
The BCS P&C was thrilled to do-
nate a shiny new Yamaha upright
piano to Braidwood Central
School on Friday 12 November.

The piano purchase is the result
of several years of fundraising ef-
forts made by the P&C on behalf
of the school, and is the icing on
the cake for the newly finished,
state-of-the-art music room at the
school. 

Madeleine Boulton, President,
said, “This is a significant donation
to the school from the P&C for the
benefit and enjoyment of present
and future students. We hope that
this piano will be used and loved
for many years to come.”

Ms Boulton also said that the
piano donation would not have
been possible without the hard work
put in by P&C and other school and

community members, or the sup-
port received from the local com-
munity and others over the past few
years for fundraising events.  The
piano was purchased from DW
Music in Canberra, who provided
expert advice and assistance as well
as discounted pricing.  

Braidwood Central School Prin-
cipal, Ms Nerida Mosely
said, “Thank you to the P&C mem-
bers of the last few years who have
worked to gain the funds to pro-
vide this piano as a superb new ad-
dition to our fabulous new music
facilities.”

The school will be offering tours
of its newly finished facilities, in-

cluding the music room, between
9am-12pm on Saturday 4 Decem-
ber 2021,  to coincide with the
council elections. 

The P&C will, of course, be
fundraising for future initiatives on
election day, with a BBQ and
Christmas raffle planned. Ms
Boulton said the P&C encourages
everyone to drop by for an obliga-
tory democracy sausage as well as
some raffle tickets on their way to
the ballot box. 

The BCS P&C meets in weeks 3
and 8 of each term. If you are in-
terested in joining, please email  or
visit the Braidwood Central School
P&C and Canteen Facebook page.
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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
We: 14° 22° 70%
Th: 13° 26° 70%
Fr: 14° 20° 90%
Sat: 10° 15° 70%
Sun: 7° 15° 60%
Mon 7° 19° 50%
Tue: 10° 20° 50%
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BCS makes music with
newly donated piano
Braidwood Central School Parents & Citizens’ Association

Scarlett tinkles the ivories while Imogen looks on.

CALLING ALL
2021 BABIES

SEE PAGE 14
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

It is said that an economist is a per-
son who knows the cost of every-
thing and the value of nothing. 

In Maggie Nelson’s book On
Freedom, she notes that a blank
piece of paper has an economic
value but once a poem is printed on
that paper, it loses that value. A
blank piece of paper is a commod-
ity, it can be given a price. A
poem? It lies in the realm of the
unquantifiable: value.

Unfortunately, in a world in-
creasingly reliant on things with
economic value, those things that
can’t be commodified are being
lost or subsumed into the general
morass of things that can be price

tagged. We are living at a time
when a person’s economic capac-
ity determines their overall worth
to society. A person working and
paying tax: economic actor and
therefore of worth. An elder or per-
son with a disability, an unem-
ployed or homeless person:
non-economic actor and therefore
dispensable. 

This is regardless of the wealth
of wisdom and knowledge the dis-
pensable person has; regardless of
whether they contribute to society
voluntarily or have worked and
paid taxes for decades; regardless
of whether they are loved and cher-
ished by friends and families. How

did we get here and is it time to
change direction?

At some point in the next six
months we will be fronting up to
the polls for a federal election. We
know this is imminent because
we’re already being bombarded
with images of the prime minister
in hi-vis and hard hat spruiking the
time-honoured mantra of Jobs!
Jobs! Jobs! This, alone, tells us all
we need to know about the govern-
ment’s priorities. 

This is a government that
deemed the elderly dispensable
when allocating priorities for
COVID vaccines; a government
that is dismantling support for the
disabled; compromising the health
of future generations through cli-
mate negligence; selling our natu-
ral resources to the highest bidders. 

Those things that have a non-
quantifiable value are being lost.
How much of human history is

contained and learned through the
arts? This sector is being stripped
and trashed by a government that
can’t see a value in human expres-
sion, reflection and imagination –
never mind that the arts sector con-
tributes 6.4% to the national GDP.
The natural beauty of our country
is under threat from mining, frack-
ing and other extractive industries
because there is no economic use
for beauty. Never mind that the
beauty also contains the biodiver-
sity essential for the maintenance
of ecological balance. If it can’t be
sold, it has no importance.

As a society, it’s time to take the
blank pieces of paper and cover
them with poetry. It’s time to re-
gain a sense of value and elevate
those things we can’t buy and tell
those who purport to govern us that
there are more important things in
life than those that come with price
tags.

Valuing the invaluable

The sinkhole in Brick Kiln Lane
worsened last week during the
sustained rainfall, but residents
have now been assured that a
process is in place to resolve the
situation.

Early on Friday morning the
road further collapsed under the
vehicle of a resident returning from
a nightshift in town. While the
driver was unhurt it took all day to
get the vehicle out of the hole
which, according to residents, is
now two metres wide in places and
the broken pipe in three pieces is
clearly visible.

However, the affected residents
have been able to move towards a
resolution of the situation. An in-
spection of the road by Steve
Watts, on behalf of the Crown
Roads Authority, has resulted in an
agreement for a one-off repair of
the drainage. The Crown Roads
Authority is not a road construc-
tion authority and does not employ
road crews. In this instance, which,

Mr Watts stressed, is a single inci-
dent, the Authority will outsource
the work to a private contractor.

A spokesperson for QPRC said
that while the road does not come
under council’s authority, they are
working with the Crown Roads
Authority to encourage them to
take action on behalf of the resi-
dents.

At its September meeting, coun-
cil resolved to accept the Crown
Roads Management Policy with
the addition of clause 6.2.3 as
below: 

“Council will only accept the
transfer of a crown road to Council
if: 

6.2.1 Council resolves to trans-
fer the road, or where Council
would normally transfer the road
as the result of an approved devel-
opment using authority delegated
to staff, and; 

6.2.2 It has been constructed to
Councils minimum construction
standard as detailed in the Un-
sealed Road Maintenance – Grad-
ing policy or to a higher standard
as determined by Council and; 

6.2.3 The road will provide ac-
cess to more than two dwellings
where the dwellings are located on
separate parcels of land.”

Brick Kiln Lane on
track for resolution
Robin Tennant-Wood

Whoops!

Member for Monaro John Bari-
laro is calling for local commu-
nity groups, charities, sporting
groups and councils across the
Monaro to apply now for funding
to deliver projects that will im-
prove local infrastructure, serv-
ices and amenities.

Mr Barilaro said grants from
$25,000 are available to deliver
projects within the next three years
as part of the $10 million COVID
Recovery round of the NSW Cross
Border Commissioner’s Infrastruc-
ture Fund.

“Our region has been hit hard by
drought, bushfires and COVID
over the past two years and the im-
portance of community infrastruc-
ture cannot be overstated,” Mr
Barilaro said.

