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A smile on the landscape

Martin Royds gets his farm into recovery mode

After the fire went through, my land
seemed to have burn blacker than
the neighbouring land because I had
a better cover. However, it recov-
ered quicker and the perennial
grasses have come back.

We have assisted that growth by
drilling in some bio-diverse pasture
seed, including daikon or tillage
radish and sunflowers and sprayed
it with biological mix of worm poo
and other nutrients. But in a lot of
places, even without spraying any-
thing, it still came back as a diverse
mix of perennial pastures which I
was very pleased with.

In the photo I'm holding a
Daikon radish — it’s Japanese
radish. Their common name in
Australia now is the tillage radish.
And that’s because it’s got a taproot
which can be up to 600 mm deep. It
opens up the soil and so counteracts
compaction from the drought and
animal impact as well as from the
fire. As they open the soil up they
accumulate nutrients and minerals,
and then as they die off they release
it so the pasture in the spring will be
able to grow well from that.

We drilled the radish in across all
the burnt country and where they
graded the fire trials; where basi-

cally all the topsoil was graded off
so it was pretty bare. We had very
hot weather after they graded it, so
it really baked hard. Good road base
... but I didn’t really need 15 kilo-
metres of roads across the farm.

The paddocks are smiling

When we were cleaning out our
dams, instead of throwing the mud
over the dam wall we put them into
what I’ve called paddock smiles.
We tipped the mud out in crescent
shapes up the slope from the dam.
The first rain event we had here
after the fires was 20 mm in 20
minutes and most of that just
poured off the burnt slopes. But the
paddock smiles held the water and
it held the dead grasses and burnt
material that would have otherwise
washed into the dams.

We ended up with water that was
up to 20 centimetres deep in the
smiley faces. Then that retained
water seeped in instead of racing
off. It got caught, held, and had
time to seep into the ground. And
now, around those smiles, that’s
where we’re getting the really good
growth of the daikon radish and all
the grasses, because of that fertility.
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Kelly’s retirement signals
E-Monaro by-election

Nick Fuller

Dr Mike Kelly AM MP, Eden-
Monaro’s popular and long-serving
Federal member is retiring on
grounds of ill health.

“Ireally do regret, and it has bro-
ken my heart to have to do this,” Dr
Kelly said at a press conference in
Canberra on April 30. “It is gut-
wrenching... And I wouldn’t be
doing it if it just wasn’t absolutely
necessary to do it now.”

Military service for 20 years in
some of the world’s trouble spots
have taken their toll. Severe dehyd-
ration had affected Dr Kelly’s kid-
neys; he collapsed in October with
renal problems and was rushed to
hospital for emergency surgery —
the first of ten procedures over the
last six months. The Department of
Veterans® Affairs has also classified
the politician as permanently im-
paired due to severe osteoarthritis.

His ill-health made it difficult for
Dr Kelly to travel around his enor-
mous electorate which, at nearly
42,000 square kilometres, is larger
than 66 countries. Kelly said that
the “rough terrain, difficult weather,

incredibly diverse, incredibly chal-
lenging, with a community that is
spread out and really requires you
to be on the road a hell of a lot,
thousands and thousands and thou-
sands of kilometres”, meant that he
just couldn’t do that physically any-
more.

A reluctant retirement

With coronavirus restrictions
likely to be eased, Kelly believed
the electorate needed a representa-
tive in better health.

“The timing for me,” Kelly said,
“is about enabling that new member
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood
Pollies behaving badly

There’s nothing like a looming by-
election in a marginal seat to shine
light on politicians in their true
colours. The past fortnight has
treated us to the unedifying specta-
cle of the New South Wales Deputy
Premier and the Minister for Trans-
port, members for the adjacent elec-
torates of Monaro and Bega
respectively and senior members of
government, behaving like a couple
of disruptive schoolboys in a play-
ground scuffle.

First Mr Barilaro announced that
he was a contender for the federal
seat; then that he would take the
weekend to consider the move. Mr
Barilaro then spent the weekend at

his country estate, in apparent vio-
lation of COVID travel restrictions
(of which he was later cleared by
police), announcing on the Monday
following the weekend that he
would not be standing for Eden-
Monaro.

Mr Constance, meanwhile, an-
nounced that he would seek Liberal
preselection and took to Twitter to
say that he was looking forward to
using public transport to get around
and meet as many people as possi-
ble. Clearly he wasn’t planning to
go very far.

Twenty-four hours later Con-
stance, too, pulled the plug on his
potential candidacy. Perhaps some-
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one told him about the lack of pub-
lic transport.

Meanwhile, Barilaro decided to
blame everyone else for his non-
start. He fired off what might be
called in Harry Potter language, a
‘howler’ of a text to federal Nation-
als leader and Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, Michael McCormack, accusing
him of not supporting his bid for the
federal seat and that he had failed
him as a leader. He followed this up
by accusing Constance of deliber-
ately undermining his chances of
election by announcing his own
candidacy and called Constance a
‘c**t’. Not exactly the sort of pub-
lic language one expects from
elected representatives.

For his part, Constance weighed
in by accusing his party colleagues
of not supporting his bid for the fed-
eral seat and dismissing Barilaro’s
comments as ‘smear politics’.

Eden-Monaro has only ever been
held by either the Labor or Liberal
parties. The Nationals contested the
seat at last year’s federal election,
picking up only 7% of the vote.
Even given Barilaro’s personal
popularity in Monaro, it was highly
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Member for Monaro John Barilaro.

unlikely that he would win the
larger and more complex seat.

In the wake of the debacle, Con-
stance has been dumped from his
senior role in cabinet, and Barilaro
is under pressure from his own
party to resign the leadership, with
one Nationals MP saying he has
‘embarrassed’ the party.

Before last year’s state election,
Barilaro announced that he would
not seek a further term in 2022 and
that he would resign the leadership
before then. He needs to come clean
on his intentions for the sake of his
party, the NSW government and the
people who elected him.

Waiting for the starter’s gun

Eden-Monaro by-election: Robin Tennant Wood

The timing for the by-election in
Eden-Monaro has yet to be an-
nounced.

Under Section 33 of the Consti-
tution, the Speaker of the House is
responsible for issuing the writ for
a by-election when a vacancy
arises. In this case, COVID19 has
complicated the issue and the Aus-
tralian Electoral Commission is
currently looking at the best way of
streamlining the process in that
event.

If the by-election is to occur
while restrictions are still in place,
it is likely that postal votes and pre-
polling numbers will be signifi-
cantly higher than usual.

