
The Braidwood Post Office is
going under in parcels.

Christmas is always a busy time
for parcel delivery and this year as
a result of COVID-19, many more
people are using the mail service to
send presents to friends and rela-
tives they won’t be visiting.

Space at the relatively small
Braidwood Post Office is at a pre-
mium. Parcels are arriving from
Canberra every day, including the
weekend, and there is not room to
sort and store parcels if they are not
collected for days or weeks.

“This is quite unprecedented,”
says postmaster Bruce Keeley.
“Who could have foreseen the tur-
moil that Covid was going to bring
to our daily lives when it all started.
The buying patterns of Australians,

especially those in rural areas has
changed, perhaps forever.”

Mr Keeley would like to impress
upon his customers that early col-
lection of parcels, notified either by
card or email and text, would be ap-
preciated.  

“If room in the post office be-
comes a premium, some parcels
may have to be sent back to the
mail centre in Fyshwick for deliv-
ery at a later date.  Hopefully we
can avert that situation arising.”
said Mr Keeley.
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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
We: 17° 21° 90%
Th: 15° 27° 50%
Fr: 17° 27° 80%
Sat: 10° 18° 40%
Sun: 10° 22° 50%
Mon 13° 23° 50%

BRAIDWOOD’S

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:

n The babies of 2020
n QPRC parking blitz
n Einspruch’s book award
n Renewables are cheaper
n Skatepark finds its wheels
n Nerriga Rd upgrade funds
n Dinner in the Valley
n Music for Christmas
n The Good Wood Pt 2
n A tender way to die
n Sport and Spirtuality

Pick ’em up
Paul Cockram

“Where d’yer want this one Bruce?” asks Gavin the mailman.

NEW FACES OF 2020
COLOUR LIFT-OUT INSIDE



The year is rapidly hurtling to-
wards its close and while most of
us will be pleased to see the end
of 2020, for many, the effects of
this year are sure to carry over to
2021.

The aftermath of last summer’s
fires has still not been adequately
addressed by government and for
people still living in temporary ac-
commodation or recovering from
lost business, the traditional season
of joy and goodwill might be lean. 

The effects of the fires go much
further than economic. A paper pub-
lished this week in the Medical
Journal of Australia’s special sup-
plement has shown an increased
risk of poorer mental health out-
comes for children as a result of
bushfires. The paper, co-authored
by Charles Sturt University and
Australian children’s charity Royal
Far West, entitled “The Impact of
Bushfire on the Wellbeing of Chil-
dren Living in Rural and Remote
Australia: A Rapid Review” inves-
tigated both the dynamics associ-
ated with mental health and
development of children impacted
by bushfire. 

Then there was The Virus. The
lockdown undoubtedly saved lives
and slowed the spread of COVID
and certainly, this country has fared
much better than many. In this re-
gion we have been lucky to remain
free of cases, but with cases on the
coast it remained – and remains –
necessary that we don’t become
complacent. The impact on busi-

nesses, however, has been huge.
The lockdown meant reduced trad-
ing hours and fewer customers. 

Charities have suffered this year
as well, with many national and
local organisations unable to hold
their major fundraisers during the
year due to COVID. This means
less money for charities and organ-
isations to undertake their work.
Many organisations lost volunteers
as well when social distancing re-
strictions came into force. This has
fundamentally changed the way
these organisations can operate.

As this is the season for giving
(as well as eating, drinking and
being merry), it’s a good opportu-
nity to think about which local or-
ganisations might need a helping
hand and make a donation. The
Hospital Auxiliary and churches,
for example, were not able to hold
their fetes this year, and the Braid-
wood and District Education Foun-
dation couldn’t hold its Melbourne
Cup fundraiser. At a national level,
the RSPCA’s annual Million Paws
Walk was cancelled. 

If giving money isn’t an option,
perhaps giving time might be. Vol-
unteering is something that we here
in Braidwood are good at. Accord-
ing to the 2016 census, 31% of
Braidwood residents engage in
some form of voluntary work, as
opposed to 18% statewide and 19%
nationally.

So as we pin our collective hopes
on a happy and healthy 2021, look
beyond the front fence and see who
might be still doing it tough. A five
dollar donation to a charity might
make all the difference to someone. 

Buying a raffle ticket to help the
Lions or Apex or giving up a few
hours to help NARG volunteers to
feed orphaned joeys spreads the
goodwill. We saw goodwill and
selflessness in abundance last year. 

Let’s not lose sight of the impor-
tance of helping one another.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

’tis the season

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING
RJ & KA Whiteman

• Light tree work  • Wood chipping
• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire

Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Local businessman, Karuna Ba-
jracharya, believes that locals are
being unfairly targeted by QPRC
parking officers after he was fined
for parking outside his own busi-
ness on Wallace Street.

Last week Mr Bajracharya, the
owner of popular venue Smokey
Horse, had parked his vehicle par-
allel to the kerb in order to load
empty bottles into the back of his
car to take to Queanbeyan for recy-
cling.

While the parking designation in
that area is 45˚ parking towards the
kerb, Mr Bajracharya said that
coast-bound traffic was heavy and
it would have been unsafe to stop to
reverse into his driveway, so he
opted to just pull off the road. There
were no other cars parked in that
vicinity at the time.

“I then went in to open the gate
and load my truck, maybe 5 – 10
mins max,” he said. “If I had parked
at 45 degrees, with the tray open,
I’d be essentially standing in the
middle of the street when loading
my bottles. The inspector could
have easily just warned me I was
parked incorrectly, rather than
sneaking in a quick photo and issu-
ing a fine.”

This is not the first time locals
have complained about apparent

‘underhand’ tactics by QPRC park-
ing officers.

Last year a number of BCS par-
ents were fined for stopping in the
school bus zone to drop off chil-
dren. While the parents admitted
that they shouldn’t have used that
area, they were angered by the fact
that the QPRC car was also stop-
ping in the same zone to photo-
graph cars and that no warnings
were issued as a first step.

At the time, QPRC stated that
their parking officer was simply en-
forcing the signed parking restric-
tions.

Mr Bajracharya, however, be-
lieves this latest incident, “seems
rather malicious” on the part of
QPRC to, “punish small business
owners in this way after what’s
been an incredibly difficult twelve
months. We’ve only just reopened
after a six-month closure due to
COVID.”

Other locals have noted that fur-
ther down Wallace Street, parking
seems to be a free-for-all with the
intersection of Duncan and Wallace
frequently obscured by cars parking
on the intersection itself, vehicles
towing caravans or boats taking up
several parking spaces and others
obstructing private driveways. 

Mr Bajracharya says he will con-
test the parking fine.

Locals hit in QPRC
parking blitz
Robin Tennant-Wood

Karuna Bajracharya’s vehicle parked outside his premises.

MOWING and SLASHING
Need fire trails restored, seeded?

