
Robin Tennant-Wood

Volunteers from Braidwood
Urban Landcare and Common-
wood Farm were hard at work on
Stage 2 of the tree-planting along
Flood Creek in perfect autumn
weather on Saturday. 

The first stage of planting, under-
taken last year, saw casurinas
planted between the creek and the
public walking path along Bombay
Road. Saturday’s working bee saw
up to 250 native trees, planted fur-
ther along the creek, towards the
confluence of Flood Creek with
Monkittee Creek. 

The project is part of the Com-
munity Environment Program
funded by the federal government,
for which former federal MP, Mike
Kelly, encouraged the groups to
apply.

Co-ordinator of the program,
Annie Duke, said that trees chosen
for this planting were food for the
glossy black cockatoos as well as
habitat for smaller birds such as the
scarlet robin and superb fairy wren.
They will also serve to stabilise the
creek bank to protect against ero-
sion.

The broader aim of the Common-

wood project, Ms Duke explained,
is to rehabilitate the land and re-en-
gage the community with the com-
mon as well as provide local food
security and bushfire resilience. A
big call? Yes, but community part-
nerships are making it happen. With
funding from the NSW govern-
ment’s Bushfire Recovery Grant,
and a partnership between Com-
monwood, Braidwood Central
School’s ag program and the Braid-
wood Life Centre with support
from Braidwood Butchery Com-
monwood Farm Inc is taking the
long view.

Ms Duke said that there are
several elements to the overall

project. The first will be a
public walking path right along

Flood Creek to Monkittee
Creek where the group is

hoping to be able to place a
hide for birdwatching. 

A local food project is in partner-
ship with the BCS ag program
which will provide a certain num-
ber of lambs every year that will
keep the grass down and then will
be butchered, courtesy of Mick at
Braidwood Butchery, and meat do-
nated to the Life Centre for distri-

bution according to need, as well as
fruit and nut trees. 

Finally, there will be a ‘green
wedge’ planted for bushfire protec-
tion. This last element will utilise
the land that was bulldozed for a
firebreak during the North Black
Range fire last year, replanting it
with what Ms Duke describes as a
“living, green, fire retardant fire-
break.” It will be kept green and the
vegetation chosen will be a range of
exotic and native trees known to be
fire resistant or fire retardant. 

On Saturday, however, it was all
about getting the trees in the ground
with protective netting to defend
the young trees against animals and
floodwaters. Annie Duke has ex-
pressed thanks to all the volunteers
who attended and “got their hands
dirty helping to protect and improve
this wonderful piece of community
land.” 

She added, “we would also like
to acknowledge support from the
Communities Environment Pro-
gram, administered through the De-
partment of Industry, Science,
Energy, and Resources. We appre-
ciate the efforts of our former local
member, Mike Kelly, and his staff
who recommended our project for

support. This funding has enabled
all of us who volunteer our time to
plant a total of 280 Casuarinas and
100 shrubs on the Braidwood Com-
mon. If you were hoping to join in
but couldn’t make it, there will be
more opportunities in future. Stay
tuned for an upcoming announce-
ment.”
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Temp Min Max rain
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Fr: 9° 19° 30%
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Mon 7° 18° 30%
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Bob Field with a new casuarina.

Meraiah Foley, Judy Knowles, Annie Duke, Sarah Leheny, Abby French and Sue Murray relax at the luncheon table.



The first public Anzac commem-
orations since 2019 saw pre-
COVID numbers back for the
services in Braidwood and Majors
Creek.

The Dawn Service in Braidwood
drew a crowd of around 150 for the
traditional commemoration. Braid-
wood Central School captains,
Darcy Lyons and Charlie Campbell
both spoke very well; Darcy ac-
knowledged the service of Indige-
nous servicemen who, he pointed
out, were not even regarded as citi-
zens in their own country at the
time they volunteers for armed
service in the First World War.
Charlie acknowledged the service
of the nurses who, while given of-
ficer ranks, were paid half as much
as their male officer counterparts

and were not eligible for the hon-
ours awarded to officers. 

At Majors Creek, retired Air Vice
Marshall Chris Deeble spoke to
around 100 locals who attended the
march and service about the signif-
icance of the stained glass panels in
Australia War Memorial’s Hall of
Memories and how these relate to
contemporary Australian values.
The theme for the Majors Creek
commemoration was the service of
animals in war, particularly dogs
and horses. Vietnam veteran, Rudy
Stachow, recounted the story of
Juno (Private D7919), a kelpie-
labrador cross, who served with dis-
tinction in Vietnam.

Later in Braidwood the mid-
morning march and service drew a
crowd at least equal to that of the
pre-COVID ceremonies.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

A roof of one’s own

Numbers back for
Anzac Day 2021
Robin Tennant-Wood

Marjorie Lemin lays a wreath on behalf of Majors Creek Progress Association.

The Majors Creek march.Gathering at Braidwood for the dawn service.

From the screening of the inspira-
tional 2040 to the hands-on com-
mitment of the Commonwood
Farm team, we’ve seen an in-
crease in focus on local sustain-
ability over the past few weeks. 

As a small regional community,
such a focus is vital if we are to ad-
dress the challenge of climate
change in a way that will ensure
that our district is resilient and can
support itself in areas such as food
production and energy generation.

One sustainability challenge that
is not being addressed, however,
and one which requires more than
local action, is that of housing inse-
curity. A study conducted last year
found that homelessness in Aus-
tralia – that is, people who do not
have a permanent residence – was
set to increase by 9% this year.
Housing stress – defined as house-
holds that spend more than 30% of
their household income on rent or
mortgage repayments – was set to
increase this year by a staggering
24%. 

We can’t pretend that this isn’t
happening in our own community.
We already know that there is a dire
shortage of low-cost housing in
Braidwood. The consequences of
this are broad and include families
moving away from the district to
towns where affordable housing is
available, families having to access

charity for food and household es-
sentials simply to maintain a roof
over their heads, and, in a worst-
case scenario, homelessness. Un-
fortunately, with the best will in the
world, no local community can ad-
dress this issue on its own. We need
support from local and state gov-
ernment.

In a few months we will be vot-
ing in the NSW local government
elections. So far at least five of our
current councillors have indicated
that they will not be seeking re-
election, which means that the
Queanbeyan-Palerang council that
takes its seats in September will
look considerably different to cur-
rent council. 

Now is the opportunity to talk
housing security with those

people who will be seeking to
represent us for the next local

government term.
Local sustainability certainly

needs a focus on local food produc-
tion, clean energy and the infra-
structure for community health and
well-being. But to be truly resilient
and prepared to meet the challenges
of the future, be they fires, drought,
extreme weather events, rising en-
ergy costs or the myriad of things
we can’t foresee, we need to ensure
that every member of this commu-
nity has a roof over their head.
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“You’ve got mail.”
Keep an eye out for Nutrien’s ‘Trade Day 
Specials’ booklet in your letterbox soon.

Nutrien Ag
Solutions
Braidwood

Nutrien Ag Braidwood Trade Day is back with the
annual event set down for Thursday 27th May.
After a year’s absence due to Covid, Richard
Walker has many of the usual companies attending
this year’s event.
Sixty companies right across the agricultural sector
will demonstrate their products at the year’s Trade
Day.
Specials on all products will occur on Trade Day
with once-a-year savings. With fencing equipment
being in big demand after the fires of 2020, Richard
has been able to maintain special pricing to help
farmers secure their stock.
Price rises will occur on all the Galmax range of
fencing in June. Any fencing ordered on Trade Day
will have the pre-price rise pricing.
There are great specials on Animal Health products,
Stihl products, sheep and cattle handing
equipment, Bushman and Rhino tanks, Goldacre
spray equipment, Cyclone gates, generators and
more.
If you can’t attend on Trade Day, phone orders
are most welcome and delivery can be arranged.
Demonstrators of cattle handling gear from Arrow,
Red River and CIA will be at Trade Day. There are
delivery delays with all cattle yards and crushes,
with up to 12 months with CIA cattle crushes.

Nutrien’s Trade Day will also demonstrate the new
Stihl 5001 chainsaw along with the many new
battery products from Stihl.
Once again we will be offering free coffee and the
famous Poppies Pies for our customers on the day.
We hope to see you there for this year’s specials
and information day.

