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f Uhhab)-/ residents check to see how far down their wheels will end up.

QPRC denies road responsibility

Robin Tennant-Wood

A sinkhole caused by water un-
dermining a main drainage pipe
has put Bendoura residents at
odds with council and left them
stranded on their properties.

On Sunday 14 November, fol-
lowing heavy and sustained rain
late last week, a section of the pipe
dislodged on Brick Kiln Lane,
about 10 metres inside the Cooma
Road access gate and, according to
local resident Ray Whiteman,
“everything collapsed”.

Residents called council and the
roads supervisor came out and
took photos. However, he didn’t
inform residents when he was at-
tending so no opportunity was

given for them to speak with him.
According to Mr Whiteman, the
photos were passed up the line to
the next level of authority, where it
was subsequently deemed from the
safe distance of the Queanbeyan
office that the damage was not due
to natural causes and that council
would not be fixing the damage.
The Bendoura district has re-
ceived over 1100mms of rain to
date this year, with 137mms so far
this month. Mr Whiteman said that
the problem has been building up
over a period of time but last week-
end’s deluge was the final straw.
“The ground is saturated,” he said.
“And nowhere for the water to go.”

There are eight residential
blocks on the lane, five of which
are permanent residences. The lane
itself is gazetted as a crown road,
but recent New South Wales legis-
lation has transferred responsibility
for crown roads to local councils.
QPRC subsequently voted on and
accepted the new legislation, thus
effectively accepting responsibility
for maintain the region’s crown
roads.

Meanwhile, the five permanent
residents of Brick Kiln Lane can’t
get in or out of their properties
without risking major damage to
their vehicles or exacerbating the
situation with the road.

Bajracharya
bows out of
election

Statement by Karuna Bajracharya

It was a difficult decision to make,
but for several reasons I've had to
pull out the Queanbeyan-Palerang
Regional Council elections.

As many of you would already
know, one of our group’s candi-
dates had his nomination rejected
due to me uploading a single file
into the wrong section of his appli-
cation. Without 6 candidates in our
group, it meant we were no longer
entitled to a voting square ‘above
the line’ and put at a great disad-
vantage, not being able to share
preferences with other ATL groups.

Whilst I performed remarkably
well during the last election, I have
to admit now, that without a group,
election to QPRC is virtually im-
possible. Ours was not a unique
case, many other popular candi-
dates all across the LGA also had
their applications rejected, and suf-
fered greatly throughout the entire
application process with very poor
communication and guidance from
officials, but especially on the final
day of submissions when the Elec-
toral Commission’s website could
not cope with the load and crashed

.. continued on page 2
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood

Looking to our
own backyard

Under our system of government
we have three levels of represen-
tation: federal, state and local.

At each level we elect a person,
or people in the case of local gov-
ernment, to represent our interests
to the governing body. The system
works best when the elected repre-
sentatives are fully cognisant of the
interests and issues most pressing
to the people who elected them.

Arranging access to our federal
and state members takes time and
effort. One has to make an appoint-
ment weeks in advance, be pre-
pared to have the appointment
moved at short notice, and then
arrange to be at the electorate of-
fice, which in both cases for us is
in Queanbeyan, at the appointed

time. If we’re lucky, we may have
half an hour to discuss whatever
matter is pressing before the mem-
ber’s chief-of-staff will look at her
watch and quietly remind the
member that they have another ap-
pointment.

Accessing our local government
representatives is easier. There are
eleven of them and, in a perfect
world, they are spread across the
entire region. They are not full-
time politicians: they are business
people, farmers, tradespersons,
professionals. They may be retired
from the workforce or work full or
part-time. They live and work in
our communities and know a lot of
their constituents by name. They
are accessible to their communi-
ties.

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Of the current members of
Queanbeyan-Palerang Council, not
one lives in the Braidwood district.
To be fair, Councillors Marshall
and Winchester have both been
proactive in ensuring representa-
tion for the eastern side of the re-
gion, and the mayor has been a
regular visitor to Braidwood, but
for most of the others, Braidwood
exists on a map and the only time
they’ve been here in the past five
years is if they’ve passed through
on their way to the coast.

It’s time for some local represen-
tation. While the Queanbeyan-
based council has approved
spending vast sums on beautifying
Crawford Street and building a
new $80million council chambers,
the region’s roads are falling apart
to a point where some are down-
right dangerous. Two years ago
Braidwood ran out of water, yet
there has been no word on the fu-
ture of our water security. It’s one
thing for a council candidate to

spruik tourism as a silver bullet,
but without attention to basic serv-
ices no tourists will bother staying.

On 4 December we will be
choosing a new local government.
It is likely that up to nine of those
elected will be new.

It's time to look to our own
backyard for local
representation.A truly
independent representative on
council who knows and
understands this district and
will be prepared to take the
local issues to the table, rather
than be part of a group that
will ultimately form a
voting bloc.

With the election wide open, we
may never have a better chance to
elect a person from Braidwood and
the villages. Numbering six boxes
below the line rather than just one
above can make the difference be-
tween ‘Queanbeyan’ and ‘Region’.
Let’s put the ‘R’ back in QPRC.

1030 BREAL
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Karuna Bajracharya

Karuna quits

... continued from page |

continually. It all culminated in a
mad last minute scramble for me
personally, whereby I made some
critical errors in judgment that has
led to this most undesirable out-
come.

It’s certainly made for a very
stressful week for me personally,
whereby it became obvious I was
desperately trying to fit a square
peg into a round hole, to the detri-
ment of my own mental health and
that of my family’s. With a psychi-
atrist appointment for my recent

ADHD diagnosis next week, I've
had to concede that despite my best
efforts, I'm just juggling too many
balls at the same time, and that
something had to give.

Whilst I had made provisions to
lighten my load prior to nomina-
tions, hiring a full time chef at
Smokey Horse 6 months ago and
also more recently, a new trainee
front of house manager. Due to on-
going staff shortages, I've found
myself still working full time in the
business. As much as I still want to
fight for our community, and hope
to do so sometime in the future, the
universe has clearly been telling
me now is not the right time.

I'have officially withdrawn from
the election, but confusingly, our
entire group will still appear on the
ballot paper, if elected (by some
miracle) I have already agreed in
writing to resign at the very first
opportunity. For this reason, I ask
voters to throw all their support be-
hind other strong local candidates!
My apologies again for letting the
community down, especially my
fellow group candidates who were
brave enough to throw their voices
behind mine. It was truly humbling
to receive so much support and
goodwill, hopefully this is not the
end but merely a side step.

Best regards, KB.



BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Another win for Cathy at Canberra Royal Agricultural show.

Cathy Brainstorming
for brain cancer

Local farmer, Cathy Noakes, is
raising money for brain cancer re-
search via Brainstorm: a collabo-
ration between Royal Prince
Alfred Hospital and the Univer-
sity of Sydney.

Around 1200 Australians die
every year from brain cancer and
is the biggest cancer killer of
children and adults under 40. With
surgery, radiotherapy and chemo-
therapy, about 25% of patients sur-
vive two years and 10% survive
five years. Yet, despite these dire
statistics, brain cancer receives

only 5% of government cancer
funding of all cancers.

Cathy Noakes, was diagnosed
with a large skull-based tumour in
2016 at the age of 40, only few
months after her success as Re-
serve Female Champion at Can-
berra Royal Agricultural Show.
She said the first symptom was se-
vere neck pain.

“It was starting to hinder my
everyday life and although I was in
a lot of pain, the MRI results I re-
ceived were a complete shock to
me. It never entered my thoughts
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that my neck pain would ever be
because of a brain tumour.”

After a few appointments with
Oncologist Professor Tattersall and
then a radiotherapy specialist, Ms
Noakes was recommended to Dr
Brindha Shivilingham for a sur-
gery consultation.

“My tumour was diagnosed by
Dr Brindha as a pituitary adenoma.
This was overwhelming and seri-
ous but Dr Brindha gave me hope,”
Ms Noakes said.

After a biopsy she had surgery at
Royal Prince Alfred Hospital
(RPA). Due to the large size of the
tumour (6.6 x 4.8 x 3.4 cm), Ms
Noakes had to undergo a cran-
iotomy where a large part of the
forehead is removed as well as an
endoscopic transnasal approach for
tumour removal.

“Unfortunately not all of my tu-
mour could be removed due to its
location, so ongoing MRI scans are
required to monitor future growth.
I'had a long recovery - three weeks
in Intensive Care due to complica-
tions with a cerebrospinal fluid
leak and many months recovering
afterwards,” she said.

At her annual MRI a second
brain tumour was discovered
which wasn’t related to the pitu-
itary tumour. This tumour was a
meningioma in the middle ear re-
gion and it was also removed by
surgeon Dr Brindha at RPA.

Ms Noakes said that a section of
her pituitary tumour is stored in the
brain bank at Brainstorm for future
research.

Brainstorm is dedicated to sup-
porting brain tumour research
through the RPA Department of
Neuropathology and the Molecular
Neuropathology Research Pro-
gram, based at the Brain and Mind
Centre, University of Sydney.

“This is a great facility and I am

August 2016

so grateful for the work it does. I
have been very vigilant in raising
awareness and funding for Brain-
storm and their amazing work. I
am also extremely thankful having
Dr Brindha as my surgeon. With-
out my brain tumours and surger-
ies, and experiencing the whole
different world it throws you in, I
would have been naive to the
whole situation about brain cancer
statistics. I am determined to make
my experience a positive one by
helping raise much needed aware-
ness and funding for the world-
leading research at Brainstorm in
order to help others.”

In order to raise money, Ms
Noakes has produced a 2022 cal-
endar featuring beautiful calves
that were all born on her property,
Merton Park Poll Hereford. The
photos were taken by Nathan
Hindmarsh.

The calendars will soon be avail-

able at Nutrien, Belle Property and
Braidwood Community Bank for
$25.

Of the calendars, Ms Noakes
said, “I hope you are as inspired by
them each month as I am.”

Traffic changes on the ngs Highway at Clyde Mountain with slope remediation work to commence

Slope remediation work as part of
the second stage of National Dis-
aster Recovery on the Kings
Highway at Clyde Mountain will
start on Monday 15 November
and will be complete by Thursday
16 December, weather permitting.

Work will be carried out at night
from 7pm to Sam, Monday to
Thursday. There will be changed
traffic conditions on the Kings
Highway including a single lane
closure during work hours. There
will no closures during the day for
this work.

Stop/slow traffic control will be
in place and there may also be
times where traffic will be stopped
in both directions for up to 20 min-

utes to move machinery.

We thank the community and
motorists for their patience during
this important work.

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
* Light tree work  Wood chipping
e Stump grinding * Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray 0412 853 258 or 4847 5101
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Thanks for local support

Dear Braidwood and villages
community; I have been over-
whelmed by the outpouring of
support offered to me as a poten-
tial councillor on the QPRC rep-
resenting voters everywhere other
than the centre of Queanbeyan.

I hope I can live up to your ex-
pectations.

The only chance Braidwood and
surrounds will have to get a voice
on the new look council will be to
vote BELOW THE LINE placing
me as number 1 and as many other
local folks as you can find for your
other preferences. I have produced
a how- to-vote leaflet which will
be circulated over the next week or
two both in letter boxes and elec-
tronically via social media and the
electronic and hard copy press.
This has my suggested preferences
on it as well as some ‘blurb’ about
me.