Erosion control, tree lines ripped

Poly pipes buried up to 50 mm diameter

(our own plough)

Call Dennis for a quote: 0428 487 724

GREEN GRASS WANTED
FOR HUNGRY WOMBATS
Narrow or wide leafed long enough to be

picked by hand.
We can’t use lawn clippings or weeds.
PHONE BILL: 0411 375 275



Local writer, Andrew Einspruch,
has won the Fiction category of
the 2020 ACT Writing and Pub-
lishing Awards with his novel,
The Light Bearer. 
The book is the third in what
Einspruch describes as a “hu-
morous fantasy series”: The
Western Lands and All That Re-
ally Matters.
In awarding the prize, the judges
of the Fiction category noted
that:
“The Light Bearer succeeds in
establishing narrative voice, and
showcases technical skill in both
storytelling and character devel-
opment, reflecting the author’s
talent. The world of the story
feels alive, and each character
has real depth, which informs
their actions and helps to drive
the plot forward. 
Andrew Einspruch should be
commended for his imaginative
and inspired tale, grounded in
the realities of the human expe-
rience. It’s an intelligent, engag-
ing and deserving winner of the
top prize.”
Einspruch said that he is proud
to be part of ‘the long history of
fabulous Braidwood writers,
from Jackie French to Roger
MacDonald to Judith Wright’,
adding that he is more inclined
to write about ‘talking chip-
munks and weak magic.’
The series of which the winning
novel is part has five books in all
so far, as there are two stand-
alone prequels. He said that
Book Four in the series, Queen
Eloise, will go the editor in Feb-
ruary and Book Five is almost
half written. “There’s almost cer-
tainly going to be a sixth book in
the series,” he said, “My inten-
tion is to put all three of them out
in 2021.”
When asked how he fits in his
writing with his full-time work
and taking care of his animal
sanctuary, Andrew said, “Math is
my friend. If I can write just 350
words per day, then that’s
127,750 words in a year, which
is roughly how long one of my
books normally is. Of course, I
try to write more than that, but if
I do anything right, it’s being

consistent with writing every
day. Before taking on novels, I
had 120 children’s books pub-
lished in both fiction and non-
fiction, mainly for primary-aged
readers. Some of these are still
available through the local li-
brary.”
The books are independently
published by his company, Wild
Pure Heart, and the first book in
the series first came out in 2018.
Along with his wife Billie Dean,
Einspruch wrote for children’s
television, including the hit show
Hi-5 and Cushion Kids for the
Nine Network.
The Light Bearer, as well as the
other books in The Western
Lands series, is available from
Amazon, and paper versions can
be ordered through any book-
store.
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Einspruch on a winner
with The Light Bearer
Robin Tennant-Wood

A new report from CSIRO, Aus-
tralia’s national science agency,
has more accurately calculated the
integration costs of renewables in
electricity generation and found
that solar and wind continue to be
the cheapest source of energy in
Australia.

Each year, CSIRO and the Aus-
tralian Energy Market Operator
(AEMO) work with a range of in-
dustry stakeholders to give an up-
dated estimate of the cost to
generate electricity for new power
plants in Australia, through their
GenCost report.

This year, the report — which is
now open for public consultation —
was improved by using a more ac-
curate system for calculating the
levelised cost of energy (LCOE, a
metric to compare the cost of elec-
tricity generation technology).

CSIRO Chief Energy Economist
Paul Graham said the new metric
added extra insight to this year’s re-
port.

“Previous GenCost reports added
arbitrary amounts of storage costs,
but this year we used a model of the
electricity system that optimises the
amount of storage needed, and also
includes additional transmission ex-
penditure,” Mr Graham said.

“Even taking into account
these extra system integration
costs, solar photovoltaics (PV)
and wind continue to be the

cheapest new sources of
elctricity for any expected

share of renewables in the grid
— anywhere from 50 per cent

to 100 per cent.

“This is projected to continue to
be the case throughout the projec-
tion period to 2050.”

The updated analyses also find
that:

• Solar PV and batteries are pro-
jected to continue experiencing
the fastest cost reductions of any
source of energy technology.

• Hydrogen electrolysers are also
projected to experience substan-
tial cost reductions that will make
them competitive with natural
gas-based hydrogen production in
the long run.

• Wind capital costs are falling
more slowly than solar, reflecting
their relative maturity as an en-
ergy source; however wind capi-
tal costs continue to make gains
through capturing more energy
from the same wind resources,
which means they will continue
to be competitive.

• Costs reductions for technologies
not currently being widely de-
ployed, such as carbon capture
and storage, nuclear small modu-
lar reactors, solar thermal and
ocean energy are lagging and
would require stronger global in-
vestment to realise their full po-
tential.
AEMO Group Manager Fore-

casting Nicola Falcon said the re-
port was critical to future
modelling.

“Electricity generation costs are
a key ingredient into the electricity
sector modelling which underpins
much of the sector’s strategic plan-
ning and policy analysis, including
our Integrated System Plan,” Ms
Falcon said.

“Given the importance of this
cost data, we are providing an op-
portunity for industry and other
stakeholders to review the data as
part of our Draft Inputs, Assump-
tions and Scenarios Report pub-
lished last week for consultation.”

The final GenCost report is due
to be delivered in March 2021.

Renewables still
the cheapest new-build
power in Australia



On Saturday 12 December, the
Braidwood Community Associa-
tion Youth Activities Subcommit-
tee set up stall outside the bakery
to gather letters of support and do-
nations to strengthen their grant
application. 

Members answered questions
about the project and had the con-
cept drawings on display. 

This was the first of several stalls
to be held, culminating with the
BCA’s hosting of the Book Fair on
January 30th 2021. All funds raised
will go towards the construction of
the proposed skatepark beside the
Life Centre on Araluen Street,
Braidwood.  

The Youth Activities Subcommit-
tee members reported that they re-

ceived some great input from peo-
ple who stopped by our stall. “All
these fabulous ideas are being taken
into account,” said Catherine Bell.  

Ms Bell said that in a recent con-
versation with Convic, the com-
pany behind the concept design of
the proposed skatepark, the sub-
committee learned that it is possible
to have locals help to build the
park.  

“If Convic were to win the ten-
der, they would support our request
to have locals employed.  They said
this was essential to their approach,
and they would ensure that a youth
would have the opportunity to gain
new skills in working with Con-
vic.”  

This information will be incorpo-
rated in the tender, so that all com-
panies seeking to build the
skatepark must include local em-
ployment for the construction.
Local supplies will also be sought
where possible.  

As the proposal is subject to ob-
taining grant funding, public sup-
port will strengthen its chances of
being realised.  The subcommittee
has stressed that letters of support
are essential, as are those of visitors
to our town.  Ms Bell said, “please
encourage everyone you know to
put in a letter, by visiting our web-
site: www.braidwoodskateparkpro
ject.weebly.com  There is also in-
formation about how to donate and
how to submit a letter.

“Also, please come to our next
stall on Saturday 17th.  We will be
setting up in the Christmas Markets.
Bring a gold coin for the guessing

comp and $5 for the raffle,” she
added.

WIN A SKATEBOARD!
If you are under 25, you can sub-

mit your letter at www.braidwood-
skateparkproject.weebly.com and
go in the running to win a Revoked
Skate Deck valued at $120 with
trucks, wheels and hardware from
Brett and Ned at Offshore Surf and
Skate, Broulee and Moruya.

Prizes in the raffle are:
• Globe skateboard valued at $230

from Trilogy Skate Shop, Can-
berra

• T shirt valued at $60 from Saloon
Design House, Braidwood

• $50 meal voucher from Braid-
wood Servicemen’s Club

• A Skate Collage by local artist
Monty@budawangbushranger

The subcommittee is willingly
accepting donations of prizes from
local businesses to add to this list,
please contact:
info@braidwodcommunity.org.au
with your offer.

It’s a Sweet Deal!
The Boiled Lolly has donated a

jar packed with sweets: for a gold
coin donation you can make a guess
at how many sweets it contains.
The closest guesser will win the
sweets.  

The raffle and guessing competi-
tion will run until January 30th,
when winners will be announced at
4pm at the Book Fair in the Na-
tional Theatre.  Letter submission
close mid-January, in readiness of
our grant application being submit-
ted by 27 January. The winner of
the submit-a-letter will also be pre-
sented at the end of the book fair.
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Skatepark project gets rolling
Robin Tennant-Wood speaks with Catherine Bell

Catherine Bell is upbeat about the skate park project [above] while River is still waiting [right].
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After we retired, my late husband Nick and I went on the
road for five years and we did it in style, we had a 32-foot
six-wheeler. Coming back from a trip one time we decided
we didn’t want the city anymore, so we bought 100 acres of
bushland near Tarago.

I was the treasurer for rural Boro/Mount Fairy Bush Fire
Brigade for nine years and I used to come to Braidwood to
get Frank Judge to do the Brigade’s books.

One time I said to Nick, “Do you want to come for the
drive? — and he said, “Yes, but I want to look at that new
place, Summerfield.” We saw it on a Friday, came back on
the Sunday, and paid the deposit Tuesday. It was the best
thing I ever did.

