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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
Th: 13° 23° 60%
Fr: 13° 25° 70%
Sat: 15° 29° 60%
Sun: 15° 27° 40%
Mon 15° 31° 60%
Tue: 13° 18° 70%
We: 10° 18° 60%
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At the extraordinary meeting of
the new council on 12 January, Cr
Kenrick Winchester was elected
mayor with Cr Esma Livermore
elected deputy mayor.

The new mayor is an experi-
enced councillor, having served on

Kenrick Winchester mayor
and Esma Livermore deputy

Queanbeyan Council before the
amalgamation. He is well-known
to Braidwood residents as a regular
attendee at Braidwood Community
Association meetings and other
functions. 

Councillor Livermore is a newly
elected representative and brings a
wealth of experience in commu-

nity development to the table.
Prior to the mayoral election as

the first order of business, all coun-
cillors took the oath or affirmation
of office before the CEO.

Mayor Winchester’s election is
the first change of mayor since
Tim Overall’s election to the chair
of then Queanbeyan City Council

in 2008. Mr Overall was then ap-
pointed administrator of the
merged Queanbeyan-Palerang
council in 2016, elected mayor in
2017 and remained in that position
until he resigned prior to the local
government election last Decem-
ber.

Queanbeyan Palerang Regional Council’s new deputy mayor and mayor at the Queanbeyan Council Chambers following their election.



As silly seasons go, the one just
past set a whole new level for
silliness. Just when we thought all
the presents under the Christmas
tree had been unwrapped, the
NSW Health Minister, Brad Haz-
zard (who has earned himself the
Twitter hashtag #HealthHazzard)
popped out of the cake with a late
gift. You’re all going to get
COVID, he announced. The pre-
mier (whom Twitter has dubbed
#Domicron), obviously thinking
that his minister’s gift to us all
needed a bit of encouragement,
then urged people to get out and
celebrate New Year in the Sydney
CBD. You could almost see those
little red balls with the spikes
bouncing around and multiplying
as the fireworks went off over the
harbour.

Predictions of the impact of the

‘let it rip’ strategy were way off
target. Hazzard confidently pre-
dicted that there would be around
25,000 new cases a day by the end
of January. 

No one can accuse the NSW
government of underachieving
because we passed that figure
in the first week of the month. 

The federal government then
joined in the fun, announcing that
home testing, via Rapid Antigen
Tests (RATs), would substitute for
the lab-tested polymerase chain re-
action (PCR) tests. 

While the governments of other
countries handed our RATs to their
citizens and residents for free,
however, the Australian govern-
ment decided to extend the Christ-
mas and New Year festivities by
turning it into a party game. “Find

the RAT” quickly caught on as the
most popular game in the country.
Then we discovered that the Har-
vey Norman furniture chain had
secured a sizable quantity and was
selling them along with the white-
goods. 

“We can’t go around giving out
everything for free”, announced
the PM on breakfast TV when
asked why the Australian govern-
ment wasn’t providing the tests to
households. Clearly when a sense
of irony was handed out, the PM
was hiding behind the door. 

His breakfast TV appearance
came only days after his New Year
photo op, wherein he proudly
posed with his New Year’s feast of
a whole barramundi, which he said
had been especially flown in from
Humpty Doo in the Northern Ter-
ritory and lovingly prepared Ker-
ala-style by his private chef in the
harbourside mansion all paid for
by the government. “Some can af-
ford it, some can’t”, was his re-
sponse later when it was suggested
to him that not all Australians
would be able to afford the RATs.
Indeed.

Meanwhile, the government’s

COVID Task Force Commander,
Lt General Frewen, a man with
considerable military experience as
an infantry officer and not a single
medical qualification, was wheeled
out to assure us all that there was
no shortage of booster vaccines. It
must have come as a great relief to
medical centres and clinics around
the country to know that they were
only imagining their non-existent
supplies of vaccines.

The silly season finally wound
up last week when the PM turned
up at the Sydney cricket test and
happily announced that “Australia
is taking wickets with the virus”.
This utterance will doubtlessly find
its way into the annals of Great Po-
litical Quotations (“We will fight
them on the beaches …”; “Ask not
what your country can do for you
…”; “Mr Gorbachev, tear down
that wall”) but in the meantime, for
those of us in voluntary lockdown
awaiting vaccine supplies so we
can avoid catching COVID, it’s
just the icing on the Christmas
cake.

Happy New Year, Braidwood,
2022 could be an interesting ride.
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2022 off to a very
bumpy start

If you’re double-vaxxed, under 65
and have no chronic health condi-
tions that may exacerbate the
virus, you might be able to man-
age the symptoms at home.

Capital Chemist Braidwood rec-
ommends Panadol (paracetamol)
and Nurofen (ibuprofen) as part of

a “COVID home kit”. Both are
recommended for assistance in
managing symptoms of COVID —
pain and fever — along with bed
rest and keeping well hydrated. 

Paracetamol and ibuprofen work
in different ways to help with these
symptoms so can be taken together

I’ve got COVID 
… what to do now?
Capital Chemist Braidwood

to achieve a better response.
There is a maximum of 4g of

paracetamol in 24 hours (8 tablets
of standard paracetamol – only 6
tablets of oseto paracetamol for-
mulations) and 1.2g (6 tablets) of
ibuprofen in 24 hours.

Over 65s need to check with
their GP before using anti-inflam-
matories — they can cause some
problems if you have certain con-
ditions or take particular medica-
tions, or if taken for long periods
of time with no medical supervi-
sion. 

Important:
If symptoms worsen, for exam-

ple, if you have trouble breathing
or there is persistent chest pain or
chest pressure, call an ambulance.

Booster shots
update
Capital Chemist Braidwood has
opened up a special additional
clinic on Wednesday 2 February.
There are also cancellations pop-
ping up most Friday’s so be sure
to keep an eye on the booking
website if you’d like an earlier ap-
pointment. 

If you find an earlier appoint-

ment, please email us with the de-
tails of your old appointment so we
can open it up for someone else.

Thanks for your patience!!!
We have finally received our de-

livery of Moderna vaccines and
have opened up our online booking
portal for Covid-19 boosters.

You are eligible for a Covid-19
booster vaccine if you are over the
age of 18 and it has been at least 4
months since your second Covid-
19 vaccination. 

To book, visit: 
https://capital-chemist-braidw
ood.pharmacybookings.com.au 

We have opened as many clinic
days as our vaccine delivery’s
allow and encourage you to check
the booking site for appointments
that may become available due to
cancellations.

We understand many of you are
due now for your booster vaccine.
Due to high demand, most of Jan-
uary is already booked out. If you
require a booster urgently, please
check the NSW Health mass vac-
cination hubs for earlier appoint-
ments (and let us know to cancel
your appointment with us). 

Alternatively, you can email us
to make an appointment:
braidwood@capitalchemist.com.au 



The Omicron variant is tearing
through NSW, despite masks
being compulsory indoors. 

If you are wearing a cloth or sur-
gical mask, you may not be as pro-
tected as you think because of
mask leakage. 

While a cloth or surgical mask is
moderately effective at capturing
particles you exhale, preventing
you from infecting other people, as
soon as you are around someone
who is wearing their mask under
their nose, wearing an improperly
fitting mask, or not wearing a mask
at all, a cloth or surgical masks
offer little protection against in-
coming particles. A typical cloth
mask, while better than nothing,
only provides around 30-60% pro-
tection to the wearer because they
lack a tight fit to the face and air
leaks around the mask.
The Prime Minister has said

that protecting ourselves is now
our ‘personal responsibility’. In
our small IGA where the oppor-

tunity to social distance is lim-
ited, what can we all do to pro-
tect ourselves against people who
do not share our sense of per-
sonal responsibility?

One thing we can all do now to
protect ourselves and the people
we care about, as well as the vul-
nerable and elderly, is to wear bet-
ter masks. Cloth masks have been
around since the Spanish Flu pan-
demic of 1919 – so why are most
people still wearing cloth masks?

Fortunately, much, much better
technology exists and is both

comfortable to wear and
affordable too. 

