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COMING WEATHER

Chance
Temp Min Max rain
We: 0° 11° 40%
Th: -1° 12° 20%
Fr:  -1° 12° 50%
Sat: -1° 14° 30%
Sun: 0° 15° 40%
Mon 3° 16° 20%
Tue: 3° 19° 10%

Robin Tennant-Wood
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Local lads step

v

At a time when our community needs leadership and service,
our young people are once again showing themselves as worthy
recipients of the leadership baton.

Two of our young men have re-
cently taken steps towards leader-
ship in frontline services, with
Nathan Hindmarsh being awarded
the RFS Secondary School Cadet
of the Year, and Brent McGlone
fulfilling a childhood ambition to
join the police force.

Nathan Hindmarsh follows in
his dad’s footsteps

The NSW Rural Fire Service
(NSW RFS) Young Volunteer
awards, announced this week, are
an acknowledgement of the invalu-
able role young people play in the
NSW emergency services.

Minister for Police and Emer-
gency Services David Elliott an-
nounced the awards, saying,

“These exceptional young people
have been recognised for their out-
standing participation and achieve-
ments in the NSW RFS, and they
are all great examples of enthusias-

tic young people who have devoted
their time to helping protect their
communities.

“I congratulate this year’s win-
ners, thank them for their contribu-
tion to the NSW community and
wish them all well in their future
endeavours. I also thank the teach-
ers, cadet coordinators and RFS
volunteers who dedicate their time
to train and mentor young people.”

Nathan Hindmarsh, a Braidwood
Central School student, started vol-
unteering during the devastating
bushfires of 2019-20.

Nathan is a Junior Member in
Krawarree Brigade in the Lake
George District, and despite his
own challenging experiences of the
2019-20 season, was able to will-
ingly support, comfort and care for
his peers which allowed him to
grow in confidence and develop his
leadership abilities.

“It wasn’t scary and I learnt a lot
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[at left above] Nathan Hindmarsh and [above] Buzz McGlone.

out of it like fire behaviour, out of
control fire, how to manage people
and resources,” Nathan said.

Inspired by his father, John Hind-
marsh, an RFS volunteer, Nathan
decided to become a volunteer and
has not looked back ever since.

“It has been a great learning ex-
perience since I joined the RFS. I
have done my basic bushfire train-
ing and have been to a few callouts
for the brigade since then,” he said.

Buzz on the beat

Another local, Brent “Buzz” Mc-
Glone has embarked on his lifelong
ambition to become a police officer.
He decided he wanted to join the
police at the age of six, after hear-
ing police speak to children at his
school.

He has recently graduated from
the NSW Police Academy and as
Probationary Constable McGlone,
he is now part of the Monaro Police
District attached to the Queanbeyan
Police Station.

Brent McGlone is well-known

around Braidwood as a long-time
player for the Redbacks and his
work behind the bar at the Service-
men’s Club. He also has a keen in-
terest in paranormal phenomena.

He is now walking the beat
around Queanbeyan and patrolling
around local communities.

Probationary Constable Brent
McGlone is proud to be a member
of the NSW Police Force. If you
see him please stop and say ‘hello’
as he is always up for a chat.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood

Rights and wrongs:
just wear the mask

You think you have a right not to
wear a mask during a pandemic
that has so far claimed the lives of
almost 213 million people world-
wide?

Do you also think you have a
right to get in your car after a night
at the pub and drive home drunk? If
you’re a non-smoker would you be
happy enough for a smoker to light
up at the next table in a restaurant?
If you’re a smoker would you abuse
restaurant staff if they told you not
to smoke inside? Do you ignore red
lights and let your kids roam around
the car unsecured?

Over the past couple of weeks
staff in our local supermarket have
reported being abused by customers
for no reason other than insisting
that government regulations be fol-
lowed: that is, wear a mask, check
in and only one person from a fam-
ily in the store to minimise num-
bers. While the current lockdown
and its associated restrictions are
frustrating, abusing staff for follow-
ing rules is a particularly odious
way of venting that frustration.

Let’s look at the issue of your
rights. In matters that concern the
health of others, you do not have
personal agency. The government
makes laws and imposes restric-
tions aimed at protecting all of us,
regardless of whether you, person-
ally, don’t like wearing a mask. Just
suck it up.

The concept of individual rights
comes from the American Bill of
Rights which sets out the individual
rights of each citizen — that is to say,
each American citizen while in
America. In Australia we don’t have
a Bill of Rights.

Under the Australian Constitu-
tion, we have the right to vote (Sec-
tion 41), the right to protection
against acquisition of property on
unjust terms (Section 51), the right
to a trial by jury (Section 80), free-
dom of religion (Section 116) and
prohibition of discrimination on the
basis of state of residency (Section
117). All other civil and social
rights are implied rather than ex-
plicit. In other words, there is no
legal or constitutional basis for
claiming that you have a right to a
certain self-interested liberty.

What we don't have a right
to do is endanger the health
of others through selfishness
based on an incomplete or
misinformed notion of
civil liberties.
You are not being oppressed
by being told to wear a mask.

We know that COVID-19 is a
highly virulent, infectious and
deadly virus that can spread via air-
borne particles. Staying home and
away from public places is obvi-
ously the most effective way of
stopping the spread, but where
travel outside the home is neces-
sary, wearing a mask is the easiest
way to protect yourself and others.
The closer and more vigilantly we
stick to the rules, the faster we’ll
have the virus under control.

Meanwhile, don’t abuse those
who are doing their best to keep the
shops and public spaces available to
all of us. They’re our neighbours,
our friends and our colleagues and
they are just as frustrated as you.

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
e Light tree work ¢ Wood chipping

e Stump grinding e Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray 0412 853 258 or 4847 5101
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Dennis Ponte checks the connection. Can you spot the problem?

Araluen in the sun

Cath Harrison

The Araluen Recreation Reserve
Land Manager was successful in
its application for funding under
the Crown Reserves Improvement
Fund 2020/21 to install a 5Kva off
grid power supply at the Araluen
Recreation Reserve.

Funding of $28,995 was secured
and has provided a sustainable,
green and economical power supply
at the reserve.

The system installed by Solar En-
ergy Options and South Coast En-
ergy allows us to store clean power,
freeing up money saved on power
bills to be used for other important
community needs, covering the cost
of services we provide now and into
the future with an emphasis on
community resilience.

The Araluen Recreation Reserve
is the community’s designated safe
place in times of emergency and is
a place of significant importance to
the community. In the black sum-
mer fire season Araluen’s grid
power was cut amidst the cata-

strophic emergency leaving the
community in total blackout at a
critical time. The Araluen Recre-
ation Reserve Land Manager took
immediate action to secure funding
for the off grid installation. The
trust are very proud of their
achievements and take their active
role very seriously in providing for
the greater good of the Araluen
community.

The Araluen Recreation Reserve
has a playground, tennis court,
sporting field, shelter shed, barbe-
cue facilities and public toilets. The
beautiful fairy house is a special
feature of the reserve and a truly
magical place for the children to
enjoy.

The voluntary trust are consis-
tently improving the grounds and
maintain them to a high standard.
The reserve is used for community
gatherings, sporting events and is
a place for visitors to enjoy the fa-
cilities in the picturesque Araluen
Valley.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Last Call on Climate

A report compiled by hundreds of
scientists over the past several
years and vetted by governments
around the world gives us a sim-
ple warning: this is our last possi-
ble chance to get serious about
global warming.

This is the essence of the sixth re-
port from the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
Global warming is accelerating. It
is caused by human activity. It
threatens apocalyptic damage to our
home planet.

Time is not running out. Time has
run out.

We need to dramatically reduce
greenhouse gas emissions over the
next decade, starting now. At least
50% by 2030. Net zero by 2040.
The IPCC report is inherently con-
servative, so we can’t pretend to put
things off until 2050.

This means there must be no
more fossil fuel extraction projects
approved. Fossil fuel subsidies of
around $10 billion per year, just in
Australia, need to be abolished

forthwith. Existing fossil fuel burn-
ing must be phased down rapidly.

This need not wreck our lives.
Electricity can be decarbonised by
2030 and much of industry can be
electrified. Regenerative agriculture
and forestry provide multiple major
benefits including re-storing a lot of
carbon in the soil.

The old political parties are not
promising these things. The Coali-
tion is explicitly against them, win-
dow dressing with vague promises
of carbon storage technologies that
are unproven and have no serious
prospect of being sufficient. Labor
keeps hedging is political bets.

If you value your grandchildren,
you can no longer give the old par-
ties your first preference vote. Find
candidates who will promise to do
these things and give them your
first preference.

The time for business as usual is
past. The time for politics as usual
is past. The time for voting as usual
is past. This is the last call.

Geoff Davies, Braidwood

Dr. Geoff Davies is a retired Earth scientist.

Obijections lead to
reduced Clyde closure

Robin Tennant-Wood

The NSW Department of Trans-
port has amended its proposal to
close the Kings Highway on the
Clyde Mountain while undertak-
ing tree removal work.

While the original proposal had
the highway closed from 8.00am to
4.00pm every weekday, the updated
schedule is for the highway to be
closed Tuesday to Thursday,
8.00am to 3.00pm. Friday through
to Monday the highway will be
open as usual.

The amendment to the original
schedule follows objections from
the business communities in both

Time
Bam - 3pm

31 Aug - 16 Sept
(three weeks)

Braidwood and Batemans Bay,
where the impact of the 2019-20
Black Summer followed by the
COVID lockdowns has been very
hard.

