
The Braidwood Business Cham-
ber (BBC) has called on the state
government to reconsider its plan
to close the Kings Highway for
three months while undertaking
assessment and removal of “dan-
gerous trees” from the Clyde
Mountain.

The original proposal from
Transport for NSW was to close the
highway to all traffic, from Misty
Mountain Road to River Forest
Road, Monday to Friday, 8.00am to
4.00pm. The timeframe proposed is
30 August for approximately three
months: a period that includes the
spring school holidays, a time when
Braidwood businesses benefit from
the increased traffic to the coast.

The updated schedule is closure
Monday to Thursday, 8.00am to
4.00pm, excluding the school holi-
day period.

Secretary of the BBC, Nick
Kemp, said that with the fires,
floods and COVID lockdowns, a lot
of local businesses have already
used substantial parts of their re-
serves and are highly vulnerable.
“We’ve already had business clo-
sures and major business disruption
in Braidwood,” he said. “The po-
tential cost to our businesses, staff

and community due to the Clyde
closures is huge.”

The BBC is also concerned that
the state government’s decision to
close the highway has been made
with no community consultation or
communication. Given the impact
any closure of the highway will
have on businesses in both Braid-
wood and the Eurobodalla Shire, as
well as people from Canberra and
Queanbeyan travelling to coast, the
total lack of communication with
affected communities is unaccept-
able.

Member for Monaro, John Bari-
laro, last week lent his support to
local businesses, saying, “I know
this work is necessary, but it should
not come at the cost of local busi-
ness. I have written to the Minister
for Regional Transport and Roads,
Paul Toole, making it clear that the
community and I will not accept the
current works program.

“My suggestion is to have the
work carried out Tuesday to
Wednesday from 8am to 4pm. A
further option is an additional half-
day on Thursday from 8am to noon.
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Kings Highway closure is another kick in the teeth for business

I am confident that if we all work
together we can find a way.”

Questions have been raised about
the nature of the work to be carried
out. Mr Kemp said that arborists
have told the BBC that up to 10
trees can be felled in a day, making
the three-month schedule far in ex-
cess of what would be necessary.
Another Braidwood resident who
regularly travels to the coast ques-
tioned the number of trees the gov-
ernment is planning to remove.

The Transport for NSW website
also includes a map showing a pro-
posed alternative route from Braid-
wood to Batemans Bay (see letters
to the editor).

[it’s] just added to my
vision of an office full
of dickheads making
decisions about
something they know
nothing about.

David Cargill in Letters page 4

‘‘And won’t somebody
think about the trees?’’ 
Sue Doran asks

August begins in Australia with a
celebration of trees, once known
as Arbor Day.

Initially my intent for this piece
was to tell a tale of celebration
about a single tree; an old tree
standing alone on a hilltop in Braid-
wood known as One Tree Hill. But

another grand old giant recently
felled down the road in Wilson St,
deserves mention. Thirdly, out of
the blue we were surprised to dis-
cover the imminent removal of 400
more trees along the highway be-
tween River Forest Rd and Misty
Mountain Road, just east of Braid-
wood. Beyond that, down towards
the coast whole forests are to be

felled despite assurances that post-
fire logging would not be business
as usual.
One Tree Hill

This tree is eucalyptus viminalis
so let’s call her EV. Before last cen-
tury’s program of koala culling she
would have been one of their
favourites.  Her territory was ap-
proved for housing development
back three councils ago; Tallaganda
at the time.  Since then a series of

... continued on page 7
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Remember that bit at the begin-
ning of The Hitchhiker’s Guide to
the Galaxy where Arthur Dent
goes to his local council office to
find the plans for the proposal to
demolish his house? 

The plans that were supposedly
open for public consultation? He
eventually finds them in an unlit
cellar without stairs, “at the bottom
of a locked filing cabinet in a dis-
used lavatory with a sign on the
door saying Beware of the Leop-
ard.” Well, QPRC appears to be
using that as a template for public
consultation.

In the last issue of the Changing
Times we reported that Araluen lo-
cals had received no warning prior
to their green waste facility being
closed. Since then, we have re-
ceived a photo of what passes for
‘community consultation’ about the
closure of a well-used and impor-
tant council service: a single A4
page nailed to a tree but inaccessi-
ble due to vegetation. Good one,
QPRC. So where’s the warning sign
about the leopard?

Since the merger of the Quean-
beyan and Palerang councils, then
championed by our state MP who is
now doing an Olympic medal-
worth backflip (with half-somer-
sault and twist) on the issue, the
eastern fringe of the region has be-
come the poor cousin to bottomless
moneypit of Queanbeyan. Braid-
wood and the villages don’t have
the population to ensure a local is
elected to council and therefore rep-
resentation has fallen to a couple of
councillors who recognise that the
whole region, not just the bit with
the most votes, is important. 

While we are thankful to those
individual councillors, council as a
whole, however, seems to think it’s

fine to strip resources from the
fringe to feed the white elephant on
Monaro Street.

A year ago the recycling bins at
the Farringdon RFS shed were re-
moved, forcing residents south of
the Ballalaba bridge to drive up to
150 kilometres in a round trip to de-
posit their recycling at the Braid-
wood Transfer Station. This
happened despite the Waste page on
the QPRC website at the time stat-
ing that council had “no intention”
of closing that, or any other facility.
People want to recycle, they want
to minimise waste and keep it out
of landfill, but council appears de-
termined to make this as difficult as
possible.

As for green waste: recycled
green waste is compost. It’s a vital
part of restoring our agricultural
soils and keeping them productive
in the long term. This is hardly a
revelation. QPRC employs people
to manage compost and the City to
Soil program has proved its worth.
Yet, the village of Araluen appears
not worth council’s attention when
it comes to green waste.

Yes, QPRC, we know that it’s ex-
pensive and inconvenient to send a
bulldozer all the way to Araluen
once a month or so to manage the
green waste facility, but that’s what
we pay rates for: not for the beauti-
fication of the Queanbeyan CBD. 

At risk of sounding like a sports
footwear ad: just do it.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

QPRC failing the waste
and consultation test

Photo: Laurann Yen

Residents across the Monaro are
urged to roll up their sleeves and
get vaccinated for COVID-19 to
help protect themselves, their
loved ones and the community.

Member for Monaro John Bari-
laro said COVID-19 vaccinations
are free and available across re-
gional NSW through the local GP
network, NSW Health clinics and
select pharmacies.

“Time and time again our com-
munity has come together when
things need to get done and this is
no different,” Mr Barilaro said.

“COVID-19 vaccinations are free
and available for anyone aged 18 or
over at GPs, NSW Health clinics
and select pharmacies. Later this
month another 300 pharmacies
across the state will begin adminis-
tering vaccinations, making it even
easier to get the jab.

“Two doses of the vaccine pro-
vide more than 90 per cent preven-
tion of hospitalisation and death
from COVID-19, and also reduces
the risk of spreading the virus by

Jabba jabba do!
about 90 per cent.”

Mr Barilaro said lifting restric-
tions across NSW so that people
can safely get back to work and get
on with life can only begin to be
considered after more than six mil-
lion vaccines are administered.

“Getting the jab greatly reduces
your risk of dying if you happen to
contract the virus and the protection
it provides is essential for us to be
able to welcome visitors, tourists,
customers, suppliers and investors
back to our region,” Mr Barilaro
said.

“Tell your parents, your family
and your friends how they can
get the jab and the benefits it

will provide for them and
our community.”

Mr Barilaro said the 40,000
Pfizer doses that were reallocated to
HSC students in the hardest hit
lockdown areas in Sydney will be
replenished across regional NSW
by 16 August.

Anyone aged 18 and over can find nearby places where they can get
the jab at:
covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/eligibility
For further information about regional NSW COVID-19 rules, go to:

www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules/what-you-can-do-nsw

Local Member for Monaro John Barilaro gets his shot.
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After almost two decades as the
local publican in Majors Creek,
Kate Mitchell has called ‘last
drinks’ and the historic pub’s
ownership is now in the hands of
Braidwood couple, Jackie and
Rowan Clark.

