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Con’s fresh vegetables
rise from the ashes
Robin Tennant-Wood

It was January 4 this year that
Conrad and Carol Kindrachuk’s
Araluen Valley home was con-
sumed by the fires that had been
threatening the valley for weeks.
The Deua River Valley fire and
the Clyde Mountain fire had con-
verged, forming a mega-blaze
with a pyro-nimbus cloud that
could be seen from everywhere.

“We lost the house and the
sheds,” Conrad recalled, from his
usual Friday location on the corner
outside Concept Café. “Most of the
trees were burnt, some are recover-
ing, some won’t. Most of what was
in the garden was burnt. I’ve
planted all this,” he indicates the
boxes of brassicas, spinach, rocket,
artichokes, “since the fire. The
fence posts were burnt but the wire

was still there and I can keep the an-
imals out.”

Conrad is a familiar sight in
Braidwood on Fridays, selling his
fresh, just-picked produce to locals,
many of whom are regular weekly
customers.

The company contracted to un-
dertake the clean-up of fire affected
properties was commencing work
on the Kindrachuk property last
week. Laing O’Rourke is removing
debris and securing the safety of
properties where buildings and in-
frastructure were destroyed. 

The Kindrachuks, however, have
moved into Braidwood. Conrad
says that his aim is to put up a cabin
on the property where his beloved
garden is flourishing again, but they
intend to stay in town now. Last Thursday when the morning

TV show Sunrise came to Braid-
wood they discovered that some
intrepid locals were up before our
sunrise to paint a message to them
on the ‘birthday rock’.

The message (pictured) was in-
tended to draw attention to an
episode of that television show
where a guest commentator said
we, “might need to do [the Stolen
Generation] again, perhaps”. If
Sunrise wants to come here and
cherry-pick who it talks to, is it not
okay for our rock artists to give
them a message from other Braid-
woodians?

Painting the rock then became a
heated topic of thrust and counter-
thrust on Facebook all that day. It
got so heated that people were reg-
ularly censured by the harried
 administrators and one person was
kicked off altogether.

It does seem odd that the rock on
the highway, where messages have
a very short life, can say “HAPPY
VALENTINES SNOOKUMS” or
somesuch, but shouldn’t be used for
a one-time important political mes-
sage.

Social media commentators were

Conrad in his usual spot.

Sunrise gets ‘rocked’
Paul Cockram, and others, watched it all unravel on Facebook

divided in their response. Some
thought we were squandering the
chance for tourism exposure. Oth-
ers felt that calling out Sunrise for
allowing such awful comments to
go to air would show Braidwood as
a thoughtful, caring community.

Some residents went further and
displayed their own signs. In the
end it was hard to tell what the ef-
fect was because who watches
breakfast television?
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

Last week the federal government
announced changes to the costs of
university degrees in Australia. 

The cost of gaining a degree in
humanities, commerce and law will
increase by up to double the current
cost, while degrees in nursing and
teaching will decrease. The ration-
ale, according Education Minister
Dan Tehan, is to encourage more
school leavers to take up nursing
and teaching.

This shows not only a warped
concept of education, but a concept
of employment mired in the middle
of the last century.

There can be no doubt that the
country can only benefit from more
nurses and teachers but — and this
is the crux of the matter — those
people need to want to be teachers
and nurses. Furthermore, there is no
point in encouraging school leavers
to undertake these careers unless, in
the first instance, there will be em-
ployment for them when they grad-
uate, and, in the second instance,
these careers are awarded the pay
they deserve. In the past months,
the Queensland and NSW govern-
ments, supported by the federal
government, have announced
freezes on pay rises in both these
professions. 

The government is attempting to
push school leavers into ‘jobs’
where they may or not have a natu-
ral aptitude simply because of their
economic circumstances. One won-
ders if the prime minister would
want to be treated by a nurse who
really wanted to be a lawyer but
couldn’t afford the fees? 

Would the education minister
(who, incidentally, has an Arts Ho-
nours degree from Melbourne Uni
which he gained for free in the pre-

HECS era) want his children taught
by someone who really wanted a
career in foreign affairs and trade?
If someone’s heart is not in their
job, it will only ever be a job, never
a career.

Being able to choose our
 careers on the basis of our

 natural aptitudes and interests
is one of the first and 

 fundamental decisions we all
make as   fledgling adults. 

The government is taking that de-
cision away. Remember the Pink
Floyd video for Another Brick in
the Wall? The bit where the mali-
cious-looking man in a suit
squashes students into a sausage
machine? Yeah, just like that.

There is no academic qualifica-
tion that will, on its own, automati-
cally lead to a job for graduates.
None. The only thing that will get a
graduate a job is the graduate him
or herself. Whether the person grad-
uates with a degree in arts, science,
law, medicine, teaching, nursing,
sports science, commerce, econom-
ics or any other tertiary course, the
only thing standing between them
and a job is their own desire to turn
their education into a meaningful
contribution to their own lives and
society as a whole.

No, a degree in arts does not pre-
pare one for a ‘job’. It gives one
skills in critical thinking, complex
society-based problem-solving, so-
cial understanding and a broad view
of humanity. In other words, it pre-
pares one for life in an increasingly
complex world. Not everyone has
the interest or aptitude to undertake
an arts degree, but those who do
make up a very large proportion of
our employment sector.

More bricks in the wall

The third Politics in the Park was
held on Wednesday 17 June with
Greens candidate, Cathy Griff,
and Independent, James Holgate,
both presenting their cases for
election to a group of over 30 lo-
cals. 

Both candidates answered a se-
ries of questions provided to them
in advance. These questions are put
to each of the candidates to ascer-
tain their policies and approaches
across the range of issues relevant
to this district.