Modern respirators feature a
layer of meltblown polypropolene
that carries an electrostatic charge
that can trap tiny particles just a
few nanometers in size, while of-
fering a level of breathabilty that
far surpasses most three-layer cloth
masks. They have a wire nose strip
and either ear loops or a head band

to ensure a snug face fit, ensuring
that the air you breathe flows
through the face mask and not
around it.

If you can, try and get a mask
(technically, called a filtering face-
piece respirator) that is certified to
N95, P2, NIOSH, FFP2 or KF94
standards. Disposable N95 or P2
Masks used in Australia by med-
ical professionals are widely avail-
able and affordable.   Look your
mask up online to see if it has been
tested by the Therapeutic Goods
Administration, and if it is in-

cluded in the ARTG, the Aus-
tralian Register of Therapeutic
Goods. You can buy Australian
made certified P2 masks from our
local chemist.  Another great op-
tion is to get a Korean KF94 mask.
KN95 Masks (the Chinese equiva-
lent of our N95 masks) vary
greatly in both quality and effec-
tiveness as it is a self reported stan-
dard, so look up some test data for
your mask to ensure that it is not
counterfeit. Some of these masks
have been tested to an efficiency of
99% against typical COVID respi-
ratory aerosols.

Whatever mask you decide to
wear, the main things to ensure

are that it is comfortable,
breathable, that it fits your face
properly with minimal leakage

(men may have to shave or
trim beards), and that it offers

a high degree of filtration. 

Besides the increased protection
offered by wearing a well-fitting
respirator comes the added psy-
chological bonus of not having to
concern yourself next time you are
around someone who may prefer
to wear their mask under their
chin. However it should be noted
that being around a contagious per-
son always carries some risk.

With ample supplies of masks
available and a more transmissible
variant on our doorstep, there has
never been a better time to up your
mask game. These simple, inex-
pensive and highly effective masks
could be the difference in buying
enough time for the vulnerable
people in our community to re-
ceive their booster shots. 

For more information, look up
Aaron Collins’s YouTube channel.

Or for a DIY fix for surgical
masks, look at fixthemask.com

This article is paraphrased from an
opinion piece which appeared on the
Guardian website dated 28th Decem-
ber 2021, entitled “Some Covid masks
are better than others. I know – I’m the
Mask Nerd”.
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Masks are good …
but how good is yours?
Adrian Iga

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101



Cr Livermore said that the most
commonly recurring issue during
the campaign was that of roads. To
that effect, she sees the mainte-
nance of rural and regional roads
as one of her two top priorities,
along with a plan for Net Zero Car-
bon by 2050. 

With a professional background
in social issues, Cr Livermore is
keen to progress community devel-
opment and infrastructure. “We
need to see where the previous
council left off and then just get in
there and do the job that needs to
be done,” she said. “Council needs
to deliver on promised facilities.”

“It’s not about us, it’s about
the community”

— Cr Mareeta Grundy

Councillor Mareeta Grundy sees
the new look council as an oppor-
tunity for a fundamental review of
council to look at where it is inef-
ficient and where improvements
ca be made.

“The amalgamation put together
two totally different bodies and
there’s been no review on whether
that’s functional,” she said. Cr
Grundy believes the time is right

4 — Thursday, January 13, 2022 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

The final result of the local gov-
ernment election in Queanbeyan-
Palerang Region was announced
on 20 December and sees a new-
look council set to take over the
stewardship of our region.

Only two of the former QPRC
councillors were re-elected: Ken-
rick Winchester and Michele Bis-
cotti are joined by newly elected
councillors Katrina Willis, Ma-
reeta Grundy, Louise Burton,
Jacqueline Ternouth, Bryce Wil-
son, Esma Livermore, John Pre-
ston, Edwina Webster and Steve
Taskovski.

Council held an extraordinary
meeting on Wednesday 12 January
to swear in the new council and
hold the election of the Mayor and
Deputy Mayor. The first ordinary
meeting of council will be held on
either 25 or 27 January (to be con-
firmed) as Australia Day falls on
the Wednesday.

One of the first matters to be de-
termined by council is the pro-
posed demolition of the sheds
behind the Albion. This decision
was deferred at the previous coun-
cil’s last meeting in 2021. It is un-
derstood that the Heritage
Advisory Committee will advise
against the removal of the build-
ings.

“Goodwill to do better” 
— Cr Katrina Willis

While the previous council was
frequently hamstrung by political
divisions, with decision-making
more reliant on political affilia-
tion rather than community need,
Cr Katrina Willis told the Chang-
ing Times that she has spoken to
a number of her fellow council-
lors and there is an intention by
the new council to put political di-
visions and ideology aside.

“There is a genuine desire to put
that dynamic behind us,” Cr Willis
said. “There is a goodwill to do
better.”

Cr Willis said that she sees the
council as having three levels of
action for the coming term.

“There are the urgent things we
need to address; opportunities to
explore; and then the things we
would like to progress,” she said.

Cr Willis said the ongoing issue
of the Bungendore High School is
a matter requiring council’s urgent
attention. She said that letters from
the Department of Education to
Bungendore residents have subtly
changed the language around the
proposed opening date of the
school and concerns remain re-
garding the proposed site.

The New South Wales Govern-
ment Architect has already ex-
pressed concern regarding the
proposed siting of the school, say-
ing in a report to the Department of
Education and sighted by the
Changing Times that, “while a new
high school is welcomed by the
community, concerns remain that
the erosion of the 19th Century
street grid at Majara Street, the po-
tential alienation of public space
and the proposed character for the
school will create unacceptable im-
pacts both within the site and the
adjoining contexts.”

Cr Willis also said that she is
looking into the possibility of halt-
ing the multi-million dollar up-
grade of Monaro Street and
rediverting funds to more urgent
road repairs in the region as well as
quarantining the money raised
from the sale of council land in the
Queanbeyan CBD for specific
projects.

“Do the job that needs
to be done”

— Cr Esma Livermore

Councillor Esma Livermore takes
her seat as the first Indigenous-
identifying representative for the
region. Cr Livermore is from the
Bigumbul people of Southern
Queensland and into Central West
NSW and has lived in Quean-
beyan for 21 years.

She strongly echoed Cr Willis’s
comment regarding putting aside
political allegiances for the good of
local community.

“We all live in the region,” she
said. “Our kids go to the same
schools, we shop here, we’re all
people who live and work in our
community and are affected by the
same issues.”

New look council ready for work
Robin Tennant-Wood

WILLIS WINCHESTER BURTON WILSON LIVERMORE TERNOUTH GRUNDY TASKOVSKI WEBSTER BISCOTTI PRESTON

Katrina Willis Mareeta Grundy

Esma Livermore



for a full independent review of
council’s functions, looking partic-
ularly at areas where people have
complained. “People have told me
that the time it takes for DA ap-
proval is far too long, even for sim-
ple things like a carport,” she said.
“We need to look for key areas for
improvement.”

Cr Grundy also listed the state of
the region’s roads as a priority
issue for the new council, noting
that the roads have become a safety
issue in many cases.

Coming from a background in
nutrition and diatetics and having
worked in both the government
and community sectors and with
elite sports teams, Cr Grundy is no
stranger to the mechanics of evi-
dence-based policy development.
She said that in decision-making
she will assess issues on merit and
with all the information at hand,
not on the basis of political alle-
giances. She also believes that the
previous council “place itself in a
glass tower – not deliberately but
as a result of processes.” Commu-
nity access and transparency are
key priorities for her in the coming
term of council.

“Issues won’t get shelved”
— Cr Edwina Webster

The Bungendore High School
was the reason Councillor Edwina
Webster stood for council and it
is her number one priority. 

She told the Changing Times
that it was her first real experience
in how decisions are made in re-
mote offices and then forced on a
community and sold as a fait ac-
compli. 

