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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
We: 15° 34° 20%
Th: 18° 31° 50%
Fr: 13° 25° 50%
Sat: 10° 23° 30%
Sun: 10° 25° 40%
Mon 13° 25° 50%
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Thanks to a grant from Live
Music Australia for popular local
venue, Smokey Horse in Braid-
wood is set for a tsunami of live
music events over the next twelve
months.

The past year has been lean for
those who make their livings in the
arts. As live venues were forced to
close, the opportunities for per-
forming artists and musicians also
evaporated. There has been no Job-
keeper support available to artists
and venues that support live per-
formance have also suffered.

Live Music Australia, which is
part of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment’s Office of the Arts, is sup-
porting small to medium venues
that stage quality original Aus-
tralian live music. The office is also
committed to promoting and
strengthening live music in regional
areas.

With this in mind, owner of
Smokey Horse, Karuna Bajra -
charya, applied for the grant
through Live Music with the aim of
reinvigorating an area of entertain-
ment in Braidwood that has dwin-
dled with the impact of the past
year.

“We were in a good position to
get the grant,” he said. “We’d done
a couple of fundraisers here in col-
laboration with community organi-
sations and also have a good record
of being a LGBTQ-friendly venue.
We’ve shown that we can adapt and
move with the times. As a result of
COVID indoor restrictions we were
able to increase our outdoor seating.
“The grant will allow us to pay
artists a proper fee. This is a

way of giving back to the
artists who all missed out on

Jobkeeper.”
The aim of the project is to bring

15-20 live music acts to Braidwood
over the next twelve months.
Karuna stressed that they will be
original music acts, as opposed to
cover bands or tribute bands.
“We’ve been in contact with Tim
Rogers (You Am I) and Tim Freed-
man (The Whitlams) and we’re
hoping to be able to get them out
here,” he said. 

The grant itself consisted of two

parts: $20,000 to assist with paying
artists, and $6000 for an upgrade to
equipment and infrastructure.
Karuna said that this will include
not only sound equipment, but cam-
eras and recording equipment
which will enable live shows to be
uploaded in real time to a YouTube
channel. With restrictions on num-
bers of patrons in indoor venues
still in place and likely to be so for
some time, Karuna said that people
can still enjoy the shows even if
they can’t be there in person.

There’s no word yet on when or
what the first act will be, but Braid-
wood seems set to become a re-
gional hub for live original music. 

Live music boost for
popular town venue
Robin Tennant Wood

The minstrel of Mongarlowe, Nick Munnings with daughter Lily.

Local songwriter Lily Morris at the Smokey Horse performing original material
with hew new bandmates Dominic Gorman and Travis Salviejo.

Reporting app
puts council
in the picture
Did you know that you can report
pavement problems, graffiti,
dumped rubbish and other issues
on the spot?

QPRC has announced an app that
allows local residents to report is-
sues straight to council. The app is
free to download from the App
Store and Google Play, use the Snap
Send Solve app to take a photo and
make a report in just a few clicks.



What a contrast this summer has
been compared to the last one. 

The cooler, damper weather has
kept the threat of fires away and the
thru-traffic to and from the coast
has been steady. The sound of
mowers has replaced that of heli-
copters and fire trucks and gardens
are flourishing.

While COVID is still very much
an ongoing risk, most people have
absorbed the recommended risk-re-
ducing practices into their routines
and businesses have complied with
the state government’s rules regard-
ing restrictions on numbers in en-
closed spaces, sign-in codes for the
government app and the provision
of hand sanitiser. It’s all a small
price to pay in order to remain
healthy.

While businesses are still in
recovery from both the fires

early last year and the COVID
lockdown, there’s never been a

better time to keep our
business local. 

There’s an optimism in the air
that was decidedly lacking this time
last year, and with that in mind,
we’ve seen a few new business
faces on the main street. Our farm-
ers’ market continues to grow and
provides a diverse range of locally
grown and seasonal produce as well

as Con’s regular Friday mini-mar-
ket. 

Braidwood continues to
strengthen its reputation as a re-
gional hub for the arts. Altenburg
Gallery has an impressive line-up
of exhibitions for 2021 featuring 17
different artists, and Smokey Horse
is looking at an ambitious program
of up to 20 live original music
shows. The success of last year’s
Lions Young Writers’ Festival and
BRAG’s Art on Fire exhibition
speaks volumes for the future of the
arts locally.

So, welcome to 2021. Braid-
wood’s Changing Times will con-
tinue as your local media organ
with the support of Braidwood
Community Radio 88.9FM – such
connections are the lifeblood of
small communities and we’re proud
to support them as well. We will
continue to source our news locally
and print and distribute in Braid-
wood. Thanks to the subscription
service at the newsagency, we are
now also distributed in the villages
and around the region. 

By keeping our business local
and maintaining a positive focus, all
of us can play a part in growing
local resilience and creating a self-
sustaining community: a town that
people will want to visit and to
which they will want to return.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

A tale of two summers

On Saturday 16 January, Braid-
wood’s three churches are hosting
a Community Commemoration at
the National Theatre from 4.30-
5.10pm. 

Entitled ‘... then there was rain’,
the commemoration acknowledges
the anniversary of the devastating
fires that hounded the Braidwood
region, and the first rainfall culmi-
nating in the massive downpour
that finally put the fires out. It is

The Braidwood Servicemens
Club, proudly sponsored by
Braidwood Community Bank, is
once again organising Barefoot
Bowls this February.

