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COMING WEATHER
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Fr: 9° 27° 20%
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QPRC Mayor Tim Overall, Nick Fry, Carol and Dennis McGrath and Gordon Waters at the Servicemen’s Club.

Thank you BlazeAid

Nick Fry

Last Thursday night at the Braid-
wood Servicemen’s Club Blaze-
Aid held its final farewell get
together and thank you.

After almost eleven months of
work, six days a week, the Braid-
wood BlazeAid closed its doors on
the 27th of November.

‘When camp coordinators, Dennis
and Carol McGrath, arrived at the
Braidwood Showground in January
this year, the land was dry and the

community was reeling from the
fires. They did not know what lay
ahead, never having been involved
with a BlazeAid camp before.

But it wasn’t long before volun-
teers arrived; from locals, to grey
nomads and overseas back packers.
By the time the camp closed, over
450 volunteers had amassed 9392
working days — over 25 years of
working days.

“They [BlazeAid] tricked us,I'm

sure they did,” said Dennis.
“There’s a lot involved in making
sure teams are going out with peo-
ple who can work with each other.
You have to try and make the per-
sonalities get on. And team leaders
had to have enough knowledge to
be able to build a fence in the first
place. But we’ve been very lucky,
we always had enough good team
leaders to be able to send out four
or five teams a day.”
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The volunteers survived Braid-
wood’s winter, thankfully not the
coldest on record. They were al-
ways happy and proud to wear their
name badge with the BlazeAid
logo.

Big thanks are also due to other
volunteer Braidwood groups, pri-
marily the CWA, Lions and Scouts.
They knew how important
BlazeAid was to the community
and helped when they could.

Our council, QPRC, provided
support from the start, organising
the Braidwood Showground as their
camp and assisting where ever pos-
sible both financially and also
hands on. Council also organised
the Bushfire Relief Office in Braid-
wood and together worked hand in
hand with BlazeAid. The Life Cen-
tre Community Help Fund also as-
sisted financially when the camp
was being established.

The Servicemen’s Club was there
to lend a hand, whether it be the
courtesy bus or just guidance.

There were the farmers who had
their properties registered, all 265
of them and had their fencing com-
pleted by the BlazeAid crew. There
were the locals who just wanted to
say thanks. There was the Men’s
Shed that made wooden medal-
lions.

There was the Braidwood Com-
munity Bank who assisted with
monetary vouchers for the volun-
teers to be spent at the local busi-
nesses, to beanies and caps to keep
the volunteers heads warm along
with financial assistance to the
BlazeAid camp and organisation.

As Dennis put it, “I just want to

... continued on page 2
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood

The power of nature versus
the nature of power

One year ago last Thursday, light-
ning ignited the fires that we
would come to know as North
Black Range and Currowan, and
which, over the ensuing 74 days,
defined our lives.

Nature was ruthless and non-dis-
criminatory. The force and intensity
of the fires shocked even hardened
firefighters.

The recent CSIRO Climate Re-
port for 2020 noted that Australia’s
warmest year on record was 2019,
and the seven years from 2013 to
2019 all rank in the nine warmest
years. When relatively cooler years
do occur, the report explained, it is
because natural drivers that typi-
cally cool Australia’s climate, such
as La Nia, act to partially offset the
background warming trend. We are
currently in a La Nifia cycle, hence
the wet start to summer.

We know that as climate
change progresses, we will see
more frequent and longer
droughts, bigger floods, more
extreme heat, more frequent
cyclones that will start to
impact further south, and more
bushfires.

Climate change is accelerating at
arate thought unlikely in the 1980s
when the ‘greenhouse effect’ was
identified as a global phenomenon.
At that time, with the scientific ev-
idence still mounting, European
countries enacted the precautionary
principle. This holds that even
where the science is not one hun-
dred percent determined, govern-
ments have a responsibility to act as
a precaution. In the 1980s the
mounting body of scientific evi-
dence supporting the climate
change thesis was almost univer-
sally accepted. It was, after all,
being led by leading world experts

in the field of climatic research.
Thirty years on, the science of cli-
mate change is now certain, yet we
have seen climate action morphing
from scientific fact into political
ideology. This is politics: the nature
of power.

In this country we face the ludi-
crous scenario whereby a group of
vested interests who have the ear of
government are forcing a future of
increased droughts and fires on a
future they won’t personally be here
to see (presumably they don’t care
about their own children or grand-
children). The fossil fuel lobby is
strong and backed by seemingly
bottomless pits of funds with which
to push their agenda. Minor parties
and individual politicians who ad-
vocate strong climate policy are
systematically marginalised and
their views dismissed as ‘radical’ or
‘extreme’. There is nothing radical
or extreme about scientific fact but
science itself is being dismissed
where fiction is more politically ex-
pedient.

The nature of power is fleeting.
The power of nature is forever.

We have had some respite so far
this year thanks to the cyclical na-
ture of weather. The wet, mild
spring has put green growth back
into the paddocks and the bush is
regenerating in most places from
last summer. There is no room for
complacency, however. One mild,
wet spring does not alter the longi-
tudinal climate statistics. Nature is
more powerful than politics. Sci-
ence is smarter than opinion. There
is no ‘climate debate’ — the debate
was over thirty years ago. There is
now only fact or uninformed fic-
tion. In the words of Abraham Lin-
coln, “Better to remain silent and be
thought a fool than to speak and to
remove all doubt.”
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Heritage Office not consulted
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in Nutrien development

The Development Application for
additional modifications to the
Nutrien (formerly Landmark)
property at 121 Wallace Street,
has raised some concerns in the
NSW Heritage Office in the De-
partment of Premier and Cabinet.

In a submission to council, the
Senior Heritage Assessment Officer
for Heritage NSW expressed con-
cern that the subdivision has al-
ready altered the Georgian grid
pattern, which is of significant her-
itage value to Braidwood. In addi-
tion, the submission notes that the
Braidwood Archaeological Man-
agement Plan, undertaken in 2018,
identifies the site as having ‘mod-
erate to high’ archaeological sensi-
tivity.

The submission notes further that
Section § of the Braidwood DCP

identifies that applications which
impact heritage items should assess
‘the impact of the proposal on the
heritage significance of the place,
including historic, architectural,
aesthetic, cultural, social, techno-
logical, landscape, archaeological
or other features of the place includ-
ing its setting.’

It is understood that there has
been no archaeological assessment
‘prepared by a qualified profes-
sional’ provided with the applica-
tion, nor has this issue been
addressed in the Council report.

Heritage NSW has recommended
this be addressed prior to the appli-
cation being determined.

At its meeting last Wednesday,
council resolved to defer a decision
on the application to its next meet-
ing to be held on 16 December.

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
e Light tree work ¢ Wood chipping

e Stump grinding e Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray 0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Ashleigh Brady QPC ReC(.)'.very Suppor
Melissa Higgins QPRC, Dennis McGrath and Nick Fry.

Farewell BlazeAid

... continued from page |

say thank you to the people of
Braidwood. You’ve been fantastic
to us and looked after us. Carol and
I were only the coordinators. It’s the
people that actually did the work
out there who deserve our heartfelt
gratitude.

They’re the ones that go out, not
only to repair fences, but to make
sure that the farmer, in his mindset
is safe. That’s the other side of what
we do. We might build a fence, but
we could also see whether that per-
son needed help.”

t Officer, Gordon Waters, Tim Overall,

At the end some said they had
more farewells than John Farnham
comebacks. Carol No. 2 had her
poem read out [see page 16] and a
touching message was sent from
Federal Member for Eden Monaro,
Kristy McBain.

We are now walking with a
spring in our step, our heads are up
rather than looking down and we
can look into the future with opti-
mism. There will be more disasters
unfortunately, but the 11 month
partnership between Braidwood
BlazeAid and our community will
be part of our history for many
years.
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VALE TOM RICHARDSON

———

Dennis Dempsey

Farewell Braidwood’s ‘ideas man’

My good friend Tom Richardson
passed away at home last Sunday
surrounded by family after suffer-
ing a massive heart attack.

The Braidwood community has
lost one of its colourful characters
— a man who had a considered
opinion on many subjects.

His enquiring mind led to him
being known amongst friends as
‘the ideas man’. Tom could think
through the most complex problems
and arrive at a solution that no one
else had thought of.

Tom was also a great
supporter of local businesses.

If a question was asked, “where
can I get a hydraulic hose repaired”,
the best answer was, “call Tom
Richardson, he will know”.

Tom was generous with his time
to local charities such as BlazeAid.
I remember putting them onto Tom
when they had a problem with poor
light in the servery, as well as the
need for a commercial toaster to
speed up the making of breakfast
for up to 60 people.

