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Braidwood resident Dr Bidda
Jones has been recognised in the
Queen’s Birthday Honours List
with an OAM for significant serv-
ice to animal welfare science and
advocacy.

OAM for Braidwood’s Bidda
Speaking about her award, Dr

Jones said she feels honoured at re-
ceiving the award. “It was com-
pletely unexpected. While the
awards are given to an individual,
for me it also includes the team of

people I work with,” she said.
Dr Jones, is currently working as

the Chief Science and Strategy Of-
ficer at the RSPCA.

Dr Bidda Jones sharing the good news with Florey the hen.

In Bidda’s own words — page 2



There’s an old line that goes
something like, ‘you have to earn
respect’. This is wrong. 

Respect is the right of every per-
son until and unless they show
themselves unworthy of it. In other
words, you have to earn disrespect.
Respect for others must be the de-
fault position if we are to function
as a society.

There are two sides to respect:
reciprocity and accountability. The
fastest way to earn disrespect is to
disrespect others: to cause harm; to
ignore personal boundaries; to dis-
miss opinions, beliefs or feelings;
or not to allow someone else to
speak their own truth. Respect is a
two-way street and to keep it, one
must practise it. 

Part of this two-way balancing
act is accountability: taking respon-
sibility for one’s own actions and
owning the consequences. Every-
one makes mistakes, but it’s how
one responds to the consequences
that marks their character. Blaming
others, shifting responsibility, mak-
ing excuses or evading conse-
quences are the mark of someone
who’s level of respect in the com-
munity will be in freefall.

Early this year a staff member for
former defence minister, Linda
Reynolds, publicly reported that she
had been raped by a colleague in
the minister’s office after a function
early in 2019. It was reported at the
time and the perpetrator was dis-
missed from his position. The rea-
son for his dismissal was not sexual
assault, however, it was ‘security
breach’. When the victim, Brittany
Higgins, went public she said that
at the time of the rape she felt pres-
sured not to report the incident to
the police if she wanted to continue
her career in politics. Reynolds
knew what had happened and did
nothing.

Shortly after the Higgins story hit
the news, former attorney-general,
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Christian Porter, was accused of
raping a sixteen-year old girl when
he was eighteen. Porter’s eventual
statement, after a week of intense
national speculation over the iden-
tity of the minister accused, was a
masterclass in blame shifting and
turning the perpetrator into the vic-
tim. His tearful defence, “it didn’t
happen”, was an attempt to silence
the victim. To deny her the right to
speak her truth.

For his part, the prime minister
has had more positions on these
revelations than the karma sutra.
There was his trademark folksy
claim that his wife counselled him
to think about the Higgins rape as a
father, yet he has consistently
changed the narrative, shifting it
away from the victim. He stated
categorically to the media that “Mr
Porter is innocent” despite that case
not having been tried in the justice
system. 

Despite the inconsistencies in the
stories, both Senator Reynolds and
Mr Porter still occupy positions on
the government’s front bench. What
message is this sending the commu-
nity about respect and accountabil-
ity? 

When the culture in the halls of
government is about silencing and
covering up, about not taking re-
sponsibility and shifting the blame,
the only conceivable result is that
social standards of respect will di-
minish and sexual assault becomes
normalised.

Australian of the Year, Grace
Tame, a sexual assault survivor and
advocate for other survivors, said in
her National Press Club address in
March, “…truths cannot be forced.
So, grant us the respect and pa-
tience to share them on our own
terms, rather than barking instruc-
tions…” 

Or, as Aretha Franklin so elo-
quently put it: R.E.S.P.E.C.T/ Find
out what it means to me.

Everyone has a right
to respect

Over the years I’ve drawn my in-
spiration from the people around
me, and I’ve been lucky enough
to work with a fantastic team of
compassionate and dedicated
people, not to mention the count-
less RSPCA supporters who have
thrown their weight behind our
campaigns. 
There’s nothing more inspiring

than knowing you not only
have science on your side, but

the backing of tens of
thousands of Australians. That’s

what keeps me going when
things get tough.

Coming from a science back-
ground, I have always felt that the
best way achieve change in animal
welfare is to develop expertise in
animal welfare science – marshall
the evidence -  and marry that up
with targeted engagement and
campaign activities. Science alone
is not enough – you need to moti-
vate people and politicians to care
enough about an issue that  they
feel action is necessary. So while I
spend a lot of time behind the
scenes talking to government and
industry, most of the major leaps
forward that I’ve been part of have
come from exposure in the media,
particularly the ABC.

Since I started working for the
RSPCA, I’ve worked to develop
people’s understanding that animal
welfare is not just about providing
the basics, like food, shelter and
veterinary care, but also about
making sure animals in our care
have good lives, filled with inter-
esting experiences and the oppor-
tunity of choice in how to spend
their time. Once you have this in

mind, it’s hard to stop thinking
about how much more we can do to
ensure better outcomes, especially
when you consider the sheer scale
of numbers when it comes to inten-
sive farming.

Many people assume working for
the RSPCA it’s all about cats and
dogs, but I’ve had to learn my way
around just about every animal
issue in Australia – from how to hu-
manely kill a cane toad, to the sci-
ence behind the perception of pain
when racehorses are repeatedly
whipped. Sadly there are far too
many issues that come to my atten-
tion – we have a really long way to
go before I can be confident that
‘good animal welfare’ is the norm
rather than the exception.

What can people do to help? Do
your research when buying animal
products such as meat, eggs and
milk. Eat less meat and more veg-
gies. Protect and cherish our native
forests. Make sure your fencing is
wildlife friendly. If you have to kill
pest animals, such as mice, choose
the most humane method. Think of
animals in terms of their needs and
interests rather than your own.

And if you can do one thing
today – it is this: Australia is on the
cusp of a crucial national decision
for layer hens, with draft standards
proposing to phase out battery
cages being considered by state
Agriculture Ministers. All eyes are
on  NSW as the biggest egg-pro-
ducing state, so please write to
Adam Marshall, John Barilaro ask-
ing them to support the proposed
standards – it’s time we joined the
rest of the developed world and
recognised that a barren wire cage
is no place for any animal to live.

Bidda Jones in Ryrie Park.

It’s thanks to you all
Dr Bidda Jones on being awarded her OAM
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On Australia Day 2003 Braid-
wood FM began broadcasting on
a temporary licence from the roof
of its studio in Wallace Street.  

The premises were generously
provided by Denver and Phil  Shoe-
mark at no cost to the radio. Its
broadcast radius was 10km around
Braidwood.

In November 2004 Braidwood
FM was granted a Permanent Li-
cence and began broadcasting from
Mt. Gillamatong on 100 watts, with
a broadcast radius (depending on
geography, of up to 50 kms around
Braidwood.

Those early days would not have
been possible had it not been for the
vision and passion of the small
team who ran the station, and the
generosity of the community and
their support, both financially and
in providing services to the station.

Community radio stations are In-
corporated Associations and rely on
support from their communities to
exist and to grow, and the commu-
nity of Braidwood has been a gen-
erous supporter of their very own
radio station since its beginnings.

