
Last Friday’s winds were more
than mere inconvenience to a few
landholders with reports of trees
down across the region.

A huge eucalypt that came down
at Jerabat Springs Animal Refuge
however, required two SES teams
to remove from a fence.

Pixie and Paul Garcia were
alerted to the incident by their dog
barking furiously.

“After all the rain the ground is
soft and the tree just came down
over the fence. The fence was
completely crushed,” Ms Garcia
said. “Paul’s just had surgery for
carpel tunnel so he wasn’t able to
do anything so I called the SES.”

The Braidwood SES unit dis-
patched two teams to the property

where, according to Ms Garcia, the
operation to remove the tree took
several hours.

“They had to delimb the tree
first before they could do anything.
It was huge, the root system alone
must have been about six metres
across.”

Ms Garcia said she couldn’t
praise the SES team highly
enough.

“They were wonderful,” she
said. “The lady I spoke to on the
phone when I reported the incident
was lovely and the team arrived
quickly and just got to work. They
even let Charlie [the Garcia’s one-
year old grandson] sit in the truck.”

Fortunately the fence was the
only casualty of the incident. The
Garcias were in the process of
moving a ram and a goat into the
affected paddock and while the
fence still needs to be repaired
properly, the SES team had the tree
removed and the paddock ready
for occupation within hours of the
tree coming down.

The Bureau of Meteorology said
that the winds were caused by an
intense low pressure system mov-
ing across Bass Strait, pushing the
wind ahead of it. The automatic
weather station at the Braidwood
racecourse recorded gusts of up to
70 kilometres per hour on Friday
afternoon. There is more rain fore-
cast for the district towards the end
of this week.
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Tue: 10° 21° 80%
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Pixie with the fallen tree.

Robin Tennant-Wood



By the time Issue #40 of Braid-
wood’s Changing Times goes to
press the 2021 Melbourne Cup
will have been run and won. 

After the race was run without
spectators at Flemington last year
due to the lockdown, organisers
were planning for 21,000 people to
attend the biggest day on the racing
calendar this year.

However, where the Cup was
once a major glamour event, with
the fashion every bit as riveting as
the race itself, the popularity of the
race and its associated excesses is
dwindling in its status and attrac-
tion.

There are two factors at play
here: one is the issue of animal

welfare. In the last eight Mel-
bourne Cup races, seven horses
have died. Since the first Mel-
bourne Cup was run in 1861, the
total number of deaths of horses ei-
ther during or as a direct result of
the race is ten. What’s changed in
the past decade that has led to such
an increase?

The Melbourne Cup is a presti-
gious race and the prizemoney on
offer is huge: the owners of the
winning horse receive $4.4 million
dollars. There is an obvious incen-
tive for the horses to be pushed to
the limit. Trainers, owners and
jockeys don’t want to injure these
animals and are understandably
devastated when accidents result in

the euthanasia of a horse, but in a
field of 24 runners, all of them
weighing in at around 500 kilo-
grams and the aim of the exercise
being the first over the line, the re-
sult is all too often tragic.

Animal welfare has been high-
lighted in recent years as a result of
the upswing in horse deaths, with
a campaign called Nup to the Cup.
Alternative events are now being
held under the Nup to the Cup ban-
ner with proceeds of fundraising
going to charity. The Nup to the
Cup publicity is also affecting
celebrity appearances: two years
ago, the last time a ‘full’ Mel-
bourne Cup was held, American
singer, Taylor Swift, and Lexus
ambassador and model, Megan
Gale, both pulled out of the event
due to concerns about animal wel-
fare.

The second factor resulting in

dwindling interest in the race is,
perhaps, a new austerity. The Mel-
bourne Cup has become synony-
mous with excess: excess in
gambling; excess in alcohol con-
sumption; excess in money spent
on fashion and other luxuries.
While many people are finding it
challenging to make ends meet on
a daily basis, the sight of so much
waste is galling. Where carpark
parties were once lavish, extrava-
gant affairs, they are now seen as
tacky and wasteful.

The stats tell the story: from
crowds of around 123,000 at Flem-
ington in the early 2000s, in 2019
just over 81,000 people attended.
The TV audience, likewise has
dropped: from 2.5 million in the
early 2000s to 1.4 million last year. 

Cup Day parties and fundraisers
are still popular and are likely to
remain so, but the days of the uber-
glamorous Cup appear to be over.
Perhaps, like the horses, it’s time
for us all to look to different pas-
tures for our entertainment.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

The race that used
to stop the nation

Southern NSW Local Health Dis-
trict has been notified of four new
COVID-19 cases in the 24 hours
to 8.00pm Monday night Nov 1. 

This brings the total cases in
SNSWLHD to 467 since the start
of the current outbreak in June. 

The four new cases are in the
Queanbeyan Palerang region.
Three are in Karabar and are under
investigation. One case is in
Googong and is linked to a known
case. 

Southern NSW Local Health
District is urging community
members to continue to come for-
ward for vaccination and to be alert
for any symptoms that could signal
COVID-19, including headache,
nausea, sore throat, runny nose,
cough, loss of smell or taste, or
fever. If symptoms appear, people
must isolate and get tested imme-
diately, and remain isolated until a
negative result is received. 

Everyone aged 12 years and
over is eligible for a free COVID-
19 vaccination. COVID-19 vac-
cines have proven to be safe,
effective and life-saving. 

NSW Health state-run clinics are
now offering a booster dose, using

the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, to
individuals aged 18 and over. 

This booster shot will help peo-
ple maintain a high level of protec-
tion against the COVID-19 virus,
including the Delta variant. 

People aged 18 years and older
may receive a booster at least six
months after receiving their second
dose of any of the COVID-19 vac-
cines registered for use in Aus-
tralia. 

First, second and booster vacci-
nations can be booked through the
COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Finder. 

Venues of concern are listed on
the NSW Health website.

There are more than 500
COVID-19 testing locations across
NSW. A full list of SNSWLHD’s
clinic sites and hours is also avail-
able on the website.

Four new COVID-19
cases in Southern NSW
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299

GOOD
CITIZEN

1000 2222 3333
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Upper Shoalhaven Landcare
Council (USLC) is pleased to
have been awarded the Founda-
tion for National Parks & Wildlife
(FNPW) Bushfire Recovery
Nursery Grant to build a new
community nursery in Braid-
wood. 

The nursery will supply native
tubestock for local restoration proj-
ects. 

The charity partner of Aus-
tralia’s National Parks, FNPW has
a national focus on “Creating Parks
and Saving Species,” selecting
USLC because of its commitment
to supporting Australia’s conserva-
tion efforts for generations to
come. 

Chair of USLC, Jane Ambrose
said that this grant would be vital
to progressing their project and to
provide an ongoing supply of na-
tive tubestock to local organisa-
tions, community groups and
individuals for regeneration proj-
ects such as creation of wind-
breaks, enhancement of existing
and creation of new habitats, and
encouraging more native species
back to our region following the
bushfires of 2019/20. “We’re very
thankful to the FNPW for its sup-
port through this grant and are
looking forward to playing a vital
role in supporting bushfire and
other restoration projects in Aus-
tralia’s natural environment.” 

FNPW is focused on helping
fund projects that have a direct
conservation outcome, an environ-
mental education program and
support Australia’s cultural her-
itage. FNPW CEO, Ian Darbyshire
said: “The purpose of our commu-
nity grants is to assist in the protec-
tion of our native species, habitats,
landscapes and cultural heritage.

FNPW’s USLC Bushfire Recovery
Nursery is an example of the
proactive work being done by our
local communities around the
country.” USLC is planning to
build the Bushfire Recovery Nurs-
ery in the township of Braidwood
on the southern tablelands of
NSW. 

USLC has also been granted
funds from Landcare under the
Landcare Led Bushfire Recovery
Grants Program to appoint a part-
time manager to get the nursery up
and functioning, including produc-
tion of a manual, protocols for seed
collection, and training of volun-
teers. 

For further information on
FNPW, visit www.fnpw.org.au 

To find out more about the
USLC Bushfire Recovery Nursery,
visit facebook.com/upper.landcare

Organisation Contact: Chair,
Jane Ambrose, email: jeambrose
@iinet.net.au
About the Foundation for Na-
tional Parks & Wildlife 

The Foundation for National
Parks & Wildlife is the charity
partner of Australia’s national
parks. The non-government organ-
isation is on a mission to safeguard
wilderness & wildlife for future
generations. With over 50 years of
experience and a track record of
establishing successful projects,
the organisation works with all
State, Territory and Federal gov-
ernments to identify land pur-
chases, and then assist with funds
to acquire that land.