“This is not just about a school,”
she said. “Of course we want a
school. But this is about taking
away a beautiful community green
space with no thought to the future.
None of those planners live in

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Thursday, January 13, 2022 — 5

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

Bungendore and their kids won’t
be going to this school.” Like Cr
Willis, Cr Webster believes that
the Bungendore High School issue
needs an urgent intervention from
council to ensure adequate com-
munity consultation and that it is
sited with a view to the future, not
just political expediency.

Cr Webster is also interested in
taking on what she describes as the
‘little issues’. “The things that
mean a lot to people but which
they might not have thought im-
portant enough to take to council”,
she said, noting a woman who
wants to use her local swimming
pool but due to mobility issues,
can’t use the ladder to enter or exit
the pool. “Surely we can arrange a
ramp in a pool for people with dis-
abilities,” she said. “These issues
won’t just get shelved.”

Cr Webster lives in Bungendore
and works in Canberra three days
a week, and in Bungendore at the
Bowling Club the other two days.
“I want people to know where and
how to find me,” she said.

In light of the ongoing COVID
situation the extraordinary meeting
was held remotely on Wednesday
12 January 2022. Presentations to
council meetings can either be
made in writing or via Zoom.

Edwina Webster
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7:00am – Martins Morning Mix
1:00pm – Flashback Featured Artist with Rob
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5:30pm – The Greenhorns with Nick,Hamish & Kelly
8:00pm – It’s Time
10:00pm – Aussie Music Weekly
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2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
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6.30pm – Real World Gardener
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3:00pm – The Hot 30
6:00pm – Radio Jilly - With Yolande 
8:00pm – I love the 70’s
9:00pm – Simply The 80’s
10:00pm – Off the Record

Friday 
5:00am – Good Morning Country
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1:00pm – A bit of this and that with Gavin
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8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
12:00 - Covers 
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
8:00pm - Bluesbeat
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Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
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• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe



Recently elected Queanbeyan-
Palerang councillor, Bryce Wil-
son, will be the Labor Party’s
candidate for the forthcoming by-
election in Monaro. 

While a date has not yet been an-
nounced for the by-election,
caused by the resignation of former
member and Leader of the Nation-
als, John Barilaro, Wilson is the
second candidate to announce his
intention to run. Nichole Overall,
wife of former QPRC mayor, Tim
Overall, announced her candidacy
for the Nationals last November.

Wilson previously stood for
the seat in the state election in
2019. He was selected to lead
the Labor ticket in the local
government election prior

to the seat of Monaro
becoming vacant. 

Under the Local Government
Act, if a councillor is elected to a
state seat, he or she may remain on
council for the balance of their
term or for two years, whichever is
the shorter period. That being the
case, in the event of Mr Wilson
being elected as Member for
Monaro, he has the option of re-
maining a QPRC councillor until
2024, but not until the next council
election, due in September 2024. 

Liberal Member for Goulburn,
Wendy Tuckerman, continued to
serve on Booroowa Council for the

full two years following her elec-
tion to the state seat, declaring her
council seat vacant on the second
anniversary of her election as state
member.

Mr Wilson said that he stood for
council because he was sick of the
lack of delivery and lack of
progress on projects in the region.
He sees the same problem with a
number of projects in Monaro. 

“Googong High School, Bun-
gendore High School, the Braid-
wood pool upgrade have all
become bogged down,” he said. 

Wilson is also very critical of
Premier Dominic Perrottet’s mis-
management of the COVID situa-
tion. “Perrottet is no Gladys
Berejilkian. She had her issues, but
he’s not filling the state with con-
fidence and needs to be forced be-
fore he makes any decision. The
state needs someone with a firm
hand on the tiller.

“It’s up to Nichole Overall to ex-
plain to the electorate what Mr Per-
rottet is doing right,” he said.
Monaro is currently a safe seat for
the Nationals, which they hold by
11.5%. However, Wilson said that
there is likely to be a swing against
the Perrottet government on the
back of the Omicron outbreak and
that Nationals’ candidate, Ms
Overall, will not have the advan-
tage of being able to throw money
at the electorate like her predeces-
sor, Mr Barilaro, did in 2019.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Wilson to stand for Monaro
Robin Tennant-Wood

COVID MALLAISE.
I am disillusioned, dismayed,
angry and sad.Why? Covid and
the state of affairs.

Covid has been with us for over
two years, that is an indisputable
fact. The mess that Australian de-
cision makers have made of affairs
is also a fact.

Australia is fortunate to be an is-
land and thus has been able to view
what has happened in the rest of
the world before those events
reached us. But have we learnt
anything from this situation? It
seems not.

For whatever reason we began
by letting hordes of infected people
off a cruise ship. Then for reasons
unknown not enough vaccine was
ordered. When there was enough
vaccine it was “this is not a race”.
It definitely was a crawl with hes-
itancy and misinformation about
efficacy. But then it became a
petulant “get vaccinated now”. But
vaccination centres were scarce or
unfinished despite the obvious
need as demonstrated overseas.
The deadliness of Delta necessi-
tated the need for lockdowns but
N.S.W. left it a week too late caus-
ing ICU chaos and nationwide
spread.

Let’s learn and plan from the
dearth of sanitiser and masks and
the state of hospitals, hospital staff
and testing clinics. But no, again
we learn nothing from overseas
and our own mistakes.

Then Omicron rears its head in
Africa and it’s contagion level
causes severe alarm. So what does
N.S.W. do to help? Eliminates
mask wearing and other restric-
tions. And the ACT which had
very stringent restrictions elimi-

nates as well much to the conster-
nation of their citizens.

Omicron is probably going to
get us all but what was Perrottet’s
reasoning? Was it productivity
from a bean counter, that we have
“learn to live with Covid” or a new
Premier trying to make his mark.
Suddenly it’s  Omicron is not as
severe so people will just be sick at
home and not inundating our hos-
pitals in what was described as a
very good health care system in
NSW. Did the Premier not con-
sider the possibility that with the
virulence of Omicron people may
not get as sick there would be so
many people sick and in hospitals
that productivity would take a
dive. And it has and now there is
even rationing of some food
procucts.

Rapid Antigen Tests to replace
overstressed PCR testing? With
RATS lower efficacy it is still a
good idea it seems that despite
months and months of warnings
we will have an ample supply “in
some weeks”. 

Perrotet now admits the NSW
system and its staff has a problem,
Morrison will not make RATS free
to all (maybe because of his and
Frydenburg’s  excessive largess in
the first year) and every decision
seems to be ad hoc and based not
on previous knowledge but putting
another finger in the dyke.

The continuous spruik of Omi-
cron not being as severe and the
continuous change of rules does
not help us either. We have to learn
how to live from Covid not how to
live with Covid. Learn from the
mistakes, not how to make new
ones.

Ian Watson
Braidwood

LODGE OF TRUTH BRAIDWOOD NO. 26
UNITED GRAND LODGE OF NEW SOUTH WALES
AND THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY.

Ever thought of becoming a Freemason?
Freemasonry is made up of men from all walks
of life, serving their community while engaged
self-improvement, building friendships and

seeking excellence in all pursuits 

Lodge of Truth, Braidwood has been in our
community for over 160 years and we invite you

to become a member of Braidwood’s
longest serving fraternity.

If this interests you, please call Phil Shoemark on
0427 422046 for more information about

membership.

Bryce Wilson



Just before the festive season,
there was a joke going around
Facebook: 
Q: What do you want for Christ-

mas?
A: A book.
Q: Don’t you want something

that’s fun? 
A: Okay. Two books.

No, I didn’t write that! But I re-
member my late unlamented ex-
husband complaining, that no
matter what gift he gave me, he
knew I’d prefer a book. When I
asked the obvious question, he
replied that it was no fun. 

It’s the old, old question: do you
give someone, something you want
yourself, or something you know
they want? This is more complex
if the something is a book. Is it one
you hope to borrow, or do you
even, sneakily, and so as not to
crack the spine, read it first!? 

That brings me to holiday
reading.

This can be either the new books
you’ve been given, or the old
books you choose to reread.

By now you’re probably assum-
ing I have chosen to reread. This
has certain advantages, especially
in times of lockdown. If you can’t
travel, you can revisit your
favourite places or choose some
new ones. If you can’t see your
friends, some of them will be
found between pages. 