This will be held over 4 Friday
evenings commencing 5th Febru-
ary, 12th February, 19th February
and 26th February.

Each team consists of four partic-
ipants (though an extra is handy if
someone is away).

5.30 pm registration and practice
for a 6pm commencement.

No skills are required and sets of
bowls are available, as well as
bowls players to assist with skills
and tips and tricks.

Barefeet or soft shoes are re-
quired along with the ability to

bend zee knees and waist to roll the
ball!

In addition to the fun on ‘The
lawns’, discount drinks are avail-
able along with;
• Lucky rink draw each week prize

of $200
• ‘Best team over 4 weeks’ prize of

$200
• Free Sausage Sizzle

A great opportunity to get to get
to know more fun people in Braid-
wood, network with colleagues or
members of your social group,
friends  or catch up with extended
family.

$10 per person per week.
Phone Michelle at the Club on

48422108 or Nick at the Bank on
48421700

Eleven year old Anarion Hart has
a bright future ahead as a sculptor,
if his winning piece ‘Blue’ is  any-
thing to go by. 

Anarion entered the Lions/
BRAG Braidwood Festival of
Young Artists last December. His
metalwork fireman was the clear
winner of the Viewers’ Choice
award. He won $50 and a years
membership of BRAG. 

Since then, Anarion has been
busy seeking out scrap metal for his

latest pieces. His new work will be
shown at Julie Baker’s Artworx
Gallery later in the year. BRAG
hopes he will also be exhibiting at
the Arts Centre in future.  

Congratulations Anarion and
keep on  creating! 

Viewers’
Choice won
by Anarion
Maggie Hickey

Feb fun in ’21
Margaret Tuckwell

both an acknowledgement of what
happened and a thanksgiving for
the extraordinary community effort
and the rain which finally extin-
guished the fires, fed the dry
riverbeds and filled out water stor-
ages. Currently COVID restrictions
limit the seating to 90 in the theatre
and other COVID requirements
such as contact details and hand
sanitising will be in place. 

All welcome!

... then
there

was rain
Anne Sanders

Anarion Hart with his winning sculp-
ture ‘Blue.’
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The recent passing of Michael
Jeffery is a great loss to the na-
tion. General Jeffery’s service to
Australia has been outstanding in-
cluding a very distinguished mil-
itary career followed by his
service to Western Australia as
Governor and then to the nation as
Governor General.

I was privileged to have a Gover-
nor General/Minister relationship
with Michael Jeffery during my
time in the Australian Parliament
and then while chairing a subcom-

Australia’s first Salvage Metal
Jewellery Emporium, Vetro e
Metallo (V&M), has relocated
with its retail outlet and show-
room from Park Lane to 68B Wal-
lace Street. 

The new V&M outlet, which is
part of Casanova’s redevelopment,
opposite St Bede’s Church, will
showcase the handmade and upcy-
cled jewellery from V&M’s Park
Lane workshops, together with a
Gallery Wall featuring changing
artworks; Australian-made designer
clothing and handmade giftware. 

The V&M brand has been
founded on more than a decade of
participation in some of Australia’s
foremost artisan fairs. The brand
has a strong wholesale network
throughout Australia and it draws a
significant  V&M following from

V&M on main street
Robin Tennant-Wood

the Sydney, Illawarra, ACT and
South Coast regions, as well as na-
tionally. It has established a strong
online presence that vigorously pro-
motes ‘Destination Braidwood’ and
‘Handmade in Braidwood’, under
the V&M brand.

Another facet of the V&M
business is the trading of

copper and brass wares that
people have in their back sheds

— wire, sheet, coins and
artefacts — for the equivalent
salvage-value in V&M jewellery. 

Co-owner of V&M, Wendy Lees,
said, “after 5 years of Braidwood
trading, we are now pleased to add
to the diversity of the Wallace
Street retail precinct at the Paris
(Silvester) end of town, while sup-
porting local artisan handmade.”

Wendy Lees and Anthony Hoy in the new showroom.

DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week
Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies
Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

Tombarra by the Mongarlowe

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

Re-opened for business with social distancing

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

Vale Major General the Hon
Michael Jeffery AC, AO (Mil), CVO, MC (Retired)

Gary Nairn AO

mittee of Soils for Life. I was de-
lighted when he agreed to become
the Patron of The Mulloon Institute
and he has been an inspiration to
me, the Board and our employees.

General Jeffery leaves wonderful
legacies with many organisations
and none more so than those of us
that shared his passion for healthy
soils. He very much understood the
role of soil, water, plants and ani-
mals in repairing and rebuilding our
landscapes and their role in regen-
erative agriculture.



I am in mourning for the tree on
One Tree Hill within the Braid-
wood Ridge Estate. 

I’d heard it was under threat and
went to see for myself. I wanted to
cry when I saw this landmark tree
that can be seen from several points
in town is now closely ringed by
builder’s safety fencing, suppos-
edly to protect it while all the soil
and rocks from around it are sys-
tematically bulldozed away and
leveled.

One of the main conditions for
the subdivision’s controversial ap-
proval in 2005-06 was that the tree,
(and one would reasonably think,
its hill), would not be touched but a
second amalgamation in 2015 and
the changing ownership of three or
four developers since approval has
distanced all of them from that one
simple condition. How many others
are they quietly ignoring?

What’s one tree, (one that I’ve
seen in the background of several
townscape photographs from at

least the 1970s), matter? It’s a sym-
bol of all the money-grubbing ac-
tivities that are driving us to
extinction.