“The border closures throughout
COVID have had a significant im-
pact on border communities across
the Monaro.

“This funding is about deliver-
ing vital infrastructure that will
make a real difference to our re-
gion and help the community get
back on its feet.”

Mr Barilaro said funding is
available to support infrastructure
projects in cross-border communi-
ties to boost the economic recovery
of the region.

“The NSW Cross Border Com-

missioner’s Infrastructure Fund is
designed to work with other juris-
dictions to ensure cross-border
communities don’t miss out on
local projects that make a real dif-
ference,” Mr Barilaro said.

“This fund will help deliver bet-
ter telecommunications and digital
connectivity, improved access to
water supply and support the deliv-
ery of social and sporting club-
houses or halls.”

Applicants can contact the Of-
fice of the NSW Cross-Border
Commissioner by email at:
enquiries@cbc.nsw.gov.au

Proposals require co-investment,
proportionate to the benefit, from
the neighbouring jurisdiction or
private partner(s).

The COVID recovery round ex-
pressions of interest close on 28
January 2022.

To lodge an expression of inter-
est, or for further information
about program guidelines go to:
www.regional.nsw.gov.au/our-
work/ocbc

Cross border Commissioner’s Fund
delivers infrastructure boost
Press release from John Barilaro’s office

John Barilaro



Queanbeyan Palerang Regional
Council voted unanimously last
Wednesday to defer a decision on
a proposed subdivision and dem-
olition of two sheds at the Albion
Building site. 

The sheds in question do not in-

clude the brick building, formerly
Deadwood Café.

This was a result of a written
joint submission by the Braidwood
Community Association, the
Braidwood Historical Society,
Braidwood and Villages Tourism

and the Braidwood and Villages
Business Chamber. Roger James
and Sue Murray addressed the
Council meeting and requested a
deferral of the decision. 

This site is one of four sites in
the town of Braidwood individu-
ally listed on the State Heritage
Register. It is also listed on the
Local Heritage Register and is in-
cluded in the State Heritage listed
item “Braidwood and its Setting”.
The corrugated iron sheds pro-
posed for demolition form an inte-
gral part of the outbuildings and
are around 100 years old. They
have historic, aesthetic and social
significance, according to the list-
ing on the Local Heritage Register. 

Council’s Heritage Consultant
and the Braidwood Heritage Advi-
sory Committee have strongly ad-
vised against the demolition of the
sheds. 

Council will undertake further
research into the consultation and
approval process for this proposal.
The BCA and concerned residents
will also consult with Heritage
NSW about the proposal. 

I extend my thanks to all coun-
cillors at the meeting for their sup-
port of the submission and for
listening to the request on behalf of
the Braidwood community for a
deferral of the decision. It will be
up to the next Council to make a
final decision. 
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Talk to Jane on 0400 472 577

MEET THE SUMMERFIELD RESIDENTS — David and Jenny 

Davis and Jenny Ravell

earlier this year our immediate
idea was to seek a veteran
village or something of the

sort in our ideal area on the
coast. We found several,
indeed one was just around
the corner from our home.

However, none offered exactly
what we were looking for
until Summerfield popped up
and seemed to tick all the
boxes. A sense of community
was a priority for us and we
were fortunate to meet quite
a few of the residents on our
first visits, all of whom were
pleasant and friendly — it
seemed right. Another priority
was a double garage –
something none of the coast
places could offer, but
Summerfield did.

David: I’m a retired carpenter
(well, I’m trying to retire
anyway) and it was important
for me to have a space to set
up my workshop. The second

car space is ideal. I’m looking
forward to setting up my
workshop.
Jenny: We did look at other
places but the financial setup
was not as good as what’s
offered here at Summerfield.
And, as I mentioned, we really
like the community spirit here,
David’s already been asked to
go on the social committee —
and we’ve enjoyed the ‘happy
hour’ occasions.
David: The other day I had a
tragedy with ‘run-flat’ tyres on
my car. I caught a screw in the
sidewall and by the time I got
home the tyre was ruined. My
daughter kindly drove over
here to take the wheel to a
repairer (Pirellis are hard to
get) and in the meantime my
neighbour offered me the use
of their car. The sense of
community is great. 

Jenny: When my husband,
David, and I began to think
about a ‘downsize’ move

Council defers
demolition decision
Sue Murray, Braidwood Community Association President

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

The two sheds in an L shape at right. The brick building, recently Deadwood
Café and before that the ‘Braidwood Times’ office, is not part of the proposed
demolition.



A Community Under Fire, a full-
length documentary film two
years in the making, will have its
public premiere on Wednesday 15
December at Braidwood’s Na-
tional Theatre.

Filmmaker Matt Thane said that
the documentary showcases Braid-
wood’s brave fight against the
Black Summer bushfires and the
strength and resilience behind the
recovery.

“It is an all-Braidwood film,
made possible by the immensely
talented residents of our region,
supported by our great businesses
and community groups”, Mr
Thane said.

“We have had great local people
like Jarrah Knowles and Paul
Huntingford working as a team to
get the film finished by Decem-
ber.”

Mr Thane said the film included
film footage and songs generously
given by local filmmakers and mu-
sicians.

“We also wish to thank Braid-
wood Community Bank, QPRC’s
Disaster Recovery Hub and the
Braidwood Help Fund for funding
this film and the launch”, he said.

“They made it possible for us
make a great film which we

think is a testament to all who
fought the fires and helped

Braidwood rebuild.”
During the premiere, refresh-

ments will be available for sale
with all proceeds going to the
Braidwood Regional Art Group. 

“There is no cost to attend the
premiere. If demand for tickets ex-
ceeds the available seats, we will
run additional screenings in 2022”,
Mr Thane said.

As the premiere is subject to
Covid-19 rules, people wishing to
attend must book tickets prior to 5
December 2021 using the
Eventbrite website:

www.eventbrite.com.au/e/21134
9190117

An exhibition opening at fYRE
Gallery on Thursday 2 December
showcases four Canberra-based
artists who have drawn their in-
spiration from the regional land-
scape.

The exhibition, entitled Abun-
dance, features new paintings by
Caroline Reid, Lucy Bastecky,
Marijke Gilchrist and Katherine
Buchanan. 

Reid, who began painting about
five years ago as a diversion from
her prior artistic work as a cerami-
cist, said that she focuses on the
beauty of the natural landscape
around us as a counterpoint to all
the bad news about the environ-
ment. 

“I find painting the landscape
eases my distress about it,” she
said. “Finding that beauty takes
away the anxiety about what we’re
losing.”

The title of the exhibition comes
from the artists’ observations of
the post-fire landscape. In the areas
where the landscape has regener-
ated, Reid says she has observed
an abundance of life and life force.