In my article on banned books, I
mentioned two favourites, Lady
Chatterley’s Lover and Lolita. I
still read them.

I had soon moved from caring
about the vocabulary— all words
had equal potential— or what was

said, to how it was said. Lolita was
about language, and it’s the ulti-
mate road trip book. You meet
America. Every writer has to try
for something new, and Nabokov
succeeded. 

As for Lady Chatterley’s Lover,
my big discovery was that the for-
est they were roaming around in
was Sherwood Forest — and I was
a Robin Hood fan! So many times
I had sat with him under the green-
wood tree. 

I stunned my sixth grade teacher
by knowing that Robin (we were
on first-name terms) fletched his
arrows with grey goose feathers …
it was an old, old love. Just the
place to revisit in a pandemic. 

“The past is a foreign country,”
said LP Hartley in The Go-Be-
tween, “they do things differently
there.” So I revisit my past if I need
a break. 

Another of my great loves was
English boarding-school stories. I
soon realised I’d really hate that
life for myself — you rarely heard
of girls sitting around and reading.
I already knew I was hopeless at
sport. So to me, this was really ‘a
foreign country.’ They did indeed
‘do things differently’ there. 

Those midnight feasts, eating
things out of tins, which weren’t at
all exotic here in Australia, like
pineapple, sardines and condensed
milk, and of course ‘the lashings of
ginger beer.’ This is attributed to
Enid Blyton but I believe she never
actually said, or wrote it. But I
loved the Malory Towers books,
six of them, set in a castle-like
school on a Cornish cliff-top. 

And so, it seems, did many oth-
ers. A second series was written,

and now there’s a television show.
No, I haven’t watched it; I don’t
want to be disillusioned! 

I did get a book for Christmas in
those good old days, as my father
took me to the newsagent to
choose one. That was as close as
we got to a bookshop in forties’
Lindfield. I still remember the
thrill of it. A whole shelf! 

One has to be careful now with
children’s books. Are they, really?
Dr Seuss is now under suspicion,
with many of his books withdrawn
because of racist undertones. Pres-
ident Biden omitted Seuss from
Read Across America Day. 

I wonder if Enid Blyton is there?
There were once suspicions about
Noddy and Big-Ears ….

Bad news, too, for anyone who
loved, and wept over, Bambi. This
Felix Salten classic was banned
and then burned by the Nazis as
Jewish propaganda, being a com-
mentary on how Fascism was tar-
geting minority groups as early as
1923. 

Disney sure cleaned that one up! 
As Auden said, “There are good

books that are only for adults.
There are no good books that are
only for children.” 

Rupert got a book for Christmas.

His middle daughter gave him
Dick Smith’s latest, My Adventur-
ous Life. Carolyn, knowing her fa-
ther is losing his sight to macular
degeneration, marked some chap-
ters for me to read to him. Reading
aloud is another lovely way of re-
visiting one’s past in books. 

Dick, Rupert and I share a past,
as we went to the same primary
school, if not quite at the same
time. Bronwyn Bishop went there
too, for what it’s worth. She lived
right behind Dick, in the Roseville
of those days.

I did get one book for Christmas,
from a Canberra feminist literary
friend. It’s Bruce Postle’s Women
of Australia, outstanding images
celebrating 50 years of toil and tri-
umph.

Yes, someone knows me well.
And now I know why Paul and
Anitta Keating split up. She was
fluent in five languages, so she
must have been the only person he
couldn’t out-talk. 

If you didn’t get a book for hol-
iday reading, and none of these ap-
peal, turn up on one or all of the ten
days of the Braidwood Book Fair.
They say there’s a HUGE variety
of books. I believe it. I donated
several boxes.
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BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

Under the
greenwood
tree…
with lashings of
ginger beer … 

HOLIDAY
READING

DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334



Minister for Regional Transport
and Roads Sam Farraway today
joined Nationals candidate for
Monaro Nichole Overall to mark
the commencement of works for
the $10 million upgrade of Cap-
tains Flat Road.

Mrs Overall said the much-
needed upgrade is another example
of the NSW Nationals delivering
on commitments for regional com-
munities and would ensure a safer
journey for motorists and other
road users travelling along the
busy route.

“More than 2000 vehicles travel
along Captains Flat Road every
day and right now we know the
road is just not up to scratch for
motorists,” Mrs Overall said.

“The NSW Nationals in Govern-
ment committed to deliver $10
million for the upgrade of this crit-
ical road and today an important
milestone has been reached with
works commencing. “

“It is great to have the Minister
here to show him exactly what we
are achieving for the people of

Monaro and thanks to this upgrade
residents and families will soon
have a smoother and safer journey
to and from Captains Flat.”

Minister for Regional Transport
and Roads Sam Farraway said that
it was great to see work begin on
the road with drainage and shoul-
der widening work to be delivered
during the first stage of the project.

“There is a total of 21.5 kilome-
tres of upgrades from the intersec-
tion of Briars Sharrow Road to
Captains Flat which will be reha-
bilitated,” Mr Farraway said.

“Initial works which start today
will include 18.2 kilometres of
road upgrades with improved
drainage, widening and stabilisa-
tion works.

“Captains Flat Road is a priority
for the Nationals and it is great to
see Nichole Overall continuing to
deliver on the commitment made
by John Barilaro in 2019.”

The project will include realign-
ing sections of road along with sig-
nificant reconstruction and
strengthening works. The project is
expected to be complete in 2023.

Motorists travelling between
Canberra and the South Coast on
the Kings Highway could face de-
lays from this week.

Slope remediation work, as part
of the second stage of National
Disaster Recovery on the Kings
Highway at Clyde Mountain,
recommenced on Monday 10 Jan-
uary 2022, after ceasing temporar-
ily in mid-December due to wet
weather and machine repairs.

The work at one location is now
expected to be complete by early
February 2022, weather permit-
ting.

Further slope remediation will
be carried out at other locations
and the community will be notified
prior to work commencing.

Work will be carried out at night
from 7 pm to 5 am, Monday to
Thursday, under a single lane clo-
sure.

Planned traffic changes will in-
clude lane closures, intermittent
stop/slow traffic conditions, and
delays of up to 20 minutes.

For the latest traffic updates,
download the Live Traffic NSW
app, visit  livetraffic.com  or call
132 701.
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!!! Calling all book worms !!!
The ever-popular Braidwood BOOK FAIR will be larger
than ever with local community groups participating. 

It will held over 10 days in January 2022: 
Friday 21 to Sunday 30. Open daily: 9am to 4pm. 

National Theatre, Wallace St, Braidwood 
(At the pedestrian crossing). 

COVID-safe rules and regulations will be in place.
HUGE variety of books plus DVDs CDs, records and

magazines — lots of treasures to be found.
Donations are welcome and may be left at the
National Theatre after 9am Weds 19th January

or earlier by arrangement.
What you have finished with could be

someone else’s treasure!
Contact: 0418291141

This is a Braidwood Community event organised by the
Anglican Parish of Braidwood.

Nationals candidate for Monaro Nichole Overall with NSW Minister for 
Regional Transport and Roads Sam Farraway.

Work begins on
Captains Flat Road
Transport for NSW press release

Stop and start on Clyde
Mountain again
Karyn Starmer writes in the Riotact



When my family and I tested pos-
itive for Covid-19 – I spent a lot
of time asking questions and
searching online to find out what
was next.

The rules and requirements are
constantly changing, this means it
can be hard to know what you need
to do and what you can expect. 

I’ve also received a lot of ques-
tions from people in our commu-
nity who are concerned and want
to make sure they are doing the
right thing. 

In response to this – I’ve pulled
together some FAQs – hopefully
this helps. 

Where can I get tested for
Codid-19?

I know it is near impossible to
find a Rapid Antigen Test and our
testing clinics are still under enor-
mous pressure. My colleagues and
I are continuing to advocate for
more RATs and for these tests to
be free for everyone. 