A philanthropic developer would
see the tree and hill as green space
for the subdivision’s and town resi-
dents’ access where they could sit
and contemplate the surrounding
countryside as we have been doing
since the land was subdivided. 

But philanthropy and develop-
ment are contradictions in terms.
Squeezing that extra buck out of
what’s available is the over-riding
business plan of today and bugger
the rest!

Now, with all the soil removed
from just a few metres below and
around the tree, one can see the po-
tential for storm wash-aways and a
weakening of the tree’s root system.
If it survives the current develop-
ment and building stages but even-
tually weakens due to those same
actions, it will inevitably be consid-
ered a danger to the new residents

who would likely call for it to be cut
down before it falls down.

My default attitude of hope and
positivity finally died at the sight of
this single tree, a symbol of all the
trees and nature that we are so reck-
lessly annihilating for the short-
term financial gains of a few. The
sooner we destroy OUR life support
systems — the forests that create
oxygen and rain; the insects and
bees that live in them and pollinate

our plants and crops; the birds that
eat the insects and also pollinate
plants; the wildlife that fertilises
this land’s delicate soils and keeps
the plant life in balance — only
then will we Human Rats finally die
off, leaving Earth to slowly heal it-
self and in the process evolve new
life forms to replace those lost – but
not us!

Paris Silvester,
Braidwood
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

The approved subdivision plan showing the road around the tree.

Braidwood Radio FM 88.9
Annual General Meeting

Wednesday, 3 February 2021 at 6.00pm
At Braidwood Servicemen’s Club.

All welcome to attend.



Unlike the character Cole Sear in
the film The Sixth Sense, I cannot
‘see dead people’ nor do I think
they vote, like some in the U.S.  

However, I can listen to record-
ings of dead people and this week I
thought I’d talk about some of the
great musicians of the past with a
focus on musicians who died too
young. 

During the past couple of weeks
I happened to put on an LP of the
great Glenn Miller orchestra. The
plane in which he was travelling
disappeared on December 15, 1944.
when he was only 40.  Miller’s
band was not considered ‘jazz’ by
many purists of the time, but he
worked with and was admired by
many great artists. Louis Armstrong
was a great fan, he liked musicians
who prized melody and Miller was
certainly in that category. Benny
Goodman and Frank Sinatra were
also admirers who encouraged him
in his early years.  

supposed sound of the drumming
style used in bebop). 

Parker was consumed by music
from an early age. He left school at
age 15 and joined the local musi-
cians’ union, choosing to pursue his
musical career full-time. Parker
said that he spent three to four years
practicing up to 15 hours a day! 

He realized that the 12
semitones of the chromatic
scale can lead melodically to
any key, breaking some of the

confines of simpler jazz soloing. 
Bebop had its beginnings in the

early 1940s and by the mid-40s it
had gained wide appeal among mu-
sicians and fans alike. 

Unfortunately, Parker’s life was
riddled with mental health prob-
lems and an addiction to heroin. Al-
though unclear which came first,
his addiction to opiates began at the
age of 16, when he was injured in a
car crash and a doctor prescribed
morphine for the pain. The addic-
tion that stemmed from this inci-
dent led him to miss performances,
and to be considered unreliable. Al-
though he produced many brilliant
recordings during this period,
Parker’s behaviour became increas-
ingly erratic. Heroin was difficult to
obtain once he moved to California,
where the drug was less abundant,
so he used alcohol as a substitute.
Parker died on March 12, 1955. The
coroner who performed his autopsy
mistakenly estimated Parker’s 34-
year-old body to be between 50 and
60 years of age. 

Lastly I’d like to talk about a mu-
sician I greatly admire, Marvin
Gaye. He helped to shape the sound
of Motown in the 1960s, first as an
in-house session player and later as

a solo artist with a string of hits,
earning him the nicknames ‘Prince
of Motown’ and ‘Prince of Soul’.
Gaye started singing in church
when he was four years old, often
accompanied by his father on piano.  

I always thought Marvin Gaye
to be a very stylish performer
who looked very comfortable

on stage. 

It’s interesting that Gaye took
some advice on performing with his
eyes open (having been accused of
appearing as though he were sleep-
ing) and also got pointers on how to
move more gracefully onstage. He
refused to attend grooming school
because of his unwillingness to
comply with its orders, something
he later regretted apparently.

Gaye had an unhappy childhood,
he was beaten often by his father,
from age seven until well into his
teenage years. Family violence also
lead to his death. On April 1st, 1984
Gaye intervened in a fight between
his parents and became involved in
a physical altercation with his father
who shot Gaye twice, once in the
chest, piercing his heart, and then
into Gaye’s shoulder. He died that

afternoon — one day short of his
45th birthday.

So, if you’d like to listen to some
of these musicians’ albums what
would I recommend? For Glenn
Miller I recommend getting hold of
the soundtracks to the films Orches-
tra Wives and/or Sun Valley Sere-
nade. For Charlie Parker, try either
the album Charlie Parker With
Strings or the soundtrack to the film
Bird. Great Marvin Gaye albums
are either of What’s Going On or
Let’s Get It On. Hours of listening
pleasure in that lot.

Have a happy, healthy and musi-
cal 2021. Best wishes.
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MUSIC MATTERS David McClymont

The distinctive Glenn Miller
sound was achieved by

arranging a clarinet to play a
melodic line with a tenor

saxophone while three other
saxophones harmonized within

a single octave. 
This gave Miller’s orchestra a

unique quality which was then
copied by other orchestras, includ-
ing that of Ray Anthony, the only
surviving member of the original
Glenn Miller orchestra.  