As an Incorporated Association,
and a not-for-profit group,  the
radio’s assets are not owned by any
person or group. All the station’s as-
sets (building, equipment, outside
broadcast caravan etc) are assets
owned by the community, and man-
aged by Braidwood FM Inc.

In 2014, plans were made to re-
locate the radio station to a more ac-
cessible location behind the squash
courts at the Braidwood Service-
men’s Club.

Over the next two years funds
were raised to cover the estimated
$85,000 cost to have Mordek in
Moruya  construct and transport a
purpose-built portable building,
which could be located at the Club.
It was made to be a portable build-
ing in case in some future time it
needed to be relocated in order for
the radio to grow and expand as the
Club site space was limited.

Funds came from many sources:
Braidwood Community Bank pro-
vided a grant of $37,000; Veolia
Mulwaree provided $22,000; the
NSW Government  (John Barilaro)
through the Community Building
Patnerships Grant provided

$12,400; Braidwood Lions donated
$2,000; Southern Phone donated
$5,000 to build the ramps and rail-
ings; and many individuals and
businesses in Braidwood donated
funds to the project.

Many tradespeople around Braid-
wood donated their services to in-
stall the electrical (Wayne
Merriman), plumbing (Brian Kain),
the piers the building stands on
(Stephen Orford), building and in-
stallation of the ramps (Paul
Henry), while still others donated
their time to establish and maintain
gardens around the building.

Braidwood FM came to the
forefront during the 2019/20

bushfires, and was an invaluable
source of localised information

to the community, and the
community showed its

appreciation to the volunteers
of the radio who manned the
airwaves on rotation shifts for

many weeks, giving hourly
updates by speaking directly

with the RFS about very
specific areas.

Only a few months before the
bushfires Braidwood FM was ap-
proved by the ACMA to increase its
transmission power from 100 watts
to 2,000 watts, which   was invalu-
able when the bushfires came.
There were still some ‘black spots’
where our transmissions couldn’t
reach and we are in the process of
trying to rectify that situation. 

If you would like to be a volun-
teer with Braidwood FM, we are al-
ways on the lookout for people who
would like to assist. You might
want to: 
• be a presenter on air, and we pro-

vide full training at no cost to
you; 

• maintain our gardens; 
• learn the technical side of the

radio; 
• go to outside broadcasts and

speak with people about the radio
as they pass by;

• promote and encourage people to
become ‘members’ of the radio;
or

• maybe you have skills you think
you could use to help the station
grow.
If you would like to offer your

services as a volunteer, we are look-
ing for people of all ages, and you
should contact Gordon Waters on
0422 921 269  or info@braid-
woodradio.com.au     

2021 is Braidwood FM’s  19th
year of continuous broadcasting
and it has all been made possible by
the generosity and support of the

people of Braidwood and the sur-
rounding region. 

Be proud, all of you, as you have
a wonderful and important commu-
nity-owned asset that is a part of the
dynamic fabric of Braidwood, and
Braidwood FM volunteers look for-
ward to providing the region with
many more years of service.

Braidwood FM: 
Our community-owned radio station

Rob Davidson, President Braidwood FM Inc.

[above] Braidwood FM’s studio in Wallace Street, when it began broadcasting in
Jan 2003. [below] The new studio during the 2019/20 bushfire emergency.

Darren Marks RFS with Rod McClure, Gordon Waters and Violet Wasson.



QPRC plans on
exhibition

The following plans and propos-
als are currently on exhibition for
public comment and submissions.
To view any of the plans, visit
https://yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/
• Proposed Amendments to Quean-

beyan Section 7.12 Fixed Levy
Development Contributions Plan
- closes 9 July

• Lease of Queanbeyan Indoor
Sports Centre to PCYC - closes 7
July

• 2021 Australian Liveability Cen-
sus - closes 30 June

• Sudden Cardiac Arrest Commu-
nity Resilience Project - closes 22
June

• Mount Jerrabomberra Plan of
Management - closes 15 June

• Draft Bungendore Contributions
Plan for car parking facilities -
closes 15 June

• Botanic Gardens Concept Mas-
terplan - closes 17 June

• Monaro Street Upgrade – ongo-
ing

• Renew 2620 - ongoing

Rec ground to get
upgrade

Council has received a one-off
mining contribution of over
$450,000 through the Planning
Agreement for the Dargues Creek
Mine. We are now able to prepare
for additional work on the Braid-
wood Recreational Ground.

The work will upgrade existing fa-
cilities and includes piping the

creek to allow for a future
skatepark. Other work planned for
the Rec Ground includes:

Levelling of playing fields and
upgrading the irrigation system

Slight relocation of football field
New goal posts
Relocation of the spectator fence
New cricket practice nets
Slight relocation of car park

Keeping our region
beautiful — and
sustainable

The Keep Australia Beautiful,
Sustainable Communities Awards
are now open.

A number of projects in our re-
gion were successful in the 2020
Awards and this is an opportunity to
get recognition for projects that pro-
mote local sustainability in the en-
vironmental, social and economic
spheres.

There are 15 categories from the
‘Heritage and Culture Award’ to the
‘Circular Economy Award’. There
is no entry fee to apply and ongoing
projects are also eligible if they can
show continued expansion through-
out the 2020-21 financial year.
Entries close 30 July 2021. 

For further information and en-
tries:

https://www.kabnsw.org.au/sus
tainable-communities-tidy-towns/

4 — Wednesday, June 16, 2021 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Quietly achieving
Do we as a community know
much about The Braidwood Life
Centre? I confess after six years
living in Braidwood I knew little
until they recently engaged my
services.

I met with the group over a lunch
at the centre, everyone had pitched
in with a dish or two, smiles and
welcomes echoed through the
room. It could well be the best ‘feel
good’ experience I’ve had in Braid-
wood .

The BLC is progressing with a
fantastic initiative, an emergency
accommodation shelter in town.
The demountable building was ac-
quired from the recent Braidwood
Hospital demolition and local
trades people facilitated its reloca-
tion to a site nearby — a mammoth
task well done. 

With determination in hand, the
BLC team set out for funding, yet
another mammoth task well done
and grant money has been allocated
to the renovation, bringing the
dwelling up to council require-
ments. Part of the brief was to give
the building and surrounds a wel-
coming home-like feel; Australiana
style stairs balustrade and wheel-
chair access was added, a warm
colour to the exterior, earthworks
drainage, car spaces, fresh interior

paint and a brand new kitchen
/laundry installed. The plumbing is
well under way and electricals are
pending. Let’s hope the shelter can
be up and running ASAP. 

Braidwood Life Centre (BLC)
Inc. is a non-profit organisation,
whose primary objectives are the
relief of poverty, sickness, destitu-
tion, suffering, distress, misfortune,
disability and helplessness for the
benefit of the health and wellbeing
of the community within the Braid-
wood region or sections of it. 

The Centre runs solely on dona-
tions and volunteer work, so if
you’re passing by the Life Centre at
the Rec maybe drop in a donation,
look them up on Facebook, or sim-
ply drop in for a cuppa to thank this
selfless wonderful group of people
for their work. 