The easiest way to find your
local PCR testing clinic is through
the NSW Government website
here: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-
19/stay-safe/testing/clinics

Unfortunately, I don’t have any
tips to finding a RAT but if you do
find one and you test positive, the
NSW Government no longer re-
quires you to conduct a follow up
PCR test. 

I have tested positive for
COVID-19 or I am a household
contact of someone who has -
how long do I need to isolate? 

According to the NSW Govern-
ment, you must self-isolate at
home for 7 days from the date you
got tested. You can leave self-iso-
lation 7 days after testing positive
provided that you are asympto-
matic. If you have any symptoms
you must wait until 24 hours since
you were last symptomatic to leave
isolation.

You also need to inform your so-
cial contacts and your workplace
manager that you have tested pos-
itive. 

If you develop severe symptoms
(particularly severe dizziness,
drowsy or confused, suffering

shortness of breath, chest pressure
or pain lasting more than 10 min-
utes, unable to stand) you should
call Triple Zero (000) straight
away and tell the ambulance staff
that you have been diagnosed with
COVID-19.

If you need other clinical sup-
port or have non-urgent health re-
lated questions during isolation,
you can call the NSW Health
COVID-19 Care at Home Support
Line on 1800 960 933.

I have lost work due to needing
to isolate, what support am I el-
igible for? 

You may be eligible for the
COVID-19 Pandemic Leave Dis-
aster Payment. This is a $750 pay-
ment through Services Australia. 

Eligibility can be complex so
please check if you are eligible
here:  

When am I eligible for my
booster? 

If you are over 18 years of age
and received your second dose of
a COVID-19 vaccination 4 months
ago you are now eligible for your
booster. 

How can I book my booster?
The best way to book your next

vaccine appointment is to use the
Australian Department of health
website here:  

You may also be able to contact
your GP or local pharmacy directly
to book an appointment or ask to

be put on a cancellation list. 
I’ve heard that sometimes there

are free appointments at the end of
the day because of cancellations so
if you’re flexible this could be a
good way to get your booster
sooner. 

Is my booster dose needed to
still be considered fully vacci-
nated? 

At the moment, for the general
public only 2 doses are required to
be considered fully vaccinated
under the current public health or-
ders, but national cabinet has sig-
naled this may change. 

In NSW, professions that previ-
ously required 2 doses of the vac-
cine to return to work will now
require you to receive your booster
once you are eligible. These in-
clude teachers and other school-
based staff, aged care workers,
disability care workers, health care
workers, airport workers and some
others.

What is the difference between
your booster and your third
dose?

A third dose is recommended for
people who are severely immuno-
compromised due to certain treat-
ments or conditions to achieve
similar levels of protection 2 those
who received 2 doses.

A booster is an extra dose of the
vaccine currently provided 4
months after your second vaccina-
tion for the remaining population.
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YET MORE COVID STUFF

What I learnt after
catching Covid-19
Kristy McBain, member for Eden-Monaro



Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
and Regulations

 Documents required to be advertised under NSW 
planning legislation can be viewed by accessing  
bit.ly/DPnotices

Australia Day Ceremonies 26 January
Captains Flat Community Hall | 10-11am  
Awards ceremony and light refreshments.
Bungendore Council Chambers | 10.30am-12.30pm  
Awards ceremony, entertainment and light 
refreshments.
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club | 12-1pm  
Awards ceremony and light refreshments.
Queanbeyan Park | 5-8pm  
Awards and citizenship ceremony from 5pm. Live 
music between 6.30-8pm. Fireworks from 8pm.

First Council Meeting for 2022 
The first meeting of the new council will be an 
Extraordinary Meeting on Wednesday 12 January. At 
this meeting the councillors will elect a new Mayor, 
Deputy Mayor and revise the meeting schedule for 
2022.
Other items on the first agenda include: 

 Australia Day Arrangements
 Delegations to the Mayor and Deputy Mayor
 Code of Conduct and Meeting Practice

The new councillors for 2022, as announced on 22 
December 2021, are:

 Katrina WILLIS 
 Kenrick WINCHESTER
 Louise BURTON
 Bryce WILSON 
 Esma LIVERMORE
 Jacqueline TERNOUTH 
 Mareeta GRUNDY 
 Steve TASKOVSKI 
 Edwina WEBSTER 
 Michele BISCOTTI 
 John PRESTON

Council Meetings and Times
Council will be confirming the schedule for meetings 
at the upcoming Extraordinary Meeting.  Agendas and 
business papers for the meetings are available on the 
Friday prior to the meeting from bit.ly/MinutesAgendas. 
Both meetings are live streamed via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast. 

Due to COVID-19, attendance in person is not currently 
available. However, members of the public can watch 
the meetings via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast and make a 
presentation during the public forum via Zoom or by 
submitting a written presentation.

For those wanting to make a presentation on an Agenda 
item, you can make a: 

 Written presentation - submit by midday on Tuesday
 Zoom presentation - register by midday on 

Wednesday

 Register to make a presentation at  
bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting date is:
 12 January - Extraordinary Council Meeting

Written Questions on Notice
Questions on notice from the community must be 
submitted in writing or via email to  
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the 
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and 
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum, provided 
to the person who asked the questions and published on 
our website.

Family Day Care Educators wanted
Our Family Day Care team are looking for more 
educators to join our network across QPRC. 
If you are passionate about working with children this 
could be perfect for you.

 For more information visit bit.ly/QPRC-FDC email 
info.fdc@qprc.nsw.gov.au  
or phone  
02 6285 6253

Have Your Say 

Projects & initiatives open for community 
comment

Closing Date 
(2022)

QPRC Financial Statements 2020-21 2 February

New Bungendore Pool 4 February

Renew 2620 Ongoing

Monaro Street Upgrade Ongoing

 Find all the details on Council’s engagement hub at  
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au 

Submissions can be made:
 By registering and commenting via  

yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au
 By email to council@qprc.nsw.gov.au 
 By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
 Delivered in person to Queanbeyan, Bungendore or 

Braidwood offices

Peter Tegart - CEO  
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

1300 735 025  
council@qprc.nsw.gov.au
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang

10 — Thursday, January 13, 2022 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES



An exciting milestone was
reached in the redevelopment of
the Braidwood Museum site this
month with the appointment of
BTB Architecture Studio as prin-
cipal design consultants for the
project.

BTB was selected because of
their extensive experience with
museum and exhibition projects
and their innovative approach to
working on heritage-sensitive de-
velopments. During their recent
site visit they were introduced to
Braidwood’s heritage, the signifi-
cance of the museum collection
and the museum site. 

The Historical Society commit-
tee is confident BTB will be a good
fit for the adventurous project.
“Importantly, we felt they will
work collaboratively with us to de-
liver our vision for the museum
precinct,” said Historical Society
President Peter Smith.

Last year, the Braidwood Histor-
ical Society was successful in se-
curing funding for the major
redevelopment of the museum.
The Federal and NSW govern-
ments allocated $2.5 million to-
wards the project because of its
potential to provide an economic
stimulus for tourism in the town
and region as well as creating jobs
in construction and the ongoing
management of the enterprise. 

As the museum’s collection and
archives are of national signifi-

cance, the Society’s Committee
was keen to ensure the long-term
future of the museum. “We wanted
to find a way to employ experts to
care for and showcase our very
special assets, explained the mu-
seum’s manager John Stahel. “The
plan is to leverage the untapped
potential of the building and land.
We are building accommodation,
office spaces, studios, workshops
and a blacksmiths shop. There will
be a cafe, a retail shop and im-
proved access to the entire site. We
hope to give life to the precinct.
The profits generated will fund the
management and improvements to
the museum, exhibitions and assist
the protection of heritage.”

With paid professional staff the
museum will be open every day
with volunteers remaining an
important and necessary part

of the operation. 
“We are genuinely enthused and

inspired by the opportunity to be
involved with the design and deliv-
ery of this innovative, community-
driven cultural project,” said the
project team’s lead architect, Brent
Trousdale. “We are excited by the
prospect of applying our experi-
ence in designing small, regional
museums and galleries, to build a
living exhibition and craft environ-
ment that sits well within the ex-
traordinary heritage context that is
the town of Braidwood. 