Tom took the project on board
and had a light installed to illumi-
nate the sandwich bar, then took a
worker to Canberra where they
sourced a toasting machine which
was used from February to Decem-
ber at Braidwood BlazeAid.

I was working on the Goulburn
Road one day, slashing the roadside
out near Boro. Imagine my surprise
when at around morning tea time
Tom turned up with hot coffee and
donuts from Braidwood Bakery.

On a recent trip to Canberra Hos-
pital for knee surgery I received a
telephone call from Tom daily. The
only reason for no visit was that
there was a restriction of one visitor
per patient per day.

Tom was a regular at Concepts
Coffee Bar where Vickie called the
group of Tom, myself and friends
‘The Parliament’. Tom was also a
regular at the Braidwood Bakery
where he knew everyone and regu-
larly won the monthly coffee draw.

Describing himself as the ‘shy re-
tiring type’, Tom — we are going to
miss you.
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In his own words ...

Tom’s story appeared in BWD magazine spring 2016 issue.

In February 2007 I lost all circu-
lation to my toes and they started
to go gangrenous, and my leg was
amputated.

I had known for some years that
it was going to come off. I didn’t
know when and I didn’t know
under what circumstances. How-
ever, it wasn’t as if [ wasn’t geared
for it, it wasn’t as if I hadn’t tried to
maintain the treatment to get my leg
under control, for as many years as
I could. Thank God for private
health insurance, that’s all I can say.

When it came off I then had to
deal with the issue of the type of
prosthetic leg, what I was going to
wear and who was going to provide
it. The government prosthetic legs
we had back then were basically
one where straps went over your
knee. It wasn’t long after that I de-
cided I wasn’t going to live with the
‘reject technology’ as I call it, and I
decided to buy a high-tech leg.

That’s what I did. Some of them
were good, but never really good.
As an amputee you suffer from skin
issues which are always there. You
are a work in progress as an am-
putee, and you have to be aware of
the fact that these things do happen
to you, and that, if you do happen
to have some of the downsides,
well you either live with it or you
get it fixed.

The current prosthetic limb that I
am wearing is a thing called a
‘unity system’ from a company
called Ossur and this time round I
am waiting for something to go
wrong — because nothing has gone
wrong. It is really working wonder-
fully.

I'have settled down a little bit and
I don’t give it as much of heavy
work as what I would have five or
six years ago. I take things a little
more easily and am much more
calm in what I do.

I'am not going to climb any more
mountains and I am not going to do
the things the same way as I did
them five or six years ago. So from
that point of view it is probably a
combination of a very good system
and a bit more realism from my
point of view.

From 1992 to 2007, I was on the
NSW executive committee for the
NSW Lymphoedema Association,
which is mainly for ladies who have
breast cancer.

When I lost my leg I couldn’t be-
long to that association because I
didn’t have lymphoedema any more
as [ didn’t have my leg. So I joined
the NSW Amputee Executive Asso-
ciation, and I now work as a men-
tor, as a hospital visitation mentor
for people who are about to lose
their legs or leg or limb, or have just
lost a limb.

I get requests from the vascular
surgeon who operated on me to go
and visit people. He then rings the
person and says, “I know somebody
and if you would like to have some
mentoring or some advice you can
ring Tom”. If they ring me then I go
and visit them anywhere in the
south-eastern part of NSW. I talk to
them about their leg, what they can
get, who they can see, what the op-
tions are, what they could look for-
ward to, how they can deal with it,
how they can get their headspace
together. As often as not you are
better off without the gammy leg
that you have got, and if it has to
come off, to reassure people that
technology today is so far advanced
to what it was 15 years ago. It is just
chalk and cheese.

| believe if you can get people’s
headspace a little bit more

clear about what they can do

instead of just sitting there on
the bed, then it’s all good.

You are never going to solve the
problems but you can allay a lot of
their fears, let them realise that you
are an amputee, that you live with
it and talk to them about the issues
and where they can go and what
sort of legs they can do either on
private health, what the government
will pay for, what options they
have. Most of the questions I can
answer before they even start to
think about them, [namely] where
to go when. So that’s what I do, and
[ feel it’s just a little thing, it’s noth-
ing much. I just do it.

Thomas George Richardson
25 Feb 1946 — 22 Nov 2020

The funeral for Tom will be at
St Bede’s Church, Braidwood
Friday 4th December at 11 am
followed by burial at
Braidwood Lawn Cemetery.

All are welcome to join the family
afterwards at the
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club
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Anew gallery has opened in Cap-
tains Flat with the aim of show-
casing the work of local artists
and artisans in the region.

Gallery owner, Christina Marino,
said, “Although we are officially a
Gallery, I think of the space as more
of an art and craft co-op. We do sell
artworks, but also sell hand-dyed
yarns, jewellery, woven and knitted
goods, and photographic prints and
cards. We’re currently stockists of
handmade earrings by Amanda
Hardie, cards, notebooks, and art-
works by Simone Pook.”

Marino is herself a multi-talented
artist and craftsperson, and Never-
where will also feature her work in
paint and pastel, as well as resin
jewellery. She said that the gallery
will soon be stocking local bee

Neverwhere in Captains Flat

products, photography, and pottery
as well.

The name Neverwhere comes
from the same-titled book by Neil
Gaiman. “Gaiman is one of my all-
time favourite novels. The novel,
Neverwhere, features an alternate
version of reality, ‘Below’, whose
citizens are generally invisible to
the people in the world ‘Above’.
Captains Flat, to my mind, fits that
description nicely,” she said.

Neverwhere is situated opposite
the pub in Captains Flat and is open
10.00 — 2.00 Thursday and Friday,
930 — 1.00 Saturday. Summer
hours will be extended after Christ-
mas.

During the month of December
Christina Marino will be serving up
free tea and coffee to visitors.
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Clean Energy future
looking bright

A well-attended and enthusiastic
AGM at Smokey Horse last week
sees the Clean Energy Braidwood
group going into 2021 with a raft
of plans and priorities.

President of the organisation,
Geoff Davies, put on the record the
group’s thanks to Sue Doran for her
work in setting up the incorporation
for the group.

One of the priorities for the com-
ing year is to raise funds to engage
an expert in renewable energy to
conduct a feasibility study on com-
munity-based energy self-suffi-
ciency. The aim of the group is to
ultimately have a local solar photo-
voltaic farm to supply energy to the
town.

There is also interest in what
Davies calls a ‘water battery’.
“Snowy 2.0 is misguided — we can
do better,” was his blunt appraisal
of government energy policy. The
issue of microgrids was raised with
the question of the technical poten-
tial to integrate discrete rooftop sys-
tems. With respect to the latter,
Davies noted that the film, 2040,
which is planned to be screened in
early 2021 by the Sustainable
Braidwood group, shows how mi-
crogridding is being successfully

done in Bangladesh.

The meeting heard that retro-
fitting existing houses is the single
most cost-effective way to reduce
energy consumption.

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council is keen to promote re-
silience and is open to the idea of
local power systems that can be iso-
lated from the grid. QPRC is also
interested in communities that can
be self-sufficient and likes the idea
of microgrids and retrofitting. The
council would consider purchasing
clean energy.

For the immediate term, how-
ever, Clean Energy Braidwood is
planning to focus on raising com-
munity awareness of renewable and
clean energy with a focus on town
and facilitating small off-grid sys-
tems for farms.

Paul Cockram suggested that the
group might need to establish the
model for an energy-self-sufficient
Braidwood to put to a consultant
prior to there being a technical and
economic study undertaken. With
that in mind, Susan Meyer volun-
teered to coordinate the develop-
ment of a strategic plan.

The committee for 2021 is Geoff
Davies, Paul Cockram, Richard El-
liott, Julia Green and Ben Gleeson.

Currockbilly

Amy Murphy

Ella Duff, L] De Vera,Willough Corby, Rosa H

.
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arrex, Ellie Weaver, Karla Shaw and

Good Luck, Class of 2020

Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

v landscaping « windbreaks « shelter belts

4842 8014 0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

It’s been a challenging year for
everyone, but graduating Year 12
students, in particular, have been
denied the usual rites of passage
of senior formals and schoolies
week.

The cancellations of the ‘official’
end-of-year events didn’t stop the
BCS Class of 2020 arranging their
own ‘informal’ formal, however.

Held at Mona Farm for a small
group of seven, and with a ban on
dancing, the evening was pro-
nounced a great success and a fit-
ting tribute to our graduating
seniors.

All the very best wishes to the
Class of 2020 as they go forth to
make their mark on the world.
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fabove] Firs Braidwood S.couts Publicity Ofﬁcer,.Chns Campbell, at the Scouts’stall,

[right], Scouts Leader-in-Charge, Mal Campbell, signs visitors in at the entrance.

the treasure trail

Scouts on

The First Braidwood Scouts
joined the QPRC Treasure Trail
on 21 November with their Mega
Car Boot Sale at the scout hall in
Coghill Street.