Ms Griff, is a Bega Shire coun-
cillor with a professional back-
ground in the arts. Mr Holgate is a
recruitment consultant from Quean-
beyan. For most of the questions on
notice, their responses mirrored one
another, prompting Ms Griff to
comment to Mr Holgate at one
point, “you should join the
Greens!” 

Both candidates stressed the need
for government action to mitigate
climate change, with Mr Holgate
saying that our action should not be
confined to Australia but that, “we
absolutely must be doing something
internationally.” Both also said they
were in favour of implementing In-
digenous fire management regimes
across the region. 

Where they differed was on the
issue of the government’s Snowy
2.0 project, with Ms Griff suggest-
ing it was not appropriate and the
millions to be spent would be better
invested in other areas, while Mr
Holgate, Cooma born and bred, was
in favour of the project on the

grounds of the increased employ-
ment in Cooma and the Snowy re-
gion.

With a background in the arts,
Ms Griff is particularly concerned
that there is effectively no longer a
federal department for the arts, and
that the arts community has been hit
doubly hard with the COVID shut-
down on top of government funding
cuts. Mr Holgate compared funding
for the arts with that available for
sport, concluding by saying that
“sport will look after itself,” while
arts funding is essential.

It has been pleasing that the four
candidates who have so far ac-
cepted Braidwood’s invitation to
speak have been generous with
their time and no question has been
ignored. 

The next Politics in the Park
engagement is the Australian

Federation Party’s Jason Potter,
who will speak Wednesday 24

June. 

Shooters, Fishers and Farmers’
Matthew Stadtmiller has accepted
the invitation but at the time of
going to press, there is still no con-
firmation of a date.

On the page 3 is the list of candi-
dates who have been invited to
speak or who have already done so.
While Braidwood represents only a
very small proportion of this huge
electorate, it is still an important re-
gion. It is relevant to note that the
seat of Eden-Monaro is held by less
than 0.9%, or a mere 1600 votes. 

Politics in the Park
Robin Tennant-Wood

Cathy Griff and James Holgate.

EDEN-MONARO
BY-ELECTION

2020



Candidates who have spoken or
responded to the invitation to
speak:
• Karen Porter, Independent (spoke

3/6)
• Kristy Mc Bain, Labor (spoke 14/6)
• Cathy Griff, Greens (spoke (17/6)
• James Holgate, Independent (spoke

17/6)
• Shooters, Fishers and Farmers

(awaiting date confirmation)
• Jason Potter, Aust Federation Party

(booked in 24/6)
• Joy Angel, Sustainable Aust Party

(apologies from candidate who is
COVID-risk-averse following recent
surgery.  Will send written responses
to our questions)

No response/acknowledgment of the
invitation as yet from:

• Fiona Kotvojs, Liberal Party (2
 requests sent)

• Trevor Hicks, Nationals (1 request
sent)

• Riccardo Bosi, Ind (2 requests sent)
• Dean McCrae, Lib Dems (2 requests

sent)
• Narelle Storey, Christian Dems (2

 requests sent)
• James Jansson, Science Party (2

 requests sent).

“They’re a part of this country,
not above it, and they should act ac-
cordingly. My first act in Parlia-
ment will be to cut my salary by
20% and challenge my colleagues
to do the same thing.”

McCrae is emphatically not a
member of the political class. He
got his start as a brickies’ labourer
on construction sites around Bun-
gendore and Jerrabomberra, before
becoming a chef and a café owner. 

He’s also been a competitive cy-
clist and worked in the kitchen of a
prestigious London restaurant
called Wilton’s, whose regulars
have included Tony Blair, John
Major, Margaret Thatcher, and –

back in the day — Winston
Churchill.

Originally a Labor voter, he be-
came disenchanted at their lack of
concern for working Australians –
only to find the Liberals weren’t
much better.

“They’re both in bed with the big
corporations.  I want government to
get out of the way and let the little
guy have a go.”

The major parties have been fail-
ing our farmers, McCrae says,
through high costs of doing busi-
ness and poor water management.

“They deserve a fair go and they
haven’t been getting it from any of
the big parties,” he says.

The proposed railway line would
provide for freight and passenger
transport from Eden to Canberra
connecting the coast to inland
towns and cities. 

“This project would provide local
communities with jobs in the con-
struction and running of the railway
as well as provide a significant eco-
nomic boost to the region” said
Jason Potter. 

“This is exactly the kind of de-
velopment we need as we seek to
recover economically from the

trauma of the bushfires and the col-
lapse of tourism and small business.

Rail line from
Canberra to
Eden
Federation Party
Federation Party Candidate for
Eden-Monaro Jason Potter has
announced that he is 100 percent
committed to seeing the proposed
Eden to Canberra rail line built as
soon as possible. 
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Dean McCrae, 39, the Liberal De-
mocrats’ candidate is running to
send the politicians in Canberra a
message.

Jason Potter

Send a message
Liberal Democrats

Dean McCrae
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David McClymont, 
Thank you for introducing me to

your ‘discovery’ of the American
singer, Kandace Springs (BCT
June10). 

I have had her gorgeous, mellow,

cool sound on loop all afternoon
while working in the studio. I defi-
nitely ‘wasn’t disappointed’! 

Lesley Sykes,
Mongarlowe.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Within a day or so after the huge
fire that came up the Deua to-
wards Araluen on January 4, serv-
ices were in action — Land
Services to deal with lost and in-
jured stock, and emergency sup-
port services from many agencies. 

Local calls for help meant that
donations from many surrounding
communities – of water, food and
clothing were available to people
who needed them; and donations of
hay and animal feed came into the
community very quickly, much to
the relief of farmers who had been
trying to keep stock going through
the drought leading up to the fires. 