“We were excited to learn of the

long-standing, community-wide
interest and hands-on approach to
preserving and celebrating the her-
itage of the place. The Braidwood
Historical Society is proposing a
facility that diversifies the ideas of
heritage preservation and celebra-
tion, to include the arts and crafts
of ‘making’ and a chance for visi-
tors to stay amongst it all,” Mr
Trousdale said. “Our brief asks us

to reimagine and extend the idea of
‘exhibition’ beyond that of a con-
ventional museum. We welcome
the chance to work with the Soci-
ety, and the wider community, to
design a precinct that responds ap-
propriately to the existing fabric of
the town, while providing contem-
porary, inspiring spaces and expe-
riences that facilitate education,
exploration and creation.”

“This project will give our mu-
seum a sustainable future, said Mr
Smith. “The accommodation will
generate a substantial income and
the workshops and studios will
allow people to develop niche cre-
ative businesses, increasing eco-
nomic diversity and resilience in
the region.” 

Final designs should be com-
pleted by April next year with con-
struction due to start by July.  

The project is expected to finish
by May 2023 and will commence
operating by June 

“The precinct will be an exciting
and desirable place to work and
visit, Mr Stahel added. “The rede-
velopment will be a community
asset. It’s for the town, our villages
and our region.”
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Architect appointed
to heritage project
Braidwood Historical Society press release

John Stahel, [second from left] and Peter Smith [right] with Brent Trousdale, Paul Berkmeier and Jason Border from BTB
Architecture Studio.



NSW will issue $1,000 fines for
those who fail to report positive
rapid antigen tests, Premier Do-
minic Perrottet has announced.

The NSW government has intro-
duced new restrictions as the state
prepares to face peak Omicron
case numbers.

The Liberal government will
dole out $1,000 fines for residents
who fail to report positive rapid
antigen test (RAT) results on the
Service NSW app, premier Do-
minic Perrottet announced at a
press conference on Wednesday
morning.

However the premier did not un-
veil the raft of new COVID-19
support measures he indicated the
state was considering amid pres-
sure from industry bodies who
have criticised the lack of govern-
ment action amid ‘unofficial lock-
down’ conditions. 

Perrottet had said he was consid-
ering a slew of new economic sup-
port measures to help ease the
pressures triggered by the Omicron
surge, as thousands of residents re-

NSW will issue $1,000 fines for
those who don’t log positive re-
sults, with enforcement of the fine
to come into effect from January
19. 

Asked about the critical barriers
to accessing RAT tests, including
astronomical prices and low stock,
Perrottet said the state would con-
tinue to offer PCR testing clinics
for those who are not able to find
or afford at-home tests. 

“I do believe we need to con-
tinue PCR testing forward,” Per-
rottet said. He also said the state
was considering a voucher system
to supply tests to vulnerable com-
munities.

On Tuesday night the federal
government held an emergency
meeting with industry groups to
address the worker shortages

caused by the Omicron surge that
has cut around 40% of the super-
market workforce in several
states. 

Sally McManus, secretary of the
Australian Council of Trade
Unions (ACTU) sent a letter to the
Prime Minister on Tuesday de-
manding an emergency meeting
with union leaders representing es-
sential workers to address the es-
calating national crisis around the
Omicron variant

The shortages have resulted in
empty supermarket shelves across
NSW and Victoria caused by sup-
ply chain issues leading from the
depleted workforce. 

Distributors have said COVID-
19 rapid antigen tests could remain
in short supply until the end of
March.
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$1000 fine for failing to
report a positive test
Bianca Healey, Business Insider Australia

main in quarantine across the state,
including allowing NSW residents
to pay for a certain number of
RATs with a “Dine & Discover-
style voucher”, according to the
Daily Telegraph. 

The NSW government on
Wednesday launched a registration
system via the Service NSW app
for people in the state to report
their rapid antigen tests to the state
government. 

NSW recorded 34,759 new
Covid cases and 21 deaths
overnight [Jan 12]. RATs are not
currently included as part of daily
case numbers in NSW.

“We are trying to create a com-
prehensive environment to not
only register results but ensure we
can provide additional care,” Vic-
tor Dominello, NSW Minister for
Customer Service and Digital
Government, told reporters at the
press conference. 

While the state will require peo-
ple to begin registering any rapid
antigen tests that have resulted in a
positive result since January 1,

Indigenous groups say Santos did
not properly inform traditional
owners about a proposed expan-
sion of fracking at Tanumbirini
Station in the NT.

Santos has been accused of fail-
ing Indigenous groups and treating
one of the country’s biggest land-
holders with a “cavalier attitude”
as it faces court action over a pro-
posed expansion of its fracking
operations in the Beetaloo Basin.

Fracking in the Beetaloo Basin
is being accelerated as part of the
Morrison government’s gas-led
recovery plan, and several compa-
nies, including gas giant Santos,
are currently seeking to exploit the
area’s natural resources.

But Santos has met well-re-
sourced opposition in the Northern
Territory supreme court from
Rallen Australia, a company
linked to the wealthy Ravazzotti

and Langenhoven families, which
owns huge swathes of land in the
area through pastoral leases.

The company has accused San-
tos of failing to meet strict obliga-
tions to disclose the proposed
drilling of two additional horizon-
tal wells on its land at Tanumbirini
Station, near Daly Waters, in
2020, an expansion not allowed
for under its existing environmen-
tal management plan.

The court heard the company
initially tried to convince the NT’s
environment department it did not
need to revise its environmental
management plan to account for
the two new wells.

But the department disagreed,
saying the new wells posed a “sig-
nificant” and new environmental
risk. It told the gas giant to lodge
an amended environmental plan,
which it did.

Santos was ‘cavalier’ over Beetaloo
Basin fracking expansion, court told
Christopher Knaus, The Guardian

Despite having been told of the
added risk, Santos allegedly did
not tell Rallen, despite what Rallen
says was a legal obligation to do
so.

Santos responded by saying
Rallen, a well-resourced and so-
phisticated company, could rea-
sonably have been assumed to
have known about the revised plan.

That drew a sharp response from
Justice Judith Kelly, who said:
“But how on Earth is anybody sup-
posed to comply with a require-
ment to give a stakeholder
information about the regulated ac-
tivity that the interest holder pro-
poses to carry out, the locations
where it’s – this is very specific –
where it’s proposed to carry out the
activity; and, importantly, the an-
ticipated environmental impacts
and environmental risks of the ac-
tivity, and the proposed environ-
mental outcomes in relation to the
activity, and the possible conse-
quences of that activity, if you
don’t tell them?”

Outside court, the Nurrdalinji
Native Title Aboriginal Corpora-

tion also accused Santos of not
properly informing traditional
owners about the expansion.

Johnny Wilson, the group’s
chair, said Santos was stopping tra-
ditional owners from “knowing the
true story what is happening on
country”.

“It’s not just the pastoralists that
Santos is failing to properly con-
sult with, it’s also our people,”
Wilson said.

“Fracking wells risk the water
systems that connect our country
and people together. Our songlines
go through these waters. We have
a heavy heart thinking about what
will happen if things go wrong
when Santos does its mining.”

Nurrdalinji is a recently formed
group and says it includes tradi-
tional owners from Tanumbirini.

The Northern Land Council is
the relevant statutory authority
under the Native Title Act empow-
ered to speak on behalf of tradi-
tional owners.

Santos said it could not com-
ment while court proceedings were
ongoing.

NSW Premier Dominic Perrottet.



NSW Farmers and Business NSW
call for calm amid COVID-19 en-
forced labour and supply short-
ages. 

Two of the state’s leading bodies
have called for calm amidst con-
cerns of labour and supply short-
ages caused by the ongoing
COVID-19 surge.

NSW Farmers and Business
NSW have weighed in on the situ-
ation which has caused supermar-
ket shelves across the state to stand
empty due to supply chain short-
ages.

The shortages, caused by staff at
distribution and customer-facing
levels having to miss work due to
either having COVID-19 or being
a close contact, is causing angst
among consumers.

