like the opposition)
blew up for half-time.

The five minute break was used
to have a quick refresh and reshuf-
fle of players before we made our
way back onto the pitch for the re-
maining 20 minutes. The Ref (now
wearing yellow) blew the whistle
and the second half was underway.
The opposition may have had pos-
session for the most part, but we
countered well with Kendall in
particular finding good spaces up
front. An injury to our
player/coach Benc saw another
reshuffle in defence and meant that
Acheson had to play the full game
in defence and Ferrao had to be-
come a make-shift centre-back.
Later, a high, looping ball over the
opposition attack was put in by
Dyball and brought down bril-
liantly over the shoulder by Par-
sons before he dribbled up the line

a nestled the ball in the left side of
the net. The Ref blew the whistle
and claimed the ball had gone out
on the line. As someone sat on the
sideline at that moment, I can say
that the ball 100% did not cross the
line where the ref thought it had.
Moments later we won a throw in
and Dyball stepped up to take it.
The ball found Parsons' feet and
ended up in the back of the net,
putting us 2-1 up. We continued to
defend for the rest of the game
with goalkeeper Crisp making
plenty of quality saves. It was in
the final minute of the game that an
opposition player got through on
goal and our keeper was left
stranded and having to come out to
claim the ball, which unfortunately
slipped under his arm. The ball
was on target and Sully rushed
back to clear it from the line, but it
clipped his boot and went in (I
maintain that this was not an own
goal because the ball was ON
TARGET). With only seconds re-
maining there was nothing to be
done and the game ended 2-2.

It is frustrating to drop 2 points
after holding out for so long, the
most important thing is that we
have fun and enjoy the comp. A
great team effort all round, but a
huge thank you must go out to
George Benc who organised our
entry into the competition and also
led us on the pitch and from the
sideline.

GAMEWEEK 2
Starting players: A. Crisp, K.

Acheson, J. Sully, G. Benc, R.
McCurley, B. Parsons

Subs: S. Dyball, T. Clarke, J.
Gulia, L. Kendall

Opposition: Here For Beer
—  * —  * — * —

Gameweek 2 saw us line-up
more defensively than Gameweek
1, with two centre-backs and a cen-
tral-midfielder. In attack we played
with a winger and a No. 9 that
could switch to the wing to allow
the centre-mid to go forwards. We
got off to a flying start as McCur-
ley whipped the ball in to Parsons
who rifled it into the back of the
net, putting us 1-0 up within the
first minute. We soaked up pres-
sure for awhile after the opener. A

foul was given on McCurley, but
he did go down awfully slowly,
leading us to speculate that it may
have been a dive. Nothing came of
the free kick, but after a brief loss
of possession, Parsons made a run
down the left hand side and
whipped the ball in to Benc who
slotted it past the keeper to put us
up 2-0. Having more defensive op-
tions on the bench meant that we
could rotate the squad multiple
times throughout the match and so
substitutions were made early.
Here For Beer (not many of them
looked old enough to drink beer)
struggled to break us down, but in
classic amateur football style, we
were our own worst enemies. Par-
sons found himself one on one
with the keeper, but he couldn't
sort his feet out and ran the ball
across the face of goal and then
back again. This was soon fol-
lowed by Clarke being presented
with an easy tap in that was sent
skyward and over the bar in a fash-
ion similar to Harry Kane's penalty
in the 2022 World Cup.

After half-time we had most of
the possession. Coach Benc had
banned Acheson from progressing
forwards with the ball (which goes
to show how important he is to our
defensive structure), but he did get
one sneaky run in. Gulia switched
between centre-back and midfield
throughout the game, adding sta-
bility in both areas. Dyball and
Kendall continued to apply pres-
sure up front and forcing their
keeper to make saves. We kept our
structure well and held when coun-
ters came our way. A throw in
should have been ours after the ball
clipped Here For Beer's mullet-
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wearing number 9 and went out,
but the ref didn't see it. There was
no time for keeper Crisp to get
bored as he had to come out and
claim the ball many times. His
composure between the sticks is
something I couldn't show if hav-
ing to do his job.  An interception
and driving run by Sully saw us
back on the attack, the ball was
squared to Kendall, but it wasn't to
be another goal as their defense
shut down the play. We kept up
our pressure and the next phases of
attack began to look more promis-
ing. McCurley went at the ball
with his head and got the shot on
target, but the alert keeper saved it.
It was in a repeat of events from
Gameweek 1 that we found suc-
cess. A long throw from Dyball
found Parsons' feet and the rest is
history. We were 3-0 up with less
than ten minutes to go.