Several other local candidates
have hit a roadblock with the nom-
ination process and are no longer
standing as councillors and have
tried to withdraw. However, their
names will still appear on the bal-
lot paper.

All other Braidwood and district
contenders are well down on their
group tickets and are most unlikely
to get sufficient votes for a quota.
This strengthens my argument that
our only chance of getting a voice
on QPRC is a number 1 vote for

me. Several other speakers noted
this same thing at the recent Meet
the Candidates event. You can still
vote for your other choices from
the major parties by voting for
them after me below the line.

Close to a third of the population
of QPRC lives outside the greater
Queanbeyan area so we should get
a similar proportion of representa-
tives on the council. It is Braid-
wood’s time!

You will need to collect your
how- to- vote brochures before you
go to the polling booth as new
covid- safety rules stop candidates
and their supporters from handing
out materials anywhere within 100
metres of a polling station. Mine
will be delivered as mentioned
above.

On-line voting at iVote is cur-
rently being developed by the
Electoral Commission and trial
tested over the next week or two
and, by all reports, will be avail-
able to voters in the last week or so
of November ahead of the Decem-
ber 4 poll. Keep your eye out on
the news and in the press for gov-
ernment announcements about
this.

On December 4 please vote 1 for
me and thus a Braidwood voice on
council.

I hope to see you at the Braid-
wood carols on December 3rd.

Bill Waterhouse
Majors Creek

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Will | ever have faith in our
council?

As achild I was given rules to live
with.

“respect your elders”.

“Children should be seen and
not heard”

“Stop talking and listen”

“Do as your told”

“Wait till your dad gets home”

I also lived with massive
amounts of love and knowledge,
given freely without owing any-
body.

I was shown that if I got up after
crashing my push bike (I didn’t
even know helmets were a thing on
a push bike) I picked the stones out
of my cut and kept moving, “you
will be ok, that was a classic stack
mate. A hahahahaha”.

Mom put betadine on every-
thing, she blew on it when it hurt.
Dad would rub my head and say
I’'m proud of you son.

We survived with style.
Always with hope.
Everyone has a story.

I listen to the sovereign elders of
our land and learn as much as I
can; their stories give me hope.

We all need to realise it’s ok to
make a mistake so long as we learn
from it. Adults need to remember
they were kids once!

Adults need to remember to
smile, to listen, to understand
there’s a way we all can live to-

gether, smiling giving love and
making our adult world a loving
world for all children.

These are times of adult politi-
cians forgetting they were kids —
pretending to know everything.

I know a Adult in our commu-
nity his name is Bill Waterhouse.

I'have had the honour of playing
a gig with Bill. T have had the hon-
our of working /donating my time
helping him.

Bill saves Australian wildlife,
Wombeats are his specialty.

Everyone knows ‘Wombat Bill’
but not everyone knows our Bill
Waterhouse also is a kid at heart. A
smart kid who’s now a elder.

He listens and isn’t afraid to say
yes to a good idea, but he certainly
isn’t afraid to say no as well.

Iam always inspired listening to
Bill Waterhouse talk. Watching
him converse with others, respect-
fully listening, eventually putting
his point of view forward, elo-
quently and powerfully, has always
given me hope — even when we
thought we were going to get
burned to the ground.

We have good people here in the
Braidwood area. Great people that
need to be heard, to lead the way,
to build things properly and build
them with a honest smile.

Let’s start by voting Wombat
Bill Waterhouse into QPRC. Let’s
again have faith in our council.

James Boljkovac (Bolj)
Feagans Creek

Braidwood Christmas in Ryrie Park
December 3, 5-8pm

This year our town Christmas Party has a new spin! This
year we are focusing on the performers. Our talented locals
can volunteer to sing or dance, with a focus on Christmas
Carols or Christmas themed songs. Let’s cheer them on,

and sing-a-long.

The Braidwood Community Association’s Eryn Wood has
been working with QPRC’s event team to make sure this
year’s Christmas party is the best it can be.

QPRC is running a Caroloke competition — and if you wish
to enter you can perform it with the town. There are prizes
in all ages categories — so pick your favourite carol and let
Eryn know you are keen, and she will add you to the

running sheet.

Contact Eryn at ezzjazz@yahoo.com or on 0421 983 397
to volunteer to perform, or for more information.

For those keen to dine on Braidwood delights, the ever
popular Deerhead will be there along with Braidwood’s
newest food van: Oscar’s Donuts! (You won’t want to miss

this).

MC Bill Waterhouse (aka Wombat Bill) will guide us through
the evening. Bring something to sit on and your best
singing voice! This year it’s all about raising our voices

together. Let’s make it Big!

If you don’t want to perform live — you can enter via video:
www.qgprc.nsw.gov.au/Events/Sing-to-Win-Caroloke-

competition

Everyone is welcome!

WAS IN THE P4
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Eden-Monaro ‘snubbed’ in
Natural Disaster grants

Press release fom Kristy McBain’s office

Unbelievably the Federal Govern-
ment has completely disregarded
bushfire and flood affected parts
of Eden-Monaro in its latest natu-
ral disaster funding round.

The recently released Preparing
Australian Communities grants are
aimed at preparing local communi-
ties for natural disasters such as
bushfires and floods, but the
Snowy Monaro, Snowy Valleys,
Yass Valley and Queanbeyan-
Palerang local government areas
are not considered bushfire risk
LGAs. And despite extensive
flooding hitting the region last
year, not a single LGA in Eden-
Monaro is considered a flood risk
LGA.

Member for Eden-Monaro
Kristy McBain said priority areas
would receive an additional 20
points towards their application,
meaning many applicants from
worthy Eden-Monaro projects
would be at a huge disadvantage to
access up to $10 million in fund-

ing.

“Thankfully, both the Bega Val-
ley and Eurobodalla shires have
been included as bushfire priority
areas, but it is more than frustrating
that the ACT is considered a prior-
ity area and yet not a single one of
its surrounding LGAs made the
cut,” Ms McBain said.

“The Black Summer Bushfires
devastated our region and while
the coastal LGAs were hit hard,
our inland communities also faced
terrifying fires with 240 homes de-
stroyed or severely impacted in the
Snowy Valleys, almost 80 in the
Queanbeyan—Palerang region and
around 100 in the Snowy Monaro.

“Did they overlook us, not
understand the statistics in
front of them or was this a
choice from the Morrison-
Joyce Government.

We really must question; how is
the government choosing these re-
gions? What’s the criteria?” she
said.

“Since 2016 there have been 35
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Kristy McBain speaks it BlézeAid workers.

declared natural disaster events in
the Eden-Monaro. These include
the bushfires as well as severe
storms and floods.

“Eden-Monaro communities are
tired of being ignored by this gov-
ernment which seems comfortable
with forcing communities to carry
the burden of resilience and disas-
ter preparedness alone.”

Grants of between $20,000 and
$10 million are available under the
Preparing Australian Communities
- Local Stream Program. Applica-
tions open on 10 December 2021
and close on 6 January 2022.

“The timing of this grant round,
over the holiday period, will also
make it increasingly hard for local
organisations and councils to pull

-.‘.:!!.

together quality applications,
which will again disadvantage re-
gional communities who don’t
have endless resources,” Ms
McBain said.

“I want money coming to this re-
gion, and for this reason, but this
grant round seems rushed. There
hasn’t been proper consideration
into priority regions, applications
are open for less than a month over
the holiday period and it hasn’t
been advertised extensively.

“The Morrison-Joyce Govern-
ment wants to look like it is doing
the right thing for our communi-
ties, but it is clearly out of touch
with our communities and has
once again missed the mark.”

COVID-19 response
a boost for Monaro

Press release from John Barilaro’s office

Member for Monaro John Bari-
laro today welcomed $180,000 in
funding for councils in the
Monaro to boost COVID re-
sponse efforts for vulnerable
members of the local community.

Mr Barilaro said Queanbeyan-
Palerang Regional Council and
Snowy Monaro Regional Council
were among 33 rural and border
councils to share in $3 million
under NSW Partnerships: Local
Councils Program — Stage 2.

“Our region has been hit hard by
the COVID-19 pandemic and this
funding boost will help provide
support for vulnerable residents to
ensure they get the help they
need,” Mr Barilaro said.

“Both Snowy Monaro and
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Councils have had a huge task sup-
porting their local communities

through the challenges of the past
two years and this funding will
make it a little easier for each
council.

“This program will provide a
much-needed boost for
council-led initiatives that
support vulnerable members
of the community to respond
to the COVID-19 pandemic.”

Each council will receive a
$90,000 grant as part of the pro-
gram which is targeted at small
rural councils and those adjoining
state and territory borders.

Minister for Mental Health, Re-
gional Youth and Women and local
MLC Bronnie Taylor said the ad-
ditional support is very welcome.

“The past two years has been an
incredibly challenging time for our
community, with the impacts of the

- - i

Member for Monaro John Barilaro with Minister for Mental Health, Regional
Youth and Women and local MLC Bronnie Taylor, Snowy Monaro Regional
Council Cr Rogan Corbett and Nationals candidate for Monaro Nichole
Overall.

bushfires, floods and COVID-19
felt across the Monaro,” Mrs Tay-
lor said.

“As we recover, it is important
that we invest in initiatives that
support our most vulnerable and
this funding will ensure our local
councils can provide the assistance
our region needs.”

The grants will be used for coun-
cil-led initiatives including case-
workers, bilingual workers, mental
health support, communication ac-
tivities to reach target groups,
emergency meals, transport to vac-
cination hubs, and small business
assistance, particularly in tourism
and hospitality.
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Braidwood Community Association asks the candidates

Sue Murray: I wrote to all the can-
didates running as a prospective
councillor for the upcoming
QPRC elections on behalf of the
Braidwood Community as Presi-

dent of the Braidwood Commu-
nity Association.

Since March this year, the BCA
has been engaging with our local
community to determine what are

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

our priorities for new projects for
Braidwood and district which we
want the new Council to pursue.

This followed a thorough three-
step process involving a survey of

residents seeking ideas; consolidat-
ing the ideas; and a further survey
of residents to prioritise the ideas.

The following six policy ques-
tions were put to all candidates:

"N
Katrina Willis - Group A
(THE GREENS)

Better maintenance of un-
sealed roads. Fully meet main-
tenance schedule and with
more transparency and com-
munication of schedule.

The condition of unsealed roads
in Braidwood and district have
been raised often in our conversa-
tions with residents. While noting
that recent natural disasters have
caused widespread damage, safe
roads are vital. Road maintenance
is also a major expense for coun-
cils. The Greens support QPRC
developing a medium-term main-
tenance schedule, advising the
community of planned mainte-
nance and communicating
progress, including where delays
are anticipated. Plans by the NSW
Government for the reclassifica-
tion and transfer of some roads to
the State Government will relieve

Highgate [T Services
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QPRC of certain maintenance re-
sponsibilities. It makes sense for
some of the savings from this
transfer to be redirected to un-
sealed roads. Roads will continue
to be vulnerable to damage from
stronger storms, floods and bush-
fires. Strong climate action to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions is
needed to contribute to the global
task of limiting warming and the
consequential adverse impacts on
infrastructure.