For more information contact Richard Walker on 4842 2405

TRADE DAY PARTICIPANTS: Allflex — Airco — Animal Innovations AIMS — Ambos — Aprilla — Arrow Farmquip — Austral Wire — Australian Feeds —
Auswest Seeds — Bare Co. — Bayer — Boehringer — lngelheim — BOC Gas — Boyds Engineering — Bromar — Bushman Tanks — Caltex — Century
Batteries — CGU Insurance — Cdax — CIA Leichts — Cox Industries — Caprice Feeds — Christie Engineering — Conlon Stock Troughs — Cyclone —
Coopers — Davey Pumps — Dow Chemicals — Daviesway — Elanco — GA Equipment — Gallagher — Graincorp/Champion Liquids — Grow Choice —

Genesis —  Gentech — Goldacres — Heiniger — Heritage Seeds — Hygain — Hypro — lncitec Pivot — Independent Steel — lplex — Jurox — Liernerts —
Loveland — Manildra — Mars Petcare — Nestle Purina — Norma Pacific — Nufarm — Olssons — Omya Lime — Ozcrop — Philmac — Rapidplas —
Rapidspray — Red River Yards — Rhino Tanks — Roger Garnsey Agronomy — Ruminate Nutrition — Stihl — Solo — Supagas — Stockhealth —

TapexThunderbird — Trutest — Upper Murray Seeds — Valley Seeds — Vella Stockfeeds — Virbac — Waratah — Wrightsons — Zagro — Zoetis
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Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week
Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies
Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

I have had a couple of BCC’s in
the past and often have sun spots
frozen off on my hands. 

Being very fair, I am aware of the
importance of having regular
checks with my GP. Therefore
when I noticed 2 tiny spots on my
right hand that were still there after
using Efudix cream and also having
some frozen, I spoke with my doc-
tor who informed me that they
would have to be removed with an
incision and stitches.

My hand was numbed with local
anaesthetic and my doctor pro-
ceeded to cut these out. He had to
be very careful, as he explained
they were very close to a vein as
well as the bone at the base of my
thumb. Also my skin is very fine
and fragile, making his task even
harder.

I was amazed later to find he had
to take a much larger amount, than
first thought. This was then sent for
Biopsy. I then had my hand dressed
by the nurse every few days, so I
asked her to take a photo so I could
show my family.  There were 12
stitches, and I found it very difficult
to do simple things we take for
granted.  

I discovered I’m certainly not
ambidextrous. However I knew it
was important to rest my hand so it
could heal quickly. Two weeks later
I had the stitches removed, but still
had a nasty scar. After using bio oil
regularly my hand has healed well.

When the doctor told me that the
Pathology results showed that these
were SCC’s, I was amazed. They
had been no bigger than 2 tiny pin

heads, so I felt very relieved to
know they had been removed.  I
have now booked in for a complete
Skin Check.

I am sometimes asked what BCC
and SCC stand for, so I have found
some information which explains
the importance of staying vigilant.

BCCs or Basal Cell
Carcinomas appear most

frequently on exposed parts of
the body. They appear as small
shiny lumps or nodules on the
skin.  People who are at highest

risk are those who have fair
skin, blonde or red hair, blue,

green or grey eyes.
SCCs or Squamous Cell Carci-

noma is a tumour that occurs in the
outer layer of skin (the epithelium).
SCCs are most often found on sun-
exposed areas of skin, often the
ears, face, hands, scalp and lips.
Hands are a common problem if
you drive a lot as the sun is intensi-
fied as it comes through the wind-
screen. Wearing gloves whilst
driving or gardening is imperative.

When an SCC appears as a dry or
irritated patch of skin or a wound or
scab that wont heal, it can Metas-
taize and spread to other parts of the
body if not treated in a timely man-
ner.

Heredity also plays a part since a
person has an increased chance of
these occurring. Regular skin can-
cer checkups and body maps are the
best way to fight this deadly dis-
ease, and a yearly skin exam with
your doctor can detect skin cancer
early when it is most treatable.

YOUR HEALTH

A Timely Warning
Lyn Cram
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Talk to Jane on 0400 472 577

MEET THE SUMMERFIELD RESIDENTS

Jennifer and Bob Field.

somewhere to put down some
roots. We had a house up in
Yamba for 12 years and it was
time to downsize and get on
the ground. It was a split, three
level house, so not appropriate
for ageing. So we were on the

lookout for something. And
over Christmas time we saw
many ads for Summerfield
during the cricket. We came
out and had a look and I was
impressed.
Bob: It seems to be very well-
planned and we’re finding that
the facilities here are quite
generous in terms of the pool
and the gym and the art room
and things like that.
Jennifer: I swim every day and
we do aqua aerobics every
day.
Bob:
And the air is fresher and nicer
than say, Canberra. Jennifer’s
from Burke. And I’m from
Forbes originally, so we know
city life and country life, and
now it’s time to relax a little bit

in the country.
Jennifer: Another thing we
like about it is that it’s Torrens
Title. That was important to us
as well, that we get something
that we own and we can do
what we want with. Also, a
funny coincidence attracted us
to this place, it’s our daughter’s
name. Her name is Summer
Field.
Braidwood has always been a
place that’s just had a little
spark in my mind. I don’t know
why, because I didn’t know
anybody from here, but every
time I passed, I just liked the
sound of the name. And then
when we saw this place I
thought, “Braidwood. I
remember Braidwood from
way back.” 

Jennifer: We’re currently
house sitting a Canberra house
for our son. He’s in Bath with
Bath Rugby. He was with the
Brumbies in Canberra. So we
came down to house sit for
him, and we were looking for

Fair to say that we love our dogs
here in Braidwood. Most house-
holds have one and everyone
seems to know everyone else’s
dogs. 

It is, of course, inevitable that oc-
casionally a gate will be left inad-
vertently opened or an over-
enthusiastic dog will get out
through a chink in a fence. The
local Facebook page features lost or
found dog announcements on a reg-
ular basis and in most cases, the er-
rant hound is apprehended and
returned to its rightful yard in a
timely manner.

However, there have been a few
incidents recently that have raised
the ire of local residents. 

The first is off-leash and wander-
ing dogs.

Kelly Watson last week had a
close encounter when, getting back
into her car on Wallace Street, a
dog bounded in through the open
driver’s door and leapt into the back
where Kelly’s three-year old
daughter was strapped in her car
seat. 

The dog, fortunately, was

friendly and the owner was on the
scene immediately to remove it and
apologised profusely to Kelly, but
Kelly’s daughter, who is afraid of
dogs at the best of times, was dis-
tressed by the experience.

There have also been several re-
ports of dogs best described as ‘se-
rial offenders’. These dogs are
frequently seen wandering the
streets and pose a danger to them-
selves, traffic and pedestrians. Re-
gardless of how friendly a dog is, or
how well it knows its way home, it
is illegal to allow a dog to wander
the streets.

The council’s regulations for
dog owners are on the QPRC
webpage, but in short, dogs in

public must be on-leash. 

The designated off-leash area in
Braidwood is Bicentennial Park on
McKellar Street. Dog owners can
be fined for allowing their dogs to
be off-leash in public other than at
the off-leash park.

Any dog attack, whether on pri-
vate or public property should be
reported to council. Under the

Love ’em and leash ’em
Robin Tennant-Wood

Companion Animals Act 1998 a
dog owner is liable if their dog at-
tacks a person or another animal. If
an attack occurs outside council
hours, the police have authority to
act under the Companion Animals
Act 1998.

The second issue regards dog
owners cleaning up after their
pooches. It has become standard
practice to carry plastic bags to col-
lect anything our dogs may leave on
the pavement for unwary pedestri-
ans to step in. The idea, though, is

that the bag be taken home and dis-
carded in the garbage bin, NOT
tossed aside in someone else’s gar-
den or along the side of the public
footpaths. Why go to the trouble of
putting a biodegradable, albeit ol-
factorily unappealing substance in
a bag only to create more litter?
This is neither responsible dog
ownership nor being a responsible
citizen. If you’re so confident in the
biodegradability of your plastic
bag, take it home and throw it in
your own yard. 



Letter of Gratitude to the
Braidwood Community  
On behalf of the Braidwood RSL
Sub Branch, I wish to thank the
Braidwood and district commu-
nity not only for their attendance,
but for their wonderful involve-
ment displayed on ANZAC Day
2021. 

As a very new executive (one
month as new chums) we learnt a
lot from organising our first
ANZAC ceremonies and this will
make us better administrators of our
Heritage Day next year and into the
future. Our personal letters of
thanks to key persons and commu-
nity groups will be forthcoming be-
cause ‘Service without Recognition
is Punishment.’

This brings us to what may be an
epilogue to ANZAC 2021, but no
less important and maybe more so
to our Peacekeepers.

A Park Bench has been installed
in The Anzac Memorial Garden
precinct to honour our younger vet-
erans since the Vietnam War.  This
was dedicated on Sunday 2nd May
at 1100 Hrs.  