The Clarks have plans to do
restoration and renovation work on
the building but, as Ms Clark ex-
plained, they have to wait until her
sister, an interior designer, is out of
lockdown and can come up to as-
sess the various options for extend-
ing the bar and altering the interior
format. 

In the short term they’re focusing
on cleaning and sorting the place
out while they learn their new trade.

The opening hours and meal
times will remain the same for the
time being and Brooke is still man-
aging the kitchen, so for the fore-
seeable future, all that is changing
are the faces behind the bar and that
suits Jackie, who has spent the past
few weeks learning the art of
pulling the perfect beer from outgo-
ing publican, Kate.

The current pub was built in 1913

to replace the original Elrington
Hotel that stood on the opposite
side of the road. 

The original 1913 building was
extended during the 1960s or 70s to
allow installation of a septic toilet
system, but little restoration work
has been done since then. In 2004
there was a fire in the roof, fortu-
nately extinguished quickly and
trading was able to resume within
days.

Once restored, original features
such as the pressed tin ceiling
throughout the building will be-
come emblematic of federation-era
country architecture. 

Some time ago a local posted a
whimsical comment on Facebook
about the Majors Creek pub, say-
ing: “If only those walls could
talk”, which drew the wry response
from another local, “Well I, for one,
am very relieved they can’t!”

Majors Creek pub
under new management

Jackie & Rowan Clark with their son, Josh, on the pub verandah.

Club’s community
plans need your
support

The Braidwood Servicemen’s
Club is submitting a grant appli-
cation in conjunction with the Old
Anglican Hall and Braidwood
Community Radio to upgrade fa-
cilities to an approved evacuation
centre. 

The success of the application,
however, rests on community sup-
port for the project.

As a community, we learned a lot
from the experience of the Black
Summer. One of those lessons was
that Braidwood lacks sufficient fa-
cilities for emergency accommoda-
tion. Resilience and recovery for
Braidwood and the broader area is
an urgent task required to address
all future emergencies.

General manager of the Club,
Michelle Griggs, said that the pro-
posed upgrade will involve making
the toilets accessible from the hall
ensuring adequate access to the hall
from the carpark. “This will mean
we can accommodate people in the
hall as well as caravans outside,”
she said. “The front part will be
painted the same colour as the Old
Anglican Hall so when people see
that colour, they know it’s a place
of refuge in the event of another
emergency.
“If, for example, Majors Creek
has to be evacuated for any

reason, we need to know that
we have adequate facilities to

deal with that situation,”
Ms Griggs said.

The co-location of the radio sta-
tion with the club is also a huge ad-
vantage for the grant application
and the Radio 2BRW’s support will
be invaluable. For many residents
in the region, the community radio
was a lifeline during the fire situa-
tion and the station and its manage-
ment and volunteer presenters have
a proven track record of dealing
with disaster.

How can the community support
the project? The Club will need as
many letters of support as it can get.
In collaboration with Braidwood
Community Radio, the club has the
capacity to deliver a community
project successfully.

Letters or emails of support for
this project can be sent to: Braid-
wood Servicemen’s Club PO Box
42 Braidwood 2622 or braid-
woodsc@internode.on.net

Brooke preparing Sunday night’s meals in the pub’s kitchen.



Not one, but two young local
artists were featured at Artworx
over the weekend, drawing a good
crowd and a lot of admiration for
their work.

Anarion Hart has just turned 12
and has been sculpting in metal
since for about four years. He uses
scrap metal which he welds to-
gether to form whimsical forms: a
kangaroo from a brazier and several
springs from a dirt bike and a car;
an eagle from a large hook and long
saw blades; a fish from a mallet
head. The next step in his evolution
as a sculptor will be the acquisition
of a forge so he can start bending
metal as well as assembling it.

Morgan Rodriquez’s drawings
are sharp, sensitive and detailed. He
says he loves the clean lines and
sharp edges evident in Anarion’s
sculpture and is also influenced by
Melbourne-style street art and graf-
fiti. Imagined creatures against in-
tricate backgrounds feature largely.
Morgan, who now lives in Can-
berra, is also a dancer and teaches
dance at Project Beats in the Can-
berra CBD.

Braidwood’s reputation as a re-
gional arts hub is greatly enhanced
by our young talent and Gen Next
is certainly emerging as a worthy
successor to our established arts
community.

Open letter to Mr John
Barilaro MP

Dear John
After hearing about the proposal

to close the Kings Highway next
month, I looked up the Department
of Transport’s Southern Works Pro-
gramme and came across this map
(attached) of the alternate proposed
northern alternative route, during
the closure of the Kings Highway,
which just added to my vision of an
office full of dickheads making de-
cisions about something they know
nothing about.

This map has you travelling from
Braidwood to Nowra passing the
turn-off of the Nerriga Road and
then the turn-off to Goulburn at
Doughboy, the Tarago Road at Bun-
gendore, crossing the Federal High-
way and then joining the Barton
Highway, which has shifted
overnight to Gunning.

Surely this last piece of informa-
tion takes the cake as first prize in
the idiotic setion of any show, ask-
ing people to travel a non-existing
road as official advice.

The proposal then takes you
down to the Appin Way along the
Hume Highway, bypassing the
Illawarra Highway with two alter-
natives at least to the coast.
No wonder the Kings Highway
will be closed for so long as it
appears that the ning-nongs

making the decision have never
been out of the office and have

not the ability to read a
road map.

As a former mayor of Tallaganda
Shire Council, I strongly urge you

to try and get some good old fash-
ioned common sense to these bears,
which appear to me to be bears with
little brain.

The Braidwood businesses, as
you are well aware, have suffered a
lot of difficulties over recent times
but to close the road over the spring
school holidays is almost a criminal
offence.

I try and let the world go by at
my age of 82, but this map said,
“David, wake up!”

David Cargill
Braidwood

(Former Mayor, 6 years, and Coun-
cillor, 22 years, Tallaganda Shire)

Chivalrous Braidwood
It is good to know that that in

these changing times chivalry has
not died. Becoming old and forget-
ful I suddenly realised that it was
Saturday and shops closed early. I
had no rabbit pellets for my Walla-
bies. It was 11.50 am and I rang Nu-
trien and asked if they would put a
bag out at the end of the driveway
from Wallace St. They agreed and I
shot into Braidwood to pick it up.

Then driving  down Wallace St.
being forgetful I went down the
wrong rabbit hole beside the
Butcher. Two blokes were standing
next to my car. I recognised one of
them and asked for help and ex-
plained what I had come for. 

They told me what my mistake
was, wrong lane should have gone
down the lane next to Claire, the
Florist. Then the other bloke said he
would get it and came back with the
Bag of Rabbit Pellets on his shoul-
der and a Halo that only I saw. 

Then I wanted to get
my Saturday Paper and
was going to cross the
road. The bloke I knew
said, he would help me
across the road and told
me his name. It was Den-
ver Shoemark, no won-
der we knew each other!
He waited for me to col-
lect the paper and again
took his as we went back
to his mate across the
road.

So chivalry is not dead
in Braidwood.  

Only our Polititians
have lost it between the
Ears. No halos there!

Sandra von Sneidern
Mongarlowe
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Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

Young artists draw
admiring crowd
Robin Tennant-Wood

Morgan Rodriquez and Anarion Hart with one of Anarion’s sculptures.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The offending map — pack a cut lunch.
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The sight of a road crew on Las-
celles Street had a few of us get-
ting pretty excited last week. 

Could it possibly be the long-
awaited repairs to the road? 

Not exactly. QPRC isn’t fixing
the road, they’re upgrading the
water main. 

The statement from QPRC reads:
“We will be upgrading the water

main on Lascelles Street, Braid-
wood between Ryrie Street and
Wallace Street. Works are planned

to begin on Tuesday 3 August.
These works involve laying new

water main along the southern side
of Lascelles Street. There will be
some disruption to parking as we
work along Lascelles Street.