Being so far ahead, Coach Benc
decided to make wholesale
changes with all bar one defensive
players being subbed. This put
pressure on the attackers to adapt
and play deeper than they might
usually be comfortable with. It was
a shaky few minutes and I must
Admit that I thought our clean
sheet might disappear. Parsons
found himself at left-centre-back
and did a very good job in that po-
sition, topping off what was al-
ready an excellent game for him.
The whistle was blown and victory
was ours. We claimed 3 points and
got a clean sheet to boot. With an
excellent performance all round,
the team spirit is very high. Hope-
fully we can keep the momentum
going.

FOOTBALL REPORT Jack Watkins-Sully

Palerang United back
after five years

DOJO BREAD
90 Wallace St, [at the pedestrian crossing]

8 am to 1 pm – 6 days a week

Artisan Bread – Gourmet Pies – Great Coffee

Local Produce – Sweet things – Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls – Slices ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334



Anglican Parish of Braidwood
We’re entering a very busy, and
hopefully very joyful November.
There’s loads to celebrate!

This coming Sunday 9th No-
vember, as part of the Majors
Creek Festival, there will be a
‘Celebration of music’ service at
the Majors Creek village church,
St Stephen’s Anglican Church
from 10.30am (note the time
change) and we’ll be joined by
 Abbotsleigh Girls School Chapel
Choir and band. All welcome to
join us and then back to the fabu-
lous festival performances!

—  * —  * — * —
Sunday 16th November will be

a Morning Prayer service at 10am
at St Andrew’s Anglican Church,
47 Elrington St, Braidwood, fol-
lowed by morning tea. At 12 mid-
day, our Parish Council will meet
for its November session at the
Parish Centre.

—  * —  * — * —
Quilts in the Church, part of

the Braidwood Airing of the Quilts
Festival, now in its 30th year, will
be held over the weekend of Satur-
day 22nd and Sunday 23rd No-
vember at St Andrew’s Anglican
Church, Braidwood.  The church
will be closed on Thursday 20th
and Friday 21st November while
the quilts are installed. Sunday
23rd November will be a Holy
Communion service, celebrating
Christ the King, 10am at St An-
drew’s Anglican church.

—  * —  * — * —

Braidwood Uniting Church
I was rather taken aback recently
when a friend said, “‘Churchy peo-
ple’ are hypocrites!”  

His reasoning was that they can
be nasty to others all week and go
to church on Sundays for confes-
sion and forgiveness. This wipes
their slate clean for another week.
In life I have met only a couple of
people who have preached good-
ness and sanctity and then turn
around and said hurtful things.
Some people can be unthinkingly
cruel.

It is important that, as God’s
children, we be careful with what
we say and do when it involves
other people.  The stranger may
not be as self-assured and confi-
dent as they look, a person may be
having difficulties that are never
shown to the world at large.  We
don’t know what is going on in
someone else’s head?  Or how they
are feeling?  

Being kind in thought, word and
deed is a consideration of feelings
for another’s situation. Our
thoughts, spoken words, and ac-
tions need to be made with a com-
passionate and kind attitude. True
kindness is a complete reflection of
our outward show of true faith.  A

path to personal and social well-
being and the path that Jesus de-
sires us to follow.

Going to church means more
than just going to be forgiven for
saying or doing hurtful things to
others during the week. Attending
a church meeting helps us to keep
in mind the teachings from the
Bible, where there are 20 verses
about showing kindness to others,
for example: 

Ephesians 4:32.   “Be kind to
one another, tender-hearted, for-
giving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you” 

Proverbs 21:21   “Whoever pur-
sues righteousness and kindness
will find life and honour”. 

Prayers of confession and for-
giveness acknowledge sin in
thought, word, and deed, express
sorrow, and ask for God’s
mercy. Forgiveness is a clemency
from God, His compassion and un-
derstanding and excusing of our in-
discretions – giving us ‘another
chance’ to improve ourselves and
to practice being a better person.
Confession means nothing if we
don’t take it seriously and after-
wards truly try to live honest, car-
ing and considerate lives.

Irene Murtagh  
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Sunday 30th November is St
Andrew’s Day and also the first
Sunday of Advent so a celebratory
Holy Communion service will be
held at 10am at St Andrew’s, fol-
lowed by morning tea. At 3pm
there will be a concert by women’s
acapella ensemble, Polifemy, cele-
brating ‘Four candles for Advent’.
This will be held at St Andrew’s in
Braidwood and tickets can be
booked at Humanitix: https://
events.humanitix.com/polifemy-
accapella-ensemble-four-candles-
for-advent 

—  * —  * — * —
Thursday each week, Craft or

Not Women’s group meet at the
Parish Centre behind St Andrew’s
Anglican Church from 10am.