The Speaker, Mr Tony Smith,
has said he will be taking the advice
of the AEC before making a deci-
sion on timing.

Candidates

At this stage, there is only one
candidate formally nominated:
Labor’s Kristy McBain, the current
mayor of Bega. Ms McBain was a
strong advocate for her local com-
munity during the bushfires in the
region and has said that the recov-

ery of small businesses after the
double-whammy of the fires and
the pandemic is a priority for her
during this campaign.

The Liberal Party has engaged an
external polling company to assist
them to determine the right candi-
date for the electorate. In the mix of
possible candidate are Dr Fiona
Kotvojs, who stood for the party at
last year’s federal election, as well
as former Liberal staffer, Dr Jeremy
Nockles, and National Farmers’
Federation economist, Dr Pru Gor-
don.

It is expected but not yet con-
firmed that the Greens will run a
candidate.

Eden-Monaro is a key marginal
seat and typically draws a field of
6-8 candidates.

Recovery funds

On Sunday 10 May, the Prime
Minister announced that $650 mil-
lion would be directed to fire-af-
fected communities in Eden-
Monaro. This comes almost 3
months after the fires were finally
extinguished by rain.
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Mike Kelly retires

.. continued from page |

to do that work, to prevent myself
from being in the position where I
would let down my community, my
caucus members, and my [party]
leader by not being able to do this
job to the full extent that it should
be done, that the community de-
mands and deserves. I certainly
couldn’t cope mentally with not
being able to go full pace at this
job.”

Dr. Kelly served as member for
Eden-Monaro from 2007 to 2013,
and was re-elected in 2016, ousting
Liberal members Gary Nairn and
Peter Hendy respectively. His fam-
ily has lived in the region since
1847; his great-grandfather unsuc-
cessfully stood for election in 1940.

A love of the region

“The reason I agreed to run for
Eden-Monaro in the first place,” Dr
Kelly said, “is because I have a
deep, abiding love for this region,
that stems also from a wonderful
family tradition of over 160 years
of service to this community in so
many ways.”

Before entering politics, Dr Kelly
was a respected soldier, attaining
the rank of colonel, and an expert
on peace and stabilisation, post-
conflict  reconstruction, and
counter-insurgency. He began his
career of public service as a lawyer,
advocating for injured workers and
people with asbestos-related dis-
eases in Sydney. He joined the Aus-
tralian Army Legal Corps in 1987
and served as a military lawyer in
Somalia (1992-93), Bosnia-Herze-
govina (1992-95), East-Timor
(1999-2000), and Iraq (2003). He
received the Order of Australia in
1994 for his peacekeeping work in
Somalia. Kelly received his PhD
from the University of New South
Wales in 1997; his dissertation on
peacekeeping led to two books.

After his election in 2007 and the
federal victory of the Labor Party,
Kelly was appointed Parliamentary
Secretary for Defence Support
under the Rudd government, later
adding Water, Agriculture, Fish-
eries, and Forestry to his portfolio.
He was Minister for Defence Ma-
teriel under the Gillard government
in 2013. National security, veterans,
and suicide prevention have been
causes close to his heart.

“My whole life of 36 years of
public service has been body and

soul into whatever I’ve done,” Dr
Kelly said. “And I'm paying a
heavy price for that at the moment.”

Labor leader Anthony Albanese
praised Mike Kelly as an extraordi-
nary Australian who brought dig-
nity, talent, capacity, and
commitment to government. “He
has extraordinary character and in-
tegrity. And Parliament will be
poorer for the lack of his presence.”

Despite his illness, Kelly had
been committed to his electorate,
the Opposition leader said. “I know
how difficult he has found [the last
six months]. But ... every time I
have spoken to him, even on the
days when he is about to undergo a
procedure, he has focused on the
people of the electorate of Eden-
Monaro. And his work that he did
during the bushfire crisis, his com-
mitment, was quite extraordinary.”

Dr Kelly believes his successor’s
first priority should be the recovery
of the electorate. “There is no area
in Australia that has suffered more
in recent times than Eden-Monaro,”
Dr. Kelly said. “Through the
drought, into the worst bushfires in
Australia, we were at the centre of
that crisis, and then rolling into the
coronavirus issues.”

The electorate’s economy and
tourism industry had been “com-
pletely smashed”; farmers had lost
more than 9000 livestock, and more
than 1000 homes had been de-
stroyed across the region; and a
million hectares — a larger area than
last year’s Amazon fires, the Cali-
fornia wildfires, or the Black Satur-
day fires in Victoria — had been
burnt.

Effective climate change policy

“We now need clear, well
thought-out, imaginative policies to
rebuild our economy,” Kelly said,
“particularly policies that would
prepare the region for global heat-
ing. Candidates and parties are
going to have to get out there, ac-
cept the science, and put forward
meaningful, serious, effective cli-
mate change policy.”

Although retiring from politics,
Dr. Kelly announced his intention to
continue advocating for climate
change and for veterans in the region.

The bellwether electorate is
Labor’s fourth most marginal seat.
No date has yet been announced for
the by-election for Kelly’s succes-
sor. It is unlikely to be held before
late June; the Speaker may an-
nounce the date when Parliament
sits later this month.
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Brag goes solar
Congratulations on your first edition
of Braidwood’s Changing Times.

Like many other organisations
and businesses, the Braidwood Re-
gional Arts Group has had to close
its doors temporarily. Arts practi-
tioners and organisations have been
hard hit by the Covid19 restrictions
but despite this, creative communi-
ties are continuing to produce visual
art, writing, performance and music,
ready for when conditions improve.
In the meantime, there’s plenty of
online art content to enjoy.

Whilst the BRAG Centre is closed
we have taken the opportunity to
make our own changes and get some
major electrical upgrades done. This
includes new lights, fans and extrac-
tors. We hope to follow this up with
installation of photo-voltaic solar
energy.

Our objective is to future-proof
the BRAG Centre against increasing
energy costs and continue to offer
affordable hire fees to the commu-
nity and to support artists through
modest exhibition costs.

Maggie Hickey
President, BRAG

Explaining the Base Rate:

The Base Rate came in, from my
memory, in 1990 with the new
Local Government Act. As well, the
Act obliged Local Government to
adopt Australian Accounting Stan-
dard No. 27 (AA.S 27) which ac-
counts for depreciation, but sadly
removed permanency of employ-
ment for G.M.’s. The ramifications
of that decision are many, varied,
and in my opinion all bad. G.M.’s
must at all times feel free to give
advice fearlessly.