A small memorial from a small
country town with A BIG HEART.

Some 106,910 Aussie have lost
their lives protecting our homeland,
with five times that number
wounded. Fifty-three lives have
been lost since Vietnam by our
Peacekeepers, which is yet to be
fully recognized by the Public.

Garry Pieper,
Secretary, Braidwood RSL

Sub Branch

The Dancing Queen Blues
I got to the end of the last issue of
the Changing Times and realised
I had missed Music Matters.
WRONG! 

There was no David McClymont
review to be found! David has in-
troduced me to the divine Candace
Springs, Beegie Adair and Linda
Ronstadt’s dreamy interpretations
of the American Songbook along
with triggers to re-listen to the
music of many old favourites.

And there right in front of me —
NOTHING! 

ABBA anyone?
Lesley Sykes,
Mongarlowe

Music to stop time
“The purpose of art is to stop
time” ~  Bob Dylan

The Braidwood Servicemen’s
Club will be the venue for a most
unusual music event on Sunday 23
May: a nine-hour, pop-up, interac-
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VETERANS MEMORIAL
Suppose you did a job, without the needed pay.
Suppose you believed a cause and told it’s had its day.
Suppose you fought a war, and were considered on the bottom.
Suppose you come on home and soon you were forgotten.
Suppose that all you felt, you kept bottled up – confused.
Suppose that you were told there’s nothing for those who lose.

How would you feel?

You would need to know if anybody cared.
You would need to know how widows and mothers fared.
You would need to know that soldiers do not stand alone.
You would need to know you are finally back at home.
You would need to know that your fallen mate is honoured.  
You would need to know about your time that they had borrowed.
You would need to know the nation’s hallowed place.  
You would need to know the lifting of disgrace.

Would need to see rebuilt, the veterans broken years.  
You would need to see the memorial’s silent tears.

Pied Pieper, 1986 

B

tive extravaganza featuring the
music of Bob Dylan and the Beatles
plus John Lennon’s solo work. 

John Winston and Bobby is a
Buill and Nancy Feets production
and, in keeping with Dylan’s own
assertion that the purpose of art is

to stop time, it will start with the
most recent work of the Noble lau-
reate and Bard for Changing Times,
and work in reverse chronological
order to his earliest work as a young
folksinger in New York’s Green-
wich Village. 

The production is described by
promoter, Nancy Feets, as ‘a multi-
media retrospective with record-
ings, concerts, films, books, clips
and distractions.’ She also ex-
pressed her thanks to everyone who
said ‘yes’ in assisting to get this
one-off production off the ground.

In the course of his six-decade
career, Dylan has recorded over 600
songs. The Beatles recorded around
230 in just one decade and Lennon
himself went on to record a further
150 as a solo artist. The Lennon-
McCartney song-writing partner-
ship is still regarded as the most
successful in history.

Last year marked the 40th an-
niversary of Lennon’s assassination
and also his 80th birthday. Dylan’s
80th birthday is on 24 May this
year. This event is timed to coincide
with Dylan’s 80th. 
John Winston and Bobby
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club,

Sunday, 23 May 12 noon – 9.00pm
Entry by donation to the Braid-

wood Life Centre.
Tambourine Walrus-Mann

Braidwood

Seen at the Boiled Lolly: Christine Dimmer, Lorraine Yewdall, Wendy Hart, Lois McKenzie, Jane Moore and Irene Wolford.
Part of the relaxing regimen of Tai Chi for Arthritis on Tuesdays and Fridays, 10 - 11am at the Services Club.

OUT AND ABOUT IN TOWN
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BCA submission and recom-
mended three  additional paths to be
included on the Operational Plan.
The paths proposed are: a shared
path along Coronation Avenue
from Wallace St to the Servicemens
Club, a shared path along Duncan
St between Wallace St and Monkit-
tee St, and a footpath along Elring-
ton St between Wilson St and
Duncan St.  The estimated total cost
of these paths is $357,000 which
are apparently to be funded by de-
veloper contributions.  

On the issue of water security,
the response was that Council are
reviewing water security with assis-
tance from NSW Public Works. A
report will be considered once the
first stage of the review is complete. 

On the proposal for a 25m swim-
ming pool, the report stated that this
is not included in the 21-22 Opera-
tional Plan as no grant funding op-
portunities are available, and the
current focus is on completing the
changerooms project. 

On the Skate Park proposal, as
with the pool, it is not included in
the 21-22 plan, however staff will
seek grant funding opportunities as
they become available. 

The QPRC Draft Operational
Plan for 2021-22 is now open for
public comment at : https://your-
voice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/draft-inte-
grated-plans-2020-211.

Many issues of concern to the
community were raised during the
survey, and many interesting ideas
for future projects were received.
We will report on these in the com-
ing weeks.  Analysing the re-
sponses has been a very
time-consuming process. 

We encourage all interested resi-
dents to attend the QPRC Commu-
nity Meeting in Braidwood. It will
be held on Tuesday, 11 May 2021
from 6-8pm at the Braidwood Ser-
vicemens Club.  To attend you need
to register at:

https://www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Ev
ents/Community-Meeting-Braid
wood.

In March 2021, the Braidwood
Community Association under-
took its ‘Have your Say’ survey of
residents in 2622. We asked ques-
tions on the local issues and proj-
ects that are important to them. 

The survey received 314 re-
sponses from residents.  This is
about 8% of the overall population
or 10% of the adult population. On
geographical representation, 44%
of the respondents lived in Braid-
wood, 46% in rural areas and 13%
in villages.  This is close to the dis-
tribution of population as measured
in the last census.  92% of respon-
dents were full-time residents.
While we cannot claim this to be
representative of the entire popula-
tion, it does give us an insight into
the ideas of a cross-section of the
community.  We did not ask for age
range  but we think that most of the
respondents were adults.  The sur-
vey was conducted both online and
in hard copy, using the SurveyMon-
key platform.  This is the leading
online survey platform. 

We were surprised and pleased to
find that 314 individuals cared
enough about our district to fill out
the survey. This level of response is
substantially higher than QPRC
would normally expect to get from
its public consultations.

We asked a range of questions,
and as expected, received a range of
responses. 

Our first question asked for a rat-
ing on 4 projects of interest to many
Braidwood residents, for potential
inclusion in QPRC’s 2021-22 Op-
erational Plan.  Respondents were
asked to rank the projects between
very low and very high importance
to them.  The results of this rating
are as follows:

It is no surprise that drought-
proofing Braidwood’s Water
Supply is considered by survey re-
spondents to be the most important
project to be included in QPRC’s
Operational Plan for Braidwood
and surrounding areas following the
drought, severe water restrictions
and bushfires during 2019-20.
Nearly 80% of respondents con-
sider this to be of high importance
or higher and over 50% of respon-
dents considered this to be of very
high importance.  This issue affects
most residents in the 2622 area. 
More paths within Braidwood

is an important issue for all ages of
the community, in particular older
persons (some with significant mo-
bility issues, with an increasing
usage of motorized scooters), chil-
dren and teenagers.  Again, this re-
ceived widespread support from the
community with over 50% of re-
spondents consider this to be of
high importance or higher.

The need for a new 25m swim-
ming pool to replace the current
17m pool is well understood by lo-
cals with nearly 50% of respon-
dents considering this to be of high
importance or higher.  

Over 60% of respondents con-
sider a Skate Park to be of medium
importance or higher.  As this is a
youth-oriented project, it is not as
important to many of those who re-
sponded to the survey. 

Based on these findings the BCA
made a submission to QPRC before
the Council workshop to discuss the
draft 2021-22 Operational Plan.
The submission can be found at:
www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au.

At the Council meeting on 28th
April,  the staff report on the draft
Operational Plan acknowledged the

BCA 2021 survey of
residents in 2622
Sue Murray, BCA president

BCA 2021 Survey of Residents in 2622 
In March 2021, the Braidwood Community Association undertook its ‘Have your Say’ 
survey of residents in 2622. We asked questions on the local issues and projects that are 
important to them.  

The survey received 314 responses from residents.  This is about 8% of the overall population 
or 10% of the adult population. On geographical representation, 44% of the respondents lived 
in Braidwood, 46% in rural areas and 13% in villages.  This is close to the distribution of 
population as measured in the last census.  92% of respondents were full-time residents. 
While we cannot claim this to be representative of the entire population, it does give us an 
insight into the ideas of a cross-section of the community.  We did not ask for age range  but 
we think that most of the respondents were adults.  The survey was conducted both online 
and in hard copy, using the SurveyMonkey platform.  This is the leading online survey 
platform.  