I thought it would be an easy job
to write about the recovery effort
and how the Araluen community
was managing the challenges of the
drought, fire and flood of 2020 —
and cap it off by how we were man-

aging the COVID-19 crisis. But it
isn’t.
The valley inferno
The experience of every person af-
fected has been different — as the
fire came up the valley some were
in the middle of a terrifying cloud
that collapsed and shot huge winds
and fire towards them at a speed
that they say was unbelievable —
within 10 minutes what had been a
cloud of smoke was an inferno. The
Fire Shed at the northern end of the
village, with just two people trying
to keep us all safe while the trucks
were out, watched the cloud come
up the valley from the south and
thought ‘this is it’ — the speed and
ferocity of the fire was unimagin-
able. Others had left their homes
and felt bad for leaving, but felt
they could not put others at risk to
protect them, and were convinced

on good advice, that leaving was
the best option. 
Recovery starts
The fires in the hills around the vil-
lage continued after the 4th;  people
came home and in the middle of it,
the work of recovery had to start.
The Bushfire Recovery Team from
QPRC came to Araluen first of all
the small communities soon after
they were established, bringing
most of the service agencies down
to get started with grant applica-
tions and information about avail-
able services. People from all over
the area came to talk, and have a
cuppa and some excellent cake, but
it was clear that not everyone had
heard about the recovery meetings.  

We made a bigger effort to try to
get the message to every household
in the areas that had been affected. 

People rang neighbours, drop ped
flyers at workplaces, called in to let
people know what was happening
and where, and told everyone they
could think of — thanks to the work
of the team, many people got the
first recovery grants quickly, and
got information about grants and
loans. 

There were quite a few frustra-
tions as people tried to navigate
their way around the different bu-
reaucracies, and the different eligi-
bility conditions — even now, new
grants are coming up, or changes
are made to old grants so we’ve got
a full-time job just keeping up with
it all. Inevitably, people missed out:
efforts are still being made to make
sure that everyone is ‘hooked in’
and able to get what they need. 

There were lots of ways that peo-
ple did connect; to talk about what
had happened to them and to Ar-
aluen and to get ready for the next
day or few days when no-one could
predict what would happen next as
we were still surrounded by fires. 

But we had breakfast and daily
briefings at the fire shed, lunch with
the Governor-General and Mrs
Hurley, a drink or two at the pub,
and could enjoy the great Sunday

breakfast at Monkey Duck Pantry
for the next few weeks. The self-
styled Araloonies were planning a
big fundraiser concert for April; the
APA were planning a photo exhibi-
tion about the 2020 summer, and
people were getting back to every-
day life. 

Just after the last recovery meet-
ing, on March 21, we went into
coronavirus lockdown. This made it
even harder for people to connect
with each other, and with services. 
We’ve had to get creative! The
Araloonies went out and got in
touch with people to find out
what they needed — and then

really helped. 
The local newsletter and the

Facebook page have kept people up
to date with what was happening
with QPRC, Services NSW and the
agencies. 

With the library closed, books are
being donated for kids, and we’ve
started a street library (with hand
sanitiser). With schools closed,
grandmas have had to discover
what great teachers they are as they
do maths lessons by measuring
fencing or working out how many
posts they need. The yoga group is
Zooming in and bending and
stretching just as much as ever.
Meetings with the whole recovery
team are online instead of face to
face. 
Looking ahead
Now that we’re able meet face-to-
face again, Monkey Duck is hosting
the next Recovery Meeting on Sun-
day June 28 and the concert will go
ahead later in the year, as will the
exhibition. 

Everything is not the same as it
was. Our confidence was shaken in
so many ways by the unpredictable
and fierce events of the summer. At
the same time, our confidence has
grown so much through knowing
just how strong our community is,
and how amazingly we were able to
support each other and be supported
through a long, hard crisis.

From flare-ups to
lock-downs, the
Valley recovers
Laurann Yen reports on recovery in the Araluen Valley



Work on the major upgrade of
Braidwood Central School has
begun, with Member for Monaro
John Barilaro today turning the
first sod.

The significant milestone comes
after preparation work was carried

out and signage and fencing was in-
stalled around the site.

Mr Barilaro said today marks an
exciting milestone for the local
community, with the $12 million
project set to benefit students,
teachers and staff for years to come.

“This upgrade will ensure our
children have access to the best fa-
cilities available, so they can
achieve their potential and get the
most out of their school experi-
ence,” Mr Barilaro said.

The upgrade will deliver eight

new air conditioned and innovative
classrooms, including two specialist
learning areas for music and drama.

The administration and staff
 facilities will also be upgraded,
while the outdoor play spaces

will be refurbished.

Mr Barilaro said the major up-
grade is an important project for
Braidwood, and will ensure the
community has the facilities it
needs well into the future.

“More and more families are
moving to Braidwood and this up-
grade will ensure we have the high-
quality facilities to cater for a
growing population.”

The major upgrade of Braidwood
Central School is being carried out
as part of the NSW Government’s
record $6.7 billion school building
program to deliver more than 190
new and upgraded schools.

In addition, a record $1.3 billion
is being spent on school mainte-
nance over five years, along with a
record $500 million for the sustain-
able Cooler Classrooms program to
provide air conditioning to schools.

This is the largest investment in
public education infrastructure in
the history of NSW.

During construction, School In-
frastructure NSW will work closely
with the school community and
neighbours to minimise impacts
where possible.
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Braidwood Central School
Kindergarten and Year 7 enrolments for 2021
are now open.