A statement from Transport for
NSW said that they will keep stake-
holders and the community in-
formed throughout the work.
“Variable message signs will be in
place across the road network ad-
vising of the closure and alternate
routes. If there are changes to the
work methodology or if work stops
temporarily, we will update Live
Traffic and signs.”

Full road closure.
Juesday toThixacay Both directions closed.

=

17 Sept— 4 Oct
{school holidays and
Oct long weekend)

5 Oct - early Dec
(weather permitting)

Full road closure.
| Both directions closed.
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Lockdown rundown
Who’s still doing what

While the entire state is under
stay-at-home orders, there’s no
need to worry about not being able
to access goods and services in
town.

Travel within the QPRC region
is permitted where essential sup-
plies cannot be sourced within 5
kilometres of your home, but our
local traders have risen to the oc-
casion to ensure that you shouldn’t
have to go far from home to get
what you need.

By supporting local businesses
during this time you are also en-
suring that local people are kept in
employment, businesses remain
open and the local economy is
healthy.

Remember, masks are manda-
tory outside the home throughout
NSW and stores will all have re-
strictions on the number of cus-
tomers allowed inside the
premises at any one time. Check-
in via the Service NSW app or by
signing the paper check-in form,
observe the 1.5metre social dis-
tancing rule at all times and please
comply with directions from staff.
Let’s keep Braidwood safe!

Open normal hours:

Post office

Bank

Butcher

IGA and bottle shop
Chemist
Newsagent
Nomchong’s
Braidwood Rural
Nutrien

Service stations
Braidwood Bakery

Cafés and restaurants are all
closed for in-store dining, but

most are offering takeaway serv-

ice.

v/ Albion: takeaway coffee and
meals and frozen takeaway
meals

v Boiled Lolly for take-aways

v/ Café 134: streetside takeaway
as always

v Casanova’s for bread

v Concept: takeaway orders

v Deadwood: streetside takeaway

v/ Dojo Bakery: reduced hours,
open for takeaway coffee and
bread

v/ Nerson’s: phone 4842 2468
8.00am-8.00pm for takeaway
orderss

v Provisions: click and collect or
local delivery, phone (02) 7228
5141 or go to https://www.pro-
visionsbraidwood.com.au

v/ Royal Mail: takeaway meals
and bottle shop

v Troopers’ Rest: phone 4815
5210, takeaway 7 days a week
for breakfast, lunch and dinner,
menu changes regularly so keep
an eye on the Facebook page

v/ Vanilla: open for takeaway
10.00am-7.00pm, phone
0416836136

X Servicemen'’s Club is closed but
Pine Garden open for takeaway

Other stores and services:

v/ Braidwood Outdoors: phone
48422775 and leave a message,
contactless order

v/ Mutton’s: phone 0400166909
for contactless order and drop-
off anywhere in town

v Churches: normal services sus-
pended during lockdown, check
with parish for other services
For all other stores, check by

phone or website.

Braidwood Palerang Early Intervention still up and running

As well as allied health services
for children 0-12 years, we are also
offering Lockdown activity packs
for kids... with free delivery. Packs
include a variety of activities, in-
struction sheets, and all the materi-
als they’ll need to do things like
* Make bird feeders
* Bake cakes
e Sensory play: shaving foam,

playdough, paint etc
e Detective challenges for inside

and outdoors complete with a de-
tective magnifying glass

And much more...

We not only help children with
additional needs but also children
and parents who might be strug-
gling at this time. Whether there are
concerns about your child’ develop-
ment, or if you just need some be-
haviour support or parenting
support. We can help!

We can be contacted on 0431 982
262.

Annabel Yagos, Director

Braidwood Palerang Early Intervention
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IN THEM DAYS Alan McGrath
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Braidwood 1957:A rlde By the Bankstown-Wiley Park motorccle Club into
the Araluen Valley. Photograph by Jim Day.

When movies reigned supreme
at the National Theatre

{or “The Flicks” as we called them in the 1940s and 50s}

Growing up in the 40s and early
50s was generally pretty okay and
particularly for the younger kids
who looked forward to the adven-
ture promised by the “Flicks” on
Saturday afternoons at the Na-
tional Theatre.

My earliest memory is that we
could gain entry for sixpence and
generally were allowed threepence
to spend at interval, that was always
conditional on the fact that we had
completed our jobs like making
sure the wood box was full and the
morning bark and chips were in.

Most Saturdays there were two
films shown, an ordinary “B” grade
first followed by the good one.
Generally I preferred the westerns
and pirate films.

Some afternoons after the Flicks
we would have swordfights or gun-
battles all the way home.

The Albion building verandahs
and half of Duncan Street
would be littered with the

dead and wounded.

Pirates were shown no mercy and
made to walk the plank and cowboy
baddies were always beaten to the
draw! Saturday afternoons in Braid-
wood could be pretty exciting for
ten or twelve year olds.

Paul C. Nomchong established
and ran the theatre and adjoining

milkbar until he sold it to the
Clements family in the early 1950s.
The Clements family installed neon
strip lighting and imposing neon
Theatre and Tourist Milkbar signs
and I think they also installed the
tiered seating at the rear of the the-
atre.

The next owner was Jeff Griggs
who later sold it to Cecil Byrne
around 1955-56. Mr Byrne also im-
proved some of the seating, en-
larged the screen to accommodate
cinamascope and a few of the other
improvements. The first week that
Mr and Mrs Byrne had ownership
the Saturday night queue was al-
most up to the Royal Cafe ... not be-
cause it was a great movie, but
because Mrs Byrne sold the tickets
and took the opportunity to have a
brief catchup with everyone as they
arrived at the ticket window. “Pro-
fessor” Collins was the projection-
ist for all of the owners, he also
operated an electrical, and I think
radio, workshop in the space now
occupied by the Information Cen-
tre.

Alan “Needle” Powell had taken
over the Tourist Cafe when Jeff
Grigg owned the theatre and it was
about this time he gave me the job
as lolly boy, wandering the theatre
with a tray of goodies before the
movies started and again at interval,
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Arts Trail 2021 cancelled

QPRC Cultural Services

It is with great regret that QPRC
must once again cancel our annual
Arts Trail.

The COVID19 pandemic’s win-
ter escalation to the north and south,
continues to threaten us with the
possibility of snap lockdowns and
therefore it is not feasible to plan a
region wide event that may need to
be cancelled at short notice.

The QPRC Culture and Arts team
will endeavour to assist our creative
community in other ways and
will consider any small scale cul-
tural opportunities in the near fu-
ture, which support culture and art
programs and/or events aimed at
enriching our community during
the coming months — if the
COVID19 situation allows.

If you would like to discuss pos-
sible opportunities and funding
please email the team in the first in-
stance at:
Cultural.Services@qprc.nsw.gov.au

QPRC Cultural Grants -
available now

The Queanbeyan Palerang Re-
gional Council continues to
make our Cultural Grants available
to individual and groups of practi-
tioners in our region.

Grants are available for the fol-
lowing: up to $500 for individual
artists, performers, writers, for cre-
ative projects or performances that
take place in the QPRC LGA up to
$1000 for groups of artists, per-
formers, writers, for creative proj-
ects or performances that take place
in the QPRC LGA. up to $1500 for
not for profit unincorporated com-
munity groups for creative projects
or cultural events that enhance arts
opportunities in the QPRC LGA
and up to $3000 for not for profit

Incorporated community groups for
creative projects or cultural events
that enhance the arts & cultural op-
portunities in the QPRC LGA that
employs a local artist or number of
artists as part of the project.

New application enquiries in the
first instance to Cultural.Ser-
vices@qprc.nsw.gov.au for advice
on grant applications and the online
Smarty Grants process.

Jewellery Exhibition - Call
Out

Call out to local & regional
jewellers.

Expressions of interest are being
sought from local and regional jew-
ellers and makers of wearable art to
participate in an exhibition at
Rusten House Art Centre, Quean-
beyan. Scheduled for Nov/Dec
2021.

Email your EOI to be considered:
Cultural Services@qprc.nsw.gov.au

Please include 3-5 images, price
range and your CV.

Jewellery by Lynette Black

Coconut  Quivers, Fan Tales,
Marella Jubes, Chips and Jaffas
were all top sellers. Many of the
regulars had their favourite seats
and woe betide anyone who sat in
“their” seats.

Boring movies on Saturday after-
noons always led to misbehaviour,
rolling bottles on the wooden floor,
flicking lolly wrappers into the pro-
jection beam etc. A torchlight in the
face and threat of ejection generally
modified the behaviour in quick
time

“Needle” paid me three shillings
in the pound commission on what I
sold and I got free entry to the
movies..Tuesday nights, Thursday
Nights and Saturday afternoon and
evening, a great arrangement from
my perspective..

Each session concluded with the
National Anthem “God Save The
Queen” being played, and the
Queen’s profile projected agains the
Australian flag on the screen. Most
people stood to attention but almost
always a few remained seated.
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QPRC SURVEY

John Tuckwell

Too hot to handle?

Here is your chance to comment
on the draft QPRC Urban Forest
Cooling Strategy.

The draft QPRC Urban Forest
Cooling Strategy has been devel-
oped to support Council in contin-
uing to provide housing and
infrastructure, for our growing pop-
ulation while ensuring our urban
centres are healthy and attractive
environments for residents and
wildlife. This follows on from the
results of the QPRC Surface Heat
Mapping Study which found that
over 85% of urban land in the re-
gion fell within an urban heat island
(2 degrees hotter than surrounding
natural areas).