A long-term strategic plan for
Braidwood, including loca-
tions of future housing and
industrial development, pos-
sible bypass/ring road, social
housing, commitment to her-
itage protection and beautifi-
cation, tourism development
etc.

Given the growth of Braidwood’s
population in recent years, the
need for additional facilities and
its unique identity as a State-listed
Heritage Town, it makes sense to
develop a long-term strategic
plan.

We understand that the council
anticipates starting work on such a
plan in the next year. Protecting
and promoting the town’s heritage
values go hand in hand; this should
be supported with state, not just
local, government funding. We un-
derstand there are different views
about a town bypass. In particular,
the impact on small businesses
which have been hit with many
challenges in the past two years. A
bypass would require considera-
tion of local businesses and eco-
logical impacts. It needs to be part
of a broader vision of making the
town centre a vibrant place for
tourists. There are bound to be les-
sons from other centres e.g. Hol-
brook and Goulburn on the Hume
Highway. Installing electric vehi-
cle charging stations is one exam-
ple of a way to attract tourists to
visit and spend a few hours.

Securing Braidwood’s water
supply. QPRC is undertaking
a review of water security for

Braidwood and, depending
on the outcome of that review,
additional source options may
be considered.

Providing safe, reliable drinking
water to towns is a core responsi-
bility of QPRC. Braidwood’s ex-
perience during the most recent
drought, where potable water had
to be trucked from ACT reser-
voirs, illustrates the urgency of
addressing this matter.

We recently asked QPRC about
progress and were told that NSW
Public Works had formed a view
that additional storage capacity is
not needed. Any solution to secure
water supply needs to consider po-
tential growth of the town, includ-
ing residential, industrial and
agricultural activities. Water con-
servation should be the first focus,
as it delays the need to impose re-
strictions. The Greens would like
to see QPRC expand its Waterwise
program to help people meet the
costs of upgrading appliances and
fittings, in particular for older
premises. Grant funding should be
sought, if required, to help fund
this. As water supplies are suscep-
tible to the impacts of climate
change, this is another reason to be
taking strong climate action.

Environmental enhancement
eg. more tree planting for
shade within town and along
roads, protection of signifi-
cant trees, management of
creeks to improve public
access, and encourage bird-
watching and platypus view-
ing.

The Greens support the commu-
nity’s aspirations for improving
the local environment. Such
measures as trees for shade are
part of adapting to climate change
as well as mitigating future warm-
ing, and the council’s Urban For-
est and Cooling Strategy
recognises this.

Significant trees should be pro-
tected unless, as can occur with
large, old trees, they pose a danger
to people or threaten an occupied

property. During the COVID-19
lockdown, when people were re-
quired to stay close to home, the
importance of a healthy, inviting
and accessible environment be-
came all the more valuable. De-
veloping walking trails,
birdwatching opportunities, platy-
pus viewing and other low-impact
activities within the town or nearby
will provide amenities for residents
as well as offer new opportunities
to attract visitors to experience the
town and surrounding villages.

Preservation of Braidwood’s
heritage with more funding to
maintain heritage buildings.
Full and consistent applica-
tion of the Braidwood Devel-
opment Control Plan 2006.

The Greens consider local her-
itage a very important part of
local identity. The local heritage
characteristics of our towns and
villages differentiates them from
Canberra. This makes them not
only attractive places in which to
live but an economic strength as
well. Heritage recognition, pro-
motion and protection should en-
compass First Nations’
connections and history as well as
natural heritage, protecting our
landscapes, rivers, forests, wood-
lands and grasslands. Refer to our
answer, above, about the need for
adequate resources to maintain
heritage. Regulations designed to
protect heritage items should be
applied consistently, Where minor
variations are deemed reasonable
(accommodating modern require-
ments and standards without de-
tracting from core heritage
values), this needs to be explained
to the community.

Harmonisation of water,
sewage and waste charges
across QPRC. Overall Braid-
wood residential charges are
significantly higher than
those charged in Quean-
beyan. In 2021-22 they are
higher by $867.

While the council says it has har-
monised the rates and charges,
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this is not the same as equalising
them. Therefore, disparities exist.
Charges for a typical Braidwood
residence are about $1,000/yr
more than for a typical Quean-
beyan house.

However, Braidwood rates are
lower than Queanbeyan rates,
with a lower base and ad-valorem
rate, by about $500/yr for a typi-
cal Braidwood house. The net ef-

|| ';,.-,‘ -.‘ 4 .’ / : :\
Mareeta GRUNDY - GROUP B
(INDEPENDENT)

Better maintenance of un-
sealed roads. Fully meet main-
tenance schedule and with
more transparency and com-
munication of schedule.

We seek to make regional road
maintenance and upgrades one of
the highest priorities for Council
and one of the ways to do this is
to examine the failures of existing
procedures, policies and method-

fect leaves Braidwood residences
about $500/yr worse off.

It’s not clear why charges are so
much higher in Braidwood. It
could be to do with the higher price
to service and provide infrastruc-
ture per lot owing to the smaller
township relative to other urban
centres in QPRC. Council should
explain the reasons.

Efforts should always be made

ologies, including schedules.

We also seek for Council to bet-
ter support the tourism and the vis-
itor economy through its policies,
projects and decisions in relation to
accommodation, town beautifica-
tion & natural enhancement, park-
ing, town planning and the like.

A long-term strategic plan for
Braidwood, including loca-
tions of future housing and
industrial development etc ..

Another of our policies which un-
derpins your priority project list is
our pursuit of a Comprehensive
Independent Review of Council.
This will enable Council to move
forward with informed eyes in a
number of areas, including town
planning, infrastructure funding,
tourism and operational spending,
to drive proper reforms and effi-
ciencies. It will also expose incon-
sistencies in Council policies
around things like rates and
charges. We too are concerned by
a levy system that overburdens a
section of the community, like
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to look for ways to reduce the im-
pact of charges. e.g. by reducing
waste to landfill by increasing re-
cycling rates, repairing (e.g. repair
café) and composting at home, in-
stalling rainwater tanks for gardens
and laundry requirements, improv-
ing water retention of soils through
addition of organic matter and
mulching, and conserving water
through water audits and installa-
tion of efficient appliances. This is

Braidwood, without due cause
and we will pursue any unfair-
ness. This Independent Review
will also be helpful in targeting
oversights such as the lack of a
Master Plan for Braidwood and
will open up opportunities for ex-
penditure efficiencies to create
flow on benefits such as more eq-
uitable funding of town beautifi-
cation and general environmental
enhancement projects as you have
identified.

Securing Braidwood’s water
supply. QPRC is undertaking
a review of water security for
Braidwood and, depending
on the outcome of that review,
additional source options may
be considered.
While our group has not specifi-
cally identified Braidwood’s
water supply as a policy area we
have identified our support of es-
sentials before gold plated extras.
We would see a secure water
supply for Braidwood as essential

particularly the case for older
homes and business premises. Res-
idents living on low incomes may
need assistance to convert to water
efficient appliances, such as using
the council’s Waterwise program.
Non-resident property owners may
need incentives to make changes
for tenanted homes and business
premises and there may be NSW
government funds available to as-
sist with this.

and it seems entirely reasonable to
be supportive of Council consider-
ing additional water source options
in order to secure that water sup-
ply.

Preservation of Braidwood’s
heritage with more funding to
maintain heritage buildings.
Full and consistent applica-
tion of the Braidwood Devel-
opment Control Plan 2006.

While we have not specifically
listed heritage preservation as a
policy we believe heritage to be of
fundamental importance in a
number of areas such as tourism
and citizen lifestyle satisfaction.

Actively seeking additional gov-
ernment grant funding for heritage
rehabilitation purposes would be
entirely fitting. One of our core
policies is to enact Council reforms
to enable our region to be a leader
in lifestyle and ratepayer satisfac-
tion in NSW.

I hope this helps outline our
commitment to the issues you have
identified.
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Kenrick WINCHESTER -

GROUP F (INDEPENDENT)

Better maintenance of un-
sealed roads. Fully meet main-
tenance schedule and with
more transparency and com-
munication of schedule.

Maintenance and upgrading of
unsealed roads continue to be a
major issue throughout the coun-
cil area, and has been exacerbated
by the weather we have been ex-
periencing of late.

We all should be aware that ex-
treme weather events are expected
to occur more frequently into the
future, so we need to be prepared,
and be providing additional re-
sources to ensure our roads are safe
and actually drivable. I have been
studying how other rural councils
address unsealed roads and believe
there are many lessons to be learnt.
I also believe we should be com-
mitted to sealing a certain number
of kilometres per year, which will
directly lead to less grading being
required.

In the previous 12 months, I
have joined with many local resi-
dents who have submitted com-
plaints regarding the state of their
roads. I have reached out to these
residents and driven the roads
alongside them, in areas such as
Boro, Mt Fairy, Forbes Creek, Car-
woola, Williamsdale, Butmaroo
and others.

Seeing firsthand the state of
some of the roads has not only
helped me to advocate on resi-
dents’ behalf, but also ensures that
our ratepayers know that they are
being heard, that someone is actu-
ally listening and cares, and I will
continue to do make myself avail-
able for these road inspections if I
am re-elected to council.

A long-term strategic plan for
Braidwood, including loca-
tions of future housing and
industrial development, pos-
sible bypass/ring road, etc.

In my opinion, the number 1 pri-
ority that we need to collectively
deliver for the Braidwood com-
munity during the next council
term is the structure plan.

We need to bring certainty to
residents regarding Council’s long
term vision for the town and its
surrounds. The structure plan will
identify land that can be potentially
rezoned as commercial, as there is
very little industrial land available
in Braidwood, but also and perhaps
more importantly for residential
development. At present, there is
significant pressure on existing
housing stock in the region, which
directly increases affordability, and
releasing more land for current and
future residents will assist with this
issue. Of course, this will need to
be done in a strategic and sustain-
able fashion, with input from resi-
dents. The structure plan will also
identify a potential route for a by-
pass for the town. The bypass may
prove controversial at first, how-
ever we have seen many examples
how bypasses have been the mak-
ing of a town, and I know we can
work together to ensure Braid-
wood benefits from any bypass.

We need to bring forward the re-
vamp of the former D&S site and
convert it to much needed Car
Parking for the Braidwood CBD,
which will take pressure off the on-
street parking on Wallace Street.
To do this, we will likely need to
being forward the relocation of the
adjoining council depot.

Thirdly, we need to ensure that
Lascelles street finally receives the
upgrades that have been promised,
but not yet delivered. The area in
and around Jeremys is potentially
the busiest in the town, and it is in
a very sad state. I believe the fund-
ing for this has been received, so
let’s get it done.

Securing Braidwood’s water
supply.

A complex issue that needs ad-
dressing, especially as weather
events become more unpredictable
and the Braidwood region grows,
we need to commission a study to
investigate options that will ensure
the resilience of the towns water
supplies if we are once again faced
with a long drought.

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Environmental enhancement
eg. more tree planting for
shade within town and along
roads, protection of signifi-
cant trees, management of
creeks to improve public
access, and encourage bird-
watching and platypus view-
ing.