Leroy Plummer
Braidwood

Electric cars not perfect
It was with great interest I read
the article by Nigel Howard in the
recent Changing Times (‘Myopic
thinking on electric vehicles and
renewable power in Australia’. 

But whilst I wholeheartedly
agree that fossil fuels must be
phased out as quickly as possible it
must be pointed out that electric ve-
hicles are not entirely problem-free. 

Electric vehicles are powered by
lithium batteries. Lithium is a min-
eral. It can be mined from hard rock
or produced via evaporation from
brines. Australia is currently the
world’s largest lithium miner, pro-
ducing 40,000 tonnes annually
from deposits in Western Australia.
In 2019 Curtin University, Perth,
established a $135M research hub -
the ‘Future Battery Industries Co-
operative Research Centre’ with
$25M help from the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

Growing demand means mining
companies are scrambling to de-
velop new sources many of which
are problematic. For example, in
Serbia there have been protests over
Rio Tinto’s plan to mine the Jadar
deposit near Loznica — a heritage
area (suggesting that despite their
apologies over the Juunkan Gorge
destruction Rio have not changed
their ways). The world’s largest
lithium deposit is in Democratic
Republic of Congo. It is expected
this will be developed by 2023.
Mining is often a dangerous under-
taking especially in less developed
countries and the subsequent man-
ufacturing processes present signif-
icant environmental and health
hazards.

So, although electric vehicles are
far, far better than petrol or gas
driven ones – there’s no such thing
as a free lunch.

Gill Burke
Braidwood

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NEWS IN BRIEF

Leftovers for regions
So Braidwood will get an off-
street car park when there is
change from building a car park in
Bungendore (Changing Times, 2
June 2021). 

This sends a very clear message
to residents and business operators
in the heritage-listed town that they
are low in the pecking order.

In contrast, QPRC not only plans
to build an off-street car park in
Bungendore at a cost of around $1.8
million, it plans to build two multi-
storey car parks in Queanbeyan,
along with expensive underground
parking below the new council
headquarters.

There are many ways to assess
the success or otherwise of the
forced merger five years ago of
Palerang and Queanbeyan local
councils. When it comes to fairness,
the smaller communities seem to
miss out.

Sure, QPRC has spent a little
money in lots of places with the
merger transition funds (designed to
take the edge off the outrage), bush-
fire and COVID recovery grants.
But these relatively modest im-
provements pale compared to the
funds pouring into Queanbeyan and
ignoring the needs in smaller cen-
tres.

Katrina Willis
Queanbeyan

Greens candidate for QPRC
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Braidwood’s reputation for being
a politically-engaged town was
certainly borne out on Monday af-
ternoon when a large crowd
packed out BRAG, both inside
and outside, to hear federal oppo-
sition leader, Anthony Albanese. 

Mr Albanese, who arrived
straight from a community cabinet
meeting at Bomaderry, was in town
for a brief town hall-style meeting
along with Eden-Monaro MP,
Kristy McBain.

While there has been no indica-
tion yet from the government that
an election is imminent, the signs
are starting to point to a 2021 fed-
eral election and the opposition is
wasting no time in getting the
wheels on its campaign. The crowd
at BRAG represented the full spec-
trum of the Braidwood community
and questions put to Mr Albanese
covered a diverse range of commu-
nity concerns.

Mr Albanese outlined the key
points that Labor will be taking to
the next election, singling out the
issue of net zero emissions, an
issue, he says, is one where Aus-
tralia has a huge opportunity to cre-
ate jobs, lower energy prices and
address climate change. “Talking

climate change needs to be front
and centre,” he said. 

Despite having some of the best
solar energy research in the world,
Australia has a low uptake of re-
newable energy and Labor is look-
ing at ways to turn that situation
around: a plan to “rewire the na-
tion,” which includes community
battery storage, transitioning from
fossil fuel energy to renewables and
commercialising new technology.
“These are the low-hanging fruit,”
he said. “We have to take advantage
of the new opportunities being of-
fered, not be scared of them.”

The COVID-19 vaccine rollout
and the government’s response to
the pandemic was questioned from
the floor. In response Mr Albanese
said that the public response to the
pandemic “showed the strength of
the Australian character in disci-
pline, sacrifice and being prepared
to look after one another.” He noted
that the people who suffered the
most economic hardship were those
in insecure work and those working
across multiple jobs simply in order
to get by. 

Of the country’s recovery from
the economic effects of the pan-
demic, he said “we have a once in a

century opportunity to create a new
Australia.” 

He used the example of the Chi-
fley government’s approach to re-
building the nation after the second
World War. “[The government]
looked at ways of preparing Aus-
tralia better for the future rather
than just going back to the way it
was before,” he said, noting the
post-war migration program and the
large infrastructure projects such as
the Snowy Mountains Scheme as
examples. 

A Labor government, he said,
would look to the future. “The pan-
demic is not likely to be a once-in-
a-lifetime event and there may be
variations of it for some time.” 

Mr Albanese said that there
should be a national quarantine pro-
gram with purpose-built quarantine
centres, better access to vaccines,
local vaccine production and a thor-
ough public information campaign.

Other major policy announce-
ments he noted were a federal anti-
corruption commission, to be
implemented “as soon as I’m prime
minister”, and Labor’s Future Aus-
tralia Housing Plan to address af-
fordable housing. 

Both Mr Albanese and Ms
McBain said that affordable and
sustainable housing was the most
commonly raised issue they en-
counter in their work in local com-
munities.

Albanese and McBain in packed meeting at BRAG
Robin Tennant-Wood

No meeting would be complete without an epic question from Gilly Burke.
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622

Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299

The guest artist at Julie Baker’s
Artworx this month was local
poet and writer, Julia Irwin. 

Julia Irwin, who moved to Sum-
merfield about five years ago, is a
retired teacher with a love of the
English language. While living in
Canberra she started a poetry group
called The Moorings, who pub-
lished a book of poetry of the same
name.

At Julie’s Artworx on Sunday,
Julia had several of her poems
printed and displayed with Julie’s
visual art works chosen for their rel-
evance to the specific poems.

Of her work, Julia Irwin says that
she likes to write about “small
things, closely observed.” The
colours of a king parrot mirrored in
the tree it’s sitting in; the beauty of
a flower: her work draws attention
to things that we often take for
granted or don’t notice.

As a writer Julia has also used the
medium of words to get through
difficult times in her life. Being able
to write during tough times is a
means of coming to terms with that
reality and ultimately, see the good
at the end of the bad. Many of her

poems are infused with a warm hu-
mour and she jokes that one friend
described her work as having ‘a
twist in the tail’ – an unexpected
final line that makes the reader
think. 

Julia also sees value in older peo-
ple writing their memories and sto-
ries. She notes that with the
universal use of email and comput-
ers, letters and family photo albums
are no longer the key means of
keeping histories and stories. To
this end she has started a little writ-
ing group at Summerfield to help
guide some of the residents through
the process of writing their stories,
for their own benefit and that of fu-
ture generations.