Sadly, Nick saw it being built but he passed away before it
was finished and we could move in. But being a builder he
knew what went behind these walls. That was the important
part for him, the insulation and the way it was built.

I love Summerfield. I love Braidwood. I have two sons, eight
grandchildren, and they’re all in Canberra, so this is perfect.

Work is continuing on increasing
the overall safety of Nerriga
Road, improving travel for local
drivers and the many tourists who
use the road for trips to the NSW
South Coast.

Member for Monaro, John Bari-
laro, said the sealing of the dirt road
and the installation of guardrails
continues the NSW Government’s
commitment to improving road
safety in the region.

“Nerriga Road is a vital link be-
tween Queanbeyan-Palerang and
the South Coast, not just for locals
and freight vehicles but our emer-
gency services,” Mr Barilaro said.

“This region was impacted heav-
ily by last summer’s unprecedented
bushfire season. 

“The event highlighted how
important it is that our roads

are up to scratch, for both
locals who may be forced to
evacuate and our emergency

services.

“So far more than 600 metres of
the 3.1-kilometre section of road,
which runs through the Durran
Durra Range, has been sealed as
part of stage three of the Nerriga
Road upgrade, making a huge dif-
ference for motorists.

“The next stage of work will in-
clude sealing the remaining dirt
road in this section, as well as earth-
work, and installing large drains,
guardrails and line marking.”

Sections of the road are being
widened and intersections with
Brightside Road, Cookanulla Road
and Durran Durra Place upgraded.

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council Mayor, Tim Overall, said
the Durran Durra Range section of
the Nerriga Road upgrade is a key
aspect of Council’s current capital
works program.

“The 3.1 kilometre section from
Brightside Road to Grants Road
forms Stage 3 of four identified
stages. It removes a winding and
often slippery unsealed section of
Nerriga Road through the Durran

Durra Range and replaces it with a
new, much safer and more direct
sealed road,” Cr Overall said.

“A fifth stage of the Nerriga
Road project - a 4.7 kilometre un-
sealed section known as Ningee
Nimble Creek, which is located be-
tween Mongarlowe River and
Charleys Forest Road – will be
added to the project if sufficient
savings are made across the entire
project or further sources of fund-
ing are secured.

“Nerriga Road proved to be an

invaluable transport corridor during
last summer’s fires and with these
new sections progressively being
completed, it is also becoming an
increasingly important freight route
into and out of our local govern-
ment area.”

The Nerriga Road revamp in-
volves upgrading four sections of
the road (11.2 kilometres in total),
and has been funded by a $70 mil-
lion grant from the NSW Govern-
ment under the Monaro-Palerang
Roads Package.

Nerriga Road upgrade
reaches new milestone
Press Release from John Barilaro

Talk to Jane on 0400 472 577

MEET THE SUMMERFIELD RESIDENTS: Joy van Zomeren

Joy van Zomeren in her sunroom at Summerfield.



The inaugural Annual “Dinner in
the Valley” was a run-away suc-
cess. Over 100 Araluen locals and
Braidwood Hub council staff en-
joyed a gourmet roast dinner with
all the trimmings and a choice of
deserts.

Not only was there an abundance
of food, but our very own local
rockstar Luke Watson performed a
cameo with headline band Ingrid
Mae. Toes were tapping and hips
swaying from their opening song
till the end of the night. A few locals
mentioned that the hall itself was

decorated so nicely that it looked
like it was good enough for a wed-
ding! Special thanks also to Alex
and Chris for adding some extra
class to the event with their stringed
duo performance.

The Araloonies and APA would
like to thank The Hub, Red Cross,
Salvos and Capitol Roast once
again. Also, a big thank you to the
set up and serving teams, and to
everyone that came and supported
this much needed community
event. 

Can’t wait for next year….
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RECYCLING
Thanks for dropping your cans and bottles to the

Royal Mail Hotel for recycling.
PLEASE NOTE: We would appreciate it if you could please

separate your cans and bottles before dropping them to us as
this is a requirement of the recycling plant. 

Please feel free to come and pick up your plastic bags so you
can sort your recycling at home before bringing them in. 
PLEASE ALSO NOTE: we are unable to take more than

1500 cans or bottles; anything more than this can be
taken to Queanbeyan.

Royal Mail Hotel Braidwood
145-147 Wallace Street, Braidwood – 4842 2488 

REGIONAL HAPPENINGS

Dinner in the Valley
Darren McDonald writes in the ‘Araluen Star’

QPRC Community Liaison person Terry Campese with Michael Gill.

BWD’s ANOTHER TASTE OF
BRAIDWOOD

ON SALE AT THE NEWSAGENT
$5.95
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622

Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299

ABOUT THE PLACE
“Thanks to the Braidwood Regional Arts Group for
the invitation to visit  and more particularly, open
the Braidwood Bushfire Recovery Community Art
Exhibition and launch the book for ‘Art on Fire’.” 

Shane Fitzsimmons AFSM,Head of Resilience NSW
and recent Commissioner NSWales Rural Fire Service.)

Australian of the Year Shane Fitzsimmons signs Kate Marshall’s book at BRAG.

Apex Christmas at the Club



Dear Editor,
This is a reflective comment on

the front page article in your paper.
‘Unpaved by Gold’ [BCT 18/11/20]
It comes from somebody who once
nearly bought a house in Majors
Creek and is now thoroughly glad
he didn’t.

An added traffic hazard in this
road comes from the behaviour of
the drivers of the vehicles. This has
become increasingly erratic since
the gold mine reopened but we also
have our fair share of Grey No-
mads, group motorcyclists, speed-
ing tradies, motor car club rallies,
and the usual ration of H.G.V’s re-

moving giant machinery, mobile
huts, cattle and sheep.

From my front verandah I look
directly at the most dangerous sec-
tion of this road. This is close to the
entry to Braidwood, at the 80km/h
down to 60km/h limit sign, where
the Majors Creek traffic has been
joined by traffic to Araluen, Reids-
dale, Cooma, and Captains Flat. 

On a blind corner, with an awk-
ward junction to Saleyards Lane,
there is also an entrance to the new
H.G.V park in the gully above the
Old Braidwood Cemetery. (Drive
up to Braidwood Heights Mark 2
and see for yourself!).

Christmas is almost here so I
thought I would write a little
about the origin and history of
some well-known Christmas
songs (as opposed to Christmas
carols), singles and albums.  

What was the most famous? The
most popular?  I’ll tell you some of
my personal favourites and make
some recommendations for Christ-
mas listening.

Probably the most famous Christ-
mas song is Jingle Bells.  It was
written by James Lord Pierpont in
1857 and was originally titled One
Horse Open Sleigh. Jingle Bells
was not meant to be a Christmas
song. The song was first performed
at a Thanksgiving church service
and was never intended to be a
Christmas staple. 

If you listen carefully to the
lyrics, you will notice there is in
fact no mention of Christmas,
Thanksgiving or any holiday, for
that matter. The song became asso-
ciated with Christmas only decades
after it was performed.

It may come as no surprise to

many of you that the biggest-selling
Christmas song of all time is Bing
Crosby’s White Christmas.

Not only is White Christmas
the best-selling Christmas

single, but it is also the best-
selling single of all time, with

estimated sales in excess of 50
million copies worldwide.

When the figures for other ver-
sions of the song are added to
Crosby’s, sales of the song exceed
100 million. The irony of this song
is that it was written by Jewish
songwriter Irving Berlin.

To use the words of John Lennon
“So this is Christmas, And what
have you done?” — fairly provoca-
tive words for a Christmas song you
might think, but it was never
penned as a song to celebrate
Christmas.  It was part of the coun-
terculture movement protesting
about America’s involvement in the
Vietnam war and part of a deliber-
ate campaign funded by John
Lennon and Yoko Ono.  Just by the
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MUSIC MATTERS David McClymont

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

way, John Lennon would have
turned 80 this year on the 9th of Oc-
tober.