With the offer of free stall space,
the grounds were packed with sell-

ers and buyers on a perfect late
spring morning.

Publicity officer for the Scouts,
Chris Campbell, explained that the
Scouts had their own stall and ran
the barbecue, but stallholders were
offered free space as an opportunity
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to get out and join in, there having
been little chance to do that this
year.

The Car Boot Sale was held in
conjunction with QPRC’s Treasure
Trail Weekend this year, to max-
imise attendees.

%

Martin Gilby shows off his'garden.

I'm Martin Gilby. | came to Summerfield
from Hobart via Canberra. | lived in Hobart
for 22 years, but in the end | didn't really
like the way Hobart was going, so |
decided, well, if | didn't move now I'd
never move. Barbara, my sister, was living
here at Summerfield and she said, “Come
out and have a look.”

The beauty of Summerfield is you've got a
mix of people and you can be as
individual or as gregarious as you want.
Some people keep very much to
themselves, some people are out and
about doing all sorts of things.

| enjoy gardening. | have a few friends
who are really into it and we have a
community garden here but I've also got
my own backyard which | developed. |
have turned most of my lawn into veggies.

| do three radio shows a week on 2BRW,

Talk to Jane on 0400 472 577

which keeps me busy. | am a member of
the Lodge of Truth. | was working at
Vinny's until the virus closed everything —
hopefully they will reopen soon.

I've been here two years now. And | like it
because, as the promos say, ‘Braidwood is
not the middle of nowhere, it's the centre
of everywhere'.

Summerfield

HISTORIC BRAIDWOOD
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THE EDITOR
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Catherine Bell addresses the meeting last Thursday at the Servicemen’s Club.

Skate park should be built at the Rec.

I am a founding member of the
Braidwood Outsiders, a parent to
movement-oriented young peo-
ple, and a business owner in the
town.

It’s important for me to acknowl-
edge the history of this [the
skatepark] situation, and identify
why, after being one of the people
who directly asked Palerang Coun-
cil to reallocate funding for the pre-
vious skate park proposal, now I
support the current proposal.

We promised, in asking for a re-
allocation of funds, that we would
continue to work toward making
sure Braidwood received a skate
park we could be proud of. I believe
that [last Thursday’s] meeting
shows how far we’ve come in that.

Although T do still believe that
Ryrie Park would be the best loca-
tion for a skate park in Braidwood,

it is clear that the park location is so
inflammatory within our commu-
nity, that to keep pushing for it as
the sole possible location is to delay
the build even more.

Furthermore, this current pro-
posal is an entirely different situa-
tion compared to the offer
previously from Palerang. We cur-
rently have the opportunity to build
something amazing and I believe
that it would be crazy to miss this
opportunity.

Firstly the rec ground is not the
same as it was a few years ago. The
upgraded overall design, including
earthworks and new playground, as
well as the addition of the basket-
ball court and the upgrade to the
BMX track (both funded by the
trade-off we asked for within the
previous skate park option) have
changed both the atmosphere and
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the use of the Rec Ground. I spend
many hours in the Life Centre Fa-
cility each week and witness the use
of the area by numerous groups, at
all times of the day.

The Rec ground is not only used
by ‘sporty’ kids, as has been sug-
gested by others. There are all types
of people who visit the area, all
ages, all purposes. There’s rarely an
afternoon where the sporting fields
are empty. When they’re not in use
for the obvious ball sports, all ages
use the fields for walking and boot
camp exercise. Different groups use
the basketball court informally and
in more structured ways. The bike
track is used daily. During the day I
see young families at the little park,
and the sheltered areas. There’s also
been an increase in visitors to the
tennis carpark, where it appears
grey nomads are stopping over. The

Rec ground has visibility like it
never did. I’'m not saying it’s per-
fect, but it has become a much bet-
ter option than before.

Since we requested the change to
the previous skate park funding we
have seen QPRC come on board
with a thorough community consul-
tation process. Everyone has had a
chance to be heard more than once.
Young people have had the oppor-
tunity to make suggestions about
what they’d like to have access to,
and older voices have had their
chance too. In my opinion, the
greatest concerns that we had about
how a Skate Park would be built in
Braidwood have been alleviated
with the change of Council, and the
consultations that have followed.

The decisions that are required
for this skate park to go ahead
must be made by skaters and
the broader community.

If we’ve learned something this
year, it’s that no matter the situation
in this town, we are all affected.
The importance of coming together
in congruence has never been more
important. We’ve got a venue that
the majority of the community have
agreed is acceptable, now let’s get
on with building the most amazing
skate park we can possibly imagine.
As someone with extremely basic
skating skills, I look forward to the
day when I can head out in my
lunch break and work on my ollies
with friends of all ages.

Hollie Bakerboljkovac
Mongarlowe

Respect for our youth

I moved to Braidwood in 2015, so
I’m just a blow-in really. But I do
have a strong sense of commu-
nity, this is what attracted me to
the town.

My connection to this town was
solidified by the events last year. As
a citizen, a Farringdon RFS mem-
ber, a Mozzie and a parent, I have
seen our community remove barri-
ers, find potential and support each
other. But as a parent I have been
deeply concerned that the youth
may not have been given the same
support and certainly not enough
support to face the challenges of the
new normal.

I have been a lifelong skate-
boarder, this inspired myself and
some like-minded youth to found
Revoked Skateboarders & Co at the

age of 14. This company started out
of our high school print shop in
California, is still operating today
and has been highly active in sup-
porting community projects includ-
ing charity work addressing youth
homelessness and disadvantage.

While the context of this is very
different to our town, a genuine
need to support our youth after the
year that was is very, very real. I
support having a skate park in
Braidwood, and value the effort and
expense it takes to build the correct
facility for our town.

| support a skate park
in Braidwood because it
releases immense potential
in our youth.

You do not have to be a good
skateboarder to be a part of the

crew that uses a facility.

I know many in the community
have been apprehensive of a facil-
ity. But if I could explain briefly
community benefits perhaps you
could support the effort. And it re-
ally is about supporting the entire
community.

A skate park, to me has little to
do with skateboarding itself, and is
more about facilitating a positive
safe space where creativity, inclu-
siveness and a space for develop-
ment of young adults occurs. Long
gone are the days where a skate fa-
cility catered only to skateboarders,
it also allows for scooters, roller-
skating, BMX and even spectators.

Skateboarding taught me:

v Practice

v Exercise

v Building — concrete and ramps

v Physics — knowing trajectory
timing

v Mathematics

v Engineering
v Respect

In my experience as a business
incubator, skateboarding taught me
that there are roles for everyone be-
hind a scene, and I believe a skate
park in town can act as an incubator
for our youth to start their own
brand and cottage industry and un-
leash potential, with the aid of some
of the great adult role models and
community characters that make
this town vibrant.

In closing, the time has passed
for hesitating, life is fleeting and
kids grow ever so quickly. It is great
to discuss wellbeing, but welldoing
heals.

I would like to apologise to those
young adults that missed the oppor-
tunity to have a park earlier, but
perhaps some healing can be gained
by assisting as mentors.

Nathan Pharaoh
Braidwood
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MUSIC MATTERS  David McClymont

If I mention the city of Seattle, do
you immediately think of music?
Perhaps not.

However, Jimi Hendrix hailed
from Seattle, Bing Crosby was
from nearby Tacoma, Nirvana, Ray
Charles and Quincy Jones all have
associations with the city. So, Seat-
tle has produced perhaps more than
its fair share of musicians. This
week I want to talk about one of its
finest, Gail Pettis.

Initially drawn to follow in the
family footsteps of healthcare de-
livery, she went to university to
study dentistry, completing an or-
thodontic residency program at
Harvard University, after which she
taught and practiced orthodontics
full-time for the next 15 years. In
her spare time, she attended swing-
dance sessions until a knee injury
put a stop to the dancing. Not being
able to dance, didn’t mean she
couldn’t sing, so she attended some
jazz workshops. Inspired by these,
she continued her studies and was
soon singing with groups through-
out the Seattle area.

Her first CD, May I Come In?
was released in 2007 when Gail
was 49 years old. She chose a mix-
ture of familiar standards and less
well-known songs, delivering them
with warmth and intelligent inter-
pretation. Her tone is more relaxed
than that of many singers, with a

natural touch to it. The songs sound
like they’re simply part of her day,
not over-practiced or overdone. Pet-
tis is superbly backed throughout
by pianists Darin Clendenin and
Randy Halberstadt, bassists Clipper
Anderson and Jeff Johnson, and
drummer Mark Ivester—all frequent
collaborators.