The four artists all use different
media and express the landscape in
different styles. Reid says her work
is in a realist style and she focuses
on the ACT regional landscape,

with a particular fondness for the
mountain landscapes of the Alps.

Gilchrist, with whom Reid ex-
hibited at fYRE in 2019, takes a
more abstract approach and her
work has a lot of movement and
energy in it. Bastecky has a back-
ground as a traditional botanical
artist.

Caroline Reid also has a profes-
sional background in science and
is a specialist in chemical and
safety science. She worked on the
ACT government’s Mr Fluffy
Taskforce as an asbestos expert. 

Abundance opens on Thursday 2
December at 11.00am. There will
be an official opening with an artist
talk and opportunity to meet the
artists from 2.00pm Saturday 4 De-
cember. The exhibition runs until
12 December.
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This year our town Christmas Party has a new spin!  This
year we are focusing on the performers. Our talented locals
can volunteer to sing or dance, with a focus on Christmas
Carols or Christmas themed songs. Let’s cheer them on,
and sing-a-long.  
The Braidwood Community Association’s Eryn Wood has
been working with QPRC’s event team to make sure this
year’s Christmas party is the best it can be.  
QPRC is running a Caroloke competition – and if you wish
to enter you can perform it with the town.  There are prizes
in all ages categories – so pick your favourite carol and let
Eryn know you are keen, and she will add you to the
running sheet.  
Contact Eryn at ezzjazz@yahoo.com or on 0421 983 397
to volunteer to perform, or for more information.

For those keen to dine on Braidwood delights, the ever
popular Deerhead will be there along with Braidwood’s
newest food van: Oscar’s Donuts!  (You won’t want to miss
this).
MC Bill Waterhouse (aka Wombat Bill) will guide us through
the evening. Bring something to sit on and your best
singing voice! This year it’s all about raising our voices
together.  Let’s make it Big!
If you don’t want to perform live – you can enter via video:
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/Events/Sing-to-Win-Caroloke-
competition 
Everyone is welcome!

Braidwood Christmas in Ryrie Park
December 3, 5-8pm

A Community Under Fire
premiere at Nat Theatre

Abundant landscape
inspires new exhibition

Caroline Reid
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For a full listing go to braidwoodradio.com.au

Monday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martins Morning Mix
1:00pm – Flashback Featured Artist with Rob
4:00pm – Book Reading with Rod
5:30pm – The Greenhorns with Nick,Hamish & Kelly
8:00pm – It’s Time
10:00pm – Aussie Music Weekly
  
Tuesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod & Bill
6.30pm – Real World Gardener
7:00pm – The Billy Bob Show
9:30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy      
Wednesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martins Morning Mix
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
6:00pm – Woodsongs Old Time Radio
7:00pm – Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill
9:00pm - Yowie Sounds with Lily

Thursday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
10:00am – From the Archives with Gavin
3:00pm – The Hot 30
6:00pm – Radio Jilly - With Yolande 
8:00pm – I love the 70’s
9:00pm – Simply The 80’s
10:00pm – Off the Record

Friday 
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am - The Morning Mix with Martin
10:00am - The Magazine with Disko
3:00pm – The Conga Line with Billy Bob
5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown
7:00pm - Top 40 from 40 Years ago

Saturday
9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger
12:00 – I love the 70’s
1:00pm – A bit of this and that with Gavin
4:00pm – Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
6:00pm – Saturday Night Gold

Sunday
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
12:00 - Covers 
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
8:00pm - Bluesbeat
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3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod & Bill
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Saturday
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8:00pm - Bluesbeat
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10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
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The BreastScreen NSW bus is in
Braidwood until 10 December, lo-
cated at the Life Centre adjacent
to the Rec Ground.

The BreastScreen service aims
to improve the survival rates of
women with breast cancer by pro-
viding free screening mammo-
grams to women aged 50-74.
Women aged 40-49 and women
aged 75+ are also eligible to at-
tend.  

BreastScreen NSW is part of the
national BreastScreen Australia

program, which is jointly funded
by the Commonwealth, and state
and territory governments.

Early detection of cancer in-
creases the treatment options avail-
able and improves the chance of
survival.

Phone 132050 for an appoint-
ment.
Opening hours:

Tuesday 8.30am - 4.00pm
Wednesday 8.30am - 4.00pm
Thursday  8.30am - 4.00pm 
Friday 8.30am - 10.00am

BreastScreening in town
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Since Sean Connery uttered those
immortal words, our most dashing
secret agent has been charming
and thrilling audiences all over
the world. 

As impeccably British as author
Ian Fleming, Bond starred in 25
films and has been played by six
different actors. 

The first film was Dr No in
1962, and the most recent is No
Time To Die. Beware of spoilers
ahead, if you haven’t seen, or read
about, this one. 

Sounds like man-stuff, but pos-
sibly Bond has a bigger female fol-
lowing. I was an early disciple.
Bond was even more thrilling in
the strait-laced sixties.

“Every woman would like to
live dangerously with James Bond,
if only for twenty minutes, or half
a night …” That is Miss Mon-
eypenny speaking, through Lois
Maxwell, who made the part. 

Perhaps it’s no wonder my mar-
riage broke up a very few years
later! No nice gal thought like that.
Or so I was assured. 

As a boy, Fleming admired
Bulldog Drummond as written by
‘Sapper’  (Lieutenant Colonel Her-
man Cyril McNeile) and the
Richard Hannay stories of John
Buchan. I was a Buchan reader,
but Hannay was a dull dog com-
pared to Bond. Fleming is recorded

as deliberately choosing a dull
name for his jet-age Hannay: the
dullest name he could think of. He
wanted him to be ‘an extremely
dull, uninteresting man to whom
things happened’ according to an
interview in The New Yorker. 

When Fleming saw what Con-
nery made of his character in Dr
No, he changed his own interpre-
tation for future books. He hadn’t
liked that pick, calling Connery ‘an
over-developed stunt man,’ but
then warmed to the choice.

Fleming went on to write twelve
novels and two collections of short
stories, published annually from
his home in Jamaica, Goldeneye.
Two books were published posthu-
mously. 

As an intelligence officer in
M16, Bond holds code number
007 which gives him a discre-
tionary licence to kill in the per-
formance of his duties. Fleming
mined his own wartime service,
undercover with naval intelligence
— his code name was 17F—  for
his plots, as did writers such as
Hammond Innes and Alistair
MacLean. It’s thought they came
very close to revealing state se-
crets! My ex-naval neighbour reck-
ons they knew how things were
going to pan out, and, some sixty
years later, it’s all happening. 

