
Our mobile network went down,
for most of the day, 6 days in a
row!

Residents  of Mongarlowe,
Monga, parts of Reidsdale and
Charleys Forest  had no mobile
phone network for most of the day,
from the 10th through till the 16th
of April.   

It started on Sunday (10th) when
the Northangara Tower  went
down. It came back late that after-
noon but Monday morning, shortly
after 9 am, it went down again and
was out for the whole day. 

At first I thought they must be
working on the tower – doing
some repairs or an upgrade but the
web site said the outage was due
to  a  “technical  issue  in  Telstra’s
network”. And that they are “work -
 ing to get the service  restored as
early as possible”. 

Again, the phones came back
after 5 pm when the traffic slowed
down.   And this pattern contin-
ued.  On Wednesday, the phones
worked until about 10.30 am be-

fore going out for the rest of the
day. On Friday, they didn’t come
back on line until well after 8 pm.

Trying to report the problem
proved futile.    It couldn’t be re-
ported on line, when I tried to re-
port it using the Telstra 24/7 app I
was directed to call a number that
told me office hours where closed
and to use the app – a real catch
22. 

During the last significant out-
age of the mobile network in
Braidwood, the Braidwood Com-
munity Association’s, Sue Mur-
ray, got in contact with the local
Telstra Manager.   Thanks to Sue
we have now raised this situation
with the local area manager too.  I
heard from their offsider today
with the following advice. 

“We did experience intermittent
mobile outages between 10/4 to
16/4 impacting 3G and 4G serv-
ices.  I can also confirm hardware
was replaced at Mount Gillama-
tong   on the 16/4 restoring the
link. 

“Monitoring today has con-
firmed there were no further out-
ages on the base station.
Monitoring for stability will be on-
going for another few days to en-
sure there are no further underlying
issue. 

“We appreciate your patience
and please accept our apologies for
the interruption to services in
the area.”

I have written back, strongly
suggesting that the  outages we ex-
perienced here were way more sig-
nificant than ‘intermittent’ out ages.
I also drew attention to how,
well  before these most recent out-
ages,  we had formed a group
who  are monitoring  our mobile
network service. 

I mentioned that we  are docu-
menting all the calls that drop out
or go straight to message bank
when we know that the person
we’re calling is home.  We find,
and want to prove, that  this hap-
pens most during the peak periods
such as  after school,  on week-

ends, and during school holidays. 
I asked, “could this be due to

hardware failing or being over-
loaded on the Mount Gillamatong
tower too?”

“Would you please explain how
the link to Mount Gillamatong was
the problem?    I don’t under-
stand.   Given the phone service
came back every day after the traf-
fic volumes had eased — what is
the function of the hardware that
was replaced at  Mount  Gillama-
tong and how will the replacement
of this hardware improve our mo-
bile phone service? “

I am convinced this is a band-
width problem,   that  our mobile
network just does not have the ca-
pacity to deal with the volume of
traffic it gets.  During this outage
people missed important personal
and business calls.  We couldn’t
get any assistance and the informa-
tion Telstra provided us about the
outages was woefully inade-
quate.   

Did you know that when the mo-
bile network goes down the free
telephone box in town doesn’t
work either.

It’s increasingly obvious to me
that we will need to be the very
squeaky wheel if we  want to
have  a functional  mobile  net-
work with improved coverage and
reliability. If you’d like us be the
squeakiest wheel — get in
touch — you can message me on
Facebook (Alison Sexton-Green) or
email me. mistymatta@gmail.com
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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
We: 10° 20° 50%
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Sat: 8° 17° 50%
Sun: 6° 18° 20%
Mon 6° 18° 30%
Tue: 7° 18° 50%
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FAULTY TOWERS
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We’ve heard a lot about freedom
lately – or ‘freedoms’ as trum-
peted by the Palmer-inspired rab-
ble that invaded Canberra
recently. 

While it’s unclear what freedom
these people think they’re lacking,
there is one freedom that we all
should be scrutinising: the fact that
the freedom of our press has
dropped to 25 in the world in the
World Press Freedom Index pub-
lished annually by Reporters With-
out Borders.

With the federal election in full
swing, the role of the media in in-
fluencing public opinion is vital.
Our Press Freedom ranking has
fallen six places since the last fed-
eral election: a gradual erosion of
the capacity of the media to bring
unbiased news to a population on
the cusp of electing a government.

In its analysis of Australia’s
media, Reporters Without Borders
states that:

“Almost all of the privately-
owned media are now owned by
two media giants, Rupert Mur-
doch’s News Corp and Nine En-
tertainment [chaired by former
federal treasurer, Peter Costello],
the heir to a consortium created by
the Packer family. This oligarchic
media model, in which media out-
lets focus above all on cost-cutting
and profits, constitutes an addi-
tional curb on public interest in-
vestigative journalism.”

The profit-based consolidation
of media also has a vested interest
in seeing the re-election of the cur-
rent government. Far from being
concerned about concentrating
Australia’s media in the hands of
two mega-corporations, the Morri-

son government relies on it: the
two media giants support the gov-
ernment and the government
promises not to change the oli-
garchic model.

The only losers are the
Australian people; spoon-fed a
diet of, at best biased, and at
worst blatantly untruthful,
news stories by the two
biggest owners of media

in the country.

Last week the US-Murdoch-
owned Courier-Mail hit a new low
by reporting “unnamed sources
within the Labor party” as a sup-
posedly reliable basis for a ridicu-
lously biased report. Unnamed
sources are not newsworthy and
are certainly not reliable. 

The Nine-owned papers fol-
lowed up on Tuesday by reporting
that Mr Albanese was “booed and
jeered” when he arrived at the
Byron Bay Blues Festival on the
weekend, yet the TV and video
footage of the event showed the
opposite, with the Labor leader
being greeted warmly, even enthu-
siastically, by festival-goers. 

What’s the truth? What you read
or what you see? What Murdoch

and Costello tell you or what you
can witness yourself?

The analysis of our press free-
dom goes on to state that:

“Prime Minister Scott Morrison is
also a climate change sceptic and
his government tends to obstruct
coverage of environmental issues.
These political attacks on inves-
tigative journalism are all the
more worrying because pluralism
in Australia has been badly eroded
by one of the world’s highest lev-
els of media ownership concentra-
tion.”
We are all consumers of media.

As such, we need to be as discern-
ing in our choice of media as we
are of all other commodities that
we consume. We don’t buy sub-
standard food and we demand
value for money in the services we
pay for. Why do we settle for less
when it comes to vital informa-
tion?

Thomas Jefferson once said that,
“Our liberty depends on the free-
dom of the press, and that cannot
be limited without being lost.” We
are losing this liberty by allowing
two mega-corporations to buy our
government. It’s time to break the
cycle and restore a diverse media
landscape.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

ARALUEN NEWS Laurann Yen

The “Blue Poles” in the ceiling of
the of Araluen Hall Supper room
have been taken down into safe-
keeping before their new life on
the verandah of the restored Hall. 

Work started in 2018 to put the
Hall restoration to the community,
with the Hall Trustees, the Mayor
and locals telling their stories of
dances and music in country halls
generally and the Araluen Hall in
particular. Since then, members of
the APA have been raising funds,

designing the restoration, seeking
development approvals and ap-
pointing and contracting a builder
to allow the work to go ahead. The
total raised so far is just over
$450,000, with the final grant of
$20,000 from the Community En-
terprise Foundation of the Braid-
wood Community Bank, which
will restore the floor in the main
hall and bring it back to its dancing
best, just received. 

The design will demolish the
old, decrepit annexe and replace it
with a new steel frame extension
with a modern kitchen, new ameni-
ties and a new supper room space,
making it comfortable, climate
controlled and suitable to offer
respite in times of crisis. 

The Hall committee, under the
leadership of Sally Matthews, and
the builder, Palerang Constructions
are committed to keeping and re-
using materials wherever possible.
The Blue Poles, which held up the
ceiling in the supper room, were
cut by locals in the bush around
Araluen, and keep alive the link
with the long history of the Hall. 

Federal Hall
work started

The freedom
worth fighting for

So where was the Hospital on
Hospital Hill Road in Araluen?
Where was Mr Blatchford’s tele-
scope? 

How did provisions and supplies
get down into the valley? Was the
Araluen Mountain really mined to
prevent an invasion during the Sec-
ond World War? 

Araluen is an area rich in his-
tory, but the evidence of it is hard
to find now. Successive genera-
tions and changes in use means
that things get used and re-used;
the Hall is a good example of this. 

Changes in the landscape as a
result of dredging over almost

half a century have almost
become part of ‘the new
normal’ and no-one living

remembers the valley before it
happened. 

Araluen wants to make visible
again the history of the area to con-
serve and share the knowledge and
experiences of the thousands, yes
thousands, of people who have
lived and worked here. Building on
the work of many local and na-

tional historians who have col-
lected information and written and
published books and papers, Ar-
aluen is starting work on a heritage
trail so that visitors and locals can
understand and treasure the history
of the area, from its indigenous
past to its current growing commu-
nity. 