Gail Pettis has only released two
CDs. Her second album, Here In
The Moment, was released in 2010.
Gail’s refreshing readings of stan-
dard songs on this project was em-
braced by listeners, resulting in a 14
week stay (peaking at #5) on the
JazzWeek  National  Airplay
Chart, ending up as the most played
new female vocal CD on American
jazz radio in that year.

Her voice and style are reminis-
cent of Nancy Wilson or Anita
O’Day. I highly recommend the
Here In The Moment album. A
stand-out track for me is Gail’s ren-
dition of ‘How Did He Look’, a
song usually associated with Eydie
Gorme or Julie London. The song
is rendered poignantly with an easy

elegance expressing lingering
heartbreak over a lost love affair.
Absolutely beautiful.

There you have it. Another rec-
ommendation. If you feel the need
to investigate further, her CDs are
available via her website:
gailpettis.com.
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Two Fires
is planning
ahead

The Two Fires Festival Inc held
its AGM last week to begin plan-
ning for the year ahead.

Last year the difficult decision
was made by the committee that the
usual biennial festival scheduled for
2021 would not go ahead due to un-
certainty regarding COVID restric-
tions.

In its place, the organisation will
be holding a number of smaller
events around the theme of arts, en-
vironment and activism, honouring
the life and work of the late Judith
Wright. These events include, but
are not restricted to, the Bookfair in
January, the Braidwood Heritage
Festival in March and a possible
memoir-writing workshop around
mid-year.

Julia Green told the meeting that
November 2021 marks the 200th
anniversary of the arrival of white
explorers and settlers to the Braid-
wood region. The meeting felt that

this would be a good opportunity to
honour the traditional owners of the
land as well as the non-Indigenous
settlers, in the spirit of ‘moving for-
ward together’.

Two Fires president, Sheelagh
Noonan, noted that the organisation
worked closely with Majors Creek
resident and Sustainable Braidwood
member, Rose Ricketson, earlier
this year on a grant application for
a Kids on Country project. While
the application was unsuccessful,
the meeting felt the project had
merit and could be pursued in an-
other way. The organisation is also
looking at some involvement in the
Sustainable Braidwood Festival
planned for February.

The committee for 2021 is Shee-
lagh Noonan (President), Julia
Green (Vice President), Roderic
Pitty (Secretary), Andrew Clark
(Treasurer), Maria Bakas, Robin
Tennant-Wood and Christine Wat-
son (committee members).

G & S Garage Doors

Garage Door Servicing and Repairs

From $99

After hours and weekend servicing available by

appointment

Grant Vasey 0401 086 099 gsvasey gmail.com

Lovell Meizer Funerals offers an alternate
approach to celebrating the lives of your
loved ones. Our caring female team nurture
you through planning, designing and
celebrating a life well lived with care and
compassion.

Pre-planning, pre-paid (fixed priced) and
interest free payment options available*

Servicing Goulburn, Crookwell, Marulan,
Taralga, Gunning, Braidwood, Queanbeyan,
anberra and surrounding regions.

LOVELL MEIZER FUNERALS

P: 02 4822 4400

A: 73 REYNOLDS ST, GOULBURN
wW: WWW.LMFUNERALS.COM.AU
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Bus to the Bay or beyond

Valmar Community Transport of-
fers a bus service to residents of
the Braidwood area every second
Thursday.

A return trip costs $20 per adult
and $10 per child.

Before COVID this ran between
Braidwood and Goulburn, but Val-
mar is open to suggestions on other
destinations. In recent weeks resi-
dents of Summerfield have taken
trips to Mogo and Bateman’s Bay,
as well as to Goulburn. Valmar will
also go to other destinations within
about an hour from Braidwood if
requested by a group.

The service will only continue to
run if enough people are interested.
The bus leaves Braidwood at
9.00am. Pickup for return is usually
between 1.00-2.00pm, as agreed by
the passengers.

Bookings are required in ad-
vance. For more information and to
make a booking, phone Valmar in
Goulburn 48212933 or 48211644

If a day out for a very reasonable
price appeals, please contact Val-
mar. They are very helpful and
would love to keep providing this
service for residents of Braidwood
and surrounding areas.

i

00J0 BREAD

Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW
8amtfo1pm | 6daysa week
Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies
Sausage Rolls | Slices ... and more

Wwivw. dojobread.com.av 0407 222 334

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Meals on Wheels
service in Braidwood

Queanbeyan Meals on Wheels
service has extended its meal de-
liveries to people in regional areas
including Bungendore, Braid-
wood, Captains Flat, Sutton and
Michelago.

Volunteers deliver meals to
Braidwood residents weekly (Mon-
days) and the service is keen to get
the word out this facility is avail-
able to not only elderly clients but
those requiring short term home
support and those with a disability
if required.

In addition, Meals on Wheels
Queanbeyan has reached an impres-

Helen De Britt presents long-time vol-
unteer, Helen Miller, with a Certificate
of Appreciation.

=
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sive milestone by providing meals
to the community for 50 years
(1970-2020).

Queanbeyan Meals on Wheels
this week celebrated and acknowl-
edged a volunteer who has served
for 40 years.

Helen Miller was awarded a cer-
tificate of appreciation for her con-
tribution to serving the residents of
her community over four decades.

President of Queanbeyan Meals
on Wheels, Helen De Britt, said that
unfortunately thee celebration of
the 50th Anniversary has been cur-
tailed by COVID 19 restrictions,
“but we would like the community
to be aware of this important mile
stone”, she added.

As COVID restrictions begin to
ease the service will be recom-
mencing our weekly community
luncheon (Wednesdays).

Ms De Britt said, “this is an en-
joyable social occasion and get-to-
gether for our clients as well as
having a freshly cooked meal
cooked and served on site by volun-
teers.”

Queanbeyan Meals on Wheels
can be contacted on 6299 3000 or
email:  admin@mealsonwheels
queanbeyan.org.au

1% 5y,

Hospital book
The launch of Keeping it Alive
took place last Saturday afternoon

at the Servicemen’s Club.

Around 80 people attended to lis-
ten to special guest speaker, Mrs
Nichole Overall, share some stories
and officially launch the book.

The cost of the book is $35.00
and is available from the Braid-

Paris Silvester, Roz Maddrell, Elaine
Collins and Nichole Overall at the
launch. Photo: Karen Cairns

wood Community Bank, Braid-
wood Newsagency, Braidwood
Post Office and the Visitor Informa-
tion Centre.

This book will hold pride and
place at home and will also make a
terrific Christmas present.

The first print run was 500 books,
so get in quickly before they sell
out.
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Ellie and Eden compare worms at Jillamatong Farm.
WY

Matthew Hulse

Leaning about life

The Kindy and Year One students
of St Bede’s came to visit Jillam-
atong Farm this week.

We welcomed them off the bus
and let them know they were on a
working farm and to be careful.

First stop was the worm farm.
One of the most important animals
on the place. The kids got to pat
their very own worm. They saw
how vegetable scraps get turned
into beautiful soil.

We then went on a walk and met
the cows. There were male and fe-
male cows of various ages. (The
kids knew how you could tell them
apart.)

We then met the chickens and the
guardian dogs. The chickens were
hand fed by the students and eggs
were collected. We talked about
safety around new dogs. How to
move carefully and not to rush

them. Being introduced by a dog’s
owner is always a good idea. The
dogs are called Poppy and Willow.

On the way to meeting the ani-
mals we had a lesson on reading
tracks — what vehicles, people and
animals had passed by.

After morning tea we went for a
walk in the long grass. Different
grasses, plants and trees were iden-
tified. How they grow and what
they do was discussed.

In this paddock were the sheep
and the students got to feel some
wool from last season.

Finally, we looked at different
fruit trees, and vegetables. Cur-
rently we have garlic, figs, plums,
and celery in the garden.

We have so much to learn about
healthy landscape function includ-
ing how to correct mistakes of the
past and it’s never too early to start.

The students checking out the cows and vice versa.
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Program Guide

5am - Good Morning Country

7am - Martins Morning Mix

4pm - Book Reading with Rod

5.30pm - The Green Horns with Nick, Mick & Hamish

Monday

Tuesday

5am - Good Morning Country

11am - Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin

3pm - Bunkem, Faves & Raves with Rod & Bill
6.30pm - Real World Gardener

7.00pm - Rock with Brock

Wednesday
5am - Good Morning Country
7am - Martins Morning Mix
3pm - Pop Heads
4pm - The Essential 80's
6pm - Woodsongs Old Time Radio
7pm - Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill
9.30pm - Australiana by Night
with Michael Simic

Thursday

5am - Good Morning Country

10am - Classic Interlude with Gavin
12.30pm - The Parish Pump

3pm - The Hot 30

7.30pm - 88 With Julie and Jenny

Saturday

9am - Mornings with Gavin & Roger
11.15am - The Parish Pump

12.00 - I love the 70's

1pm - A bit of this and that with Gavin
4pm - Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin

6pm - Saturday Night Gold
.E\

o)
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Friday

5am - Good Morning Country
3pm - The Greenhouse with Violet
5pm - Heroes of the Zeros

6pm - Simply 80°s

Sunday

7am - Sunday Classic with Martin

10am - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin

12.00 - Covers

3pm - Birds on a Wire with Julie & Vera

6pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood

For a full listing go to
braidwoodradio.com.au
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Tombarra by the Mongarlowe

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

Re-opened for business with social distancing
¢ Family gatherings
o Weddings & celebrations
¢ Conferences

All units are self-contained
with own bathroom

TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe




10 — Wednesday, November 18, 2020

REGIONAL REAL ESTATE AT A GLANCE
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30 Dempseys Road

Kookaburra Cottage, the perfect
escape.