The Landcare Led Bushfire Re-
covery Grants Program is sup-
ported by the Australian
Government’s Bushfire Recovery
Program for Wildlife and their
Habitat.

Bushfire Recovery
Nursery in Braidwood
Upper Shoalhaven Landcare press release

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

There have been many plaudits
about the brightly painted front of
Braidwood’s Old Anglican Hall –
and rightly. 

Master Builder Frank Sells and
his team have done a great job.
Last Saturday it was the inside of
the building that got attention.
Members of the Committee aided
by Citizen Volunteers cleaned out,
dusted and scrubbed up the main
Hall, turning it from construction
site to usable space.

It was a massive task. All the
stacks of timber, drums of paint
and other materials had to be
moved and stored in the ‘Supper
Room’ on the east side of the
building. As the kitchen is in
process of being rebuilt and fitted
out nothing could go in there, so
there was lots of stacking up in the
smaller space. When it was all
cleared the sawdust had to be
swept up filling many black rub-
bish bags. 

Laura Moriarty was hailed as

Volunteer Expert in charge of
black bags. Then the floor had to
be swept again and then after that
mopped clean. Fortunately Roger
James had not only volunteered
himself but also his industrial vac-
uum cleaner. This made things
much easier. 

The hundred or so chairs for use
when the Hall is hired are stacked
at the northern end of the room.
These too had to be taken down,
dusted and wiped clean. Lastly, the
windows were attended to and
opened for the first time in years.
All four had been painted over
whilst shut. When they were fi-
nally pushed up a welcome breeze
blew through the place bringing
promise of better times to come.

There is still much repair and
restoration to be done and the Hall
won’t be available for hire for
many months yet. But even so
everyone was delighted by the
transformation achieved. Congrat-
ulations to ALL.

It’s clean-up time at
the Old Anglican Hall
Gill Burke



Despite the COVID restrictions,
the Committee and members of
the Braidwood Community Asso-
ciation have been active in pro-
gressing a number of projects and
issues, especially with the upcom-
ing Council election in mind. 

The BCA Priority Survey is al-
most complete, and the top six
community issues and projects
identified by this survey will be put
to the candidates for the new
QPRC Council as commitments on
their part to supporting Braidwood.

Almost 200 residents of the 2622
postcode responded to the survey. This
is a very high response in terms of sur-
veys of this kind.  

To follow this up the BCA
has organised a

Meet the Candidates event
on Tuesday, 9 November.  It will

be held at the Braidwood
Servicemen’s Club at 6.00pm.

The BCA is working with the
Braidwood and Villages Business
Chamber with the organisation of
this event and the questions to be
put to candidates. 

These are the top 6 issues/pro-
jects from our BCA survey re-
sponses.  

1. Better maintenance of un-
sealed roads — Fully meet main-
tenance schedule and more
transparency and communication
of schedule.    

2. Long-term strategic plan for
Braidwood — Including locations
of future housing and industrial de-
velopment, possible bypass/ring
road, social housing, commitment
to heritage protection and beautifi-
cation, tourism development etc.

3. Securing Braidwood’s water
supply — QPRC is undertaking a
review of water security for Braid-
wood, and depending on the out-
come of that review, additional
source options may be considered.

4. Environmental enhance-
ment — eg. more tree planting for
shade within town and along roads,
protection of significant trees,
management of creeks to improve
public access, and encourage bird-
watching and platypus viewing.

 5. Preservation of Braid-
wood’s heritage — More funding

to maintain heritage buildings. Full
and consistent application of the
Braidwood Development Control
Plan 2006.

6. Harmonisation of water,
sewerage and waste charges
across QPRC — overall Braid-
wood residential charges are sig-
nificantly higher than those
charged in Queanbeyan. In 2021-
22 they are higher by $867.

There are other issues that are
also very important to our commu-
nity and which have been noted in
the survey, and the BCA will be
following these up with the new
Council after the election.

Please note, if you intend to at-
tend the Meet the Candidates
event, it is a condition of entry to
the Servicemen’s Club that you
have evidence of full COVID vac-
cination.

There is still time to “have your
say”  so if you want to complete
the survey, it is available on:
https://www.surveymonkey.com

/r/82YDZZH

BCA Community Calendar
With life getting back to normal,

the BCA Community events calen-
dar is up and running again with all
known local events at:

https://www.braidwood
community.org.au/community-

events-2/  
Add this address to your

favourites bar on your browser and
be one click away to knowing
what’s going on. If you are only in-
terested in special one-off events
just search ‘special event’.  If you
want to add an event, simply click
the submit event button and com-
plete the form.

4 — Wednesday, November 3, 2021 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Local businessman, Karuna Bajracharya, is
throwing his hat into the council election
arena again with a ticket of six candidates.

At the 2016 council election, Mr Bajracharya
stood as an independent (below the line) can-
didate and secured over 400 votes. While this
wasn’t enough to get him elected, it gave him
the motivation and confidence to have a second
shot, this time with a group, which will give
him a spot above the line.

While the order of candidates on his ticket
has not been finalised, Bajracharya has an-
nounced that, as well as himself, his ticket will
consist of: Adam Honey, Keith Potger, Claire
Docherty, Dee Alchin and Nathan Pharaoh.
With the exception of Ms Docherty, all are
Braidwood residents. Ms Docherty, who works
as Director Communications with the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, is a Bungendore resident.

On the advice of his wife, Karuna said he had
to “make the time and space” to run for council
and, potentially, become a councillor. 

He has done this by employing a full-time
chef and an apprentice bar manager for his
business, Smokey Horse. 

“I’ve been recently diagnosed with ADHD,”
he said, “and I have a tendency to take on too
much and have no concept of how long things
will take.” By putting a strategy into place to
enable him to be flexible with time, he will be

Karuna to take
another shot at
QPRC
Robin Tennant-Wood

Top community issues to be put to candidates
Braidwood Community Association NEWS Sue Murray

able to campaign more actively and, if elected,
have the time to handle the added responsibili-
ties.

Mr Bajracharya said that he has looked at all
13 issues the Braidwood Community Associa-
tion’s survey has put forward as priorities and
he believes they are all worthwhile and will be
championing both the BCA and Braidwood and
the Villages Business Chamber if elected.

His motivation for standing is driven in part
by a disillusionment with the direction of poli-
tics generally. “We have an ex-premier and ex-
deputy premier who are under investigation,”
he said. “Young people, in particular, are look-
ing at this and being turned off politics. 

“If honest people don’t stand up and have a
go, we’re stuck with the corruption forever.”

In terms of policy, one of Bajracharya’s key
concerns is low cost housing in Braidwood. He
believes that council should insist that future
housing developments include a mandatory
10% low cost housing. 

Like fellow candidate, Bill Waterhouse, he is
appalled at the money being spent on the beau-
tification of Crawford Street in Queanbeyan
while “people’s cars are being wrecked on the
regional roads.” He is also concerned about the
disparity in rates being paid by residents across
the region.

Karuna Bajracharya



What will you do with your vote
in the forthcoming local govern-
ment elections? 

These local government elec-
tions are more important than you
might think. The council elected
on 4 December will serve almost
three years in what scientists tell us
is the critical decade to cut green-
house gas emissions to have a
50/50 chance of avoiding danger-
ous climate change.

Human activity has caused a
profound shift in the planet’s cli-
mate systems; we are already deal-
ing with a hotter world with more
extreme droughts, floods and bush-
fires. 

Mopping up the damage and dis-
ruption will absorb an increasing
share of national wealth, instead of
being available to invest in health
care, housing, education and inno-
vation. And the wildlife and land-
scapes we love will be at risk of
irreversible harm. 

This is as much an economic
issue as an ethical and environ-
mental one. 

During the 2019-20 bushfire

emergency, three major fires
across our district (North Black
Range, Charleys Forest and Jin-
den) destroyed 122,729 ha of bush
and grass (20% of the local gov-
ernment area), 57 homes, and more
than 150 outbuildings. There were
substantial stock losses, and over
3,000 km of fencing destroyed.
Thankfully, no lives were lost in
the district, and firefighters saved
some 600 properties.

By QPRC’s own assessment, the
damage caused by catastrophic
bushfires, the floods that followed
them, and the local impacts of
COVID-19 (such as venue clo-
sures) in 2020 alone, cost the coun-
cil $2 million. 