The project is expected to be
completed by mid-September,
weather permitting. We are com-
pleting the water main upgrade
work before the upgrade of Las-
celles Street begins later this year.”

As you were, everyone.

Talk to Jane on 0400 472 577

MEET THE SUMMERFIELD RESIDENTS — Kevin and Marion

Kevin and Marion Jewell

Kevin: And I worked in
university libraries in Victoria
for 40 years. 

Marion: We had friends in
Malua Bay and we liked the
look of the bay area. So we
moved to the bay seven years
ago. But as our health has
changed we decided we’d
move somewhere that’s a little
bit more accessible to the
street. Also, my daughter is in
Canberra, which is easier to
get to ... and we don’t have to
drag our caravan up the
mountain.
Kevin: We’d moved to New
South Wales from Buninyong
near Ballarat. We’d been up
there for 20 years and we
really liked it. And while we
liked the coast, it was too
suburban and we found we
missed the seasons.
Marion: Yes, the distinct
seasons. People might
complain about the cold, but
it’ll go and you’ll have that

lovely spring, summer, autumn.
We’re looking forward to all
the spring flowers. We do miss
the birds though. We had
heaps of birds in our backyard
because we had tall spotted
gums and the little ones that
come out and hide in all the
bushes. We’re going to plant
some trees so that we can
encourage more birds.
Kevin: We’d seen the signs
along the highway but never
realised what Summerfield
was. Then we drove down and
had a look around and the
variants in the buildings;
they’re not all the same, and
the design where the main
living areas and bedroom faces
north. So you get all this lovely
warmth in winter.
Marion: And of course
Summerfield being freehold is
a big plus for us.

Marion: We were retired back
in 2017 or so. I was a primary
teacher for 40 years.

Lascelles Street diggings
If you want to ring council, all calls are free from the phone box on the corner.

DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week
Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies
Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334
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VIEW CLUB Ros Bulloch OBITUARY Tim Harrowell

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING
RJ & KA Whiteman

• Light tree work  • Wood chipping
• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire

Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Braidwood Evening VIEW Club
is part of a network of over 300
clubs and 15,000 women through-
out Australia. 

VIEW clubs provide members
with the opportunity to connect
with others in the community, es-
tablish lasting friendships and help
Australian children experiencing
disadvantage through supporting
the work of children’s education
charity, The Smith Family. 
The Smith Family is a national
children’s charity that helps

disadvantaged young
Australians to succeed at
school, so they can create

better futures for themselves. 
Children on The Smith Family’s

Learning for Life sponsorship pro-
gram are provided with wraparound
support, which includes financial
assistance for essential school sup-
plies, access to out of school tutor-
ing and mentoring programs, and a
Smith Family partnership coordina-
tor who is on hand to support the
child’s specific needs. VIEW stands
for the Voice, Interests and Educa-
tion of Women. As The Smith Fam-
ily’s largest community sponsor of
Learning for Life students, VIEW
supports the educational outcomes
of more than 1,450 disadvantaged

children and young people.
For several years, Braidwood

Evening View Club have been
inviting the Public Speaker students
from Braidwood Central School to
a meeting to present their speeches.
It’s a win-win situation. The Stu-
dents have an audience to practice
their speeches to and the VIEW
Club members, hear the thoughts
and opinions of the upcoming gen-
eration. The speeches are always
thought provoking and educational.
Julian Davies adds ...
It has become a tradition for
Braidwood Central School stu-
dents to present their new
speeches with the View Club.

After COVID interrupted last
year’s evening event, it was a de-
light for the students to be able to
share their thoughts again. The
breadth of our young people’s ideas
were again shown in speeches that
ranged from the pride of celebrating
indigenous heritage, a comparison
of human rights in North Korea and
Australia, the censorship of chil-
dren’s books, the rise of China as a
power, and to the Overtone Win-
dow in politics. The View Club au-
dience were wonderfully
welcoming and appreciative of the
speakers. 

Ros Bulloch, Grace Tybell, Layla Stuart, Jack Wasson, Anusha Bajracharya, Nel-
son Sargent and Julian Davies at the View Club.

In memory of
Richard Edward HARROWELL

11/08/1920 – 04/08/2021
On 4 August, 2021 Mongarlowe

resident Richard Edward Harrowell
passed away after a short period of
ill health in Braidwood Hospital
just seven days before his 101st
birthday. 

Richard’s two sons Tim and
Phillip, also local residents, have
many memories of the remarkable,
long and full life of their humble
and much loved father whose life
spanned a century and more.    A
span which saw a short peace after
the war to end all wars, then the up-
heaval of a second world war; fol-
lowed by a settled period of growth,
including vast changes in technol-
ogy, thought and social values.

However Richard’s life nearly
ended 78 years ago on New Year’s
Day 1943 in a palm plantation near
Giropa Point, Buna, New Guinea
when Richard at 22 years of age. He
was squatting on his haunches in
full battle-dress, his bayoneted rifle
held upright, mostly concealed in
tall kunai grass, pondering on his
luck to be still alive after his Battal-
ion the 2/12thAIF began their at-
tack on well-entrenched Japanese
pillboxes precisely at 8am that
morning. 

Suddenly at 3pm a Japanese
2-inch mortar bomb exploded

beside him killing and
wounding mates around him.
Steel shrapnel fragments tore

and seriously punctured
Richard’s body.  

Later, an advancing and passing
soldier from a supporting Aus-
tralian unit dutifully stuck Dick’s
bayonet-affixed rifle upright in the
ground to mark his fallen body in
the kunai grass for the busy and
over-worked Australian stretcher-
bearers to locate. There were many
casualties that day. 

Richard was finally discharged
from the army 10 months after
being wounded at Buna, following
internment at the tented 2/9thAus-
tralian Military Hospital, Port
Moresby, then a voyage home to
Sydney through treacherous Japan-
ese submarine patrolled waters on
the Hospital Ship ‘Wanganella’,
and four and a half months care at
the 113thAustralian General Hospi-

tal, Concord, Sydney where he had
to undergo a further serious opera-
tion for the removal of gangrene in-
testine.

Who would have thought then of
a successful recovery from the
trauma of serious war wounds fol-
lowed by another 78 years of life to
be enjoyed in such good health to
the fullest! 

Richard was the youngest of 5
siblings. A century is a long and in-
credible journey and before reach-
ing the last milestone, Richard had
to look back bravely and bear the
heartfelt burden of leaving a lot of
dear people of the same generation
behind – two sisters, two brothers,
his loving wife Barbara and many
close friends and relations.  

Nevertheless, he forged ahead
and the last stretch of his path was
active and never empty for him. He
moved from his retirement village
in Sydney to escape Covid lock-
downs in May 2020 to Mongarlowe
and received much love and support
from his two sons Tim and Phillip
and their families. 

He loved keeping up to date with
his 6 grandchildren and was fortu-
nate to have shared many years
being with them to adulthood and
last year was blessed with 2 great-
grandchildren.

His loving family can be truly
grateful that he is to be celebrated
and laid to rest in 2021 and not 78
years ago in the kunai grass at
Buna, New Guinea.

Dick in Braidwood on ANZAC Day.
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modifications to the development
plan has been sought. By 2020 con-
struction reached EV. Locals raised
the alarm, observing machinery
digging close to her root zone. In
2021 under FOI locals discovered
that the developer had commis-
sioned an arborist who reported as
follows:
The Tree of concern is Epicormic

Growth and is top heavy and dan-
gerous. A heavy prune will only
cause more Epicormic Growth
causing danger and More problems
in the future. 
The habitat the tree will be leav-

ing a dead and unsafe structure.
Removal is advised.
Replanting the site with a more

suitable species of tree for the loca-
tion, will present better and be less
maintenance. [company name
omitted]. 7 September 2020.