We were surprised and pleased to find that 314 individuals cared enough about our district to 
fill out the survey. This level of response is substantially higher than QPRC would normally 
expect to get from its public consultations. 

We asked a range of questions, and as expected, received a range of responses.  

Our first question asked for a rating on 4 projects of interest to many Braidwood residents, 
for potential inclusion in QPRC’s 2021-22 Operational Plan.  Respondents were asked to 
rank the projects between very low and very high importance to them.  The results of this 
rating are as follows: 

 
 

Score 

Very low 
Importance 

1 

Low 
Importance 

2 

Medium 
Importance 

3 

High 
Importance 

4 

Very high 
Importance 

5 

Total 
Respondents 

Weighted 
Average 

Drought-proof 
Braidwood’s 
water supply 

1.0% 
3 

3.2% 
10 

17.0% 
53 

27.0% 
84 

51.8% 
161 

 
311 

 
4.25 

More paths 
within 
Braidwood 

6.2% 
19 

15.3% 
47 

27.0% 
83 

23.7% 
73 

27.9% 
86 

 
308 

 
3.52 

New 25m 
Swimming 
Pool 

7.8% 
24 

15.3% 
47 

29.3% 
90 

19.9% 
61 

27.8% 
85 

 
307 

 
3.44 

Skate Park 20.1% 
61 

18.4% 
56 

22.7% 
69 

22.0% 
67 

16.8% 
51 

 
304 

 
2.97 

Note:  The weighted average is given by multiplying the number of respondents by the score for each rating 
divided by the total number responding for the project.  

It is no surprise that drought-proofing Braidwood's Water Supply is considered by survey 
respondents to be the most important project to be included in QPRC’s Operational Plan for 
Braidwood and surrounding areas following the drought, severe water restrictions and 
bushfires during 2019-20.  Nearly 80% of respondents consider this to be of high importance 
or higher and over 50% of respondents considered this to be of very high importance.  This 
issue affects most residents in the 2622 area.  

More paths within Braidwood is an important issue for all ages of the community, in 
particular older persons (some with significant mobility issues, with an increasing usage of 
motorized scooters), children and teenagers.  Again, this received widespread support from 
the community with over 50% of respondents consider this to be of high importance or 
higher. 

The need for a new 25m swimming pool to replace the current 17m pool is well understood 
by locals with nearly 50% of respondents considering this to be of high importance or higher.   

Note: The weighted average is given by multiplying the number of re-
spondents by the score for each rating divided by the total number respond-
ing for the project. 

Upper Shoalhaven
Landcare

and
Sustainable Braidwood

are excited to announce
the next event in our

Braidwood 2040
programming, a mid-winter

community day in Ryrie Park,
focussing on a thriving and

sustainable Braidwood.  
We’re currently inviting

anyone who wants to speak
for 3-5 minutes about

something they're passionate
about, through a lens of

sustainability, to get in touch
now. Topics can be about

anything from soil health to
local skills and

manufacturing, custodianship
and community care,

education, creativity, farming
choices, food waste or

vertebrate pest control to the
woodland birds of the
Southern Tablelands. 

The main thing is to hear
from all kinds of people in our

community which will help
build a directory of skills,

knowledge and ideas and to
help hash out a vision for a

thriving and sustainable town
and region. 

Built around the theme
‘Looking Forward, Looking

Back’, this event is a chance
to hear stories from our
distant and recent past,

assert and celebrate who we
are now and what’s

happening around the
district. Let’s all see what
ideas and projects people

have in mind to take us
toward a really great place in

the future!  
Networking, organising and

action over winter stews and
pub brews for the remainder

of the day.
This opportunity is open to
individuals, groups, and

businesses, with some expert
speakers, panel discussions,

and great local food in the
mix. 

If you’re keen to speak,
please get in touch. More

details will be coming soon,
but if you are ready now to

put your hand up in any way,
email Felicity at

braidwood2040@gmail.com 

Monkittee Bridge Photo Tom Alder



The exhibition currently showing
at the Altenburg Gallery show-
cases three completely different
local artists.

Amalia Allegria-Wolfe, Robyn
Goodwin and Roland Aronson,
under the curatorial eye of gallery
owner, Cecile Galiazzo, have pre-
sented a lively and very profes-
sional exhibition showcasing some
of the artistic diversity of our town.

In opening the exhibition on 23
April, Cecile Galiazzo said that she
was “pretty excited to have three
local artists hanging in the gallery
this month.”

Aronson’s work is small and
minutely detailed. A commercial
artist by trade and a self-confessed
‘obsessive draughtsman’, he said
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REGIONAL REAL ESTATE

Belle Property Braidwood
78 Wallace Street, Braidwood NSW 
Office  02 4842 1029
Mobile  0466 632 696

Contact Kelly Allen at Belle Property on 0466 632 696.

belleproperty.com/braidwood

Braidwood $695,000
4 Robinson Lane 
Located in a quiet no through lane in
the historic township of Braidwood,
just a short stroll to the local school
and town centre. This well presented
double brick home is a real beauty.
Featuring high vault ceilings,
generous light filled spaces, two split
level north facing living areas,
modern kitchen, four generous
bedrooms and two bathrooms.
Outside offers a closed in
conservatory entertainment area,
double garage with work shop space
complete with WC. Low maintenance
garden and garden shed.

Krawaree $750,000
257 Mackeys Lane
This 119 acres (approx.) property is
the perfect country getaway as a
weekender or you can start from
scratch and build your dream home
and capture the expansive views of
the near rolling hills. Located only 45
minutes (approx.) from historic
Braidwood in the beautiful rural
community of Wyanbene/ Krawarree.
Please note this property has 4wd
access only, you must cross the
Shoalhaven river for access.

A sold-out audience of 150 at-
tended the local screening of
Damon Gameau’s film 2040 on
Saturday 24 April at the National
Theatre.

The event was an opportunity for
the Braidwood community to find
inspiration from the film and to
come together to explore ways to
carry us forward into a more sus-
tainable and resilient future.

It was also an opportunity to
showcase the work of up-and-com-
ing local filmmaker, Jarrah Parsons,
whose short film, Brave Young
People, moved many to tears.

Following the 2040 screening
was a live Q&A session with film-

The path to 2040
Angela Hunter

maker, Damon Gameau via video
link moderated by Jessica Fried-
mann, where the audience heard
about other community projects
worldwide in the areas of regenera-
tion, social and economic change
and sustainability.

The event was made possible
thanks to the Drought Resilience
Fund,  Braidwood Clean Energy,
Sustainable Braidwood and the
amazing efforts of Rose Ricketson
and Clare Young. 

The overriding hope from this
event is that this is a springboard
from which we can launch new ini-
tiatives to secure a sustainable fu-
ture for our town and region.

Triple treat at Altenburg
that he used to work in engineering
drawing. His work uses some of the
techniques of pointillism to capture
the effects of light and shade.
“What I see is what I draw,” he
said.

Allegria-Wolfe has explored the
colour blue, from vivid cobalt to in-
digo, for her latest collection. “I
started work [on this collection] last
year in lockdown,” she said, “look-
ing inwards at what is important. I
wanted to focus on something other
than COVID and bushfires to some-
thing calming.” With this in mind,
she looked to the colours of her
Costa Rican background and the re-
sult is a collection of vibrant paint-
ings celebrating the colour blue in
all its wonderful hues.

Goodwin has stepped beyond her



To wonder what the world might
be like in 19 year’s time, we could
go back the same number of years
to 2002.

Video stores ... remember them?
Rows of VHS tapes that we bor-
rowed, took home to gingerly insert
into the often temperamental VCR
and then never bothered to rewind.

Nowadays we’ve whizzed past
those things, and the DVDs that fol-
lowed, to now stream our movies
and ‘TV’ shows straight to the com-
puter or set top box — almost no
moving parts at all. 

Coal-fired electricity generators
are like video cassette recorders —
old fashioned and complicated with

During this week I saw the film
‘The United States vs Billie Holi-
day’. I found the film very mov-
ing in a number of ways and it has
inspired me to talk about Billie
Holiday and the film.

Lee Daniels’s hectic biopic por-
trays the singer as a victim of abuse,
addiction and government persecu-
tion. Concentrating on the last
dozen years of Holiday’s life — she
was 44 when she died of liver dis-
ease in 1959 — the movie flashes
back to her grim childhood and ex-
pands to include many facets of her
life and personality.

The film begins with a depiction
of a 1957 interview with radio jour-
nalist Reginald Lord Devine (Leslie
Jordan). Holiday (Andra Day) re-
flects on her life, music career, drug
addictions, relationships, and the
FBI’s attempts to bring her down
over her anti-lynching ballad
‘Strange Fruit’.