Caring for our natural environ-
ment is a key role of council and
is something I am certain the next
council will take increasingly se-
riously.

A key decision early in the term
of the new Council will the adop-
tion of the Urban Forest Strategy.
This will potentially have signifi-
cant consequences not only tree
maintenance, protection and plant-
ings, but also on planning consid-
erations and what surfaces to use
for footpaths.

The new council will need to
quickly avail itself of all relevant
information relating to what serv-
ices Council currently provides,
and should be providing, and make
important decisions on how these
are to be funded into the future.
My plan is to tour the region (with
locals as my guide) to discuss how
Council can assist with any proj-
ects or issues that need attention.

Preservation of Braidwood’s
heritage with more funding to
maintain heritage buildings.

Braidwood’s State Heritage list-
ing adds complexity when plan-
ning the future of the town, and
when reviewing development ap-
plications, Councillors will need
to take on board the sentiment of
the Braidwood community, when
making long term decisions rec-
ommended by heritage advisers
and council staff.

We need to ensure that staff have
the expertise and training to be
able to assess DAs, and work with
Heritage NSW to preserve Braid-
wood’s character. We need to en-
sure there is consistency when it
comes to the referrals to Heritage
NSW, as this has been an issue in
recent times. There is certainly
room for improvement in the rela-
tionship between Council and Her-
itage NSW, and by improving
these links we can hopefully re-
duce the delays we often see when
a heritage impacted DA is submit-
ted. As part of the Structure Plan
process, and any subsequent up-
dates to the Braidwood Develop-
ment Control Plan, it is my

intention to work side-by-side with
the Braidwood Community Asso-
ciation, as well as other stakehold-
ers from the area, to ensure the
towns heritage and history is in no
way negatively impacted.

Harmonisation of water,
sewage and waste charges
across QPRC.

A comprehensive rates harmoni-
sation project was recently under-
taken, which involved significant
input from the community and
residents’ associations.

Bringing together what essen-
tially a metro-based council in
Queanbeyan City, and a rural
council in Palerang, was always
going to present challenges in rela-
tion to equity across the new coun-
cil area, and the harmonisation
process was always going to be
complex.

Now that the initial project has
been completed, and new rating
structures implemented, Council
needs to analyse the water, sewer
and waste charges across the
Council area to ensure they are eq-
uitable to all residents and reflect
the level of service being provided.

I am aware that Braidwood resi-
dents have seen a significant in-
crease to water charges (approx.
23%) of late, and that there is a sig-
nificant disparity between the av-
erage amount Queanbeyan-based
residents pay for water, sewer and
waste when compared to the aver-
age Palerang resident. It is my in-
tention to work with staff,
resident’s associations and other
relevant stakeholders, to interro-
gate the data that all charges are
based on, and if required, have it
equitably adjusted. This is some-
thing that should occur annually,
across the council area.

In relation to waste services,
many residents would be aware
that that council has proposed to
close the green waste facilities at
Majors Creek and Araluen. The
new council will need to work with
residents to ensure if they are in-
deed closed, that alternate arrange-
ments/services are implemented,
that will allow for the collection of
green waste without a significant
charge for doing so. We will need
to work with residents and actually
listen to their requests and con-
cerns when making the final deci-
sion.

.. continued on page |3
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Local Government Elections Saturday 4 December
The elections are now less than three weeks away.

Enrolled residents of QPRC will be able to pre-poll from
22 November. You can pre-poll at:

QPRC Office 6 Park Lane, Braidwood

QPRC Office 10 Majara Street, Bungendore

Axis Youth Centre building in Queanbeyan

Jerrabomberra Community Centre
There are also remote voting options including iVote and
postal voting. Head to the NSW Electoral Commission
website to find out if you may be eligible.

Find the candidates for our region at bit.ly/elec-2021

Upcycled Christmas

Do you love decorating your home or business for
Christmas? Share photos of your 2021 Christmas
displays which include at least one upcycled item, for
your chance to win. There are business and resident
prizes available.

» Find out more about our luxury prizes and enter by
16 December at treasuretrail.com.au/xmas

Have Your Say @

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979

and Regulations

» Documents required to be advertised under NSW
planning legislation can be viewed by accessing
bit.ly/DPnotices

Council Meetings and Times

Council holds Ordinary Meetings on the fourth
Wednesday of each month and Planning and Strategy
Committee Meetings on the second Wednesday of each
month. Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business
papers for the meetings are available on the Friday prior to
the meeting from bit.ly/MinutesAgendas. Both meetings
are live streamed via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast.

Following months of community participation via

Zoom, our Queanbeyan Chambers have been set up

to accommodate both councillors and the community.
Those attending in person are asked to check in with
the Service NSW QR Code, respect the social distancing
guidelines and to stay home if you feel unwell - instead
join us online. There is limited space in the Queanbeyan
Chamber, however, there is some overflow available in

Projects & initiatives open for community
comment

Closing Date
(2021)

Bicentennial Hall.

For those wanting to make a presentation on an Agenda

Draft Bungendore 7.11 Contributions Plan | 29 November

Community and Recreation Facilities

item, you can make a:
Written presentation - submit by midday on Tuesday
Zoom presentation - register by midday on

Wednesday
Verbal presentation - register online by midday

2022
Monaro Street Upgrade Ongoing
Renew 2620 Ongoing

Wednesday or by 5.30pm at the door.

Find all the details on Council's engagement hub at
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Submissions can be made:

By registering and commenting via
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Register to make a presentation at
bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
17 November
24 November

- Extraordinary Council Meeting
- Ordinary Council Meeting

By email to council@qgprc.nsw.gov.au (referencing the

item in the subject line)

By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
Delivered in person to Queanbeyan, Bungendore or
Braidwood offices

Shop & Win until 1 December

Shop & Win is on in Braidwood and Bungendore! Enter
the draw for your chance to win a fortnightly $500 draw
or the major prize of $5000.

Spend $20 or more before 1 December at a
participating business to receive an entry ticket. Enter
your ticket and details into the form on our website (or
at the Braidwood or Queanbeyan libraries).

For more information and to enter the draw head
to treasuretrail.com.au/win

ACT TP21/01286 and TP21/01285

Written Questions on Notice

Questions on notice from the community must be
submitted via email to public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au

or in writing, by 12pm on the Wednesday prior to the
meeting. All questions and responses will be tabled at
each Public Forum, provided to the person who asked the
questions and published on our website.

Follow us on social media

@QbnPalerangRC o
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang o

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter

Peter Tegart - CEO
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620

1300 735 025
council@gprec.nsw.gov.au
WWWw.gprc.nsw.gov.au

eepurl.com/codv-v e
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QPRC ELECTION 4 DECEMBER 2021 — How-to-vote lift-out

For ELECTION of COUNCILLORS for
Oueanbeyan-Falerang Reglonal Council place
FOR COUNCIL a'1’in box marked ‘Group ' ahove the Black Line
NUMBER [T] IN
GROUP ‘D’
ABOVE THE LINE THE GREENS

Then number
the other boxes
above the line .
as indicated. WILLIS, Katrina
Ho need to number the
boxes below the line.

The Greens

GORDON, Forbes
The Greens

BENYON, Melissa

The Greens

BUCKMAN, Greg

The Greens

COX, Melissa
The Greens

HOW TO

Queanbeyan-Palerang

BRYCE WILSON

CLARK, Andrew
The Greens

Photograph me it Scan the QR
and take me to > code to find
the polling booth! out more .

You DO NOT need to
number any box under the line
to make your vote count.

VOTE MATERIAL H;
ECTION DAY

GROUP I

L

GROUP A

[ ]

I Croup B

And pul a number 2 in
GROUP F

{ahone the line)

[ mangos, john

1 | GRUNDY, Mareeta G s B =
L] vioeperer s RECEE
j BUJAROSKE, Ashlsigh
ndeperoem \WEBSTER, Edwina
|:| HICKS, Trevor HIEFEHLEST
Independe i .
| [ty i
l:l FAHEY, Carla
|:| BRESNIK, Frank R | WIS T
Indheper iz [}t ur W0D, Tany
" neerders PIAHER
l:l EURNFLL, Jeffray (Rl
[] ma¥moLDS, jamie [ Pamavsee, fie WIEEHET
Independs: " ndeparden LENTRIT, Mureay
IMDFEHIHT
- | rUZMANDYSHI, IMORRISSEY, Matt
|| weRien, Bonnie L ateonio : TLFHFAFHT
Independe: duperdn; BROVNE, Jan

RIFFRAFHT

[ CALLAN, Raymond
- | - TR
|_| RES, John

Indefendsr

|| EpwaRrps, Daniel
Independe
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QPRC ELECTION 4 DECEMBER 2021 — How-to-vote lift-out

AT THE QUEANBEYAN-PALERANG
REGIONAL COUNCIL ELECTION

It's time for a new chapter. The Queanbeyan-Palerang region
deserves a council that's real, honest and inspired - just like we are.
Every Group F candidate grew up in, and has strong ties to, the area.
We're decisive, fearless and we care deeply about QPRC people.

GROUP @ PLACE ‘1" HERE

g
| GROUP F
I:l BISCOTTI Michele
s 1
(] g .
GROUP)
D TALEOT John . |:| WINCHESTER, Kenrick
Indegendent Bé Sure te anly @
5
[ ouestoxeny ull!_!_ll_ll_lllﬂ. WEBSTER, dwina
skt o LABOR
(] e L] i
FAHEY, Carla l:l WILSOH, Bryce
o ".m MY LIYERMORE, Esma
s WOOD, Tony D T
[ e [ ecn
TINE Riex I:l 'EE:L’-‘"E:E-'MM o l:l BAOOK, Mt
\nienengent . .ﬂfﬁ rl.!urray l:l SIKEH, Kammy
MORRISSEY, Matt D NICHILSON, Tmothy
IHJEPERDENT
BROWNE, lan [ ] Mmemsan oe
THIEPER DT

VOTE

Council Election

& the Labor Team

— You DO NOTEneed to number any box under the line to make your vote count —

Queanbeyan Palerang Regional Council election On 4 December 2021
1|WATERHOUSE Bill
GROUP J Vote 1 for Bill Waterhouse and number 5 more candidates of your choice BELOW THE LINE
DTE 1- GROUP J
{above the ling) 1 ELECTION OF 11 COUNCILLORS
: e p— s [ e, i | e
il { 0 5 O 5 ]
LABOR [ | -~
I:l WILSON, Bryce WATERHOUSE Bill
LAz L jent
D LIVERMORE, Estna m et
|:| PRESTON,John E mmﬁt Kyol
BROQK, Maimiti
LA30%
HOLGATE James
I:l S_II';IEil-LKammy D Independent
|:| HICHOLSON, Timothy e s
[C — ISLEY Ginevra
ﬂl:.ln[:EHSDN. Joel [] Independent

“Put the Regional back into QPRC/”

itive « Labor

Printed by Artplan Graphics, 64 Budawang Road Mongarlowe NSW 2622. Authorised by Bill Waterhouse 55 Red Hill Road Majors Creek
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QPRC ELECTION 4 DECEMBER 2021 — How-to-vote lift-out

HOW TO

VOTE LIBERAL

There is one step to voting Liberal.

Please follow these simple instructions.