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer was born out of a department
store marketing assignment. De-
funct Chicago-based department
store Montgomery Ward wanted to
pass out free colouring books to
children during the holiday shop-
ping season of 1939. Copywriter
Robert L. May was tasked with
writing a poem to go in the book-
lets. Remarkably, company presi-
dent Sewell Avery signed over the
poem’s rights to May in late 1946
so that the copywriter could be
compensated for his work. A
decade after the character’s intro-
duction, May’s brother-in-law
Johnny Marks penned a tune to go
along with the poem.

I’m a bit of a sucker for Christ-
mas songs. Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas written by Hugh
Martin and Ralph Blaine for the
1944 film Meet Me in St. Louis is a
favourite. Another classic is The
Christmas Song written by Mel
Torme and Bob Wells. 

Many people would know this
song by its first line, “Chestnuts
roasting on an open fire”. Nat King
Cole’s version of this song would
melt the heart of the hardest of
Christmas Scrooges.

The biggest selling Christmas
album of all time is Elvis Presley’s
Elvis’ Christmas Album released in
1957. It has sold about 20 million
copies worldwide. Among the top
10 Christmas albums you’ll also
find Kenny G, Nat King Cole, Ce-
line Dion and Johnny Mathis.

I am the proud owner of several
Christmas albums. I highly recom-
mend Kelly Clarkson’s Wrapped In

Red. The album contains familiar
classics plus a number of self-
penned songs which display her
considerable writing abilities. 

Another excellent album is
Christmas Cheers by acapella
group Straight No Chaser. This 10-
member ensemble provide an enter-
taining mix of well-known and
not-so-well-known Christmas
songs. For more traditional fare I
recommend Michael Buble’s
Christmas Deluxe Special Edition,
a class album in every respect.

I have enjoyed writing about
music for the past couple of
months. I take this opportunity to
wish you all a happy and safe
Christmas period. Enjoy the com-
pany of family and friends and
don’t forget to put some music on.
In the words of Irving Berlin, “let’s
face the music and dance”.

regard to the works around Jingle-
money, Brick Kiln Bridge and out
the front of our place, just back
from St Paul’s. 

We recently owner-built a new
house and as part of the DA were
asked/told to contribute $8,000 to-
wards the upkeep of Cooma Rd
(Section 94). At the time I was a bit
put out, but given the current road-
works, I’m feeling a little less ag-
grieved.

Anyway, I know the Council
cops its fair share of grief (a lot of
it justified) but when they do the
right thing, I think a shout out is in
order.

Dave McKendry
Bendoura

I can sit in my wheelchair on my
own front verandah and ‘log’ driv-
ers with my binoculars and stop-
watch and look at all the above
gentry as they enter this blind cor-
ner at 80km/h in a 60km/h zone.
Watch out chaps; Grandpa is out to
catch you!

Tony Shepherd
Braidwood

Thought I’d give a bit of a shout
out to our local government reps
at QPRC. 

We live 20 km out of town on
Cooma Rd and I’d like to pass on
my thanks for the effort they’re put-
ting into improving the condition of
our little old road. With particular
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Lifestyle options 

As you care for and bond with your baby in
the initial few months, it is also important to
look after your own health and wellbeing.

Getting enough sleep as you adjust to your
baby’s sleeping patterns, establishing a feeding
routine and caring for your own health can be a
balancing act. 

Research suggests that breastfeeding is the
best nutrition for your baby but at times you can
face some common problems such as the baby
not latching on properly, dry sore nipples or
mastitis, which is when a blocked milk duct
causes inflammation of breast tissue usually due
to a bacterial infection. 

The common symptoms of mastitis are pain,
swelling, redness around the breast area, fever,
muscle aches and pains. Your pharmacist can ad-
vise you on how to reduce the likelihood of get-
ting mastitis through, for example, feeding
regularly, completely emptying one breast be-
fore moving onto the next, or expressing your
breast milk regularly, particularly if your breasts
are engorged. 

If you need to take any medicines whilst
breastfeeding your baby, always tell your phar-
macist. They can advise you on what is safe for
you and your baby. 

New mums should aim to eat healthy nutri-
tious food. It is also important to drink plenty of
water and rest well to help with breastmilk sup-
ply. Try to make daily exercise part of your rou-
tine by going for a walk whilst your baby sleeps
in the pram. Regular exercise and catching up
with friends may assist with managing the ‘baby
blues’ (postnatal depression). For example, con-
sider joining a parents’ group in your local area. 

Talk to your pharmacist about contraception
options to assist you with family planning whilst
you are breastfeeding.

Pharmacy options 

Fever and pain
Your baby can get head colds or viral infec-
tions causing pain and fever which may re-
quire medicines. 

Your pharmacist can advise you on the appro-
priate pain and fever medicines and the correct
dose to give. They can also suggest suitable
saline drops for blocked noses, vaporisers or
chest rubs. 

Gut problems in babies:
Babies may experience feeding problems or
other digestive issues like colic or reflux. 

Reflux can be a normal part of your baby ad-
justing to feeding and usually does not require
medicines, but if it continues to be a problem,
talk to your pharmacist. Some babies suffer from
wind or colic and your pharmacist can discuss
any serious signs that suggest you should see a
doctor. 

Sometimes digestive problems such as vom-
iting, diarrhoea or constipation can also occur in
babies. Breastfeeding babies don’t often get con-
stipation, but your pharmacist can advise you
what foods may be best avoided by you during
breastfeeding. Babies under 6 months of age
only need breastmilk or infant formula, but they
can be given boiled and cooled water from about
the age of 6 months. With formula fed babies
your pharmacist can explain how to make for-
mula correctly, which formula is most suitable
and what to do if your baby develops constipa-
tion or allergic reactions. If your baby has vom-
iting or diarrhoea, your pharmacist can also
advise you about feeding frequency and the best
oral rehydration fluids. Dehydration in babies
can occur quickly and is a serious risk, so seek
advice early from your health professional if
your baby is vomiting and/or has diarrhoea.
Skin considerations in babies:
Babies may also experience skin irritations
such as nappy rash and eczema. 

Some babies get cradle cap where large,
greasy, yellow or brown scales appear on the
scalp. Your pharmacist can advise you on the
best skin care creams, ointments, washes and
shampoos to use for your baby to keep their skin
healthy. They may refer you to a doctor if re-
quired. 
When considering sunscreen for babies,
remember: 
• A baby’s skin is sensitive and can burn easily. 
• If babies are kept out of the sun or well pro-

tected from UV by clothing, hats and shade,
then sunscreen need only be used occasionally
on very small areas of a baby’s skin. 

• The use of sunscreen on babies under six
months old is not recommended. 

• When using sunscreen, choose one that is suit-
able for babies such as a sensitive or toddler
sunscreen. These are just as protective, but
much gentler on their skin. Sensitive and tod-
dler sunscreens usually use reflecting ingredi-
ents such as zinc oxide and avoid ingredients
and preservatives that may cause reactions in
young skin. 

• If you are concerned about reactions to sun-
screen, Cancer Council recommends perform-

BRAIDWOOD’S BABIES OF 2020
Your new baby and you
Bente Hart with tips on how your Chemist can help

Medication for fever and pain in
children:
The two main medications used for pain and
fever in children are Paracetamol and Ibupro-
fen.

Please be aware that they both are sold under
many different sales names so check the bottle
for the active ingredients before you use it.

In relation to fever children tolerate a low-
grade fever (eg 38-38.5°C) well, and often re-
spond to fluids and comfort, and may not need
medication. 
Some tips for dosing to prevent errors:
• Base dose on weight, not age; but if the child

is obese, use the average weight-for-age dose
recommendation on the product lable. Or put
a different way, if your child is light for age
use their weight for dosing, if your child is big
for their age use the age for dosing. And if you
are unsure please ask us at the pharmacy. 