Fortunately, because locals made
a noise, in 2020 Council’s Tree Of-
ficer was finally sent (16 years after
development approval was sought)
to inspect the tree.  She wrote
(abridged):
The report by [company name

omitted] is unsubstantiated and
lacks the comprehensive consider-
ation required for a significant tree.
This report should be disregarded 
In regard to habitat value and

ecological significance this tree is
a hotel and is of incredibly high sig-
nificance. The hollows were ac-
tively being used at the time of my
inspection … As the design stands,
the tree will not survive and thrive
following this development … An
AQF level 5 arborist or equivalent
shall be engaged by the developer
to write a tree protection plan…
This tree is worthy of Council’s Sig-
nificant Tree Register for the aes-
thetic, ecological, social and
cultural heritage and benefits it
provides. This tree should be pro-
tected at any cost …

She proceeded to list a set of 10
requirements for develop action to
protect EV.
Wilson St

When last month a beauty in Wil-
son St was felled with minimal no-
tice (immediate neighbours and
Facebook) locals asked about list-
ing on the Significant Tree Register,
to be advised that Council did not
yet have the register in place.
Council also does not have in place

an effective method of notifying the
community with plans for non-
emergency pruning or felling. Other
councils string a notice around the
tree explaining the plan, its reason-
ing, the timeline and avenue for
comment. QPRC’s absence of such
community engagement is lazy and
embarrassing.
Moving on down the highway

Alarm spread this week about the
potential impact on already threat-
ened local businesses due to immi-
nent and long-lasting 4-days-
per-week closure of the Kings
Highway.  We are also affected by
the continuing closure of Araluen
Rd. The Braidwood community had
not been consulted about the plan to
remove 400 trees along the Kings
Highway. We understand there is an
arborist’s report.  We don’t know if
there’s an engineer’s report address-
ing potential consequential landslip.
Readers might understand local
scepticism about arborist’s reports.
Following an outcry by local busi-
ness it seems a select few have been
invited to a zoom briefing by Trans-
port for NSW. Better late than
never? The reports (arborist and en-
gineer) it seems were not made
public. This briefing of the few was
held after electronic notices had
been erected between the capital
and the Clyde Mountain warning of
the closures.

And closer to the coast along
the same highway

According to the Sydney Morn-
ing Herald (05/08/21 p.12) the state
government is sitting on the report
– to which many locals contributed
– about necessary changes to log-
ging practices following the rav-
ages of fire. The report was sent to
Mr Stokes, Deputy Premier John
Barilaro and Environment Minister,
Matt Kean.

Meanwhile we understand that
the earlier agreement regarding re-
duced felling following the fires has
now been cast aside, on the coast
and at Shallow Crossing logging of
burnt forests is back to business as
usual. Monumental changes need to
occur right now in the way we man-
age our forests.  Scientific analysis
undertaken since Victoria’s Black
Saturday fires shows that the log-
ging practices we currently allow
add a tremendous wildfire risk by
drying out the landscape and creat-
ing vast swathes of single age trees;
eucalypts that are now volatile not
because of their species, but be-
cause of gross negligence in refus-
ing to understand how a naturally
mixed age, biodiverse forest struc-
ture suppresses fire and supports
life.  

Greed, apathy and waste are al-
lowed to run rampant in pursuit of
woodchip, fencing and firewood
from native forests. This must end.
High time there were politicians
with smarts here. Politicians with
any concern beyond their own skins
would be devising plans to transi-
tion logging workers to plantation
forests and to roles as
custodians/protectors of native
forests.

Our Braidwood community de-
serves to be consulted fully and in-
volved in any plan that proposes to
remove trees/affect wildlife and
close access for whatever reason.
Locals – business owners, bushies,
villagers and farmers – together in
our diversity possess a wealth of
knowledge and insight that will al-
ways make the outcomes of deci-
sions better for all.
Demands of government:

A moratorium on any tree re-
moval on public land in the district
of Braidwood and in Badja, Buck-
enbowra, Budawang, Currowan,
Monga, Morton, Shallow Crossing
and Tallaganda forests until:
1. State government provides us

with access and time to analyse
and respond to the arborist’s re-

port re removal of 400 trees on
the Kings Highway;

2. State government provides us
with access and time to analyse
and respond to the engineer’s re-
port re potential landslip;

3. State government and Council
provide public written assurances
that notice of any planned imped-
iment to road access to and from
Braidwood in future will be  pro-
vided in a timely manner to allow
for effective consultation allow-
ing for modification of plans;

4. State Government releases the
post 19/20 fire logging report for
online access;

5. Intending representatives at all
three tiers of government commit
to mitigation of climate change
and protection of native forests to
that end;

6. State Government makes trans-
parent plans for forestry workers
to transition out of native forest
logging into custodianship/man-
agement of native forests;

7. Council ensures that transparent
independent professional flora
and fauna reports are always re-
quired as part of development ap-
proval processes;

8. Council develops protocols for
engaging communities in plans
for non-emergency tree-work;

9. Council provides online public
access to the Significant Tree
Register.
All levels of government have a

role. Over the next 18 months 3
elections are scheduled: Council
2021, Federal 2022, State 2023.
Use these demands as your check-
list.

Our native trees especially in
forests regulate our climate and
maintain biodiversity; they do car-
bon capture and storage. Our sur-
vival depends on them. May August
continue to be a time to treasure and
celebrate our trees — like the sav-
ing of EV on One Tree Hill.

‘EV’ on One Tree Hill.

Photo: Tom Alder

Think about the trees
... continued from page 1



The Royal Mail hotel was the
place to be last Sunday afternoon. 

The dining room had been trans-
formed: fresh paint, glistening
chandeliers, crisp white tablecloths
and fresh flowers ... not to mention
the newly installed baby grand.

The venue was booked out to
hear David McClymont, Deborah

Thomson and Bruce Rose present
well loved jazz standards.

David, admitting he was “show-
ing off”, set the scene for the next
two hours — the final arpeggio of
his introduction leading into Debo-
rah Thomson’s opening song, Cole
Porter’s “Night and Day”. Sup-
ported by Bruce Rose on guitar,
David and Deborah entertained us
with music from the 30s and 40s

through to the 1970s — and most of
us knew all the words.

David and Bruce played the clas-
sics including “St James Infirmary
Blues”, tunes by Mancini and
Bacharach through to Billy Joel’s
“New York State of Mind” —
though David drew the line at a re-
quest for “Peter Gun”! We were
also treated to a work which David
had composed, allowing him to
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The Plant of the Month
Osmanthus fragrans (Sweet

Olive) native to China and Japan. 
• Evergreen slow growing shrub to

3m 
• Prefers a fertile moist soil in full

sun 
• Leaves are 10 – 12cm long, shiny

and dark green 
• Frost hardy
• Tubular flowers are pure white

and fragrant 
• Propagate from half hardened

cuttings in summer or winter 
• Chinese use flowers for scented

tea & decoration in winter.

What to do in the
garden for August
• Prune and spray Roses later this

month 
• Plant new bare rooted Roses

(soak in seaweed solution before
planting) 

• Plant summer and autumn flow-
ering bulbs 

• Winter flowering shrubs can be
pruned now 

• Prune and feed Daphne after
flowering 

• Prune Crepe Myrtle, which flow-
ers on new wood 

• Cut ornamental grass clumps to
the ground 

• Perennials may be divided as the
weather warms up 

• Prune Jasmines and summer
flowering Clematis 

• Prune Hydrangeas to two strong
buds 

• Spray Peaches and nectarines for
leaf curl 

• Plant Onion seedlings, Asparagus
crowns & Spinach seedlings 

• Check herbs for dividing and re-
planting 

• Prepare vegetable beds for spring
planting

GARDEN CLUB
Kate  Chinnick

Osmanthus fragrans (Sweet Olive)

A Royal Command Performance
Lesley Sykes

A funding boost of $520,000 from
the New South Wales government
will enable Braidwood Preschool
to build a second room, allowing
for up to 20 new places for chil-
dren. 

Making the announcement last
week, Member for Monaro, John
Barilaro said that the significant in-
vestment will reduce the pressure
on local families. 