The project is supported by a
grant under the Black Summer
Fires to the Araluen Progress As-
sociation, and the first meeting of
people interested in being part of it
was held in mid-March. The first
job was deciding what is important
to focus on, and what it is that peo-
ple are most keenly interested in. 

The second task, which will be
the focus of our next meeting on
30th April, will be deciding how
we can favourably showcase our
history, maybe through websites,
interviews, signage, walking trails
and maps. 

We welcome everyone who is
interested in being part of this- we
are very keen to learn from other
communities, contact:
Araluen.Progress@hotmail.com

Araluen Heritage Trail
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FEDERAL ELECTION 2022

As one of the most marginal seats
in the country, Eden-Monaro has
always attracted attention from
the national media. 

This has inevitably resulted in a
larger than average number of can-
didates contesting the electorate.

This election is no different and
with candidate nominations clos-
ing this Thursday for the May 21
election, there are already eight de-
clared candidates.

Incumbent member, Kristy

It was great to be part of the
launch in Nerriga today of a new
edition of the local history book
Nerriga on the Wool Road.

With Mayor Kenrick Winches-
ter unable to attend owing to ill-
ness, I was asked to read his
prepared speech and was happy to
oblige.

There was a good turnout, with
games for children, a local musi-
cian, and a range of stalls selling
local preserves, baked goods and
wine, as well as books, garden art
and collectables.

I had a chance to chat briefly to
Bruce Temple, who attended the
school which closed in 1974 owing
to the small number of students. As
a councillor on the former Talla-
ganda Shire Council, he worked

with local residents through the
Nerriga Progress Association to
take custody of the building and
site, turning it into a local history
museum that opened in 1984. He
has continued his association
since, as a Trustee.

Pam Radowitz wrote the original
book, published in 1991. With the
book out of print and growing in-
terest from locals, the museum de-
cided to organise a re-print. The
second edition includes contribu-
tions from some 40 residents about
the district’s history since 1991.

Pam’s daughter, Julie, attended
the launch of this new edition, re-
calling early life on a Nerriga prop-
erty running sheep for wool. 

Bendigo’s Braidwood Commu-
nity Bank supported the printing
and Queanbeyan-Palerang Re-
gional Council provided support
for the launch event. All profits
from the book’s sale will go back
to the Museum.

Wool Rd book revised
QPRC Councillor Katrina Willis

McBain (Labor), will be joined on
the ballot paper by: Jerry Nockles
(Liberal), Vivian Harris (Greens),
Darren Garnon (UAP), Greg But-
ler (Australian Democrats),
Maxwell Holmes (Liberal Democ-
rats), the anti-vax lobby’s Toni
McLennan and serial independent
candidate Andrew Thaler. 

The draw for places on the ballot
paper will take place on Friday 22
April and pre-polling will com-
mence on 9 May.

Eden-Monaro shaping as
a Melbourne Cup field
Robin Tennant-Wood

Author, the late Pam Radowitz.

Congratulations to Pam Radowitz
on the launch of her revised book
On the Wool Road which was cel-
ebrated at the Old School House
Museum in Nerriga last Saturday. 

I was glad to hear that lots of
people were out and about enjoy-
ing their long weekend and getting
involved in this special community
event. The Nerriga Craft and Mu-
seum Centre also hosted market
stalls and activities for everyone to
enjoy as part of the day’s festivi-
ties.

—  * — * — * —
Three events from the Quean-

beyan Palerang Heritage Festival
will be on in Braidwood Saturday
30 April. Workshops on how to
protect fabrics and belongings
from pests and preventing the loss
of valuables in a disaster will be
held at the Braidwood Regional
Arts Centre at 11-12pm and 3-
4pm. 

—  * — * — * —
The QPRC Heritage Awards

will be held at the Braidwood Mu-
seum at 12:30pm, recognising ded-
ication to preserving heritage and
quality restoration in our region.
The festival is a great opportunity
to celebrate and learn more about
the rich history of our region and I
encourage you to get involved. To
book for each of these events and
learn more about the Queanbeyan
Palerang Heritage Festival, visit
qprc.nsw.gov.au/Events/Heritage-
Festival-2022.

—  * — * — * —
As we develop our new Library

Strategy, we want to hear what the
community loves about Quean-
beyan-Palerang libraries and how
they could be better. Your feed-
back will be used to develop a
 library strategy that will help our
libraries become the best they can

be over the next five years. You
can help shape the future of our li-
braries by taking part in an online
survey, an in-person workshop at
Queanbeyan Library on Wednes-
day 4 May or coming along be-
tween 9.30am and 11.30am to our
Coffee pop-up at The Albion Cafe
in Braidwood on Thursday 28
April. To learn more about the Li-
brary Strategy and have your say,
visit: yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/
library-strategy. 

—  * — * — * —
On Monday 25 April, we will be

commemorating ANZAC Day
with a variety of events being held
around the LGA. The Braidwood
dawn service will start at 6am on
Wallace Street, followed by the
main service at 10:30am. In Ar-
aluen, a march will be held at 9am
from the Old Post Office to the
War Memorial, and at Majors
Creek a service will begin at 8am
in the church grounds. Visit
qprc.nsw.gov.au/Events/ANZAC-
Day-2022 for more information on
other ANZAC Day events in our
region.

—  * — * — * —
The upcoming Federal Election

presents Council with an opportu-
nity to encourage candidates to
consider offering their support for
a range of priority projects impor-
tant to the people of Queanbeyan-
Palerang. Many Braidwood based
projects are included in the list —
such as the Braidwood Depot relo-
cation and Stage 2 of the Braid-
wood car park — which you can
visit at, qprc.nsw.gov.au/News-
Media/2022-Federal-Election-Pri-
orities. 
Braidwood Area Projects
Update:

Lascelles Street Upgrades –
tenders are currently open and the
evaluation of tenders and a recom-
mendation will be presented to
Council in May

Braidwood Recreation
Ground Stage 3 – work underway
and will continue throughout 2022

Skatepark Construction – ten-
der awarded and scheduled to
commence September 2022 after
Rec Ground work / fully funded

Braidwood Carpark – consul-
tation to commence February 2022
/ seeking funding opportunities 

Braidwood Pool Stage 1 – DA
approved, tender to be issued
ASAP.

FROM THE QPRC MAYOR’S DESK

QPRC mayor Kenrick Winchester



Thanks to support from local
donors and the Country Education
Foundation (CEF), the Braidwood
& Districts Education Foundation
(BDEF) was able to award grants
to 27 young people from our re-
gion.

This will assist with their further
studies; 17 were first time grant re-
cipients, while 10 students re-

with educational expenses, from
course fees and purchase of text-
books, tools and uniforms, to liv-
ing-away-from-home and travel
expenses. 

Angela described the  “useful”
and “tangible help” of the
BDEF as “a symbol of the

strength of this community ...
and of the confidence we have

in [all grant recipients].” 
Both previous recipients also

spoke of the difference that their
BDEF grants made to their studies.

Ashleigh recognised “the donors,
the generous and caring people
who unselfishly give to support the
educational endeavours of our
local students, apprentices and
trainees” and Georgina was grate-
ful for the “opportunities, experi-
ences and chances” she received
throughout her studies.

As well as local-donor funded
grants, the BDEF was able to pres-
ent some special grants thanks to
other partners. The South-East
Livestock Exchange (SELX) has
partnered with the CEF to provide
annual scholarship support to edu-
cational foundations across our re-
gion — BDEF included. 

Claire Pettit received the 2022
SELX Award. The Snow Founda-
tion has also partnered with CEF to
support education foundations
around the broader Canberra re-
gion, with the goal of introducing
positive change across our area. 

Emily Tipping and Lily Coning-
ham received the BDEF’s Snow
Foundation scholarship recipients
for 2022 as they begin their respec-
tive studies in Design (Animation
and Interactive Media), and Social
Science (Criminology) and Laws.
Maxx Bigg, will begin his science
studies in August, received the
Dargues Gold Mine award, which
is an annual  award for a Majors
Creek or district student who is
studying Science.
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Supporting our youth
Alisa Stephens

ceived their second grant. Of these,
15 were able to attend BDEF’s
Presentation Evening, to receive
their grants in person and hear
from guest-speaker Angela Casey,
Director of the Parliamentary Ed-
ucation Office, and previous grant
recipients Ashleigh Fry and
Georgina Campbell. 

BDEF grants support students

[left to right]  Ellie Weaver, Ned Jeffery, Willough Corby, Robbie Watson, Tara Broso, Luke McGrath, Charlie Campbell,
Maxx Bigg, Emily Tipping, Ananta Bajracharya, Zoe Cargill, Ela Parsons, Claire Pettit, Georgia Garcia , Georgia Grant
[not pictured] Ella Acheson, Emma Shoemark, Harrison Kelly, Joanna O’Connell, Jonothan Coe, Kailey Conway, Lewis
Nallo, Lily Acheson, Lily Coningham, Ruby Gurling, Sam Daniher, Tess Gurling.