• Be aware that there are different strengths of
products available. Hence it is recommended
that you only keep one strength at home. 
For both pain and fever paracetamol is the

first medication of choice and if this do not work
then Ibuprofen is you next choice. 

Specifically, for Ibuprofen to reduce adverse
effects only use it for the shortest time needed.
And ensure adequate hydration to reduce risk of
kidney injury. You should not give Ibuprofen to
a dehydrated child.  ... continued on page 10
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Aubree Sheridan Jeffery –
29 February

Ace Williams – 19 June

Cara Jay King – 2 July

Ernest Zephyr Alexander Shain – 
9 July

Taj Joseph Mathie – 24 April

Van Campbell Neum   
25 Septembe

Wiley Graham McNamara –  

BRAIDWOOD’S
2020 MODELS

Faces of the future

Kaletti Fairleigh McGlone – 
6 February
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Eric Thomas Watson – 24 January

Eva Grace Singleton – 17 March

Declan Keith Nicholas –
26 March

Ellie Luana McCarroll – 14 May

Amelia Marie Kew – 13 August
  mann – 

 er

   –14 October
Sage Harper Bourke – 5 November

Eloan Martin Godbee – 
11 December



ing a ‘usage test’ before applying
a new sunscreen. Put a small
amount of the product on the in-
side of a baby’s forearm for a few
days to check if their skin reacts,
before applying it to the rest of
their body. 

• While the usage test may show
whether the skin is sensitive to an
ingredient in the sunscreen, it
may not always indicate an al-
lergy, as this may also occur after
repeated use of the product. 

• If you observe any unusual reac-
tion, stop using the sunscreen im-
mediately and seek medical
attention for the child. 
If your child does a lot of outdoor

activities and exercise, take regular
breaks and provide plenty of fluids.
Teething
Teething problems are also com-
mon in babies. Although teething
is a normal part of your baby’s de-
velopment it can cause some
drooling, pain or discomfort. 

Your pharmacist can advise you
about cool teething rings, gels or
powders that can provide some
 relief. 
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... continued from page 7

Your new baby and you

Merry
Christmas
to all from
Braidwood
Preschool

The Braidwood Preschool
children and their families en-
joyed a warm evening Christ-
mas party at the preschool last
week. 

The Braidwood Fire and
Rescue team very kindly gave
Santa a free ride to the pre-
school on the fire engine and
the children sang songs and got
to tell Santa what was on their
Santa list.

And then later, in the blink of an eye ...
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The upgrade at Braidwood Cen-
tral School is being delivered in
stages and is progressing well. 

Part of Stage 1 was completed on
the 3rd December with the school
taking possession of two learning
spaces, core facilities, and adminis-
tration and staff facilities (Building
A, Building 4 and Building F).

Stage 1 balance of works includ-
ing building T will be complete and
ready for the school to use in early
2021.

Upgrades at BCS
Braidwood Central School Business Manager Jodi Blinco

Construction of Stage 2 is about
to start and will add an additional
six general learning spaces (Build-
ing 1) and two specialised learning
spaces (Building 2).
Next steps:
• Removal of 3 existing demount-

able buildings from the site
• L Block to be relocated to Na-

rooma High School
• Preparatory work for Building 2

in advance of construction.

November 2020 saw the comple-
tion of ’s on-ground rehydration
work at a Bellmount Forest prop-
erty 50km north of Canberra, and
another at a Wamboin property
25km east of Canberra.

Construction on both sites has fo-
cused on repairing eroded gullies
and reintroducing functionality into
the watercourse. The presence of
highly sodic soils at both sites cre-
ated a unique challenge for our
landscape planners but one that
Peter Hazell, Cam Wilson, Anne
Gibson and Bill McAlister, Joe

Mulloon’s Wamboin and
Bellmount Forest projects
completed
From the Mulloon Institute newsletter

LANDSCAPE REPAIR

Skuse and Damon Mudge were
only too happy to meet. 

Excavators were bought on-site
to arrange huge amounts of earth
into rock ramps and dam spill ways. 
These structures are designed

to slow high energy water
flows and transform what
were once degrading rain
and floods into events that

improve the landscape.
As vegetation planted on bare

soil becomes more established, it
will help to establish root biomass
in the soil structure as well as in-
crease surface roughness. These
measures will slow surface water
flow, allowing for more water infil-
tration and protect the soil from fur-
ther erosion. 

Mulloon Consulting is excited to
witness the progression of these
sites over the coming years. In the
high rainfall events that were once
very damaging, it will be exciting
to see how the landscapes improve
thanks to our interventions.

These projects mark the spread of
the science, practices and ideas cul-
tivated at the Mulloon Institute
across the Australian landscape. We
are excited for all future projects
and look forward to working with
more passionate landowners.

The degraded creek and [below] with
rock walls and ponds installed.

ABOUT THE PLACE

Lyn Ellis and Murray McCracken hawking garlic on Con’s Corner.
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Alpine Ash, Eucalyptus delegatensis
Name: Botanical – first collected from the Delegate area in the
Snowy Monaro region. Common name – Alpine high country, Ash
timbers resemblance in colour to the European Ash.  It can obtain
heights of 20 – 40 m and occasionally 90 m with a girth of 2 – 3 m
on good sites. It is very frost tolerant, enjoys an annual rainfall be-
tween 700 – 2500 mm across its range from Tasmania to South East-
ern Australia, it does well on granites and basalts and prefers cooler,
southerly or easterly aspect and is well adapted to mountainous
country.
Its heartwood is generally straight grained, yellow to pink brown,
open textured and with a density of around 610 kg/m3 is easily
worked but is best used internally because of its low durability. Be-
sides pulp (!!!) it has a number of practical uses including cooper-
age, oars, general (weather protected, construction), furniture,
plywood, flooring, paneling, joinery, agricultural implements and
tool handles. It is a major timber of Tasmania and Victoria, wood
coming from Tasmania is often mixed with mountain ash and sold
under the trade name of Tasmanian Oak.
Mesmate Stringybark, Eucalyptus obliqua
Names:  Botanical – Latin – obliquus (oblique), the base of the leaf
is oblique and are asymmetrical to each other and makes for an eas-
ily identifiable characteristic of the tree. Interestingly this was the
first named Eucalyptus species when a young seaman, David Nelson
collected a sample in 1777 on Bruny Island south of Tasmania on
Cook’s third voyage. The actual naming of the genus Eucalyptus
did not occur for some time after the collection took place. It was a
French botanist, James L’Heriter who was working at the British
museum.
Mesmate can reach height between 45 and 90 m with a girth of 2 –
3 m on better sites and prefers quality loams. Across it’s geograph-
ical from Tasmania, Victoria and scattered tablelands and coastal
NSW locations it is able to tolerate severe frosts and rainfall down
to 500 mm.
The heart wood is light brown to brown and is moderately durable
and is generally straight grained. The wood is moderately strong
and hard, splits readily, easily worked and has a density of 780 –
830 kg/m3. Because of it is so wide spread along the eastern sea
board it is one of Australia’s important hardwood species. Besides
pulp (!!!!) it is used in general construction, paneling, furniture,
flooring and is readily steam bent.
Manna Gum, Ribbon Gum Eucalyptus vimi-
nalalis
Names: Botanical – Latin – viminalis (bearing long flexible twigs)
refers to the resemblance to the English Osier Willow which is used
in basket making and weaving. The common name refers to the
white sugary exudate which falls from young leaves. The trees are
a favorite feeding tree for a number of possum species including the
greater glider and the yellow bellied glider. If you’re lucky enough
to witness this event the gliders hang upside down on the trees trunk
and make an incision to access the energy rich sap. Individual trees
are used for a long time and the evidence of the possums visits can
be witnessed by the short, horizontal scares left at various places on
the trees trunk. The other common name of ribbon gum refer to the
long strips of bark that are shed from the trunk and branches of the
tree.