As well as The Moorings, Julia
Irwin’s work is in two printed
books: Pomegranates and Halibuts
and Hyacinths.

Julie Baker’s Artworx is open
every third Sunday of the month at
44 Coronation Avenue and each
month features a different local
artist as well as Julie’s own paint-
ings, mosaic work and textile arts.
All proceeds go to charity and Art-
worx is a COVID-safe event.

Julie Baker and Julia Irwin.

The art of looking
closer
Robin Tennant-Wood



Earlier this year Carmel Yahl,
daughter of the late Michael
Taffa, advised that the last surviv-
ing member of the original Braid-
wood Taffa family, Pauline Miller
had passed away.

In 1960 when I moved to other
pastures, Taffa’s was still one of the
four well established grocery shops
serving the people of Braidwood
and district.  Their shop is now oc-
cupied by Saloon Design House. 

Apart from groceries Taffa’s
were also engaged in retailing
men’s wear.  There were eight or
nine children in the family however
I only knew Michael, Ray and
Tony. Bob Walker Lennie’s older
brother also worked for Taffa’s for
some time.

For a couple of years Ray Taffa
had a separate menswear shop in

the Royal cafe building, I purchased
my first suit from him, a fashion-
able Reuben F. Scarf model for ten
pounds.

Across the street was S.R. But-
tles. Jack Dempsey was the first
manager that I can recall. Jack
passed away suddenly and was suc-
ceeded in the role by Percy Byron.
Gordon Young also worked there as
did Zelma Hockey and Noel
Dempsey. The building is now oc-
cupied by Sandalwood Wares.

Anderson’s was managed by Ron
Anderson, his father Matt a former
Mayor of Braidwood, was in my
time pretty much focussed on his
bike repair and hire business. Also
working for Andersons was Tom
Gowen, Reg (Samson) Gourlay and
Lawrie Anderson.

The iconic Nomchong family
were engaged in a wide variety of
business as well as groceries. Hard-
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Braidwood’s early grocery stores
Allan McGrath

A young Michael Taffa sitting on the shop scales out the front of the
Braidwood General Store shed in the late 1940s.

The Taffa family of Braidwood in front of the chaff and feed shed around 1934.

ware, timber, roofing iron, building
supplies, carrying etc.

All of the grocers were attentive
with their service. You could take a
list in and sit in the seat provided at
the counter while they selected your
various items from the shelves,
weighed and bagged the sugar,
flour biscuits etc, and placed them
on the counter. when the order was
complete they would box it up and

carry it to your car or if required
would deliver it to your home in
town.

Most offered a pick up and deliv-
ery service calling on customers for
an order once a week. I can remem-
ber Gordon Young, Tom Gowen and
Bob Keyte and others sitting at our
kitchen table writing out the items
my mother needed in the morning
and delivering them together with
the invoice in the afternoon. If there
was no one home they would un-
pack the box and leave everything
on our kitchen table, even putting
the butter in the fridge.

Sometimes farmers would drop
off a list to their grocer to be put to-
gether and picked up later in the
day, particularly on stock sale days
and on Saturdays.  Often farmers
and graziers would be delayed on
business (or at the pub) and miss
the shop closing. 

It seemed to be a tradition that the
order was then placed in a carton
and left just outside the shop en-
trance to be collected, something
that could not even be contemplated
today.  Braidwood was pretty much
off the beaten track in those days
and for the most part, honest behav-
iour was a given.

DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week
Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies
Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334
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Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

I recently bought a “20th anniver-
sary” release of a CD by Eva Cas-
sidy. It is such a beautiful album
that I thought I would write about
her and this particular album this
week.

Cassidy had a short life but she
left the world some wonderful
music. She was born on 2nd Febru-
ary 1963 and died on 2nd November
1996 aged 33. In 1993, Cassidy had
a malignant mole removed from her
back. Three years later, tests found
that cancer had spread to her bones.
On September 17th 1996 at a benefit
concert for her at  The Bayou, a
music venue in Georgetown, Wash-
ington, she made her final public
appearance.

When she was nine, her father
began teaching her to play the
guitar and she began to play
and sing at family gatherings.

Due to her shyness, she
struggled with performing in

front of strangers. 

A member of her band said of her
shyness, “She was an angel, very
humble and shy. She would listen
more than talk… I remember lots of
times, we were playing and it was
just empty and dead. She seemed to
like those nights, because there
wasn’t as much pressure. In fact,
she’d be more relieved when hardly
anybody was out there.”

In 1992, she released her first
album,  The Other Side, a set of
duets with Washington D.C. musi-

cian Chuck Brown, followed by the
1996 live solo album titled Live At
Blues Alley. These were the only al-
bums issued while she was alive.
Since her death her family have re-
leased 11 albums of her recordings.
Even though this seems a bit over
the top, these albums have been
very successful and Eva Cassidy’s
name deserves to be remembered in
the history of great music. 

The album I have purchased is a
compilation of her work originally
released in 1998 called Songbird. It
has been re-released with the title
Songbird 20. It contains some ab-
solute gems. Her version of Sting’s
Fields of Gold is hauntingly beau-
tiful. The title track Songbird was
written by Christine McVie while
she with Fleetwood Mac. Cassidy
performs this song accompanied by
drums, bass and acoustic guitar and
absolutely makes it her own. Al-
though Curtis Mayfield’s classic
People Get Ready is on the album,
I recommend you watch Cassidy
performing it at the Blues Alley
club (available on YouTube). It is
pure artistry.

The album’s pièce de résistance
is Cassidy’s version of Harold
Arlen and Yip Harburg’s Over The
Rainbow. It seems like every singer
of note over the past 80 or so years
has recorded this song since its in-
troduction by Judy Garland in The
Wizard of Oz – this song now “be-
longs” to Eva Cassidy. To quote
Carly Simon: “Nobody Does it
 Better”.

MUSIC MATTERS David McClymont
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This is a key aspect of BYPAA’s
mission. We genuinely want no
child to miss out and, even beyond
the highly subsidised fees we
charge, we also provide full and
partial scholarships to anyone in
need. Please, reach out to us via our
website.

Lastly, BYPAA does have one

The Braidwood Youth Performing
Arts Association has a great line
up of events planned for young
people this year. 

We are incredibly excited and
want to keep everyone informed
and updated, so that no one misses
out on anything. 

On Tuesday 8th June we held au-
ditions for the lead roles in our up-
coming Youth Theatre performance
of Pirates of Penzance. Massive
congratulations to all participants.
Auditioning is incredibly brave, and
we commend everyone who joined
us last Tuesday. The auditionees
were fantastic and casting was quite
the difficult task for the panel. We
are really excited to work with all
these courageous young performers
and to share this show with the
community in November. 
The lead roles are as follows: 

Pirate King – Kiah Ecclestone;
Major General – Ivy Ross; Police
Sergeant – Etienne Bonin; Mabel –
Ruby Maher; Frederick – Romany
Gleeson; Ruth – Leah Mann;
Samuel – Mahlee Spencer-Long;
and the 4 Lead Sisters – Matilda
Jeffery, Eleanor Hart, Mollie Dixon
and Grace Thompson. 