GROUPB

GROUPI
Number
the boxes 1
as shown
. LIBERAL
GROUPI

BURTON Louise
3 LIBERAL

GROUFB

[ sRUNDY Mareata

TERNOUTH
LIBERAL
SCHWEIKERT Mark
LIBERAL

BOZ Robert
LIBERAL

MACDONALD Ross
| uBERAL

SCHWARTZ Rob
LIBERAL

| HICKS Trevar
Independent
| BRESHIK Frank
Indepandent
| RAYNOLDS Jamia
Indepandant

| O'BRIEN Bonnle
Indlepandant

|| rRes John
Indepandant

| EDWARDS Danlel
| Indepardent

Council Election Saturday 4 December
How to Vote papers will not be issued at the booth for this election due to
COVID concerns. So please take this along with you to Vote Libaral.

p (VNI P AR A IFOR QUEANBEYAN-PALERANG

S o b o o e W

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

* Reformed & Transparency In Council
* Better Roads Program

+ Secure Infrastructure

+ Greater Tourism in Regional Palerang
+ Rate Reform

* Future Proofing our Communities

+ Transparency in Councils Budgets

| am working for the communities, standing for better;

* Upgrades to Current Community facilities

My Name is Kyol Booth-Hunt, | am running for the upcoming Local Elections on the 4 December 2021,
| am a family man and a father of four. | live in Hoskinstown, in regional area of Queanbeyan-Palerang
council, I'm standing for your voice, everyone and every group needs a voice! | am your voice below
the line. Vote 1 Kyol Booth-Hunt your Independent.

Put numbers 1-6 below the line
Vote below the line

1 ] BOOTH-HUNT Kyol

Independent

Above or below?

Preferential voting gives you the choice

Robin Tennant-Wood

There are 75 individual candi-
dates contesting the 11 seats in
Queanbeyan-Palerang Council
and on 4 December, we will de-
cide who will occupy those seats
for the next three years.

The preferential system of vot-
ing is complicated, but for the
voter, it comes down to one choice:
marking either one box above the
line for a group, or at least six
below the line for individual can-
didates.

There are nine above-the-line
groups on the QPRC ballot paper,
one below the line group and four
ungrouped candidates. In order to
vote for an individual candidate,
you must number six boxes below

the line, with your first preference
as number 1, then consecutively
for your subsequent choices.

Three of the groups above the
line represent political parties:
Group A (The Greens); Group I
(Liberal) and Group J (Labor). The
other groups are non-party aligned.

There are only four current
councillors standing for re-elec-
tion: Trevor Hicks, Kenrick Win-
chester, Michele Biscotti and Mark
Schweikert.

The quota system explained
A candidate is elected when they
have received sufficient votes for a
‘quota’. A quota is determined by
first dividing the aggregate number
of first preferences by one more

than the number of candidates to
be elected. The quotient (disre-
garding the fraction) is increased
by 1 to give the quota. After the
count of first preferences is com-
plete, each candidate who has
reached quota is elected.

Where an elected candidate has
a surplus of ballot papers over the
quota, this surplus is transferred to
the continuing candidates (ie those
not yet elected or excluded). If
multiple candidates are to be
elected, each candidate’s surplus is
transferred (one at a time) to the
continuing candidates, from the
highest surplus to the lowest.

Where a voter has marked a
Number 1 for a group above the
line, no preferences will be allo-
cated beyond that group. The
group itself will be allocated the
full vote: if the group receives a
quota, its lead candidate will be de-
clared elected. If the group re-
ceives two quotas, its second
candidate will be elected, and so
on.

Late scratching

Local candidate, Karuna Ba-
jracharya, announced last week
that he has withdrawn his candi-
dacy. Unfortunately, according to
the NSW Electoral Commission, a
candidate cannot officially with-
draw after nominations close. A
spokesperson for the Electoral
Commission told the Changing
Times that “A candidate cannot
withdraw their nomination after
the close of nominations at
12noon, Wednesday 3 November.
They will remain on the ballot
paper and if they are successful in
the election they will be declared
elected.”

While his name remains on the
ballot paper, Mr Bajracharya has
made a statement (see Letters) re-
garding his decision and urging

voters to give their support to other
local candidates.
In a nutshell

The process of counting votes,
distributing preferences and allo-
cating quotas is undertaken by the
NSW Electoral Commission. On
election night, first preferences are
counted inside each polling place
under strict security and scrutiny.
The ballot papers are then taken to
the closest electoral office where
they are checked and the distribu-
tion of preferences is carried out. It
may take several days before the
final make up of our new council
is confirmed.

However, the duty of the voter is
simple. Either Number 1 above the
line for a group, or Numbers 1 to 6
below the line for individual can-
didates.

The choice is ours.
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BCA asks the candidates

Michele BISCOTTI - GROUP G
(INDEPENDENT)

Better maintenance of un-
sealed roads. Fully meet main-
tenance schedule and with
more transparency and com-
munication of schedule.

Given that that 58% QPRC asset
value is held in roads, it would be
prudent for any elected Council to
articulate a well-considered ap-
proach to road maintenance, in
particular rural roads and bridges.

Having lived on a rural property
(former Tallaganda Shire and
Palerang Council) and with family
and friends who still live in the
rural parts of the LGA, I know
first-hand the importance of regu-
lar scheduled road maintenance al-
beit sealed, un-sealed, rural or
urban for the safety of our loved
ones and the community we live
in.

If elected, our team is committed
to:

* Lobbying State Govt for in-
creased funding for road mainte-
nance
Improving community under-
standing of the process for priori-
tisation of road maintenance
Bringing community voice to
Council staff, alongside hard data
for road prioritisation
Proactive engagement with the
community for a comprehensive
review of annual asset manage-
ment plan
Ensure completion of the further
upgrades stages — Nerriga Road
(Australian Government Funding
Application)
* Bridges — Deliver replacements
projects for - Foxlow, River For-

... continued from page 8

est Rd, Brick Kiln Lane Wallace
Gap

A long-term strategic plan for
Braidwood, including loca-
tions of future housing and
industrial development, pos-
sible bypass/ring road, social
housing, commitment to her-
itage protection and beautifi-
cation, tourism development
etc.

Noting that the current elected
Council have undertaken signifi-
cant work in developing the Bun-
gendore Structure Plan, if elected,
our team (and newly elected
Council) focus must turn toward
the development of a thirty-year
Braidwood Structure Plan to en-
sure the development of Braid-
wood occurs in a coordinated and
heritage sensitive manner and in a
direction that reflects the views of
the community.

This includes but not limited to:
Relocation of the Council depot
and construction of the Braid-
wood carpark connecting to Wal-
lace Street

Refurbishment of the Council
building with provision for com-
munity spaces

Delivery of the staged footpath
network including footpaths to
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club
Secure grant funding for further
upgrades to the Braidwood
Recreation Ground (including
provision of skate park), the Ar-
aluen Campground and Nerriga
Sports and Recreation Ground

Securing Braidwood’s water
supply. QPRC is undertaking
a review of water security for
Braidwood and, depending
on the outcome of that review,
additional source options may
be considered.

I supported the Mayors Notice of
Motion (subsequent to an infor-
mation report to Council) to un-
dertake this important review
given the significant impact to the
Braidwood community in moving
to Stage 4 water restrictions back
in January 2020.

If elected, our team will request
the report back to the newly
elected Council as matter of prior-
ity, ensuring a comprehensive re-
search analysis of potential storage
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alternatives or augmenting current
supply, securing water supply
when the community needs it the
most i.e. 2019/2020

Environmental enhancement
eg. more tree planting for
shade within town and along
roads, protection of signifi-
cant trees, management of
creeks to improve public
access, and encourage bird-
watching and platypus view-
ing.

Our team is committed to a clean,
green community that cherishes
its natural and physical character.

If elected, we would consider the
environmental impacts of future
developments, our natural land-
scapes and water resources are sus-
tainably managed. We support the
continuation of the 10,000 tree
planting program initiated under
the former Queanbeyan City
Council and adopted by the newly
formed  Queanbeyan-Palerang
Council.

Braidwood is dynamic and a
thriving place which attracts eco-
nomic activity. If elected, our team
will continue the ongoing revitali-
sation of Braidwood’s town centre
and green spaces (parks and rivers)
with open public spaces curated
with streetscapes, lighting and
landscaping sympathetic to the
town heritage and architectural
themes.

Preservation of Braidwood’s
heritage with more funding to
maintain heritage buildings.
Full and consistent applica-
tion of the Braidwood Devel-
opment Control Plan 2006.

The Braidwood community has a
diverse and active cultural envi-
ronment in which we should all
take pride in its rich heritage.

If elected, our team is committed
in continuing to protect Braid-
wood’s high quality heritage envi-
ronment while allowing for
sympathetic growth. Strong com-
pliance and adherence to the Braid-
wood DCP 2006 is critical whilst
also measuring and testing the
DCP for improvement where or if
required.

With proven strong stakeholder
engagement, we will advocate to
the NSW Government for Braid-
wood special heritage funding
highlighting and leveraging off the
rich built heritage to encourage
tourism and supporting business.

Harmonisation of water,
sewage and waste charges in
QPRC. Overall Braidwood
residential charges are signif-
icantly higher than those
charged in Queanbeyan.

Residential Braidwood has seen
an overall reduction — 1.22% in
the average or Typical Residential
Bill through the harmonisation
process subsequent to the former
Queanbeyan City Council and
Palerang Council merger.

This is a complex issue and each
tariff (Water, Sewer and Waste)
structure for each scheme needs to
be critically addressed independ-
ently noting that many parts of our
LGA have specific or unique re-
quirements with a once size does
not fit all. The current elected
Council had the onerous responsi-
bility to achieve a baseline subse-
quent to the 2016 merger assessing
the schemes which can reasonably
sustain the level of expenditure,
both capital and operational, for
the immediately foreseeable plan-
ning period (10 years). However it
is mine and my teams view that
further work and a critical analysis
on each tariff for ‘Residential
Braidwood’ category is required
noting the significant increase to
this category (Water, Sewer and
Waste).

If elected, our team will request
a review of the Water Charges for
this category, in particular Non-
Revenue Water (NRW). The fi-
nancial model forecast
demonstrated that the water tariff
structure for 2021/2022 needs to be
set to raise a total revenue of $3.49
million pa to sustain a level of ex-
penditure with an adopted lower
average residential water con-
sumption applied across the LGA.

However given the current chal-
lenges in securing Braidwood’s
water supply (as discussed in point
3 above), accounting for NRW
across this category as a means of
risk management and in an effort
to guard against revenue reduc-
tions that could result from the ex-
tremes of continued drought/water
restrictions.

In an effort in addressing and re-
solving point 3 above, securing
Braidwood’s water supply will in-
fluence and reduce the risk mitiga-
tion of revenue loss,
realigning/increasing the average
forecasted residential consumption
with a view to lower the tariff for
the category.
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Bryce WILSON - GROUP |
(LABOR)

Answer provided by John Pre-
ston. Many thanks indeed for
helping us to understand the pri-
orities for an in-coming new
council that we hope to deliver in
December.

/ — | ¥

Bill WATERHOUSE
(UNGROUPED)

As I strongly stated at the recent
BCA Committee meeting, I am
firmly committed to helping build
a council more responsive to the
wishes of the community. Your
survey is the perfect means for
doing so and I believe I said so at
the meeting.