The heart wood has a light pink to pale yellow colour and although
not very strong or durable (730 kg/m3) is used for building frames,
flooring paneling, joinery and of course, you guessed it pulp (!!!!!)
White Ash, White Mountain Ash, Eucalyptus
fraxinoudes
Names: Both botanical and common names refer to the resemblance
of the timber to ash of northern Europe, Fraxinus. It has a very lim-
ited geographical occurrence from the north eastern corner of Vic-
toria through to the higher edges of our region on the southern
tablelands. It is one of the dominant canopy species on the mid to
higher slops of the Budawang Ranges and before the area was de-
clared a National Park in 1977 was one of the dominant saw logs
sourced from the area. These days, at least locally it is in short sup-
ply. 
The heartwood is a straw-coloured to light brown, generally open
grained and has a density of 670 kg/m3. It is used in general con-
struction, furniture, paneling, joinery and NOT for pulp (yea).

The Good Wood Part 2
Agroforestry timber species for this area
Richard Stone runs Currockbilly Mountain Nursery and consults on revegetation projects

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone
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REGIONAL REAL ESTATE AT A GLANCE

Majors Creek EOI
155 Wallaces Gap Road
THE HOUSE built in 1989, features
north facing timber kitchen and dining
room, cosy lounge area with wood
fireplace with oven and two generous
downstairs bedrooms plus an upstairs
loft bedroom.THE ART STUDIO is the
perfect place to get creative,
surrounded by the peace and quiet of
nature, the studio overlooks the
cottage garden and pond and has a
wood fire and lots of natural
light. THE LAND is 38.44 acres of
light grazing land suitable for horses
or a herd of sheep, it is divided into
four paddocks with a large spring fed
dam. There’s also an established
orchard. SHEDDING includes
multiple smaller sheds, chook run and
a huge barn. This space has a
mezzanine level and is insulated and
lined in sections. It has so much
potential to be more i.e teenagers
retreat, guest accommodation or air
BnB. OTHER FEATURES include
large cement water tank, internet via
satellite NBN and mobile reception
plus land line phone.

Majors Creek $599,000
22 Hill Street
Large family home situated on a
3,624sqm (approx ). garden block
with inground pool, located in the
country town of Majors Creek.THE
HOUSE is a brick veneer Beechwood
home and offers the discerning buyer
space for the entire family with formal
lounge and dining and open plan
living complete with cosy combustion
wood fire. The kitchen offers plenty of
storage with breakfast bench and
large pantry. There are four good size
bedrooms, the main with an ensuite
and walk in robe. OTHER
FEATURES include carpet in
bedrooms, bamboo flooring through
living areas, double lock up garage, 2
x 22,000ltr water tanks, enviro cycle
septic, R/C air conditioning, ADSL2
internet and good mobile reception.
The school bus picks up, bin
collection and mail collection is true
country style at the local pub.

Belle Property Braidwood
78 Wallace Street, Braidwood NSW 
Office  02 4842 1029
Mobile  0466 632 696

Contact Kelly Allen at Belle Property on 0466 632 696.

belleproperty.com/braidwood

Braidwood EOI
11210 Nerriga Road
The HOUSE features soaring
ceilings, generous rooms and rustic
character. The open plan living room
offers plenty of natural light and cosy
fireplace and opens out onto a paved
entertainment area overlooking the
established garden and lily pond. The
near new gourmet kitchen features
900mm gas cooking and is finished
with striking limestone benches.
There is a spacious downstairs
bedroom with adjacent room suitable
for a home office or child’s room and
a combined bathroom/laundry.
Upstairs the master bedroom is
complete with ensuite and deep
luxurious bathtub. THE LAND is 4.94
acres approx. with two grazing
paddocks suitable for a couple of
horses or a handful of sheep. OTHER
FEATURES include r/c air
conditioning x 2, town water and
water tanks, septic tank for sewage,
excellent phone and internet
reception. SHEDDING includes
double garage and workshop, carport
and horse shelter. 

Mitchell Smithers
0427 637 257

Suzanne Carter
0473 888 337

Charleys Forest EOI
1108 Charleys Forest Road
This cosy cottage is set snug into the
landscape and is situated on a 16-
acre farming block with permanent
water, basalt soil and lush pastures
making the property a productive plot.
This cosy country cottage offers a
living room with Nectre fireplace,
modern kitchen and bathroom, two
good size bedrooms a third room
suitable as a home office or bedroom.
Other features include:- Orchard,
chook pens, three paddocks plus a
large paddock, veggie patches and
established garden. Main power plus
two water tanks. Tandem garage plus
workshop area. Permanent creek –
Nettleton Creek, three springs.
Suitable to run sheep, a handful of
cattle or horses.

Monga $750,000
4161 Kings Highway 
A very unique 73 acre property
adjoining Monga National Park with 1
km frontage to the pristine
Mongarlowe River, there is also a
spring fed dam that's always kept full
by a mountain stream.
Being in a high rainfall area plus
adding in fertile basalt soils make this
property ideal for many exotic
horticultural pursuits with a large 5
acre area already fenced to keep the
wildlife out.
The Farm is frequently home to the
‘Monga mist’ and cool summer nights.
There is a 2 storey American barn
that has been partially converted into
a weekender (email agent for
pictures) and a small studio.

Braidwood $1,370,000
214 Bombay Road
Executive Residence!
Beautifully designed contemporary
executive residence, nestled between
Mt Gillamatong and Gillamatong
Creek, with views of the surrounding
rolling hills and yet only 2km from the
historic town of Braidwood, NSW. 
New in 2012 this meticulously
maintained, single level, three/four
bedroom home, has been
constructed from ‘Thermacel’ (as
featured on Grand Designs Australia)
which ensures thermally efficient
comfortable living year round.  With
oversized bedrooms and living
spaces the family lounge/dining and
kitchen are extremely spacious and
enjoy the stunning outlook to the
picturesque countryside.  The
combustion fire efficiently heats the
entire home in winter, courtesy of the
fully insulated internal and external
walls and the Thermacell
construction.

Araluen $785-$825,000
33 Hospital Hill Road
Beautiful gardens set in the
picturesque Araluen Valley with views
to the surrounding mountain
escarpment and the valleys rolling
hills.
Enjoy the well maintained park-like
gardens which have all the
infrastructure for a self-sustainable
lifestyle. 
This property has two dwellings which
provide the opportunity to live in one
and rent out the other offering the
option for home with income. 
2 bedroom residence, kitchen,
bathroom and open plan lounge
dining, combustion fire, ceiling fans.
Self-contained 1 bed residence,
kitchen and bathroom, living
space,combustion fire, ceiling fans.  -
180sqm shed - enormous with
storage cupboards and shelving,
perfect for home business,  - Covered
Spa area, - Large Chicken Coop, -
Reliable Bore, - Beautifully
maintained park-like gardens, - Solar
hot water, - Mains power, - Water
tanks off each residence.

Hereford Hall $1,550,000
756 Hereford Hall Road
The Hereford Hall area is known for
its fertile soil and high rainfall and this
is exactly what this property has to
offer. In total the property covers
approx. 440 acres, 120 acres of that
is old growth forest so finding
firewood is never a hard task. The
land has been pasture improved over
the years and the owners currently
have a successful crop of rye grass in
the front paddock. There are 14 main
paddocks and 7 smaller paddocks
around the house.
Water is never an issue with 13 dams
the majority of them being spring fed
and if that isn't enough there is also
approx. 1.8kms of the pristine
Jerrabattgulla Creek that provides
permanent water year round and is
also home to a number of mountain
trout.
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Tombarra by the Mongarlowe

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

Re-opened for business with social distancing

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

A few Saturdays ago, in the
peaceful Vanilla courtyard, behind
The Altenburg, a Death café was
held.

Local ‘Death Walker’ and ‘Ten-
derling’, Catherine Bell hosted the
gathering, supported by Tender Fu-
nerals founder, Jenny Briscoe-
Hough.  

What’s a Death Walker and a
Tenderling? I hear you ask. 