What made Bond so real to me

were the details. His blue-grey
eyes, the scar on his cheek, the
Bentley he drives, his liking for
scrambled eggs and strong black
coffee, his cigarettes with three
gold bands on the filter, his marti-
nis ‘shaken not stirred.’ There’s
such a personality there. 

There’s also room for plenty of
criticism! But all this was a great
antidote to post-war austerity and
rationing. Bond could travel, eat,
drink and womanise the way his
readers could only dream about. 

I swore by his advice when eat-
ing in strange locations: order the
breakfast. 

Bond’s drinking has even been
studied by the British Medical
Journal. A team analysed just how
much the agent drank in one par-
ticular book and predicted a dire
future or him in their 2013 article
“Were James Bond’s drinks
shaken because of alcohol-induced
tremor?” 

For my cocktail-loving neigh-
bours, the recipe for that famous
martini is, three measures of Gor-
don’s gin, one of vodka, half a
measure of Kina Lillet (a kind of
bitters) served ice-cold with a large
thin slice of lemon. So simple, so
deadly. 

He called it a Vesper, after one
of his series of exotically-named
love interests — also quite deadly. 

In fact, the supporting cast is an-
other attraction. The afore-men-

tioned Miss Moneypenny, his boss
M (especially as Judi Dench envis-
aged the role), the inventive Q,
staunch friend Felix Leiter, villains
like Blofeld, ‘Jaws,’ and Goldfin-
ger, the other Bond girls … they
are all realistic in their unreality.

What a range of actors have
made this part special! Sean Con-
nery, David Niven (briefly), George
Lazenby (briefly but memorably —
an Australian Bond!), Roger
Moore, Timothy Dalton, Pierce
Brosnan (all increasingly OTT.)

Daniel Craig is the sixth actor to
appear as James Bond. His last
Bond, in No Time to Die, does ac-
tually do that (sorry if you didn’t
know.) It seems Craig made it a
condition of taking on the role.
He’s certainly made a bleaker
Bond, who is more nuanced
human being and less gadget-man
and sex addict. He’s perhaps like
Fleming’s pre-Connery agent.

Of course he goes out in a blaze
of glory.

My film-going son, much of an
age now with the slow-to-age
Bond, saw a rather dispirited killer,
approaching retirement when he
must hand in his 007 licence and
take a desk job.  The cinema was
packed with mainly thirty-and-
forty somethings, and the plot so
dense and complex he thinks he’ll
have to see it again.

Maybe I’ll go with him. I might
be both shaken and stirred.
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BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

NOBODY DOES IT BETTER:

THE NAME’S BOND,
JAMES BOND

Tombarra — centre for change.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

• Intelligence briefings
• Conferences

All units are self-contained
with bullet-proof bathrooms

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe
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DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

What to do in the garden
for December:
• Plant out eggplant, capsicum,

chilli, corn, beans, zucchini,
pumpkins 

• Plant herbs, basil, rosemary,
thyme, coriander, parsley 

• Sow seeds of lettuce, carrots,
radish and beans

• Prune and tie up tomato plants.
Liquid feed also 

• Pinch out pumpkin runners at 1m
to encourage more branches 

• Mulch all beds but not onions and
garlic 

• Deadhead roses regularly
• Prune spring flowering shrubs

when finished 
• Plant flowering annuals 
• Keep weeds from flowering 
• Remove spent Iris spikes by snap-

ping off at base

Plant of the month
Telopea speciosissima x mon-

ganesis — Braidwood Brilliant
Waratah 
Plant dimensions:

Height: 3.0m

GARDEN CLUB

Width: 2.0m
Position:

Full Sun / Semi Shade
Water usage:

Water moderately
• Spring flowering 
• Will tolerate moderate frosts
• Prefers well drained acidic soil,

Low pH
• suitable for home gardens , parks
• Flowers suitable for cutting 

Developed at the Australian Na-
tional Botanic Gardens in Can-
berra, this variety is known for its
hardiness and brilliant flower
colour.

The NSW Government’s Com-
munity Building Partnership Pro-
gram has delivered more than
$333,000 worth of projects across
Bombala, Araluen, Shannons
Flat, Jindabyne and Queanbeyan.

Member for Monaro John Bari-
laro joined Bombala Golf Club to
announce $51,630 to assist the vol-
unteer run club to purchase a new
lawn mower.

“It is great to join with members
from the Bombala Golf Club to an-
nounce this funding and I know
this grant will make a massive dif-
ference,” Mr Barilaro said.

“This funding will enable the
club to purchase a new lawn
mower which will not only help
maintain but enhance the facilities
on offer.

“The volunteers do such a won-
derful job maintaining this course
and this funding will make a huge
difference for everyone who
spends their time looking after this
facility.”

The Community Building Part-
nership program has helped fund a
number of projects in the local re-
gion including $26,605 to repaint
the Shannons Flat Community
Hall and $35,000 to assist with the
installation of a new playground

and outdoor gym installation for
the Araluen Recreation Reserve.

HOME in Queanbeyan received
$30,000 for much needed improve-
ments to its premises including the
addition of storage units, construc-
tion of a storage shed and the re-
placement of carpet within the
building.

Volunteer Marine Rescue NSW
will purchase a new vehicle to as-
sist with transporting the rescue
vessel and volunteers during emer-
gencies thanks to more than
$58,000 in funding.

Mr Barilaro said the program
which is now more than a decade
old was making a big impact
across the Monaro.

“State wide, the Community
Building Partnership program has
funded more than 16,000 commu-
nity projects since it commenced in
2009,” Mr Barilaro said.

“In the past three rounds Monaro
has received more than $1 million
for 39 projects.”

In 2022 there is $400,000 to al-
locate in each electorate with ap-
plications due to open early next
year.

For more information about the
NSW Government’s Community
Building Partnership Program,
visit:www.nsw.gov.au/cbp 

Community building
partnership program
for Monaro projects
Another press release from John Barilaro’s office

Members of the Bombala Golf Club receive a cheque from John Barilaro and
the ever-present Nichole Overall, Nationals candidate for Monaro.



Farmers and rural communities
across the state are bracing for an
enormous cleanup effort as flood-
waters subside, with concerns
about the condition of local roads
once the water retreats.

After weeks of heavy rain during
harvest season, many roads across
regional NSW have developed
deep potholes and ruts that are
proving problematic for motorists,
farmers and truckies alike.

NSW Farmers President James
Jackson said there needed to be a
swift and coordinated effort to pre-
vent more damage in flood-af-
fected communities.

“As the water subsides you see
what an impact flooding has on
local roads, and there are places

where bitumen has been washed
away or where deep potholes have
opened up,” Mr Jackson said.

“When you get out of town onto
unsealed roads the damage can be
even worse, and now we’re look-
ing at a situation where even more
traffic may be diverted onto al-
ready-damaged roads.