“The Braidwood Preschool Asso-
ciation do an incredible job, but un-
fortunately they are unable to keep
up with the demand, with nearly 30
children currently on the waiting
list,” Mr Barilaro said. “This major
is a win for the community that will
also help rejuvenate the local econ-
omy by creating additional jobs for
early childhood educators.” 

Braidwood Preschool Associa-

tion President Angela Backhouse
welcomed the news and said the
funding was a huge boost for the
local community. 

“We have a growing demand for
our services in the Braidwood com-
munity, and currently have many
children on our waiting list,” Mrs
Backhouse said. 

“This funding means we can ex-
pand the preschool and continue to
support local families and children
for many more years to come. 

“We are very excited to be re-
ceiving this much needed funding
and I’d like to take this chance to
thank Mr Barilaro and the NSW
Government for supporting our
local school community.”

The grant was secured though the
NSW Government’s Start Stronger
Capital Works Grants program. 

Braidwood Preschool funded
to build another room

“It will go right here”. Current attendees sho   



Fox — in his dinner suit and bow
tie.

Deborah’s raunchy renditions of
“Come Up and See Me Sometime”
and “You’ve Got The Right Key,
But The Wrong Key Hole” had the
audience whoopin’ and whistling
for more!

A standing ovation brought the
afternoon to a close. With the prom-
ise of regular concerts, the Royal
Mail has taken an afternoon at the
pub to the next level!
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show his scintillating skills once
again.

Deborah sparkled as our
chanteuse. The song lyrics allowed
her to play to the men in the audi-
ence while giving knowing looks to
the women, as she interpreted such
classics as “Dancing Cheek to
Cheek” and “I’ve Got You Under
My Skin”. 

Of course, the man who drew
most of her attention was the super
suave Terry Baumann — the Silver

I’m a big fan of op-shops. A lot of
the music I like to listen to is
available on LPs, so I scan
through these looking for gems. 
I also collect sheet music. Apart

from the fact that I enjoy playing
the music, I also like the look of old
sheet music – I wonder about peo-
ple who have had that sheet on their
piano, whether they struggled with
it or whether it came easy to them,
who they played it for and where
they played it. Whilst in the op-
shops I usually have a scan of the
CDs. Recently I picked up a couple
of CDs by Jamie Cullum and I
thought I’d write about him this
week.
Jamie Cullum is an English jazz-

pop singer-songwriter and radio
presenter. Although primarily a vo-
calist and pianist, he also accompa-
nies himself on other instruments,
including guitar and drums. He has
recorded eight studio albums,
three compilation albums, one live
album and twenty-four singles.
Since April 2010, he has presented
a weekly Tuesday evening jazz
show on BBC Radio 2.
Cullum produced his first

album, Heard It All Before, with
only £480. It was released in 1999
with only 500 copies made. After
graduating from Reading Univer-
sity, Cullum released his best-sell-
ing second album, Pointless
Nostalgic (2002), which stirred in-
terest from broadcasters Michael
Parkinson and Melvin Bragg. Just
after Cullum made his first televi-
sion appearance, on Parkinson, in
April 2003, he signed a £1m con-
tract for three albums with Univer-
sal. Cullum’s third studio
album, Twentysomething released
in October 2003, went platinum and
became the No. 1 selling studio
album by a jazz artist in the United

Kingdom. Cullum ended 2003 as
the UK’s biggest selling jazz artist
of all time.
Cullum’s albums combine a mix-

ture of pop and jazz tunes, giving a
new and individual flavour to
everything he does. He has covered
songs by Eminem, Billie Eilish,
The White Stripes and Kanye West
to name a few. Amongst these
tracks he also re-imagines jazz clas-
sics such as What A Difference A
Day Made, Singing In The Rain and
I Get A Kick Out Of You. Cullum
works with some very fine musi-
cians including Chris Hill on bass,
Rory Simmons on trumpet and gui-
tar, and Brad Webb on drums.
Cullum’s latest album is The Pi-

anoman At Christmas (2020). The
album has ten original songs. Fol-
lowing a year full of sadness and
uncertainty, Cullum’s wish is that
“the care, attention to detail and
sheer joy that we put into this
record will bring a little magic this
Christmas.” It may be an album you
consider for your 2021 Christmas
album.
I have the albums Catching Tales

(2005) and Twentysomething. I rec-
ommend both albums. They are en-
tertaining for their musicianship
and their imagination in the re-
arrangements of classic jazz stan-
dards and modern pop tunes. 
Happy listening.

MUSIC MATTERS David McClymont

       ow the spot.
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
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viding a marketplace and a smart-
hub for residents. 

This community project suddenly
appeared achievable when last
month the Commonwealth Govern-
ment announced the $280 million
Black Summer Bushfire Recovery
Grant program. 

Mongarlowe’s long-planned hall
appears to fit perfectly. 

Projects must address at least one
of the built environment, social re-

A small group of volunteers from
the Mongarlowe area, responding
to an e-mail, has been working
hard over the last few weeks. 

We are crystallising plans, long
discussed at the fireshed, to build a
Community Hall and Refuge Cen-
tre, adjacent to the Volunteer Bush
Fire Brigade shed. 

The proposed hall will meet the
Rural Fire Service definition of a

Community Priority Projects
Survey:  

With Council elections originally
scheduled for 4 September, the
BCA Committee combined many
of the suggestions from its March
survey to create a list of 13 major
projects for a follow-up survey. The
rescheduling of the council election
means more time to gather commu-
nity data, so the BCA has extended
the closure date for the Priority
Projects survey to 4 November, a
month before the rescheduled
Council elections.  Please complete
this survey at https://www.survey
monkey.com/r/82YDZZH

Obviously the more responses re-
ceived, the more the prospective
Councillors will listen to our com-
munity.   The BCA plans to high-
light the top five or six projects for
its pre-election lobbying of council
candidates.  Closer to the election
there will be a Meet the Candidates
event (dependent on COVID re-
strictions).  

covery and resilience, or economic
recovery and resilience. Our project
addresses all three. To pursue the
way ahead we are incorporating as
MACA, the Mongarlowe Area
Community Association.

We welcome any input and assis-
tance from Mongarlowe residents
and others (mongarlowe.commu-
nity@gmail.com). 

The grant application deadline is
September 2.
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Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

A community hall and refuge for Mongarlowe
Edward Emmett

neighbourhood safer place, the
place of last resort during a bushfire
emergency, something that exists
now for Araluen, Nerriga, Braid-
wood, Majors Creek, but not Mon-
garlowe. 

The hall will also help the Mon-
garlowe community socially with
functions and the delivery of pro-
grams such as those through NSW
Health, and economically by pro-

The Mongarlowe community spill out of the Fire Shed on December 2019 to hear an update on the approaching fire from Brigade Captin Paul Bott.

Please note that the survey does
not include some projects the cur-
rent council has already made a
commitment to, either in funding or
other. Also omitted were projects
which are not the primary responsi-
bility of QPRC.
Affordable Housing Survey: 

The BCA is continuing to re-
search into this issue, and we has
created a survey for those who are
experiencing problems with finding
suitable and affordable housing.
This survey is open until 17 Sep-
tember and can be completed at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
MFJJ9DG 

The information from this survey
will feed into representations on be-
half of the community.  Affordable
housing is a national issue, so local
data is really important. 

Please encourage anyone you
know who is facing housing issues
in our region to complete this 
survey. 

Braidwood Community
Association needs your input
Sue Murray, BCA President



August 5th 1908 is the birthdate
of our own famous mystery man,
Harold Holt.

Seventeenth Prime Minister, he is
now better remembered for diving
into the rough surf near Portsea in
Victoria on an ordinary Sunday in
December 1967. He was never seen
again. There were no clues, just a
deluge of conspiracy theory letters
to Parliament.

If only we could have called in
Sherlock Holmes! One of our most
famous literary detectives, he might
have found our summery sands a
pleasant change from the cold, wet,
dark streets of London. It was cer-
tainly like that when I took the
walking tour “In the Footsteps of
Sherlock Holmes.” No clues? No
problem!