Rest assured, I am committed to
the 6 main items resulting from the
survey as being the most important
issues for folks in this area. Every-
one I have spoken to over the last
little while raise these as important
issues. They also mention the de-
lays when trying to get anything at

As one of the two non-Quean-
beyan, Jerrabomberra or Googong
representatives on the Labor
Group J ticket, Bryce has asked me
to respond on our behalf. I am a
Bungendore resident of over 25
years and our villages share many
of the same priorities and issues.

One of our core beliefs as Labor
members is that consultation with
the community should be a priority
and a foundational part of our du-
ties as your representatives on
council.

The work you have done to pro-
duce this list of priorities would
mirror our approach to commu-
nity consultation and it will cer-
tainly help us to hit the ground
running come December.

There is much to support in the
list of priorities uncovered by your
survey and I would like to touch
briefly on a couple of them in par-
ticular that the QPRC Labor ticket

all done through council and the
lack of quality communication.

With respect, I do warn of
budget restraints which will have
been placed upon the new council
by the outgoing one but hopefully,
they (or perhaps we) can navigate
the way through those financial is-
sues.

I also note that essentially the
strategic plan and heritage issues
are somewhat entwined with each
other and that environmental en-
cancement is also connected. They
are all connected to creating a
clearer and unified ‘Vision’ for the
area, grounded in quality consulta-
tion and effective data collection.

Might I add that I am a strong
supporter of the various festivals
on offer in the area and would love
to see the Heritage Festival rein-
carnated in some way and look for-
ward to the ‘reignited’ Two Fires
and the Majors Creek Music Festi-
val. I also believe council can play
a part in promoting the Equine re-
lated carnivals and indeed the
“Machine Show” all of which
bring visitors and added wealth to
the area.

I also note that the BAVBC has
a great similarity of issues raised in
their recent letter to council and the
community and I will be support-
ing those ideas as well. I am sure
you and your committee have no-
ticed the same overlap that I have
noted and the valuable other ideas
put forward.
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understands from both this survey
and other discussions we have had
in the regional areas of the Local
Government Area (LGA) in recent
weeks:

The maintenance of roads, par-
ticularly unsealed roads, in the
LGA is one such issue. A detailed
and transparent plan to address this
issue is required and should be a
priority for the council. The safety
and amenity of people on the roads
in our LGA must be a priority.

Long-term strategic planning
across the LGA, but particularly
for the smaller regional centres is
imperative. A considered and sus-
tainable strategic plan will address
a number of the other issues you
raise including road maintenance,
future development issues, water
supply, heritage and, importantly
from our perspective, environmen-
tal enhancement and climate action
opportunities.

James HOLGATE
(UNGROUPED)

Thank you for the opportunity to
endorse the priority projects as
outlined in the results of your re-
cent survey, including the ‘top 6’
relating to roads, strategic plan-
ning, water supply, environment,
Braidwoods’ heritage and QPRC
rates harmonisation.

Naturally T will seek to deliver
all of these very worthwhile proj-
ects in accordance with funding
constraints of the council and in a
way that balances competing pri-
orities across the QPRC Local
Government Area.

I acknowledge there are reason-
able concerns that the council may
be ‘Queanbeyan focussed’ and I
will diligently consider recent and
ongoing projects that ensures eq-
uity and fairness for all communi-
ties across the LGA. All projects
must be affordable, environmen-
tally responsible and deliver re-
sults.

I support the projects outlined
subject to responsible and equi-
table allocation of resources.

Ginevra PEISLEY
(UNGROUPED)

I would be very pleased to pro-
vide my in principle support to
Braidwood’s priority projects as
part of my campaign platform as

Another priority for the in-com-
ing council is to properly under-
stand the financial position of
QPRC and to determine how the
council can look to generate alter-
native revenue streams from
sources other than rates and
charges. On the new council we
will need to work harder with State
and Federal representatives to se-
cure funding and partner with the
other levels of government to de-
liver services where they are
needed across the region.

The QPRC Labor team looks
forward to working with the Braid-
wood Community Association and
with the broader Braidwood com-
munity to deliver on the priorities
that you have identified and others
that will arise from further consul-
tation with the community. The
QPRC Labor team is committed to
on-going and frequent consultation
across the LGA.

an independent councillor in the
upcoming Queanbeyan Palerang
Council elections.

Living in a rural area myself I
am aware of a number of inequities
in the delivery of services and lack
of investment in the maintenance
of basic rural community facilities
across our region.

Margot SACHSE (GROUP C -
INDEPENDENT)

No reply by the due date and
time requested.

Stefo TASKOVSKI (GROUP D
- INDEPENDENT)

No reply by the due date and
time requested.

John MANGOS (GROUP H -
INDEPENDENT)

No reply by the due date and
time requested.

Louise BURTON (GROUP I -
LIBERALS)

No reply by the due date and
time requested.

Kyol BOOTH-HUNT (UN-
GROUPED)

No reply by the due date and
time requested.

Karuna BAJRACHARYA /
Keith Potger (GROUP E — INDE-
PENDENT - Below the line)

[SCRATCHED]
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Australia’s first renewable
energy zone declared

NSW Government press release

Australia’s first ever Renewable
Energy Zone (REZ), the Central-
West Orana REZ, has been de-
clared.

Energy Minister Matt Kean said
this is a great win for the Central
West as the REZ will help drought-
proof traditional farming commu-
nities, as well as provide new
income streams for landholders
that host electricity infrastructure.

“NSW is driving the nation’s ac-
tion on climate change, by secur-
ing our economic  and
environmental  prosperity  for
decades to come,” Mr Kean said.

“Once complete this REZ will
provide at least 3,000 megawatts
of cheap, reliable electricity,
enough to power 1.4 million
homes. It will also drive $5.2 bil-
lion in private investment into the
Central West by 2030, supporting
around 3,900 construction jobs.

“In NSW, we not only have tar-
gets and plans, we also have na-
tion-leading legislation that will
deliver on our commitment to
halve emissions by 2030 and
achieve net zero by 2050.”

“REZs are modern day power
stations which bring together low-
cost solar and wind generation
with transmission and storage to
produce cheap, clean and reliable
electricity.”

Member for Dubbo Dugald
Saunders said this is a great mile-
stone for the region, as the decla-
ration gives the certainty the
community needs to plan and build
the REZ in a way that comple-
ments local farming and other land
uses.

“As we know our region is
blessed with some of the best re-

newable resources anywhere in the
country, and this REZ will provide
jobs, investment and economic
benefits for generations to come,”
Mr Saunders said.

“We have spent a long time con-
sulting and working with local
communites to make sure this in-
frastructure is built where our local
community wants it, and I will
continue to represent community
interests.”

The Energy Corporation of
NSW (EnergyCo NSW) will be
appointed as the infrastructure
planner and will coordinate the
transmission, generation, firming
and

storage projects.

As Infrastructure Planner, Ener-
gyCo NSW will assess and recom-
mend REZ network infrastructure
projects that best suit each commu-
nity’s needs. Working with a range
of stakeholders, it will prepare the
declaration in a way that considers
local priorities and values, land use
planning, investor interest and the
legislative requirements.

Central-West Orana REZ in-
cludes the areas of Dubbo, Nar-
romine, Wellington, Dunedoo,
Gulgong, Mudgee, Cassilis,
Coolah, Mendooran, Mumbil, Eu-
mungerie and Gilgrandra.
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Community Bank
Braidwood and Bungendore

B Bendigo Bank

Notice of Annual General Meeting

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of
the members of Palerang Financial Services Ltd ABN:
83 097 801 100 is deemed to be held 1/19 Park Lane,
Braidwood NSW, as per PFSL Constitution, Rule 66 and
otherwise online only via:
VIDEO CONFERENCE CALL
on Zoom.com AT 6.30PM AEDST
ON THURSDAY, 25 NOVEMBER 2021

No physical AGM will be held for 2021 due to the corona
virus restrictions in place when the PFSL Board made this
decision.

You can contact the PFSL Office on 02 4842 1118 or email
admin@nofsl.com.au to reaister vour attendance.

Inviting Expressions of Interest
from Braidwood & District Community Groups only
Looking for a fund-raising opportunity?

All being well, the January 2022 BOOK FAIR
will be held over 10 days

You can run the Fair for one whole day
during Weds 26 to Sun 30" January inclusive

and keep the net profits for that day.
Interested? For information contact:
Marjorie: braidwoodbookfair@gmail.com

REGIONAL REAL ESTATE

= = 8

4

Braidwood

94 Reservoir Lane

‘Oakie Hill’ offers the boutique farmer
everything from productive granite
grazing paddocks to picturesque
views overlooking the historic &
unique township of Braidwood. All
that’s left to do is design and build
your dream home with the views to
match and start living the dream.

Reidsdale
94 Sawyers Ridge Road

Formally the Butter Factory for the
Reidsdale Dairy Company in 1915,
‘Fair View’ is set on 17 acres
(approx.) of fertile land offering
picturesque views for miles. This
charming weatherboard cottage from
yesteryear offers the discerning buyer
a very special retreat. Currently being
run as an Air BnB, this property would
work well as a private homestead
also.

T

141 Charleys Forest Road

Auction on site Wednesday 8th Dec
at 5pm.

Modern and spacious, this sprawling
country home is set on 19.7 acres
(approx.) with an additional 79.98
acres of lease land adjacent. This
light filled beauty overlooks twin
ponds, one with a jetty and offers
those buyers with a large family a
second cabin perfect as guest
accommodation, separate rental, or
teenage retreat.

Contact Kelly Allen at Belle Property on 0466 632 696.

Braidwood

448 Hereford Hall Road

Earthy and rustic, this beautifully built
stone and timber cottage is set on
100 acres (approx.) with 1.2 kms of
the pristine Jerrabattgulla Creek, this
one in a million-home surrounded by
an established garden oasis.

Belle Property Braidwood

78 Wallace Street, Braidwood NSW
Office 02 4842 1029

Mobile 0466 632 696

belle .......

belleproperty.com/braidwood
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BOOKWORM

Julia Ermert

OUR OWN STORY —

BRAIDWOOD, DEAR
BRAIDWOOD

NETTA ELLIS

Our story begins with a love story.
With this November marking the
200th anniversary of European
settlement here, it’s a good chance
to revisit.

Local historian Netta Ellis takes
her title from a diary entry by Mary
Braidwood Mowle, née Wilson, in
March 1851, as she returned from
a visit to her friend Mary Gordon
at Manar. Mary had grown up here
after arriving in 1836 with her
younger brother James and her
parents Dr Thomas Braidwood
Wilson and his wife Jane.

Now both parents were dead and
her loved childhood home sold off
(to John Coghill of ‘Bedervale’) to
pay the debts, leaving almost noth-
ing for the children. Mary herself
had married her 23 year-old sweet-
heart, Stewart Mowle, who had

managed to buy back her pony, her
piano, and the family carriage.
Stewart Mowle was capable but
poor. He had worked for his bach-
elor uncle who leased ‘St Omer’
from the widowed Anna Maria
Bunn. But he died young and left
his nephew little.