When Braidwood’s drinking
water supply dried up in early
2020, the cost to cart drinking
water from Canberra’s dams was
almost $60,000 for just three
weeks.  

To  meaningfully address the
challenges that climate change
presents, we need firm carbon
emissions targets to work towards,
a plan for how to reach them, and

the means to support the steps that
will get us there. 

We also need a plan to adapt to
the climate change that is already
happening. This includes preparing
for more extreme weather and
emergencies triggered by extreme
conditions.

If elected to QPRC, Greens
councillors will work for strong ac-
tion on climate change, including
more renewable energy, better
waste management, improved
building regulations, and sustain-
able transport.

We are also committed to pro-

tecting our local environment and
built heritage, real transparency in
council dealings and decision-
making, and genuine consultation
that involves people in the deci-
sions that affect them.

While we know that basics like
traffic and waste are important,
both the bushfires and COVID
have shown us that we cannot af-
ford to separate local issues  from
the bigger picture. The Greens plan
for Queanbeyan-Palerang makes
the link between global challenges
and local action.
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Vote for change this local election
Greens QPRC council election press release

The Greens lead candidates for Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council are Katrina Willis from Queanbeyan and Forbes Gordon
from Braidwood.
Katrina has been active on local environmental issues for more than

10 years. She previously worked as a journalist and for former
Australian Greens leaders, senators Christine Milne and Bob Brown,
and currently works on environmental policy in the Australian Public
Service.
Forbes is a long-time resident of Braidwood who farmed in the

district for many years before working as a lawyer. He has been active
on refugee issues and also served on the former Tallaganda Council.
Both Katrina and Forbes are supporters of Landcare.
Find out more about The Greens policies for Queanbeyan-Palerang

at https://greensoncouncil.org.au/queanbeyan-palerang/
Facebook: GreensforQPRC/

Authorised by Sylvia Hale for The Greens NSW,
Suite D, 263-279 Broadway, GLEBE NSW 2037



Applications are again invited for
our Braidwood and Bungendore
Community Bank Branch Schol-
arship Program. 

This program is needs based and
merit based.  It is intended to pro-
vide assistance for study related
expenses.  These include accom-
modation, course costs, study re-
lated materials and equipment, text
books, tutoring and educational
travel within Australia.

Since beginning in 2007, this
program has evolved to best suit
the needs of young school leavers.
Now, with a careful interview
process, and more options in re-
gard to scholarship awards, the
program is able to give the best
possible support for our local stu-
dents…. not only to make study
possible, but to provide sufficient
incentive for them to achieve their
goals.

Braidwood & Bungendore Com-
munity Bank® Branch Chairman
Shane Holness said ‘the Commu-
nity Bank® Branch Scholarship

Towell, encourages students who
will be commencing their tertiary
studies in 2022, to place an appli-
cation.  There are funds available
for students intending to undertake
TAFE study and University study.
Successful applicants will initially
receive funding for one year and,
after review of their results, the
scholarship may be renewed to as-
sist in the second year of their
study.  

“The Community Bank®
Branch Scholarship Program is a
transformative undertaking that
changes the lives of local students,
strengthens communities for the
long term and is a tangible exam-
ple of the good that banking with
us can achieve.”

“Our young people are our fu-
ture and we believe they deserve
the best support possible to help
forge their careers and achieve
their dreams.”

Questions in regard to the Braid-
wood & Bungendore Community
Bank® Scholarship Program for
2022 may be made directly to the
program coordinator (Dale Towell,
0422 367 011), by visiting our
Braidwood and Bungendore
Branches where staff will provide
a handout with more details, or by
accessing our website:

www.bendigobank.com.au/
scholarships.
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November 2021 marks the 200th
anniversary of European settle-
ment of the Braidwood district,
and a Cultural Grant from Quean-
beyan-Palerang Regional Council
has contributed to a future week-
end event to mark the milestone.

Originally planned to coincide
with the actual bicentenary, the
event to recognise the arrival of the
first Europeans to the district and
to acknowledge 60,000 years of In-
digenous habitation was necessar-
ily postponed to February 2022
due to uncertainty about the
COVID lockdown.

The event, the name and theme
of which is yet to be announced,
will be held on the last weekend of
February, with activities in Ryrie
Park, National Theatre and various
Braidwood locations. It is sup-
ported by Two Fires Festival Inc,
and includes broad community
support.

Two Fires president, Sheelagh
Noonan, said that the grant from
QPRC will contribute towards
bringing speakers and musicians
from out of town. “The event will
include story-telling, book discus-
sions and a concert,” she said.

“This is an opportunity to have
conversations, reflecting on the
events of the past 200 years in the
Braidwood district, whilst ac-
knowledging the ancient culture of
the traditional owners, and their
ongoing guidance in such areas as
fire management and living with
our unique environment.”

Whilst planning is still at an
early stage, it is envisaged that
local schools and other community
organisations will be part of the
event.

Ms Noonan expressed the or-
ganisers’ thanks to QPRC for its
support via the awarding of the
$3000 Cultural Grant.  

QPRC assists
with local
milestone
Robin Tennant-Wood

Two-Fires Festival 2019.

Supporting your community

Monday – Friday  9.30am – 4.30pm
Telephone 4842 1700

Program, was an investment in ed-
ucation which yields great long-
term dividends and by helping
young people gain access to terti-
ary education, the returns to the
student, their families and the local
community are significant’.

Applications for the current pro-
gram opened on 18 October this
year, and will close on 31 January
2022.  Program coordinator, Dale

Helping our students
Dale Towell

Previous recipient Emily Lavis with Karen Cairns.

Previous recipient Jarrah Knowles with Nick Fry.



Braidwood CWA Branch are
pleased to report that we applied
for and received a Potts Point
Grant of $10,000 from the CWA
of NSW. 

This has enabled us to have our
building painted, both inside and
out. Our front fence was also
painted. As you can see in the
photo, this has given new life to
our rooms, with necessary repairs
done along the way. During this
time, we have been cleaning cup-
boards out and finding treasures
accumulated over the years.

We are looking forward to in-
stalling new shelves for storage
and we also received a very gener-
ous donation from a local business
to have new curtains made. All this

I have recently taken delivery of
a couple of CDs released by
Canadian singer/songwriter Caity
Gyorgy (pronounced like
George). I’d like to offer you a
quick introduction to this wonder-
ful young singer.

Gyorgy is a Toronto and Mon-
treal based vocalist who is known
in her home country for singing
bebop and swing music. She was
called one of JazzFM91’s ‘8 Cana-
dian Women in Jazz You Need to
Know’. If you’re an Instagram user
(I’m not), you may be interested to
know that Gyorgy runs an account
entitled “@Liftaday” where she
has gained global recognition from
her transcription videos of iconic
jazz solos that are viewed daily by
thousands of people. She has
posted over 180 videos since 2018.

She is also an avid writer and
composes songs in the style of the
Great American Songbook. Her
compositions have been sung by
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LODGE OF TRUTH BRAIDWOOD NO. 26
UNITED GRAND LODGE OF NEW SOUTH WALES
AND THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY.

Ever thought of becoming a Freemason?
Freemasonry is made up of men from all walks
of life, serving their community while engaged
self-improvement, building friendships and

seeking excellence in all pursuits 

Lodge of Truth, Braidwood has been in our
community for over 160 years and we invite you

to become a member of Braidwood’s
longest serving fraternity.

If this interests you, please call Phil Shoemark on
0427 422046 for more information about

membership.

MUSIC MATTERS David McClymont 
other vocalists around the world,
and she was recently crowned the
Grand Prize Winner of the 2021
John Lennon Songwriting Contest
in the Jazz category for her song
Secret Safe.

Gyorgy has a beautiful voice
and superb phrasing and

timing. 

Her first album No Bounds, re-
leased in 2020, was a mix of Song-
book standards and self-penned
compositions. I particularly like
her version of the classic ‘East of
the Sun’. Her latest album Now
Pronouncing is what might be de-
scribed as an EP as it’s only about
20 minutes long. It contains her
original compositions, all crafted
as if they are from the 1950s with
more modern lyrics. 

Something that stands out about
Gyorgy (apart from her lovely
voice) is her ability to ‘scat’ sing.
According to jazz legend, scatting

started with Louis Armstrong who,
in the middle of a recording ses-
sion, dropped the sheet of paper he
was holding which had lyrics on it.
He immediately started improvised
singing which became known as
scatting. Now, as far as I am con-
cerned, very few singers can scat
such that it sounds genuinely part
of their vocal repertoire. Gyorgy is
a master scatter. She uses her voice
as an instrument very successfully.