What follows are brief snapshots
of Holiday’s experiences of harass-
ment on a personal and societal
scale over the following decade, as
the bureau uses the singer’s drug
habit as a means to get her locked
up and stop her from performing
that song.

One thing I found surprising
about the film is the way saxophon-
ist Lester Young is depicted. Lester
was the person who gave Billie
Holiday her nickname ‘Lady Day’.
He was also a very close friend of
Holiday. Lester Young, played by
Tyler James Williams, is a periph-
eral presence, appearing more as a
fellow addict than as an indispensa-
ble creative partner.

It also surprised me that, whilst
the film is careful to depict Holiday
in an historically accurate way,
Lester Young is shown playing his
instrument straight in front of him
rather than his idiosyncratic habit of

holding his instrument to the side.
A small but glaring error for affi-
cionados such as myself.

For  the 1972 film ‘Lady Sings
The Blues’, Diana Ross recorded
fresh versions of Holiday classics,
offering tribute rather than mimicry
and filtering familiar songs through
her own distinctive style. By con-
trast, the arrangements in Daniels’s
film (including ‘All of Me,’ ‘Ain’t
Nobody’s Business,’ ‘Them There
Eyes’ and most importantly
‘Strange Fruit’) are sung by the out-
standing actor Andra Day with her
own nuance but also with an un-
canny similarity to Billie Holiday
herself. It was obvious that Andra
had studied Holiday’s style, includ-
ing subtle things such as the way
Holiday tilted her head as she sang.

Billie Holiday was a singer of un-
common ability. The range of her
voice was limited (about one oc-
tave) but her talent lay in how she
used that voice. She sang mostly
ballads and blues tunes. Her timing
was impeccable and her ability to
portray the meaning of lyrics was
beautiful. She attracted the finest
musicians of the day to play with
her. 

Musicians such as the great sax-
ophone player Lester Young (fa-
mous for his stint in the Count
Basie band) and the masterful pi-
anist Teddy Wilson (of Benny
Goodman band fame) recorded
with Billie Holiday and created
some of the greatest music of the
era.

If you’re new to the music of
Holiday and you want to buy a CD,
I recommend you look for a digi-
tally remastered edition of her
greatest hits. This is because some
of her recordings are not the best
quality and a remastered version
will offer better listening on today’s
sound systems.
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MUSIC MATTERS David McClymont

Andra Day sings Billie Holliday.

a myriad of moving parts. Solar
cells are the direct downloads of the
electricity world.

When video recorders bit the
dust, nobody cited job losses as a
reason to stick with less efficient
technology. There was no political
interference at all.

That’s the safe space we need to
move our energy requirements to.
Let the technicians have a free rein
to design a system that best meets
our needs for ‘affordable and reli-
able’ electricity that can be pro-
duced without damaging our planet.
Give us technology that is in our
best interests and that of our chil-
dren, grandchildren and beyond.

book illustrations but retained the
whimsical storytelling magic of her
imaginary world. Finely detailed
drawings in pen and ink and water-

colour invite the viewer to make up
their own tales.

The exhibition will show at Al-
tenburg until 29 May.

Robyn Goodwin, Roland Aronson and Amalia Allegria-Wolfe.

It’s not that long away
Paul Cockram

The indefatigable Clare Young.
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 

For Your Information

Peter Tegart - CEO  
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council  

PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620  
Ph:1300 735 025 

Web: www.qprc.nsw.gov.au 
Email: council@qprc.nsw.gov.au  

Facebook: @QbnPalerangRC  
Twitter: @QbnPalerang

Council Meetings and Times
Council holds Ordinary Meetings on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month and Planning and Strategy Committee Meetings 
on the second Wednesday of each month. Meetings start at 
5.30pm. Agendas and business papers for the meetings are 
available on the Friday prior to the meeting from  
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Minutes-and-Agendas.  
Both meetings are live streamed via webcast.qprc.nsw.gov.au. 

The Queanbeyan Chambers can accommodate councillors, 
the community and digital participation via Zoom. We ask that 
In-person attendees check in with the Service NSW QR Code 
and follow current Health advice. There is limited space in 

space available in Bicentennial Hall.

For those wanting to make a presentation on an Agenda item, 
you can make a: 
• Written presentation - submit by midday on Tuesday
• Zoom presentation - register by midday on Wednesday
• Verbal presentation - register online by midday 

Wednesday or by 5.30pm at the door.

Register to make a presentation at  
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Council/Council-Business/Public-
involvement-at-Council-meetings#section-2

Next meeting dates are:
• 12 May - Planning and Strategy Committee Meeting
• 26 May - Ordinary Council Meeting

Written Questions on Notice
Questions on notice from the community must be submitted 
in writing or via email to public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 
12pm on the Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions 
and responses will be tabled at each Public Forum, provided 
to the person who asked the questions and published on our 
website.

Advertising of Notices and Documents 
under the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 and Regulations
Notices and documents required to be advertised under 
NSW planning legislation are now published online 
through Council’s website.
Documents can be viewed by accessing:
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/development-and-planning-
public-notices

Community Meetings 
Community Meetings face-to-face and online 

Community meetings are face-to-face and online this May. 
Each meeting has a tailored agenda that includes time for 
Council presentations on general matters, local projects and 
questions from residents. 

All participants must register before attending the meetings. 
Each meeting has an Eventbrite link to register either in 
person or online attendance and a follow up email will be 
sent to those wishing to participate via Zoom. Residents can 
also contact Council’s Communications team on  
1300 735 025 for assistance with registering. The meetings 
will also be live streamed through the council webcast. 

The Bungendore meeting was on Tuesday 4 May, the next 
meetings are:

Braidwood  
6-8pm 11 May   Servicemens Club  bit.ly/BWD11MAY

Queanbeyan  
6-8pm 20 May   Council Chambers bit.ly/QBN20MAY

For more information head to  
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au and search ‘community meetings’.

Have Your Say 
Projects and initiatives open for 
community comment

Closing Date 
(2021)

Urban Forest and Cooling Strategy 16 May
Monaro Street Upgrade Ongoing
Renew 2620 Ongoing

For all items: Find details on Council’s engagement hub at 
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au. Submissions can be made in 
the following ways:

• By registering and commenting via  
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

• By email to council@qprc.nsw.gov.au (referencing the 
item in the subject line)

• By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
• Delivered in person to Queanbeyan, Bungendore or 

Prospective Council Candidates 
Local election candidate nominations open 26 July:

Have you considered becoming a councillor? The NSW 
Electoral Commission are holding online seminars between 
April and August to inform prospective candidates about the 

out about the seminars and 
when they are on see  
bit.ly/CandidateFAQ.

Candidate nominations open  
Monday 26 July and close 
Wednesday 4 August. 

Disaster Assistance Hub 
Disaster assistance for QPRC residents.

Following the heavy rain event in March of this year, the 
Queanbeyan-Palerang local government area has been 
included on the NSW disaster declaration register. This 
means that a range of assistance has now become available 

Assistance Hub) located in the old Braidwood Library, would 

the March rain event. Contact the hub via  
recovery@qprc.nsw.gov.au or by calling 6285 6789. 

The hub is open 9am-3pm Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 
with additional times available upon request.



The future of Butterflies 
Did you know that more than 26
species of Australian butterflies,
including the Australian fritillary,
are in danger of extinction?

This is because of tree clearing,
weed infestation, and bushfire dam-
age in their habitat.  Butterflies are
important for plant pollination but
conservation projects in their habi-
tats can aid the recovery of butterfly
populations.

May outing
Our next outing will be a visit to

three private and different gardens
in Bombay on Thursday, 13 May.
Meet at 9.30am at Ryrie Park.
Please bring your mug/cup, lunch,
chair and name tag.  All enquiries
to John Tuckwell (0408 625 156).
Thanks Jennie from BCT. This

will be the last Garden Club column
from Jennie Marston. She is mov-
ing on to gardens elsewhere.
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GARDEN CLUB Jennie Marston

What to do in the garden for May  
Kate Chinnick

• Move evergreen shrubs if needed;
• Disbud spring flowering camelias

for larger flowers; 
• Plant tulips and Dutch iris;
• Pinch back spring flowering an-

nuals to strengthen growth; 
• Tidy hellebores & apply a com-

plete fertilizer + dolomite lime; 
• Monitor vegetable crops for pests

and weeds; 
• Sow seedlings of Asian vegeta-

bles until mid-May; 
• Prepare beds for onion seedlings

in late winter; 
• Plant new strawberry plants;
• Tie up sweet pea plants;
• Rake up fallen leaves and com-

post, and 
• Try not to buy plastic wrapped

early roses as the frosts will burn
them. 