A Death Walker is someone who
has trained with The Natural Death
Care Centre.  Catherine completed
this training in 2015, when she was
driven to know more about dying in
preparation for her grandmother’s
death.  As many Braidwoodians
know, Catherine is a birth advocate
and author of The Birth Map.

She saw many parallels
between dying and birthing,
both being, as she sees it,
‘overly medicalised and

dehumanised’.

She became a ‘Tenderling’ when
she teamed up with Tender Funer-
als, to bring a better model of fu-
neral care to our region.

Tender Funerals Australia is a
not-for-profit that was established
to support communities interested
in starting a Tender in their local
community. 

The Tender Funerals model has
the following core characteristics: 
• No one should be unable to ac-

cess a meaningful funeral
• No one should go into debt as a

result of paying for a funeral
• We are not-for-profit

• We do not distribute funds to
other programs/initiatives

• We take a whole-of-community
approach

• We operate under a common set
of essential values

• We provide person-centred serv-
ices and supports

• We believe in transparency and
choice.
The original Tender Funerals was

established in 2016 in Port Kembla
to provide funeral services to those
in need. After three years of suc-
cessfully operating and growing na-
tional interest, Tender Funerals
Australia was established. 

Tender Funerals Australia is a
not-for-profit that was established
to support communities interested
in starting a Tender in their local
community.  Through a social fran-
chising agreement, Tender Funerals
Australia provides local communi-
ties with key intellectual property,
capacity building and specialised
training.

Catherine is working with a team
in Canberra to bring Tender to our
region, and to ensure this service is
available to Braidwood and sur-
rounds.  Part of this mission in-
cludes increasing death literacy in
the community, through events like
the Death Café.

During the gathering, Advanced
Care planning, funeral options and
personal stories were shared.  More
events are planned, so please con-
nect with Catherine if you are keen
to know more or come along to an
event.  https://www.tenderfuner
als.org/find-a-location/tender-can
berra-and-regions

A tender way to die
Robin Tennant-Wood

And speaking of coming to an end ...
Paul Cockram

This is the last edition of Braid-
wood’s Changing Times for 2020.

Robin Tennant-Wood and I pub-
lished BCT #1 on 29 April this year
just after the Braidwood Times went
missing in action. The response
from the community has been en-
tirely positive and for me, as a life-
long print producer, to see that so
many people want to turn pages as
much as scroll down the screen is
enormously gratifying.

We’ll be back in January 2021,

ready to face the new year with re-
newed optimism. I’m pleased with
the way the paper is going and if
you keep reading it, we’ll keep pro-
ducing it.

The small format and fortnightly
production may not be as ‘big time’
as the paper we replaced, but we’ll
do our best to keep the standard of
the stories and their presentation to
a high standard.

All the best for the holidays, stay
safe and we’ll see you next year.



St Bede’s Parish
Third Sunday of Advent Reflec-
tion on the Gospel Reflection on
the Gospel. 

Our common understanding of
the word ‘witness’ tends to be re-
lated to legal situations: providing
a witness statement or acting as a
witness to a fact in court. The use
of witness in this gospel carries a
different connotation: to provide
witness through action and lifestyle
that draws others to wonder about
and perhaps come to accept the mo-
tivating belief. 

It is this understanding of witness
that all Christians are called to pro-
vide. We are called to witness to our
beliefs in the way that we live our
lives, engage with others and hold
to certain truths. Of course, there
are some Christians who believe
that their witness needs to be more
obvious and more clearly stated.
They feel that providing witness, or
testimony, to their faith through
spoken proclamation has a greater
potential to change lives. 

Whether we choose to witness
through our words or through our
actions it is essential that both
words and actions have integrity;
that there is no clash between what
we proclaim and the way we live.

Greg Sunter

Weekday Masses: Tuesday and
Thursday at 10.00am in the Church. 
Meditation: Thursdays at

10.30am in the Presbytery.
Adoration: Fridays 9am-10 am 
Social Justice Group: meets in

the Church Sunday 7th February
2021 at 10.30am.
Christmas Masses: 5pm Family

Mass; 7pm Vigil Mass. Bookings
will be either online at:
https://www.trybooking.com/BMYAJ
or phone/text Helen on 0430
169 849. 
Bookings for Family Mass will be
in Families; 7pm to be booked as
individuals. Bookings open 1 De-
cember and close 23 December.
Please let any family coming home
for Christmas know that they (or
you) must book to be sure of a place
at their Mass of choice. Bookings
are limited due to the Covid restric-
tions. 

Araluen Stations of the Cross:
3.00pm First Friday of every
month, commenced 4 December.
All welcome.

Reconciliation this year will take
place within Mass on Saturday
night 19 December – as an ex-
tended penitential Rite at the begin-
ning of the December 19 Mass.
Please come along if you can.

Markets in Ryrie Park:
8am - 2pm next Saturday. 
We have missed our markets so

let us support them as well as we
can. 

Produce; Crafts; Plants; Antiques
& Collectibles; Trash & Treasure; 

Monthly wood Raffle; Donations
of cooking etc gratefully accepted.                                                

Enquiries: Geraldine 4847 5061
AH.

Uniting Church
Christmas is coming. The shops
are full of gift ideas, decorations,
and encouragement to celebrate
with others over plump, colourful
food. 

It’s easy to get drawn into the tin-
sel of gifts, decorations and food,
and forget why we gather at Christ-
mas time. We gather to celebrate the
birth of Jesus, who brings unique
gifts, decorations and food for our
spiritual journey. Jesus is the ulti-
mate gift, the divine taking on
human form, gifting humanity with
healing, wholeness and relationship. 

Jesus invites us to eternally dec-
orate our lives with hope, peace,
joy, and love. Jesus invites us to the
eternal feast of the resurrected
Lamb. 

The heavenly feast is never fat-
tening, yet it brings colour, depth
and aroma to our spiritual lives that
can be truly delicious. There are
many layers to the meaning we
bring to Christmas celebrations if
we choose to take a moment and re-
flect on what this season is truly
about.

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

A SPECIAL GIFT
So often we see the month of De-
cember as a time of frenetic action
involving a whole range of activ-
ities to prepare for the looming
prospect of Christmas, school hol-
idays, special celebrations and
family get-togethers. 

Shopping for sumptuous food or
extravagant gifts and presents, often
consumes much of our time. In the
midst of all the turbulence do we
ever stop to think of the ‘reason for
the season’?

The season of Advent is prima-
rily a time of preparation, a time to
contemplate and reflect on the most
precious gift ever bestowed on hu-
manity. It is a time to look beyond
the bright lights of insatiable con-
sumerism, dressed up in shop win-
dows and seductive advertising

campaigns, and think about why we
celebrate Christmas at all. We have
become so conditioned to having
everything in the present, in the
here and now, that it is easy to for-
get the coming of Jesus as Messiah
also facilitated an eternal destiny
for those who respond to the Ad-
vent messages of hope, readiness,
joy, love and light. Indeed, these are
the intended emphases when we
light up the five Advent candles
over a five week period.  

It is acknowledged that most, if
not all of us, encounter our greatest
problem because eternal paradigms
always seem so remote, somewhere
on the never-never, awaiting fulfil-
ment. At Advent we should again
ask the questions that really matter
about authenticity, integrity, rele-
vance and sustainability of God’s
eternal promises to his people. In
twenty-first century modernism
many critics of biblical promises
dismiss them as obsolete or irrele-
vant. There are any number of di-
versions and distractions to take our
hearts and minds off the God of our
salvation and his abiding promises.
2 Peter, Chapter 3 addresses some
of these doubts and uncertainties.
Verses 2 and 3 are pertinent in this
regard; “you should remember the
words spoken in the past by the
holy prophets, and the command-
ment of the Lord and Saviour spo-
ken through the apostles. First of all
you must understand this, that in the
last days scoffers will come, scoff-
ing and indulging their own lusts
and saying, ‘Where is the promise
of his coming?’ “

Peter is quite deliberate and pre-
cise in the reasons why God’s
promise of another intervention in
human affairs cannot be rejected.
The reality check is that God deter-
mines the timing and mode of fu-
ture intervention, any delay is quite
intentional and exhibits extreme pa-
tience so that (V9); ‘God is keeping
open the door of repentance for as
long as possible’.