To book your enrolment interview 
please contact our office on 4842 2249 or email us at: 
Braidwood-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Upgrade for Braidwood Central
Press Release from John Barilaro’s office



6 — Wednesday, June 24, 2020 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

I agree this is of concern. I don’t
know of any issues/incidents
since the 80km zone came into

being. So, why these barriers that may
cause more harm than good?�

�I agree, it now makes me nervous
driving through there, if anyone is
coming the other way.�

Agree, not much room to
manoeuvre. And it looks awful. Are
they worried that a tree might

jump out in front of a vehicle? So many
roads have trees so much closer to the
road.�

What about wide loads and on
coming traffic?�

I had a puncture coming home
from Canberra late after work one
night and had to pull over there,

now I wouldn’t be able to! I also agree I
think it’s dangerous for many reasons!

Certainly more dangerous now.
Nowhere to go to get out of the
way of oncoming traffic if you

have to and can't pull over if you have a
problem. Wouldn't like to meet a wide load
on that stretch.�

I haven't had the pleasure of
seeing these barriers yet but
dreading it! I think there should be

a major 'whole town' protest about it.
Stampede Council or whoever passed it to
be installed. Whatever it takes. Whole
thing sounds hideous and useless. This is
permanent right??�

Not Council — RMS as it is the
Kings Highway under State
government control not Local

government.

Are the structures permanent?�

I hope it's not permanent! We used
to do this drive 30 yrs ago and
loved the row of poplars signifying

you were coming into braidwood. So sad
to see it look quite ugly! Welcome to
historic Braidwood????�
I didn’t realise the barriers were going
quite as far along the road as they are, it
looks pretty ugly �What happens if you hit

something, be it an animal or another
vehicle and can’t pull off the road or you
break down? Again nowhere to pull off the
road !�

Bit of a blind spot trying to turn out
of the showground too. I couldnt
see back towards the 100 zone as
much as previously.�

Agree — terrible design and very
very dangerous!its only a matter of
time before there is a terrible

accident-no place to pull off,veer off the
road ! The barriers are far more dangerous
than the trees !!�

Given the level of concern, the BCA
can write to the RMS about this.
It’s not a Council decision.�

Many complaints and concerns
have been raised with them by our
community before the barriers

went up but to no avail. The only thing left
now is to highlight in the public forum the
many potential dangers. God help us when
the inevitable accident occurs and people
are injured or worse unnecessarily.�

We should keep pressure on them.
A petition perhaps?�

OFFENSIVE BEHAVIOUR
Community derides new barriers
Paul Cockram reports on the Facebook response

The new crash barriers on the northern ap-
proach to Braidwood have been given a real
serve on Facebook. To ensure this outrage
does not evaporate as social media comments
are wont to do, the Changing Times has col-
lected a small selection for your outrageous
pleasure:

Are you seeing this John Barilaro, member for
Monaro and Deputy Premier? Most politicians
are scared stiff of the RMS and give them free
rein to do whatever they want. Perhaps you can
be different?
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Braidwood artist and art educator,
Janita Byrne, has been appointed
to Queanbeyan Palerang Regional
Council as its new Team Leader
for Culture, Arts and Museums.

Ms Byrne comes to her new role
well qualified with a Master’s De-
gree in Visual Arts Education and
nearly ten years under her belt as an
Arts Educator at the National
Gallery of Australia, and three years
as a sessional lecturer for the Aus-
tralian Catholic University. 

An artist in her own right, Janita
Byrne has been active in commu-
nity arts initiatives for the past 35
years and in the Braidwood arts
scene over the past 20 years. She
was involved in the establishment
and management of the Braidwood
Community Arts Centre which is
owned and operated by the Braid-
wood Regional Arts Group Inc. 

Of her new role, Ms Byrne said,
“There are few things that I am
more passionate about than art, my
home town and its surrounding re-
gion and through this position I will
be able to help my communities
build exciting futures through art

and cultural experiences, especially
after the devastation and tensions of
the past summers bushfires, closely
followed by the isolating effects of
the Covid-19 lockdown.”

She believes art has the power
to heal and create a sense of

wellbeing, which will be neces-
sary as our region recovers its
footing from the events of the

past six months.

One of the main tasks in the new
role is to open the doors of a small
Regional Gallery in a historic place
of healing: ‘Rusten House’ the orig-
inal 1860’s Queanbeyan Hospital
which is currently being restored by
QPRC. Janita Byrne and her small
team are also tasked with coordinat-
ing the region’s Arts Trails, the an-
nual QPRC Arts Prize and a variety
of other cultural events and respon-
sibilities. 

The Changing Times will speak
with Janita Byrne in the coming
weeks about the state of the re-
gion’s arts and some of the chal-
lenges for the future.

Arts leadership for regional
recovery . . . and beyond
Robin Tennant-Wood

Janita in her studio.

WJ GIBBS & CO
JUNE CATTLE SALE REPORT

Wj Gibbs & Co Braidwood Annual Weaner Sale on Friday the 12/06/20
saw a large yarding of 1300 good quality calves. Locals commented that

the sales were “phenomenal”,  with weaner steers selling to a top of
$1,610 per head. 

It was a strong sale right through all the grades but it was the 
British breed cattle for backgrounding and bullock growing where the 

top money was made. 

The market  topped A/c:  R & L Lavis, Strathallan Stud, Braidwood who
offered 150 Angus and Angus cross 10 to 12 month old mixed-sex calves

with Dunoon and Roskin blood, 21 top of the drop steers, weighing
360kg, selling for $1610. Ross and Lynette yarded 112 steers in the sale

with an average of 313kg realising $1,433 across the steer portion

Medium weight weaner steer calves made up to $1,300,  another great
result for,  A/c: Wincraden pastoral Co , Tarago.  30 Angus steers 254kg.
With Wincraden Pastoral Co. offered 160 weaned Angus calves in total. 