A Base Rate is a philosophy, a
policy, a concept. Unlike QPRC it
is normally represented as a %, not
as a $ amount. In an informed coun-
cil, the Base Rate is considered the
service component, and the ad val-
orem component is considered the
ability to pay.

For example, Category A has a
yield of $1M , has 500 Rate Notices
and say a 40% Base Rate. The 40%,
$400.000, is spread equally across
the 500 i.e. $800 each and the re-
maining $600,000 is spread ad val-
orem i.e. cents in the dollar. The
higher the valuation the higher the
total rates paid.

The Base Rate level does not af-
fect total yield, simply who pays it.

In my opinion, Base Rates should

be high for business and farming,
and relatively low for Residential.
Business needs to be encouraged
to the CBD and viable farms need to
be encouraged.
Walter Raynolds
Manar

More Telstra woes

With the massive amount of stress
on students, teachers, parents and
grandparents due to this terrible
pandemic you would think that the
advertising done by the giant corpo-
ration called Telstra about how good
it is would be true to its word. Un-
fortunately, us poor plebs living less
than one hour away from the Capital
City of this wonderful country are
hard pressed receiving useable inter-
net through the day and some
evenings.

Telstra spends millions of dol-
lars telling us how good they are
with TV adds, and glossy post outs,
but the facts, especially in rural
areas highlight the massive lie they
keep pushing down our throats.
There are War torn countries and
decimated cities around the world at
present with far better and mas-
sively cheaper telephone connectiv-
ity than we have here in Braidwood.
So what the hell is going on.
Some of the residents in Araluen
haven’t had the internet since Janu-
ary for gawd’s sake.

Perhaps the implementation of the
NBN is interfering with Telstra’s
maintenance plans, or is it that Tel-
stra doesn’t want to spend any of the
money they have taken from their
long suffering customers on soon to
be defunct equipment. (Lets just ig-
nore the issue until the NBN takes
over) I bet that is their attitude.

Perhaps its time we brought back
the Post Master General (PMG)
again. Instead of paying some nong
millions of dollars a year, and more
if he or she stuffs up and has to re-
sign, as CEO of this massive private
money making giant called Telstra,
we could pay our own Post Master
General $250,000 a year, plus car,
for a useable and efficient commu-
nications system as we once had.

Here is an idea Telstra. Use our
inflated phone bill money to build
more towers, send up a satellite or
two and hire some brains to figure
out a way forward. FFS Telstra, fix
our internet now...

Christopher Nelson
Braidwood
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Back by poplar demand

Edited from an RMS press release

The replacement poplar trees
(above) for Braidwood’s historic
avenues of poplars are almost ready
for planting.

The New South Wales govern-
ment’s Department of Roads and
Maritime Services (RMS) says it is
committed to maintaining the dis-
tinctive avenues of trees which
mark the approaches to Braidwood.
It stresses that there is, however, a
need to protect road users from
these hazards.

The RMS Tree Management
Plan recognises the existing trees
are nearing the end of their life and
proposes the planting of an avenue
of new trees in a safer location in
the near future, so that when exist-
ing trees die or are removed, the
tree avenue vista remains.

Roads and Maritime took cut-
tings from the existing Golden
Poplars that line the northern ap-
proach of Kings Highway at Braid-
wood to grow should they be
required for planting as part of the

long term management of the av-
enue of trees.

The issue of the poplar avenues
on the Kings Highway on both
sides of the town goes back to the
(then) RTA’s analysis of motor ve-
hicle accidents along those
stretches from 2004-2011. The ini-
tial report recommended that wire
rope safety barriers be installed as
well as line profile marking through
the historic poplar avenues.

Community submissions were
called and consultation was held in
2011 and 2012.

The RTA subsequently devel-
oped the Tree Management Plan
which was adopted by the then
Palerang Council in November
2013. This Plan provides guidelines
for the long term management and
maintenance of the avenue of trees
along the sections of the Kings
Highway that form the approaches
to Braidwood.

In preparing the plan, careful
consideration was given to the re-
sults of a comprehensive study of
the key issues relating to tree man-
agement and road safety. This plan
includes technical recommenda-
tions for managing the existing av-
enue of trees as well as new
plantings.

Development of short term road
safety solutions to address the crash
history on the Kings Highway at
Braidwood is currently underway
taking into consideration the feed-
back received from the community.

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Mary Taguchi at work in her Mingei Studio.

Changing times lead to
changing means

Robin Tennant-Wood

This year is turning out to be the
Year of Cancellations.

The Braidwood Show, the races
and the rodeo were all cancelled
early because of the bushfires. Then
COVID-19 arrived, forcing cancel-
lations across all sectors of the sport
and entertainment spectrum.

One of the hardest-hit areas is the
arts, which, across Australia, di-
rectly employs around 110,000
people. This figure doesn’t include
businesses that rely on the arts and
artists, such as galleries and music
venues, which, in turn, employ
more people.

Braidwood is known regionally
as an active and vibrant centre for
the arts. The Changing Times went
in search of some of the people in-
volved in our local arts industry to
see how they’re faring in these
changing times.

Taking the show online

fYRE Gallery was due to launch a
major exhibition of seven New
York printmakers just as the shut-
down laws were announced.
Gallery director, Cheryl Hannah,
had a full exhibition mounted but
suddenly was faced with the closure

Friends from New York print exhibi-
tion heads to cyberspace.

of galleries under the COVID reg-
ulations.

“As soon as we realised that I
would not be able to open the
gallery to the public on 3 April as
planned, Kelly Sturgiss took the
brief to create the necessary web-
pages on my website to host the
show and uploaded all the images
and information for me in record
time. She did a brilliant job because
it went ‘live’ at 5.00pm on 3 April
and I have had positive feedback as
well as online sales from interna-
tional collectors who have been im-
pressed with the quality of the show
and the ease of navigating the web-
site,” said Ms Hannah.

The seven artists exhibiting were
keen to assist our region’s post-fire
wildlife rehabilitation and pledged
a percentage of all sales of the art-
work towards this cause. In a sad
twist of irony, the exhibition has co-
incided with their own emergency
as the COVID crisis hit New York.

Ms Hannah hopes to have the
physical gallery space open again
this year, “but for now, going on-
line has been a good way to keep
going commercially for the artists
depending on showing their work
and for me as a gallery director. I
am trusting that the financial invest-
ment to get the show onto my web-
site will be worthwhile and we have
certainly had some encouraging
feedback and sales,” she said.