“Rather than wait for the
damage bill to start coming in,

we need to get ahead of it
and start planning these

repairs urgently.”

Mr Jackson said state and fed-
eral governments had responded to
calls for expanded natural disaster
declarations, and this included
funding to councils to help with the

Braidwood FM was recently in-
vited to apply for a Powering
Communities Program grant by
our Member for Eden-Monaro
Kristy McBain.

The Powering Communities
Program provides each of the 151
Federal electorates with $67,700 to
fund small projects. These projects
aim to assist community organisa-
tions improve their energy effi-
ciency practices and lower their

energy bills. Federal Members of
Parliament (MPs) identify poten-
tial projects and invite applications
from their electorate.

So station manager Gordon Wa-
ters put together an application for
the installation of solar panels on
the 88.9 Studio, outlining how this
would help reduce the running
costs of the station. As we broad-
cast 24x7 we require a lot of elec-
tronic equipment to be running all

Flood focus shifts to
crumbling roads
NSW Farmers press release

the time and added to this the need
for heating and cooling sees the
station with a modest electricity
bill. This potential saving each
year will just make it a little easier
for this volunteer run station to
keep broadcasting.

Kristy dropped into the station
last week to present the official no-
tification of the successful grant
and advised we were awarded
$8,000 for this. Work will com-
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Braidwood FM’s hat-trick of grants

mence over the next couple of
Months.
Mine money for new van

Braidwood FM was also suc-
cessful in receiving $2,800.00
from the Dargues Gold Mine
through its Community Grants
Program.

President Rob Davidson applied
for this and the station will use
these funds to have its Outside
Broadcast Van professionally sign
written ready for 2022.

We Thank Dargues Gold Mine
for their generosity and support of
our Community Radio station.

And finally we were notified of
our successful application to the
Community Broadcast Foundation
(CBF) for their Round 2 2021/22
Operations Grants that Station
Manager Gordon Waters applied
for earlier in the year.

Braidwood FM was 1 of 40 ap-
plications that shared in $600,546
in grants. We were offered
$5,600.00 which will be used to
connect our 6Kva generator up to
our transmitter on Mt Gillamatong
to allow for the automatic switch
over to it during a mains supply
failure. This will ensure that we
can continue to broadcast from Mt
Gillamatong without having to go
and manually plug in the genera-
tor. We thank the CBF for their
continued support of Braidwood
FM.

Station manager Gordon Waters receives a wall plaque from Member for Eden-Monaro Kristy McBain.

cleaning up and restore essential
public assets. But he said it was
critical that there was enough fund-
ing to councils for road and bridge
repair, and that it flowed as soon as
possible to get potholes filled and
graders onto unsealed roads.

“This is a big problem for farm-
ers trying to get their harvest to
market, but its fundamentally a
safety issue for regional communi-
ties,” Mr Jackson said.

“To salvage this year’s grain
crop farmers must get it harvested
as soon as possible and the heavy
machinery required must be able to
access these farms – these aren’t
little bumps we’re talking about,
some of these potholes are huge
and they can cause serious acci-
dents or worse.

“We are also concerned about
the significant damage to bridges
and causeways – while this will
take longer to rectify, it is impor-
tant that regional communities
have safe alternate access while
these repairs are commenced.”

LODGE OF TRUTH BRAIDWOOD NO. 26
UNITED GRAND LODGE OF NEW SOUTH WALES
AND THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY.

Ever thought of becoming a Freemason?
Freemasonry is made up of men from all walks
of life, serving their community while engaged
self-improvement, building friendships and

seeking excellence in all pursuits 

Lodge of Truth, Braidwood has been in our
community for over 160 years and we invite you

to become a member of Braidwood’s
longest serving fraternity.

If this interests you, please call Phil Shoemark on
0427 422046 for more information about

membership.
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
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Omicron [variant of Covid-19]
shows that without global vaccine
equity, the virus will continue to
mutate and spread around the
world.

It has been written about more
times than any care to remember.
Pliny the Elder, that old cheek, told
us that Africa always tended to
bring forth something new: Sem-
per aliquid novi Africam adferre.
The suggestion was directed to hy-
brid animals, but in the weird pan-
demic wonderland that is
COVID-19, all continents now
find themselves bringing forth
their types; making their contribu-
tions. It just so happens that it’s
southern Africa’s turn.

On November 26, the Technical
Advisory Group on SARS-CoV-2
Evolution (TAG-VE) was con-
vened to assess the threat posed by
B.1.1.529. Named Omicron, its
emergence was reported by South
Africa to the World Health Organ-
ization on November 24. While the
Delta variant had continued to re-
main dominant, instances of this
new infection had been recorded,
with the first specimen collected
on November 9.

Omicron’s debut brings with it a
set of menacing questions. It has,
for instance, a “large number of
mutations”. Initial impressions
point to a higher risk of re-infec-
tion relative to other variants of
concern. It may have a growth ad-
vantage and spread more quickly.

This need not have happened —
or at least, the risk of having such
a new mutation would have been
lessened — had solemn obliga-
tions to protect global public health
been observed. Instead of ensuring
global vaccine equity, a number of
affluent countries have held up de-
bates and filibustered their way to
preventing waivers on intellectual
property rights on COVID-19 vac-
cines.

The COVAX facility enabling
the distribution of vaccines to low-
and middle-income countries has
been slow. Despite receiving sup-
port, in principle, from 41 high-,
middle- and low-income countries

last year, it had received little by
way of contributions and almost
nothing by way of interest by the
time the report of the Independent
Panel on Pandemic Preparedness
had been published.

In May, the Biden administra-
tion finally relented in accepting,
albeit narrowly, an IP waiver. “The
administration believes strongly in
intellectual property protections,”
stated Ambassador Katherine Tai
of the Office of the US Trade Rep-
resentative on May 5. “But in serv-
ice of ending this pandemic,
supports the waiver of those pro-
tections for COVID-19 vaccines.”

The response from Pfizer CEO
Albert Bourla was one of panic.
The proposed waiver did not con-
sider the “scarcity of highly spe-
cialised raw materials needed to
produce the vaccine”. With
Pfizer’s vaccine requiring 280 dif-
ferent materials and elements from
19 countries, Bourla warned that
inexperienced and less competent
entities would rush out to mount
competition for those same prod-
ucts. Like a dragon guarding its
treasure, Bourla suggested that any
such waiver threatened “to disrupt
the flow of raw materials.”

A statement from the German
government also summed up the
mood of the affluent detractors:
“The limiting factors in the [avail-
ability of] vaccines are production
capacities and quality standards,
not patents.”  There was no substi-
tute to sophisticated technology:
“high-tech shots can’t be made at
the local soap factory.”