M. Bunn, Braidwood sold three Speckle Park steers, 
20 to 22-months weighing 458kg for $1600

Lighter steer calves made up to $1220 with L & B Tozzer, Jerangle, Angus
steers 210kg realise $1,220 or 561c/kg & Will Jeffreys, Delegate Station,

Delegate sold 17 Angus steers, nine to 10 months, 192kg, 
for $1040 or 542c/kg. 

Spring Range Partnership, Bungendore sold 12 Murray Grey heifers,
404kg , 14 to 16 months, realising  $1560.

Again, Wincradon Pastoral Co. sold 26 Angus heifers, 
nine to 10 months, 278kg for $1240. 

Lighter weighted  heifers topped at $990 
A/c  J. West for 7Angus Heifers 216kg

The sale was interfaced with AuctionsPlus with a total of 143
registered online bidders. The sale saw 8 active bidders,  with nine
lots purchased online and 37% of total bids coming from the online

service. The 1,300 cattle right across the whole yarding 
averaged $1,206

Calves purchased went to  Leongatha in Gippsland, Albury, Gundagai,
Young, Cootamundra,  Moss Vale, Goulburn, Canberra,

Bungendore  and very strong competition from local buyers. 

It was an absolute credit to all vendors involved in the condition of
their cattle through a very tough previous 6 months with drought and

fire. It was great to see vendors having the ability to push some
heavier weighted cattle into the yarding with prices reflecting.

Jacob Rayner, WJ Gibbs & Co
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While we cannot travel overseas
Braidwood Garden Club mem-
bers are sharing their experiences
of gardens they have been fortu-
nate to visit. Last edition we vis-
ited Cordoba, Spain. This time we
stay in Spain and visit 
The Generalife in Granada
The Generalife, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, along with the ad-
joining Alhambra Palace and gar-
dens, are set high on the hills
behind Granada. The original gar-
den and palace were built during
the reign of Muhammed II (1273-
1302). The present-day Generalife
gardens were started in 1931 and
completed by Francisco Prieto
Moreno in 1951. 

The complex consists of the Patio
de la Acequia (Court of the Water
Channel or Water-Garden Court-
yard), and the Jardím de la Sultana

(Sultana’s Garden or Courtyard of
the Cypress). 

The long walkways are paved in
traditional Granadian style with a
mosaic of black and white pebbles
while the pergolas over them are
covered with wisteria which pro-
vides great shade.

The scented gardens and en-
closed areas contain roses, salvia,
rosemary, pines, oleander, wisteria,
crepe myrtle, canna lilies, basil,
petunias, balsam, palms, citrus,
pomegranate, alyssum, bougainvil-
lea, box, ivy, and agapanthus. Inter-
estingly, the plant beds are flooded
by water that is gravity fed and di-
rected to them through sluice gates.

It is a wonderful place to visit,
but there is lots of walking over
many levels.  Set aside at least half
a day and be sure to book well
ahead.

World gardens
Jennie Marston

Plant of the month: Daphne odora from Kate Chinnick
• Native to China;
• Widely cultivated in Japan; 
• Evergreen shrub growing to 1.2

metres; 
• Prefers a part shady position (may

need shelter in colder areas); 
• Flowers are rose / purple opening

to white in late Autumn to early
Spring; 

• “Alba” cultivar has cream / white
flowers smelling of lemons;

• Flowers are heavily perfumed; 
• Leaves are dark green and glossy or edged in yellow (Aureo-
marginata), and 

• Propagate from soft tip cuttings in summer or layering.



The Braidwood Old Anglican
Hall Community Management
Committee is in the process of
restoring the metal Sebel chairs. 

Many hands are helping.
The chair frames and seats  were

dismantled and the frames have
gone to ACT Powder Coating  to be
sandblasted and powder coated in
the original silver. 

The seats were delivered to R &
B Abrasive Blasting Goulburn, run
by Rob Temple and his wife Bron-
wyn (née Hancock) who are origi-
nally from Braidwood.  The rim of
the seats and back of seats will be
sandblasted back to metal. 

They will be brought back to the
Hall with the seats wrapped in plas-
tic so they won’t rust. Committee
member, Helen, will collect and
hand over to another volunteer,
Graeme Farley, to mask up and tape
over vinyl so that the edge and back

of the seat can be etch primed and
top coated in the matching original
retro colours: Post Office Red,
Golden Yellow, Sky Blue and Vin-
tage Green. 

The final stage being to rivet
back together with rubber stoppers
placed on all the chairs legs. 

A sample chair was restored to
show the committee what was pos-
sible. We promise you these retro
Sebel chairs will look absolutely
awesome. A real trip down memory
lane! 

The project will see a small
amount of funds left to be used to
strip and paint the wooden chil-
dren’s chairs ready for the youngest
in our community.
Or why not buy a table? 
The aim is to replace the heavy
wooden trestle tables with plastic
tables, length required 1.8m (6

foot), which will be much easier to
lift and better to store and manage.
Our target is to reach 20 tables. 

For all this to happen we are ask-
ing our community for help and
seeking donations of any amount.  

A $60 donation will restore one
chair or buy one table for the hall. 

With your help, the Hall will be
ready to serve as a venue for our
community once again, as it has for
the last 100 years. 

Thank you. You can donate by
bank transfer to:

Account Name:
Braidwood Old Anglican Hall

BSB: 633000
Account no: 160 446 241

For a tax deductible donation
please deposit to: 

BSB 633-000
Account no: 163 136 690

Use your name as a reference and
a receipt will be issued.

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday, June 24, 2020 — 11

Restore a chair or
buy a table
Old Anglican Hall Community Management Committee  
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This time I want to talk about a
wonderful New York singer, Jane
Monheit.