—  * —  * — * —
Fortnightly on the following

Thursdays - 13th and 27th Novem-
ber - House of Prayer will meet at
12.30pm at the Parish Centre . Our
new bible study group will meet
weekly on Friday afternoons, from
5.30pm. If you’re interested in
joining, please contact David
Luckie: david@davidluckiedesign.
com.au

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Need help with your
family research? 

Don’t know where to start?
Feeling overwhelmed at the
prospect of even starting?
Let Erika help you on your

way.

email Erika with the details
for a reasonable quote. 
theboxgirl@gmail.com

St Bede’s Parish

Praying for Souls in November 
As we come to the end of the
Church’s liturgical year, Novem-
ber is a special time dedicated to
prayer for all the faithful departed. 

We remember our loved ones
who have gone before us and en-
trust their souls to God’s mercy.

You’re invited to join us at St

Bede’s Catholic Church through-
out this month as we pray for all
souls — especially those who have
no one to pray for them.

May our prayers bring comfort,
peace, and hope as we look for-
ward to the new liturgical year and
the coming season of Advent.

A November Prayer for Our
Parish and Community
Loving God,
As the year begins to turn toward

summer,
we pause in this month of remem-

brance
to give thanks for our Braidwood

community 
for the beauty of our land,
for the kindness of neighbours,
and for all who quietly serve and care

for others.
We remember with love all who have

gone before us,
especially family, friends, and parish-

ioners
who helped build the faith and spirit

of St Bede’s and Braidwood.
May they rest in Your eternal peace.
Bless our farmers and local busi-

nesses,
our children and teachers,
and all who give their time for the

good of others.
Strengthen our community so that it

may continue
to be a place of welcome, prayer, and

friendship.
Lord, fill our hearts with hope and

gratitude,
and help us to bring Your light
to our homes, our town, and our

world.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

—  * —  * — * —
Mass times: 6pm Saturday,

10:15am Thursday
Contact the office at braid-

wood@cg.org.au



This morning we have the impos-
sible task of attempting to put
Mum’s life into words but how do
you do this when words simply
can’t do justice to who she was.

Each of you here today will
know Mum in your own unique
way and each of you will remem-
ber her for who she was to you.
Mum was well known in the com-
munity and was involved assisting
at the Market Day for many years,
Meals on Wheels, the P&C, volun-
teering at the Canteen, cleaning
both the Braidwood and Reidsdale
church and through Legacy. Re-
gardless of where you met Mum or
how you know her, what you will
remember about her was the per-
son she was. Someone who had
time for everyone, who remem-
bered names and birthdays, who
stopped in the street and was al-
ways interested in you. It was
never about Mum, but always
someone else. What we hope you
never forget, is her smile, her
warmth and just how beautiful she
was.

—  * —  * — * —
Elizabeth Ann Maher was born

in Braidwood hospital in 1953. She
was the daughter of Gordon and
Maisie Stephen and sister to
Sandy, Gordon, Ronald, Ian, Jean,
Douglas and Edna. Mum often
spoke with us about her childhood
and was so proud of her Scottish
heritage, being incredibly pleased
to visit Forfar, Scotland in recent
years. 

Mum’s childhood was punctu-
ated by the tragic death of her fa-
ther when she was only six, which
had a profound impact on her and
the rest of her family. It would
have been incredibly hard for
Mum, her brothers and sisters and
her Mother, Maisie but they got
through with the love and support
of each other and the support of the
Braidwood community. Mum
never felt like she missed out on
anything and many of the values
that she displayed right until the
very end, we are sure she learnt
from her Mum and siblings in the
family home in Wilson Street. 

Mum loved her time at Braid-
wood Central School, being in the
school choir and the first ever Year
12 class to go through to the HSC.
She always spoke fondly of her
time there and made many lifelong
friends. Following school Mum

had a short stint in Canberra work-
ing in the public service and then
moved home to work at the Bank
in Braidwood. It was when she was
working at the bank that Dad first
met her and they fell in love.

When we think of Mum, we
think of family, we think of home,
we think of love, warmth, uncon-
ditional support and the feeling of
everything being okay. We think
of Dad. Mum lived for her family
and her and Dad were one. In Sep-
tember they had been married for
51 years. 51 years of togetherness,
of love and partnership. Mum and
Dad made their home in Reidsdale
and together they were a wonderful
team, and for us they were an ex-
ample of how to live and lead your
life. 