The emergence of this new vari-
ant has all the makings of a night-
mare pictured in redux format,
though structural biologist James
Naismith is confident that this was
hardly “doomsday”. The US chief
of infectious diseases, Anthony
Fauci, is also waiting to draw any
conclusions. “Until it’s properly
tested … we don’t know whether
or not it evades antibodies that pro-
tect you against the virus.”

The World Trade Organization
is keen to examine the variant and
claims that a fortnight of studious

OPINION John Menadue’s blog

Omicron the result of
rich countries neglect
Binoy Kampmark writes in Pearls and Irritations
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examination is required. In what is
bound to return with critical fury at
some future date, it is urging cau-
tion of countries in terms of clos-
ing borders. Attention should be
spent, instead, on enhancing sur-
veillance and sequencing efforts
“to better understand circulating
SARS-CoV-2 variants”. Tradi-
tional reporting mechanisms
should be used, and field investi-
gations and laboratory assessments
made.

Certain countries are not waiting
for the laboratory reports. The
issue at the start of 2020 was one
of speed, or, as it transpired,
lethargy. Delays and hesitancy
proved catastrophic. Like the
movement of capital, the SARS-
CoV-2 virus spread effortlessly.

US officials have accordingly
announced that flights from South
Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe,
Namibia, Lesotho, Eswatini,
Mozambique and Malawi will be
prevented from entering the coun-
try from November 29. The UK
has also blocked entry into the
country from Botswana, Lesotho,
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South
Africa, save for UK or Irish nation-
als, or UK residents. “We must

move quickly and at the earliest
possible moment,” explained UK
Health Secretary Sajid Javid.

The European Union has also
imposed a temporary ban on travel
from southern Africa. “The last
thing we need is to bring in a new
variant that will cause even more
problems,” stated German Health
Minister Jens Spahn. 

Having full foresight and knowl-
edge about the threat posed by
such mutations, officials from the
EU and the United States have
again shown a selfishness in the
field of vaccination policy that has
served to endanger the globe, in-
cluding their own citizens.

Ever slowly, the citizens of the
world are coming to the realisation
that such vaccines will always risk
being imperilled in the absence of
fair and equal distribution across
the globe. Given the freedom to
mutate in unvaccinated popula-
tions, more variants of SARS-
CoV-2 will emerge to penetrate the
protective shield.

Binoy Kampmark was a Common-
wealth Scholar at Selwyn College,
Cambridge. He lectures at RMIT Uni-
versity, Melbourne.
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299



A year of heavy rainfall has Lake
George looking very full of water,
a far cry from the dry state it was
in during the drought of 2017-
2019.

Following heavy rainfall
throughout 2021, the lake, which is
situated 40km northeast of Can-
berra, is beginning to look like a
full body of water again after the
2017-2019 drought left it barren
and lifeless.

Numerous pictures are circulat-
ing online of people admiring Lake
George in all its glory, but is it here
to stay or should we expect these
continued fluctuations as our cli-
mate grows more extreme at either
end of the scale?

Professor Bradley Pillans from
the ANU Research School of Earth
Sciences has been exploring the
history of Lake George in recent
times. He says the lake is now as

full as its been since October 2017.
“It comes and goes on a decadal

basis,” he says.
“In the 1990s, it was fuller than

it is now, but it didn’t last as long
as that period in the 1950s and
1960s when we had a lot of wet
years in southeast Australia.

“It all depends on the rain, and
you need a series of wet years to
keep the lake up and the 1950s was
like that.

“We’ve had a couple of wet
years now – last year and this year
– but it needs to keep up. There’s
every chance the lake will get as
deep as it was in the 1950s and
1960s again.”

In the late 1950s and early
1960s, Lake George was around
four metres deep, with the volume
of water comparable to Sydney
Harbour at around 500 gigalitres.

Professor Pillans recalls activi-
ties on the lake in 1964 such as
sailing by Canberra Sailing Club,
speedboats and water skiing.

Currently, the level at Lake
George is around 1.5 metres deep,
or about 100 gigalitres and only 20
per cent of Sydney Harbour.

“It’s a big lake in area, but it’s
not very deep,” says Professor Pil-
lans. “Even though it looks like
there is a lot of water there, it’s
very shallow.”

Long-time Canberrans would re-
member the water lapping up to
the Federal Highway in the 1990s.
Professor Pillans says that is a gen-
uine possibility of occurring again.

“The lake has come up quite a
lot in the past few months and
they’re predicting a wetter than

normal summer,” he says.
“If we get another wet year next

year, I’d say there’s every chance
we’ll have the water lapping up to
the edge of the road like it did in
the 1990s.”

What is unlikely to ever return is
the 37-metres deep Lake George
from thousands of years ago, much
to the delight of the communities
in Bungendore and Collector.

“That [37 metres deep] means
the water would’ve lapped up to
Gearys Gap where the lookout is
on the highway and almost spilled
over through the low point of the
ranges there,” says Professor Pil-
lans.

“Bungendore and Collector
would’ve been underwater. Lake
George would’ve been huge, ab-
solutely spectacular and permanent
because the rainfall was much
higher.”

According to Professor Pillans,
while a La Niña has been declared
in the Pacific Ocean, it would take
longer than a few wet years for the
sustained future of Lake George to
be secured. The fluctuations it has
seen in recent years are likely to be
ongoing

“You’re relying on the rainfall
being relatively high during a long
period of time,” he says. “You’d
want to have a run of La Niñas and
I can’t say whether that will hap-
pen or not.

“You’ve got to remember the
weather is getting warmer as well
and the summers are hot. It’s the
hot summers that really kill the
water in Lake George because
evaporation is much higher.”
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Rain fills Lake George
Max O’Driscoll writes in Riot Act

Photo courtesy Australian Broadcasting Corporation.

Speedboats were once a common sight at Lake George. This photo was taken
in 1964. Photo: Bob Pillans.

With above average rainfall pre-
dicted for all major cattle regions
over the next three months and in-
creased rainfall in northern Aus-
tralia, pasture growth is expected
to surge and strengthen the na-
tional herd rebuild into 2022, ac-
cording to Meat & Livestock
Australia’s (MLA) latest Aus-
tralian Cattle Industry Projections. 

MLA’s Market Information
Manager, Stephen Bignell, said
good seasonal conditions across
the eastern states and southern
Western Australia continued to un-

derpin demand and confidence in
the sector. 

“The cattle market continues at
historic highs, with restocker and
feeder demand fuelling record
prices at the saleyard, which is
flowing along the supply chain,”
Mr Bignell said.

“The extent of rain post-drought
has resulted in slaughter being re-
vised down to 6 million head for
2021, the lowest level in 36 years.
While carcase weights are still ex-
pected to reach record levels, they
have been revised slightly down to
308kg, bringing overall production

estimates to 1,848 tonnes carcase
weight (ctw). 