You can't stop the music

The St Andrew’s Summer-Autumn
concert season began with a bang in
early February, with the first major
rainfall and floods following the
bushfires. Two first class concerts
were held in that week, followed by
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two more just two weeks each
apart. The final one, an organ per-
formance by internationally
renowned, Australian born David
Reccia Chynoweth, was held on 15
March.

Then, said concert organiser
Anne Sanders, “with the domino ef-
fect as concerts were cancelled
Australia-wide, I had to pull the
plug on 18 March on the rest of
what had been a very ambitious
program.”

The concert programs, run by a
small bunch of dedicated volun-
teers, have been building since
2015 and the past two series have
been the most ambitious.

“Over the past two years our con-
cert reputation has been growing,
with approaches from touring Aus-
tralian and internationally-based

Flashback to March last year when
Daniel Rojas & Braidwood musician,
Daniel Wallace-Crabbe performed at
St Andrew’s.

musicians and with bookings for
the rest of this year and into 2021,”
Dr Sanders said, adding that they
were even considering a winter pro-
gram this year and had been dis-
cussing having a concert at
Gundillion Hall.

The church venues - St Andrews
Anglican and Braidwood Uniting -
are both closed as required under
the COVID19 regulations. Dr
Sanders said she has sent emails to
the concert email list with recom-
mendations for outstanding online
performances, however, “nothing
beats the experience of the live per-
formance, its intimacy and power to
inspire and transport us to another
realm.”

Even with the proposed easing of
restrictions, Dr Sanders says it is
very hard to predict how best to re-
spond. “The impact on musicians
has been particularly hard; the
threat to their livelihood, their need
to perform for an audience. Obvi-
ously the limitation on audience

numbers will have an impact in
terms of the revenue raised to pay
performers; it may impact on the
number and types of groups who
will consider performing here.
There is also the financial hardship
that many of the retired and unem-
ployed members of the audience
have experienced and our collective
caution about assemblies.

“I think the afternoon tea gather-
ings after the concert may be retired
for the foreseeable future.”

Finding new ways

Mary Taguchi opened her Mingei
Studio behind the Altenburg
Gallery early this year and was all
set up to begin classes in traditional
Japanese fabric restoration and re-
making on 4 April. Then everything
changed.

“The Japanese don’t dwell on the
past,” Ms Taguchi said, “they re-
vere the past but move on. There’s
always a way of making something
good out of something bad.”

Her approach to the COVID
shutdown has been to look at it as
an opportunity to create.

“I'm beavering away at my
stitching,” she said, referring to the
Japanese method of sashiko where
no fabric is ever thrown out, and old
and worn fabrics are used and
reused by stitching small pieces to-
gether in layers.

Ms Taguchi explained that the
patterns in Japanese fabrics all have
names and stories attached to them,
and part of her work is conserving
those historic patterns. While she is

Including 7 NYC Printmakers
Linda Adatot

Michael W. Arike

Michael Di Cerbo

Robert Kipniss

Merle Perlmutter

Deann L. Prosia

Emily Trueblood

.fYREGALLERY

fYREGALLERY is a boutique fine art gallery specialising in
works on paper and textiles. Located in the unique heritage
listed town of Braidwood, NSW. fYREGALLERY has been
locally owned and operated since 2005 and is committed to
an ethos of beautiful, functional and sustainable art.

New Online Exhibition

All artists are generously

Wombat Refuge.

not able to travel to Japan to work
with her colleagues in fabric con-
servation, she is still able to main-
tain contact with them.

“When something like [COVID]
happens you’ve got to be inventive.
The arts in general have found other
ways of working,” she said.

Meanwhile, Mingei Studio is
ready to commence classes in
sashiko and sakiori (weaving new
fabric from old) with Mary Taguchi
and Heidi Horwood as soon as the
restrictions lift.

“I’ve got looms that arrived from
Germany just in time for the April
classes and everything is set up. As
soon as something becomes clear,
I’ll announce it on the website,” she
said. Mingei Studio can be found at
http://www .mingei.com.au/

A luckier break

Majors Creek-based musician,
Michael Simic, who also performs
with the stage name Mikelangelo,
says he hasn’t been as badly af-
fected as some of his fellow musi-
cians during the shutdown.

“I took time off from touring
with the birth of our daughter last
year, and got a part time job with
Music NSW as a Regional Music
Officer for the Southern Tablelands
working with artists, venues, coun-
cils and industry in Goulburn,
Bowral, Queanbeyan and Braid-
wood to support original contempo-
rary music,” he told the Changing
Times. “I haven’t been as hard hit
by gig cancellations as artists who
are dependent on gig income. [ only

Live from Friday 3rd April 2020
at https:/fwww. fyregallery.com

donating a share of their sales
to support Majors Creek

Address: 84 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW 2622

Contact: fyregallery@gmail.com | (02) 4842 1142 | hittps://www.fyregallery.com
Find Us en Facebook - Fyre Gallery - Fine Art Prints in Braidwood
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Michael Simic has his next gig booked
for October — “fingers crossed”.

lost about seven gigs,” he said.

Mr Simic, who has been a full-
time musician for 20 years with na-
tional and international tours and 12
albums to his name, said that he
knows other independent artists in
the region who have lost 150 gigs
or more during the shutdown, while
all usual music venues have been
shut and concerts and other events
cancelled.

“The volume of gig and job
losses is astronomical across the en-
tertainment industry. There’s a
website called I Lost My Gig that
has been collating lost income and
stories from the music industry.”

Website (https://ilostmygig.net.au/)
currently has the lost income and
revenue from the entertainment in-
dustry at $340 million nation-wide.
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A test of intelligence

A story in many parts by Paul Cockram

Damn it all man, he’s going to
get elected.

Who, asked Major Drum.

That bloke who’s running on the
anti-coal, peace, love and lentils
platform, replied Commodore
Crouch.

Is that a problem?

Well, Hubert Raddock for one, is
going to go ballistic, said Com-
modore Crouch throwing down the
newspaper. We have to do some-
thing about it or our whole business
model could go out the window.

Major Drum sipped on his cog-
nac, relaxed in his armchair as usual
on yet another lazy afternoon at the
club. He sat forward with a brisk-
ness that counted as a whole day’s
exercise and tapped Commodore
Crouch’s knee.

Let me check with my mates in
the Section. He winked at Com-
modore Crouch. There’s more than
one way to skin an activist you
know.

A phone rang in the bunker at
street-view level. It was one of
many phones in an auditorium-
sized room, lit to the limit by bright
overhead fluorescence. Each oper-

ative had a workstation divided by
a thin partition barely substantial
enough to hold stuck-on family
snaps and witty cartoons cut from
newspapers.