Plant of the Month:
Perovskia   (Little Spires)
• Native to mostly Western Asia

and Himalayas; 
• Hardy deciduous sub-shrub;
• Has grey/white stems and aro-

matic grey leaves; 

• Grows to 1–1.5m high and forms
large clumps ;

• Flower heads to 30-45 cm in
lavender and blue; 

• Easily grown in well drained soil
in full sun; 

• Flowers from late summer to
early autumn; 

• Good cut flower and border plant,
and

• Can be propagated from seed or
cuttings from non- flowering
stems.

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

Perovskia (Little Spires)
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622

Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.

48422882 or 0419445299



A major reduction in slaughter
volumes on the back of significant
rainfall in northern Australia over
summer has fuelled the prospect
of the national cattle herd rebuild
intensifying, according to Meat &
Livestock Australia’s (MLA) Cat-
tle Industry Projections April up-
date.

The cattle herd is predicted to in-
crease by 5% to 25.9 million head,
close to its size in 2019 before the
final year of widespread drought in-
duced de-stocking took place.

MLA Market Information Man-
ager, Stephen Bignell said signifi-
cant rainfall in northern Australia
across summer has led to sufficient
pasture germination for the up-
coming dry season, boosting pro-
ducer confidence and translating
into record high livestock prices. 

“More than expected rainfall led
to sufficient pasture ahead of the
dry season and has encouraged
Northern producers in particular to
restock, driving the market even
higher,” Mr Bignell said.

“Summer rainfall encouraged
producers to acquire as many cattle
as possible before the northern dry
season starts - pushing the Eastern
Young Cattle Indicator (ECYI) to
break the 900c/kg barrier for the
first time in history.

“Carcase weights are also ex-
pected to increase 3% this year as
producers and feedlots utilise the
abundance of pasture and cheaper
feed which is translating into heav-
ier weights.”

Mr Bignell said lower slaughter
numbers and reduced supply of cat-
tle through saleyards demonstrate

that the herd rebuild is gathering
momentum. 

“As producers look to retain cat-
tle and take advantage of the im-
proved seasonal conditions, cattle
slaughter is expected to fall 11%
from 7.2 million head in 2020 to 6.4
million head in 2021,” Mr Bignell
said.

“The need to rebuild the
national herd following the

drought, and the current and
forecast growth in demand for
Australian beef internationally,

has intensified the rebuild. 
Many producers are focusing on

the longer-term outlook of their
beef operations and rebuilding herd
numbers. There is also a significant
number of producers trading cattle
in order to take advantage of cur-
rent grass levels.

Mr Bignell said the fall in slaugh-
ter and production would flow onto
export volumes, but demand for
Australian beef remained high. 

“Export volumes are expected to
fall 12% to 1,350,000 tonnes cwt,
however the reduction in exports is
a result of cattle supply shrinking
and is not linked to demand. De-
mand for Australian beef remains
high which can be demonstrated by
the price being paid on a per kilo
basis,” Mr Bignell said. 

Australian live exports are fore-
cast to fall 26% this calendar year
to 750,000 head, however by 2023
live exports are tipped to rebound
27% to 950,000 head on the back
on increased supply, easing prices
and the economic recovery of key
trading partners post COVID-19.

“The more quiet you become, the
more you are able to hear: Rumi

Yes, the Braidwood Chamber ap-
pears to have been very quiet in the
last 12 months. Drought, fire, flood
and covid: there has been a lot
going on, with a lot being said. So
we took the opportunity to sit back
and listen, find out what issues most
strongly hindered our local busi-
nesses in the move towards recov-
ery, and learn how we can add
value to the process.

We learned that getting staff in
Braidwood is an enormous chal-
lenge that is not going to go away
any time soon. The tree change
brought on by the pandemic has ex-
acerbated the problem, with an ab-
sence of affordable accommodation
discouraging much needed workers
from the hospitality and labour
force from moving to the region. 

The pandemic also prompted a
long overdue move towards re-
duced food miles, and traceability,
with a wave of opportunities build-
ing for food producers in our re-
gion. However we learned that
many of our producers are strug-
gling to take advantage of these op-
portunities – regulatory
speedbumps hinder diversification;
transport, especially last mile logis-
tics, is inadequate; labour is hard to
get; and suitable small scale live-
stock processing is non-existent.  

There were also a raft of other is-
sues – some long standing, such as
parking and a lack of affordable

overnight visitor accommodation,
and some new to the region, such as
how to plan for a future that is
likely to be offering more business
interruptions.

We have been researching other
regions and other countries that are
facing similar issues, and looking
closely at any solutions they have
found. We have been monitoring
trends, and examining if they might
be able to provide opportunities to
our region. We have been talking to
State and Federal Government, and
found a voice on radio and televi-
sion, to raise awareness of the situ-
ation and stimulate discussion. We
have been talking to food based or-
ganisations in the ACT, NSW and
Victoria to find ways to transfer so-
lutions from other regions to ours.
Our goal is to develop a broad strat-
egy to deal with at least some of
these issues and provide a stronger
future.

A meeting and networking night,
open to all businesses in the region,
is to be scheduled for June. We will
be outlining some of the opportuni-
ties identified, introduce you to
people and grants that are available
to assist, and giving local busi-
nesses the opportunity to meet
some of our newer businesses. If
you aren’t currently on our email
list, please send your details to sec-
retary@bavbc.com.au so we can
send further details closer to the
event date. Promotion opportunities
are also available. 
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Chamber Update
Suzanne Gearing, Chair BAVBC

Cattle slaughter projected to
hit lowest level in 35 years

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING
RJ & KA Whiteman

• Light tree work  • Wood chipping
• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire

Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

NEWS FROM THE PADDOCK

BWD No 25
n Shooting for the stars
n An Angel in hell
n Honeysuckle Creek
n The Braidwood surveyor
n Another snake story
n Class of 24/7
n Cool Autumn recipes

AT NEWSAGENT
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Araluen Progress Association

STREET STALL 
Hello Everyone

The APA is holding its first street stall this Friday, 7th

May outside the Braidwood Newsagency from 8am.

As always, your support would be so appreciated. �
We are looking for donations of your delicious

homemade cakes, slices, jams, chutneys, fruit and
vegetables, plants, eggs in fact any and all donations

gratefully received, and these may be left with
Laurann at her home or brought up on the day.

We will also be raffling a trailer of wood.

The Vintage Drawer has been
closed since 2018 but now life has
placed me very happily back in
the country in beautiful historic
Braidwood.

I’ve been madly collecting and
consigning again and as impulsive
as the first time, have decided to
open my beloved shop again in
Wallace St.

It will initially be a two month
pop-up and I will take it from there.

I consider myself a curator of
beautiful vintage clothing and ac-
cessories. My pieces come to me
from all sorts of places, quite a few
from New York through a very dear
friend of mine. It’s amazing to think
that a bit of New York will be in
Braidwood! It’s such hard, time-
consuming work but I absolutely
love what I do and can’t wait to
share my passion further. When

you wear vintage, it is a one-off
piece so no-one will be wearing the
same dress at the party! Nothing
makes me happier than to see a
lovely young lady wear a beautiful,
elegant 50s dress to her school for-
mal. She will always stand out and
be the belle of the ball! I also care
about our environment so wearing
vintage, re-using, making do and
mending is my own way of con-
tributing. Heritage needs to be held
on to dearly, respected and nurtured
and what better town to do this in
than Braidwood where history res-
onates strongly every day.

The Vintage Drawer will open at
10am on Saturday 8th May at 108
Wallace St. Braidwood.

Local singer/songwriter Michael
Simic  will be singing two short sets
from 11am.

I hope to see you there.

A D V E R T O R I A L

Quality vintage clothing
and accessories
Deborah Thomson

Deborah [on left] at the Ryrie Park market.



tion, if we chose to strengthen our
hold on peace as a value. 

Maybe you would like to take a
rest on the Peacekeepers bench,
thank them for their service, and
undertake to take more peace into
your world. 

Thank you to all the Peacekeep-
ers, may the Prince of Peace fill you
and flow through you this week. 

Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher
and the congregation of Braidwood
Uniting Church.

Worship 10am Sundays. Radio
Church 6pm Sunday on Braidwood
Community Radio. Weekly Garage

Sale, Wednesday 9-3. Cnr Dun-
can & Monkittee Sts.