Congratulations everyone!
Additional speaking and solo op-

portunities will arise throughout the
production’s development. We still
welcome people to join our ensem-
ble of pirates, daughters, and po-
liceman, and we will find
opportunities to feature every mem-
ber of the cast. 

Rehearsals will begin in on Mon-
day 12th July and run throughout
Term 3, with the performance in the
first weekend of November. Mean-
while, on Monday 21st June, there
will be a screening of Pirates of
Penzance, 5pm to 7 pm at the
Braidwood Scout Hall, to get every-
one in the mood. Come in pirate
costume! Open to all.
And as well ...

Next, we have just released the
program for our ‘You Tell Us’ –
Winter Workshop Series and are al-
ready taking registrations. Spaces
are limited and bookings essential
so please be quick to avoid disap-
pointment. There are five great
workshops for kids to choose from:

Wearable Art; Film and Radio; De-
vising Drama; Trashcan Orchestra
and the Recyclery. The theme of the
workshop series is about taking the
stuff and junk around us and re-
shaping it to help tell our own sto-
ries in our own way. 

Participants will choose one
workshop and focus on this activity
for three days. At the end there will
be a performance in the National
Theatre where each workshop will
bring their work to create A Show
Not to be Missed! 

Then, to top it all off and to help
us all celebrate all the hard work,
we will host an After Party in the
National Theatre with fun, games
and lots of dancing featuring the tal-
ents of DJ Morgan. Performance at
5pm and After Party at 6.30pm on
Friday 9th July. 

Please visit our website for
more details and to register in

your chosen workshop;
www.bypaa.org.

BYPAA is grateful for the gener-
ous support and sponsorships that
enables us to organise these activi-
ties for our young people. A huge
thanks to our various sponsors, in-
cluding: Coordinare phn South
Eastern NSW; the Braidwood Com-
munity Bank; the Lions Club of
Braidwood, Braidwood Central
School and Queanbeyan Palerang
Regional Council. Without support
it would not be possible to keep our
events as affordable as we do, for
all families. 

more event up our sleeves for this
year: the DIY- Made in Braidwood
Festival Market. 

Full details to come soon, but for
now… save the date of Saturday
2nd October. Be sure to stay in
town for this one, especially all our
young makers, entrepreneurs and
performers. 

BYPAA NEWS
Annie Duke

YOUTH ACTIVITIES

Auditioning for the show.
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Books
Robin Tennant-Wood

The bi-annual Anglican Monster
Bookfair was again a key feature
of the Braidwood long weekend,
with locals and visitors alike
scouring the tables for that
sought-after title.

The event reverted to its usual
format for this weekend, after the
week-long, post-lockdown Book
Extravaganza held in January.

Bookfair organiser, Marjorie
Lemin, said that they expected to
raise around $15,000 which will be
disbursed to the community via
local community organisations. 

The bookfair remains one of
Braidwood’s longest running and
most popular community fundrais-
ing events, assisting many of our
local organisations to continue their
work in supporting local people and
projects.

COMMUNITY COMMENT
Kristy Moyle

“Incident lands in court” Chang-
ing Times 2 June 2021.

Nobody is pointing the blame at
‘others’. In fact, people are not
pointing at any one person, and they
are not naming names either. The
[Facebook] commentators are not
even being retributive in posts —
they are asking for something to be
done to prevent this from happen-
ing again.

In order to deal with this kind of
issue, it is important to get to the
source of the problem. 

Did this happen after a solid day
of work? After one schooner at the
pub before home and bed for work
the next day? 

Or did this happen during an ex-
tended and increasingly messy cel-
ebration following a winning
game?  

Upon winning a game, does their
club have any traditions?  

Do they, perhaps, share a pot of
tea? Or go to the movies?

Of course they don’t. They start
drinking heavily of an afternoon,
and they don’t stop until they are
kicked out. Then, in this case, al-
legedly perpetrating a crime against

two young women in the safety of
their home.  

The police are in charge of the
‘after’ bit.  The part that happens
after an alleged crime has occurred.

Do you know who IS in a posi-
tion to have an influence on the ‘be-
fore’ bit of this scenario? 

It’s US, Communities, Groups,
Clubs.  

Basically, whoever is creating,
influencing and condoning the

development a culture.  An
environment.  A tradition.

They are not the ‘perpetrators’ of
the crime in and of itself.  And as
such, they will not be charged.  

They are the influencers and
drivers of the culture that is influ-
encing and condoning reckless and
antisocial behaviours that, when
shown to the wrong person, can
lead to unfortunate actions.

They were asked to step up and
examine themselves. To look at
their traditions, the messages that
are learned within the culture, and
to recognise that something about it
is not right.

And so far they haven’t.
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Mitchell Smithers
0427 637 257

Suzanne Carter
0473 888 337

REGIONAL REAL ESTATE Running hot in and around Braidwood

Belle Property Braidwood
78 Wallace Street, Braidwood NSW 
Office  02 4842 1029
Mobile  0466 632 696

Contact Kelly Allen at Belle Property on 0466 632 696.

belleproperty.com/braidwood

Monga $775,000
4610 Kings Highway 
Nestled behind 150 year old pine
trees, sits this quaint country cottage,
the perfect escape. The site is also
home to the remains of the historic
Monga Public School which adds to
the charm of the majestic pines,
which were planted as part of the
school playground all those years
ago. The property sits on approx. 23
acres of arable Monga soil and there
is scope to further improve the
gardens and infrastructure to set up a
self sustainable lifestyle, just 10
minutes from the Historic Township of
Braidwood.
Easy access off the Kings Highway
and within 35 mins of Batemans Bay
you have the option of utilising the
coast and its conveniences as well as
all that Braidwood has to offer.

Braidwood $915,000
6 Hassal Court
Contemporary Luxury
Located in arguably the best street in
Braidwood this as new home has
been finished to the highest level with
the best quality inclusions.
The award winning home completed
in 2019 by Green Homes is state of
the art in design and practicality.
Clean contemporary lines combine

Mongarlowe $330,000
381 Budawang Road 
So you would like to live in the
country but don’t want acres and
acres to look after.
This 1.2 hectare (just under 3 acres)
parcel on the Mongarlowe hinterland
with rich basalt soil and established
trees will create the most idyllic site
for a country homestead. The east
west running block provides the
perfect orientation for a solar passive
design, together with the location will
be the envy of many. With views
across the surrounding paddocks to
the Budawang Ranges you have the
advantage of being in the country
without having to own it all. 
Only 15 minutes to Braidwood or just
over 40 from the coast the location is
convenient without being remote.

Braidwood $560,000
47 Coronation Avenue
Smell the cappuccinos
Just over 300 metres walk to the
centre of town you can almost smell
the cappuccinos or 400 metres in the
other direction you are at the golf
course and 19th hole.
This 3 bedroom home has floating
timber flooring throughout, split
system reverse cycle air conditioning
or wood heating if you prefer. 
All bedrooms have built ins and the
freestanding double garage has lots
of space for storage.
Homes in this price range with so
much to offer are becoming a rarity,
an early inspection is recommended. 