Have a listen to Caity Gyorgy. I
hope you’ll be as impressed as I
am.

has been very exciting until we
came to a standstill due to Covid,
however we look forward to re-
suming our activities when it is
safe to do so again. Our members
launched a Cookbook late last year
and it has been very successful,
some proceeds from this have also
contributed towards the cost of the
painting.

We are fortunate to have had
some new younger members join
our Branch, and it is such a good
feeling to know that our building
has been improved and updated
when looking towards the Future.
Thank you to CWA of NSW again
for our g rant. 

The Braidwood CWA in Wal-
lace Street was built in 1936 at the

cost of 485 pounds plus 1200
pounds for water connection and
amenities. They were used exten-
sively as memorial rest rooms and
as the Baby Health centre. During
World War II, the CWA ladies
conducted fundraising afternoon
teas and dances, made camouflage
nets, did sewing for the Red Cross
and manned the Braidwood Obser-
vation Post.

At the recent CWA Southern
Tablelands Group AGM, Braid-
wood received an award for the
‘most new members within the last
12 months October 2020/2021’.
Our monthly meeting is held 2nd
Friday of the month at 1pm and
Craft is held on the 2nd and fol-
lowing Mondays of each month as
well as other activities.

Facelift for CWA
Margaret Tuckwell

The CWA’s excellent recipe book.

Caity Gyorgy

David McClymont and Deborah
Thomson are thrilled to finally be
back with the baby grand piano at
the Royal Mail Hotel in Braidwood

on Sunday 14th November.
We look forward to bringing you a
new set list of jazz tunes and some
much needed fun and smiles after

lockdown.
In order to comply with covid

restrictions, there will be two shows
of approximately 1 hour each.

There is no charge but bookings are
essential as each audience will be

capped at 30 people.
Sunday 14th November

First show : 3.15
Second show: 5pm

Please ring the Royal Mail Hotel
on 48422488 to book.

David and Deborah
are back!



8 — Wednesday, November 3, 2021 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
and Regulations

 Documents required to be advertised under NSW 
planning legislation can be viewed by accessing  
bit.ly/DPnotices

NSW ChemClear Collection
Dispose of your unwanted or obsolete agvet chemicals 
in one easy collection.
Group 1 chemicals collected free of charge include 
eligible drumMUSTER products:

 with readable labels
 still in original containers
 not mixed with other products
 within 2 years of expiry or deregistration

Group 2 chemicals are those that have expired and 
are not part of the drumMUSTER program. Group 2 
chemicals may incur a fee for service. There are limits 
for ag and vet chemical resellers.

 Learn more about the program and register at 
chemclear.org.au/register-your-chemical before 
28 January or call 1800 008 182.

Local Government Elections Saturday 4 December 
All residents enrolled to vote will be able to pre-poll for 
this election from 22 November-3 December in their LGA. 
There are also remote voting options including iVote 
and postal voting. See the NSW Electoral Commission 
website for details.
Candidates for the local government elections are 
encouraged to attend the online information sessions 
hosted by the NSW Electoral Commission, as well as the 
candidate information session on 17 November.

 Find your nearest polling location at  
bit.ly/QPRC-POLL

 Find the webinars and nomination information at  
bit.ly/CandidateFAQ 

 See bit.ly/QPRC-LGE for details on our candidate 
information session.

Council Meetings and Times
Council holds Ordinary Meetings on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month and Planning and Strategy 
Committee Meetings on the second Wednesday of each 
month. Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business 
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday prior to 
the meeting from bit.ly/MinutesAgendas. Both meetings 
are live streamed via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast. 
During the current COVID-19 restrictions:

 All Council meetings are closed to the public.
 All Council meetings are livestreamed.
 Councillors and staff will participate electronically.
 Members of the public can submit written or Zoom 

presentations (see below).
 If you have made a submission on a development 

application or a plan/project that is being considered 
by Council, we will let you know when it is being 
presented to Council for consideration.

 Questions on notice can still be submitted (see 
below).

For those wanting to make a presentation on an Agenda 
item, you can make a: 

 Written presentation - submit by midday on Tuesday
 Zoom presentation - register by midday on 

Wednesday
 Register to make a presentation at  

bit.ly/QPRCinvolved
Next meeting dates are:

 10 November- Planning and Strategy Committee 
Meeting

 24 November- Ordinary Council Meeting

Written Questions on Notice
Questions on notice from the community must be 
submitted via email to public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au  
or in writing, by 12pm on the Wednesday prior to the 
meeting. All questions and responses will be tabled at 
each Public Forum, provided to the person who 
asked the questions 
and published on our 
website.

Have Your Say 

Projects & initiatives open for community 
comment

Closing Date 
(2021)

Bunyip Drive and Old Cooma Road 
intersection

9 November

South Jerrabomberra Town Park  
Review of Environmental Factors

8 November

Monaro Street Upgrade Ongoing

Renew 2620 Ongoing

 Find all the details on Council’s engagement hub at  
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au 

Submissions can be made:
 By registering and commenting via  

yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au
 By email to council@qprc.nsw.gov.au (referencing the 

item in the subject line)
 By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
 Delivered in person to Queanbeyan, Bungendore or 

Braidwood offices

Peter Tegart - CEO  
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

1300 735 025  
council@qprc.nsw.gov.au
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang
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Physically: the training will
strengthen your body over a wide
range of movement. The training
will improve your muscle tone,
flexibility, posture and tendon
strength. Being able to see the
physical application of the princi-
ples is very important to see clearly
that they work and how they
work. 
Intellectually: the training will
help with strategy and technique.
The techniques can be applied to
negotiations, sales, training and re-
lationships.
Emotionally: the training can
make people feel more confident,

With restrictions requiring the use
of masks in indoor places, it has
never been a better time to under-
stand the process of infectious
diseases, particularly those spread
by aerosol, airborne or droplet
transmission, such as Canine
Cough.

Canine Cough is the broad term
used to describe the illness associ-
ated with infection after exposure
to either the bacterium Bordetella
bronchiseptica, or the parain-
fluenza virus. Just like human
colds and flus, there are other
viruses that can cause Canine
Cough, but these two are the main
causes, both of which can be pre-
vented or the severity of infection
reduced through an annual vacci-
nation.

Canine Cough was originally re-
ferred to as Kennel Cough, as dogs
seemed to suffer it after a visit to a
dog boarding kennel. The term has
moved to Canine Cough, as it is
much more commonly spread in
the community than once believed,
and not always caught at the ken-
nels! 

Canine Cough is easily transmit-
ted through inhalation of the bac-
teria or virus particles into the
respiratory tract. Transmission still
occurs when dogs are kept in close
proximity, such as in boarding, but
can also be transmitted to your dog
during socialization, dog training,
on your morning walk around the
streets, or even your own backyard
if you have other dogs visiting.

  

Braidwood Veterinary Surgery    Purpose Built Clinic & Mobile Service 
Caring for all your Pets, Horses and Livestock 

Companion Animals Vaccination, diagnostic health, dental procedures, microchipping, routine health care, free dental health 
checks, Science Diet & Delicate Care pet nutrition, parasite prevention, merchandise & more 
On-site Diagnostic Services Ultrasound, x-ray, dental x-ray, in-house blood testing for cats, dogs and horses 
Grooming Services for dogs and cats 
Large Animal Herd Health Management & Cattle Pregnancy Testing  PREgCHECK 
Equine Medicine, Dentistry & Reproduction Services (scanning & AI)   

 

02 4842 2697 
13 Araluen Road Braidwood 

www.braidwoodvetsurgery.com.au 

Dr Greg Gilbert  
& Associates 

 

Your dog may even come into con-
tact with an infected dog if it walks
past your house and comes nose to
nose through your fence.

Canine Cough causes inflamma-
tion of the airways (the larynx and
trachea), causing a dry, hacking
cough (sometimes referred to as a
‘goose honk’), fever, lethargy,
sneezing or snorting, discharge
from the eyes or nose, and gagging
or vomiting after eating, exercising
or excitement.