At worst, it would be ‘a three-
pipe problem,’ soon solved from the
depths of that armchair in 221b
Baker Street, London NW1 6XE.
As long as Watson did not speak to
him for fifty minutes.

There are those who believe
Sherlock Holmes was real, even
that he is alive today.

The British fan club, The Baker
Street Irregulars, and its Australian
counterpart, The Sydney Passen-
gers, are very active. Holmes would
not have used that zip code then,
but the minute details of his life, his
tastes, his adventures, speak vol-
umes for his creator, Arthur Conan
Doyle KStJ, DL (1859-1930), Scot-
tish writer and physician. The ad-
dress is now a museum; I revelled
in it!

It’s thought Doyle’s lecturer at
Edinburgh university, Joseph Bell,

BOOKWORM Julia ErmertSUSTAINABILITY Rose Ricketson

Belle Property Braidwood
78 Wallace Street, Braidwood NSW 
Office  02 4842 1029
Mobile  0466 632 696

Contact Kelly Allen at Belle Property on 0466 632 696.

belleproperty.com/braidwood

REGIONAL REAL ESTATE
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A group  of locals have been in
discussion with QPRC about
using the front bowser-space of
the old D&S garage, as a pop-up
sustainability hub. 

This use of the space has been
approved by council for spring and
summer 2021-2022. The group
(pictured) met on Friday this week
to discuss plans going forward.
Whilst they are still ironing out in-
surance and potential sponsorship
pathways, they are full of big ideas
along the lines of renew / restore /
regenerate. 

The group is in discussion with
various community organisations
from the Clean Energy Group,
Upper Shoalhaven Landcare, Sus-
tainable Braidwood, and more. 

Ideas include a ‘repair cafe’ with
demonstrations by locals on how to

fix everyday items, workshops on
sustainable living from composting
to bee-keeping to identifying local
weeds, and information sessions
about local renewable and regener-
ative activities. 

The goal is for this to be an ac-
cessible and fun addition to Braid-
wood’s high street on the same
Saturdays as the farmers market, in-
creasing access to sustainable solu-
tions for our community, young and
old. 

The group are interested in hear-
ing from anyone who would like to
be involved, and are open to hear-
ing from those who have ideas,
time, workshops, skills, tools or
wisdom to share. 

Please contact Sue Doran on
0417 370 776  or email:

SueDoran8@gmail.com 

with SHERLOCK HOLMES
in Conan Doyle’s London

Tarago EOI
7 Wallace St,  
Looking for a unique piece of local
history? This building was the OLD
POST OFFICE & TELEPHONE
EXCHANGE in the country town of
Tarago!

Majors Creek $600,000
16 Wilson St, 
This property, nestled in rolling hills
with sunny north views and
surrounded by quality homes, is a
lush 14.3 acres (approx.) rural block
located only 15 minutes (approx.)
from artistic Braidwood.

Request address EOI 
OFF MARKET - 
Residential building block of 850sqm located only a stone’s throw away from
the main street of historic Braidwood and its local schools. Build your dream
home in this ideal location in the township of Braidwood.

Garage gets the go
ahead for pop-up hub 

The Braidwood Youth Performing
Arts Association’s forthcoming
production of the Gilbert and Sul-
livan classic, Pirates of Penzance,
is set to go ahead with or without
COVID restrictions in place.

Spokesperson for BYPAA,
Catherine Bell, said, “The kids
haven’t been able to put on a pro-
duction for two years, so we’re
planning for all eventualities for
this one.” 

The production will be held at an
open-air venue and either filmed or
live-streamed, so if there are restric-
tions on numbers of attendees,

Pirates on the horizon
everyone will be able to enjoy the
production from home.

The cast has been busy with re-
hearsals, with Kiah Ecclestone in
the lead role of the Pirate King and
Ivy Ross as the Major-General.
Ruby Maher is Mabel and Romany
Gleeson is Frederick. 

Other cast members include Eti-
enne Bonin, Leah Mann, Mahlee
Spencer-Long, Matilda Jeffrey,
Elanor Hart, Mollie Dixon and
Grace Thompson.

Dates, times and venue will be
announced as these plans are fi-
nalised.

“Check yer oil?” — Gwenna, Sue, Harry, Richard and Rose at your service.



whose deductive reasoning
processes impressed his pupil, was
the prototype for Holmes. His side-
kick and fellow lodger, Dr John
Watson, was a physician recently
returned from the Boer War, possi-
bly with some form of PTSD.

Doyle (he later amalgamated his
middle name with his surname)
began writing at university. The
publication of his short story, “A
Scandal in Bohemia,” in The Strand
Magazine in July 1891, made his
name. There was just enough truth
in its theme to attract the politically
aware reading public. His first full
novel, introducing the sleuthing
duo, was A Study in Scarlet, pub-
lished in Beeton’s Christmas An-
nual.

They’re both still jolly good
yarns.

Doyle went on to write 4 full-
length Holmes stories — one was
The Hound of the Baskervilles, set
in cold, wet, dark Dartmoor — as
well as more short stories, 56 in
total.

Then, afraid his fictional detec-
tive was overshadowing what
Doyle thought of as his more seri-
ous work, he killed him off in De-
cember 1893. In “The Adventure of
the Final Problem,” Holmes pur-
sues his arch-enemy Professor Mo-
riarty to the Reichenbach Falls in
Switzerland… and loses the ensu-
ing wrestling match.

But the reading public wasn’t
having that!

Doyle had to resurrect Holmes,
write more stories about him, along
with his adventure and historical
fiction, plays and poems.

Most of us probably know the
super detective and the bumbling
Watson through film and television.
Guinness World Records lists
Holmes as the most portrayed liter-
ary human character in history.
More than 75 actors have played
the part in over 250 productions.
Conan Doyle, as he was by then,
wrote some of the stage adaptations
himself, in particular The Adventure
of the Speckled Band. I remember
being spooked by that one.

From 1939 to 1946, the probing
couple were portrayed by Basil
Rathbone and Nigel Bruce. They’re
my favourites, as now we have the
deer stalker and the Inverness cape,
the bowler and the moustache.
American 20th Century Fox and
then Universal Pictures used them
in fourteen films. Let’s be thankful
they employed English actors.
There have been many interpreta-
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Sculpture Garden
‘…with no other light
than the one
that burned
in my heart
This guided me
more surely
than the light
of noon
to where
she waited for me’
! ! ! Excerpt, ‘Dark Night of the Soul’
! ! "" " " (St John of the Cross)

This famous treatise, detailing Juan de 
Yerpes’ imaginary ascent of Mt Carmel in 
search of Divine Union, has through the ages 
provided creative inspiration for Salvador Dali, 
T. S. Eliot and Canadian songster Loreena 
McKennitt, among many others.
       And so it was that when Araluen sculptor/ 
artist Ian Marr, at the time of his recent move 
from Neringla to Canberra and Wilcannia, 
offered this impressive stone-carved version of 
the famous 16th Century mystic poem, V&M 
was fortunate to acquire if for our growing Park 
Lane sculpture garden."
       The slate carving has now - thanks to input 
from local artisan metal worker Dan Lorrimer 
and handler of art and cultural objects Yuri 
Humeniuk - joined with other equally-as-

impressive Marr 
carvings in our 
collection. They 
include a 
courtyard 
Mintaro slate 
dining setting 
carved with the 
entire Periodic 
Table; 
sandstone 
carvings of the 
species of 
apple and 
pear from The 

Garden of Eden; a slate 
outdoor coffee table carved with exerpts of 
Thomas Wyatt’s ‘Whoso List to Hunt’, depicting 
his dangerous liaison with Henry VIII’s wife 
Anne Boleyn (‘Noli me tangere’ … touch me 
not for Caesar’s I am’); as well as a beautiful 
sandstone replica of the inscription from the 
famous 1700s Scottish Watchman’s Well, 
which now stands sentinel over V&M’s Cordial 
Factory Well, circa 1880s.