However, NSW Farmers presi-
dent James Jackson called for
calm, saying there was plenty of
produce available.

“Our growers are sending plenty
of produce down to the Sydney
Markets, and we're working on
making sure farm businesses can
continue to harvest these crops,”
Mr Jackson said.

“Sadly, we've seen some compa-
nies and individuals use the
scarcity of tests and images of
empty shelves as an opportunity to
lift their prices, so we would ask
the ACCC to keep a close eye on
retailers to make sure they don’t
bump up prices above any move-
ments in the farm gate price of
fresh fruit and vegetables.”

The Guyra-based sheep grazier
said the availability of rapid anti-
gen tests (RAT) would be key in
helping overcome labour short-
ages.

“The big challenge for the agri-
cultural sector now is sick workers
and a lack of access to RATs,
which are combining to create
these broader supply chain issues
you hear about,” he said.

“We've seen some positive an-
nouncements, but the fact remains
that the fresh food we enjoy is
grown on Australian farms, and if
our farmers can't get it out of their
fields it won't make it to supermar-
ket shelves.

“What’s needed most is expe-
dited supply of tests for farmers so

they can keep the food flowing to
Aussie families. 

“We need the agriculture sector
- including harvest workers and
those in the meat processing sec-
tors, as well as those in transport
and handling - to get prioritised ac-
cess to (RAT) in the latest out-
break, lest we return to the scenes
of early 2020 when customers
were stockpiling food items.”

Business NSW regional man-
ager Joe Townsend echoed Mr
Jackson’s calls, saying while the
sector wasn’t “seeking a free hand-
out”, but government “support to
keep the doors open for the first
three months of 2022” was needed.

“Business NSW has been work-
ing closely with government on
measures that can provide some
swift and short-term support for
businesses, at a time when they
need it most,” Mr Townsend said.

“These relief packages proposed
include; allowing all close contact
employees to return to the work-
place on the presentation of a neg-
ative RAT, reducing the need for
mandated periods of isolation, an
extension of the SME Summer
Stock Guarantee to allow impacted
businesses to apply to the guaran-
tee if their business has been
closed due to a case on their prem-
ises leading to majority staff stand-
down for more than three days and
to abide by close contact instruc-
tions from NSW Health.

[“As well as] an extension of the
commercial rent relief for commer-
cial tenants who have and likely
will have closed or ceased trading
between December 15 and January
14 due to current COVID trade im-
pacts and reinstatement of the
Hardship Review Panel to assess
business impacts into 2022.”
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NSW Farmers and 
Business NSW call for calm
NSW Farmers press release

Your call is important to us.
Please stay on the line until it is
no longer important to you ...
No Telstra reception. So I call them from the
landline ...

(I’m wondering if they are just messing with my
head!)

Telstra message [repeatedly, for 97 minutes] tells
me to go to the app before finally answering:

me: there is no reception here — can you advise
when it will be restored? I’m working fom home
and it’s rather urgent.
Telstra: you can check on the app. I will text you
the link.
me: I can’t access the app ... there’s no reception
Telstra: if you want to just report it I can text you
a link.
me: no, that won’t work ... there’s no reception
Telstra: you can report it online as well.
me: I am using a Telstra wireless modem.
Telstra: have you checked the modem itself is
working?
me: Yes.
Telstra: Have you checked other devices?
me: YES. I. DON’T. HAVE. RECEPTION!
Telstra: Ok. There doesn’t seem to be a problem at
your address.
me: well there is because [deep breath] I don’t have
reception.
Telstra: I will look a little deeper.
me: good idea.
Telstra: There doesn’t seem to be any 4G signal in
your location
me: that would be because we don’t have reception
Telstra: I will check
me: [through gritted teeth] that would be good.
thankyou.
Telstra: You get 4G there?
me: yes, except for today. Today I seem to have
0G.
Telstra: We only offer 3G or 4G there.
me: sorry. I was being facetious. I didn’t really
mean we have 0G. I was just noting that I had no
reception.

[loooooong wait, then:]

Telstra: You have an outage there.
me: yes we do.
Telstra: It’s affecting your whole area.
me: i know
Telstra: They are fixing it.
me: any idea when it will be fixed? If it is affecting
the whole area there will be businesses that can’t
trade. They can’t afford to have this happen.
Telstra: I’ll check.

[loooooong wait, then:]

Telstra: Both towers are out. you won’t get
reception.
me: i gather that.
Telstra: I don’t have an ETA to fix sorry.
me: ok. thanks anyway. 

insert scream here!

Posted by a Mongarlowe local on Facebook 12/1/22
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• Dig Onions and Garlic and store
in a dry position indoors

• Prune berry bushes when fruiting
is finished.

Montbretia
Crocosmia (Montbretia)

• A native of South Africa.
• A genus of cormous perennials.
• Grows from 60cm to 1.2 m

(largest variety)
• Leaves are lance shaped, pleated

or ribbed.
• Flowers are in spikes followed by

attractive seed capsules.
• Flowers come in red, yellow or

orange.
• Prefers sun in  well drained soil.
• Very good cut flower and a low

allergen plant.
• Propagate form division in spring

or seed in autumn.
• Divide clumps when they become

too dense.W
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299

GARDEN CLUB Kate Chinnick
What to do in the garden
for January
• Lift spring flowering bulbs when

leaves die off
• Tie Dahlias and pinch out central

growth to thicken plant
• Summer prune roses for autumn

display
• Remove oldest canes on once

flowering roses to encourage
new growth

• This humid weather promoted
black spot – spray if necessary

• Use Confidor for thrips on Roses
and Gladiolus

• Seeds can be sown now of many
annuals

• Nip out centres of Chrysanthe-
mums to promote lateral leaders

• Prepare veg. garden for winter
Brassicas

• Apply liquid fertilizer fortnightly
to vegetables

• Mulch Corn and Tomatoes
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Artplan Graphics, publisher of Braidwood’s Changing Times can photocopy, scan and print
for you. Our services include:

4 scanning and retouching
4 black and white photocopying up to A3
4 collating books, stapling and trimming
4 inkjet colour prints up to 420 wide by any length
4 plain paper colour prints up to A0 size
4 architect’s plans and perspectives up to A0 size
4 editing, writing, layout design and publishing.

0417 459 775  paul@artplan.com.au

Anglican Parish of Braidwood
As each of us enter another new year there
will no doubt be hopes and aspirations for a
transformation in the uncertain times in which
we currently live. 

I can’t imagine anyone in Australia, or in-
deed the rest of the world, that wouldn’t want
to see an end to the World Wide Covid pan-
demic. Daily reporting in the media creates its
own level of alarm and mental challenge as we
are bombarded with the explosion in case num-

bers, hospitalizations and an ever mounting fa-
tality toll. 

Scientists remind us that they are constantly
working and experimenting with drugs and
vaccines to mitigate against the ravages of the
mutant strains of this disease/virus. What we all
seek is transformation from disease and illness
to health, certainty and vitality with freedoms
rather than restrictions. So often we are told that
we will just have to live with this debilitating
virus through a rigorous course of vaccination
and inoculation. 

Perhaps we should be asking a more perti-
nent question, like; Is this a purely physical
condition or are there factors that point to a
spiritual vacuum that needs to be filled by
transformation of the heart, mind and soul?

Let’s not forget that Jesus predated technol-
ogy and scientific experimentation by around
2000 years and brought transformation of an
abiding and enduring quality. Jesus came to a
broken and divided world where devotion and
religious piety had been virtually deposited in
the reject shop. Legalism and ritualism needed
a divine injection of remediation and transfor-
mation. In John’s Gospel and chapter 2 we see
an account of the first miracle performed at a
wedding in Cana of Galilee where Jesus turned
the water into wine to meet an attendant need
of the day. 

The simplistic and superficial approach to
this passage would be to conclude that it would
have been a nice wedding to be a guest at with
an abundance of liquid amber. There are deeper
truths in this passage than simply an account of
a chaotic and haphazard wedding reception.
Verse 11 points to Jesus and the future where
real truth is to be found.