Dr Wilson had not cared for this
youthful romance and made sure
the couple were strictly chaper-
oned when they went riding to-
gether, but by her younger brother
and quite young uncle, who had
their own romantic ideals. In the
end, true love had its way.

By 1857, Mary had died, in Syd-
ney, at the age of thirty, two weeks
after the birth of her sixth child.

It’s almost as if Braidwood is
built with the life-blood of its
women.
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Mrs Anna Maria Bunn of ‘St
Omer’ was widowed by the time
she was 26, having married a man
much her senior. She was at least
financially secure. Née Murray,
Anna was the daughter of Paymas-
ter Terence Murray who had
served in the Napoleonic Wars. His
wife was buried at St Omer in
France so he chose that name for
his land grant of 2560 acres. It
sounds as if it was Mary’s dowry.
And Mary had her dreams. She
later wrote a tragic romantic novel,
The Guardian, thought to be the
first novel written and published
on the Australian mainland.

There are many writers associ-
ated with Braidwood and men-
tioned in this superbly written,
researched and annotated book
(privately published in 1989 and
available from Braidwood and
District Historical Society Inc.)

Mary Bunn’s book was pub-
lished anonymously, as was usual
for women writers, and her author-
ship not confirmed till 1960. Aus-
tralia’s first significant native-born
poet, Charles Harpur, lived here,
and his friend Henry Kendall vis-
ited. They both named a daughter
‘Araluen.’” Then there was Judith
Wright, hiding her own illicit ro-
mance; David Campbell, Roger

Studio Altenburg welcomes its patrons back to the Galleries

Studio
Altenburg

Phone or email to RSVP.

established 1878

Exhibitions continue to 11 December.

=\
Top: Kim Mahood The road to Winton 2021 4

Above left: Deb Johansen Shelter oil on board 2020 15x20cm
Above right: Lynne Flemons Cradle Mountain to Dove Lake 2020 watercolour & pencil on board 45x77cm

STUDIO ALTENBURG IS A REGISTERED COVID SAFE BUSINESS. YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY.

U ‘L - :

panels gouache & watercolour on paper 14.

Exhibitions open and sales from 19 November 10am

Lynne Flemons | Summer walking diary
Deb Johansen | Of ash and wood
Kim Mahood | The view from the road

Meet the artists and celebratory drinks on Saturday 27 November
@ 5pm. Bookings essential for this event as numbers are
restricted due to NSW Health regulations.

x84cm

McDonald, Rhyll McMaster, Je-
remy Lockhart Nelson, Robin Wal-
lace-Crabbe, Nicola Bowery ... is
there something in the air?

What brought people here in the
first place? There’ll be an event to
acknowledge 60 000 years of in-
digenous habitation, hopefully
next February.

The Walbanga People, part of
the Yuin Nation, and speaking a di-
alect of the Dhurga language, lived
well here? Food was plentiful.
They ate fish and crustaceans ,
small and larger marsupials, roots,
seeds, lily-stems, leaf-buds and
nectar. At the summer solstice they
made annual excursions with
neighbouring groups to roast and
eat bogong moths in the Snowy
Mountains each summer. They
knew about the white invaders but
that impact was slow coming.

This traditional life was consid-
ered as destroyed by 1850, follow-
ing European settlement. Loss of
water and traditional foods, intro-
duced exotic diseases like small-
pox, syphilis and tuberculosis can
be blamed. There are few reports
of deliberate ill treatment. The of-
ficial attitude was kindly enough
for the times.

Settlement began to expand in
Governor Macquarie’s term of of-
fice,1810-1821. The colony
needed food and free settlers
wanted land. One of these was Dr
Wilson. He had been surgeon-su-
perintendent of convict ships. His
first land grant was in Van
Diemen’s Land in in 1824 (where
he is credited with introducing the
European bee.) He moved on to
Lake George in 1825 and finally to
this area which bears his name, on
those two tributaries of the Shoal-
haven River, Monkittee and Flood
creeks. He settled his family here
in 1836.

His story, and those of many
other settlers, can be read in our lo-
cality names, and in this valuable
book.

For ‘herstory’ you might have to
read more between the lines. It’s
certainly not in the street names! If
it’s true that Mary Braidwood
Mowle’s descendants expunged
some of her diary entries, there are
yet untold stories. When I arrived
here, I was told this was a women’s
town. The men might think they
were in charge, but it was the
women who ran things. Perhaps
next year’s Two Fires Festival,
under President Sheelagh Noonan,
will prove this.
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WHAT’S ON AT THE BRAG ARTS CENTRE

FORTHE REMAINDER OF 2021

Current: The Free Range! co-
operative members’ exhibition - an
ongoing, off-the-wall exhibition by
participating members. Open every
Saturday and Sunday, 10am - 3pm,
until 19th December.

Harry Laing will launch his lat-
est poetry collection “Unsettled”,
Thursday 18th November from
Spm.

Life Drawing Group - last Sat-
urday of each month. Next session
is from 4pm Saturday 27th No-
vember.

Arts and Crafts Christmas
Market - 10am to 4pm Saturday

4th December (in conjunction with
the ongoing art exhibition - art
sales available on the day as well!).
Stalls from local makers, including
woodwork, textiles, prints, jew-
ellery, cards, metalwork and ce-
ramics. Buy local art and craft this
Christmas!

We hope to see everyone at the
Art Centre again before the end of
the year. Happy Spring!

ERAIDWOOD REGIONAL ARTS GROUP

rag

Sub-branch gets new life

Robin Tennant-Wood

An extraordinary meeting of the
Braidwood RSL Sub-Branch on
Sunday resolved unanimously to
continue the organisation in its
current status with a new energy
apparent in the outcome.

President of the Braidwood Sub-
Branch of the RSL, Terry Roach,
explained to the well-attended
meeting that declining numbers of
active members threatened the fu-
ture of the sub-branch. The options
put to the meeting were to either
cease as a sub-branch and become
a chapter, or to increase member-
ship and community profile and
continue as a sub-branch.

Around 25 people attended,
leading long-time member and for-
mer president, Bruce Keeley, to
quip that it was the first meeting in
a long time that he’d seen where
they had trouble finding enough
chairs. Many of those who at-
tended signed up as members on
arrival.

The role of the local sub-branch
in the Braidwood community and
the regard with which it is held was
evident in, firstly, the number of at-
tendees, and secondly, comments
from the floor during the meeting.

Mr Roach stressed that while
most people associate the RSL
only with Anzac Day, there is a lot
more to the organisation in terms
of outreach. Several people at the
meeting commented that the or-
ganisation can do a lot within the

community in assisting young peo-
ple who are struggling in various
capacities as well as providing a
point of focus for current serving
members of the defence forces.

A comment was made that as a
growing town, there are a lot of
current and recently retired service
personnel in town who may be in-
terested in becoming involved.

Secretary of the sub-branch,
Gary Peiper, said that he was keen
to increase communication but
didn’t have a lot of skills or expe-
rience in technology and would
need assistance. An offer of assis-
tance was immediately forthcom-
ing from the floor. The possibility
of online meetings was put for-
ward and well-received.

A further comment was that
there are around ten Bungendore
residents who are interested in
joining the RSL but with no Bun-
gendore sub-branch, the question
was raised as to whether it be pos-
sible to form a Bungendore chapter
under the umbrella of the Braid-
wood sub-branch. The question
has been noted as a point for fur-
ther discussion.

Finally the two options — chapter
or sub-branch — were put to the
meeting with a unanimous vote to
retain the sub-branch.

Terry Roach, called it a good
outcome. “The Subbranch has sur-
faced with batteries recharged after
a difficult period!”, he said.
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Boyes buoyant about
series’ final book

Robin Tennant-Wood

Local author and artist, Jennifer
Boyes, has recently finished the
fourth in her sci-fi-fantasy series,
The Planet Walkers.

The Changing Times spoke to
Boyes as she was contemplating
tackling Navigator, the first in her
next series of fantasy books, to be
titled The Broken Throne.

Boyes started reading science
fiction and fantasy as a kid and fell
in love with the genre. She started
writing her ‘Planet Walker’ books
around 2012, with the first, Uri’-
madu: Song of the Planet Walkers,
published in 2015. Since then, the
series has continued with The Eyes
of Bel Nishani, Return to Went, and
the final instalment, Escape from
Went.

“T love writing,” she said, “it’s a
very exciting thing to do. But I also
love it when people enjoy my
work. It’s very gratifying when
you know you’ve created some-
thing that other people have en-
joyed, and tell you that they’ve
enjoyed.”

The concept of the series came
to Boyes in a dream. “I literally
dreamt it. I woke up one morning
with the characters all fully formed

in my head. I had to write the
story.”

Written under the pseudonym of
A.V. Shackleton, Boyes’ series in
its entirety will be available as a
boxed set from next autumn via
Amazon and other online book-
sellers. She says that the books
don’t really work as standalone
books. “You really need to start
with the first one and work your
way through,” she says.

She says the stories would lend
themselves to being scripted as an
audio play or a podcast, and these
are options she’s considering.

While her writing continues with
her next fantasy series, Boyes is
also putting together paintings with
the view to another exhibition
sometime in the future. She held a
solo exhibition at fYRE Gallery in
2015 and a joint exhibition with
her cousin, multi-talented blues
musician Fiona Boyes, in 2016. In
2017 she held another solo exhibi-
tion in Canberra.

Boyes’ visual art work is largely
based in nature and landscape,
with her detailed renderings of
birds particularly popular.

Meanwhile, there will be a
launch of Escape from Went and
the boxed set sometime next au-
tumn.

Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4842 8014 0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

Currockbilly
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SUrveyors
professional solutions

TRAINEE SURVEYOR

PHL Surveyors is a surveying and planning
consultancy firm with offices in Griffith and Bungendore
NSW. We have a staff of 20 including 4 Registered
Surveyors.

We are seeking to employ a Trainee Surveyor in our
Bungendore office. The role will be permanent fulltime.
This role will provide a great opportunity for a school
leaver to embark on a professional career and work
within an established team environment. The position
will require enrolment in the Bachelor of Spatial
Science Technology (Major Surveying) to be studied
externally through the University of Southern
Queensland over a period of about 6 years. PHL
Surveyors will provide support for this study whilst
working full time.

The successful applicant will:

e Have a strong background and liking for high level
mathematics

e Possess good written and computer skills for report
writing and data processing

e Have a liking for outdoor work and good fitness

e Be a practical person, not afraid of hard work when
required

e Have an enquiring mind

e Have ability to work unsupervised

o Willing to learn new skills

e Be well presented and contribute as a team player
e Preferably be from the local area

A Graduate Surveyor in NSW commands a high salary
and employment prospects. Applications with a resume
to:

PHL Surveyors PO Box 372

Bungendore NSW 2621 Or
admin@phlsurveyors.com.au

Closing date for applications is Friday 26th November
2021. Enquiries by email or phone 6238 0144

Q) phl

SUrveyors
professional solutions

Junior Office
Receptionist

PHL Surveyors is a Surveying & Planning consultancy
firm with offices in Bungendore and Griffith NSW. We
have a staff of 20 including 4 Registered Surveyors.
We are seeking to employ a junior office receptionist in
our Bungendore Office. The role will be a permanent
position of 5 days per week.