Are you looking for a unique property,
with easy access, in a picturesque
location, with views to the
surrounding hills and the Deua
National Park. Kookaburra Cottage
has 13.3 acres of land with a mix of
lightly timbered bush with a seasonal
creek as well as cleared open
paddocks with a dam. Fully self
sustainable with off-grid solar system
and rainwater tanks you can enjoy
this property as a weekender or as a
permanent residence. Abundant
wildlife also calls this place home,
with wombats, echidnas, wallabies
and kangaroos as well as numerous
bird species.

The main dwelling comprises 1
bedroom plus study with
lounge/dining space, high ceilings,
with a circular sky light as a feature,
combustion fire, separate kitchen with
a woodfired oven/stove and bathroom
with shower and composting toilet.
The 2nd is the perfect space for an
artist studio, a home office or even a
2nd Bedroom.

4161 Kings Highway

A very unique 73 acre property
adjoining Monga National Park with 1
km frontage to the pristine
Mongarlowe River, there is also a
spring fed dam that's always kept full
by a mountain stream.

Being in a high rainfall area plus
adding in fertile basalt soils make this
property ideal for many exotic
horticultural pursuits with a large 5
acre area already fenced to keep the
wildlife out.

The Farm is frequently home to the
‘Monga mist’ and cool summer nights.
There is a 2 storey American barn
that has been partially converted into
a weekender (email agent for
pictures) and a small studio.

Mitchell Smithers
0427 637 257
Suzanne Carter
0473 888 337

Braidwood $859,000
31 Black Sallee Lane

Lifestyle ready to start living!

Are you looking for the opportunity to
live your own Gourmet Farmer
lifestyle? Well this property in 31
Black Sallee Lane, Braidwood,
certainly provides the opportunity to
do so within commutable distance of
Queanbeyan/ACT and only a 3 hour
drive from Sydney. Positioned on a
fertile granite belt, 7 kms to the west
of Braidwood and conveniently
located off the Kings Hwy, it is
surrounded by picturesque
countryside with views to the Great
Dividing Range. With tall trees
providing privacy and seclusion, a
large mature orchard, cattle yards,
veggie patch and established
gardens, all the groundwork has been
done for you to step in and start
reaping the benefits.

Braidwood $1,370,000
214 Bombay Road

Executive Residence!

Beautifully designed contemporary
executive residence, nestled between
Mt Gillamatong and Gillamatong
Creek, with views of the surrounding
rolling hills and yet only 2km from the
historic town of Braidwood, NSW.
New in 2012 this meticulously
maintained, single level, three/four
bedroom home, has been
constructed from ‘Thermacel’ (as
featured on Grand Designs Australia)
which ensures thermally efficient
comfortable living year round. With
oversized bedrooms and living
spaces the family lounge/dining and
kitchen are extremely spacious and
enjoy the stunning outlook to the
picturesque countryside. The
combustion fire efficiently heats the
entire home in winter, courtesy of the
fully insulated internal and external
walls and the Thermacell
construction.

RayWhite.
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35A Ryrie Street, Braidwood

$585,000

Highly sought-after residential building block of 3,149sgm (approx.) located in a
private and central location, only a short stroll to the main street of historic
Braidwood. This rare block offers the potential to build your dream home right
in the centre of historic Braidwood with views to the south west towards Mt
Gillamatong or subject to council approval, the opportunity to build multiple
dwellings and/or subdivide. « Large rectangle block with access off Ryrie
Street. » Excellent mobile and internet connection. « Access to town water,
power and sewage. * Small shed on block * The block is fully fenced + Would

make a special garden oasis.

$599.000

Braidwood

50 Lascelles Street
‘Hillington’ is a charming highly
sought-after weatherboard cottage
situated in a convenience location
only a short walk to the main street of
historic Braidwood. Set on 918sgm
(approx.) of rambling cottage gardens
and established fruit trees, the garden
offers a secluded spot for a studio.
THE HOUSE features a north facing
living room with timber floors and
modern kitchen opening out onto a
sunroom. There are three cosy
bedrooms and bathroom. THE
GARDEN is magical, with tall poppies
and rambling flowers with established
fruit trees including apple, plum and
walnut. There is a small private deck
at the rear to sit under the shade of
the large apple tree and a private
garden behind the single garage,
suitable for a studio.

"Braidwood

102 Glenmore Rd,

Cleverly designed and built with
striking iron, glass and timber, this
architecturally designed, sleek and

comfortable pavilion style home is set
on 4.17 acres of garden and park like
grounds complete with tranquil pond.
Situated on the edge of the highly
sought-after historic township of
Braidwood, only 1 hour to Canberra
and 3 hours to Sydney, this exquisite
home is a rare offering for the
discerning buyer looking for a special
rural escape.

3302 Mayfield Road

The house built in 2017, is from the
popular Esperance range by
McDonald Jones. Known for being
packed with extras this home features
elegant stone kitchen with walk in
pantry and large breakfast island. The
light filled open plan dining and
lounge room opens out onto the
alfresco cabana entertainment area,
the perfect place to kick back after an
active day on the farm. There is a
generous home theatre room and a
children’s activity area off two good
size bedrooms plus a family
bathroom. The master bedroom suite
offers a generous his/ hers vanity,
walk in robe and separate WC. The
double sized home theatre could
easily be converted back to a fourth
bedroom and smaller home theatre
room, if a fourth bedroom is needed.
THE LAND is 103 acres approx. of
grassland and is separated into 4
paddocks with three dams and is fully
fenced.

Contact Kelly Allen at Belle Property on 0466 632 696.

Belle Property Braidwood

78 Wallace Street, Braidwood NSW
Office 02 4842 1029

Mobile 0466 632 696

belle .......

belleproperty.com/braidwood
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The Good Wood

Agroforestry timber species for this area

Richard Stone runs Currockbilly Mountain Nursery and consults on revegetation projects

f you’re planting trees for timber production you’re not
doing it for yourself but most likely for the next generation
to inherit and harvest.

The 2019-2020 fires tore commercial forestry operations apart. Any
un-burnt forests have been set aside for habitat whilst the burnt
forests recover which will take many years. Any saw mills lucky
enough to acquire saw logs at the moment are receiving logs from
Private Native Forests (PNF). I’'m unsure what the bureaucratic re-
quirements are for PNF if you are starting from scratch, but if you’re
looking at harvesting logs from a mature forest from your own prop-
erty there are number of steps you must take to get approval to do
so. About a third of all timber harvested in NSW come from PNFs.

Local Land Services are responsible for private native forestry ad-
vice and approvals. The NSW Environment Protection Authority is
responsible for compliance and enforcement of private native
forestry. Landholders need an approved Private Native Forestry Plan
to harvest timber from native forests on their land.

Both the PNF Field Guide (122 pages) and the PNF Guidelines and
Code of practice (28 pages) can be found at:

https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/help-and-advice/private-nativeforestry

The site advises that you contact your nearest PNF officer, our near-
est one is located at Port Macquarie so good luck there! The PNF
Act underwent a review back in March this year and the findings
released in September. This caused quite a stir amongst the NSW
Farmers and resulted in the Deputy Premier threatening to move the
National party to the crossbench whilst other parties accused the
NSW National leader of being a “koala killer”.

Anyway aside from all that let’s look at some of the tree species that
would be suitable for commercial plantation establishment in the
local area. The list isn’t totally comprehensive but a guide to what
I consider your best bet hardwood species. Also bear in mind that
this plantation establishment can also be agroforestry where stock
and forestry take place on adjacent land, depending on growth rates
you could let the stock have an occasional browse somewhere be-
tween the 5 and 10 year mark.

Much of the technical information provided here I have extracted
from CSIRO’s publication Forest Trees of Australia by D.J Boland
et el first published in 1957, ISBN 0 17 006264 3 and Wood in Aus-
tralia by K.R Bootle.