14 — Wednesday, May 5, 2021 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Anglican Parish of Braidwood
WHEN LOVE MATTERS!
In the 20th Century, James

Quinn, drafted a hymn based on
John 15:12-17. The first verse
reads; “This is my will, my one
command, that love should dwell
among you all. This is my will, that
you should love as I have shown
that I love you.” It then goes on to
link friendship with obedience and
responsiveness to God’s precious
gift in Christ. There is a pointed re-
minder in verse 4 that, ‘You chose
NOT me, but I chose you’, fol-
lowed by the call to discipleship in
the words; ‘that you should go and
bear much fruit. The last line of the
hymn reads; “This is my will, my
one command, that love should
dwell in each, in all”.

C.S. Lewis refers to the kind of
love on view in John 15 as ‘GIFT
LOVE’. Gift love denotes the
depth, intimacy, and intensity of the
love between God the Father, and
his beloved son Jesus Christ. It is a
bond that was impregnable and
unassailable as expressed in verse
9. It is the kind of love that flows
freely out to others but is sourced in
the divine love between Father and
Son. In a very real sense, it pro-
motes friendship and relationship.

This love flows directly from the
earlier part of John 15 about being
attached to the vine through the
chief vinedresser who is Jesus.
Being connected to the vine is
about friendship and relationship
based on obedience and obligation.
In verse 16 Jesus was addressing
the first disciples but the message is
no less relevant for modern day ad-
herents and disciples. “You did not

Peacekeepers Bench
On Sunday the RSL held a service
to dedicate the Peacekeepers
bench in Ryrie Park, constructed
by the Men’s Shed. This is the
prayer of dedication that was
used:  

Almighty and Eternal God, we
stand here together and thank you
for the many people who have
blessed us through their deploy-
ment to keep peace in our world.
We especially remember and give
thanks this day for those who have
served as Peacekeepers through the
globe, across many nations. We ac-
knowledge the distinct service they
have given in bringing and holding
peace: the efforts known and the
unknown, the work seen and the un-
seen, their sacrifice in the name of
peace.  Jesus, Prince of Peace, we
entrust to your care those who
through their service are now at
rest, and we ask your peace sur-
round and fill those who have re-
turned to us carrying the external
and internal scares of their service.
May this Peacekeepers bench we
have erected and dedicated today in
Braidwood serve as a constant re-
minder of the honour and the grat-
itude we feel towards them.
Standing as an acknowledgement of
their gallant service for us, through
the love of the Father, Jesus Christ
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

As we stood together, acknowl-
edging, remember, thanking those
deployed as Peacekeepers, I was re-
minded again of our responsibility
to bring peace into our world, no
matter where we find ourselves. Al-
ways we have the choice to add to
the problem of conflict, or to bring
peace as a step towards solutions.
What a difference there would be in
our homes, in our towns, in our na-

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
John Gannon
Solar Installations
Off-grid Specialist

Designer and installer of 
photovoltaic power systems

Renewable energy certificates

Panels, inverters & batteries

Battery enclosures

Ground mount array systems

John Gannon
0421 454 987
elv.solar@gmail.com
1 Araluen Rd Braidwood NSW 2622

ACCREDITED

QPRC news
Community Resilience Awards 

A variety of community resilience awards are open to
recognise the efforts of communities, businesses and more

in the wake of 2019-20.
The Resilient Australia Awards celebrate and promote

initiatives that build community resilience to disasters and
emergencies around Australia. Submissions for the awards

close 3 June 2021.
The Get Ready Community Award recognises and

celebrates the work communities do to prepare for, respond
to and recover from disasters. Submissions for this award

close 15 June 2021.

Community Meetings 
Community Meetings begin next week. Find your local

meeting and attend in-person* or via Zoom to find out more
about what’s happening in your community.

Bungendore - Council Chambers |  6-8pm 4 May
Braidwood - Servicemens Club |  6-8pm 11 May

Queanbeyan - Council Chambers |  6-8pm 20 May
*please note in-person spaces are limited.

The full agendas will be published the day before each
event and submissions to the agenda can be made until a

week prior to the meeting. Send your submissions to
communications@qprc.nsw.gov.au. 
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choose me, but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear
fruit….”. In those few discrete
words, Jesus is not looking for a
one-off commitment, with fleeting
relevance, but rather for something
that is enduring and long lasting. He
talks about fruit that will last, fruit
that will stand the test of time and
remain firm and steadfast. 

The more deeply we delve into
this passage from John 15 the more
we become acquainted with the de-
mands and obligations of disciple-
ship. It is like Jesus is conducting a
training seminar on the require-
ments expected of a faithful and
loyal follower. It starts on a note of
reassurance where Jesus affirms his
love for them by again telling them
to abide in that deep affection and
unwavering relationship. It is truly
inspirational that Jesus likens the
love of the Father for Him, to the
kind of unbroken and unhindered
fellowship he desires with his dis-
ciples. The bond is intended to be
immutable and unbreakable so long
as the ‘abiding’ principle is acti-
vated.

The whole emphasis here is pos-
itive and intertwined with the bless-
ings that come with being in Christ.
The disciple of Christ cannot be a
lone ranger or freelance operator
with their own set of requirements
and rules, that would mean becom-
ing disconnected from the vine.
Simple obedience to God’s com-
mands is the vehicle by which abid-
ing in love will be maintained and
sustained for the long haul. Keeping
the Father’s commandments is the
means to an abiding and healthy re-
lationship that is strengthened and
sustained.

Rev. Rick Lewis
– Braidwood Anglican Church

St Bede’s Parish
Following is the Anzac Day Ad-

dress at the Ecumenical Service
held in St. Bede’s Church Braid-
wood, given by Garry Pieper, Royal
Australian Infantry Regiment
6RAR/NZ Anzac Battalion, 1969-
70 Vietnam

Several years ago on Anzac Day,
I said to Brother Brian… we should
also be speaking of the courage,
perseverance and stoicism of Aus-
tralian women during wartime.
That is to say those who were at the
war, those who stayed and kept the

and joy would be mine. Gladly will
I toil and suffer, if need be, many
years yet in labouring for My Lord
and Master in His Holy Service of
Love. Still ever and always ready to
submit to His blessed will. God is
my God. Whom shall I fear? He is
for me and He is more than all that
can be against me for although my
body may body may be destroyed
my soul shall never. I have God’s
own word for it and I believe His
word and trust Him while I do what
I know to be His will. I trust you are
enjoying that rich blessing of per-
fect health and strength and all at
home. I close with much Love.
Prayer and best wishes from your
ever-loving son and brother
Percy.”

AT PEACE: in all wars the re-
turn of Service personnel brings a
new pain into families. This is the
reality that ‘this is not my brother,
son, sweetheart, husband’. That
was the case for Helen and I, but
mostly through her Christian faith
and my war denied faith we came
through that sort of grief.

You can see in all these three
facets of “THE SWORD OF
GRIEF”, the women who have
overcome the adversities through
Faith. It is demonstrative that we
cannot deny in most cases our

Ladies are the pivotal point in any
loving relationship.

To close, my grandson said he
had been bullied and was called a
“Jesus Nut”, a reference to our
families’ commitment to Christian
values. I told him the story of the
“Jesus Nut”. In 1969 as an infantry
soldier we were to be airlifted into
a jungle clearing to pursue and en-
gage the enemy. I was speaking to
a Yankee Door Gunner, he said,
“You guys are nuts, going into the
jungle.” I said, “You’re crazy for
flying around in these helicopters.”
I asked him “what keeps the big
blade on?”  He said, “Several ap-
paratuses but WE CALL IT THE
JESUS NUT because without that
we would crash and burn.” My in-
terpretation after many years think-
ing about the Jesus Nut, would be –
Jesus keeps us flying above the tur-
moil and strife and were we to lose
that assurance we would certainly
crash and burn. We should rejoice
if we were called a Jesus nut. As
Christians we must ensure we
maintain the freedom and liberties
bought by our forebears at great
price and the protection of our
young Peacemakers of today…

AT OUR PERIL   …
LEST WE FORGET.

A poem by a veteran – The Veteran’s Wife.
Gentle as the dew falls soft upon the rose
Fiery as the sunset was the one I chose

Chosen from the blooms at the parish dance
Captured by her laughing eyes of romance.

Married in May a soldier and his bride.
Swollen was my heart awash within its pride.

Precious months of Heaven then off I go to war.
Leaving her alone with our child she bore.

A letter every day is home’s thin loving thread.
Her hell it must have been praying against the dread.

Still she awaits for me, the child is near its time,
furlough back I get – the homeward plane did climb.

She presented me with child, my leave is now all gone.
Her memory serves me well on the flight to Saigon.

The soldier’s tour is over, the duty served and done.
Ahead our lives together – three where there were one.

Home again at last and strangers when we meet.
My wife and I embrace, baby bundle at her feet.