Many of you know life on the
land and you know it has it’s many
ups and downs. Times weren’t al-
ways easy, but as Dad told us this
week, being together made it so
much easier. Even in the hardest
times, Dad told us that Mum’s sup-
port never wavered and she would
tell him gently, ‘we’ll be right’.
Dad counts himself as extremely
lucky to have met Mum and is
thankful for a wonderful life to-
gether. In a world where people
often want more, all Mum and Dad
ever wanted was to be with each
other.

Mum loved her garden and hav-
ing her children and grandchildren
at home with her and Dad was one
of her real joys. With 7 children
and their partners and 10 grand-
children things could be busy (and
noisy) but Mum wouldn’t have it
any other way. She was never flus-
tered, never worried and always
made sure that everyone was wel-
comed, beds were made, food and
drink were in and the house was al-
ways immaculate. She was incred-
ible. 

Mum was a natural mother and
grandmother, she had told Dad that
her happiest times were when she
was pregnant. She was the best
Mum that each of us could have
ever wished for, never overbearing
but always supportive, nurturing,
caring, loving unconditionally and
always knowing what to say,
whether it was when we were 4 or
44, Mum was always there. 

She was selfless and her and
Dad provided for us and encour-
aged us to follow our passions, al-
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OBITUARY: ELIZABETH ANN MAHER 13/8/53 – 18/10/25

ways putting our needs and wishes
above their own. Mum saw the
best in everyone and displayed
great empathy for those most in
need. 

We remember coming home
from school on cold, rainy winter
days and Mum having warm
pikelets ready for us to eat and get-
ting back from feeding the poddy
calves on frosty winter mornings to
be met by a hot bowl of porridge.
As we grew and married, Mum has
welcomed our wives and husbands
into the home and family. Making
each of them feel welcome, special
and loved. She cared deeply for
everyone and was genuinely inter-
ested in what everyone was doing.
She knew our friends, asked about
our jobs, knew our schedules and
wanted to know how we were.
What Mum did better than anyone
we know was listen. She was in-
credible.

Mum is Grandma to these 10
beautiful young children sat here
with us today and she will live on
in them and through them. To
Mum they weren’t the 10 grand-
kids but they were Ruby, Fred,
Lola, Matilda, Frankie, Hamish,
Paige, Bailey, Maisey and Lily.
She treated them each so specially
and everything was very personal
with them all. She gave them time,
so so much time and she gave them
her. She gave them her warmth,
her cuddles, her smile and her love.
She played blocks with them, got
the kitchen set out for them, took
them on walks to the swinging
tree, sang ‘Puff the Magic Dragon’
to them, blew soap bubbles when
they were in the bath, asked about
their sports and activities and never
let them leave without making a
lolly bag for each of them. They
will never forget their Grandma

and we hope that her values, her
care, her tenderness and love is
lived through each of them.

It is so hard to believe that Mum
is gone and the last months have
been so very tough for her and
Dad. We are not sure we will ever
know exactly what Mum was
going through because she never
complained, she never asked why,
it was never about her. She was so
strong, so tough and so gracious.
Last Saturday Mum left us and it
was way too soon. But even on her
last day, when she knew she was
leaving us she was incredible. She
was peaceful, accepting and
serene. Each of us had the oppor-
tunity to say goodbye and it was so
special and something each of us
will be eternally grateful for. Even
on her last day she made it about
others, welcoming each of us to
her bedside with her beautiful
smile and asking about us. She
thanked each of the nurses who
came into her room by name and
was sorry to be a bother. Late in
the afternoon when things were
getting very hard for her the doctor
came in to ask how she was, ‘how
did she feel compared to the morn-
ing?’. Mum stopped and thought
deeply, she smiled at him and said
that she thinks she might feel a lit-
tle bit better.

We were all so incredibly lucky
to have Mum in our lives. Every-
one this week has been so support-
ive and so lovely toward Dad and
the whole family, for this support
and for being here today we are so
incredibly grateful. People have
asked throughout the week if there
is anything they can do ... all we
would ask is not to forget Mum,
speak of her, speak to her and al-
ways remember our kind beautiful
Mum. Love you Mum.

Words from the funeral service by Andrew Maher

The whole family at youngest daughter’s wedding, Spring 2024.
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All the news is rubbish
From a recent news report: “Ra-
dioactive water from the base that
holds the UK’s nuclear bombs was
allowed to leak into the sea after
old pipes repeatedly burst, official
files have revealed. The radioac-
tive material was released into
Loch Long, a sea loch near Glas-
gow in western Scotland, because
the  Ministry of Defence failed to
properly maintain a network of
1,500 water pipes on the base, a
regulator found.” The MoD prom-
ised not to do it again so that’s all
cool.
And then there’s this one: Burcu
Yesilyurt, who lives in Kew, said
she believed she had been acting
responsibly when she emptied a
small amount of coffee from her
reusable cup before boarding her
bus. “I noticed my bus was ap-
proaching, so I just poured the
leftover bit,” Yesilyurt told the
BBC. “It wasn’t much – just a tiny
little bit. As soon as I turned
around, three men, enforcement
officers, were chasing me, and
they stopped me immediately. Ms
Yesilyurt was handed a fixed-
penalty notice for £150. Rich-
mond council initially defended
the fine, saying it had been issued
“in line with its policies”, but it
was later cancelled.