There is an urgency about Peter’s
call to holy living, not only in view
of the fact that Christ could return
at any moment, but equally as an
act of gratitude to God for his pa-
tient forbearance. Note particularly
verse 14; “So then, dear friends,
since you are looking forward to
this, make every effort to be found
spotless, blameless and at peace
with God”.          

Rev. Rick Lewis
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Braidwood Golf Club will be
holding its junior golf clinic again
this January. 

This event, held over three days,
has proved very popular over the
past eight years that it has been
held, with many youngsters acquir-
ing the basic skills of mastering the
hand-eye coordination necessary
for the long and short elements of
the game.

A recent ‘graduate’ of the junior
golf clinic, Nelson Sargent, has
taken up the game at club level and,
now playing off a handicap of 19, is
playing in a tournament in Sydney
next week.

Co-ordinator of the upcoming
clinic, Virginia Groot Obbink, said

that it’s pleasing to see more and
more girls participating in the clinic
and hopefully taking up the sport as
a result.

The clinic will have the services
of Damon Welsford, the PGA Pro-
fessional from Royal Canberra Golf
Club, who will instruct participants,
and volunteer members of the
Braidwood Golf Club will be on
hand to assist.

This is a great opportunity for
children and teens to not only learn
a set of skills that will serve them
well in the future (think how many
political and corporate decisions are
made on golf courses!), but to have
three days of outdoor fun at the end
of the holidays.
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Nurturing next-gen golfers

BRAIDWOOD SERVICEMENS GOLF CLUB
Coronation Avenue, Braidwood

Open to children and their friends who have an interest in
learning golf or developing their skills and are aged between
5 and 15yrs. Children will be involved in skill development,
playing on the course, a final day BBQ and presentation.

Parents are invited to attend the presentation.
No prior golf experience is necessary.

Cost: $30
Register: Go to mygolf.org.au and enter postcode 2622

Select: Braidwood Golf Club School Holiday Golf Program 2021
Contact: Virginia Groot Obbink — vgobbink@gmail.com

— 0438 473 297

WED 20 JANUARY
THUR 21 JANUARY

FRI 22 JANUARY
8:45AM-12.15PM

BBQ & Presentation on final day
COACH: PGA PROFESSIONAL 

DAMON WELSFORD

SCHOOL HOLIDAY GOLF PROGRAM 2021

Left to right – Adam McKay, Steven Webb, Phil Selmes (Lemke Timber Training)
Steve Cirovski and Thomas Stokes learning the tricks of chainsawing.

Trent Arkleysmith and Rachel Johnstone entertain the passersby.

Two of our most venerable artists, Jack Featherstone and Robin Wallace-Crabbe
at BRAG for the launch of the ‘Art on Fire’ exhibition and book.

ABOUT THE PLACE
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Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

GOLF NEWS

STOP PRESS

Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,
43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant-Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram

STAR TIMES
Anthraciteforsoreeyes
The federal government has just re-
leased its latest future energy usage
meddling ... sorry, modelling.
It’s subtitled, ‘Protecting the Family
Joules’ and it’s a gas. The clever-
dicks in the Department of Energy
have worked out a way to make the
figures look good. One graph line
shows what they were planning to
do last year and the other shows
what they’re now planning — and
it shows a great improvement. Of
course the line showing what
they’ve actually achieved is super -
fluous so it’s been left off.
I’mjustcrazyboutyoubaby
Come back again Daddy Cool.
No, sorry it’s not that sort of
comeback — it’s the gumment’s
new slogan, ‘OUR COMEBACK’.
Says the newspaper ad, “Aust -
ralian business will ‘receive’
lower taxes and other incentives
... etc”. Let’s hope their under -
standing of economics is better
that their grasp of language.
Millionairesfactorylurking
Fast money takes on a new mean-
ing with Macquarie Bank’s bid to
run the state’s speed cameras.
“Nice little earner guv’nor, eh?
Revenue into the state coffers to
pay for transport and schools
from camera-detected offences in
January 2019 was $27,716. Last Jan-
uary it was $1.75 million so of
course it’s now become far too lu-
crative a non-discretionary cash
cow to stay in public ownership.
Intriplicateifyouplease
You might think that Performance
Indicators is a shop in Fyshwick
that sells rear LED lights for your
trailer but you’d be wrong. It is in
fact what the government trots
out, yet again, when under -
funding leads to poor outcomes.
Teachers, for instance, just need to
be adequately resourced rather
than kept in after school filling in
Form 22: ‘Is mindless paperwork
driving you to drink? – Tick one
box only’.
Makesyouwannacurlupndie
But even if you have a poor prog-
nosis and are enduring debilitat-
ing pain the hardliners in the
government are going to keep you
ticking over. What a cheek! Reli-
gious freedom is not about telling
other people what’s best for them.
Allhailcyberspookydudes
There is a man who owns my phone
On another’s app I browse alone
The dinner man brings my food
eBoy knows that shops are screwed
Apple, Insta, Uber, Twitter
Add Amazon we’re just ducks a sitter
Who are these blokes, who put them

there?
Whose power comes from market

share
Consumers are such easy marks
That now we’re ruled by oligarchs.

Ladies A Grade Champion: Deb 
Ferguson

Men’s A grade Champion: Michael
Toirkens

Men’s Nett champion: Mark
Newman

Ladies Nett champion: Robin Tennant-
Wood

Braidwood Golf Club held its
 annual presentation dinner last
Saturday night. This is the culmi-
nation of the year’s competitions.

The dinner held at the Service-
men’s Club and catered by Vanilla
Catering. Thanks to Donna Kuhn
and her team of volunteers for
preparing the hall for the function,
and to the club captains, Mark
Newman and Michelle Henry, for
their smooth running of the awards. 
Club Championships
CLUB CHAMPIONS GROSS:

Deb Ferguson; Michael
Toirkens

RUNNERS-UP GROSS:
Virginia Groot Obbink; Brendan
Sly

B GRADE CHAMPION 
Rodney Royds

NETT Champions: Robin Tennant
Wood; Mark Newman

First 18 Nett winners: Di Free-
man; Michael Fitzgerald

Second 18 Nett winner: Donna
Kuhn; Nelson Sargent

Third 18 Nett winners: Margy
Gardner; Nick Fry

Foursomes Championships
CHAMPIONS GROSS: Margy

Gardner & Michelle Henry;
Michael Toirkens & Roger
Hovey

CHAMPIONS NETT:
Di Freeman & Fran McGrath;
John Stahel & Geoff Bowmaker

MIXED FOURSOMES
WINNERS: Michelle Henry &
Mark Newman

MIXED FOURSOMES NETT
WINNERS: Di Freeman & Tom
Duffy

ISOBEL MUTTON TROPHY:
Fran McGrath
JIM LINDWALL TROPHY:
Michael Toirkens
POINT SCORE TROPHY:
Deb Ferguson; Mark Newman
BRAIDWOOD COMMUNITY
BANK TROPHY (10 BEST
NETT): Jackie Clark; Nelson Sar-
gent
BEST GROSS SCORE:
Jackie Clark; Michael Toirkens

Golf ’s night of nights

From the Club

DAARGUN ABORIGINAL
CORP TROPHY BEST NETT
SCORE: Judy Scott; Rod Royds
ECLECTIC GROSS:
Deb Ferguson; Michael
Toirkens
ECLECTIC NETT A Grade:
Donna Kuhn; Andrew Clark
ECLECTIC NETT B Grade:
Barb Stuart; Rod Royds
MEDAL OF MEDALS:
Margy Gardner; Mark Newman 

Finally this trying
year is coming to
an end and
Christmas is
here.
That’s it for us for
2020, stay safe
and we’ll see you
all next year.