My trouble times adjusting to this new and hectic life.
I do not see the sorrow of my loving, caring wife.

Her sorrow there for me, a lost and angry soul.
The love she had for me must stem the wounded hole.

As I see it now, after fifteen restless years
I deserve not even one of her ocean full of tears.

But love is letting go and then of bringing through.
I know my God has given me a wife so good and true.

home fires burning and those who
had to deal with returning men who
had completely changed.

Mary and Joseph took Jesus to
the temple; Simeon blessed the
child Jesus and told Mary there will
be many wondrous events but “the
sword will pierce your heart”.

AT WAR: like most Australian
families, I have and you have
courageous people in our midst
both past and present. My grandfa-
ther had two brothers and six
cousins who served in the First
World War, all of whom were either
killed or wounded. The exception
was nursing sister Dorathea
Craike, who served in France and
Belgium. In letters home she wrote
of the sort of grief that pierced her
heart with horrific battle injuries
and deaths of brave men. Courage
not always belongs to the combat-
ants. Of the 2000 nurses who
served on the Western Front, 288
were presented with bravery
awards. That makes it per capita,
one of the highest awarded units for
courage during the First World
War.

AT HOME: let’s talk about
wives, sisters, daughters, sweet-
hearts and mothers who waited at
home, working and praying against
the dread of the War Office
telegram, which delivers the news
of injury or death of their loved
ones. Such was my great grand-
mother Margaret who in 1918 suf-
fered the loss of her husband at
home, the wounding of her son
Claude to remain a cripple and the
death of her son Percy in the last
week of Australian involvement in
the war. There she was hearing the
news that the war was over and
then receiving that sort of grief,
contained in the telegram from the
War Office. She did receive some
comfort in the coming months with
the arrival of her son Percy’s last
letter to her….. “My Dear Mother,
you know we are winning the war,
so there is nothing I can tell you
further. Like myself, you are quite
confident of victory and have been
from the beginning. Whatever you
do, do not get anxious about me,
but trust God. He has wondrously
blessed me all through; let us
praise Him for this and trust Him
with the future. I am in the very
place where he would have me be,
my soul is at peace with God. If it
be His Blessed Will to call me at
any time from the battlefield into
His Holy Heavenly Presence, what
wonderful transcending it would be



A 2-ball stableford medley was
played on Saturday in glorious au-
tumn weather. Thanks to Braid-
wood IGA for their sponsorship
of this event.

Winners: Di Freeman & Mark
Newman 47pts

Runners-up: Kellie Biggs &
Roger Hovey 44pts

Ball comp: Terry Hughes &
Mike Toirkens 43 pts, Michelle
Henry & Alec Henry 40pts,

Nelson Sargent & Keith Morgan
39pts c/b

Men’s NTP 3/12: Nelson Sargent
Women’s NTP 3/12: Di Freeman
Jackpot 3rd: Nelson Sargent

Knockout Match Results: 
Michael Toirkens & Terry

Hughes def Steve Cansell & Rod
Royds 4/3

Tom Duffy & Di Freeman def
Roger Hovey & Kellie Biggs 1 up

Keith Morgan & Nelson Sargent
def Tom Duffy & Rod Coady 6/4

Members are reminded that win-
ter tee times are now in play: play-
ers must register by 12.00 for a
12.15 tee off. 

With the course in good condi-
tion thanks to summer rain and the
combined efforts of greenkeeper
and volunteers, the preferred lies
are now off and after a Golf NSW
ruling and match committee discus-
sion, relief can only be given for
damaged greens when the ball is on

the green. 
The club championships start in

three weeks. Payment for the first
two rounds must be made on Day 1,
May 22. In order to qualify to play
in the championships, members
must already have played a mini-
mum of five handicap rounds since
1/6/2020.

Coming Events:
May 8 Saturday: Single Stable-

fords - David Goddard Trophy,
Madeline Lester Memorial

May 15 Saturday: Committee
Meeting 10.3am

May 22, 23: 1st and 2nd rounds
of the Championships

May 29: Round 3 Champi-
onships.
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STAR TIMES
Theyonlyhave2.5mtroops
The Australian Department of De-
fence is getting a makeover. The
new Minister wants it renamed the
Department of Offence. “ There no
point in waiting for the Reds to
thump us for no reason at all when
we can bait them at every oppor-
tunity and give them a reason,” he
fumed. ‘Reds under the LEDs’ is the
new fear to instill in a community
that’s not really sure its govern-
ment hasn’t lost the plot.
We’llneverneverknowif
theyevereverstow
“Nup” said the Minister. “They
can’t own the Port of Darwin. How
can we ever be sure that those con-
tainers will not be packed with
PLA soldiers who will slip unno-
ticed into the streets of Fanny Bay
and buy up all the barramundi?”
I’llbetonthemsellingthelot
Exciting odds are heading our way.
It’s a sure bet that no matter what
the odds, the punters will throw
their hard-earned into the pot on
the statistically forlorn hope of
coming out ahead. Companies with
antonymic names like ‘Lad’sbroke’
will soon be allowed, for a once-
only payment, to buy the right to
take your money for ever and a
day, I betcha.
Doorsclosingstandclear
Why stop at the footy? What about
public transport. The new app,
‘Who’s a Clever Punt?’ gives you
the odds for the arrival of your
bus. ‘10-1 on the 466 in the next 3
minutes. Press # to bet.’
Sunnydaysarehereagainblast!
Governments of all persuasions and
tastes in caviar are watching avidly
to see if the power companies,
aided by their regulatory accom-
plices, can get away with charging
solar panel owners when there’s an
over-supply. “It opens up all sorts
of possibilities”, gushed Ima Toole
from Department of Gouging. “Late
night busses and trains for instance
could charge a levy for the over
supply of transport at that time.” A
government energy spokes-drone
just laughed when asked if maybe
the coal burners could cut back
their output when sunny weather
was predicted. “We sold those
suckers with a guarranteed return
on their investment and we’re de-
termined to keep our word some-
times.”
Pixelsatthebottomofthegarden
‘Marketing pixels, aka tracking pixels, are
tiny snippets of code that allow vendors to
gather information about visitors to their
website — how they browse, what type of
ads they click on, etc.’ That’s how the
trade mags sell their services to
their customers, the joints you buy
your stuff from on the internet,
Facebook, Ebay etc. We’re walking
units of potential consumption, no
more and no less. Sigh!

BE NICE TO
YOUR MOTHER
ON SUNDAY IF
YOU’RE LUCKY

ENOUGH TO
STILL HAVE

HER AROUND

GOLF NEWS

Pat Orme kicking ahead. Photo: Michael Toirkens

The Braidwood Redbacks took on
the Bermagui-Cobargo Sharks on
Saturday on a beautiful Autumn
Saturday afternoon in Braidwood.

The Bermagui-Cobargo Sharks

have just re-entered the South Coast
Monaro Competition and are strug-
gling for numbers. As such the
Sharks were only able to bring 14
players into Braidwood which was
always going to be a tough task for
them with the Redbacks sporting a
full bench for the first home game
of the 2021 season. As such the
Redbacks won the game by a sub-
stantial amount. However it must
be noted that while the Redbacks
were happy with the points to sup-
port our drive to the finals, the club
is 100% supportive of Bermagui-
Cobargo and believe the calibre and
youth of the players that made the
trip up the mountain sets a great
baseline to build the club this year,
and the next few years to be a sus-
tainable strength in this competi-
tion. The Sharks should be proud of

themselves as they never gave up
right to the end.

There were many highlights in
the game including a hattrick of
tries to young local lad and winger
Ned Jeffreys on the back of a very
smooth backline that had the oppor-
tunity to test out many of the moves
worked at training. Next Saturday
at the Rec Ground will be Braid-
wood’s biggest test of the season so
far when it welcomes an in form
Bateman’s Bay up the mountain.
The Redback’s will be hoping for a
large crowd to cheer the team on is
what is shaping up to be a cracker
of a game with the Boars currently
undefeated in season 2021.

Points from Saturday were Play-
ers Player Jeremy Ram; 3 points
Jake Holland; 2 points Wyll Hol-
land and 1 point Ned Jeffreys. In
other games Bungendore 30 Hall
19; Cooma 20 Yass 19; Taralga 11
Crookwell 10.

This Saturday’s kick off against
the Bateman’s Bay Boars is at
2:30pm. As always the Redback’s
thank their major sponsors The
Braidwood Servicemens Club and
the Braidwood Community Bank.

Redbacks welcome the
Sharks back into Comp

Simon ‘Kiwi’ Hopkins bursting through on
his way to a try. Photo: Kathy Toirkens