One more thing is that the denseness of wood is measured in kilo-
grams per cubic metre (kg/m?), the heaver the wood or denseness
generally relates to its end production use e.g. heavy bridge con-
struction, building construction, furniture making etc. The local
hardwood species Broad Leaf Peppermint, Eucalyptus dives has an
Air Dried Density (ADD) of around 820 kg/m? (but not considered
a useful timber tree), whereas the very popular softwood species
Pinus radiate or Monterey Pine used for building frames and plan-
tations has an ADD of about 500 kg/m?.

Blackwood, Acacia melanoxylon

Not only is this one of my favourite trees for its good looks but has
great potential locally as a plantation timber. Blackwood is endemic
to our area on better soils, particularly the red basalts but will do
well on sandy loams, granites and even swampy areas. It enjoys an

Alison Alder’s Annotated Book Covers: Forest Trees of Australia 2020 from
the summer exhibition ‘Vale 2020’ at the Altenburg Gallery opening 4 Decem-
ber. Artists are: Alison Alder, Tom Bonin, Marianne Courtenay, Alison Ford,
Cecile Galiazzo, Gwenna Green, Lizzie Hall, Julian Laffan, Kim Mahood, lan
Marr, Bohie Palecek, Sandra Shrubb and Kate Stevens.

annual rainfall of 750—1,500 mm/yr. and will tolerate heavy frosts
and snow. It can be found on lower valley slopes, to hilly and moun-
tainous areas.

Its heartwood is golden brown to darker brown often with a reddish
tint, it is one of Australia’s most decorative timbers and is used as a
veneer throughout parliament house as the wood takes a very pol-
ished finish, the wood is listed as moderately durable with an ADD
of 640 kg/m>. Some of its uses are; furniture making, decorative
veneers, instrument making, carving, turnery, flooring, boat building
and gun stocks. Its botanical name comes from the Greek, melas
(black) plus xylon (wood). For more in-depth information on this
useful farm tree and its high value timber check out Rowan Reid’s
site: http://agroforestry.net.au/main.asp?_=Blackwood

.. continued on page |3
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Council meetings and times

Council holds Ordinary Meetings on the fourth Wednesday of each month and Planning and
Strategy Committee Meetings on the second Wednesday of each month. Meetings start at
5.30pm. Agendas and business papers for the meetings are available on the Friday prior to the
meeting from
www.gprc.nsw.gov.au/Minutes-and-Agendas. Both meetings are live streamed via
webcast.qprc.nsw.gov.au
During COVID-19:
All Council meetings are closed to the public
All Council meetings will be live streamed at http://webcast.qprc.nsw.gov.au/
Councillors and staff are encouraged to participate electronically
Where councillors and staff choose to attend the meeting physically, appropriate spacing
will be put in place
Members of the public can submit written presentations or register to present via video call
on items on the agenda online at www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/public-involvement-at-Council-
meetings
If you have made a submission on a development application or a plan/project that is
being considered by Council, we will let you know when it is being presented to Council for
consideration

» Questions on Notice can still be submitted on any Council-related matter by completing the

form at www.qgprc.nsw.gov.au/public-involvement-at-Council-meetings

Next meeting dates are:

» 18 December - Ordinary Council Meeting

Written Questions on Notice

Questions on notice from the community must be submitted in writing or via email to
public.forum@gqprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the Wednesday prior to the meeting. All
questions and responses will be tabled at each Public Forum, provided to the person who
asked the questions and published on our website.

Notification of Road Name proposal

Notice is hereby given that Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council, in pursuance of Section
163 of the Roads Act 1993 and Part 2 of the Roads Regulation 2008 proposes to use the
following names as a road name within the Council area:

Proposed Gurimbaga Lane
Road Name
Description This lane extends east for 1.358km off Charleys Forest Road, Charleys

Forest

Origin of Name | Gurimbaga is the Dhurga word for mapgpie. The Dhurga language is one
of the dialects used by the Yuin people, South Coast Aboriginal people. The
country the Yuin ancestors occupied, used, and enjoyed reached across
from Cape Howe to the Shoalhaven River and inland to the Great Dividing

Range. Gurimbaga is pronounced Goorimbargar, the oo as in book

For further information please contact Customer Service on 1300 735 025. Written comments
are invited and will be received up to 15 December 2020. Comments can be made via:

* Email to: council@qgprc.nsw.gov.au

 Post to: Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council, PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620

Community Representative - QPRC Heritage Advisory

Committee
Council is calling for expressions of interest for a member of the community to serve as a
community representative on the QPRC Heritage Advisory Committee.
The role of the QPRC Heritage Advisory Committee is to:
« provide advice on heritage issues pertaining to the local government area
* monitor the implementation of council’s heritage policy
* raise community awareness of heritage issues
» review funding submissions for access to Council’s heritage fund.
The meetings are held on a monthly basis on the third Thursday of the month at 4.30pm in the
Council Chambers, Queanbeyan.
Written expressions of interest, indicating the skills applicants have that could assist the

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
For Your Information

Advertising of Notices and
Documents under the
Environmental Planning and
Assessment

Act 1979 and Regulations

Notices and documents required to

be advertised under NSW planning

legislation are now published online

at Council’s website. This includes the

following notices and documents:

a. Draft and approved development
control plans and amendment or repeal
of development control plans.

b. Draft and approved contribution plans
and the amendment and repeal of
contribution plans.

c. Development applications and
applications for modifications of
development consents for designated
development, State significant
development, nominated integrated
development, threatened species
development and Class 1 aquaculture
development.

d. Notice of the granting of a development
consent or the issue of a complying
development certificate.

e. Environmental impact statements and
related environmental assessment
requirements.

f. Draft and adopted development
plans and the amendment of
development plans (in relation to paper
subdivisions).

Documents can be viewed by accessing:

www.gprc.nsw.gov.au/development-

and-planning-public-notices

Documents on Public
Exhibition - Your Voice

Braidwood Customer Service Centre
and Library - Open for comment until 30
November.

QPRC Financial Statements 2019-20
- Submissions close Friday 6 December.

Amendment to Operational Plan 2020-21
- Property Addendum - Open for comment
until 9 December.

Find all the details on Council’s engagement

hub at yourvoice.gprc.nsw.gov.au

Submissions can be made by:

» Registering and commenting via
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

» Email to council@qprc.nsw.gov.au
(referencing the item in the subject line)

» Mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW
2620

* Delivered in person to the Queanbeyan,
Bungendore or Braidwood offices

Peter Tegart - CEO
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
Ph:1300 735 025

Committee achieve its role, should be marked “Expression of Interest — QPRC Heritage
Advisory Committee” and addressed to Land-Use Planning, Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council, PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 or emailed to landuseadmin@qprc.nsw.gov.au.

Nominations must be received by Council by 5.00pm on Friday 11 December 2020.

Web: www.gprc.nsw.gov.au
Email: council@qgprc.nsw.gov.au
Facebook: @QbnPalerangRC
Twitter: @QbnPalerang
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Silver Wattle Acacia dealbata and Black Wattle

Acacia mearnsii

Generally not considered good timber trees but I have included them
in the mix because they’re both quick growing, will tolerate a very
wide range of climatic conditions and can be used to force neigh-
bouring ‘desirable’ plantation species up in height and then harvested
at around 10 years.

The Silver Wattle has a density of 670 kg/m?* but compared with other
acacia species is ‘rather poor fuel’. Some of its uses include; cloths
pegs, shoe heels and wood wool which you sometimes find as a
packaging material and retails from $16 to $23/kg.

The Black Wattle has an interesting history as its timber was recog-
nised very early on in settlement as a very good fuel due to its density
of 800 kg/m?, latter on its bark was discovered to be a very good tan-
ning agent due to its high tannin content. Interestingly it was soon
grown overseas in India (1843) as fuel as the British Empires ex-
ported it to keep the army’s cooking and heating fire going. Planta-
tions were established from the 1860°s in South Africa and the first
tanning bark was sold commercially in 1884. Like a lot of Australian
trees this acacia is used extensively overseas but almost ignored here.

Brown barrel, Eucalyptus fastigata

Names: Botanical-Latin, (high, exulted) referring to its great form
and straight trunk as it can achieve a height of 30 up to 60 m on better
sites with an impressive girth of 1 —2 m. Its very closely related to
the highly valued Victorian Mountain Ash, Eucalyptus regnans
(Latin, regnare — to rule) which is considered one of Australia’s
best timber trees. Brown Barrel’s common name refers to the colour
of its stringy barked trunk.

Unlike many Eucalypt species Brown Barrel don’t have lingotubers
(unseen buds that accumulate starch and other nutrients in times of
plenty to protect the plant from catastrophic events like fire and
drought and can be witnessed locally on the previous seasons fire
grounds as new shoots on the trunks and branches sprouting to life).
Germination of any destroyed trees is by seed which can remain dor-
mant in the ground for many years but are stimulated to life by fire.