BYPAA Holiday Workshops
We will take this stuff and make it speak:

Trash and treasure; ideas and experience; hopes and
dreams.

And with this act our hearts unfold, telling stories true
and bold.

Create, Reveal and Celebrate!
We can reshape our world to become a better place.

Come! Let us make the future now.
We have 4 awesome workshops to choose from, which will run across three
days, 20-22 April.  Each day participants will build on their creative idea,
ready to show off their epic creations in Saturday Market Show on 23 April.

The theme of all the workshops is upcycling - we will be making NEW from
OLD under the mentorship of talented community members.

The three workshop days will be divided into a morning session and an
 afternoon session:

Please note: there will be no lunchtime supervision.

The morning sessions are open to all ages, giving our older participants the
opportunity to help our younger ones with their creating.  The afternoon ses-
sions will be for 11+ year olds to focus on their own creations.

Numbers are limited so it is first in first served. Register with BYPAA
https://www.bypaa.org/workshop-registration ASAP to be a part of this
 wonderful festival. 

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone
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When the Bernadoffs first moved
to Braidwood in 1981, Gilles de-
scribes the town as being “like a
desert.” 

He recalls that there was the
Mum and Dad Café, a milk bar, a
popular restaurant and the pubs,
“and not much else.”

The transformation from the
‘desert’ to the bustling town we
now know commenced when the
Albion got renovated. 

“That brought a change to Braid-
wood, because it had been empty.
There was nothing at the Albion,
the flats were empty, the shops
were empty. There was nothing.

And then when they got renovated,
they started to draw people; renters
and shopkeepers. That’s when it
really started to open up and peo-
ple thought ‘Oh, well, let’s open
more shops.’”

Olivia says that it was a lunch at
Torpy’s that prompted their move

to town. She had come out here
with her parents for a meal and
they drove around town.

“We saw our house in Wilson
Street with a homemade ‘For Sale’
sign.” 

Gilles was in Melbourne at the
time but he agreed they should buy
the house and they moved up about
four months later. He recalls he
was in for a rude shock when he
saw the house.

“All the things to do! There was
ivy growing in the house, there
was one plug, one power point in
the house. It was just the bare min-
imum. The kitchen was not out-
door but it was just a little funny
little wing in the corner – that was
our kitchen. 

So we had to do everything. Ab-
solutely everything. Paint, roof
leaked. All that can go wrong in a
house, went wrong.

“But with a bit of hard work, I
think it’s all paid off.”

Olivia adds, “l didn’t know he
was such a good builder, I thought
he could only cook!”

Gilles started his workshop in
the Old Mill in Mackellar Street,
but soon took over the shop on the

corner, now the hairdresser, as a
retail business.

Olivia notes the attraction of
Braidwood for young families like
those of their own children.

“Our kids came back here.
Mainly, it was because they could
afford to buy a house, and it’s nice
for kids. They came for a kind of
renaissance as well, because
there’s a whole new wave of
young families.”

Having contributed to the rich
texture of the town over their four
decades here, the Bernadoffs are
starting a new chapter.

“We’ve sold the house, but
we’ve got the block at the back
where there’s actually a very nice
little flat,” says Olivia.

“A studio, and perhaps a little
apartment. We, can stick around
because our boys are here, and
we’ve got grandchildren here.”

Gilles adds, “We’d like to go
France for a longer time and it will
just be nice to relax. 

“It’s a big weight off to be out of
the business, now we don’t have to
do that anymore. We’ve done it for
many years. I think it worked for
us, but now it’s time to move on.”

Bernadoff they go
Paul Cockram spoke with Olivia and Gilles

Olivia and Gilles

[above] 1949, [below] 1963 and
[below right] 2022.
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Located in quiet Quiberon Way,
Goulburn, the cottage offers a
warm atmosphere specially de-
signed to be comfortable for older
people. A maximum of four guests
will stay with two staff in the cot-
tage at all times. As part of the
stay, guests enjoy nutritious,
home-style meals prepared fresh
daily. 

Eligible guests can come from as
far afield as Young, the Southern
Tablelands, Cooma and the Snowy
Mountains and the South Coast in-
cluding Bateman’s Bay, Bega and
Eden.

Goulburn resident John Hill-
drup, 87, who lost use of his right
leg following a stroke two years
ago, became one of the first guests
to stay at Candlebark Cottage last
week.

His wife Shirley Hilldrup, 80,
also his carer, said the overnight
respite cottage model was attrac-
tive to them as soon as they saw it.

“Everything is modern and new.
I did not want to put John any-
where that felt like a hospital,” she
said.

“The moment we saw the
brochure we liked what we saw.
The most guests that will stay is
four at a time.”

Shirley used the time John
stayed at the cottage to catch up on
many things that she wanted to do
including shopping at Campbell-
town.

HammondCare Respite Cottages
Manager Evelyn O’Leary said
Candlebark Cottage would offer
more a home-like stay than tradi-
tional aged care accommodation

She said staff at the cottage can
assist with information about eligi-
bility and booking through My
Aged Care.

For more information, call 1800
826166, email support@ham
mond.com.au or visit hammond
careathome.com.au

A new overnight respite cottage in
Goulburn, the first of its kind in
the region, will be a home-away-
from-home available for eligible
older people who are frail or liv-
ing with dementia, supported by
specialist trained staff.

Operated by innovative health
and aged care provider Hammond-
Care, Candlebark Cottage will
offer comfortable accommodation
for eligible people aged 65 years
and over so their carers can take
time out to recharge.

HammondCare At Home Gen-
eral Manager Bay Warburton said
carers can take a break at the cot-
tage secure in the knowledge their
loved one will receive specialised
care in a environment unlike tradi-
tional aged care.

“HammondCare is delighted to
bring to Goulburn its unique rela-
tionship-based model of care, de-
veloped over a 90 year period, that
seeks to understand the needs of
every individual and ensure they
are met,” he said.

“We know that no two people
are the same and their care needs
are different.”

Mr Warburton officially opened
the cottage yesterday together with
Goulburn-Mulwaree

Mayor Peter Walker and Shirley
Hilldrup, wife and carer of first
client John Hilldrup.

Mr Walker said the new respite
service would be a help for many
older people in the region.

“Providing care for someone is
an incredible valuable role, but
sometimes the carer  needs some
time for themselves to help them
keep going – a service like this can
help,” Mr Walker said.

“I am sure that there are many
people in the Goulburn-Mulwaree
Council area that will be looking
forward to make use of such a
service.”

Candlebark Cottage, named
after the commonly-found Euca-
lyptus tree in the region, is a mod-
ern, single-level home with four
private bedrooms, expansive living
spaces and outdoor areas.

Respite care is available at the
cottage for periods of up to 10 con-
secutive nights for older people
 eligible under existing Govern-
ment-subsidised home care or who
can be self-funded.

Goulburn respite cottage opens
Hammond-Care media release

Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

Work with Tombarra 
Accommodation and Events 

At Tombarra overlooking the beautiful
Mongarlowe River we have a range of

indoor/outdoor roles in these busy times.
You’ll have the opportunity to work with a

dedicated team using Covid-safe procedures in
cleaning, gardening and maintenance, supporting
organisations with varying environmental goals,

with respect for guests of all ages and
nationalities.

Must have/obtain ABN, insurance and police
check.

To learn more please contact:
Nicchia on 0448533616 or email:

tombarra1@bigpond.com
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With the date set for the federal election and
campaigning well underway, Queanbeyan
Palerang Council has published its list of
funding priorities to put to the candidates rep-
resenting the two major parties.

While QPRC is one of six local government
areas totally or partially within the Eden-
Monaro boundary, QPRC believes that the
election presents an opportunity to encourage
candidates to consider offering their support for
a range of priority projects important to the
people of Queanbeyan-Palerang. The following
list of projects has been endorsed by Council.

Top 10 Priorities

Finalise sealing of Nerriga Road
Upgrades to Nerriga Road aim to provide a

higher mass limit route, particularly for freight,
from Nowra to the Kings Highway at Braid-
wood. Several sections of the road have been
sealed over recent years. A remaining section
near Nerriga village remains unsealed.  

Estimated cost: $4m  |  Funding sought: $4m
Tarago Road Rehabilitation 

Tarago Road, between Bungendore and
Goulburn, is used extensively by heavy vehi-
cles. The road requires pavement rehabilita-
tion.  

Estimated cost: $3m  |  Funding sought: $3m
Briars Sharrow Bridge Construction

Briars Sharrow low level causeway becomes
impassible during heavy rain events. A bridge
is proposed to replace the causeway.  

Estimated cost: $9m  |  Funding sought: $9m

Reschs Creek Bridge Construction
Reschs Creek low level causeway becomes

impassible during heavy rain events. A bridge
is proposed to replace the causeway.  

Estimated cost: $4.5m   |   Funding sought:
$4.5m
Regional Sports Complex Stage 2

Construction of an indoors sports centre at
the Queanbeyan Regional Sports Complex lo-
cated at Jerrabomberra. The centre would in-
clude four indoor sports courts, allied health
and support rooms.