Next, a musician who changed
the face of jazz and one who I con-
sider to be a genius of his time is
Charlie Parker, known as ‘Bird’ be-
cause of his liking for fried chicken
(‘yardbirds’). Parker was a highly
influential saxophone soloist and
leading figure, along with trumpeter
Dizzy Gillespie, in the development
of the style of jazz that became
known as ‘bebop’ (named after the

Glenn Miller

Charlie Parker

Marvin Gaye
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REGIONAL REAL ESTATE AT A GLANCE

Mitchell Smithers
0427 637 257

Suzanne Carter
0473 888 337

Monga $750,000
4161 Kings Highway 
A very unique 73 acre property
adjoining Monga National Park with 1
km frontage to the pristine
Mongarlowe River, there is also a
spring fed dam that's always kept full
by a mountain stream.
Being in a high rainfall area plus
adding in fertile basalt soils make this
property ideal for many exotic
horticultural pursuits with a large 5
acre area already fenced to keep the
wildlife out.
The Farm is frequently home to the
‘Monga mist’ and cool summer nights.
There is a 2 storey American barn
that has been partially converted into
a weekender (email agent for
pictures) and a small studio.

Braidwood $1,370,000
214 Bombay Road
Executive Residence!
Beautifully designed contemporary
executive residence, nestled between
Mt Gillamatong and Gillamatong
Creek, with views of the surrounding
rolling hills and yet only 2km from the
historic town of Braidwood, NSW. 
New in 2012 this meticulously
maintained, single level, three/four
bedroom home, has been
constructed from ‘Thermacel’ (as
featured on Grand Designs Australia)
which ensures thermally efficient
comfortable living year round.  With
oversized bedrooms and living
spaces the family lounge/dining and
kitchen are extremely spacious and
enjoy the stunning outlook to the
picturesque countryside.  The
combustion fire efficiently heats the
entire home in winter, courtesy of the
fully insulated internal and external
walls and the Thermacell
construction.

Krawarree $498,000
30 Dempseys Road
Are you looking for a unique property,
with easy access, in a picturesque
location, with views to the
surrounding hills and the Deua
National Park? Kookaburra Cottage
has 13.3 acres of land with a mix of
lightly timbered bush with a seasonal
creek as well as cleared open
paddocks with a dam. Fully self-
sustainable with off-grid solar system
and rainwater tanks you can enjoy
this property as a weekender or as a
permanent residence. Abundant
wildlife also calls this place home,
with wombats, echidnas, wallabies
and kangaroos as well as numerous
bird species.
The main dwelling comprises 1
bedroom plus study with
lounge/dining space, high ceilings,
with a circular sky light as a feature,
combustion fire, separate kitchen with
a woodfired oven/stove and bathroom
with shower and composting toilet.
The 2nd is the perfect space for an
artist studio, a home office or even a
2nd Bedroom. The framework for
another addition is also available.

Hereford Hall $1,550,000
756 Hereford Hall Road
The Hereford Hall area is known for
its fertile soil and high rainfall and this
is exactly what this property has to
offer. In total the property covers
approx. 440 acres, 120 acres of that
is old growth forest so finding
firewood is never a hard task. The
land has been pasture improved over
the years and the owners currently
have a successful crop of rye grass in
the front paddock. There are 14 main
paddocks and 7 smaller paddocks
around the house.
Water is never an issue with 13 dams
the majority of them being spring fed
and if that isn't enough there is also
approx. 1.8kms of the pristine
Jerrabattgulla Creek that provides
permanent water year round and is
also home to a number of mountain
trout.

A house in
Bungendore for
$7000?
those were the days!
Robin Tennant-Wood

Frank Stuart on the roof.



Pejar local Aboriginal Land Council Board member Alfie Walker presided over smoking ceremony at the official opening of
Tarago Arts in December last year. (A detailed account will feature in an upcoming Changing Times.)

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday, January 13, 2021 — 7

Braidwood resident and retired
builder, Frank Stuart, recently
came across some old clippings
from the Braidwood Dispatch,
dated 1965 and 1966. 

In 1965, Frank was the contractor
building the new houses in Bungen-
dore and the paper was reporting on
the commencement of work on the
new development, financed by
Yarrowlumla Shire Council with a
loan of £30,000.

The second stage of the project
commenced the following year and
was described by the paper as ‘an
outstanding success’, with Yarrow -
lumla Shire Council being ap-
proached by other local
governments in the state for advice
on instigating similar projects.

In 1965 the cost of a 3-bedroom
home in the housing project was
£3,500. In 1966, after the shift to
decimal currency, a house would set
you back $7,000.

Frank Stuart retired from build-
ing in 1995 and his son, Bruce, took
over the business, having com-
pleted his building apprenticeship
several years earlier.

The houses in question are the
ones on the blocks straight after the
cemetery on the left side of the
highway westbound. 

John Gannon
Solar Installations
Off-grid Specialist

Designer and installer of 
photovoltaic power systems

Renewable energy certificates

Panels, inverters & batteries

Battery enclosures

Ground mount array systems

John Gannon
0421 454 987
elv.solar@gmail.com
1 Araluen Rd Braidwood NSW 2622

ACCREDITED

ABOUT THE PLACE

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Total Fire Band live in concert at the Mongarlowe Bush Fire Brigade Christmas
party. Their latest album is available in Category One through Spotifire.