If you think your dog has Canine
Cough, it is important that you
keep it isolated from other dogs,
and contact your veterinarian to
arrange a consultation to confirm
your suspicions. Unfortunately,
Canine Cough has the potential to
progress into life threatening infec-
tions such as pneumonia or chronic
bronchitis, so may require veteri-
nary treatment such as antibiotics
and anti-inflammatories to keep
your dog comfortable during its re-
covery, and prevent the signs from
worsening.

ANIMAL HEALTH PEOPLE HEALTH

Canine Cough
Katie Lyons Registered Veterinary Nurse

Aikido can benefit you
in many ways
Matthew Hulse

knowing they can change posi-
tions, alter their structure and make
alterations to get the best outcome
in even difficult situations. Being
present in the moment is impor-
tant. Thinking about the past or the
future too much just does not work
in the physical.

Please feel free to come and visit
the AIkido Dojo to see our train-
ing. It’s a long hard road but the
only thing harder would be to
make all your mistakes in real life
— and not on the soft mats with
helpful senior students there to
help you. Or you can ring me on
0438 648 468.



THE PLANT OF THE
MONTH by Kate Chinnick 
Corokia Cotoneaster ‘wire

netting bush’
• Native to lowlands area of New

Zealand 
• Sparsely foliaged evergreen

shrub 
• Grows to 3m when not trimmed 
• Has starry yellow flowers fol-

lowed by red to yellow berries 
• Has a silvery sheen when young 
• Fully hardy
• Will grow in semi shade or sun 
• Light pruning will maintain

shape 
• Propagate from half hardened

cuttings in spring or fresh seed 
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GARDEN CLUB
WHAT TO DO IN THE
GARDEN FOR NOVEMBER
• Deadhead annuals for longer

flowering
• Prepare beds for summer and au-

tumn annuals
• Continue to tie and pick Sweet

Peas 
• Tall Bearded Iris can be divided

if congested (after flowering) 
• Trim evergreen shrubs and

hedges 
• Check Roses for insect or fungal

problems 
• Deadhead Roses regularly
• Seedlings of Beetroot, Cabbage,

Cucumber, Melons, Pumpkin,
Sweet Corn and Zucchini can be
planted 

• Tomato seedlings can be planted
now (plant deeply for better roots,
keep frost covers handy in case!) 

• Remove finished winter crops
• Remove weeds before they seed

Halloween
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Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week
Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies
Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334



Braidwood
MultiPurpose 
Service
The Braidwood MultiPurpose Service (MPS)
opened in August 2020 and provides first class
health care to the local community. 

Under the one roof, it provides emergency and
acute care to patients, as well as aged care
services, community health and outreach health
services.

It values every patient and their families by
providing quality care in a safe and respectful
environment. 

To contact Braidwood MPS call:

4842 9000
General Inquiries: Available 24/7
Appointments:  Monday—Friday, 9am to 4.30pm

Our Services
: 24/7 Emergency Department
: Acute Care Wards
: Residential Aged Care 
: Community Health
n Physiotherapy  n Child and Family Nurse
n Community Nurse   n Social Work  

Outreach Services
n Aboriginal Health   n Diabetes Educator
n Speech Pathology   n Radiology
n Women’s Health Nurse 
n Community Mental Health
n Occupational Therapy

More Outreach Services
are available

For further information visit:
snswlhd.health.nsw.gov.au
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Darryn Griggs

Registered Nurse
Darryn Griggs grew up near Braidwood and

returned to his hometown three years ago after
establishing a solid nursing career in Sydney
and the Blue Mountains.

He brings 33 years of nursing experience to
the Braidwood community, 24 of which have
been in emergency care, making him well-
placed to treat patients at Braidwood MultiPur-
pose Service’s Emergency Department and
acute care wards. 

His experience includes nursing in a variety
of medical fields such as paediatrics, infectious
disease, respiratory, orthopaedics, and neuro-
science, and he said he was always interested
in learning more. 

After growing up on a farm near Braidwood,
he left the community to study nursing at Syd-
ney University and he said he never looked
back in choosing the profession.

“It’s been quite a rewarding profession,” he
said. 

What he enjoys now about working at Braid-
wood MPS is that he was able to give back to
his hometown and help people who have
known him since he was a child.

“Some of the people I see in the hospital
were friends with my parents and they remem-
ber me from when I was small,” he said. 

“I help them get better or help them pass
away peacefully, and they find it comforting
that I’m familiar to them, almost like a family
member.”

It was a community effort to make the Braid-
wood MultiPurpose Service (MPS) a reality. It
was developed as part of the NSW Govern-
ment’s $297 million Multipurpose Service pro-
gram to provide health and aged care services
for small and remote rural communities, and it
opened to the public on 25 August 2020. 

With the support and input of Braidwood’s
hospital staff, the community and Community
Consultation Committee members, Hospital
Auxiliary, and an Arts and Heritage Working
Group, the facility was purpose built for the
Braidwood region. 

It’s a quality, future-proofed facility provid-
ing emergency and acute care, as well as easy
to access Community Health and Outreach
services, and a comforting Residential Aged
Care Facility with homely views across Braid-
wood’s landscape. 

The Emergency Department is an important
aspect of the MPS, as it provides timely and
appropriate emergency and acute care to pa-
tients. 

Highly-skilled and experienced nurses are
available 24/7 and they manage patient care
with a combination of support from an on-call

GP Visiting Medical Officer and a locum med-
ical officer. They also provide comprehensive
consultations with the Goulburn Base Hospital
Emergency Department on-call Medical Offi-
cer and have access to the NSW Ambulance
Clinical Emergency Response Assistance.

All of Braidwood MPS’s staff are dedicated
to providing first-class care to patients, and the
facility welcomes people in the community
who are interested in a career in healthcare to
get in touch. 

Below is a snippet of the staff working at
Braidwood MPS.

Jennifer Mitchell

Deputy Director of Nursing (DDON) Clinical
Nurse Manager

After working as a Neonates and Emergency
Department Nurse in the United Kingdom for
17 years, Jennifer Mitchell joined Braidwood
Hospital in 2014 and is the Deputy Director of
Nursing and Clinical Nurse Manager at Braid-
wood MultiPurpose Service (MPS). 

She is highly-skilled after completing a Post-
graduate Certificate in Emergency Nursing and
courses in trauma nursing, advanced life sup-
port, paediatric advanced life support and First
Line Emergency Care.

A regular day for Jennifer includes looking
after acute ward patients and presentations to
the Emergency Department. She also oversees
the Aged Care wing and in the afternoons she
tackles the management tasks to keep the
wards running smoothly.

When she came to Braidwood Hospital after
her 17 years in the UK, she said it was a cul-
tural change, but it set her on a path of forming
good relationships with the patients. 

“It’s a small community here, and you see
the same people come in for their health care
and you become attached,” she said.

“I’ve also seen how proud the community is
of having the old hospital and now the Braid-
wood MultiPurpose Service. The community
treasures the old hospital but they also value
having the MultiPurpose service in their
town.” 

Le Dang

Registered Nurse
After a few years of working in the banking

industry, Le Dang decided to change his career
path. He chose Nursing and studied to become
a Registered Nurse. He started working in
Aged Care Nursing before completing the
Front Line Emergency Care Course (FLECC)
in 2020.

He first joined the nursing team at Braid-
wood Hospital two-and-a-half years ago and
worked in Aged Care Nursing. This year, due
to his skills and credentials from the FLECC
course, he joined the Emergency Department
as a Critical Care Nurse. 

He said he had obtained and learned skills
and knowledge to respond to acute and life-
threatening conditions, and could manage to
effectively communicate patient care with on-
call medical officers when required.

“I’m young in my career and I’ve been
learning a lot from the senior Registered
Nurses here at Braidwood,” he said.

“I really appreciate their knowledge and
skill. The majority of staff members are very
experienced. It has helped me stay committed
to keep going in nursing and to grow and de-
velop in my career.”

Quality care at Braidwood MultiPurpose Service
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Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

The Village Terrace, cnr Lascelles & Monkittee St Braidwood 
Opening hours: 

Monday – Friday: 8am-5pm   Saturday: 8am-12.30pm

Capital Chemist Braidwood is a
locally owned community phar-
macy that prides itself on health
focussed advice and friendly serv-
ice. 

The pharmacy has recently
moved into brand new premises at
The Village Terrace, which has
provided the community with three
private consultation spaces, a new
sleep apnoea service and a larger
retail area with more of the prod-
ucts you know and love, including
mobility aids such as shower
chairs, crutches, walking frames
and wheelchairs.