Wil Beazel speaking. Oh, g’day
Commander. How goes the retire-
ment?

Couldn’t ask for more old chap.
Nice bunch up here, all the right
sort, good food and plenty to drink.
Listen, I have a favour to ask. This
infernal chap Simon Saviour seems
to be blitzing the polls and it’s got
some of our chaps quite worried.
Can you fellows do anything?

While Wil Beazel was listening
on his hands-free phone he was al-
ready scrolling his screen through
the latest news reports about Simon
Saviour and his juggernaut political
movement.

We’re watching him for sure
Commander, you can be assured of
that.

But can you stop him? He’s a
damned threat to national security.
Major Drum paused for another sip.
We must nip these seditious ideas
in the bud or we’ll end up covered
in bloomin” windmill thingies and
solar panels, if you get my drift.

I appreciate your concern Com-
mander, I’ll send it up the line and
get back to you.

Wil Beazel walked to the lift and
went down a level. A peculiarity of
the building’s design was that to go
up in authority meant going down
in floor level. The most secure parts
of the command structure were
deep underground.

Wil Beazel knocked and entered
Harry Crutch’s office. Evening Wil,
what’s up.

I've just had a call sir, from the
club, you know ‘The Club’, he air-
quoted.

Oh yes, said Harry Crutch. I ex-
pect they’re all in a tizz over Simon
Saviour, am I right?

That’s it sir. They see his popu-
larity and possible election as a
threat to national security.

Yes, well, they’re not the only
ones. The PM’s department are
wetting themselves with worry.

Tell them at the club that we’re
monitoring developments closely.
Don’t promise them we’ll do any-
thing. We don’t act on their behalf,
they know that. Nevertheless some-
times things just happen.

Harry Crutch dismissed Wil
Beazel and put a call through to
Tom Tremble. Can I come down
and see you? I need some informa-
tion that’s right up your alley.

Further down in the bunker there
was no scenic view of the outside

world but rather the world was dis-
sected and displayed on wall-to-
wall computer monitors. From this
room it was possible to monitor
every traffic camera, every CCTV
and all news broadcasts.

All individuals of interest were
tracked 24/7 from a surveillance
amalgam that included their present
location, purchase history, emails,
browser history and social media
posts. Everyone in the system was
graded according to their prescribed
security threat and all connections
between citizens at ‘Orange Level’
or hotter were regularly issued to
the appropriate operatives as bul-
letins.

OK, said Tom Tremble. Who are
we after?

This bloke here, replied Harry
Crutch laying a folder of media
clippings on the desk.

Ah, so it’s political rather than
actual threat? Tom Tremble looked
up with a grin.

What'’s the diff Tom? A lot of our
people see political upheaval as a
far greater threat than a sporadic act
of terror.

Yet others, replied Tom Tremble,
might see a bit of upheaval as nec-
essary, desirable even, when our
political system is leading us to a
catastrophic climate outcome and
potential economic ruin leading
to...

Harry Crutch cut in. That’s not
our concern Tom. Our charter is to
preserve social stability not to pick
winners in the long-term.

And, he nearly added, it’s to do
the bidding of our masters in gov-
ernment — well, the right sort of
governments anyway.

OK, OK said Tom Tremble.
Leave it with me.

The PMD wants him neutralised
ASAP, like before the election.
Done quickly with no loose ends is
what they said.

Tom Tremble opened the folder.
I'll see what we can do.

One level further into the ground
Kylie Integra sat at her monitor.
She’d answered an ad in the paper
for ‘outstanding data analysts pre-
pared to serve their country’. The
pay and conditions, apart from
working underground, were good
too. She’d just been given the brief
to delve deeply into the life of
Simon Saviour and find anything
interesting lurking there.

She opened Simon Saviour’s
dossier ...

to be continued ...
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Lions Young Writers
Festival goes ahead

Who wrote this?

Despite the impact of COVID-19,
our local Braidwood Lions have de-
cided to press on full steam ahead
with their biennial Young Writers
Festival.

The 2020 festival builds on the
success of the Young Writers Fes-
tival 2018, which saw over 270 en-
tries submitted; a book published
containing over 30 of the best en-
tries; first and second prizes to each
of 6 age categories; as well as sur-
plus funds raised from sponsors and
book sales which were distributed
to needy causes in the district.

All school aged children who live
or go to school in the 2622 post-
code area can enter. Which means
all students going to Braidwood
Central School, St Bede’s Primary
School and home schoolers living
in 2622, as well as those attending
other schools and living in 2622.

Entries will close on 26 June
2020, with the award ceremony on
20 November 2020. Naturally, if
social distancing restrictions are
still in place there will be a re-
assessment regarding the holding of
an Awards Day.

Pieces can be written on any sub-
ject, be in any genre (eg. narrative,
persuasive, poetry) with the full
terms and conditions on the festival
website:  https://www.braidwood
youngwriters.com/.

As with the inaugural Young
Writers® Festival, there will be an-
other book published this year pro-
filing the best entries for 2020.

To illustrate some of the talent of
the students in our area, below is a
winning poem for 2018 by one of
the younger entrants, which in hind-
sight is so prophetic.

Fire Life
by Finbar O’Brien, aged 9 — Awarded First Prize (Year 3 and 4)

Kangaroos sniff the air the bound away.

High-pitched alarm calls ring out and wombats cower in their burrows.

The flames close in on the bushland

Turning trees to gold as leaves explode into fire.

The roaring orange dragon destroys everything in its path.

Then thunder rolls.
And the rain falls.

An eerie stillness settles on the grey ash carpet.

Bent trees stick up like black spikes.

But new growth is coming.

1538 anamasos ows

BRAIDWOOD LIONS FESTIVAL OF YOUNG WRITERS 2020

ATTENTION

Schooling may be a bit different....
But
The Young Writers Festival

Is still very much in

GO MODE!

Develop and discover
your writing skills.

Interact with established
local and internationally
renowned authors.

Book of best entries published
Some cash prizes.

Entries by 26 June

Award Ceremony 20 November

www.braidwoodyoungwriters.com
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PUZZLE No. 1:
O DISCOVER what the bear is
saying, replace the numbers in
the balloons with letters. 1 is A, 2 is
B and so on through to 26 for Z. I

Write the bear’s words on the lines
under the picture.

PUZZLE No. 2:
EARRANGE the letters below
to reveal the name of a famous
Tasmanian. Write the name on the
line below.

PUZZLE No. 3: A spelling challenge. Fill in the blanks.