The draft Strategy provides
Council with coordinated, local,
and practical actions to manage the
urban forest and educate and inform
the community, which includes a
vision that: ‘Council, businesses
and the community value and ac-
tively care for an urban forest that
is resilient and fairly distributed,
and provides a cooler, healthier en-
vironment for people and wildlife’.

Five main goals within the strat-
egy have also been developed to
work towards achieving this,
namely:

e Aresilient urban forest

e A fairly distributed urban forest

* A cooler, greener urban environ-
ment

e Increased biodiversity and tree
canopy

* An actively managed urban forest

To achieve the Strategy’s vision
and goals, 32 actions have been
grouped into five key strategies, in-
cluding:

Strategy 1: Build awareness and
encourage participation in urban
greening.

Strategy 2: Expand data collec-
tion and monitoring of the urban
forest.

Strategy 3: Coordinate tree and
vegetation planting and manage-
ment.

Strategy 4: Review planning
policy and development controls.

Strategy 5: Increase Council ca-
pacity in urban forest management.

An implementation plan has also
been developed to support Council
and the community manage and im-
plement this Strategy.

If you want to comment on the
draft strategy, go to:
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QPRC
Urban Heat Island

Urban Heat
Island Map

Major Roads
[ Council Boundary
IC3 Urban Boundary
Urban Heat Islands
C—1No Heat Island
O Heat Islond
B Severe Heat Island

https://yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.a
u/draft-urban-forest-cooling-strat

cgy.

The public exhibition closes on
the 1 September 2021.

FOR CLIMATE,
ENVIRONMENT,
COMMUNITY AND
DEMOCRACY

VOTE [1] GREENS

KATRINA WILLIS &
FORBES GORDON

.‘1.-

FOR QUEANBEYAN-PALERANG REGIONAL COUNCIL
https://greensoncouncil.org.au/queanbeyan-palerang/

f @GreensforQPRC
@GreensOnQPRC

Authorised by Sylvia Hale for The Greens NSW. Suite D, 2

@GREENS_FOR_QPRC

79 Broadway, GLEBE NSW 2037.
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Current COVID rules

From Kristy McBain’s office as at 22 August 2021.

Is all of NSW in lockdown?

Yes, all of NSW is in lockdown until at least
the 28th of August 2021. You must stay home
unless you have a reasonable excuse to leave.

What is a reasonable excuse?
A reasonable excuse is if you need to

* obtain food or other goods and services locally

¢ leave home to go to work if

* you cannot reasonably work from home and

* the business is allowed to be open

¢ leave home for education if it is not possible
to do it at home

e exercise and take outdoor recreation in the
local government area you live in or 10km
from your home (Skm from Monday, 16 Au-
gust 2021)

* go out for medical or caring reasons, including
obtaining a COVID-19 vaccination.

Can I have visitors to my home?

Generally, you cannot have any visitors to
your home unless it is for caring reasons, you are
in an intimate relationship but do not live to-
gether or you are in a ‘singles bubble’ together.

Can I still go to work?

You can leave home for work if you cannot
reasonably work from home and if the business
is allowed to be open.

Can I still send my children to school?

According to the NSW Department of Educa-
tion, parents and carers across all regional NSW
and Greater Sydney must keep children at home
unless they need to be at school. Schools (in-
cluding outside-of-school-hours care) are open
for any child that needs it. Please reach out to
your school directly to seek further clarification
on your specific situation.

Where can I go shopping?

NSW Health has listed essential shopping as
a reasonable excuse to leave home. My under-
standing of the restrictions is that you can shop
in your local government area (LGA) or, if out-
side your LGA, within 5 kilometres of home
(unless the food or goods or services or their
equivalent are not reasonably available locally).

Only 1 person per household may leave their
home to shop for food or other goods and serv-
ices (you may take a dependent person with you
if that person cannot be left at home on their
own).

Where can I exercise?

NSW Health has listed exercise as a reason-
able excuse to leave home. My understanding of
the restrictions is that you can exercise in your
local government area (LGA) or, if outside your
LGA, within 5 kilometres of home. There are
currently no time restrictions on how long you
can exercise each day.

I have a business - can I stay open?
Most retail premises must close to the public.

But there is a list of businesses on the Services
NSW website that can remain open. Businesses
providing essential products and services that
can be open include:

* supermarkets

e grocery stores including

* butchers, bakeries, fruit and vegetable, seafood
e other food or drink retailers that predomi-
nantly sell or display food or drinks

kiosks and other small food and drink prem-
ises

petrol stations

banks and financial institutions

hardware, building supplies

landscaping material supplies

agricultural and rural supplies

shops that, in the normal course of business,
operate as or sell and display

pet supplies

newsagents

office supplies

chemists providing health, medical, maternity
and baby supplies or

liquor stores

post offices

garden centres and plant nurseries

vehicle hire premises, not including the prem-
ises at which vehicles are sold;

shops that predominantly carry out repairs of
mobile phones

* laundromats and drycleaners.

I know there are a lot of businesses that do not
fit under these categories and if you are still un-
sure if you can operate, please get in touch with
Service NSW.

When do I have to wear a mask?

You are required to carry a face mask with you
at all times in NSW. You must wear your face
mask:

Why social dlstancmg matters
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* When outside your home, except when exer-
cising (From Monday 23 August).

¢ In all indoor areas of non-residential premises.

* At certain outdoor gatherings.

e If you are on public transport.

* In a major recreation facility such as a sta-
dium.

* If you are working in a hospitality venue.

¢ In indoor and outdoor areas of construction
sites, except when an exemption applies such
as when wearing a face mask creates a safety
issue or where there is a worksite emergency.

* When working in an outdoor area.

¢ Face masks must be worn at indoor or outdoor
areas of a fresh food market.

e In most common areas of residential build-
ings.

What is a singles bubble?

If you live alone — which means there are no
other adults who live in the same home — you
can have a nominated visitor. At this stage, you
do not need to register your nominated visitor.
The nominated visitor must reside in the same
local government area as you.

Can I still move house?

The NSW Government has listed “move to a
new place of residence, or between your differ-
ent places of residence” as a reasonable excuse
to leave your home.

Can accommodation stay open?

I'have been advised that hotels and motels will
not be closed, but will be limited to in-room din-
ing only.

Caravan parks and camping grounds will be
closed unless they are accommodating perma-
nent residents, overnight travellers, persons
working in local area or other persons who have
no other place of permanent residence. People
can continue in caravan bookings made before
today.

Can I leave the house to get tested for
COVID-19? And where can I get tested?
Leaving the house for a COVID-19 test is al-
lowed and you must get tested if you have even
the mildest COVID-19 symptoms. If you live
within the ACT-NSW border bubble you can
cross into the ACT to get your COVID-19 test.
If you are outside of the border bubble area you
will still have to apply for a border exemption
should you wish to enter the ACT for your test.

Can I leave the house to get my COVID-19
vaccination? And where can I get vaccinated?

Leaving the house for a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion is allowed and I encourage you to get vac-
cinated if you are eligible. If you live within the
ACT-NSW border bubble you can cross into the
ACT for your vaccination. If you are outside of
the border bubble area you will still have to
apply for a border exemption to enter the ACT
for your vaccination

Support available for NSW residents

If I’m feeling worried and overwhelmed, is
there somewhere I can go for help?
It’s completely natural to be worried about
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about the pandemic. But too much concern can
impact on your ability to think clearly. If you’re
feeling overwhelmed, anxious or stressed, please
talk to someone. There is never a wrong time to
seek help.

Can I get support if I have lost work due to
the lockdown?

According to the Services Australia website,
you will be able to claim the COVID-19 Disaster
Payment from Sunday 22 August 2021 if you’re
in an area impacted by the 14 August 2021 NSW
lockdown, and you’ve lost income or hours of
work.

Eligibility can be complex and I encourage
you to check your eligibility here:

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individ
uals/services/centrelink/covid-19-disaster-pay
ment-new-south-wales

Can I get support if I have been forced to self-
isolate due to being in contact with someone
who has COVD-19?

Yes, if you have been directed to isolate by
NSW Health and if you’re in an area impacted
by the 14 August 2021 NSW lockdown.

Eligibility can be complex and I encourage
you to check your eligibility here:

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individ
uals/services/centrelink/pandemic-leave-disas
ter-payment-new-south-wales

Can I get essential groceries delivered to me?

Major supermarkets have home delivery serv-
ices and click and collect services available in
most regions.

Woolworths and Coles also have a priority as-
sistance program to assist those who are unable
to shop in-store.

Shop on line at IGA:

https://www.iga.com.au/shop-online/

I operate a business in NSW that has been af-
fected by the latest lockdown, can I get any
extra for support?

Yes, the NSW Government has announced
many support measures for businesses impacted
by the lockdown.

There are many different kinds of support
available for different businesses. I encourage
you to visit their website for further details:

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/co
vid-19-help-businesses

Cross Border Travel

Can I travel from NSW to the ACT?

If you are entering the ACT from one of the
approved NSW border-bubble communities, you
may do so for essential reasons WITHOUT a
permit. The ACT government has requested that
you carry ID to prove that you live in a border
bubble postcode.

If you are entering the ACT from outside the
approved NSW border-bubble you MUST apply
for an exemption.