Musksticks it toeveryone
Elon Musk is demanding a $1
trillion pay deal from Tesla – the
biggest in corporate history. Is
that enough for a downpayment
on the U.S. government?

Laughinggasnot somuch
Mr Ed Husic, former Labor min-
ister said, citing figures from the
Institute for Energy Economics
and Financial Analysis, that in
2024 Japan sold between 627
and 812 petajoules of LNG
sourced from Australia. “Enough
is enough. Fours years of this is
long enough. Our Resources
Minister should be asserting our
national interest.” Japan on-sold
the equivalent to 1.6 times the
entire annual gas consumption of
eastern Australia. Mr Husic told
the ABC that, “Japan has done
this four consecutive years in a
row where they have on-sold
Australian gas while telling us we
have no right to intervene.

Golf Clinics in Braidwood
If you are interested in having a
golf lesson with Queanbeyan’s
golf professional, Trent Britton,
please email the Golf Club at  to
express your interest.  

Juniors and adults will be able to
book into these, with prices are as
follows:

Junior clinic - $20 each / hour
Adult clinic - $30 each / 45 mins 

Junior private lesson - $35 / 30
mins Adult private lesson -
$90 / 45 mins
RESULTS: November Monthly
Medal
Men’s Winner: Andrew Her-

bert Nett 68
Runner Up: Andrew Clark Nett

71
Ball Comp: Barry McDonald,

Billy Lang Nett 79
NTP (3/12): Roger Hovey
Women’s Winner:

Margy Gardner Nett 67
Runner Up: Fran McGrath Nett

73
Ball Comp:

Donna Kuhn Nett 74
Putting: Lorinda Stuart

29 putts c/b
Jackpot (3rd ) ($160): N o t

won
2025 BRAIDWOOD MEN’S
OPEN DAY SUNDAY NOVEM-
BER 2nd 

A very successful Open Day,
wonderful praise for our course
and hospitality, special congratula-
tions Roger Hovey for a well-run
first Open Day, Captain.  Many
many thanks to our generous, on-
going major sponsor Community
Bank Braidwood and Bungendore.

Also, genuine gratitude to all our
locals:
• those who helped at the working

bee last week;
• the groundstaff that had the course

looking terrific;
• everyone who baked treats that

went over so well; and especially,
• the four women who wielded but-

ter knives, tongs & BBQ tools so
men played!

OPEN CHAMPION:  Harry
Bolton, NSWGC 71

Champion Runner Up: Lachlan
Nordsvan, RMC 76

Nett Champion: Jason Gulch,
RCGC Nett 70

Nett Runner Up:  Billy Lang,
Braidwood Nett 72

Nett Third: Don Jordan, RCGC
Nett 74

B GRADE CHAMPION: J o h n
Harb, Tuross Heads 87

B Grade Runner Up: John
Agnew, Braidwood 88

Nett Champion: Tom Duffy,
Braidwood Nett 67

Nett Runner Up: Roger Hovey,
Braidwood Nett 69

Nett Third: Nick Fry, Braidwood

Nett 71
NTP (All Grades): Billy Lang,

Braidwood
NTP (A Grade): Jonathon Ricks,

Fairbairn
NTP (B Grade): River Parsons,

Braidwood
NEXT WEEK’S
COMPETITION

Saturday, 8 November
Braidwood APEX Diggers Day

Sunday, 9 November Med-
ley 2BBB Multiplier Keith &
Debby Ferguson Trophy
UPCOMING PROGRAM 2025

Saturday, 15 November Com-
mittee meeting at 10.30am

Men’s Medal of Medals Stroke
Gordon Scott Trophy

Women’s Medal of Medals
Stroke Judy Scott Trophy

Saturday, 22 November
Men’s single stableford for the
Kerry Noble Trophy

Women’s single stableford for
the Di Freeman Trophy

Last day for Vardon/Eclectic
scores

Saturday, 29 November Med-
ley Stableford 2Ball Aggregate
(partners drawn after play) Glen-
bungle Alpacas Trophy