Nobody brought more joy or
pathos to jazz singing than Ella
Fitzgerald, inspiring generations of
jazz vocalists. One of them was
Jane Monheit, who grew up learn-
ing the American popular song
canon from Ella’s Songbook al-
bums. In fact Jane’s most recent
album The Songbook Sessions: Ella
Fitzgerald pays homage to that
great singer.

She has recorded eleven studio
albums and appears on many other
albums as guest vocalist. When she
was 22, she released her first
album, Never Never Land. Like
Ella Fitzgerald, she recorded many
songs from the Great American
Songbook. After recording for five
labels, she started her own, Emerald
City Records. 

There must be a ‘thing’ about
great singers having family in the
music business. Her aunt and
grandmother were professional
singers. Her brother is a rock guitar
player, her dad plays bluegrass
banjo music and her mother was in
musical theatre. 

At school, Jane studied clarinet
and music theory. She realised at an
early age that jazz was the thing she
wanted to do. Her formal vocal
training began at age 17 at New
York City’s prestigious Manhattan
School of Music where she studied
with Peter Eldrige, a founding
member of the vocal group New
York Voices.

In her senior year at the Manhat-
tan School of Music, she made her
breakthrough. At 20, she won the
first runner-up prize at the 1998 Th-
elonius Monk Institute Vocal Com-
petition. This success led to the
release of her debut album Never
Never Land. On Never Never Land,
Monheit sings ten ballads with such
notable jazz figures as Kenny Bar-
ron, Ron Carter, Lewis Nash,
Bucky Pizzarelli, Hank Crawford
and David ‘Fathead’ Newman.
Now, imagine the thrill of playing
with such greats on your debut
album!

As mentioned above, her albums
have featured many great musi-

cians. Trumpeter Nicholas Payton
provided arrangements on the
Songbook album. The arrange-
ments remain true to the beautiful
melodies and lyrics but roam freely
around their harmonic structures.
His arrangement of ‘Ill Wind’ on
this album is particularly powerful.
Her long-time trio includes pianist
Michael Kanan, bassist Neal Miner,
and drummer Rick Montalbano
(her husband).
Who could I compare her to?
Well she has timing to burn,
like Ella, but she does not

sound like Ella — thankfully
she has her own style. 

I might compare her voice to
Peggy Lee or perhaps Diana Krall.
I like that Jane has been quoted
matter-of-factly describing her sul-
try onstage persona as ‘a glamorous
broad’. She has developed a loyal
fan base of music lovers enamoured
by her voice.

There you have it — a very brief
introduction to Jane Monheit. If you
wanted to search out one of her al-
bums which of her eleven albums
would I recommend? I have the
aforementioned Songbook Sessions
album and the Taking A Chance On
Love album, both of which I think
are superb. Her In The Sun album is
also excellent. That album includes
one of my favourite Jane Monheit
songs ‘Once I Walked In The Sun’.

Have a listen to Jane Monheit. I
don’t think you’ll be disappointed.

MUSIC REVIEW

A ‘glamorous broad’
David McClymont

Tombarra by the Mongarlowe

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

Re-opened for business with social distancing

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0497 638 631
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week
Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies
Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334



BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday, June 24, 2020 — 13

Braidwood Farmers’ Market will
return to the National Theatre on
Saturday 4th July, 8.30am to
12.30pm. 

Many of our local producers have
been impacted by the unholy trinity
of drought, fires and Covid-19, but
their commitment and enthusiasm
to supply local produce to the com-
munity has left them eager for a re-

turn to trading at the National The-
atre. 

Most of the regulars will be back
with fruit and vegetables, wine,
cider, pickles and preserves, honey,
baked goods, and more.

There will be the opportunity to
catch up with friends and stallhold-
ers — at an appropriate social dis-
tance, of course.

Local food back in business
Gary Watkins-Sully

Braidwood Lions members have
decided this year to not approach
local businesses for support. 

The impact of the summer fires
and then the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic has clearly impacted very
heavily on the Braidwood business
community and the last thing they
need at the moment is to be ap-
proached by groups such as Lions
for support.

It is however our intention to list
all sponsors from the 2018 event in
the book we will be publishing at
the end of the 2020 project.

Lions wish all local businesses
well and encourage the Braidwood
community to SHOP LOCAL!

Below is one of the winning en-
tries for 2018, which is a short story
by 7 year old Stella Vardenega who
won first prize in the Years K, 1 and
2 age group:
The Day I went Fishing

I caught a fish, I used pizza for my
bait. I caught a big, big fish! It had
red blobs of paint on it.

Why were there dots of red paint

on the fish? Fish was happy, but
why does fish seem happy this
minute? Why does the fish seem
happy? I don’t know but now
everyone seems happy!

Why were the fish’s dots red?
Because he loved paint, he did re-
ally big jumps over and over and
over the road works. When the
road workers weren’t watching,
the fish hopped into the pot of red
paint. This big fish loved paint and
that’s why he jumped in the pot of
red paint.

He was very, very nervous when
he hopped in. He thought it would
be burning hot and cook him into
a crispy fish! He is a big silly fish,
he didn’t cook in the red pot of
paint, but he did change colour. He
used to be silver but now he is red,
purple and blue. He is now the
most colourful fish in the ocean.

Everyone lived happily ever after
and had a wonderful party under
the ocean.

Entries for the Braidwood Lions
Young Writers Festival close on
Friday June 26 2020.

Lions Young Writers Festival
Laurie Ffrench

After two years in the Wallace
Street Wellness Facility, Hollie
Bakerboljkovac is moving loca-
tion, while her services continue
to be available in Braidwood.

Hollie’s counselling and wellness
coaching services will now be of-
fered as a hybrid practice; from a
private rented room, walk-and-talk
therapy and online sessions. Book-
ings can still be placed via the
Braidwood Holistic Therapies web-
site or by calling the new phone
number: 0482 955 340.