Responsibilities include:

o Administrative duties

o Assistance to the Director and staff

Client liaison

Reception

Liaison with Practice Manager

The successful applicant will be:

e Willing to learn new skills

e Be well presented and a team player

e Possess good verbal and written communication
skills and good computer skills

o Ability to work unsupervised

e Proactive in dealing with clients

e Supportive of other staff members

Enquiries & applications should be emailed to:
admin@phlsurveyors.com.au

Applications close Friday 26th November at 5pm.

www.phlsurveyors.com.au
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NSW Farmers welcomes
key agriculture report

Press relese from NSWV Farmers

The state’s Agriculture Commissioner has
found sweeping changes are needed to protect
future farm sustainability.

The recently released Agriculture Commis-
sioner’s report showed both opportunity and
dysfunction in land management, something
NSW Farmers Conservation and Resource
Management Chair Bronwyn Petrie said
needed to be addressed.

“We welcome the report, which has heard
NSW Farmers’ calls for a whole-of-government
approach to better managing agricultural land,”
Mrs Petrie said.

“The Commissioner found sweeping changes
are needed to address the dramatic conversion
of agricultural land from production to urban
and environmental and renewable energy uses.

“I believe the NSW Government needs to es-
tablish an Office of the Agricultural Commis-
sioner to coordinate all agencies in working
together to address the complexity of the plan-
ning system and cutting through red tape.”

The growth of regional cities has seen a
marked reduction in agricultural land, and with
a massive expansion of environmental and re-
newable energy development needed to help
meet clean energy targets, NSW Farmers has
been calling on decision makers to protect our
food supply into the future.

“As the old saying goes, they re not making
any more dirt,” Mrs Petrie said.

“It’s good to see the Commissioner recognise

that we need to identify state significant agri-
cultural land, define where it is and plan ahead
for long term protection.

“This is not just about high value soils, but
all areas of farmland that make a contribution
to regional economic and social structures, and
that have the long-term potential to grow and
create regional wealth and jobs.”

A recent report from the Australian Farm In-
stitute found positive outcomes for agriculture
and regional communities were closely linked.
But with a 14 per cent reduction in agricultural
land from 1973 to 2017, NSW Farmers strongly
encourages government to require all agencies
to consider the future of farming in their deci-
sion-making processes.

“We’re working to grow our sector to $30
billion by 2030, and we need a clear plan of
what land is needed to ensure the long-term se-
curity of regional areas, as well as the supply
of food and fibre to the NSW economy,” Mrs
Petrie said.

“As part of this best practice approach, an on-
going evaluation process must be in place to
measure the effectiveness of ag land protection.

“Critically, the Commissioner also addressed
the huge public input around renewable energy
expansion and that this was not in his terms of
reference to address, which shows a clear need
for a dedicated Office where the valuable con-
cepts raised in this report can be developed and
implemented in a whole of government, coor-
dinated way.”

The indéfatlgable -‘chook-runners’at the Serviceman’s Club on a Thursday.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

[ know it is a glib saying but it ‘seems like an
eternity’ since I last wrote to all readers of the
Changing Times.

We went on holidays at the beginning of Au-
gust with every expectation that we would re-
turn at the end of the month. However, the
dreaded Covid Lockdown came along and we
were isolated in Crookwell for three months.
So now we start to move forward once again
with the resumption of In-Church Services and
a return to some form of normality as restric-
tions ease.

Next Sunday at St. Andrew’s Anglican
Church (21stNovember) we celebrate ‘Christ
the King’ with a Holy Communion Service.
This celebrates Christ’s Reign as King post-res-
urrection and the following Sunday we cele-
brate the First Sunday of Advent when we
celebrate Christ’s first coming mindful that he
has promised to return again at the Second
Coming. In the modern day and age we are very
dismissive of this notion of a Second Coming
but we should see this truth in relation to “Time
and Eternity’.

There are two questions that we should ad-
dress at this time of year; First, how can we
make the best use of time in this life to gain a
glimpse of Eternity? Second, where do we hope
to spend Eternity? These two questions con-
front us with an urgency to maximise our use
of time for productive purposes.

Time is so elusive that it can slip away almost
unnoticed, like the throwaway line, “Time waits
for no man!’ In a spiritual sense we ought to
consider time as a commodity that can be pro-
ductive or squandered. To gain a glimpse of
Eternity 1st Century philosopher Seneca wrote;
“Time discovers truth!”

We better understand truth as revealed
through revelation and scripture, importantly in
the context of ‘“Time’. Time ought not to be eas-
ily or lightly dismissed. If we press the time
delay switch on our spiritual journey we may
well experience the sombre scepticism of
American playwright Tennessee Williams who

wrote rather conspicuously; ‘“There is a time for
departure even when there’s no certain place to
go!” Is that the kind of hopelessness, resigna-
tion or uncertainty the we aspire to?

In two statements William Shakespeare
warns of the dangers in the neglect of time.
First, “Time is the justice that examines all of-
fenders!” Secondly, “Defer no time, delays
have dangerous ends!”

I found this statement by Henry Van Dyke
quite profound whether it was intended to be
Christian or not. He wrote; “Time is too slow
for those who wait, too swift for those who fear,
too long for those who grieve, too short for
those who rejoice, but for those who love,
TIME IS ETERNITY!”

The Apostle John in the book of Revelation,
Chapter 21, verse 5, alludes to the irresistible
voice of reason from God who made the bold
and resounding statement; ‘Behold, I make all
things new!’

May each of us find the God of Eternity who
makes all things new.

Rev. Rick Lewis — Braidwood Anglican
Church.

Braidwood Uniting Church

For many of us, when we think about our
formative years and maybe remember Sunday
School or Scripture lessons at school, we re-
member the favourite story and song about the
two men, one foolish and one wise, that built
their homes on sand and rock respectively.

But, did we really understand the meaning
behind this Parable that Jesus told us (Matthew
7:24). On the television recently I watched a
programme that showed a man building a beau-
tiful home on top of a sand dune.

We watched the house being built from the
foundations up, and it turned out to be a very
big and beautiful home. This was very hard for
me to understand! So instilled in my mind is
that only a foolish man would build his home
upon a sand dune! (I still think it is a precarious
idea!)

As little children we might think that Jesus
was giving us a lesson for the future when we
planned to build our own home. But this is not
really what Jesus was saying. This was just a
simple story Jesus told to explain how to live
by his wise and honest teachings. He did not
mean ‘rock’ in a literal way. The ‘rock’ was
symbolic. The ‘rock’ is Jesus.

Our belief in Jesus and his love; our belief in
God; the following of His commandments and
living a faithful Christian life, is like building
your home, which is your life, on a rock. Jesus
is our rock in times of trouble or strife, pray to
Him at all times; to ask; to receive; and to thank
Him for the strength and comfort His love
brings to us.

Blessings from Irene Murtagh and the con-
gregation of Braidwood Uniting Church. Wor-
ship Sunday 10am, Radio Church 6pm, Weekly
Garage Sale Wednesday 9-3.

SO
Program Guide

Monday
5:00am - Good Morning Country

7:00am - Martins Morning Mix

1:00pm - Flashback Featured Artist with Rob
2:30pm - Bubble Pop

4:00pm - Book Reading with Rod

5:30pm - The Green Horns with Nick,Hamish & Kelly
8:00pm - It’s Time

10:08pm - Aussie Music Weekly

Tuesday

5:00am - Good Morning Country

6:00am - The Fred Nurk Show

11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air

3:00pm - Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod & Bill
6.30pm - Real World Gardener

7:00pm - The Billy Bob Show

9.30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy

Wednesday

5:00am - Good Morning Country
7:00am - Martins Morning Mix

1:00pm - Flashback With Rob

3:00pm - Pop Heads

6:00pm - Woodsongs Old Time Radio
7:00pm - Magic Carpet Ride with Bill
10:00pm - An Audience with the Pope
Friday

5:00am - Good Morning Country
7:08am - The Morning Mix with Martin  12.00 - I love the 70’s

10:00am - The Magazine with Disko 1:00pm - A bit of this and that with Gavin
3:00pm - The Conga Line with Billy Bob 4:00pm - Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown 6:00pm - Saturday Night Gold

7:00pm - Top 40 from 4@ Years ago

Sunday

8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara

Thursday

5:00am - Good Morning Country
10:00am - From the Archives with Gavin
3:00pm - The Hot 3@

6:00pm - Radio Jilly - With Yolande
8:00pm - I love the 70’s

9:00pm - Simply The 8@’s

10:00pm - Off the Record

Saturday

9:00am - Mornings with Gavin & Roger

10:00am - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin

12.00 - Covers

3:00pm - Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
8:00pm - Bluesbeat

For a full listing go to braidwoodradio.com.au

Printing and publishing for you ...

0417 459 775
paul@artplan.com.au

Artplan Graphics, publisher of Braidwood’s Changing Times
can photocopy, scan and print for you. Our services include:

v/ scanning and retouching

v black and white photocopying up to A3

v collating books, stapling and trimming

v inkjet colour prints up to 420 wide by any length
v plain paper colour prints up to A0 size

v architect’s plans and perspectives up to A0 size
v editing, writing, layout design and publishing.
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The federal government’s new
energy policy has been found.
It had fallen down behind the
comfy couch in the members’
bar. Cunningly disguised as a
table napkin with pentel scrib-
blings, it had been overlooked
but not missed. Carbon dating
revealed it had come into ex-
istence on Monday 11 Octo-
ber 2021 somewhere between
6pm and closing time. Coinci-
dentally, that very morning,
The Daily Telegraph had led
with a massive “Green and
Gold” headline that showed a
seismic shift in editorial pol-
icy. Renewables were going to
save the day and keep us rich.

Freedomisjustaword

“There go the people, I must
follow them for I am their
leader,” French polly Alexan-
dre Auguste Ledru-Rollin
(1807-1874) is credited with
saying. Other people have
said it since. Newspapers call
the main story a ‘leader’ for
good reason. A free press will
go fearlessly into the fray to
say what it believes to be right,
unafraid of anyone except
[cue the Mortein tune] the ad-
vertisers. Well, that explains
item one in today’s diatribe.

Canlbeyournumber2?

If you think elections are ex-
hausting, spare a thought for the
votes. Berty Ballot-Paper cries in
anguish when Veronica Vote is
consigned to the rubbish bin be-
cause Percy Preference didn’t go
the distance. In the last QPRC
election there were nearly as
many exhausted votes (that is,
ones that can no longer affect the
outcome) as the number needed
to win a spot, ie. a quota. If you
number just a ‘1’ above the line,
your chosen team might get a full
quota, say, 1500 votes and that
fills one position. But there
might be more, let’s say 1000
more, and if you have a number
‘2’ above the line as well as a ‘1’
it could help your next-favourite
team win a spot rather than hit-
ting the rubbish bin.

Flatearthflatulenceout

So who would be a climate
change denier these days? There
are no [credible] people in our
government who still deny that a
lot of CO? emissions are man-
made. Perhaps in the privacy of
their own clubs they might grum-
ble about the futility of it all, but,
from the leader of the humblest
nation to our own mighty prime
minister, the penny has dropped.
Reducing our carbon emissions
is something we can do. The next
battle is to encourage them to
stop deliberately dawdling.

GLOBAL
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