I have been advised by the ACT Government
that all residents from the Southern NSW Local
Health District (SNSW LHD) can enter the ACT
for urgent and critical healthcare. All patients
who need surgery or an appointment in an ACT
health facility are being contacted about arrange-
ments for them.

I live outside the NSW/ACT border bubble
and have my vaccination scheduled inside the
ACT. Can I still enter the ACT to get vacci-
nated?

I have been advised by both ACT and NSW
health that those who live outside the NSW/ACT
border bubble and have a vaccination scheduled
inside the ACT will not be able to enter the ACT
for their vaccination.

Instead, they will be contacted by ACT Health
to arrange for their vaccination appointment to
be rescheduled within NSW.

Can I travel to Victoria?

You need a permit, exemption or
exception to enter Victoria from anywhere in
Australia and New Zealand.

Can I transit through the ACT if I don’t get
out of my car?

Transiting across the ACT is permitted for
NSW residents, as long as you do not exit their
vehicle in the ACT. Persons who transit through
without stopping anywhere in the ACT (e.g. Sut-
ton to Queanbeyan) are not subjected to the ACT
stay at home rules while in NSW.

Rules for self-Isolation

What is the difference between a stay-at-
home order and self-isolating/quarantine?

If you are under a stay-at-home order you
must follow the current NSW Health restric-
tions.

If you are required to self-isolate/quarantine,
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you must remain in self-isolation until NSW
Health has advised you can leave.
Self-Isolation/Quarantine rules:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules/self-
isolation

When do I have to self-isolate?

You must self-isolate if you are a close or ca-
sual contact of a positive COVID-19 case, a
household contact of someone who has been a
close or casual contact of a positive COVID-19
case (AKA a secondary close or casual contact)
or if you are otherwise informed by NSW
Health.

What do I need to do if I am a close contact
of a COVID-19 case?

If you have been to a CLOSE CONTACT lo-
cation during the times specified you MUST im-
mediately get tested, contact NSW Health and
QUARANTINE for 14 days regardless of the
test result or until you are contacted by ACT
Health.

If you attended any of the venues identified at
the times listed, please contact NSW Health im-
mediately on 1800 943 553.

What do I need to do if I am a close contact
of a COVID-19 case?

If you have been to a CASUAL CONTACT
location during the times specified you MUST
immediately get tested, contact NSW Health and
QUARANTINE until you have received a neg-
ative test result or until you are contacted by the
relevant Health department. Once you receive a
negative test result you MUST continue to fol-
low the current NSW stay-at-home orders.

If you attended any of the venues identified at
the times listed, please contact NSW Health im-
mediately on 1800 943 553.

What if I am a household contact of someone
who is self-isolating?

If you are in the same household of someone
who is self-isolating you will be considered as a
secondary close or casual contact and must fol-
low the same restrictions that they are.

Further details on secondary close contacts:
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/fact-
sheets/Pages/advice-secondary-close.aspx

Further details on secondary casual contacts:
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/fact-
sheets/Pages/covid-19-casual-contact.aspx

Keeping on top of it all s sumroon -

this is an intervention I use in my
clinic and remotely with people
who want to create a shift in their

Hollie Bakerboljkovac

While the current restrictions
allow for us to get outside for ex-
ercise, there’s more to keeping

a walk around the oval.

I hope you’re finding space for
You in this lockdown. Here’s some
things you might like to do if you’re

1. Curate your social media - stop ing.

following accounts that propel
the drama - make your socials
something beautiful to enjoy

healthy during this time than just 2. Move - seriously. It’s better than
drugs for mental health (the use
of which has increased dramati-
cally in the last 18 months) and
it’s better for whole body health
not: than anything else. Just get mov-

nervous system.

system?
ing thoughts
and / or trauma

ships

Why would you want to
create a shift in your nervous

¢ To alleviate anxiety and ruminat-
* To change the experience of grief

¢ To shift difficulties in relation-

* To make it easier for you to be
motivated to get out and exercise
/ move

* To support you to get off your
stressy social media ...

The Safe and Sound Protocol re-
lies on therapeutic support from a
clinician who has a firm under-
standing of Stephen Porges’ Poly-
vagal Theory.

During lockdown, we can do a
full intervention in 8-10 sessions,
one a day online on Zoom. It’s
$900. Contact Hollie if interested.
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NSW is leading the way in the roll
out of the COVID-19 vaccination,
having administered more than 5.9
million jabs in arms to date.

It is especially pleasing to see so
many people across the Monaro roll
up their sleeve to get the jab, so that
we can all soon return to a level of
normal. Make no mistake, vaccin-
ation is our ticket to freedom.

| know there has been a lot of debate about the brand of
vaccine and which is better, but | want to stress that we
should not to get caught up in vaccination ‘brand wars’.

Every year we roll up our sleeves to get the flu shot and
not once have we ever questioned the brand.

The best vaccine, is the available vaccine, and we have
plenty to go around.

COVID-19 vaccinations are available across our region,
through hubs and local services, and the GP and
pharmacy networks, and more and more pharmacies and
GPs are getting on board. The vaccine is free and
accessible!

Many people from within our community have vaccination
bookings across the border in Canberra. But due to ACT
Government restrictions, disappointingly, last week some
of those appointments were cancelled when the ACT
Government made the decision to only allow people living
in approved NSW postcodes to access vaccinations in
the ACT.

| can announce that problem is fixed — by successfully
striking a deal with the ACT Government we have
redirected more than 800 vaccination doses from the ACT
into NSW to ensure no one in our community is denied the
opportunity to be vaccinated.

This means people living in Braidwood, Cooma and
Jindabyne, who had their vaccination booked in the ACT,
will still be able to have their appointment, locally in NSW.

For those who have had their first or second Pfizer
vaccination booked in the ACT between 20 August and 2
September, the Southern NSW Local Health District
(SNSWLHD) will be in touch to reschedule your
appointments in NSW.

So there is nothing standing in our way!

It is not the time to wait, and I’'m encouraging everyone to
get their COVID-19 vaccinations as soon as they can, to
protect yourself, your family and our community.

Time and time again, when faced with challenges, people
across the Monaro have come together to help each other,
encourage each other and to get a job done. Well, this
virus and the vaccination roll out is our next challenge. |
am challenging you all to roll up your sleeve and get the
jab. The vaccine reduces risk of hospitalisation and death,
it will help to protect our loved ones and it will protect our
community.

What better reason do we need?

THE HON. JOHN BARILARO MP

Authorised by John Barilaro MP. Funded using parliamentary entitlements.

213 (PO Box 998) Crawford Street Queanbeyan NSW 2620
Phone: (02) 6299 4899
Email: monaro@parliament.nsw.gov.au:
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I'm a big fan of Frank Sinatra. I
think he was one of the greatest
singers of the 20" century. I've been
reading two biographies of Sinatra
in recent times. They are Sinatra:
Behind the Legend by J. Randy
Taraborrelli (2015) and Frank: The
Making of a Legend by James Ka-
plan (2010). Both have been fasci-
nating insights into the complex
character of Sinatra. Sinatra was
important in the history of popular
music for many reasons, not least of
which was his ability to interpret
popular songs of the day. I thought
this week that I'd talk a little about
how he started in the music indus-
try.

Sinatra was born in 1915. He was
an only child. His mother, Dolly,
was a very forceful character who
was very influential with local
(Hoboken, New York) Democratic

MUSIC MATTERS  David McClymont

politicians of the day. His father,
Marty, was a semi-professional
boxer and bar owner. Being Italian-
American at that time was not easy.
Italians were looked down upon
and many work opportunities were
not open to those of Italian ancestry.
Although life was not easy for the
family, Sinatra grew up with an
abiding ambition and confidence in
his ability. In his mind, he knew he
was going to be a star.

When he was about 17 his par-
ents lent him the money to buy a
portable public-address system and
sheet-music so that he could work
in local nightclubs. This gave him
an edge over other local young men
who were attempting to do the same
thing. He started collecting orches-
trations because bands needed them
and therefore needed Sinatra.

With Dolly’s help he started per-

MULLOON INSTITUTE

IPCC Report — Response

Emissions reduction target
lies beneath our feet

The Hon. Gary Nairn AO, Chair-
man of the Mulloon Institute, says
unfortunately the solutions being
put forward by the IPCC and others
rely heavily on the reduction in ac-
tual emissions (focused on energy)
and achieving ‘net zero’.

Mr Nairn says there are other,
simpler solutions to this complex
problem, “Few people are aware
that soil contains two to three times
more carbon than the atmosphere,
and that it is possible to absorb the
world’s annual anthropogenic emis-
sions in our soils.”

Carbon sequestration, the long-
term removal, capture or sequestra-
tion of carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere, helps slows or reverses
atmospheric CO2 pollution.

“Key to carbon sequestration is
water,” Mr Nairn says, “and a hy-
drated landscape will speed up car-
bon sequestration.”

The release of the latest IPCC
Report on the climate further rein-
forces the urgent need for land-
scape-scale repair and rehydration
works across the country, according
to Mr Nairn.

“While the IPCC Report will trig-
ger debate and finger pointing on

who is doing what and where, the
least expensive and most practical
action that will quickly get results,
including a return on investment, is
fixing and rehydrating our degraded
landscapes,” he says.

“In particular, the IPCC Report
highlights a future of less rain over-
all but more intensive events, risk-
ing flooding and erosion. Our work
is geared specifically towards mak-
ing our landscapes more resilient to
such events,” he continues.