Estimated cost: $14m   |   Funding sought:
$14m
Bungendore Pool 

Design and construct a new eight-lane, 25m,
indoor heated pool at the Bungendore Sports
Hub.

Estimated cost: $5m  |  Funding sought: $5m
Braidwood Depot relocation

Relocation of Council’s Braidwood depot
will unlock space for a public car park adjacent
to the main street of Braidwood.  

Estimated cost: $10m   |   Funding sought:
$10m
Braidwood Car Park Stage 2 

The development of a public car park adja-
cent to the main street of Braidwood.

Estimated cost: $3m  |  Funding sought: $3m
South Jerra Innovation Hub (warm shell)

Construct an innovation hub at South
Jerrabomberra for research and development
and business start-up. The hub could be oper-
ated by a university partnership and could in-

troduce STEM school pathways into defence,
space, energy and renewables industries in the
nearby business park.  

Estimated cost: $20m   |   Funding sought:
$20m
Queanbeyan Sewage Treatment Plant Up-
grade 

The Queanbeyan Sewage Treatment Plant
was constructed in the mid-1930s. It treats
sewage from Queanbeyan prior to discharge
into the Molonglo River. The plant is no longer
fit-for-purpose. A significant works program is
required to address issues including structural
failure, equipment obsolescence, maintenance
issues and work health and safety issues, as
well as bring the treatment process in line with
modern practices.

Estimated cost: $150m  |  Funding sought:
$75m  |  Council contribution: $75m
Other Priorities 

Additionally, QPRC would like to pursue
funding for:
• Upgrading the sealed sections of Nerriga Road
• Hoskinstown Road Sealing (8.5km)
• Refurbishment of Braidwood Office Level

2 as a Cultural Centre
• Braidwood Main Street with Heritage Treat-

ment
• Queanbeyan Botanic Gardens Stage 1 
• Reconstruct and seal 4km of Captains Flat

Road 
• Reconstruct and seal 4km of Captains Flat

Road, east of Captains Flat. This section of un-
sealed road leads to Cooma Road, south of
Braidwood. 

• Blundell Park Nature Playground 
• Queanbeyan River Walk 
• Morisset Street Multistorey Car Park
• Morisset Street River Boulevard. 

FEDERAL ELECTION 2022

QPRC’s wish list to candidates

Thinking of Downsizing in 1-10 years?
Our villas are ideal for a SMSF investment – a perfect

low-maintenance home to live in later – enjoy a positive cash flow
and an excellent return on your investment. 

We offer a Rental Guarantee too.  
Call Jane to see how it can work for you — 0400 472 577

THE SUMMERFIELDERS by BJG



A couple of weeks ago at the
meeting with our local Federal
member I raised the issue of the
My Aged Care system as it func-
tions in today’s environment.

Background 
Jenny has high-care Alzheimer’s

Dementia, I am her carer and we
have owned land in the district for
almost 30 years.

The current system of care has
only two options; Residential Care
or Home Care.

Residential Care has been
looked into with two recom-
mended places contacted, but I
never received a reply to my en-
quiry. However I did discover that
to enter one of these I would be
 required to put-up a bond of
$500,000 to secure a place.

Home Care 
Recently we were assigned a

level 3 Home Care Package and
started the task of finding a
Provider who, it seems, gets the
funding and distributes it as they
seem fit. Their management fees

vary from 14% /30% on average,
plus everything they do comes
with a charge by them against the
package funds. So of the $35,000
in the package we could, in the
worst case, get maybe 50% of that
in actual support. 

We have to date received won-
derful support from the local multi-
purpose hospital from Trish and
her staff, but we can no longer ac-
cess its services that we had been
using as they are not a provider
under the My Aged Care system.

I opted for a self-managed pack-
age, but to my surprise I have no
control over the actual monies. My
only input is to attempt to find peo-
ple who will be employed by me;
that’s if they jump through all the
hoops and are deemed acceptable
by the provider. I am paying 14%
to my provider to just transfer
money from their bank account to
mine as workers will be paid by
me on the day the work is under-
taken.

Why is there a need for a
 middleman to skim off the major-
ity of the money in the worst cases,

which is supposed to help support
Jenny at home?

In the NDIS system self-man-
aged means the moneys go direct
to the person, or there are two other
options for the provision of serv-
ices. I am aware that not every-
body is happy with that model, but
in the main it is a vast improve-
ment on the one used in My Aged
Care. 

Were the government to com-
bine both models and pick the best
aspects of both and apply as one
program, surely this would result
in savings to the running costs of

the program, and it would shutout
the money grabbing companies
who are bleeding the system for
their own profits.

Was the current system, My
Aged Care, set up this way to con-
tain rising costs, as is the case with
the NDIS and to relieve them-
selves of any responsibility for out-
comes in an era of an aging
population?

The Labor Party has undertaken
to make the companies actually tell
us how much they are stealing
from the government and clients,
what is the long-term advantage of
that to the folks needing the assis-
tance with their care?

In our case Jenny is only 78
years old. What happens when I
am unable to physically and men-
tally cope with her advancing con-
dition? Were I to be able to
manage the funds myself I am sure
that I could employ enough help to
keep us together on the farm,
where we wish to live out our re-
maining lives.

As I said at the meeting, in the
future many of the folks attending
will be facing the same challenges
as we are now with a partner or
parents. I hope for all your sakes
the system has been fixed up by
then.
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Member for Eden-Monaro Kristy McBain at BRAG

Growing old with My Aged Care
Frank Egan from Durran Durra explains how the system needs to be improved

Frank Egan [at right] asks Kristy.

Local Member Kristy McBain [centre] with an appreciative audience including Jenny, [front left] who is cared for by Frank Egan.



On Wednesday 6 April, a delega-
tion of local NSW Teachers Fed-
eration Members attended local
MP Kristy McBain’s Braidwood
Community Meeting. 

Members were seeking to high-
light the inequity in current school
funding agreements between the
State and Commonwealth govern-
ments, particularly the Schooling
Resource Standard (SRS).

The SRS is the standard of
school funding identified in 2010’s
Gonski Review of School Funding
as the minimum funding required
in order for at least 80% of stu-
dents in a school to achieve learn-
ing outcomes above the national
minimum standard in NAPLAN
for reading and numeracy. 

Current funding agreements
mean that (other than in the ACT)
no public school is – or can be –
funded to the SRS standard. This is
despite many Private and Inde-
pendent schools being funded
above 100% of the SRS. 

In real terms, this means that
one-in-eight students in our public
schools are unfunded; that our
local public schools are having to

meet the ever increasing needs of
students without enough funding
or staff to do so effectively. With-
out change to this funding model,
public schools in Eden-Monaro
will receive $78.4 million less than
required to meet the SRS mini-
mum funding amount. 

That means that every public
school student in Eden-Monaro
will miss out on $1,643 of the
funding they need every year.

Local Fed Rep, Alisa Stephens,
questioned Ms McBain directly,
asking whether Labor would com-
mit to fully funding the SRS. The
Australian Education Union’s cur-
rent Every School, Every Child
campaign is calling on the Federal
Government to deliver proper and
fair funding for public schools. 

Labor has committed to increase
capital works spending in public
schools, which is one of the tenets
of this campaign, however, it’s not
enough for schools to just have
quality classrooms; they also need
quality teachers and support staff. 

Ms McBain spoke about her per-

sonal support of the education sec-
tor and educators, stressing the im-
portance of an educated populace
for a strong nation, and committed
to raising SRS funding with
Shadow Education Minister,
Tanya Plibersek. 

Federation members also asked
Ms McBain whether Labor
planned to take action to address
the chronic teacher shortages being
felt across our region and nation.
Ms McBain drew attention to
Labor’s plan to increase the pool of
available teachers, namely through
supporting university placements

across a number degrees including
education.

The NSW Teachers Federation
remains committed to pushing for
all schools to receive the resources
required to allow all students the
best education, regardless of their
background or circumstances.
Local Federation members hope to
meet with other candidates to hear
their views of how to support the
future of public education and re-
solve the staffing crisis. Parents
wishing to know more about teach-
ing unions’ concerns can go to:
www.everyschooleverychild.org.au
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Member for Eden-Monaro Kristy McBain at BRAG
Labor will increase pool
of available teachers
says McBain
Report by Alisa Stephens

Alisa Stephens [right] and supporters of public education with Kristy.
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BRAG MEMBERS’ EXHIBITION on until 24 April

Lesley

Lois

Jo Beej

RobinThree Lesleys

Tom [and Maggie’s ducks]

Jack Erika

Kylie, Tom, Lizzie



Currockbilly Mountain Nursery
of Mongarlowe, Cool Country Na-
tives, Pialligo and Monaro Natives
at Bombala have done a great job
in growing us a very healthy selec-
tion of endemic plants for the proj-
ects re-vegetation program. 

A total of 34 different species
have been grown specifically for
this job including Mountain Pep-
pers, Araluen Red Gums, Coreas,
numerous grasses and under storey
shrubs. 