“Seasonal conditions started to
improve in autumn 2020, and by
the end of 2022 calves born since
this time are expected to hit the
market which will increase the
supply of cattle available.

“The rebuild is expected to con-
tinue into 2022, as the BOM pre-
diction of a La Niña will ensure
that ground water supplies are
available. The favourable harvest
conditions of 2020/21 have also al-
lowed Australia a feed grain buffer
should the 2022 season deterio-
rate.”

Mr Bignell said Australia was a
leading exporter of beef globally,
with Korea remaining a strong
market, and Japan continuing to
purchase the most Australian beef.

“Australia has exported
660,568 tonnes of beef for the
year-to-date, with 17% lower

volumes for the year-to-
September. Lower export

volumes have been the result
of both supply and demand

factors. 
Most key export markets have

fallen compared to 2020 volumes
except for South Korea, which has
held steady at a 2% increase this
year,” Mr Bignell said.

“Strong consumer purchasing
power and sophisticated retail,
foodservice and food manufactur-
ing sectors, combined with a posi-
tive image of Australia as a trusted
source for tasty and high quality
will continue to underpin long-
term growth for Australian beef
exports to Japan.”

Favourable conditions to
strengthen national herd rebuild
Meat and Livestock Australia
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SEEN ABOUT THE PLACE

Are there elections coming up or what?
[above] NSW Opposition Leader Chris Minns came to town to chat with representatives of the Braidwood
Community Association and the Braidwood Business Chamber. Troopers Rest provided the venue and it
was reported that Mr Minns was receptive to the needs of our town.
[below] Member for Eden-Monaro Kristy McBain braved unpleasant weather to meet with constituents at
the Rotunda in Ryrie Park.  The indefatigable Tony Sheppard was, of course, in the front row.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Christmas 2021 feature

The next issue of
Braidwood’s Changing Times

will showcase
‘The Babies of 2021’.

So far we have:
Austin John Bourgault
Marvin Bede and Inara

Monika Christian
Henry Mitchell Clarke
Douglas Sean Hardwick
Forrest Ace Bernardoff
Koa Parker

But there must be more,
so if you have a 2021 baby

or know someone who
does, email a pic to:

times@bwdmag.com.au
by Friday 10 December

Bunch of keys with a David Jones
lanyard attached. 

Grateful thanks and a reward to the
finder.

David  0458 262 743

Could the person or persons who
dismantled Group B’s voting placards

please return them to Jamie at the
Royal Mail Hotel, Braidwood ... You are

in possession of stolen property!

Memorial Service
A memorial service to be held on the

morning of Saturday 11th December 2021 to
commemorate the life of Mark Humphries. 

A regular visitor to the Valley and 
friend of many.

The Service will be held on Ken Harrison’s
property with the time yet to be confirmed
and following we invite those who wish to

attend the Araluen Valley Hotel for lunch (at
own expense) to reminisce and share

stories with his family and friends. 
All Welcome  

Contact Donna Harrison on 0437990916
for further details.  

BRAIDWOOD LIFE CENTRE INC
Annual General Meeting

Thursday 16 December 2021
at 5.00pm

at Braidwood Life Centre room
Interested members of the

Braidwood community are very
welcome to attend the Braidwood Life

Centre AGM

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Printing and publishing for you ...
Artplan Graphics, publisher of Braidwood’s Changing Times
can photocopy, scan and print for you. Our services include:

4 scanning and retouching

4 black and white photocopying up to A3

4 collating books, stapling and trimming

4 inkjet colour prints up to 420 wide by any length

4 plain paper colour prints up to A0 size

4 architect’s plans and perspectives up to A0 size

4 editing, writing, layout design and publishing.

0417 459 775
paul@artplan.com.au

Anglican Parish of Braidwood
Advent marks the beginning of a New Church
Year but it is intended to be more than a pre-
cursor to Christmas. 

Advent is essentially about coming or pres-
ence but how much does that theme grab us as
individuals? Advent is meant to be a time of re-
flection and re-examination of our personal
commitment to Jesus Christ. A time to re-ener-
gise and revitalise our faith and belief by re-
freshing our minds about the legacies provided
for each of us at Christ’s first coming. Impor-
tantly it is a time to assess where we stand right
now if Christ were to return tomorrow. We do
ourselves a great disservice if we dismiss the
message of Jesus Christ as either outdated or an
antiquated historical relic of the past. It is the
past that defines the present and informs the fu-
ture because Christ clearly demonstrated that
his whole purpose for humanity was intergen-
erational with eternal consequences which do
not lapse with the passing of time.

The message of Jesus clearly had ongoing
implications for an unspecified period of time.
The message was endless and timeless, it
needed to be embraced because things were
happening that were entrenched in historical
moments with future goals and targets in mind.
Why else would Jesus give his unconditional
assurance in Luke 21:33; ‘Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will never pass
away’?

In the words that follow there is anticipation
and expectation of a future event that goes way
beyond finite minds. Jesus alludes to a time in
the future when all will stand before the ‘Son
of Man’ to give an account. The concept of the
Second Coming of Jesus is quite clear in scrip-
ture but has been the victim of endless and vain
speculation. Usually, the vexatious arguments
run along the lines of; When will it be? What
will it look like? Or How will I know the out-
come? These things are not ours to know for
they are firmly fixed in the mind of God and I

regret to inform you that they can’t be down-
loaded on the internet. We can’t google God or
access Facebook to update the latest informa-
tion just so we can be ready in the nick of time.
Our reasonable responsibility is to be ready
now, to be constantly prepared for that time
when Christ will return.

Advent is about the steady tread of prayer
and hope and scripture and sacrament and wit-
ness, day by day and week by week. What re-
ally matters in the eyes of God are patient
endurance, sustained commitment and personal
faith in Jesus Christ whose coming ensured an
abiding presence as Lord and saviour.

Upcoming Services:- Sunday 5th December
at 10am - Holy Communion at Ballalaba with
lunch at Gundillion Hall. Sunday 12th Decem-
ber at 10am – Holy Communion at St. An-
drew’s Braidwood. 

Rev. Rick Lewis
Braidwood Anglican Parish

Braidwood Uniting Church
“The true meaning of existence is dis-

closed in moments of living in the presence
of God” says Heschel.