Christina Steele turning out the masks
at ‘Little Bird Makes’ in Captains Flat.

Garage Sale
5 Robinson Lane (off Wilson Street)

Sunday 24 January, 9.00am - 12 noon

Braidwood businesses
Coming soon in Braidwood’s Changing Times,
a Summer 2021 Business Directory with free
listing of all businesses and phone numbers.

Watch the Braidwood Facebook pages for more
information or send your details to:

times@bwdmag.com.au



What would you be willing to risk
for your child’s health? 

It’s a question no parent ever
wants to face, but one Diane Cook
picks at until it bleeds in her ac-
claimed novel, The New Wilder-
ness.

The book is set at an unspecified
time in the future: a time when
cities have become so crowded,
polluted and resource-deprived that
they are endangering health; a time
when the only wilderness left is off-
limits to humans in an attempt to
preserve what little is left of the nat-
ural world. 

Living in the city is slowly
killing Bea’s young daughter,
Agnes. When Bea’s husband, a uni-
versity researcher, is granted per-
mission to set up an experiment to
see if humans can live in the wild
without disturbing nature, Bea opts
to join it in an attempt to save
Agnes’ life.

Twenty diverse people must
survive as nomadic hunter-

gatherers while ensuring that
they leave no trace of

themselves on the wilderness. 
Their movements are monitored

and directed by overbearing – al-
most Orwellian – rangers and at
regular checkpoints they are re-
quired to submit to physical and
mental tests for the university study.

It’s initially tempting to put The
New Wilderness into the ‘post-
apocalyptic’ box, but Cook is far,
far better than that. This is not about
what’s left of the world and picking
up the pieces of human civilization.
It’s about what it takes to be human
when all the trappings of civiliza-
tion are stripped away, and ques-
tions the very nature of
‘civilization’. It’s about the power-
politics that inevitably occur as a re-
sult of group dynamics. It’s about

temptation and loss and the length
to which a mother will go to give
her child a chance at life, even if
that means losing the child to that
life.

While writing the book, Cook,
who lives in New York City, lived
for a time in the high desert country
of Oregon, where she trekked
alone, facing many of the experi-
ences she throws at her characters.
The subject of human interaction
with nature has been a theme of her
work, with her first book, Man V.
Nature, a collection of short stories,
making the shortlist for several US
literary awards. 
The New Wilderness is one of

those books that will stay with you
long after you’ve finished reading.
It asks more questions than it
 answers.

Reviewed by Robin Tennant-Wood
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THE BOOKWORM

Cook tackles the big questions
in one of the best from 2020

The New Wilderness:
Diane Cook

published by Bloomsbury,
August 2020, ISBN:

9780861540372
Shortlisted for the
2020 Booker Prize

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING
RJ & KA Whiteman

• Light tree work  • Wood chipping
• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire

Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Braidwood EOI
35A Ryrie Street, Braidwood 
Highly sought-after residential building block of 3,149sqm (approx.) located in a
private and central location, only a short stroll to the main street of historic
Braidwood. This rare block offers the potential to build your dream home right
in the centre of historic Braidwood with views to the south west towards Mt
Gillamatong or subject to council approval, the opportunity to build multiple
dwellings and/ or subdivide. • Large rectangle block with access off Ryrie
Street. • Excellent mobile and internet connection. • Access to town water,
power and sewage. • Small shed on block • The block is fully fenced • Would
make a special garden oasis.

Braidwood EOI
140 Eurodux Road
Often sought but rarely found,
‘Lorrina’ is one of Braidwoods
medium size grazing farms on the

countryside. The HOMESTEAD was
brought back to life approximately 10
years ago and now offers the
discerning buyer a very special home.
The use of glass and forged metal
compliment the granite stone and
wood throughout the home. Featuring
a central lounge and dining room with
combustion fire linked by a glass
conservatory through to the main
bedroom suite. Both the kitchen and
conservatory open out to a sun-
drenched stone courtyard with water
feature.

Braidwood EOI
1410 Cooma Road
The HOUSE is set privately back off
the road and is elevated in a north
facing position overlooking the
paddocks and Farringdon Valley
beyond. Featuring generous living
room with large windows showcasing
the spectacular views. Modern

Belle Property Braidwood
78 Wallace Street, Braidwood NSW 
Office  02 4842 1029
Mobile  0466 632 696

Contact Kelly Allen at Belle Property on 0466 632 696.

belleproperty.com/braidwood

Braidwood $1,750,000
6748 Araluen Road
Beautifully restored historic bluestone
homestead situated on 30 rolling
acres (approx.) of prime Reidsdale

edge of historic Braidwood township.
Set on 250 grazing acres (approx.)
with permanent water, this generous
period home is located 3 minutes
(approx.) from historic Braidwood.
Beautifully set up for cattle and sheep
grazing this special gem is ready for
its next chapter. 
THE LAND is 101.19 HA (250 acres
approx.) of lightly undulating granite
grazing pastures and offers multiple
paddocks with good fencing and
water to every paddock either by way
of spring fed dams, troughs or creek.

kitchen with breakfast bench perfect
for entertaining. There are four
bedrooms, the main has a walk-in
robe and ensuite. THE LAND is
285.48 acres approx. of cleared
grazing pastures with 8 paddocks
with good fencing and water to every
paddock either by way of 6 dams or
troughs. There is a large set of cattle
yards and separate gate access at
the rear of the property for truck
access. The Shoalhaven River offers
plenty of recreational activity plus
water security. OTHER FEATURES
include main power plus 2 x 3kw
solar systems, landline phone,
excellent NBN WIFI internet and
mobile reception.