As an ‘essential service,’ Hollie
continued counselling with ongoing
clients throughout the shutdown.
This year has seen an increase in
people seeking help for anxiety, and
Hollie urges anyone struggling with
the unusual circumstances of the
year to book a free 15 minute “Try
Me” call offered on the BHT book-
ing page. With restrictions eased,
new clients are again welcome to
book for initial sessions.

Also, due to the easing COVID
restrictions, Hollie’s movement

classes and individual fitness train-
ing has returned with outdoor ses-
sions. Adults meet at 9:30am in the
playground on Monday and Friday.
Children’s Ninja Classes are held
on Monday afternoons at the Scout
Hall.

Regular shoppers will miss the
BHT shopfront which offered sup-
plements, holistic skin care and
snacks. Hollie will continue to
make orders and supply these prod-
ucts to all regular customers and
clients following her Wellness pro-
tocol.

For appointments and more info
about the services offered by Braid-
wood Holistic Therapies visit:
braidwoodholistic.com.au 

You will also find BHT on Face-
book and Instagram @braidwood-
holistic.

Braidwood Holistic
Therapies is moving

Counselling Services 
Braidwood Holistic Therapies

braidwoodholistic.com.au

0482955340 

MOWING and SLASHING
Need fire trails restored, seeded?

Erosion control, tree lines ripped

Poly pipes buried up to 50 mm diameter

(our own plough)

Call Dennis for a quote: 0428 487 724

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Annual General Meeting
Nerriga Volunteer Rural Fire Brigade

Saturday 25 July 2020, 10am
Nerriga Community Hall 

The Brigade will follow COVID-19 guidelines.

PUBLIC NOTICES & CLASSIFIEDS
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The Braidwood Life Centre is de-
veloping into a true community
hub and resource centre with its
new project being developed in
readiness for spring.

While most of its projects are still
on hold due to the COVID restric-
tions on indoor gatherings, Centre
Coordinator, Maria Bakas, is very
enthusiastic about the new thera-
peutic garden currently under de-
velopment.

“It will be a therapeutic garden,”
she says, noting the links between
physical activity, healthy eating, so-
cial activity and overall health and
well-being. “We’ll be growing
herbs and vegetables and everyone
is welcome to join in.”

The garden, to be located at
the Life Centre, will consist of
raised beds to make them ac-
cessible for elderly people or
people with disabilities or mo-

bility problems. 
Council permission has been

given to proceed with the garden,
and the Centre has been in touch
with the Therapeutic Garden Asso-
ciation of Victoria for ideas on de-
sign and construction.

The beds themselves will be con-

structed by the Men’s Shed and will
be installed and ready to go by the
time the warmer growing season ar-
rives. There will be one garden bed
specifically for children.

Maria Bakas stresses that the Life
Centre is for everyone. “This is a
community centre,” she said, “not
just for those in need, but for any-
one. The more people who get in-
volved, the more we’re able to help
everyone in our community.” 

Indoor projects such as the Com-
munity Eating Together project,
which has proved very successful,
and the Sunday Boards and Beats
sessions, are still in recess, but the
Centre itself is still in operation. 

There are solid plans for the com-
pilation of a recipe book as an out-
come of the Community Eating
Together project, with recipes that
have been tried and tested during
the Thursday cooking and eating
sessions. Maria said the emphasis is
on nutritious, low-cost and seasonal
foods.

The Centre also has a pantry with
supplies of staples for individuals or
families in need, a small library of
children’s books and plans to pos-
sibly extend that for general fiction
books in a ‘swap library’ format.

Life Centre looking
to grow
Robin Tennant-Wood

WeÕve˚missed you and we hope you missed us as˚well.
We are˚excited˚to announce the return of our popular
express services between Canberra & Sydney and

Brisbane & Toowoomba. 

For what do you need to know to Go Murrays ...
murrays.com.au

Buy-Back Building
at the QPRC Transfer Station, Sundays 10am – 4pm

Bored on a Sunday ... need that
something-or-other and wonder-
ing where one might be?

Try the Braidwood Transfer Sta-
tion ‘Buy-Back’ while you’re out
there dropping off your rubbish.
Tom in the picture above is negoti-
ating with the very friendly council

worker for something that’s caught
his eye.

The transfer station is heaps bet-
ter, or perhaps no heaps better, than
the old tip. Someone’s trash can be
our treasure and every bit of new
stuff that isn’t made extends our
Earth’s stretched material resources.
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BRAIDWOOD UNITING CHURCH
Electioneering is in full swing and political
statements are being made to capture your
vote. 

Elections are all about choosing, making a
choice between two or more candidates. Erwin
McManus says, “Choosing is one of the most
spiritual actions you can take.” Why is choosing
a spiritual action? Choice is the first step in
doing any spiritual action, so we have to choose
to do; and then we do. While “Choose Life” is a
cry made famous in the 80’s by Wham! 2,600
years earlier God asked it of His people. In
Deuteronomy 30:19-20, “I have set before you
life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose
life, so that you and your children may live and
that you may love the Lord your God, listen to
his voice, and hold fast to him. For the Lord is
your life…” Your life matters, and your life is
built on your choices. Individuals having choice
is something that God values highly. 

The Scripture talks about choosing again in
Joshua 24:15, “…choose for yourselves this day
who you will serve…”  

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

ST BEDE’S

Reflection on Gospel 13 ORD A
Jesus warns of the division that will take place

in his wake; a division which will respect no sa-
cred places and which will insinuate itself into
close family relationships. If the stories which
he tells, the claims which he makes, the love
which he gives, the values which he shares, the
forgiveness which he offers, all move people to
eliminate him, then his own disciples must be
prepared for similar treatment if they go public
on his way of life.