The Araluen Creek Restoration
Project is funded by the Bushfire
Community Recovery and Re-
silience Fund through the joint
Commonwealth/State Disaster
Recovery Funding. 

The project aims to deliver in
stream works that will support the
creek and its environs into the fu-
ture. 

Project delays expected 
Soil Conservation Service con-

struction work has been postponed
until Spring due to the situation
with the mountain road collapse.
The group has made a socially
conscious decision not to proceed
with the heavy haulage of materi-
als and machinery down the moun-
tain whilst in its current state. The
constant flooding we are experi-
encing is contributing to the delays
as we just haven’t been able to ac-
cess the work sites. 

The remediation of the 13 sites
will deliver stability, reduce sedi-
ment movement, control erosion
and future bank collapses. 

Re-vegetation of sites and
volunteer assistance to plant
trees 

Re-vegetation of the sites will be
rescheduled for a Spring planting
with 1,500 native species to get in
the ground post construction. The
group will be calling on volunteers
to assist in this task. Further infor-
mation will be circulated as we
progress. 
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DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

UPPER DEUA LANDCARE NEWS

Araluen Creek Restoration
Project Update

Tony and Cath from UDCLG with Richard from Currockbilly Nursery delivering
plants to Araluen for project re-vegetation. 

Tank delivery 
The delivery of water tanks to

participants with stock will enable
the remediation and regeneration at
those sites without animal impacts.
Providing off creek watering solu-
tions via a tank and trough set up
will enable best possible outcomes
on site. 

Project information  
Cath Harrison, Project Liaison 
cathharri@gmail.com or
02 48464079.

Bushman’s Tanks delivery to site.



A Power of Attorney in NSW is a
legal document that gives a
trusted person the legal authority
to act for you, and to make legally
binding decisions about your
property and financial affairs.  

Below are 6 top common ques-
tions dealing with Powers of Attor-
ney:

In what circumstances is a
Power of Attorney particularly
useful:

The need for a Power of Attor-
ney can be numerous.  In case of
accident, sudden illness, planned
or unexpected absence, or when
you just can’t cope, you may need
someone to manage your financial
affairs. It doesn’t matter if you are
old or young, in business or not, if
you do a lot of travelling or not,
there are great benefits in having a
Power of Attorney.

Does the Attorney need to be a
lawyer?

The person appointed does not
need to have legal qualifications -
you can appoint anyone.  An ideal
attorney should:
• have integrity;
• be willing to act in that capacity;
• be able to act in a business-like

manner;
• be able to spare the time neces-

sary for the task;
• live in the locality in which they

are to act;
• be agreeable to respecting the

confidentiality of the donor’s af-
fairs; and

• be impartial and have no known
conflict of interest.

Are there different types of
Powers of Attorney?

Yes, there is a General Power of
Attorney and an Enduring Power
of Attorney.

A General Power of Attorney
is:
• only valid while you have legal

capacity;
• useful if you are going away for

an extended period and you do
not want the authority to con-
tinue should you lose legal ca-
pacity; and

• usually drawn up for a specific
purpose with specific powers.

An Enduring Power of Attor-
ney (EPA):
• continues to be valid even if you

lose legal capacity due to disabil-
ity or illness;

• may empower your attorney to
make financial and property de-
cisions; and

• may be activated at a specified
time or upon loss of legal capac-
ity.

Is it better to have more than
one attorney?

We recommend that you do
have more than one Attorney as it
gives you more flexibility.

You can appoint attorneys to act
together, or you can appoint one
person to act, with the other to act
as an alternative.  You can also ap-
point attorneys to act “jointly” or
“severally”.

Should I pay my attorney?
This is not necessary to give

legal affect to the power, and for a
financial power would normally
only be considered if the
attorney(s) is a professional.

How do I know if a person has
sufficient mental capacity
to make a power of attorney?

In general terms they must be
able to:
• understand the major conse-

quences of a decision;
• take responsibility for making

that choice; and
• make a choice based on the risks

and benefits that are important to
them.
If there is any doubt about ca-

pacity, it’s best to get in touch with
a doctor and ask for a written opin-
ion. 

To find out more about Powers
of Attorney and their benefits con-
tact your local lawyer Angela
Backhouse on 6188 3600 or email
angela.backhouse@chamber-
lains.com.au.
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THE LAW Angela Backhouse 

Top six Power of Attorney
questions
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Braidwood Lions Club’s third bi-
ennial Young Writers Festival is
ramping up.  

It was launched by QPRC
Deputy Mayor, Esma Livermore,
and festival patron, Jackie French,
on 24 February. 

Entries will close on 24 June
with an Award Ceremony will be
held in the National Theatre in No-
vember 2022. 

As in the past a book will be
published containing the most out-
standing entries and we are inves-
tigating a possible eBook version
to provide a global reach. 

BPYAA also intends running a
fringe festival this year around the
November awards ceremony date.

With school holidays it is an
ideal time for our budding writers
to start their entries.

The objective of the Young
Writers Festival is to give young
people living or going to school in
our community (defined as the
post code area 2622) the opportu-
nity to write stories, essays or po-
etry on any subject. 

This project encourages young
writers to develop their writing
skills and will provide them an op-
portunity to interact with estab-

lished authors. The entrants’ pieces
will be judged by a panel of promi-
nent authors with some prizes
given for winning entries and en-
couragement awards. 

In addition to eminent local au-
thor, Jackie French as patron,
judges this year for the age groups
will be Robyn Goodwin, Cate
Whittle, Harry Laing, Andrew
Daddo, Julian Davies and Roger
McDonald.

Lions is in the process of invit-
ing the Braidwood Business Com-
munity to provide sponsorship to
this Lions Club project and net
proceeds will be distributed to
needy causes in the Braidwood
district.  

If you have not yet been con-
tacted and would like to be a sup-
porter please contact the
sponsorship coordinator, John
Tuckwell, on 0408 625 156 or
john.tuckwell@outlook.com 

Full Young Writers Festival de-
tails can be found at www.braid-
woodyoungwriters.com. On this
site there is a link to a delightful
movie we had a local filmmaker
Clare Young produce on the 2020
Festival and a video of the 2022
festival launch.

Braidwood Lions Young Writers
Festival 2022 is in full swing
John Tuckwell

AT THE SERVICEMEN’S CLUB

Last Tuesday was the Club’s first Bingo night!
Thanks to all of those who came along, we hope you all enjoyed your-

selves. Our next Bingo session is an afternoon session on Tuesday the
26th of April at 1.00pm. We hope you can make it.

Next session is in
the afternoon.

Tuesday 26 April
1.00 pm.

LODGE OF TRUTH BRAIDWOOD NO. 26
UNITED GRAND LODGE OF NEW SOUTH WALES
AND THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY.

Ever thought of becoming a Freemason?
Freemasonry is made up of men from all walks
of life, serving their community while engaged
self-improvement, building friendships and

seeking excellence in all pursuits 

Lodge of Truth, Braidwood has been in our
community for over 160 years and we invite you

to become a member of Braidwood’s
longest serving fraternity.

If this interests you, please call Phil Shoemark on
0427 422046 for more information about

membership.



Everyone’s bowels are different,
and normal bowel movements can
range from 3 times a day to 3 days
a week. 

We define constipation as two or
more of: 
• 2 or less bowel motions a week
• Straining or a feeling of incom-

plete evacuation
• Hard, lumpy stools 

Constipation should be taken se-
riously – it is easier to manage
early on, and if not properly man-
aged it can lead to haemorrhoids or
bowel impaction. 
What can cause constipation?
• Lack of movement/exercise
• Lack of fluids in diet or dehydra-

tion
• Lack of fibre in diet
• Too much protein in diet (eg. too

much protein powder)
• Certain medications (particularly

opioids eg. Oxycodone; calcium
and iron supplements)

• Certain medical conditions
What to do if you are
experiencing constipation.

If you suspect your medication
is causing the constipation, have a
conversation with your doctor or
pharmacist about what would be
the best option for you. 

If you are over 55 and you expe-
riencing any unexpected change in
bowel habits, or if there is any
blood or mucous in your stools,
you should have a conversation
with your doctor as it may be a
medical condition that is causing
the problem.

Otherwise, increasing your fibre,
water and movement are the first
things to go to. If this isn’t working
after a few days, come into the
pharmacy to have a chat with our

friendly team about the product
that would best support you.
(Don’t be shy – our job is to have
conversations about your poo!)
Diarrhoea 

An increase in how often you
pass a bowel motion or/and a de-
crease in stool form. 
What can cause diarrhoea?
• Viral infections (eg. Gastroen-

teritis/gastro) – covid 19 is one
of the viruses that can do this

• Bacterial infections 
• Certain medical conditions 
• Certain medications (eg. Magne-

sium supplements)
What to do if you are experienc-
ing diarrhoea

If you are able to still carry out
your daily activities and it has been
less than a week you can safely
manage at home. Replacing lost
electrolytes and water with a rehy-
dration drink such as hydrolyte is
a good idea.  