We continue to be inspired 
by the artisanal talent and 
skills in our community.

Jewellery from Found 
Objects

On the jewellery front, too, 
V&M is inspired by the 
influences of others on 
contemporary adornment."
        American sculptor and jeweller Louise 
Nevelson famously incorporated found objects 
in stone, bronze, terracotta and wood - even 
using refuse left in the streets by evicted 
neighbours - in her works, which are 
showcased in major international museums 
and corporate collections and at events 
including the Venice Biennale."

       This V&M piece, ‘Assemblage’, comprises 
found objects gifted to us by generous 
customers… Swarovski chandelier crystals, 
brass nuts and bolts, and salvage industrial 
copper and brass shapes punched on our 100 
year old manual hydraulic press and cut using 
our hand-formed dies."
        As Nevelson said, unapologetically: 
“Tiffany this isn’t.’
    
  V&M
  68B Wallace St, Braidwood
  Open 7 days 10-4

  www.vetroemetallo.com.au
vetroemetallo
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there was no need for mourning,
and his son Adrian, who said, “We
shall miss his footsteps and his
presence …. but otherwise he might
have only gone to Australia.”

I still read, and watch, The
Hound of the Baskervilles when-
ever it turns up, and am still af-
fected by its dark and doom-laden
sense of place. And I’m still bam-
boozled by its intricate plotting into
forgetting, not whodunnit any
more, but quite how it was done!

emerge from these terrible con-
flicts. His later books and pam-
phlets dealt with life after death and
the paranormal. 

Thousands of people crowded
into the Albert Hall in London for
his funeral. An empty chair stood
on the platform, labelled with his
name. Many hoped to see the great
writer materialise into that chair;
quite a few maintained they did see
him. Among these were his widow
Lady Jean, clad in grey lace since

tions since, including cartoons and
Japanese anime. Benedict Cumber-
batch and Martin Freeman bring a
new and different interpretation to
the canon.

Strangely, Conan Doyle did not
earn his knighthood for writing
about Sherlock Holmes. This was
for his histories of the Boer War and
the Great War. After the deaths of
his brother and his father, he turned
to spiritualism. He wanted to be-
lieve that a better world would
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Anglican Parish of Braidwood
The “If Only’ Trap
In this day and age we’re surrounded by mes-

sages that scream, ‘My life would be perfect if
only I’d a different job…house…car…nose…
spouse…bank account ( you can fill in more
blanks) - Or if I could only be like so & so who’s
life appears well ordered and perfect.

Well, this week, I stopped playing “my life
would be perfect if”. What’s the difference?
Three things: (1) Being in the present (2) An at-
titude of gratitude (3) Taking action with what’s
available now. When we’re caught up in the ‘my
life would be perfect if’ trap, we lose touch with
the present and can no longer practise gratitude.
Think about it: it’s difficult to be grateful for

what you don’t have… and what you don’t have
is always somewhere else in “future-ville”.

Look around you … do you have a roof over
your head and food to eat? A few good friends
or close relationships? Then appreciate them…
stop focusing on what you lack and start focus-
ing on what you’ve already got. 

The Bible says, ‘Farmers who wait for perfect
weather never plant. If they watch every cloud,
they never harvest.’ If you demand perfection or
nothing, you’ll keep ending up with nothing.
The fact that God made us what we are means,
while our best is always commendable, none of
us will attain perfection this side of heaven. And
that’s ok, because Christ has clothed us in His
righteousness and made us complete in Him. 

— An extract for “The Word for the Day” a
Christian Vision Publication on
www.vision.org.au
Anglican worship services this month:

Note different starting times
Sunday 15th – St Andrew’s – 10am – Holy

Communion
Sunday 22nd – St Andrew’s – 10am – Morn-

ing Prayer
Sunday 29th – St Andrew’s – 9am – Holy

Communion
St Mary’s, Araluen – 11am – Holy Commun-

ion
There will be no Wednesday services in St 

Andrew’s during August.

Braidwood Uniting Church
Did you know that the concept of ‘quarantine’

originates from the Bible?  
The word “quarantine” is from the Venetian lan-
guage, quarantena, meaning “forty days”.  40-
days of isolation was decreed as a measure of
disease prevention related to the plague. When
14th-century Venetian cities began to isolate
ships entering their ports in an attempt to stop
the plague from spreading, it seemed appropriate
to make it a 40-day separation, as reasoned from
references in the bible.

We are familiar with the stories of Noah and
the ark, it rained for 40 days(Genesis 7:12),
Moses was on Mount Sanai for 40 days(Exodus
24:18), Jesus fasted for 40 days in the desert
(Matthew 4:2), and spent 40 days after his res-
urrection until his ascension (Acts 1:3). There
are 146 mentions of the number ‘40’ in the
Bible.  I researched with help from Google (any-

one can be canny with Google!)
Being in quarantine, and wearing a mask, as

we are, during this time of strife, made me think
of the isolation or quarantining of many of our
family, friends and neighbours.  What an ordeal
many of us might think we are going through.
But is it such an effort when considering to en-
sure the safety of said family, friends and neigh-
bours? Compare assuring this protection lasting
a fortnight or even a month to a period of 40
days, which is almost 6 weeks!  

During this time of isolation, would it not be
better to reflect on the wonderful blessings God
has given us?  We have a roof over our heads,
plenty of food to eat, warmth in cold weather;
might we rather be thanking God in prayer and
spirit for these comforts, instead of maybe com-
plaining because we have to wear masks or have
to stay at home. We need to quarantine to avoid
getting or spreading a deadly disease. Rather be

separated from our loved ones for a short time
than causing chronic illness or even death
among them if we ignore these restrictions. 

God is with us. His love will comfort us in our
isolation.  God will see us through our time of
strife. Speak through prayer to our loving Heav-
enly Father, and thank him for the many benefits
we are able to enjoy.

I suggest a reading of Psalm 91. Give the
words some thought, it can be a comfort and en-
couragement for us as “He is my refuge and my
fortress, my God, in whom I trust. Surely he will
save [me] from ….. the deadly pestilence.” (ex-
cerpt from Psalm 91).

Blessings from Irene Murtagh and the congre-
gation of Braidwood Uniting Church. Sunday
Worship 10am, Radio Church 6pm, Weekly
Garage Sale, Wednesdays 9-3pm. Cnr Duncan
and Monkittee Streets.

St Bede’s Parish
Last Sunday we celebrated the Feast of St

Mary of the Cross - Mary MacKillop, Australia’s
first saint. We offer this reflection by Greg
Sunter
Historical Context
Mary MacKillop is not only the first Aus-

tralian to be recognised by the Church as a Saint,
she is truly a very Australian saint. She charac-
terises the spirit of the Australian mythology.
She was a prodigious hard worker who put the
needs of others before herself. She exhibited
something of the larrikin spirit: constantly in dis-
pute with authority but pressing on, regardless.
She used the strengths of others but also didn’t
tolerate those who were not genuine. Her com-
mitment to the schooling of children from poor
and rural communities established a model of
Catholic education that continues to today. A
Saint for and of Australia!
Scriptural context - The Sermon on the

Mount
Often, the Sermon on the Mount is understood

purely as the Beatitudes (Mt 5:3-12), but in the

gospel of Matthew this sermon stretches over all
of chapters 5 to 7. These chapters provide a solid
core of the explicit teaching ministry of Jesus in
this gospel. The gospel writer begins the section
with the Beatitudes and then, in a very Jewish
style, presents Jesus as a rabbinic teacher rein-
terpreting and refocusing the Law of Moses for
his listeners. Unlike the parables that are more
familiar, this portion of the gospel seeks to spell
out some very explicit teachings of Jesus about
life and the kingdom.
Living the Gospel - Don’t be distracted
When we read in today’s gospel that we are