Cudgigomar $6M
“Cudigomar” Over 2500 Ha
An extremely rare offering in today’s
market “Cudgigomar” is one of the
largest properties in the region.
Over 2500 hectares on 33 titles the
property is surrounded by National
Park on 3 sides, the centrepiece
being the picturesque valley over
which the homestead presides.
Two creeks- Moodong and Appletree
Creek run through the property. A
diesel pump from Moodong Creek
provides water to a 90,000 litre tank
which reticulates to 15 concrete
troughs in paddocks without creek
access. Fencing is excellent with a lot
being only recently renewed. 
The homestead is double brick, off
grid solar powered, with all modern
comforts and presents impeccably.
Built in 2000 the home is still in new
condition. Large north and east facing
windows look out across the veranda
to the valley.
Outbuildings include machinery
sheds, workshop and weekend
accommodation. A levelled heli-pad
100 metres from the homestead
makes it easy for weekend guests or
even easier to duck in to town for milk
and bread.
The property is currently used as a
cattle breeding operation but there is
so much potential for other uses
being so close to National Park and
on numerous titles. 
An information memorandum is
available for interested parties on
application.

Contact Reg O’Connell at Nutrien Harcourts
on 0402 833 344.

with light open spaces to create a
home that exudes luxury. Square set
cornicing throughout and 3.7 metre
raked ceilings to the open plan living
expanse give a sense of space to
what is already a large area, this also
opens out to the alfresco area.
The three bedroom , study home has
ensuite and walk through robe to the
main bedroom at the front of the
home. Two other spacious bedrooms
have built in robes. Double glazing is
a feature throughout. There are two
reverse cycle air-conditioners keeping
the home comfortable year round.

Braidwood $549,000
2/205 Wallace Street,
Solid double brick construction this
single level home has Three
bedrooms, Two bathrooms and a
garage. This home is conveniently
located, low maintenance and is fresh
and bright throughout. The open plan
living areas and recently renovated
kitchen with brand new European
appliances, gas cooktop, electric
oven and dishwasher, make this a
must to inspect.
The living area is serviced by both
gas heating and reverse cycle air
conditioning and the power bills are
kept low thanks to the 5.4 k/w back to
base solar system and the double
brick construction keeps the inside
insulated and warm. The laundry,
bathroom and toilet are all separate
and there are built in robes to all
bedrooms. Two of the bedrooms have
ceiling fans and the main has an
ensuite. Located behind the garage,
in the neat grassed/paved undercover
courtyard, you’ll find a small
workshop. This home is perfect for
first home buyers, downsizers,

Braidwood $545,000
37 Ryrie Street, 
Recently renovated, this light filled
cottage offers buyers an affordable
home or investment; Featuring open
plan lounge with cosy fireplace,
striking new kitchen with eat in island
bench flowing out onto the
entertainment deck. There are three
bedrooms and fully renovated sleek
new bathroom complete with claw
foot bathtub. 

Braidwood EOI
3/22 Coronation Avenue 
This modern solar passive villa is
located at the rear of a complex of 3
villas, offering large north facing
windows and only a short stroll to the
Braidwood Serviceman’s Club and
golf course. Featuring open plan
living room with modern kitchen with
breakfast bench. Two good sized
bedrooms with built ins and modern
bathroom. The large north facing
double glazed windows offer plenty of
light, opening out to the low
maintenance deck and yard.

retirees and investors.
Convenient location, just a stroll to
local cafe’s, parks, pubs and
restaurants as well as beautiful Ryrie
Park and Braidwood pool. The
complete package of convenience
and low maintenance.
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TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING
RJ & KA Whiteman

• Light tree work  • Wood chipping
• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire

Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

BWD No 25
n Shooting for the stars
n An Angel in hell
n Honeysuckle Creek
n The Braidwood surveyor
n Another snake story
n Class of 24/7
n Cool Autumn recipes

AT NEWSAGENT

Thank you
The Parsons family of Braidwood would like to thank the
Braidwood and district community for their kindness and

affection towards the passing of David J Parsons.
A much loved husband, father and grandfather.

David lived his life with a great passion ...
so how do we judge such a man?

His legacy will live through his family ... 
integrity, fairness, good judgement, compassion, 

his loyalty to friends endeared him to many, 
his adventurous spirit, sense of honour 

and love of cars 
and his beloved vegetable garden.

He will be sadly missed.
David J Parsons 11.01.1947 to 29.05.2021

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

Have you decided that it’s time to get out there and take
action to protect our natural world and stop the climate
crisis? Start your volunteer journey with the Australian
Conservation Foundation. 
We’re running a welcome morning for anyone interested in
getting involved and volunteering with ACF. We’ll share more
about ACF and our theory of change, our current campaign
priorities, and available volunteer opportunities. You'll also
have the opportunity to connect with like-minded people
across the country who are passionate about caring for the
places we love.
What we’ll cover 
n ACF’s vision, change strategy and campaign priorities
n Why you should get involved
n The volunteer opportunities available
n The next steps to get involved
Who is this event for?
n Anyone who cares about protecting nature and would like

to learn more about the ways we can make change.
n Anyone who is interested in getting involved with

volunteering opportunities at ACF.
n Those who don’t know much about ACF and would like to

learn more.
n Those who are already involved with ACF but would like

to learn about other volunteering opportunities available.

Sunday June 20, 2021 9:30am - 11am
National Theatre

100 Wallace St Braidwood, NSW 26220
Contact: Maryanne Stuart on 0406 460 683
or RSVP and register on the ACF website:

https://www.acf.org.au/volunteer_welcome_0621_20210620



Favourable seasonal conditions
for the first half of 2021 coupled
with a positive outlook will result
in a faster national flock rebuild,
according to Meat & Livestock
Australia’s (MLA) 2021 sheep in-
dustry projections half year up-
date, released today. 

Australia’s sheep flock continues
to undergo a significant rebuilding
phase and is predicted to grow by
6.3% to 68.1 million head, this fol-
lows the flock falling to its lowest

level on record in 2020, at 64 mil-
lion head, after years of drought

MLA Market information man-
ager, Stephen Bignell, said the
speed of the rebuild was also a re-
sult of lower than previously ex-
pected sheep and lamb slaughter in
2021. 

“Lower slaughter numbers for
sheep and lamb, which MLA are
now forecasting to be 6.1 million
head and 20.3 million head respec-
tively, are being driven by contin-

ued good weather in key sheep pro-
ducing regions. These strong sea-
sonal conditions are encouraging
producers to retain more ewes and
ewe lambs for breeding purposes,”
Mr Bignell said.
“Despite being revised down

from the February projections,
lamb slaughter is still expected

to be above levels from last
year, when 20 million head

were slaughtered. 

“In 2020, lamb processing capac-
ity in Victoria was impacted by
COVID-19 social distancing meas-
ures in the latter half on the year.
Therefore, it is expected that lamb
slaughter could accelerate in the
second half of 2021 and exceed
2020 levels.”

Mr Bignell also said improved
conditions in Western Australia are
likely to impact producer intentions
in the state. 