The meaning of our existence is not about
what we do or about what we have done, but
rather who we know we belong to. This is our
identity. Exploring the notion of who we are –
a child of God, and whose we are – we belong
to the Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of all
things, reminds us of the true meaning of why
we are living the gift of life. To come face-to-
face with God is to recognize in his eyes the re-
flection of our true self. Our identity is found
in the presence of God. In Galatians chapter 4,
verse 7 Paul explains, “Now you are … God’s
own child. And since you are his child, God has
made you his heir.” And have a look at Zepha-
niah 3:17 in the Old Testament, it declares God
takes delight in you. It is sacred moments that
remind us that each breath is a gift, and we are

loved because we exist.  + (Abraham Joshua
Heschel, God in Search of Man)

Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher, and the
congregation of Braidwood Uniting Church.
We’d love you to join us for worship on Sun-
days, 10am, or listen in to Radio Church at
6pm. Weekly Garage Sale every Wednesday,
9-3. Cnr Duncan and Monkittee Streets. 02
4842 2568.

St Bede’s Parish
REFLECTION on Living the Gospel of

Luke 3:1-6
— Make way!

This gospel is a reminder to us that Advent
is a season of preparation. In this case, the
preparation is all about making way for the love
of God in our lives. The love of God surrounds
us all the time. It’s like a rapidly flowing stream
and sometimes we have placed boulders in the
stream that send the water flowing around us.
The call to make a way for the Lord is a call to
clear the rocks out of the stream; to remove the
obstacles that are directing the love of God
around us and allow it instead to flow directly
through us.

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Father Mick
Burke.Mobile: 0448 414 541

Pastoral Associate: Br Brian Berg
Braidwood Contact Numbers: Ph. 4842

2444;
Mobile: 0408 687 915
Parish email: braidwood@cg.org.au

The church is closed to the public for the du-
ration of the roof repairs. Tuesday Mass is
being held in the Presbytery courtyard at 10am
and our Saturday evening Mass is in the St
Bede’s school hall at 6.00pm. Masks are
mandatory but Mass is open to all, whether vac-
cinated or not. Meditation has recommenced on
Thursdays at 10.30am in the Presbytery.

Our Christmas Mass will be held Friday 24
Dec at 5.30pm in the church grounds if the
church roof hasn’t been completed.
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Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

STOP PRESS

Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,
43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant-Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram
Contributions desperately welcome.

STAR TIMES
Shockaroundtheclock
How do find a pothole? “Look
out of the car window,” I hear
you cry. But I don’t mean those
smallish dents in the bitumen or
those plate-sized caverns loaded
with windscreen-homing shrap-
nel. You can find them anywhere
around these parts. No, I mean
those mothers of potholes, the
wheel stealing, alignment wreck-
ing, shock unabsorbable types.
The answer? See that road hog-
ging truck hurtling towards you
on the other side of the road?
The monster crater that puts
your front wheel into the, “Sorry
love, it’s gunna cost a bit to put
that right” category can be found
on your side of the road at the
exact point at which you cross
paths with the truck. You bet.

Undergroundnetwork
Finally, it’s true. Hugely wealthy
people are really boring. In the
case of Jeff Bezos and Elon Musk
it’s a race of boring proportions.
Terrestrial driverless cars face all
sorts of practical and legal hur-
dles, so the solution is to bore
long tunnels under our cities. If
the brochure is to be believed,
commuters will climb into a
Tesla cyber driver or an Amazo-
drone and be catapulted at
speeds of 200km/hr to the office
or the shops. What could possi-
bly go wrong with sending indi-
vidual capsules down a long
underground tunnel at break-
neck speed? Back to you Hal.

Goingoncegetoutofhere
First the bad news. Braidwood is
not the unfashionable backwater
it once was. Everybody and their
dog [see Facebook for recently ar-
rived missing dogs] wants to live
in or around Braidwood, Dear
Braidwood. So much so that local
real estate agents are ringing
around trying to get people to
leave. “How long have you lived
here?” asked Daryl Deposit of Ru-
bicon Realty. “Wow, you must
have got your place for a song.
Have you thought about doing the
right thing and moving on — or at
least subdividing. I mean, you’ve
had your go and I’ve got buyers
piled ten-high waiting and, tragi-
cally, nothing to sell them”.

Letthemeatweddingcake
And so we head awkwardly into a
two-tiered society, so common in
the Third World. The simplicity, the
beauty and the charm of the town
becomes a playtime for the wealthy.
‘Get married in Braidwood and ex-
perience rustic country living’ (for a
night or two at least). After the cer-
emony, wander the heritage streets,
perhaps toss a few coins to the
grateful merchants, chill with a soy
latte and wonder at how very so-
phisticated the country has become.

FREEDOM
FREEDOM
FREEDOM
from slogans
propogated
by eccentric
billionaire’s
rash claims

TOO UNSETTLED FOR SPORT WE THOUGHT

Have the last two years left you
feeling unsettled? 

That’s certainly been the case
for local poet, Harry Laing and he
reflected on that and many other
matters in his latest book which
was launched to a loyal and appre-
ciative audience at the BRAG Arts
Centre last week.
‘Unsettled’, is a rich mixture of

the serious, the philosophical and
the comic.  It reveals much about
Harry, his background (Scottish),
his love of  homeland and adopted

country, the environment, the
world as its was and the world
around him now. 

These offerings struck a chord

Harry Laing’s new books
Maggie Hickey reports

with everyone at the launch. De-
spite an outdoor setting on a windy
day, Harry’s inimitable delivery of
poems from the book kept us en-
tertained, enthralled and often in
fits of laughter as he moved from
the profound to the absurd.  

As poet and reviewer, Sarah
Rice has written:

“These poems sparkle with wit,
hum with humour, delight and
dare. They unwind a life, move
deftly between present and past
and betray an ever present love of
the land and language, the world
and word-play. Finally they unset-
tle with a deep ecological warning
– in a world where ‘everything
melts ... who watches over us in the
rush towards?’” 

If you’d like to hear and see
more, Harry will be launching his
new book of poems for children,
‘Rapperbee – Poems to give you a
Buzz’, at BRAG on Sunday 12th
December at 3.00 pm. Come
along! This might be a book for
kids but I guarantee it will appeal
to everyone.

Both ‘Unsettled’ and ‘Rapper-
bee’ will be available for sale and
signing at the launch. 

Opener Dave Nelson with Harry Laing and Nicola Bowery.

Harry Laing’s ridiculously fun poems will buzz into kids’ heads
and stay there. Rhymes, raps, songs, cheese poems, animal
poems, shape-poems all just itching to be read and performed.
Marshmallow Man, Song of a Thumb and Sausagepoem…
who could resist? And in a wonderful fusion of word and
image, Anne Ryan’s epic and inventive illustrations take the
poems to another dimension.

RapperBee will be launched by Lara Croucher at BRAG
Sunday 12 December at 3pm

Come along and enjoy the fun!

Yes folks, it’s here, the launch of Harry’s
new book of poetry for kids RapperBee 
– parents, grandparents and kids are all

welcome, everyone in fact!

I’m the power to the flowers

I’m the livin’ of the buzz

I’m the neatest, I’m the sweetest 

RapperBee that ever was ...