“not to worry”, the word, worry, might better be
translated as distracted. Jesus says to not be dis-
tracted or consumed by the pursuit of money,
food and nice clothes. He says that it is the gen-
tiles - those who do not know the love of God -
who set their hearts on attaining these things. We
are immersed in a culture in society that values
these outward signs of success above all else.
The challenge is to avoid being caught up in the
distractions of our material society. One way to
do that is through regular prayer and reflection.
Weekday Masses: Tuesdays at 10am in the

Church
Meditation: Thursdays at 10.30am in the

Presbytery.
Araluen Stations of the Cross: 3.00pm First

Friday of every month. All welcome.
Social Justice Meeting: Tuesday 7 Septem-

ber in the church at 10.30am.
Sacrament of First Eucharist: Special Mass

on Sunday 15 August at 10.30am.
Renewed PPC Meeting: 17 August after

10am Mass. All welcome.
Krawarree Mass: 29 August at 11.00am.
AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC COALI-

TION FOR CHURCH REFORM (ACCCR) is
holding the second of three online convocations,
‘Outcomes and Actions for the Plenary Council’,
Thurs 26th August, 7.30-9pm. To be opened by
Dr Miriam Rose Ungunmerr Baumann (Senior
Australian of the Year 2021) - with speakers Dr
Jesse Rogers, Debra Zanella, Robert Fitzgerald,
and John Warhurst. All welcome. Further info
and register at:

acccr.com.au<http://acccr.com.au/>



pad or tampon for more than four
hours because they didn’t have
enough products to get by (this is
really dangerous and can lead to
(sometimes fatal) Toxic Shock
Syndrome). 

• nearly half of respondents said
they’ve skipped school for at least
an entire day because of their pe-
riod.

• A significant number of NSW
residents are resorting to using
toilet paper or other unsuitable al-
ternatives to manage their period.
Share the Dignity also focuses on

ensuring that students from primary
to tertiary have access to sanitary
items and education around men-
struation. This has begun in Braid-
wood with the installation of the
Dignity Vending Machine in the
toilets adjacent to the Public Li-
brary which dispenses free ‘period
packs’ of sanitary items.

For the August Dignity Drive you
can drop off donations of sanitary
items to the collection box at the
Capital Chemist Braidwood or
make online donations at
www.sharethedignity.org.au if you
are unable to get to the chemist. 

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday, August 11, 2021 — 15

HELP FOR WOMEN
Share the Dignity is a charity
working to make a real, on-the-
ground difference in the lives of
women and girls experiencing
homelessness, fleeing domestic
violence, or doing it tough. 

They collect and distribute sani-
tary items to those in need and work
to end period poverty here in Aus-
tralia. When a woman is doing it
tough, the last thing on her mind
should be dealing with her period.

Share the Dignity’s August Dig-
nity Drive has come to Braidwood,
and the Capital Chemist here in
Braidwood is collecting sanitary
items from the public. 

Did you know that, based on the
recently released Period Pride re-
port, written by Dr Jane Connory of
Swinburne University of Technol-
ogy, which is based on responses
from more than 125,000 Aus-
tralians:
• more than 1 in 5 people in New

South Wales who menstruate
have had to improvise on period
products due to the cost.

• close to half of NSW respondents
admitted that they have worn a Share the Dignity’s Sarah Leheny with collection box at Capital Chemist.

Officers from Monaro Police Dis-
trict are patrolling across the en-
tire District to identify anyone
breaching Covid restrictions.

We are doing our best to protect
our community from the spread of
Covid. A/Inspector Ben Granger
and Sergeant Andrew Woods (pic-
tured) were out and about in Quean-
beyan, Monday 9 August, ensuring
compliance with COVID regula-
tions. 

Help us, help you in protecting
your loved ones, your friends and
yourself. Abide by the Covid re-
strictions and report those who are
breaching the restrictions to: Crime
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

Stay Safe!

Police enforcing COVID restrictions

Braidwood Regional Arts Group Inc
Notice of Annual General Meeting

The AGM of Braidwood Regional Arts Group (BRAG) will be
held on Friday 27 August 2021, 6pm at Braidwood Arts Centre,

45 Wallace Street, Braidwood NSW 2622.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, numbers will be limited.

Please RSVP to: admin@bragart.com.au



Despite a gutsy second half per-
formance, the Redbacks weren’t
able to capitalise on the good
breaks and went down 17-0 to the
Jindabyne Bushpigs at Jindabyne
Oval on the weekend. 

After a slow start to the game for
the Redbacks, they managed to win
two line-outs from the Bushpigs
throw-ins, spoiling a lot of the
Bushpigs possession of the ball.
The penalties also went against the
Bushpigs nine penalties to the five
that Braidwood gave away, which
was a big improvement on the first
half.

There was plenty of ‘tall timber’
in the Bushpigs forwards and they
gave the Redbacks forwards a
tough afternoon, but despite being
outmuscled, our forward pack was
able to give the Bushpigs a good
competition.

The wind turned 180 degrees
during the half time break, which
meant no advantage with the wind
for the duration of the game. The
wind also increased in speed gust-
ing between 17-20 kph. 

There was a couple of great runs

from the Redbacks, including a
great forty metre run from by Luke
Turner, only to see the Bushpigs
given a penalty. This run seemed to
lift the Redbacks and left supporters
believing that this might have been
the spark to put the Redbacks on the
scoreboard. 

A yellow card late in the second
half against Braidwood, made a
tough afternoon even harder, and
there was a red card given right on
full time against Braidwood for a
shoulder charge. 

The third try of the game resulted
in a mix up in the Redbacks back
line, which was swooped on by a
Bushpigs back, who then streaked
away for a try under the post which
was converted. 

The Redbacks will now meet the
Bungendore Mudchooks at Mick
Sherd Oval in Bungendore this
weekend.
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local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au
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STAR TIMES
Allbehindcloseddoors
It would seem that Cabinet in
confidence is not the same as
confidence in Cabinet. Far from
it. Government Minister Paul
Fletcher has defended cabinet
secrecy thus: “Unless ministers
can be assured of the confiden-
tiality of cabinet meetings, they
may not speak freely or honestly
between themselves and may be
more likely to suppress their
views on present policies that
may be unpopular or politically
challenging.” But he’s defending
the hiding of a spreadsheet that
shows how money (or the prom-
ise of money) could be aimed at
marginal electorates. We’re not
asking to hear what they thought
of it — that can be guessed.
“Whoa mate, this could make
the difference between us keep-
ing our jobs rather than Labor
who spruiked electric cars and
fairer taxes getting a go.

Democracysnotperfect
But it beats central control. Hong
Kong is still having trouble with
the old dudes in the Central
Committee of the PRC. Of course
they represent the ‘people’ or at
least the people’s representa-
tives. Nice one. The new dele-
gates eligible for election to the
Hong Kong government have
been redefined. The Kam Tin
Table Tennis Association and the
Chinese Arts Papercutting Asso-
ciation are in and the trouble-
makers are out. Here in Monaro
too we would likely be stitched
up or shot up if our local mem-
ber was picked by the Quilters or
the Gun Club.

IPCCyawnthatoldthing
“Worsening bushfire weather,
worsening marine heatwaves
that spell danger for coral reefs,
and lower winter rainfall for
southern Australia are among
the challenges to come.” Yadda
yadda yadda, we’ve heard it all
before. Yes, all that is happening
but it might be just coincidence,
right? The latest government
plan is to go carbon neutral by
whatever year the speaker in-
tends to retire. Parliamentarians
whose forward plans include a
juicy directorship on an energy
company board are the least
likely to sign on for any date.

Sokeeponkeepingon  
But I still think we’re gunna be
OK. If you’re a young person,
step up to the plate. If you’re a
boomer let go of or pass the plate.

Takeitalladayatatime
Be like those placid souls that
wander out of BRAG drifting
calmly from Tai Chi to chai tea.

SMILE,
NO-ONE

WILL
KNOW

Redbacks go down to Bushpigs,
but still in the mix
Nick Pengelly

Photo by Gordon Waters