“It is likely that the wet autumn
and good outlook for winter will
cease any flock liquidation in the
state, stopping the flow of sheep to
east that lead to 2 million head
being trucked across the Nullarbor
in 2020,” Mr Bignell said. 

“The favourable conditions in
WA will encourage producers to re-
build their flocks. A recent MLA
benchmarking report found that
mixed sheep and cropping farms in
WA are the most profitable in the
world, reinforcing the rebuild men-
tality in the state.”

Mr Bignell said average national
lamb carcase weights will continue
to be underpinned by improved sea-
sonal conditions across key sheep
regions and relatively high prices in
the first quarter of 2021 that are
providing producers with an incen-
tive to add additional kilos to ani-
mals.

“Better conditioned lambs will
see average national lamb carcase
weights for 2021 lift marginally to
24.4kg, up 0.4kg/head on 2020 lev-
els. MLA has not predicted signifi-
cantly increased weights in 2021,
given 2020 was also a year with
abundant feed that assisted good
lamb growth.

“Continued feed availability is
underpinning average sheep carcase
weights which are expected to re-
main in line with 2020 weights at
25.8kg/head. Greater investments
into sheep lot and containment
feeding during the 2018-19 drought
supported carcase weights in peri-
ods of pasture shortfalls.”

Saleyard prices in 2021 are
expected to remain high,

though slightly lower than the
records set in 2020 and 2019,

indicative of a flock rebuild that
is maturing.

As the predictions suggest, the
sheep flock is in good shape to re-
build and grow, which will help
Australia continue its position as a
global export leader now and into
the future.
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Max

Cents per Kilogram

Av.

Dollars per Head

Min.Max.Av.Min.Head
Fat and 
Muscle

Weight 
RangeCategory

Live Weight

Steers 401 To 500 345.0 396.8 408.0 $1,466.25 $1,888.53 $1,994.105

Steers Over 501 406.2 406.6 408.0 $2,132.55 $2,150.76 $2,223.605

Heifers 301 To 400 1600.0 1600.0 1,600.0 $4,924.44 $4,924.44 $4,924.449

Heifers 401 To 500 374.0 395.6 450.0 $1,560.60 $1,732.92 $2,017.5041

Cows 251 To 500 394.0 394.0 394.0 $1,924.03 $1,924.03 $1,924.039

Total Liveweight Yarding 69

Average C/KG

Average $ / Head $2,215.69

 553.37

MaxAv.

Dollars per Head

Min.HeadCategory

Open Auction

Cows $2,200.00 $2,276.92 $2,300.0013

Cows & Calves $1,700.00 $2,776.92 $3,100.0013

Heifers $900.00 $1,400.67 $2,600.00547

Steers $600.00 $1,622.70 $1,930.001011

1584Total Open Auction Heads

$1,560.87Average $ / Head
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Market Report Generated by Saleyard Plus View online market reports
www.livestockexchange.com.au© 2003 - 2021 Livestock Exchange Pty Ltd - 01/2017V11.19.7

Sheep flock to increase to over 68 million

Market Report — Braidwood Saleyard
27/05/2021 Special Cattle Thursday, 27 May 2021
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Anglican Parish of Braidwood
One of the more beautiful sights is to look out
across a lake or sea when everything appears
calm, settled and tranquil. 

Often we might see the movement of sail
boats driven along by a moderate breeze, or per-
haps a canoe or kayak paddled gently across the
water’s surface. In most cases the occupants of
these types of vessels are kitted out with life
jackets or safety vets. Manufactured danger in
the form of powerboats or jet skis can quickly
change the mood if they create a swell or back-
wash that rocks the boat so that it becomes un-
manageable. Equally daunting are the times
when natural elements unleash their fury and
power. As ‘Storm Clouds Gather’ one might ex-
pect strong wind gusts accompanied by torren-
tial rain. In Mark’s gospel, Chapter 4 and verses
35-41 we have a real life setting on the Sea of
Galilee   which according to so-called experts
can be subject to hostile and volatile intrusions
by abrupt climatic events. This incident or para-

St Bede's Parish
Reflection on Mark 4:35-41 by Dianne
Bergant CSA

Paul insists that the love of Christ completely
transforms us, mind and heart. No longer do we
judge according to human standards. No longer
do we meet injury with assault. No longer do we
relegate people to the margins of society, or
hoard the goods that others need to survive.
Everything is changed in this new worldview.
We understand ourselves and our world differ-
ently. Most importantly, we perceive God differ-
ently.

Job’s new insights enlightened his understand-
ing of creation, of the Creator, and of himself, a
finite creature. Several of the disciples were sea-
soned fishermen. They knew that sea quite well.
Living close to Jesus, they knew him too. Now
they saw him in a different light. In both cases,
faith opened their eyes. Like the disciples, we
begin to realise that this man who shares in all
of our human vulnerability is able to direct the
power of the Creator.

We need eyes of faith to recognise the power
of God at work in the events of our lives. Like
Job, faith moves us from viewing God as a deity
who is so distant from us that the circumstances

of our lives appear to be irrelevant, to realising
that everything is ultimately in God's hands and
everything follows the course on which God has
set it. For our part, all we can or need do is en-
trust ourselves to this loving God who cares if
even a sparrow falls to the ground.
Weekday Masses: Tuesdays at 10am.
Meditation: Thursdays at 10.30am.
Adoration: Fridays for 1 hour between 9 and

10am. Please call in at any time during that hour
to pray in front of the Blessed Sacrament.

Araluen Stations of the Cross: 3.00pm First
Friday of every month. All welcome.

Social Justice Meeting: Sunday 13 June in the
church at 10.30am.

Vinnies Meeting: Friday 18 June at 1.30pm in
the Presbytery

Ecumenical Service at Braidwood MPS: 1st
Saturday of the month at 3.00pm.

Mass Times in the parishes of Bungendore
and Braidwood and their outstation churches.

Until further long-term changes in Covid re-
strictions happen, the following monthly pattern
will apply for Masses in Bungendore, Braid-
wood and the other churches belonging to the
two parishes.

Saturday 6.00pm Braidwood
Sunday 8:30am Bungendore

1st Sunday 10:30am Hoskinstown
2nd &4th
Sundays 10:30am Gundaroo
5th Sunday 11.00am Krawarree
Third Sundays will be shared between extra

Masses at either Braidwood or Bungendore for
First Communion / Confirmation or Mass at ei-
ther Araluen or Nerriga. The third Sunday in
June is First Communion Mass at Bungendore.
(Fr. Mick)
Vinnies needs winter clothing!
Vinnies shops and our emergency support

services remained open throughout the COVID-
19 emergency last winter in Canberra. Because
Vinnies was one of only a few services open, our
stocks of winter coats, jackets and blankets were
wiped out.

You are invited to a ‘Call to Connect’
women’s ministry (CTC) Zoom prayer experi-
ence from our new free Starter Kit for women to
form prayer/sharing groups and an opportunity
for Q&A. Choose one of the following dates;
June 21st, 22nd or 23rd, 7.30-8.30 pm. All wel-
come. 