REGIONAL REAL ESTATE AT A GLANCE
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The National Bushfire Recovery
Agency has announced the Chil-
dren’s Bushfire Poetry Competi-
tion, open to all primary and
secondary school children across
Australia. 

The poetry competition was
launched as a partnership between
the National Bushfire Recovery
Agency and publishing house
HarperCollins.

The competition is in recognition
that sharing stories of resilience and
recovery can help others to discover
what is possible, and reassure peo-
ple they’re not alone in what they
went through. 

Young people in every
community and around the
country are encouraged to

share their experiences of the
2019-20 bushfires, then and

now, as the bush and
communities recover.

The competition closes at 5pm
AEDT 20 February 2021. There
will be one primary school winner
and one high school winner, with
winners to be announced in April
2021.

All school children from across
Australia can participate and share
their creative ideas, but the winning
entries will be chosen from bushfire
impacted communities, with entries
from outside these areas to be re-
flected in promotional activities.

The winning poems will be in-
cluded in a special book to com-
memorate the 2019-20 bushfires.

The book is a project led by the Na-
tional Bushfire Recovery Agency in
partnership with HarperCollins
Publishers and News Corp.

The book will tell the stories and
experiences of communities like
ours. It will focus on the people,
communities and landscapes af-
fected, and will acknowledge the
heroism of people during the fires
and their resilience during the re-
covery period. The book will be an
uplifting and inspiring dedication to
the people who survived and sadly
those who didn’t, and it will be a
testament to the spirit of communi-
ties coming together to support and
help each other.

The winners of the poetry com-
petition will also receive paid travel
and accommodation to the book’s
launch in Canberra in mid-2021,
copies of the book and the opportu-
nity to be featured in newspapers
and on the Kids News website.

For more information, go to
https://www.kidsnews.com.au/ and
follow the link to Bushfire Poetry
Comp (there’s a picture of Jackie
French on the link and she gives her
five top tips for writing a poem).

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council is asking members of the
public to report sightings of both
platypus and rakali (water rats) to
help monitor their numbers in our
local waterways.

Last year the project received re-
ports of sightings in the Quean-
beyan, Shoalhaven, Molonglo and
Corang Rivers from 57 participants.
In total, 71 platypus and 82 rakali
were spotted in our rivers. The peak
time of year for sightings last year
was July and August and most oc-
curred between 8-10am.

To be involved in this project, go
to the QPRC website and follow the
links to Environment and then
Platypus and Rakali Citizen Science
Monitoring Program. 

Kid’s caps on, prizes to be won

Platty and ratty watch

Jackie French



out to a crumbling brick wall. Like
me, it did nothing but sit, sun-
soaked and decaying. No shade in
the shadow of desolation. 

You see the appeal of the busses
now? Only two bucks for a day-
pass to the endless parade of subur-
bia. It was a way to sit under aircon
and think and see a little bit of
something, motion in an otherwise
stagnant life. Outside the bus, the
world seemed stripped of reality,
just mindlessly flickering by. 

But nevertheless, it was moving,
it was changing, it was something.
The cats though, these cats strapped
to poles and pulled into half-life al-
ways burnt out at me. Trapped in
that move from one state to another.
Doomed to never change. 

I don’t see ’em now. Can’t, really.
There are these big ads they put
over the windows. You have to try
and watch the world crawl by
through the half-tone, eyes unfo-
cused. I tried it a bit — it doesn’t
work. I guess they didn’t think any-
one cared to look anyway. Maybe it
was for the best. I’m not agonising
over cats anymore. Sometimes you
just have to close your eyes and
make a choice. 
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Do you ever think about those
faded pictures of lost cats, peeling
out from their weathered poles?

Drenched by car-grime and days
of thick weather, they become just
another scrap of the scenery, a short
sharp moment without beginning or
end. You see ’em for a half second
tops. A glimpse of an eye or a
whisker curled up at the tip. Just a
flash of a cat’s face, found or for-
gotten, alive or dead in that moment
blurring past. 

No one ever removes them.
Even if that cat comes home.
No one ever takes ’em down.
We move through cities thick
with the ghosts of cats. Not

even ghosts. Half-ghosts. Cats
both alive and dead. 

I’d see these half-cats while I
rode the city busses. I spent a lot of
time on busses in those days. I
rarely had somewhere to go, or
something I should’ve been doing.

I wasn’t grinding an otherwise ex-
hilarating life to a halt. I just had
nothing going on. I’d wake up each
morning feeling stillborn and
steeped in melancholia. 

The first few hours of my day
spent pressed to my bed like a bug
gutted on a windscreen, willing the
energy to move. It always seemed
hot then. It was such a hot apart-
ment. My window looked straight

Dead and alive
Leo Alder rides again

BWD
Number 24:

Another Taste
of Braidwood

ON SALE AT
NEWSAGENT



St Bede’s Parish
Reflection on the Gospel 2nd
Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B
by Dianne Bergant CSA

Today we consider the call to dis-
cipleship. The readings outline the
various stages of this call and pro-
vide a sketch of some of the char-
acteristics of each stage: the
invitation, the discerning process
and the resulting transformation.

The call is an invitation from
God. It might come to us as inner
sensitivity, a kind of a dream or in-
spiration. Our interest might be cap-
tured by a person or an event that
first attracts us and then beckons us
to investigate further. It can come in
the innocence and naivete of child-
hood, in the vigour of young adult-
hood, or in the wisdom of years. It
comes when God calls.