Its timber is moderately durable, open textured, straight grained and
easily worked it has a density of 800 kg/m?. The colour of the timber
is light brown and is used for engineering and building construction,
marine craft, flooring, furniture, plywood and is considered one of
the best hardwoods for the pulp (!) and paper industry. It does better
on south to east facing aspects on well drained loamy soils.

Silver topped Ash, Black Ash, Eucalyptus sieberi

Names: Botanical — Pays homage to the Australian plant collector
F.W. Sieber (1789 — 1884). The common name refers to the colour
of its smooth barked upper branches which contrast against the very
dark colour of the trunk on mature trees, younger trees have a flakey
orange bark. The name ‘Ash’ was applied to many Eucalypt species
in the early days of settlement due to its superficial resemblance to
the European ash, fraxinus spp. It grows on a wide range of free
draining sandy soils. Locally it can be tricky to establish but regen-
erates freely on forestered road verges particularly after mechanical
disturbance.

The colour of the heartwood is very pale white to light brown with
distinctive growth rings. Although it has a density of 830 kg/m? it
splits readily along the rays of the grain and was used extensively
by early settlers as roof shingles. It is easy to work and was com-
monly used as a framing timer in the region but also used for struc-
tural engineering, bridges, wharves, sleepers, flooring, plywood
creates and is readily bent with steam. It is one of the major pulp (!!)
export species in the Eden region.

Part two of Richard Stone’s ‘The Good Wood’ will follow in Changing
Times #18, 16 December. Still to come: Alpine Ash, Mesmate Stringy-
bark, Manna Gum, Ribbon Gum, White Ash and White Mountain Ash.
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Braidwood Heritage
Weekend 2021 postponed

from the Braidwood Heritage Weekend Committee

The organising group of the
Braidwood Heritage Weekend has
decided that the 2021 event needs
to be postponed.

Committee spokesman, Colin
McLean said, “It has become in-
creasingly apparent over the last
few weeks that there is much uncer-
tainty and concern about the impact
of COVID-19, and requirements
placed on public events and gather-
ings, that make the coordination of
a large scale public event in March
2021 too difficult to proceed.”

The coordination group had
planned on making a formal ‘Yes or
No’ decision about proceeding with
Braidwood Heritage Weekend after
the 2021 Australia Day long week-
end with the knowledge of how
public events and gatherings had
been operated during the 2020/21
school holiday period and the level
of adverse outcomes in terms of

COVID-19 cases. However, a num-
ber of traditional events such as
country shows have already been
cancelled for the first quarter of
2021, and others have set in place
specific limitations on number of
people able to attend.

Colin added, “We do not have the
luxury of being able to control at-
tendance numbers to most of the
planned activities due to them hap-
pening in public spaces.”

Braidwood & District Historical
Society, President, Peter Smith said,
“making the decision at this time
avoids additional costs that would
have been incurred by further delay.
Our donors, sponsors and QPRC
are fully supporting the re-schedul-
ing of the event.”

The coordination group will
come together again later in 2021 to
assess the opportunity to reschedule
the event sometime in 2022.

We provide information and
assistance regarding:

O utility & phone bills
O credit card & personal loans

O mortgage & rent arrears

O bankruptcy
O concessions
0 budgeting

O debt collectors and advocacy

To chat to our financial
counsellor drop by the bushfire
relief assistance hub on Tuesday
Or contactus ...

S (02) 6257 1788

L1 www.carefcs.org
admin@carefcs.org
% Old Braidwood Library

(Park Lane)

Stpported by:

QPRC if"

Anstralian Government
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Sales to help Life Centre

Kelly Allen has been selling real
estate in Braidwood since 2013.

“Living locally means everything
to us as a family, we moved to the
area in 2012 and are blessed to be
part of this wonderful community,”
says Kelly.

“T am aware of the hardship faced
by many local families in terms of
housing and other needs and was
inspired by what Bendigo Bank do
for the community.

“My husband and I bank at
Bendigo Bank mostly because we
can see the difference they make;
we know there may be lower inter-
est rates available, but seeing a
bank giving back to community
rather than simply returning divi-
dends for shareholders makes the
difference for us. Since rebranding

our real estate office and purchas-
ing a franchise with Belle Property,
we now have a better opportunity
than ever to formally support local
initiatives as we have full control
of the business. In addition to cre-
ating new local jobs, they were
seeking another avenue for local
support.

After speaking with Maria
Bakas, a volunteer of Braidwood
Life Centre, Belle Property Braid-
wood has pledged to donate $250
from the proceeds of each property
sale in the year 2021 to the centre;
to assist those who need it most, but
also to encourage others to support
local charities.

If you would like an idea of what
your property is worth, phone Kelly
and her team, and support local.

Local leadership recognised

Mongarlowe resident and Chair
of the Braidwood Business
Chamber, Suzanne Gearing, has
been awarded the Transgrid Lead-
ership Award for 2020 as part of
the NSW and ACT Regional
Achievement and Community
Awards.

Ms Gearing was awarded the
Transgrid Leadership Award in
recognition of her stewardship of
the Braidwood and Villages Busi-
ness Chamber as well as her advo-

cacy of local sustainability and
tourism, and her work supporting,
through social entrepreneurship,
mental health initiatives and ad-
dressing homelessness.

She has also founded the Braid-
wood Collective to ensure social
care for the elderly and disabled in
our community and was the driving
force behind the “Not a Cul-de-sac”
business and tourism promotion
that brought day-trippers and visi-
tors back to Braidwood at the end
of the fires.
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Romany Gleeson with her First Prize-winning painting in the Year 7-8 category at
the Braidwood Festival of Young Artists presentation at Brag on |9 November.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

KEEP THE FLAME BURN-
ING BRIGHT

When we receive invitations to
special celebrations or events it is
normal to make the necessary
preparations to maximise the ex-
citement or joy of the moment. In a
lifetime there are likely to be mul-
tiple occasions when we are invited
to something special like a birthday,
a wedding, a baptism or an anniver-
sary. Maybe we are the host or sim-
ply a guest at such an event but
most of us like to splash the cash on
gifts, fashions, food and sometimes
floral arrangements as well. It is
hard to imagine in the modern day
that any of us would be invited to a
wedding, for example, and be asked
to provide our own lamp lighting.

In Matthew 25:1-13 Jesus tells a
parable about such an occasion
which superficially looks like a
straightforward wedding feast gone
wrong. There were delays and dis-
ruptions, the guests fell asleep and
supposedly woke up when the
bridegroom arrived late. Of course,
we must remember that parables are
not actual events to be taken liter-
ally, rather, they are allusions or
analogies with deep rooted mean-
ings to even greater truths.

The first twist in this story/para-
ble is the contrast between wisdom
and folly. Wisdom in this case is
about being ready with sufficient oil
for the lamps. Folly on the other
hand means not thinking about the
situation thoroughly enough until it
is too late. Basically, it is the differ-
ence between being sensible or
silly. Jesus is throwing out a lot of
clues in this parable about the com-
ing of the bridegroom (NB Jesus
himself) and the coming of the
kingdom of heaven which he will
usher in by his death and resurrec-
tion. It is entirely appropriate there-
fore that we reflect on this passage
of scripture as we approach the sea-
son of Advent when our focus turns
to the first and second coming of
Jesus as Lord.

Jesus referred to himself in
Matthew 9:15 as the bridegroom. In
Matthew 22:2, Jesus spoke of the
kingdom as being like a king mak-
ing a marriage feast for his son.
This is a recurrent theme in
Matthew’s Gospel and hints at the
messiahship of Jesus. These facts

highlight the important message
that Jesus was coming as Messiah
both to his people Israel and to all
subsequent generations.

Verse 13 is critical in understand-
ing this parable because Jesus tells
his audience to stay awake and
alert. The point that Jesus is trying
to drive home is that what matters
is being ready; being prepared;
being wise; thinking ahead; realiz-
ing that a crisis is coming sooner or
later and that if you don’t make
preparations now, and keep them in
good shape in the meantime, you’ll
wish you had.

This parable makes an important
distinction between the wise, who
know Jesus and make sure they stay
alert for his ‘coming’ , and the fool-
ish, to whom at the end Jesus will
say, ‘I don’t know you’ which reit-
erates and echoes Matthew 7:23
from the Sermon on the Mount
where Jesus says; ‘And then I will
declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from me you evildoers’.
Rev. Rick Lewis

Braidwood Uniting Church

“Everything is permissible, but
not everything is constructive”

In the Scriptures, the apostle Paul
debates with the Corinthians: “Yes,
we are free to choose whatever we
want to do, but not every action is
beneficial for us or encouraging to
others” (Corinthians 10:23). How
do you make decisions? What in-
forms the choices you make? I
wonder if for many of us, our eval-
uations are founded on:

Do I want this? Making us the
delight of marketers. Rather than
nutting-out if a decision is right or
wrong based on what I want, maybe
a preferable way to make decisions
would be to consider: “Is this con-
structive to the people around me,
and will it be constructive to me
growing as a person?” Will your de-
cisions this week make our world a
better place? I hope we can all say
“Yes” to that. May wisdom be
yours.

Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher
and the congregation of Braidwood
Uniting Church. Join us on Radio
Church, 6pm Sundays.

Weekly Garage Sale, Wednes-
days 9-3, cnr Duncan and Monkit-
tee Streets, Braidwood.
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St Bede’s Parish

Second Sunday of Advent Re-
flection on the Gospel - Comfort

“There’s good news, and there’s
bad news”. A whole body of jokes
begins this way, and we laugh rue-
fully because that statement is gen-
erally true. The news is hardly ever
good or bad, but rather an amalgam
of results better for some than for
others. One ball team beats another;
is this good news or bad?

John the Baptist preaches repen-
tance for the forgiveness of sins.
Good news or bad? It’s great news
for sinners who repent. It’s good
news for people who yearn to be
forgiven and know they have rea-
son to be. It’s not so good for peo-
ple who have no intention of
leaving their sin behind. And it is
positively bad news for the self-
righteous, convinced of their inno-
cence and resentful that sinful types
are getting off the hook.

The message of John the Baptist
is comfort with a catch. The catch
is baptism, a drowning of the old
way and a resurrection into gasping
new life. We can’t find comfort in
religion - not this religion! - if we
intend to remain just as we are.
John’s baptism is with water, brac-
ing and cold. The Mighty One is
coming along soon with fire and

Spirit. Things are going to change

How does the message of John
comfort you? How does it chal-
lenge you?

Give a little comfort this season.
Listen to someone who has a story
to tell. Include the lonely at your
table. Remember the poor.

“His baptism will change you
from the inside out  GPBS
1/12/2020

Weekday Masses: Tuesday and
Thursday at 10.00am in the Church.

Meditation: ~ Thursdays at
10.30am in the Presbytery.

Adoration: Fridays 9am-10 am

Social Justice Group: meets in
the Church Sunday 6th December
at 10.30am.

Christmas Masses: 5pm Family
Mass; 7pm Vigil Mass. Bookings
will be either online at
https://www.trybooking.com/BMY
AJ or phone/text Helen on 0430
169 849.

Bookings for Family Mass will
be in Families; 7pm to be booked as
individuals. Bookings open 1 De-
cember and close 23 December.

Please let any family coming
home for Christmas know that they
(or you) must book to be sure of a
place at their Mass of choice. Book-
ings are limited due to the Covid re-
strictions.
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William Verdon

Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,

repairing and many other services.
Unique and award winning.

48422882 or 0419445299
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GOLF NEWS

Wild winds play
havoc on course

Thanks from the Club to the vol-
unteers who turned out on Tues-
day to tidy up the golf course after
the strong winds on Sunday. The
wild weather left debris and veg-
etation strewn all over the course.

Results:

Saturday November 28 - Medley
2BBB Stableford (Thanks to Kirsten and
Andrew Buchan for their generous spon-
sorship of this trophy.)

Winners: Deb & Keith Ferguson nett
44 c/b

Runners Up: Lorinda Stuart & Kerry
Noble nett 44

Ball Comp: Marie Uren & Michael
Tillman Ryan nett 43, Di Freeman &
Steve Cansell nett 43,

Donna Kuhn & Andrew Clark nett 43

Handicap Changes: Donna Kuhn
down 1 to 27, Roger Hovey out 1 to 24,
Ted Emmett down 1 to 18

Coming Events:

Saturday December 5: Medley
Stabrose (Shotgun Start) 3 Ball. 12.30
Hit off- all players — Bev Kain Memorial
Day

Saturday December 12: Men’s &
Women’s Stroke (Monthly Medals)
Christmas Hamper; Golf Dinner & Pres-
entation Night

Saturday December 19: Committee
Meeting 10.30am. 3 Person Ambrose
Cross Country — (Shotgun Start) 12.30
Hit off — All Players. Mark & Sherilee
Newman Trophy

Saturday December 26: Boxing Day
Medley Irish Stableford 3 Ball. 12.30 Hit
off — All players.

STOP PRESS

WORLD HOLDS
BREATH AND
HOPES THAT THE
TODDLER-IN-CHIEF
HAS FORGOTTEN
ABOUT THAT BIG
RED BUTTON

Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and

local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

-
THE BLAZEAID VOLUNTEER

So, where is Braidwood, On the map it's just a black dot
With a butcher, a baker and a great bottle shop
There's a Blazeaid camp at the showground there
A place for grey nomads, who've got time to spare
Disasters happen, there’s no one to blame
Floods, fire, cyclone or drought, it’'s all the same
Mother nature is cruel, she made the land black
The trees that stood tall, may never come back
Your loss is our loss, that's our aussie way
Your courage and your strength, we see it every day
Up along the road there’s a little joey lost
Mammas hanging on the fence, how do we count the cost?
Farmers shoot their cows, you can see their pain
They're battered and broken, can they ever smile again
Her rage and her fury, make grown men cry
But farmers are so tough, and they never say die
The CWA, Lions and Scouts, they've all played their part
And we thank you so much, from the bottom of our hearts
There’s Michelle from the club and the courtesy bus
That brought us home safe when we’ve all had enough
Some brought their skills and knew what to do
Others like me, didn’t have a clue
Dennis and Carol have led from the start
And run Braidwood campsite like a pulsating heart
At muster each morning as we all gather round
The message is clear please come home, safe and sound
And our four little girls Emma the chooks
You know where they’'ve been, when you step on their poop
There’s a flasher in camp with a grey hairy chest
But we all know he’s simply the best
And our four-legged friends, Bonnie, Buddy and Rastus too
They wear the Blazeaid vest cause their part of the crew
Ole Bill the toolman that grumpy ole fart
He's scary at first, but he’s got a good heart
And tractor man Dennis, is a man to admire
He’s not for rent, but the tractors for hire
And Nick at the bank, who bragged to Dennis
We're the champions at Table Tennis
Well don't be afraid and give it ya best
We've got the trophy, we're better than the rest
We had Xmas and plays and trivia too
Sat round the campfire with a stubbie or too
The backpackers came with youth on their side
To help build the fences and they do it with pride
They're a long way from friends and family back home
And we are so proud to now call you our own
As we go our separate ways and may never meet again
The skills we have learnt and the memories will remain
To our farmers and friends never ever fear
For somewhere on a fence line you'll find a Blazeaid volunteer

Carol A Newton ©
October 2020
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STAR TIMES

Skysthelimitsalaryclub

Kangaroos have demanded their
likeness be removed from the tails
of Australia’s aircraft in solidarity
with Qantas baggage (soon to be
excess baggage) handlers. “Perhaps
a rat might be more appropriate,”
said one skip. “Everything is going
according to plan said the man at
the top with the expensive smile.
Pve installed ‘Flight Control Pro™
on my iPad and I should be able to
control all flights from my deck
chair. I mean, how hard can it be?
You get a siren and a flashing
warning when a collision is im-
minent.” A Qantas management
spokes-drone revealed that the new
baggage handlers would be much
cheaper. “They’ll be drawn from an
under ultilised pool of ex-olympian
discus throwers, caber tossers and
shot putters.” he crowed. “Look,
these chaps will be able to get close
to the plane in one toss thereby
saving a fortune in tires for those

golf buggy thingies”.

Emmisionimposible

What must you do to exploit gas as
an energy source? Why, you
convert it into hot air of course.
The novel approach being used by
the federal government is to start
with hot air and hope it will turn
into gas. Renewables are no use to
the good ol’ boys at the club.
Anyone can collect and use the sun
and the wind and they are destined
to become far less intermittent than
political donations from recalcitrant
fossil fuel hucksters.

GreatSSOT

It’s another buzz idea gaining trac-
tion in the power of corridors. The
Single Source Of Truth is not really
God, higher-up really, like Google.
The SSOT is what you plug into and
make suggestions to but it’s not in
itself open to question. What is
truth these days anyway and can it
be found on a web search if it’s not
on page one or in the first ten
entries. Actually now that Google
and Facebook sell ads unashamedly,
truth has been pushed down the
rankings — and this can only get
worse.

Scoobie-Do

Is your job going to the dogs? Look
on the bright side, it could be the
other way around especially if you
work the CCTV for channel SCAT 1.
It may, however, be as satifying as
watching a gripping scene on
FaceBook, torn at random from any
action movie and bisected at the
most poignant part by an ad for
something you really don’t need.
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