“While this work is a no-brainer
for farmers’ resilience to extreme
weather events, drought, flood and
bushfire, it is having a positive im-
pact on the climate as it transfers
carbon dioxide emissions from the
atmosphere into the soil, as soil or-
ganic carbon,” Mr Nairn empha-
sises.

“The end result is a win for the
environment with repaired land-
scapes and increased biodiversity,
a win for farmers with improved
soil health, nutrient dense food,
productivity and resilience and a
win for the climate, with reduced
emissions, thus helping to put a
break on temperature increases,” he
concludes.
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forming in clubs, Democratic Party
meetings, school dances, basically
anywhere he could get an opportu-
nity to sing. When he was about 19,
he got his first big break when he
auditioned to appear on the popular
Major Bowes and His Original Am-
ateur Hour. In Sinatra’s telling,
Major Bowes was “a pompous bum
with a bulbous nose”. At the time of
Sinatra’s audition, Bowes teamed
him up with another Hoboken act
who called themselves the Three
Flashes. With Sinatra they per-
formed as The Hoboken Four. They
were a huge success and started
touring with one of the Bowes
many amateur companies.

A venue named the Rustic Cabin
played a large part in Sinatra’s early
career. By this stage he had hooked
up with Hank Sanicola who would
become Sinatra’s booking agent.
Sanicola booked Sinatra into the
Rustic Cabin as a singing waiter,
making between $15 and $30 dol-
lars a week. What the Rustic Cabin
did have though was a “wire”
hookup to radio station WNEW
which meant Sinatra’s voice could
now be heard by a wide audience.
One person who heard Sinatra was
trumpeter Harry James™ wife
Louise. She was so struck by Sina-
tra’s voice that she told James he
had to seek Sinatra out.

Sinatra and James were the same
age, but by 1939 James was a very
famous, accomplished musician
due to his work with Benny Good-
man’s band. When James walked
into the Rustic Cabin to see Sinatra
heads turned to see the famous
Harry James. Sinatra got up on
stage to sing Night and Day, this
time remembering the words. The
reason I say that is that there was an
“incident” at the Rustic Cabin when
Cole Porter (composer of Night and
Day) came into the Rustic Cabin
one night.

Sinatra was to sing this song
but was so star-struck by
Porter being in the audience
that he forgot all the words,
lamely repeating “night and
day” over and over.

When he joined Harry James’ or-
chestra Sinatra’s star really began to
rise, although, as it turned out
James’ fortunes fell away and even-
tually the orchestra folded due to
lack of work. However, Harry
James remained a famous, sought-
after musician all his life. It is part
of the Sinatra legend that James let
Sinatra leave the band without acri-

mony. Sinatra then joined Tommy
Dorsey’s band. At this stage Sinatra
had “made it” and the legend was
born.

That is a “potted” history of early
Sinatra. Every home should have at
least one Sinatra album. Which
one? Sinatra recorded about 1200
songs over 60 albums. His best
recordings were made during the
1950’s in my opinion. A classic live
album is Sinatra at the Sands where
he is accompanied by the Count
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Basie orchestra with arrangements
by Quincy Jones — it doesn’t get
much better than that. Other than
this, I recommend the In the Wee
Small Hours album or the Songs
For Swingin’ Lovers album. Both
classics. Happy listening.

Please note that, due to COVID
restrictions, there won't be a "Piano
Bar" performance at the Royal in
September. We will think about the
possibilities for October and let you
all know. Thanks for your support.

A structural gem is granted a title of its own

The Old Barn in Ryrie Street is leaving home

and striking out on its own. The Heritage
Council of NSW has asked that the stately old
shed be included on a separate land title, free
of the suite of V&M'’s Park Lane heritage
buildings with which it has been associated
since the early 1950s. A Plan of Subdivision
giving effect to the Heritage Council’s wishes is
now back with QPRC, and subject to
approvals, an offer for the proposed new Ryrie
Street block - through Belle Property’s Kelly
Allen - has been accepted. With architectural
and QPRC license, it seems fitting that this
structure that is so much part of the heritage
fabric of Braidwood will enter the next phase of
its long life as part of the Ryrie Street
residential precinct.

Sydney Heritage Architect Niall Macken has
dated the barn around 1860, having
researched handmade roofing nails retrieved
from the lofty structure by local antennae
installer Eddie Nomchong.

If walls could only talk! This building has
witnessed some of the truths and myths of
Braidwood, from yowies to cordial making, from
the cordial maker’s T-model Ford (known
around town as ‘The Lemonade Express’) to
petrol guzzlers.

The old Ryrie
Street barn
pictured 2015,
when it had
seen better

days...

Built using hardwood from Araluen and
Bristol iron shipped to Australia as ballast in the
holds of the wool clippers, the old barn was
literally falling down when acquired by V&M in
July 2015. And architectural advice at that time
was to tear the old girl down.

V&M has always been of the view, however,
that the barn and other buildings on the Park
Lane/ Ryrie Street site are an important and
valuable element of the structural integrity of
Braidwood.

An intensive renovation program drawing on
the collective inputs of great local tradesmen,
close consultation with QPRC staff and others
have seen the old barn restored to its rightful

place in the structural order
of this heritage township.

V&M is appreciative of
acknowledgements from
heritage architects, QPRC
and others for having saved
the old barn and given it a
new lease of life.

V&M
3

Wendy Lees

Is this the new normal?

Interesting, the whole

lockdown phenomenon is helping drive a
significant shift in shopping trends,
in Braidwood too.

Online shopping (such as this week’s
orders for the V&M fishbone pendant and
earrings, pictured below, following a social
media post) is alive and well during these
difficult COVID times. The suite of retailer’s
online marketing tools is fundamentally
changing small business practice, just as stay-
at-home workplace habits are reshaping the
industrial sector.

In some respects, adversity may have done
business a favour. Because, while there will
always be a place for bricks and mortar
retailing, the forced small business response to
the discovery by legions of astute, locked-down
shoppers - that retail therapy can just as easily
be had online - isn't likely to change if and
when things return to ‘normal’, whatever normal
was.

Bruce, Gabrielle, Sam, Rhonda and Gavin
and our other hardworking Post Office staff
would attest that business has in many
respects actually picked up. So much so that
they’ll often ‘Hold the Post’to accommodate
the late minute scramble to post online orders.

Instagram, Facebook

j E ? and our website, below

n www.vetroemetallo.com.au

V&M'’s Fishbone pendant
and earrings range,
available online via
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

COVID impacts to QPRC Services

The statewide stay-at-home order that commenced

in NSW at 5pm Saturday 14 August has impacted our
services. Many of our front facing facilities are closed to
the public while others are available over the phone or
online.

The full list of impacted services can be found at:
gprc.nsw.gov.au/COVID-19

QPRC Waste Disposal Changes

Following the adoption of the QPRC Waste Strategy:

® All QPRC ratepayers and residents are now able to
access all QPRC waste facilities.

® Refunds for the use of external waste facilities
(such as the Collector or Tarago Facilities) will no
longer be issued to QPRC residents.

These changes will result in a more equal charge for
QPRC residents who dispose of materials at waste
facilities and are reflected in the reduced General
Waste Charge.

» For more information on services and facilities see
bit.ly/WasteTSWMC
If you wish to discuss this matter, please contact
Council's Waste section on 1300 735 025.

Have Your Say @

Projects & initiatives open for community
comment

Closing Date
(2021)

Disability Inclusion Action Plan 30 September

2022-2026
Draft Urban Forest Cooling Strategy 1 September
Renew 2620 Ongoing

Find all the details on Council's engagement hub at
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Submissions can be made:
By registering and commenting via
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au
By email to council@qprec.nsw.gov.au (referencing the
item in the subject line)
By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
Delivered in person to Queanbeyan, Bungendore or
Braidwood offices

Apply now | Bushfire Recovery grants

Community organisations and businesses can apply

for Black Summer Bushfire Recovery grants of $20,000

to $10m until 2 September 2021.

® Grants are available in every LGA that was disaster
declared (due to the 2019-20 summer bushfires).

® Both recovery and resilience projects can be
funded.

» Head to bit.ly/BSBRG to learn more and apply.

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
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Advertising of Notices and Documents under the

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979

and Regulations

» Documents required to be advertised under NSW
planning legislation can be viewed by accessing
bit.ly/DPnotices

Council Meetings and Times

Council holds Ordinary Meetings on the fourth
Wednesday of each month and Planning and Strategy
Committee Meetings on the second Wednesday of each
month. Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday prior to
the meeting from bit.ly/MinutesAgendas. Both meetings
are live streamed via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast.

During the current COVID-19 restrictions:
All Council meetings are closed to the public.
All Council meetings are livestreamed.
Councillors and staff will participate electronically.
Members of the public can submit written or Zoom
presentations (see below).
If you have made a submission on a development
application or a plan/project that is being considered
by Council, we will let you know when it is being
presented to Council for consideration.
Questions on notice can still be submitted (see
below).
For those wanting to make a presentation on an Agenda
item, you can make a:

Written presentation - submit by midday on Tuesday
Zoom presentation - register by midday on
Wednesday

Register to make a presentation at
bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
8 September- Planning and Strategy Committee
Meeting
22 September- Ordinary Council Meeting

Written Questions on Notice

Questions on notice from the community must be
submitted via email to public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au
or in writing, by 12pm on the Wednesday prior to the
meeting. All questions and responses will be tabled

at each Public Forum, provided to the person who
asked the questions and
published on our
website.