The second stage involves dis-
cernment. Most of us need help
recognising moments of religious
importance and so we seek out
women and men who are practiced
in the ways of God, who can help
us test the spirit. They might be
recognised religious leaders or
prophetic guides, or they could be
friends or loved ones who know us
well and who are also attuned to the
workings of God in their own lives.

Finally, when we respond to the
call, we discover that we no longer
belong solely to ourselves; as disci-
ples, we belong to the body of
Christ. We belong to the reign of
God; we are now part of the mis-
sion of Christ. As disciples, we are
called to proclaim to the world the
justice of God. What a glorious ho-
nour this is!

No weekday Masses until further
notice.
Meditation: Thursdays at

10.30am in the Presbytery.
Adoration: is in recess during

January.
Araluen Stations of the Cross:

3.00pm First Friday of every
month. All welcome.

No Mass at Krawarree on Janu-
ary 31, 2021.

Father Dermid McDermott will
be our supply priest from January to
the end of March 2021. 

On Saturday 16 January, Braid-
wood’s three churches are hosting a
Community Commemoration at the
National Theatre from 4.30 –
5.10pm. Entitled “…then there was
rain”. The commemoration ac-
knowledges the anniversary of the

devastating fires that hounded the
Braidwood region, and the first
rainfall culminating in the massive
downpour that finally put the fires
out. Please come along to this im-
portant community gathering.

Markets in Ryrie Park: 8am -
1pm on January 23.

Produce; Crafts; Plants; Antiques
& Collectibles; Trash & Treasure; 

Monthly wood/other Raffle; Do-
nations of cooking etc gratefully ac-
cepted.                                                

Enquiries: Jenni Miller on 0436
339 293 or email: braidwoodmar-
ket@yahoo.com

ment with short sharp statements
like; 2020 – I’m over it! Good Rid-
dance! Thank God it’s over! Maybe
many of us have felt like we were
flying around in space on a carousel
or high-flying roundabout, secured
only by a flimsy safety line. Each of
us have been challenged as never
before to remain calm and patient in
the midst of crises, turmoil and un-
certainty.

When life throws us a curve ball,
we need to be on our guard to
weather the storms that beset us
through no fault of our own. It is
fashionable to make New Year’s
Resolutions at this time of the year
but more often than not these reso-
lutions come unstuck either through
insincerity or a lack of willpower to
meet the criteria we place upon our-
selves. So, as we face another year
with all its twists, turns and uncer-
tainties, where do we look for guid-
ance in the decision making
process? Many will simply soldier
on in the vain hope that we know
better than anyone else what is best
for us individually. This approach
can be decidedly risky and is not a
foolproof method for sure and cer-
tain outcomes. It is also an allusion
because it is self-gratifying or self-
satisfying and we can smugly dis-

miss any outside claims of control
over our decision-making
processes. It is also based on the
very false assumption that each of
us are masters of our own fate. It
denies in part or ignores totally, the
existence of a higher power than
ourselves.

It is here that the Old Testament
book of Proverbs speaks with pro-
found wisdom on such matters.
Proverbs 3:5-8 is a timely reminder
to trust and honour God. It is stated
in such a way that it is a parameter
or paradigm for living. Quote;
“Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, and do not rely on your own
insight. In all your ways acknowl-
edge him, and he will make straight
your paths. Do not be wise in your
own eyes, fear the Lord and turn
away from evil. It will be a healing
for your flesh and a refreshment for
your body”. 

The bottom line is that we can
make all the resolutions we like but
unless they fit with God’s abiding
truth, they will come to nothing. It
is far better to acknowledge by way
of a personal paradigm or parame-
ter that ultimately it truly is God
that has the final say over the va-
garies of life’s existence.

Rev. Rick Lewis
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622

Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.

48422882 or 0419445299

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Braidwood Uniting Church
We have crossed the threshold
into a new year. 

I wonder what it holds for you
and I? While the content of the fu-
ture is always unknowable, we can
know the One who walks with us.
As Moses and the children of Israel
started their journey through the
wilderness, God said to them, “See,
I am sending an angel before you to
protect you on your journey and
lead you safely to the place I have
prepared for you” (Exodus 23:20).
We can have the same confidence
as we walk in to 2021: God will
provide protection and guidance.
No matter what this new year holds,
I intend to strengthen my spirit and
look out for what God is doing in
my life, and in our town, what
about you?

Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher
and the congregation of Braidwood
Uniting Church. Worship Service
10am, Sunday - Radio Church
Service on 88.9FM, 6pm, Sunday -
Garage Sale reopens 13th January,
9-3 - cnr Duncan and Monkittee
Streets.
Anglican Parish of Braidwood
A NEW YEAR – RESOLU-
TIONS OR PARAMETERS?
For a number of reasons, the year
2020 will etched in the memories
of people as a year to forget. 