Pharmacists’ Kayla, Natasha
and Bente are passionate about
bringing you the best healthcare
and advice and are trained to pro-
vide First Aid and wound manage-
ment, Mental Health First Aid, and

sleep apnoea testing and manage-
ment. 

Bente also provides Home Med-
icine Reviews (with referral from
your GP) in your home at no cost
to you. These reviews can help en-
sure you’re getting the most out of
your medications and Bente will
spend time going through each
medication with you.

The three private consultation
spaces are used to provide vaccina-
tion services, including influenza,
whooping cough and Covid-19
vaccinations. These three vaccina-
tions are available to those over 12
years without a prescription from
your doctor and are available most
days of the week for your conven-
ience (fees apply for influenza and
whooping cough).

The consultation rooms most

importantly provide a space to
have a private conversation with a
pharmacist about your health ail-
ments or needs, and a space to con-
nect with other healthcare
professionals (watch this space!).

The pharmacy is also able to
provide Dose Administration Aids,
or Webster packs as they are more
commonly known, which can
make managing your medications
a whole lot easier. Our pharma-
cists’ and staff manage your pre-
scriptions and any changes from
doctors and specialists to ensure
you know exactly what you should
be taking, at exactly the right time!

We stock a wide range of natural
medicine products including
brands like Herbs of Gold, Black-
more’s, Ethical Nutrients and
Fauldings. Our staff are well-posi-
tioned to be able to provide evi-
dence-based recommendations
around the use of these products to
help you get the most out of them.

Our staff are trained to provide
ear piercing for those aged 5 years
and over, again in the privacy of
one of our consultation rooms. We
have a lovely selection of earrings
and provide after-care instructions
to ensure the process is as smooth
as possible for you.

Capital Chemist Braidwood
New premises allows
for many new services

Kayla, Natasha and Bente.
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Australia’s most trusted rural
charity, Rural Aid, has made its
biggest investment into  improv-
ing  regional mental health to
date.  

The charity is appointing ten
new counsellors across the country
this year, committing $3.75 million
over the next three years to help
address the yawning gaps in re-
gional mental healthcare.  

Nine of Rural Aid’s new coun-
sellors are already in place, ac-
tively serving their regional
community.  

Rural Aid counsellors offer free,
confidential support to farmers and
their families. Rural Aid’s Mental
Health and Wellbeing Team prefer
to visit farmers on their properties. 

Rural Aid CEO John Warlters
said “Rural Aid’s commitment to
placing counsellors in rural Aus-
tralia will save lives.” 

“We know people who live re-
gionally have poorer access to
health professionals and are more
likely to struggle with their mental
health due to lack of appropriate
and timely support. 

Farmers and rural teenagers
have more than double the
rate of suicide compared to

urban populations.
Rural Aid is desperately
trying to change that.” 

Liz Bellette-Stubbs is one of
Rural Aid’s new counsellors and is
based in Bega, New South Wales.  

“What drew me to Rural Aid
was how accessible their wellbeing
program is,” Mrs Bellette-Stubbs
said.  

“Not only are the counsellors
available without a huge waiting
list, but we’re free too. Farmers are
often so stretched that they can’t
afford to buy feed for their ani-

Rural Aid triples
counselling team

mals, let alone spend money on
themselves.” 

Mr  Warlters  said Rural Aid’s
counsellors were mental wellbeing
specialists who counsel, teach and
refer clients to higher levels of
care.   

“We know that investing in early
intervention achieves results. It
leads to a reduction in the number
of people who require acute treat-
ment. This is achieved through the
provision of mental wellbeing ed-
ucation, tools and pathways for as-
sistance at the preventative end.
Rural Aid counsellors are qualified
to assist farmers across the contin-
uum of mental health, from pre-
vention and early intervention,
right through to treatment,” Mr
Warlters said. 

“If we can get to people early,
have them  recognise  symptoms
and get some simple but effective
strategies, we help them before
things escalate to the  point  they
need hospitalisation. This will re-
duce pressure on the health system
while prevention strategies will
help rural people to live their best
lives they can.

“Our counselling program has
been highly successful; making a
real difference to the farmers

that Rural Aid supports. 

Our counsellors work with their
community to create and imple-
ment vital mental health programs
and strategies. Rural Aid counsel-
lors build trusted relationships with
their local communities. Our coun-
sellors also attend field days,
events and natural disaster sites.” 
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No matter how many delicious
Jackie French books you read,
there’s always a tasty new one
waiting! 

That might be because her own
lifelong favourite is Norman Lind-
say’s The Magic Pudding (1918).
That rascally bad-tempered pud-
ding, from whom you can cut and
consume a slice and he’s instantly
whole again, came into her life via
Barker’s Bookstore, Brisbane, and
never left. He brought with him, as
well as Bunyip Bluegum and his
friends, a whole world of reading. 

Actually born in Sydney in 1953
as Jacqueline Ffrench, the author
we know ended up in our own Ar-
aluen Valley in the 1980s, broke,
perhaps puddingless, and in need
of money to register her car. So she
wrote Rain Stones (HarperCollins
1991), linked short stories dealing
with the drought, the aboriginal
concept of country, physical hand-
icaps, and the sleeping dinosaurs in
the hills around Canberra. 

French herself was handicapped
by dyslexia, and a typewriter
where the E wasn’t working be-
cause of wombat droppings on the

keyboard. However, the book was
accepted, published  and short-
listed for several prestigious
awards.

The car got registered and the
puddingless days were over.

The awards that  followed would
fill a book themselves: over 140
books written and more than 60
national and international awards
won, including the AM for serv-
ices to children’s literature and
2015 Senior Australian of the
Year. With her second husband,
Bryan Sullivan, she has turned
their property into a conservation
refuge for the area’s rare and en-
dangered species. 

French’s best-known book is
perhaps Diary of a Wombat
(Angus&Robertson 2002). Her
collaboration here with illustrator
Bruce Whatley (b. 1967) was the
first of many. Some have been
staged as musicals. Look for some
YouTube clips: they’re irresistible.
What about someone staging Pete
the Sheep here? “Don’t be a dag!”
said the review. “Flock to it!”

My first Jackie French book was
Salad Gardening (Text Publishing
1992), dedicated to Studio Al-

tenburg and a bunch of ladies who
are probably still around. It’s the
only cookbook I brought to Sum-
merfield with me, knowing my
garden, my salads, and possibly
my puddings, would be limited. I
marked a recipe for a mustard
dressing that is still perfect for po-
tato salad. I also marked the pages
for using edible flowers of the
most unlikely kind, and for making
up a fertiliser of an even more un-
likely kind! I must admit I haven’t
tried that one yet.

Another book that caught my
fancy was Queen Victoria’s Un-
derpants (2010). This was a good
one to get several stubborn chil-
dren reading! Who knew that
Queen Victoria was one of the first
to begin using underwear? Well, I
did, because of an interest in the
history of clothing. I’d even seen a
copy of those particular knickers:
yes, she was a large lady.  But
along with the knickers goes a lot
of very accessible social history. 

Mention French’s name to any
readers and they’ll have a
favourite.

My neighbour likes the series
that begins with A Waltz for
Matilda (HarperCollins 2010). It
could be that Jackie French likes
this one best, too, as she calls it a
lovesong to her land and her na-
tion. She began by looking at the
truth and the folklore behind the
suicidal swaggie in Banjo Pater-
son’s poem, and went on to pen a
series of stories about the strong
women who forged Australia. 

I wonder what she thought of the
National Party’s Warren Truss
banning the singing of that song
from rugby matches? It glamorised
the crime of sheep-stealing! Be-
yondblue chairman Jeff Kennett
didn’t approve of it either. “We
would lift the ban if the lyrics were
changed to the swagman reaching

out to chat to his mates around the
campfire or sending off an urgent
telegram to Lifeline,” he is quoted
as saying. 

Let’s hope they eventually read
French’s books.

Another neighbour remembers
Miss Lily’s Lovely Ladies (2017);
the twist in that plot certainly sur-
prised me too. 

I’m not sure I’d agree with the
review that describes it as “equal
parts Downton Abbey and wartime
action,” but there you go.

Finally, and most importantly,
Jackie French is an advocate for
Australian books for Australian
readers, especially young Aus-
tralian readers. “I write for kids be-
cause for a short while they
become each character in every
book they read, and when they
have finished, they have grown in
empathy and understanding.” (in
Save Oz Stories, Melbourne Uni-
versity Press, 2016). Here she is
raising awareness for the Parallel
Importation Rules debate (PIR).