GLADYS BER L___ N
MOUNT?KOS @)
FIONA KOT S

JEM MB _ NE

JERRA T LA

PUZZLE No. 4: Two of the boys are dressed alike — circle them.

SO e et

2wl iy e
HICHARD

upuie

-2 AN
TONY PETER
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Business to the fore in
Eden-Monaro contest

Suzanne Gearing, Chair, Braidwood Business Chamber

With council elections postponed
without fanfare until September
2021, the coming by-election is an
unexpected opportunity for our re-
gion to be front and centre on a fed-
eral level. Triggered by the
resignation of popular Labor MP
Mike Kelly due to health reasons,
political debate will be given signif-
icant momentum and Braidwood
has the opportunity to gain the help
it needs to successfully navigate the
challenges of the future.

There is no arguing that the pan-
demic has devastated businesses
everywhere, but for rural regions
that were also hit by drought, fires
and floods, COVID-19 has been a
particularly cruel blow. During
these challenging times, businesses
in our region have been given more
than their fair share of empty rhet-
oric.

The next representative for Eden-
Monaro has a massive job ahead of
them if they are to be truly support-

ive of the region. As Dr Kelly him-
self noted, “No region has suffered
more through the double whammy
of climate change, bushfires and
now coronavirus than Eden-
Monaro.”

Who's running this ship?

The question arises, who has
demonstrated the leadership skills
necessary to carry us forward from
here?

In the lead up to the election, the
Chamber will be engaging in dis-
cussions with the candidates, and
inviting them to a virtual town hall
meeting so that you can hear their
policies first hand, discuss the is-
sues that matter most to you, and
make an informed decision about
the future of your town. If you
would like to be kept up to date, fol-
low the link on our website under
‘contacts’ and have your name
added to our mailing list.

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

QPRC invites
comments on plans

Queanbeyan-Palerang Council is
seeking comment on their Opera-
tional Plan, Revenue Policy, and
Fees and Charges for 2020-21. All
relevant documents are available
on the Your Voice link on the
QPRC webpage (https://your-
voice.qpre.nsw.gov.au/).

The Operational Plan sets out
the budget for specific activities
and projects that Council will un-
dertake within each financial year.
The Revenue Policy sets the rating
structure and waste, water and
sewer fees for the financial year,
while the Fees and Charges looks
at what we charge for specific
services and facilities. Deadline
for comment is 1 June 2020.

The Draft Local Strategic Plan-
ning Statement (LSPS) — ‘Towards
2040’ sets out the 20-year vision
for land-use in the local area. The
LSPS is used in concert with the
Community Strategic Plan 2018-
2028 to set out the community’s
long-term vision and aspirations
for all Council’s planning activi-

ties. Deadline for comment is 25
May 2020.

The Financial Assistance Policy
- Drought, Bushfire, COVID-19
policy is an extension of Council’s
existing hardship policy and
recognises that there are members
of our community who may be in
financial stress at this time. Com-
ments are open until 21 May 2020.

Council adopted the Integrated
Water Cycle Management Plan
(IWCM) for the Palerang Commu-
nities in February 2019. The next
stage in the NSW Best Practice
Management Framework for
Water and Sewerage is the devel-
opment of supporting Develop-
ment Servicing Plans. These
documents are open for comment
for 30 days, from 28 April until 9
June 2020.

Other draft policies on which
Council seeks public comment by
15 May are:

Probity Policy, Records Policy,
Unsolicited Proposals Policy and
Public Art Policy.

Do you have any of the following
flu-like symptoms such as:

M fever M sore throat M head aches M fatigue
M aches and pains M runny nose M cough
M breathing issues

Testing is available but you must first
call — 1800 999 880 - Option 1

Goulburn Base Hospital & Health Service

130 Goldsmith St, Goulburn NSW 2580

Entry through the ‘old’ main entrance at Goulburn Base
Hospital. Daily 9am-5pm Signage in place.

Queanbeyan District Hospital & Health Service

107 Collett St, Queanbeyan NSW 2620

Entry at the rear of the hospital with dedicated parking on
Erin Street. Daily 9am-5pm Signage in place.

Eurobodalla Health Service

2 River St, Moruya NSW 2537

Moruya Pathways building (right hand side of hospital),
with the entrance through the door closest to the road.
Daily 9am-5pm Signage in place.

Bega Valley Health Service

4 Virginia Drive, Bega, NSW 2550

A ‘drive through clinic’, located prior to the main drop off
area of SERH. Traffic controllers are there to guide you.
Follow the signs at the main entrance. Daily 9am-5pm
Signage in place.

Cooma Health Service

Bent Street, Cooma, NSW 2630

Cooma Hospital & Health Service Directly outside ED in
the car park. Daily 9am-5pm Signage in place.

For all the above centres you must first

call — 1800 999 880 - Option 1

Outside these hours? Call Southern NSW helpline 1800
999 880 (option 1). We can organise a test at your local
hospital emergency department or help make alternative
arrangements.

CLASSIFIED ADS

RESIDENTIAL RENTAL OPPORTUNITY — $350 p/w
One cottage and a cabin are available for a single rental at
Dempseys Road Krawarree; located half an hour south of Braidwood
on the tar sealed Cooma Road, just 4 kms from the Gundillion Hall and
opposite the entry to The Big Hole and Marble Arch.

The cottage has 2 bedrooms and the cabin is open plan. Both are
very well insulated and appointed. There is plenty of external space
including a fenced vegetable garden. Electricity is included in the rent and
there is an option for use of a 2-3 acre paddock.

Would suit a mature couple — maximum of 3 permanent tenants.

Enquiries on 48471248 or 0432991135

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING SERVICE

RJ & KA Whiteman
« Light tree work * Wood chipping

MOWING and SLASHING
Need fire trails restored, seeded?
Erosion control, tree lines ripped

Poly pipes buried up to 50 mm diameter
(our own plough)

Call Dennis for a quote: 0428 487 724

 Stump grinding * Tipper hire
Please contact Ray 0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Braidwood local — reliable service
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Braidwood & Districts Community Bank® Branch
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Braidwood gardens
during isolation

Jennie Marston, Braidwood Garden Club

After drought and fires we have for-
tunately had some rain and our gar-
dens are coming back to life: some
have even become excitedly wild!
Being restricted to our homes many
have used the time to restore, reno-
vate and enjoy our gardens.

Here is what is happening in just
a few of Braidwood Garden Club
members’ gardens. Some are major
projects while for others it has been
rescuing bottlebrush overcome by
weeds and stabilising arbours heavy
with roses; they have been fantastic
this year.