If there is any blood or mucous
in stools, it has been longer than a
week, you have severe stomach
pain, a fever or you can’t continue
with your normal life it is worth
getting checked out by a doctor. 
Other tips and tricks for
hygiene down under 
• Wipe front to back (especially

for people with a vagina – this
prevents faecal matter being
wiped into the vagina which in-
creases the risk for urinary tract
infections) 

• Wash you hands before eating
and after going to the bathroom
– this prevents the spread of
worms (you need to eat the eggs
to become infected) 

• Probiotics are a great way to as-
sist with gut health.
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What is constipation? 
Juliet, intern at Capital Chemist Braidwood

Winter doses avaiable (4th doses) of COVID vaccines for
those who are eligible (over 65s, immunocompromised

over 16 and Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islanders over 50),
It must be at least FOUR months after your 

3rd dose.

NSW Farmers Vice President
Xavier Martin says the decision to
renew petroleum exploration li-
censes in the Liverpool Plains is a
very disappointing given the agri-
cultural productivity of the land
and water in the region.

This week the NSW
Government quietly renewed

coal seam gas exploration
tenements owned by Santos.
Mr Martin, a grain farmer from

the area, said NSW Farmers policy
was that CSG posed an unaccept-
able and unmanageable risk to the
water resources, soil and air qual-
ity, local food and fibre production
and rural communities.

“There is a finite amount of
highly fertile, productive agricul-
tural land in this country, and we
must be very careful about how we
use it,” Mr Martin said.

“Australia feeds 75 million peo-
ple every year and there are in-

creasing demands for food from
our healthy plants and healthy ani-
mals.

“Once agricultural land is lost it
is lost forever, and it is disappoint-
ing to see this decision leave the
gate open for developments that
are just not right for this area.”

Mr Martin said the fact remained
the full impact of this exploration
was unknown.

“We don’t know what might
happen to our land and water, and
what irreparable damage might be
caused,” Mr Martin said.

“We need to protect the Liver-
pool Plains, as it is an iconic food
producing region, from degrada-
tion by coal and coal seam gas de-
velopment.

“If the NSW Government does
not heed warnings about the risk of
long-term damage to land and
water resources, then it must take
full responsibility and liability for
any damage.”

Agricultural productivity
must not be forgotten
NSW Farmers media release

Tanya Lamont correctly guessed the number of eggs in the Ray White comp.



Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council is again partnering with
the Bendigo Bank’s Braidwood
and Bungendore Community
Branches to bring $12,000 in
prizes to artists in our local gov-
ernment area.

The 2022 Major Art Prize is a
$5,000 Acquisitive Award with the
winning artwork to join Council’s
growing art collection.

There are another four prizes;
the $3,000 3D Award for small
sculpture and objects in any
medium, the $2,000 Emerging
Artist Award (category expanded
to include 18-29 year olds), the
$1,000 Bendigo Pick Prize, chosen
by the management board of our
sponsor, for a work they fall in
love with, and lastly, but not  
least, the $1,000 People’s Choice
Award.

The People’s Choice award is
voted by our viewers during the
exhibition which runs from 12
May to 11 June. The award will be
announced on Council’s Facebook
and Instagram pages after the close
of the exhibition.

The QPRC 2022 Art Awards &
Exhibition will take place in The Q
Exhibition Space, which is part of
the Queanbeyan Performing Arts
Centre, with the Official Opening
& Awards Ceremony taking place
on Thursday 12 May. The Exhibi-
tion will be open to the Public from
13 May to 11 June, Tuesday to Sat-
urday 10am to 4pm.

 Artworks will be jointly judged
by respected independent arts pro-
fessionals from the region, who
will be announced soon.

‘The QPRC region punches
above its weight in artistic talent,
making the judging process a chal-
lenging but rewarding process.
Last year we had just over 70
works submitted which was a tes-
tament to the talent out there,’
stated Janita Byrne, Council’s
Team Leader for Culture, Arts and
Museums.

 You can register your works on-
line at  www.qprc.nsw.gov.au/art-
award until 27 April or contact the
Culture and Arts team for assis-
tance and further information via
Cultural.Services@qprc.nsw.gov.au
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QPRC Art Awards
return in May 2022

SMS Line 0419 722 578 ne 0419 722 578SMS Line 0419 722 578

A critical shortage of affordable
housing has impacted our local
communities for several years. 

In March 2021 the BCA created
a Community Housing sub-com-
mittee to research the housing
problems facing our community.
Covid and the continual rains have
delayed our work in this space.  A
small group led by BCA Secretary
Sarah Leheny has continued to
meet and explore ways to follow
up the issues with governments as
well as other housing organisa-
tions. 

The past few months have been
taken up with:
• surveying the locals regarding

their current housing  situations
and requirements for affordable
housing;

• speaking with the local Real Es-
tate Agents about housing  and
rental trends in Braidwood, their
waiting lists, and local housing
stocks;

• researching what has been hap-
pening in other forward-thinking
LGAs, speaking with them and
getting their advice and guidance;
and

• working out our next steps.
Our new council has some very

proactive and socially-minded
councillors and they recently
voted for the council to create an
Affordable Housing Strategy. We
are keen to participate in this
process and provide whatever as-
sistance they might need.

We have been speaking with the
Housing Matters Action Group.
They are a group from the Bellin-
gen / Nambucca area who formed
5 years ago and have recently been
successful in partnering to build 40
apartments for women over 55.
They are extremely well regarded
and are an amazing group. 

Sarah Leheny has been speaking
with their Secretary and recently
attended their monthly meeting
(via Zoom). They have offered to
give us any assistance we require

and are keen to follow our
progress.

Sue Murray and Sarah recently
met with the Dargues gold mine
managers to discuss the impact of
the mine on Braidwood’s housing
stock (rental and purchase).
Recognising, of course, that there
are other issues affecting the local
accommodation situation. 

They were very receptive to the
chat and understood our position.
They have been quite proactive be-
hind the scenes to secure more
housing for their employees, and
have been having their own per-
sonal accommodation issues.

We also spoke with Madeleine
Boulton who is the Director, Re-
gional Housing Policy for the De-
partment of Regional NSW and is
working with select NSW LGAs
(including QPRC) to draft Re-
gional  Housing Delivery Plans.
These plans don’t force the council
to act, but having a plan will make
it easier for them and give them a
plan to follow.

Due to the fact that we have a
very new local council, and have
an impending federal election, we
think our focus for the next cou-
ple of months should be speaking
with, and lobbying, councillors and
our state and federal members. 

Whilst they are on the election
trail (MPs) and starting to think
about drafting strategies and poli-
cies (QPRC), they need to know of
the dire need we have for afford-
able housing and be continually re-
minded of the commitment  we
have in the community to do some-
thing real about it.

If you feel strongly about any of
these initiatives, and feel you have
skills to offer in these areas, please
get in touch with us. We would
love to have more active commu-
nity players in this space.  

Email Sarah at secretary@braid
woodcommunity.org.au if you
would like to be involved in any
way.

Local affordable housing
Braidwood Community Association
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Visitors to the lovely Warwick-
shire market town of Stratford-
upon-Avon on and around 23rd
April have been thin on the
ground since COVID hit. 

The Bard himself was born
about then, in 1564 (d.1616), the
first son of  the local leather-
worker. John Shakespeare spe-
cialised in the soft white leather
used for gloves. Normally there are
big birthday festivities but these
haven’t been allowed for two or
three years. Hopefully they’re on
again this year, maybe soon after
you read this. 

However, this article is not about
what William Shakespeare wrote;
you can read the plays yourself.
My favourite is Twelfth Night; I
favour feisty heroines. 

This article concerns books
about Shakespeare. 

I’ll begin with Hamnet, by Mag-
gie O’Farrell, Hachette, London,
2020. 

This won The Women’s Prize
for Fiction and The National Book
Critics’ Circle Award for Fiction.
The book  supposes Shakespeare
named that particular play after his
son, who died at age eleven. The
spelling of names then was fluid.
Most people were sub-literate at
best, hence the popularity of play-
houses, where you were told
things.  It was possible to make a
good living, better than one might
as a glover. 

This feminist re-imagining of
Shakespeare’s life as a husband
and father is seen through the eyes

of his wife, Agnes. This is an alter-
native spelling of Anne and may
have been pronounced ‘Annis.’ It
helps the reader gain distance from
the conventional Anne Hathaway
myth, as she’s seen here as a
herbalist, a seer, something of a
wild woman. 

Agnes recognises a specialness
in this somewhat younger man
who is seen as a failure by his fam-
ily and the townspeople. He is to
her ‘differently abled’ and needs to
seek his fortune in London.  Will
quickly becomes wealthy and re-
spected and can buy property back
in Stratford. 

The loss of their son Hamnet,
twin to Judith, is here attributed to
bubonic plague, the Black Death,
and is quite harrowing. The griev-
ing of a father, a mother, two sis-
ters, is so poignantly delineated it
is almost unbearable to read. This
could be a textbook on grief. 