Australia has the 14th largest
publishing industry in the world,
and the largest independent book-
seller sector in the English lan-
guage market. Intellectual property
is now big business here — bigger
than sheep or wheat, bigger than
even mining. If the Government
changes the copyright rules so that
authors lose their rights after only
fifteen years, and any country may
appropriate and publish ‘our’
books, authors will no longer make
a living wage. And we readers may
get our books more cheaply, but at
what hidden cost? 

This is a huge topic, but all con-
cerned readers check the issue on-
line and see what’s happening.

Inform yourselves, bookish vot-
ers, and make sure you  all con-
tinue to get your slice of the magic
pudding!

BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

Our Jackie French
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The state’s agricultural worker
shortage has wiped hundreds of
millions from projected harvest
income as farmers desperately
plead for access to labour.

NSW Farmers President James
Jackson said reports of the state se-
curing more farm workers would
be welcomed if they came to
fruition, but he warned the time for
talk had passed.

“We’re getting into a pretty
tough spot with a lot of crops, we
need up to 16,000 farm workers
and we need them now – not in
two or three months’ time,” Mr
Jackson said. 

“NSW Farmers has been
warning of labour shortages

since the pandemic started and
while you’d think our state and

federal governments had
learned the lesson last year

here we are again.

“Provided these reported work-
ers arrive in the right place at the
right time there’ll be a lot of relief
on farms right across the state, be-
cause we’re hearing reports of
great crops starting to go to rot.”

The state’s grain harvest was
forecast to be worth $6 billion to
the state economy, but the horticul-

ture harvest forecast had been re-
vised down from $2.3 billion to be-
tween $1.9 and $2 billion due to
the worker shortfall.

Before COVID, many family
horticulture businesses could put a
simple sign on the gate and be
flooded by workers wanting to
help them pick the crop.  Mr Jack-
son said COVID has changed that,
and the state and federal govern-
ments needed to urgently support
small to medium farming families
to get navigate the complex red
tape around the Pacific Labour
Scheme. 

“If our farmers can get on with
their harvest, it will pour billions
of much-needed dollars into our
economy, and start balancing the
books after COVID,” Mr Jackson
said.

“We welcome the attention on
agriculture, but ultimately we need
less talk and more action, we need
to be able to get the workers to
where they’re needed, and as
Deputy Premier Paul Toole said
we need workers on farm in the
next week.

“It is imperative our state and
federal governments work together
because any more bureaucratic in-
ertia will see fruit and vegies rot,
and food prices increase!”

Major economic loss due
to farm worker shortage
NSW Farmers media release

Travelling students from all over make up the seasonal workforce.

Thompson Bespoke Jewellers
Shop 7, 119 Wallace St Braidwood

4842 1265 0459 955 991
sales@thompsonbespokejewellers.com

* Diamond specialists * Registered valuer

* Jeweller on premises * Repairs & remodelling

* Australian and international award winning
designers
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Come along to the launch of
Harry Laing’s new poetry

collection 

‘These poems sparkle with
wit, hum with humour,
delight and dare.’

Sarah Rice

Dave Nelson will do the launching

at BRAG
Thursday 18th

November 5pm
For more details: contact

Harry 0456 049540

Braidwood Regional Arts Group Presents!

Are you an Artist, Musician, Writer, Practitioner, 
Educator, all-round Creative Genius? !

Do you have an idea for a one day workshop but 
don’t want to deal with the insurance, advertising 

and general boring stuff?!
BRAG is the place for you. The Braidwood Regional 
Arts Group at 45 Wallace Street intends to host a 
rich variety of workshops in the future so get in 

touch.!
Please call Bek Hamilton on 0410506451 and let’s 

start planning!!
Braidwood Regional Arts Group - 45 Wallace Street, Braidwood,NSW.2622!

www.bragart.com.au admin@bragart.com.au 
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For a full listing go to braidwoodradio.com.au

Monday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martins Morning Mix
1:00pm - Flashback Featured Artist with Rob
2:30pm - Bubble Pop
4:00pm – Book Reading with Rod
5:30pm – The Green Horns with Nick,Hamish & Kelly
8:00pm - It’s Time
10:00pm - Aussie Music Weekly
  
Tuesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
6:00am - The Fred Nurk Show
11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod & Bill
6.30pm – Real World Gardener
7:00pm – The Billy Bob Show
9.30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy      
Wednesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martins Morning Mix
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
3:00pm – Pop Heads
6:00pm – Woodsongs Old Time Radio
7:00pm – Magic Carpet Ride with Bill
10:00pm - An Audience with the Pope

Thursday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
10:00am - From the Archives with Gavin
3:00pm – The Hot 30
6:00pm - Radio Jilly - With Yolande 
8:00pm - I love the 70’s
9:00pm - Simply The 80’s
10:00pm - Off the Record

Friday 
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am - The Morning Mix with Martin
10:00am - The Magazine with Disko
3:00pm – The Conga Line with Billy Bob
5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown
7:00pm - Top 40 from 40 Years ago

Saturday
9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger
12.00 – I love the 70’s
1:00pm – A bit of this and that with Gavin
4:00pm – Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
6:00pm – Saturday Night Gold

Sunday
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
12.00 - Covers 
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
8:00pm - Bluesbeat

Program Guide
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Friday 
10:00pm - An Audience with the Pope
7:00pm – Magic Carpet Ride with Bill
6:00pm – Woodsongs Old Time Radio
3:00pm – Pop Heads
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
7:00am – Martins Morning Mix
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Wednesday

9.30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy
7:00pm – The Billy Bob Show
6.30pm – Real World Gardener
3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod & Bill
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
6:00am - The Fred Nurk Show
5:00am – Good Morning Country

  

      

Saturday
10:00pm - Off the Record
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8:00pm - Bluesbeat
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
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10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
Sunday
7:00pm - Top 40 from 40 Years ago
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10:00am - The Magazine with Disko
7:00am - The Morning Mix with Martin
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6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera

10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 

6:00pm – Saturday Night Gold
Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin4:00pm – 
A bit of this and that with Gavin1:00pm – 

12.00 – I love the 70’s
9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger
Saturday

3:00pm – The Conga Line with Billy Bob

7:00am - The Morning Mix with Martin

dio.com.auidwoodra full listing go to bra

  

      

Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
A bit of this and that with Gavin

9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger

dio.com.au
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Printing and publishing for you ...
Artplan Graphics, publisher of Braidwood’s Changing Times
can photocopy, scan and print for you. Our services include:

4 scanning and retouching
4 black and white photocopying up to A3
4 collating books, stapling and trimming
4 inkjet colour prints up to 420 wide by any length
4 plain paper colour prints up to A0 size
4 architect’s plans and perspectives up to A0 size
4 editing, writing, layout design and publishing.

0417 459 775
paul@artplan.com.au

Braidwood Uniting Church

Forgiveness
CS Lewis wrote, “We all think forgiveness

is a wonderful idea until we actually have
someone to forgive.” 

Forgiveness is a big concept in Christianity.
We worship a radically-forgiving God. In the
Scriptures, Paul defines the forgiveness of God
as kind and tender-hearted, “Be kind to one an-
other, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ forgave you.” (Ephesians 4:32).  

Sometimes we say “I’m sorry,” sometimes
we say “Please forgive me,” but I wonder if
there is a difference between saying one or the
other? Wisdom says it would seem that saying
sorry doesn’t have the strength to bring restora-
tion, as does asking for forgiveness. 

Sometimes the back story to saying “I’m
sorry” is actually, “I’m sorry I got caught out.”
To say “I’m sorry” is to communicate our own
feelings but to accept no responsibility.
Whereas to ask for forgiveness is to admit what
we have done has been hurtful or wrong, and
acknowledge the feelings of the other. 

“Please forgive me” is asking the wounded
person if they are willing to restore the relation-
ship. “Please forgive me” has the power to
bring healing and reconciliation for everyone
involved. 

Deep healing can be experienced in relation-
ships if our priority in life is to “be kind, ten-
der-hearted, forgiving one another…” 

Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher (0428 447
136) and the congregation of Braidwood Unit-
ing Church. 

Sunday Worship 10am, Radio Church 6pm
@ 88.9 FM. Weekly Garage Sale, Wednesday
9-3. Cnr Duncan and Monkittee Sts, Braid-
wood.

Anglican Parishes
Does Your Love have Staying Power?