Follow us on social media

@QbnPalerangRC o
@QbnPalerang

Peter Tegart - CEO @QbnPalerang o

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter
1300 735 025

council@gpre.nsw.gov.au
Www.gprc.nsw.gov.au

eepurl.com/codv-v 9
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BOOKWORM

Julia Ermert

Reflections on Children’s
BOOk Week 22 —27 AUGUST 2021

I was a slow reader. Perhaps I've
been making up for it ever since?

Somehow I didn’t catch the trick
of it, and I had such a good memory
that no one realised I was repeating
what the teacher had just read out,
and didn’t actually know which
word said ‘cat.” We weren’t a book-
ish family.

In the middle of second grade,
someone did notice, and there was
a swift change of schools. As I re-
member it, one day I couldn’t read
and the next day I could. What a
thrill to be able to turn to the story
over the page, about Pat and his pig,
and know which word said ‘pig!’

Those early recollections shaped
my career as a literacy specialist, I
think. I could still remember what
it was like not to have that magic
key, to look at a block of print and
see no discernible patterns. If you
don’t know already what this is
like, try reading upside-down — as
in, looking over the top of the book
while the children sit in front of you
gazing at the pictures. A useful
skill!

I firmly believe there is no
greater gift or skill a child can have,
than being able to read, and loving
it.

As a teacher, and then a mother,
I also participated in many a Book
Week. 2021 is the 75th Book Week
and the theme is Old Worlds, New
Worlds, Other Worlds. What books
were popular in 19467 It was just
after the war. I was ten. It seems

 CBCABOOK W

forever away, untii I look at a list (in
no particular order) of books from
those days.

The Long Winter, Laura Ingalls
Wilder.

Stuart Little, E B White.

Shy the Platypus, Leslie Rees.

Mary Poppins Opens the Door,P
L Travers.

Finn Family Moomintroll, Tove
Jansson.

Pippi Longstocking, Astrid Lind-
gren.

The Little White Horse, Elizabeth
Goudge.

Goodnight Moon, Margaret Wise
Brown.

Five on a Treasure Island, Enid
Blyton.

In that random ten, | see:

—the themes of ‘old worlds, new
worlds, other worlds’ already all
represented,

—two books I still own, and read,

—two books that have had recent
films based on them,

—two books I gave to a grandchild,

—two books from a series reprint,

—two books (at least!) my friends
love, and that’s only a small part
of it.

A good book is a good book is a
good book.

When I look at what kids’ books
are popular at Big W right now, I
am quite surprised. There’s all of
Harry Potter, still, plus at least five
Roald Dahls, plus two Enid Bly-
tons, Ahn Do, Mem Fox, as well as
Anne of Green Gables, The Secret
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Garden and Snugglepot and Cud-
dlepie, those last three older than I
am! But perhaps it’s not the original
text? The text I read? Sad, if so.

I also see Where the Wild Things
Are, The Very Hungry Caterpillar
and Spot the Dirty Dog, which I
bought for my son and then for his
children. Another of my son’s
favourites, Wanda Gag’s Millions of
Cats, was first published in 1928,
recognised as the first children’s
picture book, and now the oldest
still in publication. Before that,
children’s books tended to be more
improving, and less fun.

So how do we get our children to
read, and love it?

Make print, recognising it and
reading it, important, even if you
start with the cornflakes packet. Be
seen reading, talk about reading.
Join a library and go, all of you.
Look at the books, talk about them,
and make a thing about choosing.
Let them choose their own, what-
ever you think about the choices.
Have books lying around. Or down-
load them. Keep talking about
them.

You won’t have much choice
about how your school deals with
reading: look-and-say, whole word,

phonics. But you can read about it
and consider your opinion. The jury
is out on whether the human brain
is hard-wired for reading— or not
— I personally think it is— but you
can read about that, too.

Just make sure your child can
read at least by second grade.

The awards are out now for
Book of the Year 2021.

‘We have more than one now: For
older readers, The End of the World
is Bigger than Love, by Davina
Bell. For younger readers, Aster’s
Book of Good, Right Things, by
Kate Gordon. For early childhood,
No! Never! by mother-and-daughter
team Libby Hathorn and Lisa
Hathorn-Jarman with illustrator
Mel Pearce.

Picture book of the year, How to
Make a Bird, text by Meg McKin-
lay and illustrations by Matt Ottley.

The Eve Pownall Award for non-
fiction, Dry to Dry: The Seasons of
Kakadu, text by Pamela Freeman,
illustrations by Liz Anelli.

This Small Blue Dot by Zeno
Sworder received the CBCA award
for New Illustrator.

At least two of those books will
be going to my grandchildren!

Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION
¢ Family gatherings
o Weddings & celebrations

* Conferences

All units are self-contained
with own bathroom

Book

TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

now on: 0448 533 616
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00J0 BREAD

Rear Lane. 91 Wallace St, Braidiwwood NSW
8amtfo1pm | 6days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee
Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies
Sausage Rolls | Slices ... and more

Wwww.dojobread.com.av 0407 222 334

FREEMASONS

NSW & ACT

LODGE OF TRUTH BRAIDWOOD NO. 26
UNITED GRAND LODGE OF NEW SOUTH WALES
AND THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY.

Ever thought of becoming a Freemason?
Freemasonry is made up of men from all walks
of life, serving their community while engaged

self-improvement, building friendships and
seeking excellence in all pursuits

Lodge of Truth, Braidwood has been in our
community for over 160 years and we invite you
to become a member of Braidwood’s
longest serving fraternity.

If this interests you, please call Phil Shoemark on
0427 422046 for more information about
membership.

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Remember: if an offer seems too good
to be true, it probably is!

Lockdowns and restrictions on
movement have resulted in a
spike in online shopping.

It has also resulted in a spike in
the numbers of ways that the un-
scrupulous and downright criminal
can con the unwary out of large
amounts of money.

Record scam
losses in 2020

e Australians lost a record $851
million to scams last year with in-
vestment ($328m loss), romance
($131m) and payment redirection
scams ($128m) accounting for al-
most 70 per cent of all losses
from 444,000 scam reports
Phishing - where a fraudulent
message designed to trick some-
one into revealing sensitive infor-
mation - thrived during the
pandemic, especially through
government impersonation
scams. There were more than
44000 reports of phishing scams,
representing a 75 per cent in-
crease from 2019

Health and medical scams in-
creased more than 20-fold com-
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pared to 2019, accounting for
over $3.9 million in losses

¢ [ osses to threat-based scams in-
creased by 178 per cent to $11.8
million, and there were more than
$8.4 million in losses to remote
access scams, an increase of over
74 per cent

e People who detect a scam,
whether or not they have lost
money to it, can report scams and
learn more about how to get help
at scamwatch.gov.au

Fake delivery
service

Shopping on Gumtree? Scam-
watch is urging consumers to be on
the lookout for fraudsters offering a
‘Gumtree delivery service’” with the
sale of their products. Gumtree does
not offer such a service. To protect
yourself, use Gumtree messages to
chat whenever possible and remem-
ber Gumtree will never ask for pay-
ment or credit card details for the
sale of an item.

service scams

Binge-watching your favourite
shows during lockdown?
Scamwatch is urging account hold-
ers to think twice before responding
to a request from a streaming serv-
ice to ‘update your payment de-
tails’.

Always double check the sender
to avoid false billing scams. Scam-
mers posing as a regular supplier
may claim that their banking details
have changed. They may tell you
they have recently changed banks,
and may use stolen letterhead and
branding to convince you they are
legitimate.
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Shipping container

Scamwatch is urging people to be
on the lookout for fake online list-
ings for shipping containers. The
website has received 29 reports
with $136,518 in losses to shipping
container scams in the past week.

Scammers using

Census to target

Scamwatch is warning that with
the The ABS Census coming up,
people should be wary of scammers
trying to take advantage and steal
personal information.

The ABS will never ask for bank
or tax file details and doesn’t offer
prizes for taking part in surveys. If
you are unsure if a call or email is
genuine, contact 1300 135 070.

Tax time scams

resurface

Scamwatch.gov.au is reminding
people who are about to lodge their
tax returns that scammers are trying
to use this time of year to target un-
suspecting victims.

The website is issuing a reminder
that the Australian Tax Office will
never phone a person, claiming to
have a warrant out for their arrest.

The ATO will also never issue an
automated call to advise that a tax
file number (TEN) has either been
suspended due to illegal activity or
compromised by a scammer. The
ATO does not suspend TENs and
will never request you pay a fine or
transfer money in order to protect
your TEN pending legal action. The
ATO warns that if you’re concerned
that a phone call, SMS, voicemail
or email claiming to be from the
ATO is not genuine, don’t reply to
it. Instead phone the ATO on 1800
008 540 or go to its website
www.ato.gov.au - which shows
how to spot and report a scam.

Computer takeover

scams on the rise

across Australia

So far this year scammers have
stolen more than $7.2 million from
Australians by gaining access to
home computers, an increase of 184
per cent compared to the same pe-
riod last year.

According to the ACCC’s
Scamwatch, almost 6,500 Aus-

tralians have reported calls from
scammers trying to convince them
to download software that gives ac-
cess to home computers and bank
accounts. Commonly called remote
access scams, scammers pretend to
be from well-known organisations
such as Telstra, eBay, NBN Co,
Amazon, banks, government organ-
isations, police, and computer and
IT support organisations.