Will recovers soonest, as his
work calls him and he has a living
to make. But Agnes? “Every
golden-haired child in the street
puts on his gait, his aspect, his
character … the streets are full of
Hamnets.” Judith, the twin,  feels
equally at a loss: “ I am only half a
person without you.” 

In the end, the suggestion is that
the new play  Hamlet provides the
catharsis. It’s what the golden child
might have become ‘for he is
likely, had he been put on, to have
proved most royal.’ (That’s Fortin-
bras, at the end of the play). The
dates fit, the alternative spelling

was an accepted one, so there’s no
doubt about authorship. 

Then we have Bill Bryson’s
Shakespeare, HarperPress, Great
Britain, 2007. Bryson’s light, en-
tertaining book attempts to make
sense of the man behind the mas-
terpieces. Was ever less known
about someone who wrote so
much? As we don’t his exact birth-
date — St George’s Day is a com-
promise— we don’t know how he
pronounced his name, let alone
how he spelt it. In the signatures
that survive, it’s never the same
way twice: WillmShakspe,
William Shakspere, Willm Shaks-
peare among others, but curiously,
never the way it’s spelt now. And
did he pronounce it ‘shack’ or
‘shake?’ 

Writing anonymously or under a
pseudonym in Elizabethan Eng-
land wasn’t rare. If you said the
wrong thing in the wrong place to
the wrong person, punishment
could be severe. You could lose a
hand.  Maggie O’Farrell envisages
Shakespeare as ‘a hand, holding an
ink-dipped feather, …as words un-
furl from its tip.’

So, Bill Bryson has focussed on
those words. Shakespeare was first
to use words like ‘accommoda-
tion,’ ‘dishearten,’ ‘monumental,’
‘aerial,’ ‘gnarled. His characters
refer to ‘love’ 2,259 times but
‘hate’ just 183 times.

In all, he left us 884,647 words.
Some phrases in common use now
are Shakespeare’s: ‘green-eyed

monster,’ the world is my oyster,’
‘wear your heart on your sleeve,’
‘fight fire with fire,’ ‘vanish into
thin air,’ … even ‘knock! knock!
who’s there?’

So is there really doubt that
the person we know as William

Shakespeare, whatever the
spelling or pronunciation or
birthdate, actually wrote all

that text? 

There’s no particular informa-
tion about Shakespeare’s studies.
Can we prove he even went to the
local grammar school to acquire
his famous ‘little Latin and less
Greek?’ 

Did he travel? Where could he
have got his extensive knowledge
of such specialised subjects as
medicine, law, horsemanship, fal-
conry, military tactics, philosophy,
navigation, and so very much
more?

One highly educated and highly
literate suspect is Edward de Vere
(1550–1604), 17th Earl of Oxford.
He sponsored a troupe of boy ac-
tors at Blackfriars Theatre, and
travelled extensively overseas, in-
cluding to many of the settings for
the plays.  

There’s also Ben Jonson, Fran-
cis Bacon, Christopher Marlowe
… or even Queen Elizabeth her-
self. 

As a reader, do I care? No. 
I’ll just echo Hamlet/Hamnet,

“The rest is silence.”
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BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

“The play’s the thing”
WILLIAM  SHAKESPEARE 

Braidwood Folk Music Club Concert

THIS THURSDAY 21st APRIL
6:30pm at the Uniting Church,

Cnr Monkittee and Duncan Streets.
Folk club event featuring iconic singer-

songwriter Bruce Watson.
Come along, enjoy the show and meet up with

old/ new friends who enjoy folk-style and
accoustic music.

If inclined you can also register to perform a
song or poem as a floor spot in a friendly and

inviting atmosphere.
(please email us re floor spots at
braidwoodfolkclub@gmail.com)

Adults $20/ $15 for folk club members and
kids under 16 free.

Dine & Discover $25 vouchers can be
redeemed if paying via Humanitix.

Would love to see you there!
William Shakespeare reciting his play Hamlet to his family. His wife, Anne
Hathaway, is sitting in the chair on the right; his son Hamnet is behind him on
the left; his two daughters Susanna and Judith are on the right and left of him.



News
trivia
How well have you
been paying attention?
n What date is the federal
election to be held?
n How did Prime Minister
Morrison erroneously
address a journalist this
week?
n What festival was held
in Canberra over Easter
(for the first time since the
pandemic)?
n Which federal
electorate is former NSW
Transport Minister
Andrew Constance
contesting?
n The government is
proposing the reinterment
of the remains of two
ancient Indigenous
people. By what names
are they known?
n Which (former) local
artist is currently
exhibiting at Braidwood’s
fYRE Gallery?
n Which country did the
Australian Women’s
Cricket Team beat to take
out the World Cup?
n One Australian featured
in the list of 2022 Oscar
winners. Who was it and
what was the award for?
n Who is the current
federal health minister,
resigning at this election?
n One woman died and
three others required
treatment after being
rescued in the surf on the
south coast over the
weekend. Which beach
were they at?

Answers:1. 21 May; 2. “Mr
Speaker”; 3. National Folk
Festival; 4. Gilmore; 5.
Mungo Man and Mungo
Lady; 6. Ian Henderson; 7.
England; 8. Greig Fraser,
Best Cinematography
(Dune);  9. Greg Hunt; 10.
Surf Beach (Batemans
Bay)

???
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WHAT’S HAPPENING with Laura E Moriarty

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

A new storefront has opened up
on Wallace Street while your cor-
respondent has been recuperating
from her sprained ankle. 

The storefront is known as
Braidwood Art and General. They
carry art supplies as well as general
dry goods, and are open five days
a week, closed Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. They are in the space
where Country Workbox used to
be, and the two women running it
are excellent.

—  * — * — * —
As for what’s on this week,

there’s a lot going on in terms of
continued gatherings, now that
your correspondent has access to
the Braidwood Community Asso-
ciation’s events calendar, which is
a great resource. A massive thank
you to John Tuckwell for showing
it to me. So from here on out, you
can expect to see more than just
what’s playing at various venues
throughout the fortnight.

—  * — * — * —
But first, let’s start with what’s

going on this weekend at the
Smokey Horse! They have a Satur-
day Session starring Too Slow Joe
from the south coast, who bring a
mixture of delta blues, country
punk, and stoner rock to their
music. Afterwards, it’s open mic!
It starts at 3pm.

—  * — * — * —
At the Royal Mail this weekend,

they have Mini and the Moonrak-
ers playing on Saturday 23rd April,
and on ANZAC Day, there will be
a pipe band playing over lunch,
following the ANZAC Parade.
There will also be games of Two-
Up available at the Royal Mail all
weekend.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Yoga Studio have a

new Breath Awareness Course,
which will be run from either the
yoga studio or via Zoom. As it is
an immersive eight week course,
there will be no drop-in sessions
available, so contact Bishnu on
0403 289 959 to join.

—  * — * — * —
The Garden Club have a charm-

ingly-named autumnal ramble
through the town’s main streets on
the 6th May from 9 am to 11 am.
It will be led by Mary Appleby, a
local expert in Braidwood’s flora
and fauna. It will commence from
the rotunda up at Ryrie Park, on
the corner of Wallace and Wilson

streets, and for members of the
Garden Club, it will be free— for
those who are not members, it will
be a very low-cost price of $5.
braidwoodgardenclub@gmail.com

—  * — * — * —
The UnWasted Festival is run-

ning this week, having commenced
by the time this is published. This
festival is hosted by BYPAA, and
runs for three days. The culmina-
tion of the festival is the Young
Makers’ Market on 23rd April.

—  * — * — * —
Studio Altenburg has two exhi-

bitions running concurrently in
their two gallery spaces. In Gallery
One, Julie Mia Holmes is showing
her Wild Abandon exhibition.
Holmes is a fine printmaker from
Moruya. In Gallery Two, Glenda
Fell Jones, Braidwood artist,
shows her paintings “from Ar-
aluen”. Meet the artists This Friday
22nd April at 6pm, with guest
speaker Kim Mahood - artist and
well known writer from Wamboin,
NSW. Exhibitions continue to May
14th. Gallery hours Fri - Mon 10-
4.

—  * — * — * —
Tai Chi is on at the Braidwood

Serviceman’s Club on Friday 22nd
April, from 10-11 am. Turn up,
and it’s a donation to participate. 

—  * — * — * —
Braidy Baby will be on at the

usual time of 10am on Friday at the
CWA Rooms on Wallace Street.

This group provides support, re-
sources, and kinship for pregnancy
and early motherhood. Hosted by
local birth and postpartum doula,
Rose Ricketson. Please contact her
on 0449 187 430 to let her know
you are coming. 

—  * — * — * —
The Serviceman’s Club is host-

ing their annual ANZAC Day
Gunfire Breakfast following the
Dawn Service. Everyone welcome.
Two-Up will commence from
2pm.

—  * — * — * —
ANZAC Day services include

the Dawn Ceremony at 6am, fol-
lowed by the main service at
10:30am at Ryrie Park. The usual
road closures will apply this year
to Wallace Street, Lascelles Street,
Wilson Street, and Park Lane.