A combination of unanticipated
and unexpected events have at
times overwhelmed many people
throughout the past twelve months;
Covid 19, Bushfires, Floods, Lock-
downs and Quarantine Arrange-
ments have all been headlines on
news bulletins throughout the entire
year. Is it any wonder people com-
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Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au
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Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,
43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant-Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram

STAR TIMES
Quiteabitofconinfusion
Nestled in the vineyards in France’s
Saint-Paul-lès-Durance is a 25,000
tonne machine with 10 million parts
that has cost, so far, $23.7 billion.
It’s the International Thermo -
nuclear Experimental Reactor and
it takes deuterium and tritium and
it will drive 15 million amperes of
electricity through them until they
reach 270 million degrees Fahren -
heit. (Sorry, that’s 132m°C for you
young ones.) Will it work? In 2025
(maybe) we’ll see. Of course the sun
already does it all for free.
Interstellarondemand
The 64-metre Parkes radio telescope
has picked up a faint signal while
observing Proxima Centauri, a red
dwarf 4.25 light-years from Earth.
The star has at least two planets,
one of which is a super-Earth with
at least 1.17 Earth masses that with
the right conditions could host
liquid water on its surface. Hours
of poring over a repeating pattern
in the signal, running it through the
greatest terrestrial super-computer
and then checking it with Google,
finally revealed the message, “Ad is
starting soon”.
Readmylipsormaybenot
Now that wearing of masks is set to
be de rigueur, the needs of lip read-
ers must be met. The latest hi-tech
masks utilise LipSyncPro™ to scroll
the words across the mask on a
small screen driven by real-time
voice to text. Of course now that
captions are auto-generated people,
especially local politicians, should
avoid saying things like, “I’m a
country member”.
Swastikatapeparade
Thousands of storm troopers assaul -
ted the American Capitol last week
insisting that the Second World
War was rigged. A man with horns
said, “We have proof that not all
the battles were counted. The Allies
stole that war and our leader has
sent us here today to show that it’s
never too late to stick ein finger in
ze ears and stamp der boots”.
DenTatsachenzustellen
Facing the facts of course. History
will show that President Trump has
gone out with the fairies. The
courts are an accepted way to test
truth and 61 out of 62 cases brought
to court to claim electoral irreg -
ular ities were thrown out straight
away. The court transcipts tell the
story. “I find that the evidence I’m
hearing is based on what one
person says they heard,” complains
the judge. “That’s just heresay and
therefore inadmissable is it not?”
“That’s not the case at all,” says the
presi dent’s legal counsel. “Many
people heard them say it.”
Tothetruthofthematter
Perhaps it starts with ‘Coke adds
life’ or ‘When only the best (cough,
cough) will do’. ‘Lowest prices
every day’, ‘Everyone’s a winner’
and so on ...

WORLD CHEWS
NAILS HOPING
THAT THEY’VE

HIDDEN THE BIG
RED BUTTON
FROM THE

TODDLER-IN-CHIEF

Members are advised that the
knock-outs will be ‘replayed’
from last year, starting at the end
of January, with majority of mem-
bers on Saturday voting to keep
the same draw. 

If you had your name down and
wish to withdraw contact Michelle
or Mark ASAP.

Volunteers will be needed to help
at the junior golf clinic, 20-22 Jan-
uary. Please contact Virginia Groot
Obbink if you can help out.

A reminder that is a requirement
of the NSW Govt that you check-in
with the NSW Service App & QR
code — OR — if you don’t have
the app, sign in by clicking web-
form and entering name and phone
number. If you don’t have a phone
you can ask a friend to add you as
their dependant. The bar staff can
also check you in if necessary. 

Golfers please remember that it is
a local rule to drop away from
greens, tees and surrounds. Given
the current mowing standards, this
means removing the ball to the
‘first cut’ from the mounds

Club Memberships are due by
January 31.

Results: Saturday January 9,
2021

Men’s Single Stableford - Bren-
dan Booker Trophy - Many thanks
to Brendan for his sponsorship of
the event

Winner: Roger Hovey 36pts
Runner Up: Michael Toirkens

35pts

Ball Comp: M. Newman 34pts,
B. Osmond 34pts, N. Sargent 33pts,
M. Tillman Ryan 32pts,

T. Emmett 32pts, A. Clark 32pts
NTP 8/17: Nelson Sargent
Handicap Changes: Nelson Sar-

gent out 1 to 7
Jackpot: Not Won (next week

worth $250 at a distance of 2.5 M)
Women’s Single Stableford –

Part of the Hyland Trophy
Winner: Margy Gardner 39pts
Runner Up: Barb Stuart 32pts
Ball Comp: R.Tennant Wood

31pts, F. McGrath 30pts
NTP: Not Won

Handicap Changes: Margy Gard-
ner down 1 to 26.

BRAIDWOOD SERVICEMENS GOLF CLUB
Coronation Avenue, Braidwood

Open to children and their friends who have an interest in
learning golf or developing their skills and are aged between
5 and 15yrs. Children will be involved in skill development,
playing on the course, a final day BBQ and presentation.

Parents are invited to attend the presentation.
No prior golf experience is necessary.

Cost: $30
Register: Go to mygolf.org.au and enter postcode 2622

Select: Braidwood Golf Club School Holiday Golf Program 2021
Contact: Virginia Groot Obbink — vgobbink@gmail.com

— 0438 473 297

WED 20 JANUARY
THUR 21 JANUARY

FRI 22 JANUARY
8:45AM-12.15PM

BBQ & Presentation on final day
COACH: PGA PROFESSIONAL 

DAMON WELSFORD

SCHOOL HOLIDAY GOLF PROGRAM 2021

Golf ‘knock-out’ comp
to resume for 2021
From the Golf Club newsletter

Can anyone solve this 
mystery?

Hans & Donna Kuhn have a mug
(above) which was given to them
and would like to know anything
about its origin. It has ‘Taylormade
Pottery NSW’ stamped on the base
but no date and has us baffled. Any
information? Anyone?