Scams of this nature will often be
an unexpected phone call saying
you’ve been billed for a purchase
you didn’t make, your device has
been compromised, or your account
has been hacked. The scammer will
pretend to assist you or ask you to
assist them to catch the scammer.
They will tell you to download re-
mote control. Once the scammer
has control of your computer or de-
vice, they will ask you to log into
applications such as emails, internet
banking or PayPal accounts, which
will give them access your banking
and personal information.

Support in recovering from
scams, including how to check if
your identity and computer is se-
cure, is available via IDCARE on
1800 595 160 or www.idcare.org

COVID-19 scams

Don’t fall victim to COVID-19
vaccination scams.

Scamwatch has received reports
of scams relating to COVID-19
vaccines including those that re-
quest payment for vaccines or for
early access to vaccines; offers to
mail vaccines; offers to pay money
as an investment opportunity in the
Pfizer vaccine and; fake surveys re-
lated to vaccines that offer prizes or
early access.

Don’t give personal information
to someone who calls you about the
vaccine. Don’t click on links in un-
expected emails or text messages.
Don’t pay to get on a vaccination
list - COVID-19 vaccines will be
free for everyone living in Aus-
tralia.

Scamwatch suggests using the
COVID-19 Vaccination Eligibility
Checker on the healthdirect web-
site: covid-
vaccine healthdirect.gov.au/eligibili
ty

Australia Post scams

Australia Post scams are circulat-
ing within communities again.

Scammers are once again send-
ing fake ‘Australia Post’ emails
claiming the target has a package
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64 Elrington Street

Circa 1865, this beautifully renovated
residence was formally The Chinese
Bank in the gold rush era. Today, this
period beauty is a one of Braidwood’s
best period homes and is situated on
a half an acre of established garden
with charming guest accommodation
in ‘The Old Stables’.

Araluen "

13 Naughtons Close

This small acreage and lovely 4
bedroom home is perfect for buyers
wanting to enjoy the peaceful lifestyle
the beautiful Araluen Valley has to
offer.

REGIONAL REAL ESTATE

g ~—

Majors Creek $619,000
23 George Street

This property offers buyers a small
village lifestyle with a neat 3 bedroom

home on a 3,452m2 (approx.) block
of land.

Ma'ior's' Creek " EOI
60 Grey Gums Road

3 Bedroom home on 104 acres of
gently undulating land with
spectacular rural views north east to
the Budawangs and south east to
Monga National Park.

Contact Kelly Allen at Belle Property on 0466 632 696.

Belle Property Braidwood

78 Wallace Street, Braidwood NSW
Office 02 4842 1029

Mobile 0466 632 696

belle .......

belleproperty.com/braidwood

waiting. The link takes the recipient
to an ‘interactive parcel manage-
ment system’ which claims the
package label is damaged and asks
for personal and financial details.

Delete the emails and do not
click on any links.

Romance baiting

Scamwatch has advised that ro-
mance baiting scams are again cir-
culating in communities across
Australia. People are being advised
to be sceptical of anyone who con-
nects with them via social media or
online forums under the premise of
romance, only to begin talking
about investment opportunities.

Puppy scams remain at alarming
highs with the total on track to
equal the number of complaints re-

ceived in 2020 relating to the ca-
nine cons that shot to prevalence
during COVID-19. According to
NSW Fair Trading scammers are
posting fake classified ads on web-
sites, in the paper or on social
media platforms and asking for
thousands of dollars for a non-exis-
tent puppy.

People are being urged to verify
the existence of the puppy before
making a payment and only sourc-
ing puppies from reputable breeders
Or rescue organisations.

Only source puppies from rep-
utable breeders or rescue organisa-
tions.

PayPal text scam

Scamwatch received more than
150 reports of a scam text message
impersonating PayPal during the
June long weekend.

The alert reads
‘#PAYPAL_ALERT# You’ve made
a “TRANSACTION”. This is not a
legitimate PayPal text message.
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622

Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services.
Unique and award winning.

48422882 or 0419445299

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Monday

5am - Good Morning Country
7am - Martins Morning Mix
1pm - Flashback with Rob
4pm - Book Reading with Rod

rogram Guide

5.30pm - The Green Horns with Nick & Hamish

8pm - It's Time
10pm - Aussie Music Weekly

Tuesday
5am - Good Morning Country
7am - The Fred Nurk Show

11am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
3pm - Bunkem, Faves & Raves with Rod & Bill

4pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
6.30pm - Real World Gardener
7pm - The Billy Bob Show
9.30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy

Wednesday

5am - Good Morning Country
7am - Martins Morning Mix

10am - The Magazine with Disko
3pm - Pop Heads

6pm - Woodsongs Old Time Radio

Friday

5am - Good Morning Country

7am - The Morning Mix with Martin
12.00 - The long Lunch with Disko
3pm - The Conga Line with Billy Bob
5pm - The Atomic Countdown

7pm - Top 40 from 40 Years ago

Sunday

Thursday

5am - Good Morning Country

10am - From the Archives with Gavin
3pm - The Hot 30

6pm - Radio Jilly - With Yolande

8pm - I love the 70's

9pm - Simply The 80°s

10pm - Off the Record

Saturday

9am - Mornings with Gavin & Roger
12.00 - I love the 70°s

1pm - A bit of this and that with Gavin
4pm - Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
6pm - Saturday Night Gold

8am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara Jane

10am - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
12.00 - Covers

3pm - Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
6pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood

For a full listing go to braidwoodradio.com.au

Scamwatch advises that anyone
who receives this message to delete
it and do call the number.

Stay alert when online shopping.

If you’re shopping online, look
out for fake websites pretending to
be real stores. Scammers imperson-
ate these companies using sophisti-
cated designs and layouts, possibly
stolen logos, and even a ‘.com.au’
domain name and stolen Australian

Business Number.

The biggest tip-off that a retail
website is a scam is the method of
payment. Scammers will often ask
you to pay using a money order,
pre-loaded money card, or wire
transfer. If you send your money
this way, it’s unlikely you will see
it again or receive your purchased
item.

Other+s to watch for

Scamwatch has reported of an-
other scam targeting Telstra cus-

Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

v landscaping ¢ windbreaks ¢ shelter belts

4842 8014 0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

Currockbilly

tomers. The scammers claim that
the victim has overpaid a phone or
internet bill and ask the victim to
enter their personal details to claim
the refund.

Telstra urges customers to refer
to My Telstra at myid.telstra.com
for accurate account information.

Scammers have now begun im-
personating defence personnel to
con their victims into falling for ve-
hicle ad scams, according to
Scamwatch.gov.au. Scammers post
fake online listings offering to sell
in-demand cars at well below mar-
ket value to lure potential buyers
looking for a second hand vehicle.
Scammers seek payment to secure
the car for the buyer but never de-
liver the vehicle.

Scamwatch is urging website
owners to be wary of a scam target-
ing .au pages and sites. Scammers
are impersonating .au Domain Ad-
ministration @auda and asking
people to upload their personal doc-
uments. Fraudulent emails are
being sent out asking recipients to
verify personal information regard-
ing the domain holder.

There has been an increase in re-
ports of scammers impersonating
the ANZ banking institution to gain

access to sensitive information and
data via text messages. This type of
scam is referred to as ‘phishing’.
The text message claiming to be
from the ANZ tells the user that
there has been unsuccessful log in
attempts on their account or that the
account has been restricted.

Don’t click on any links in the
text message and delete it immedi-
ately. This is a scam.

Scammers are once again imper-
sonating myGov representatives to
target Australians. The scammer
will claim that the person is eligible
for a $106.95 refund. This scam
may be via email or phone.

Scam callers pretending to be
from the NSW Police Force are
threatening call recipients with
fines or arrest. The scammer states
that the person receiving the call
has an outstanding fine or warrant.
They then demand a form of pay-
ment to prevent arrest or further
court action.

Reports also indicate that the
scammers ask for a copy of a dri-
ver’s licence and photo for ‘identi-
fication purposes’

If you’re concerned, verify by
contacting your local police or the
Police Assistance Line on 131 444.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Braidwood Uniting Church

Last year Dr Eileen Feliciano, a psychologist
from New York' published a list of tips for
protecting our Mental Health Wellness while
we were in lock-down.