When we watch celebrities move through
multiple marriages and hop from one relation-
ship to another, it reminds us that you can
have charisma without character, talent with-
out trustworthiness and skill without staying
power.

A cartoon in a magazine showed a couple
standing before a minister during their wedding
ceremony. The minister, looking at the bride,
says, “The correct response is, ‘I do,’ not ‘It’s
worth a try’”.

Love – in marriage and in any other relation-
ship – requires unselfishness and commitment
on our part. And contrary to popular opinion, it
doesn’t come easily or naturally to any of us.
Love is others-centred and self-sacrificing. The
truth is that we’re all self-centred; in our own
natural selves, we care little about making sac-
rifices for others unless we’re highly motivated
and well-rewarded. That’s why the Bible
teaches us that one of the secrets of having an
intimate relationship with someone else is hav-
ing one with God. 

John the apostle writes, ‘Love comes from
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God
and knows God. Whoever does not love does
not know God, because God is love.’ And if
you ask Him to do it, God will download that
kind of love into your heart. This kind of love
grows as we mature it. It develops as we feed
it. It expands as we persist in it.

Bottom line is: this kind of love has staying
power!

An extract from ‘The Word for Today’ a Chris-
tian Vision publication.

At last we are able to open our church doors!
All are welcome in God’s house no matter

what your vaccination status may be.
Come, worship with us next Sunday 7th No-

vember – 10am at St Stephen’s Church, Majors
Creek where we will be observing All
Souls/All Saint Day with a Holy Communion
service and Commemoration of the Faithful
Departed. 

This will be followed with a BYO picnic
lunch in the Recreation Grounds.

St Bede’s Parish

REFLECTION on All Saints and All Souls
Have you thought? All Saints / All Souls
The feasts of All Saints (Nov 1) and All

Souls (Nov 2) can be seen as something of a
twin feast that celebrates all those who have
died. With the feast of All Saints we celebrate
all those who have died and have entered into
direct and immediate communion with God in
heaven. With the feast of All Souls we cele-
brate and pray for those who have died but have
not yet entered into that direct communion with
God. These two different states revolve around
the Church teaching on purgatory - a state or
process of purification before entering into
heaven.

Historical Context - Halloween
Much of the significance and meaning of the

feasts of All Saints and All Souls has been
overtaken by the popular celebration of Hal-
loween. The feast of All Saints was also known
as All Hallows Day - in the Old English lan-
guage hallow means to sanctify or make holy.
The day before, October 31, was All Hallows
Eve(ning) and the name over time became
shortened to Halloween. In early Christian tra-
dition, it was believed that souls were released
from purgatory on All Hallows Eve for 48
hours and the dressing up and celebrations were
to both placate and confuse the wandering
souls.

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Father Mick
Burke. Mobile: 0448 414 541. Pastoral Asso-
ciate: Br Brian Berg. Braidwood Contact Num-
bers: Ph. 4842 2444; Mobile: 0408 687 915

Parish email: braidwood@cg.org.au

The roof repairs are well underway and we
have the NSW government to thank for finally
granting us some funds to assist with this major
project.

Tuesday Mass is being held in the Presbytery
courtyard at 10am and our Saturday evening
Mass is in the school hall at 6.00pm. Masks are
mandatory but Mass is open to all, whether vac-
cinated or not. Meditation has recommenced on
Thursdays at 10.30am in the Presbytery.
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Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

STOP PRESS

Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,
43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant-Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram

STAR TIMES
Onionbiterclasssubs
“Cash or card sir?” asked the
fella at the American subma-
rine scrap yard whose motto
proudly proclaims, ‘All our
vessels have a half life left’.
“Will you take an IOU?” asked
rusty old ex-Prime Minister
Abbott. “I’m not actually in
charge of anything these days,”
he explained. “Why I’m travel-
ling the world trying to source
nuclear-powered submarines
and slagging off China is any-
body’s guess. I’m acting purely
in a private capacity in trying
to start World War III.”

ItwasntmeIdidntdoit
The Daily Paper reported: ‘a
man has pleaded not guilty to
dangerous driving occasioning
death, failing to stop and assist
after a vehicle impact causing
death, and not stopping during
a police pursuit. He will argue
he was not driving voluntarily
at the time, and was either
sleepwalking or experiencing
amnesia’. The Federal Govern-
ment is taking a keen interest
in the success of this defence.

Outragegetsindelible
Outrage lasted for days after it
was reported on Facebook that
someone had dared to express
their opinion in chalk on the
footpath outside a local shop.
Sadly, the career trajectory of
Braidwood’s aspiring pave-
ment artists has been dealt a
blow as a result of chalk now
being consigned to the hidden
top shelf alongside the spray
cans.

Votingisarightforall
The government has a bee in
its bonnet about voter ID. It
seems not so concerned about
voter IQ. While we might end
up needing to show our driving
licences before being entrusted
with a ballot paper, a note from
your science teacher to attest
to the fact that you realise
what’s at stake will not be re-
quired. Quite the opposite in
fact.

Slapstickittothefuture
Older readers will have memo-
ries of ‘The Three Stooges’,
Curley, Larry and Moe on TV
and their peculiar, possibly
disturbing, style of violent en-
tertainment. A modern plot re-
run of course leads us to the
recent AUKUS treaty. Sadly,
while two are still together,
(Sco)Moe has already deserted
them to form a new troupe not
so much stand up as dig down.
Australia, Russia, India and
China are now pals in a newly-
formed fossil-fuelled alliance
to be known as AUSTRICH.

WHERE
THE

HECK
ARE WE
NOW?

GOLF NEWS

Golf’s Mixed Foursomes
Championships 
Eight teams competed in the
Club’s Mixed Foursomes Cham-
pionship on Sunday in glorious
weather.  This event is played
over 27 holes

Results Sunday October 31: Mixed
Foursomes Championships

Gross Champions: Deb Fergu-
son & Michael Toirkens 131

Gross Runners Up: Michelle
Henry & Mark Newman 142

Nett Winners: Margy Gardner &
Brendan Sly 117 

Nett Runners Up: Barb Stuart &
Don Burke 118 

Many thanks to Barb Stuart who
generously made sandwiches for
the day’s wrap-up.
AGM

A good roll-up of members at-
tended the Golf Club’s Annual
General Meeting on Saturday, 30
October 2021, after the day’s com-
petition. 

The following members were
declared elected to the committee:

President: Keith Ferguson
Vice-President: Michael

Toirkens
Secretary: Debby Ferguson
Treasurer: Andrew Clark
Publicity Officer: Margy Gard-

ner
Men’s Captain: Mark Newman
Women’s Captain: Michelle

Henry

Committee Members Donna
Kuhn, Rodney Royds, David
Jones, Gordon Scott.

Congratulations to all those
elected. The Committee will hold
its first meeting on Saturday, 20
November 2021. Mr Shawn Quin-
ton of Herries Davidson Account-
ants was appointed as the
Honorary Auditor. The Committee
appreciates Shawn’s acceptance of
the position.

In his report, club president,
Keith Ferguson, highlighted the
success of the Junior Clinic held in
January with thanks to Virginia
Groot Obbink for her organisation
of the event. He also noted the
club’s thanks to the Men’s and
Women’s Pennants Captains,
Brendan Booker and Donna Kuhn,
with the men’s team making the
semis in 2021.

While the ongoing COVID situ-

ation resulted in the cancellation of
usual knock-out competition for
the second consecutive year, the
club was able to hold its annual
Legacy Day in July, raising $165
for Legacy. 

Mr Ferguson thanked the club
captains, members and volunteers
for their support and work and paid
tribute to the two members who
sadly passed away during the year:
Helen Goddard and Geoff Hassall.

Golf Presentation Event
This event will be held on Satur-

day, 4 December 2021, in the BBQ
area, following the Bev Kain Me-
morial Trophy medley event.

An attendance sheet (for cater-
ing purposes) will be put up on the
noticeboard soon.

Coming Events
November 6 Saturday:

Women’s & Men’s
Stroke/Monthly Medals

November 13 Saturday: Diggers
Day - CANCELLED

November 14 Sunday: Single
Stableford –Kerry Noble - Men’s
Trophy.

Women’s Single Stableford.
Last Day for Vardon/Eclectic
Scores

Mixed Foursomes competitors relax after 27 holes. — Photo: Kathy Toirkens 

Captains Michelle Henry and Mark Newman paired up to take the gross 
runner-up prize. — Photo: Kathy Toirkens 