The miracle at Cana was merely the first of
many indicators that Jesus was both Lord and
Messiah. This was a moment when Heaven is
opened and the transforming power of Jesus’
love bursts into the present world. The whole
point of the ‘signs’ and this one in particular is
that they are moments when heaven and earth
intersect with each other. The more we get to
know about Jesus the more we realize that this
sort of miracle was in no way beyond his capa-
bilities or capacity to perform. This miraculous
event at Cana is but the first instalment of many
other miracles performed by Jesus in all the

Braidwood Uniting Church
This Braidwood picture above reminded me
of an old hymn: 
“I come to the garden alone,
while the dew is still on the roses; 

and the voice I hear, falling on my ear, 
the Son of God discloses.

And He walks with me, 
and He talks with me, 
and He tells me I am His own…”

The hymn points out that the fundamental
way to answer the question, “Who am I?” is to
spend time in that sacred space that helps us
know we are relished by God. I hope you know
today that God takes great delight in you
(Zephaniah 3:17).

Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher, and the
congregation of Braidwood Uniting Church.
Sundays: Worship 10am, Radio Church 6pm
on 88.9fm. Weekly Garage Sale on Wednes-
day, 9-3. Cnr Duncan and Monkittee Streets,
Braidwood.

gospel records. There were a diverse range of
miracles to alleviate longstanding distress and
hardship. The gospels record that there were in-
cidental moments when Jesus responded to is-
sues of health and welfare by providing food,
clothing or healing. Jesus the ‘transformer’
came to bring transformation to an embittered
and troubled world where hope was renewed
and despair was excised.

May God in Christ bless you all in this fal-
tering start to a new year.

Rev. Rick Lewis
– Braidwood Anglican Church.

Here come the 2022 concerts
After such a long hiatus, we are
bursting to present some wonderful
music by brilliant musicians here in
Braidwood at St Andrews Anglican
Church.
Chisel these dates into your icals/
diaries.
More information about the
programmes, times, COVID manage -
ment and online ticket sales etc to
follow nearer the event dates.
MARCH
Saturday 12   ‘Out of this World’
contemporary jazz: Mike Nock +
Hamish Stuart + Julien Wilson +
Jonathan Zwartz
Saturday 26   ‘Ave Regina’
Luminescence Chamber Singers
APRIL
Sunday 3     ‘Tchaikovsky's String
Quartet No.1’ Canberra Strings.
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STAR TIMES
Wotsthatinyourpanzer
Here we go again. Fifteen years
ago we helped out our American
buddies by taking seventy five
second-hand tanks off their post
Gulf War books. That tank was
the Abrams M1A1 which fires a
controversial ‘depleted uranium’
explosive projectile. We haven’t
actually fired at anything much
in the last fifteen years, so of
course it’s time to buy some
newer ones. Cough up a modest
$3.5 billion and we can have
120 of the newer Abrams M1A2
SEPv3 weighing in at a not-so-
svelte 70 tonnes each. Even the
old tanks are too heavy for many
of our bridges and a pain to
move around on trucks. But then
again, with 34,000 kilometres of
coastline to defend, that’s 283
km per tank, so who’d know
where to put them anyway. The
top of the range model can be re-
motely controlled, presumably
from the safety of a bunker while
watching the invasion unfold on
a video headset.

Ipsofactoergogonadir
So here’s how the argument in
favour of never-ending coal min-
ing goes: “We’re a clever mob
and we realise that burning coal
is heating the atmosphere and
wrecking the climate. But if we
don’t mine it, other countries
will take our markets because no
one in their country is clever
enough to care about the envi-
ronment.”

Yourjobisimportanttous
Who’d a thought it? It’s not the
highly paid managers and con-
sultants who grease the plates of
long lunches who keep our soci-
ety ticking over. It’s not the peo-
ple who spend all their time in
meetings at all. Nup. It’s the
truck driver who restocks the su-
permarket; it’s the nurse who
look after our nans, and more re-
cently and suddenly, us too; it’s
the farm worker who harvests
the food. Be nice to the people
who work in service industries,
especially if they must remain
masked all through their shift.
It’s not fun like a lunch meeting.

Marscarsbizarretsars
Mars is the new frontier for ro-
bots it seems. Too many rules,
regulation [and people] here on
Earth for unfettered robotics.
The plan is to find a really inhos-
pitable desert somewhere and
use it as a testing ground for the
Mars mechanised constructor
fleet. By the time the new
[wealthy] settlers arrive the au-
tomated room service will be
sorted. Don’t ask Elon why you’d
need to go to Mars if you could
tame a terrestrial desert. That’s
just the small scale human think-
ing he’s out to avoid.

TOUGH
TIMES
TEST

US ALL

2022 season hits off
Golf Club news
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first cut of rough was not mowed
through the week making it harder
to find balls just off the fairway -
meaning you were more likely to
lose a ball where you wouldn’t
normally. However, this is not an
excuse to alter the rules, nor is it an
excuse for slow play.

Just a note to remind people to
stand behind their playing partners
at the tee as one of our players was
hit on the 1st. Just a bad bruise sus-
tained.

Coming Events 
January Monday 10: ACT Vets

(9am Hit Off) 
January Saturday 15: Committee

Meeting 10.30am 
Par Bisque- Lamington Park

Trophy 
January Saturday 22: Men’s Sin-

gle Stableford- Andrew Clark Tro-
phy 

Women’s Single Stableford –
Dojo Bread Trophy Round 1 

January Saturday 29: Medley
Matchplay –President’s Team vs
Captain’s Team.

Handicap Changes: Lorinda Stu-
art out 1 to 22, Fran McGrath out
1 to 28, 

Kiarra Morgan to play off 45 
Reminder

All members and visitors are re-
minded to check in when arriving
at the club and that masks must be
worn inside the club except when
eating or drinking, and must be
worn at the bar. You must be
seated to eat and drink.

A couple of other reminders for
members after the weekend’s com-
petition: 

You have three minutes to find a
lost ball. If the ball is not found
after three minutes you must call
“lost ball” and decide on how to
proceed (remember playing a pro-
visional is always a good idea if
you think the ball may be lost). 

Re the above, unfortunately the

Braidwood Golf Club began the
2022 season with the Monthly
Medal competition on New
Year’s Day, with Rodney Royds
and Deb Ferguson taking out the
respective men’s and women’s
competitions.

Last weekend saw the inaugural
Concept Café Trophy for the
women with thanks to Concept for
their sponsorship. The men played
the Brendan Booker Trophy.

Results: Saturday January 8 

Men’s Single Stableford: Bren-
dan Booker Trophy 

Many thanks Brendan for your
continued sponsorship. 

Winner: Andrew Clark 43pts 
Runner Up: Brendan Sly 37pts 
NTP 8/17: Nick Fry 
Ball Comp: Gordon Scott 36,

John Harb 36, Roger Hovey 36,
Mark Newman 35, Brendan
Booker 34, Nelson Sargent 33 

Handicap Changes: Andrew
Clark down 2 to 20, Roger Hovey
down 1 to 23, 

Gordon Scott down 1 to 30,
Leigh Curtis out 1 to 26, Michael
Toirkens out 1 to 5 

David Jones out 1 to 22 
Women’s Single Stableford: Con-
cept Café Trophy

Winner: Margy Gardner 35pts
Runner-up: Robin Tennant

Wood 33pts
NTP: Michelle Henry 
Ball Comp: Fran McGrath 28,

Michelle Henry 28, Judy Scott 23 

A broken glass door at the Braid-
wood Tennis Club on Saturday
evening has been a disappointing
start to the year for the club.

The vandalism was witnessed by
residents and reported to police.

Tennis Club secretary, Jenny
Daniher, said that the witnesses to
the incident recognised the of-

fender and called police immedi-
ately. She noted that the pointless
act is an expense and inconven-
ience to the club.

The next tennis competition
commences on February 7. Con-
tact Jenny Daniher (Secretary) or
Michael Toirkens (President) if in-
terested in joining.

Vandalism disappointing
Robin Tennant-Wood