The cross is crucial. When his followers have
to make crucial choices, they have to take sides;
and they should not be surprised to see familiar
faces on the opposite side. Jesus saw a few fa-
miliar faces opposed to him, and the sight was
not easy to behold. He bled at the sight because
he knew that he could do no other than be true
to himself. 

But Jesus ends on a positive note: even a cup
of cold water given to the least will not lose its
reward.  

Denis McBride C.Ss.R.

Choose this day: it is a perpetual choice; to
serve God or to serve ourselves. Each choice that
we make today creates our tomorrow. Our future
is the sum of the choices we make and also the
choices we ignore; for refusing to choose is a
choice in itself. God created us with free will so
that we could choose Him. 

This is love — rather than control. What will
you choose today? 

Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher and the con-
gregation at Braidwood Uniting Church. For
more information phone 4842 2568, or catch up
on Braidwood Community Radio, 6pm each
Sunday.

THE MANY ROADS OF LIFE 
Great Truths About Growing Old
1) Growing old is mandatory; growing up is op-

tional.
2) Forget the health food ... I need all the preser-

vatives I can get.
3) When you fall down, you wonder what else

you can do while you’re down there.
4) You’re getting old when you get the same sen-

sation from a rocking chair that you once got
from a roller coaster.

5) It’s frustrating when you know all the answers
but nobody bothers to ask you the questions.

6) Time may be a great healer, but it’s a lousy
beautician.

7) Wisdom comes with age, but sometimes age
comes alone.
The word wisdom is mentioned 222 times in

the Old Testament. It was regarded as one of the
highest virtues among the Israelites along with
kindness and justice. Both the books of Proverbs
and Psalms urge readers to obtain and to increase
in wisdom.

One interpretation is of wisdom is that a wise
person is one who can foresee the consequences
of his/her choices and actions.

If only everyone were wise by this definition.
The world would indeed be a better place. Can I
strive for this kind of wisdom? 

Ask God and he will give it to you just as he
did for Solomon.

Remain calm! Wash your hands! If you’re
reading this the world has NOT ended: there is
time to grow in wisdom

Sadly, our church doors must remain closed
for a while longer. You are welcome to join our
Zoom service of prayer & praise at 10am each
Sunday. If you’d like to join in, please email:
anglicanworshipbraidwood@gmail.com for
more information.

I commend to you the Braidwood community
radio church service which now has a permanent
spot at 6pm on Sundays.  

Parish Scribbler
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HORRORSCOPE
Gimme
Some social media commentators have
taken umbrage to ‘Black Lives Matter’
on the grounds that all lives matter.
Well yes, of course that’s true. But if you
went to a demo at Parliament House,
say, with placards reading, “Country
People are Doing it Tough”, you might
be miffed-off if a counter-demo said dis-
missively, “All People are Doing it
Tough”.
Lost
Speaking of doing it tough, what a field
we have this time for the Eden-Monaro
by-election — any more and they

wouldn’t all fit in the barrier. “And
they’re off”. I’m sure you’ll agree that
some are more off than others, but then
again what’s off to who is iffy.

Virtue
As we sat down to dinner, of course, the
phone rang and a voipy voice asked if
we were voting in the by-election. But
when they rhymed Eden-Monaro with
Holden Monaro we decided that their
hearts weren’t really in it and hung up.

Pies
Two with sauce thanks and forget social
distancing, I need to get to the beach.

Scorporation
Oh man — don’t come between an ex-

crook and a practicing crook. Have you
been following the stoush between two
dodgy dudes over a $15 000 loan. A jury
trial no less. Twelve good citizens
plucked from their day-to-day lives to
sit there over a period of weeks while a
couple of shysters and their lawyers slug
it out.

Sagginpuss
Is your life fulfilled and is your car filled
full? Now might be an advantageous
time to top it up while petrol prices are
low. While you’re standing there you
might like to ponder on one of life’s
great mysteries. Is it only men who
knock the last drop off the nozzle before
hanging it back on the pump?

Aquatic
A spot of synchronised scheming at the
Braidwood pool the other day annoyed
a few locals. A novelty cheque handover
had invitees picked more from ‘how to
vote’ than actually ‘did the work’.

Thesaurus
Check out the new black shirts that
some NSW police wear to demonstra-
tions. They’re emblazoned in not-so-
friendly letters with, ‘PUBLIC ORDER &
RIOT SQUAD”. I get the public order
bit, but is the ‘riot’ bit to remind the
wearers which squad they’re in, or to
warn the public of what the demo is
about to become? Perhaps a more opti-
mistic slogan would work better.

Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
any local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

Who supports
your ABC?
Commentary by Friends of the ABC
The responses below rate candidates in Eden-
Monaro on their support for a strong, well-
funded and independent ABC, based on ABC
Friends’ surveys of the views of candidates.
Candidates are listed by the level of their sup-
port.

If you value the ABC and want to see its serv-
ices protected, we encourage you to consider
these results when you cast your vote.
Very high support:
• GRIFF, Cathy (Greens)
• McBAIN, Kristy (ALP)
High support: 
• ANGEL, Joy (Sustainable Australia)
• HICKS, Trevor (Nationals)
• BALDERSTONE, Michael (HEMP)
Moderate support: 
• KOTVOJS, Fiona (Liberal)
Low support: 
• JANSSON, James (Science)
No response:
• Other candidates were unable to
be contacted or failed to respond

ABC Friends’ survey questions covered the
ABC’s role, funding levels, independence, and
support for rural, regional and international cov-
erage. We also asked about candidates’ previous
actions and future commitments to support the
ABC.

ABC Friends is a volunteer-run organisation
promoting a well-funded, independent and high-
quality public broadcaster.

See more at: abcfriends.org.au