John and Margaret have been
busy putting in a native plant area
within their larger evolving new
garden. The carefully planned gar-
den is located near to the house and
is designed to attract birds that can
be enjoyed from their bedroom.

The area was first cleared and ro-
tovated by Phil Shoemark, then
covered with eucalyptus mulch, and
finally planted with a selection of
natives. Pebbles and gravel sieved
from the site were relocated to
paths through the area.

I usually have a productive sum-
mer vegetable garden, but never

have much success in winter. In
early March, not knowing what was
going to happen over future months
and if we were going to get fresh
food, like many others, we decided
to try a winter crop. Unfortunately,
last summer I hadn’t managed a
planting so there were heaps of
weeds!

As well as clearing the garden we
decided that we should revamp the
garden completely. We built boxes,
200mm high with timber safe for
gardens, around the original beds to
stop weeds creeping in; we added a
lot of old manure (more for hum-
mus) and blood and bone to our
sandy soil; and we improved the
watering system.

I have 12 beds designed for a 4-
bed rotation. Using staggered plant-
ing, there are now cabbage,
cauliflower, brussel sprouts, pak
choi, three types of spinach/silver-
beet, lettuce, rocket, carrots, beet-
root, leeks and onions at different
stages. After only 7 weeks we are
already eating English spinach and
are overwhelmed by rocket. We
look forward to future produce.
These first two projects are detailed

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES
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in the April Newsletter for Braid-
wood Garden Club.

Learning from the fires

After the horror of the summer
fires that came very close to their
property and research into firewise
plants, Chris decided to clear any
eucalypts within 100 metres of their
home.

They have then spread stable
mulch/hardwood sawdust and are
planning on planting low fire-risk
deciduous trees and hedging plants
including rare oaks, railway
poplars, maples, camellia, abelias
and crepe myrtles in Spring. (See
the accompanying article on Gar-
dening in Bushfire-prone Areas).

So what can you do this month in
the garden? BGC member Kate

Chinnick suggests:

e debudding spring flowering
camellias for larger flowers ;

e planting Tulips and Dutch Iris;

e pinching back spring flowering
annuals to strengthen growth;

e tidying hellebores & applying a
complete fertilizer + dolomite
lime;

* monitoring vegetable crops for
pests and weeds;

e planting seedlings of Asian veg-
etables;

e preparing beds for
seedlings in late winter;

e plant new strawberry plants;

* tieing up sweet pea plants, and

raking up fallen leaves for compost.
Good gardening everyone.

onion

5 p
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

ANGLICAN PARISH OF BRAIDWOOD

I would take nothing away from the way we all
feel today in the midst of the threat of the
COVID-19 virus. I would not say to you that
everything is all right. Because it’s not and you
know it.

Further we know that we will not be ‘right’
for a long time.

God made us so that we can have relation-
ships with one another and when those relation-
ships are threatened we feel pain.

So, I would like to speak a word of comfort
today. It comes from John 14:verse 1, where it
says; “Let not your heart be troubled; believe in
God, believe also in me (Jesus)”.

Because we have faith we believe that even
in the midst of the storm — even in the valley
of the shadow - there can be a peace that will
pass all understanding — because we know that
God is with us.

The 23rd Psalm says that too, doesn’t it. “Yea
though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death I will fear no evil, for you are with me.”
He is here on all our situations. He is present.
He does not practice social distancing, he rather
draws nearer in our times of distress and confu-
sion. Believe in Him — trust in Him and God
will grant us his perfect peace in all the circum-
stances in which we find ourselves.

Sadly, our church doors must remain closed
for a while longer. We are trialling a service of
prayer & praise with the help of Zoom each
Sunday morning. If you’d like to join in, please
email anglicanworshipbraidwood @gmail.com
for more information.

If you haven’t heard the Ecumenical service
at 10 am on Sundays on Braidwood Community
Radio, I commend it to you.

BRAIDWOOD UNITING CHURCH

Another aphorism that Jesus used (that’s a pithy
expression holding a deep truth) was the state-
ment; “Where your treasure is, there also will
your heart be.” The word treasure conjures up
pictures of pirates, “X” marks the spot, and lots
of digging. But pressing into the phrase we can
see it as an invitation to look at what we con-
sider valuable. We invest in what we love. This
saying of Jesus can be a great catalyst for find-
ing our personal values, and the priorities in our
life. What do I spend my time on? What do I
spend my money on? What is my mind full of?
We show what is valuable to our heart, by what
we choose to give our attention to. Today I
choose to give my heart, and time, to what I re-
ally value. What about you? Blessings from Dr
Julie Fletcher and the congregation of Braid-
wood Uniting Church. Thank you for your gen-
erous support of our Op Shop in the past. At
present we cannot take any donations as we
have no storage. Please hold your donations
until we can reopen the doors.
(drjuliefletcher@gmail.com)

BCA ‘“Zooms’ in for
community assistance

Sue Murray, President, Braidwood Community Association

With face-to-face meetings still not
possible, the Braidwood Commu-
nity Association has been involved
in weekly Zoom meetings with the
QPRC Bushfire Renewal Team.
Representatives from local commu-
nity organisations and outlying vil-
lages have shared information and
ideas with the QPRC Bushfire
team, as well as representatives of
other organisations offering assis-
tance to bushfire victims.

Assistance made easy

Finding a way through the maze
of assistance being offered to bush-
fire victims can be daunting. Last
week we heard from Fiona Taylor
from the Rural Financial Coun-
selling Service. Fiona has a com-
prehensive understanding of the
financial assistance available to
those impacted by the fires. She
can provide free one-on-one advice,
and can also refer people on to
other agencies for help. Her contact
number is 0429 057 597.

Other invaluable help and advice
is available from Judy Carmody
from the Rural Adversity Mental
Health Program. Judy can be con-
tacted on 0417 131 301.

A reminder that the Braidwood
Community Help Fund is offering
financial assistance to anyone im-
pacted by the fires. That includes
businesses who lost trade over the
summer due to roads closures and
disruptions to normal life. Applica-
tion forms are available at the Bank,
or from David Avery on 0413 640
373.

We haven’t been forgotten

It may sometimes seem that
bushfire victims have been forgot-
ten. That is far from the case. Help
is available, and the QPRC Bush-
fire Renewal team hopes to resume
personal visits to Braidwood soon.
Meanwhile Terry Campese and
Sharon Alles can be contacted on
6285 6789, or by email:

recovery @qprc.nsw.gov.au.

Discussions at the online meet-
ings revolve around ways to help
individuals, as well as ways to as-
sist the community during this long
journey of recovery. Ideas for com-
munity renewal are always on the
agenda. With Covid-19 restrictions
in place, several planned events
have been put on hold.