Register for one evening or for more info:
calltoconnect.ministry@gmail.com

ble is about Jesus and his disciples on a boat
in a storm, but this story symbolises far more.
In the ancient world the sea came to symbolize
the dark power of evil and was seen as a men-
ace to God’s good creation, to God’s people
and God’s purposes.

The circumstances of this stormy illustration
bear testimony to the fact that the repository of
God’s power dwells in Jesus and continues to
be enacted through him. In this storm symbol-
ism it is worth noting the disposition of Jesus
as compared to the panic stricken disciples. As
the forces of evil are aroused, angry and threat-
ening, Jesus is so confident of God’s presence
and power that he can fall asleep on a pillow
in the rear of the boat. By contrast the disciples
are in a frenzied state, demanding an instant
solution to their dilemma. However, there is a
twist in the dynamics at play here. Jesus chal-
lenges the panic stricken’ disciples’ state with
questions about the depth and sincerity of their
faith. We too, could so easily be consumed by
the calming actions of Jesus on the inclement
weather or storm that we fail to take seriously
the faith question.

It would be helpful for all of us to look at

this parable of the storm in the wider context of
our own existence. Each of us, no matter who
we are, whether we are rich or poor; young, mid-
dle aged or old; able bodied or fragile; each of
us are, in a real sense, adrift on the sea of life.
There are times when everything appears to be
plain sailing and trouble free. At other times
menacing storm clouds gather and life becomes
almost unbearable. Remember, however, that
Jesus is always there, no matter what our loca-
tion or situation. In all the various situations in
life we must learn again to call on him for help
or assistance and not simply leave it until ex-
treme situations break upon us.

Those first disciples quickly realised that
Jesus was far more than just a travelling accom-
plice with well honed navigational skills. He too,
was more than a sleeping beauty who could
sleep through a storm and tempest while every-
one around him was in panic mode. Note espe-
cially the final acknowledgement of the disciples
at the end of the chapter where their collective
desperation is relieved; “Who is this, that even
the wind and sea obey him?”

Rev. Rick Lewis – Rector, St. Andrews’ An-
glican Church, Braidwood.

Braidwood Uniting Church

“Hello! How are you, I hope you are keeping
well”? 

How often have we said these words when
meeting someone?  Have you really thought
about what you are telling them; are you really
‘hoping’ or ‘wishing’ or ‘praying’ that they are
truly ‘keeping well?’  Of course you are.  But
have you really thought about this and have you
actually done anything about it for them?  Do
you hold a faith that by saying ‘I hope..’ that
somehow it will be true for them.  

Hope is a very important notion. A quote from
Beyond Blue “Hope reduces feelings of help-
lessness, increases happiness, reduces stress and
improves quality of life.

Hope is the foundation of all good things to
come.”  How wonderful that we can hold Hope
in our Hearts; it cannot be a surprise to know that
Hope is one of the many gifts God has granted
us, above all the animals of the world.  

Hope is in our imagination (another of God’s
gifts) for a good or better outcome.  Our Faith
and Hope in God with the many gifts he has be-
stowed upon us, gives us our aspiration for life

on earth and the confidence in our belief of life
after death. 

Next time you say “Hello, I hope you’re
well!”  remember you are saying a prayer of
Hope for your friend. Romans 15:13 encourages
us, “May the God of Hope fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, so that by the power of
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

Blessings of hope for you this week from
Irene Murtagh and the congregation of Braid-
wood Uniting Church. Sundays: Worship 10am,
Radio Church 6pm. Weekly Garage Sale
Wednesdays 9-3.



A small but determined field of
golfers took to the course in cold,
damp and blustery conditions for
the Michael Toirkens Trophy
(men) and the second round of the
Isobel Mutton Trophy (women).

Results:
Men
Winner: Mark Newman nett 32

(Waived by Michael Toirkens
nett 34)

Runner Up: Don Burke nett 29
Ball Comp: Michael Toirkens 34,

Andrew Clark 28, John Harb 28
NTP 6/15: Spiro Agnew
Handicap Changes: Tom Duffy out

1 to 25, Spiro Agnew out 2 to 12

Women
Winner: Di Freeman nett 30
Runner Up: Barb Stuart nett 27
Ball Comp: Deb Ferguson
NTP: Deb Ferguson
Handicap Changes: Di Freeman out

1 to 32, Michelle Henry out 1 to
27, Donna Kuhn out 1 to 29

Preferred lies (maximum of 1 di-
agonal card length no nearer the
hole) have been introduced into
play with effect immediately. All
players are reminded that divots
and pitch marks on the course must
be repaired. This is a critical re-
quirement for all golfers - not only
to fill-in/repair their own divots and
pitch marks, but also any other div-
ots and pitch marks they may see on
the golf course.

Coming events:
June 19 Saturday: Men’s Single

Stableford – Brendan Sly Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford – Deb

Ferguson Trophy
June 26 Saturday: Committee

Meeting 10.30am Medley 2BBB
Stableford

July 3 Saturday: Men’s & Women’s
Stroke (Monthly Medals)

July 10 Saturday: Men’s Single Sta-
bleford – Don Burke Trophy.
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STAR TIMES
Bankruptpreselection
Up in western Sydney it ap-
pears than to get into local gov-
ernment or preselection as a
Liberal at any level requires the
candidate to have been de-
clared bankrupt. Whole fami-
lies seem to have inherited a
bankrupt gene and the ability
to say plausibly in court, “I’m
sorry M’lord I feel so bad,” or
“I really don’t remember much
about it”. The pay scale of
one’s barrister determines the
outcome.

Koalahomeandaway
I think that I will never see
A thing as worthless as a tree.
Cut them down, make them

chips,
Send them off in great big

ships.
And after going to all that trou-

ble, 
All we get is half a rouble.
Maybe we should just leave

them there,
And let them keep on making

air.

PssthaveIadealforyou
Free trade is the perfidious
pursuit of a country or a bloc of
countries ganging up on every-
one else and selling the idea as
progressive. Britain’s Boris
Johnson, even while still at
ScoMo’s slumber party with US
president Biden; the one he
gate crashed, has welcomed
Australia back as a favoured
trading partner. “Now that
we’ve told the Europeans to get
stuffed, Britain is happy to for-
get that we told you lot to get
stuffed when we went into the
European Common Market in
1973,” said the snowy-haired
old shyster. “I’m sure my gov-
ernment has more in common
with yours than just the same
tax haven address for its min-
isters.

IsthatanelectionIsee?
It could be there’s movement at
the polling station. Oh dear,
what’s Labor going to do about
its Green problem? It looks in
envy at the strength of the
Coalition, bonded as it is with
the strength of Araldite by
years of mutual mistrust and
loathing. But, they don’t covet
the same seats and that’s the
killer for Labor and the Greens.
There are only so many city
chardonnay socialists to go
around — and it’s never
enough.

SIX DOGS
WANDERED

OFF, FIVE
BACK SO

FAR

GOLF NEWS

Weather no deterrent for this lot

OUT AND ABOUT IN TOWN

School’s out and it’s teacher chat time at the Servicemen’s Club.