Some of the very practical ideas of encourage-
ment were: keep to a normal bedtime routine;
dress for the social life you would like to be hav-
ing (maybe ever wear bright colours); get out-
side into creation each day; reach out to others
to seek and also provide support; stay hydrated
and eat well; make something; find something
to have a laugh about; make a note of the good
in the world; give everyone the benefit of the
doubt and practice “radical self-acceptance”,
being cooped up doesn’t bring the best out of
most of us; and remind yourself daily that this is
temporary, it is a season of life and it will pass.
Good advice to take to heart, however, [ wonder
what you are doing to protect your spiritual
health? Here are a few of my ideas:
choose a verse of Scripture to meditate on:
write it out and stick where you’ll see it often;
read it every day and see if you can learn it off
by heart;
listen to the worship music that you like and
sing along with gusto (maybe even dance?);
write a prayer of thanksgiving for all those
who are faced with the frontlines of trauma in
our world with Covid-19, violence, national
disasters, and unrest, and pray it every day
(maybe you could email or post it to others,
and they could join the prayer);
construct a personal sacred space for a home-
retreat, maybe add a candle, and a picture that
inspires you to worship;
read through the book of Psalms, there you
will find verses that give words to every feel-
ing known to humanity; and
join Radio Church on Sunday at 6pm, or one
of the many Church services on the internet.
We don’t have to put our spiritual life on hold
through lock-down, we can explore new ways
of exploring and growing our spirituality in our
own space. May God’s peace and wisdom sur-
round you as you navigate this unfamiliar sea-
son. Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher and the
congregation of Braidwood Uniting Church.
Radio Church 6pm on Sunday.

drjuliefletcher@gmail.com
1 https://www.flhealthcare.com.au/mental-health-well-
ness-tips-for-quarantine/

Highgate IT Services

Your Local IT Specialist
Fixing your computer
problems since 2006

Gordon Waters e

0422 921 269 mem

gordon@nighgateit.com au I

—

St Bede’s Parish

REFLECTION on the Gospel of Mark 7:1-8,
14-15,21-23 by Greg Sunter

Historical Context - Pharisees

Pharisees were mostly lay men (i.e. generally
not Priests) who were characterised by a strict
observance of the Torah as well as an oral tradi-
tion of teaching and interpretation. They be-
lieved that the Torah required interpretation - by
engaging in this interpretation they participated
in God’s ongoing revelation. They also had a
strong belief that all Jewish people were called
to be a priestly people. This belief naturally put
them at odds with the Priests of the Temple.
After the destruction of the Temple in 70 CE, the
teachings of the Pharisees gained prominence
and eventually developed into Rabbinic Judaism
that continues today.

Scriptural context - Mark’s Audience

It is widely believed that the Gospel of Mark
was written for a predominantly Greek-speak-
ing, Gentile audience. Today’s gospel passage is
a perfect example of literary evidence that has
been used to establish this position. The gospel
writer clearly explains the Jewish practice of
washing to the elbows before eating and ritual
cleansing upon return from the marketplace
where they would have encountered Gentiles.
Obviously, a Jewish audience would not need
this explanation. This practice of looking for in-
formation about the author and their audience
within the text itself is a form of Literary Criti-
cism.

Gospel Focus - The things within

We live in a culture that is very quick to lay
blame on external factors; some people are very
reluctant to accept responsibility for their own
actions and look for opportunities to distance
themselves from feelings of guilt or even regret.
Jesus makes it very clear that evil intentions -
the things that make a person ‘unclean’ - actually
come from within. He presents a confronting list
of the things that come from within and we may
be able to add others relevant to our own time.
In our culture of no personal responsibility, Jesus
challenges us to rethink just where the buck does
stop.

The church will be closed to the public for the
duration of the NSW lockdown. All other groups
and meetings are also cancelled until further no-
tice, including the Krawarree Mass set down for
29 August and the monthly markets on 28th.

While our churches are closed, Archbishop
Christopher would like to invite all to pray the
Rosary via Zoom Wednesdays and Fridays at 4
pm. If you don’t have internet, you could join
by saying the Rosary by yourselves.

All you need are your Rosary beads and your
intentions.

TIME: Every Wednesday and Friday at 4 pm
sharp!

Don’t forget you can watch Mass 11am on
Sundays and weekdays at 12.15pm:

https://catholicvoice.org.au/mass-online

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

Help us to learn from the trees to be your
people.

Like the strong oak with its deep roots,

establish us in your word, in community, in
prayer.

Like the graceful willow bending in the wind,

strengthen us to withstand tumults and trials.

Like the tall pine, true and straight,

make us pure and single-minded, always
looking to you.

Like the rustling poplar, shining and
shimmering,

give us joy in the winds of life.

Like the stately sycamore lining smoggy city
streets,

empower us to grow where we are planted,
regardless of conditions.

Like the delicate peach tree,

make us fruitful and sweet in the lives of those
around us.

Like the aromatic eucalypt, evergreen in hard
seasons,

allow us to produce the fragrance of mercy
even when we are broken.

Remembering the tree of Calvary,
teach us the value of taking up our cross
daily in service for others.

Anglican worship service Sunday 29th August
will be held at 10am via Zoom.
Contact:
angbraidwood@bigpond.com for log in details.

&

If you are experiencing
domestic violence during
COVID-19:

000 Call Triple Zero (000) for all emergencies.
ocind

Call or attend your local police station and speak toa
police officer.

| Ifyou speak a language other than English, police wil

< arrange an interprater for you at any time.

If you would like to speak with a Multicultural
) Liaison Officer, ask if thera is one available at your
' station. Remember all police officers are trained in
domestic violence,

If it is not urgent, but you require advice and
assistance and do not want to o police at this
stage, call 1800 RESPECT (180 32). They are
open 24 hours to support people impacted by sexual
assault, domestic or family violence and abuse.

covos I & | ©
ot | it
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Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and

local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

GOLF NEWS

Golf can be played during the
lockdown with certain restrictions,
which include:

No one who has been to Syd-
ney/played golf in Sydney since
July 9(date of Greater Sydney lock-
down) will be admitted.

Carts will be allowed (weather
permitting) - Recommend that there
is only one driver for each cart &
book through the Men’s Captain,
Mark Newman 0409 250 713.

e Don’t touch/remove the flags
when putting

¢ No rakes in bunkers

Preferred lies in play in the Gen-

eral Area of the golf course and in

bunkers - max one diagonal card

length no nearer the hole

e Mark your own score card, but

verbally confirm scores after each

hole with only one signature re-

quired on your own score card.

Players MUST check in using the

NSW Services App- on the buggy

room door.

Players MUST carry a mask for

use before and after golf - masks

will not be provided by the club

Men’s results Saturday August
21:

Single Stableford - Greg and Les
Hart Trophy with thanks to Greg &
Les for their sponsorship

Results

Winner: Gordon Scott 35 pts

Runner Up: Michael Toirkens 34
pts c/b

Ball Comp: Mark Newman 34
pts, Brendan Sly 34 pts, David
Jones 32 pts, Spiro Agnew 31pts,

STOP PRESS

RAIN
BRINGS
TALK
RELIEF

Don Burke 30 pts c/b

Handicap Changes: Gordon Scott
down 1 to 29, Roger Hovey out 1 to
22,

John Stahel out 1 to 17

Congratulations to Brendan Sly
who got an eagle on the 7th hole.

Women’s Results

Single Stableford - Braidwood
Beauty Studio Trophy, many thanks
Emily, for your generous support.

Winner: Margy Gardner 34pts

Runner Up: Debby Ferguson
33pts

Ball Comp: Donna Kuhn 32,
Michelle Henry 30, Judy Scott 28

Handicap Changes: Barb Stuart
out 1 to 32

Coming Events:

August 28 Saturday: Men’s Sin-
gle Stableford — Steve Cansell Tro-
phy

Women’s Single Stableford —
Amanda Hall Trophy

September 4 Saturday: Men’s &
Women’s Stroke (Monthly Medals)

September 11 Saturday: Men’s
Single Stableford —Terry Hughes
Trophy

Women’s 2BBB Stableford — Di
Freeman Trophy

September 12 Sunday: Braid-
wood Women’s Open Day

September 18 Saturday: Medley
Canadian Foursomes - SHOT GUN
START

Dick & Virginia Groot Obbink
Trophy with the Annual General
Meeting to follow the game

came to us!”

“We couldn’t go to th snow, so W pretened it

VIRTUAL SPORT

Maya Carroll 4 years.

STAR TIMES

Loodcroodandunafrood

The Prime Minister looked about
his cabinet in search of a pithy
anecdote to inject into COVID
debate. Barnaby walked by with
Matt Canavan. Craig Kelly was
peering wistfully through the pot
plants, his days are numbered
sure, but he still has a few
months left to peddle Clive’s
stash of hydroxychloroquine.
Suddenly an image of cavemen
formed in the PM’s brain. “I'm
surrounded by primitives,” he
thought. “I'm the one to invent
fire, the wheel, going out and
having a good time ... it’s just
those fuddy old Premiers who’re
scared their hospitals will be
overrun with dying people.”

It’snotreallyfunnybut

Oh, the excuses you hear. There
was the bloke who turned up at
the funeral of an acquaintance.
It had been carefully curated to
have no more than the allowed
ten mourners but he made the
eleventh. When the police ar-
rived he was indignant. “I'm not
a bloody mourner,” he ex-
claimed. “I'm delighted the old
bastard has popped off!”.

OpenthedriversdoorHal

“Sorry, I don’t think you should
park here Dave,” says the car.
U.S. car manufacturers have
been forced to divulge just how
much information their cars col-
lect. Reportedly they have agreed
to: “provide customers with
clear, meaningful information
about the types of information
collected and how it is used ...”
It seems that the cars are not just
talking about ignition timing or
injector settings, but using con-
nection to smart phones to
syphon off all sorts of personal
data. Like comparing notes with
the car in front about what type
of cheapskate oil you just bought
on your Visa card ... or worse?

Thesunneedsnofixing

The world’s most advanced (read
expensive) coal-fired power
plant has blown its brains out.
The newly completed Medupi
coal plant in South Africa, which
cost $A21 billion, had an
episode where the manager said
sadly, “the ends of the generator
have been blown off, the genera-
tor is destroyed, and it will have
to be replaced.” He added, “this
generator is irreparable. If you
follow the right procedure the
probability of an accident is very
very low. It could be just poor
training, inexperience or incom-
petence.” And of course there so
little of that around, eh?

Braidwood'’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,

43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
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