Economic recovery on the agenda

The BCA has been invited by
QPRC to provide input into plans
for post-fire economic recovery and
renewal. This is a great opportunity
to work with other local groups and
individuals for the future of our
community.

We have added questions for dis-
cussion at the online QPRC Com-
munity Consultation on May 21st.
We have requested updates on the
swimming pool, the Monkittee
Creek pedestrian pathway, foot-
paths and bikepaths around town,
and other issues. We are contacting
our members and supporters to help
us compile a list of community pri-
orities for investment by QPRC.
Ideas from all members of the com-
munity are welcome.

Email suejmurray@yahoo.com
with any ideas, concerns, and sug-
gestions about the way forward for
our community. With your support,
we can make a difference.

Tombarra by the Mongarlowe

EVENTS AND ACCOMMODATION

Re-opened for business
for 10 people or less

¢ Family gatherings
* Weddings & celebrations T

¢ Conferences

All units are self-contained (own bathroom)

Book now on: 0497 638 631
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe
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[ DONT SEE
ANY LIGHTNING...
0'200444"202002 | THINK WE'RE
Cartoon
reproduced from:
http:/linpursuit
of1000.blogspot

.com/2016/08/
T,

Windy weather was no
problem for this lot

Braidwood golfers are a tough
bunch. Despite the extreme winds
on Saturday, around 20 golfers
turned out for the weekly competi-
tion, which is still being played
under the COVID regulations of so-
cial distancing.

The men’s competition was gen-
erously sponsored by David God-

Burke 31pts

out 1 to 26, Nick Fry out 1 to 14

nant Wood 35pts

32pts, Tom Duffy 31pts, Don

Handicap Changes: Roger Hovey
down 1 to 23, Michael Fitzgerald

Women’s Winner: Robin Ten-

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES
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Runner Up: Fran McGrath 33pts

Ball Comp: Barb Stuart 30pts,
Judy Scott 29pts

Handicap Changes: Robin Ten-
nant Wood down 1 to 32

The club championships are
coming up and all members are re-
minded that they must register to
play by 18 May. The champi-
onships will be played over three
rounds, to be held on 23, 24 and 30
May.

dard, and the ladies’ competition
was the Madeline Lester Memorial
Day, with thanks to Judy Scott for
her sponsorship and for continuing
to honour Madeline in this way for
the club.

Both competitions were played
as single stablefords.

Primary Producer

Results

Men’s Winner: Roger Hovey
36pts
Runner Up: Mark Newman 34pts
Third Place: Nelson Sargent
33pts c/b
Ball Comp: Rod Coady 33pts,
Andrew Clark 32pts, Gordon Scott

Latest Coronavirus rules:

Aust Chief Medical Officer
says, “regulation can achieve
things but every individual has
to do more.

“If you’re going to a shopping
centre to buy something, don’t
hang around for half-an-hour
mingling for no purpose — go
home.

“If you see someone not prac-

Small Business

Not For Profit

Sporting Clubs

Recovery assistance at hand

The New South Wales Rural Assistance Authority has the
following assistance available in the QPRC region:

Concessional Loans $130,000 - Applications close 6/6/20
Transport Subsidies $15,000 - Applications close 6/6/20
Special Disaster Grant $75,000 - Applications close 31/7/20
Bushfire Working Capital loan $50,000 - Closes 31/7/20
Bushfire Recovery loan $500,000 - Closes 31/7/20

Concessional Loans $130,000 - Applications close 6/6/20
Bushfire Recovery Grant available through Service NSW
Bushfire Working Capital loan $50,000 - Closes 31/7/20
Bushfire Recovery loan $500,000 - Closes 31/7/20

Concessional Loans $25,000 - Applications close 6/6/20
Bushfire Recovery Grant available through Service NSW
Bushfire Working Capital loan $50,000 - Closes 31/7/20
Bushfire Recovery loan $500,000 - Closes 31/7/20

Concessional Loans $10,000 - Applications close 6/6/20
Bushfire Recovery Grant available through Service NSW

tising social distancing, tell

them.”

Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and

any local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

BCT ALLSTARS

Thesaurus

You might well wonder at the power of
words, especially made-up ones. It seems
that someone at News Limited heard from
someone who knows someone that COVID-
19 was deliberately spawned in a Wuhan lab-
oratory.

Gimme

Then before you can say, “huh”, all the Presi-
dent’s men are quoting ‘reliable media re-
ports’ that it’s true. Chinese whispers
indeed.

Canker

Today is a good day to not feel nervous
about getting shot. Thank your lucky stars
you don’t live in Michigan. You might have
seen the photo of their government looking
nervous as the public gallery filled with
angry constituents toting assault rifles de-
manding the right to get as close to cach
other as their ammo pouches allowed.

Lost

Ah Facebook. What would we do with out
you. Connecting families from one side of
the lounge room to the other. Today might
be a good time to try actual conversation.

Virtue

Post more pictures of your cat on social
media. It’s important if you wish to live
your life vicariously via the ‘likes” and ‘love’
emoji thingies.

Liberal

This month sees the super in supercilious.
You did a good job letting the experts be the
face of the challenge. By contrast the US
public face has been one part pandemic and
nine parts comedic.

Scorporation

Next month the billionaires want you back
on the treadmill. So might you. Your life
choices might well be working for peanuts,
working for no nuts or simply going nuts.
Sagginpuss

If that’s you doing donuts down at the Rec,
cut it out will you? Your life might be going
round in circles but it’s giving everyone else
the sh¥ts.

Cappuccino

Get out there and have your fix. It’s sort of
okay now if your in a group of less than 10
people and none of them is coughing or
sweating, Good news for holes-in-the-wall
and less good for establishments that require
aminimum daily clientele to be viable.
Aquatic

No clean drinking water for our children
perhaps. While we lock our selves down the
NSW government locks in the undermining
of Sydney’s water catchment. The company
might be called Peabody but the politicians
who turn a blind eye, or even encourage this
perfidy, will be remembered as Peabrain.

Pieces

And by the way, the mining company’s claim
that it’s ‘good coal” needed for steel produc-
tion where there’s no replacement is a
blatant porky. Hydrogen is taking over that
role too as well as being an emerging fuel
for electricity generation.

Airy

You might download the COVID app this
week. What might happen? Probably not
nearly as much as when you searched for ink
cartridges on eBay and within five minutes
were bombarded by ads on Facebook for the
sort that leak and destroy the printer.
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