—  * — * — * —
The CWA have their weekly

Mahjong session on Thursday 21st
April from 10 am.

—  * — * — * —
The Folk Club meet this week

on Thursday at the Uniting Church
on Duncan Street/Monkittee Street
from 6:30pm.

—  * — * — * —
Parkrun will be on this week on

Saturday 23rd April at the Show-
grounds from 7:45 am for an 8am
start. 

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood’s Changing Times

readers are invited to a great FREE
documentary screening of “Little
Stones” at the Braidwood Theatre
on Sunday the 1st of May 4-6pm.
It is the true story of four women
around the world trying to create
positive change and empower
other women through art. 

—  * — * — * —
Casanova’s is back and open

Wednesdays through Saturdays,
with full eating-in provided.
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Artplan Graphics, publisher of Braidwood’s Changing Times
can photocopy, scan and print for you. Our services include:

4 scanning and retouching
4 black and white photocopying up to A3
4 collating books, stapling and trimming
4 inkjet colour prints up to 420 wide by any length
4 plain paper colour prints up to A0 size
4 architect’s plans and perspectives up to A0 size
4 editing, writing, layout design and publishing.

0417 459 775  paul@artplan.com.au

Braidwood Anglican Church
So often in the modern day we operate on the
principle that ‘Seeing is Believing!’ 

Too often we are only convinced of some-
thing if we can reach out and touch it or see it
with our own eyes. There is an experience just
like that recorded in John’s Gospel chapter 20
verses 19 to 31. After the events of Easter Jesus
was seen in resurrected form and yet some peo-
ple had difficulty grappling with that reality de-
spite prophecies to the effect that he would
indeed be raised from the dead. 

The first visitors to the empty tomb  could
not believe why or how the security stone had
been rolled away. Where was this person who
had been buried and supposedly secured just
three days earlier? Ten of Jesus’ closest disci-
ples were holed up in a room for fear of further
persecution or reprisals because they were sim-
ply close associates of someone branded a trai-
tor or false Messiah. (Obviously Judas was
ostracised but Thomas too was not there). 

When Jesus, in bodily form, entered the room
he openly displayed the wounds in his hands
and side, in this instance it really was a case of,
‘Seeing is Believing!’ In the intimacy and
warmth of that moment Jesus revealed all the
disciples needed to see to convince them that
here indeed was a real life situation. Doubt was
erased in and instant and they were filled with
joy and happiness at the sight of their Lord and
Master.

There are no grounds or room for scepticism
here because the eyewitnesses had seen all that
was necessary for their doubts and hesitation to
be erased and evaporate.   Imagine the shock
and surprise of Thomas when he returned to
find the other disciples loudly proclaiming:
‘We have seen the Lord!’ Thomas wasn’t
known as a doubter when Jesus was alive prior
to the crucifixion. In fact, he was a fierce fol-
lower and believer. The reaction of Thomas in
this moment caused ripples of discontent be-
cause he wanted the visible evidence before he
would be totally convinced.

A week after the initial appearance and ab-
sence the disciples were together again, this
time with Thomas in attendance. Jesus again
appeared on the scene lovingly inviting
Thomas to reach out and touch the nail scars in
his hands and to place his hand in the wounded
side. Jesus issued a mild rebuke: ‘Stop doubting
and believe!’ Overcome with emotion and guilt
Thomas responded, “My Lord and My God!”
Importantly Jesus did not condemn Thomas but
gently shared some wisdom for Thomas to con-
template: “Thomas, do you have faith only be-
cause you have seen me? People who have faith
in me without seeing me are the ones who are
really blessed!”. 

Today we cannot depend on the ‘Seeing is
Believing!’ strategy when there is a massive
volume of compelling evidence to support the
resurrection of Jesus. Faith essentially is a re-
action or response to credible and verifiable ev-

idence which was seen by these eyewitnesses.
It is not without some considerable signifi-

cance that Jesus made the effort to come back
for Thomas to erase his doubts and misgivings.
Jesus made the judgement that Thomas was
worth coming back for despite his lapses and
mistakes. It is the same love and forgiveness
that today reaches out to each of us inviting us
to live in relationship with God through Jesus
Christ in the afterglow of the Resurrection.

—  * — * — * —
You would be most welcome to join us in St

Andrew’s Anglican church, Elrington St,
Braidwood, next Sunday 24th April : 10am for
a service of Prayer and Praise which will in-
clude commemoration to the fallen featuring
the story of Percy James Hush, a Braidwood
born soldier who died in Burma 1943.

Morning tea will be served after the service.
(Rev.) Rick Lewis

Braidwood Uniting Church
Isaiah spoke of Jesus bringing, “…a crown of
beauty  instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead
of mourning, and a garment of praise instead
of a spirit of despair.

(We) will be called oaks of righteousness, a
planting  of the   Lord for the display of his
splendour” Isaiah 61:3.  The life,  death, resur-
rection and ascension of Jesus the Christ is all
about bringing beauty, joy, praise and knowing
that we are “all-good” with God. We pray your
life continues to grow into a vibrant, cruciform-
shaped life that displays the glory  of our self-
giving, radically forgiving, co-suffering God.

Blessings from Dr Julie Fletcher and the con-
gregation  of Braidwood Uniting Church. Wor-
ship, Sunday 10am,  and join the community at
6pm for Radio Church, 88.9fm. 

Weekly Garage Sale, Wednesday 9-3. 
Cnr Duncan and Monkittee Streets .

Meet the Mayor on May 3rd
Mayor Kenrick Winchester will be our guest at the next meeting of the
Braidwood Community Association on Tuesday May 3rd from 5.30-
7.00pm. Councillors Katrina Willis and John Preston have also accepted
our invitation to attend the meeting.
This meeting provides an opportunity for residents to air any ideas,
concerns or queries  directly with the Mayor and Councillors. All residents
are welcome at our general meetings. 
To assist in planning the meeting, residents are encouraged to submit any
ideas, issues or questions in advance to: info@braidwoodcommunity.org.au
BCA membership is open to all full or part-time residents of Braidwood and
district. Membership forms are available at the Braidwood Community
Bank, or on our website: www.braidwoodcommunity.org.au  
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STAR TIMES

GOLF NEWS

Icannottellaliefromtruth
Older readers might well remem-
ber the British cop shows on the
ABC TV. The Sweeny and early
episodes of The Bill for instance.
In those days a crook would be
busted with a stern cry of, “You’re
nicked sunshine!” and quite often
the apprehended lag would reply,
“It’s a fair cop gov’nor”. So fast-
forward to today’s language, the
Star Casino inquiry for example.
Asked whether she was unethical
in some of her dealings, the Star’s
‘chief legal and risk officer’ said, “I
do agree that there are areas
where I could have done better in
doing the right thing.’’ The Star
Group’s general counsel, when
asked if he hadn’t always followed
lawful process, added helpfully,
‘‘There may have been some ex-
amples that I had been made
aware of’’. Is that a fair cop? 

ButIcanseeyoutheysay
One of the wonders of the modern
world is of course why it’s only the
dark grey cars that don’t turn on
their headlights in the sleety, rainy
low-light times. And another thing
while I’m at it. Our road now has
so many warning signs that the re-
flected glare at night means not
knowing where the potholes are
actually hiding.

Goodhealthisnowelective
Waiting lists are now so long in
the public hospital system that
parents are being advised to book
their children in at birth. A govern-
ment spokesquack said, “If little
Liam or Amelia looks a bit peaky
about the gills, it might pay to
book a post-natal Ear, Nose &
Throat consultation to ensure
they’ll be seen before they finish
school or maybe even university”.

Feelthealgorithmoflife
Elon Musk wants to take over
Twitter to make it more ‘democra-
tic’. Watch out! The wily old space
cadet thinks there’s too much con-
trol over what people perceive as
the truth. If you say something
often enough and loudly enough,
does that make it true? Maybe not,
but it impresses the algorithm. It
could be argued that, based on re-
cent history, ideologues with four-
letter surnames have a better than
even chance of becoming Presi-
dent of the United States. “Make
America Musk.” It has a nice ring
to it — like a lifesaver with a hole
in the middle where the humanity
and decency used to be.

Hatingyourownpeople
And so to the party machine
where ordinary members need to
be reminded that they’re in the
packing department not the
boardroom. As party hack extra-
ordinaire Phillip Ruddock said:
“I’ve never been a commentator
on these sorts of issues, but I
never say never”.
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299

The annual Mona Cup, spon-
sored by Bill and Belinda Pulver,
was held on Easter Saturday. Al-
though the Pulvers were unable to
play due to hosting a special event
at Mona Farm, the perfect autumn
weather brought out a good field of
players. Thanks to the Pulvers for
their ongoing generous sponsor-
ship of this event.

The rain-postponed ladies
Bronze Shield Pennants game will
be held this Friday, 22 April. Our
ladies team is so far undefeated
after three rounds and will be hop-
ing to keep their finals chances
alive with a home game against
Murrumbidgee. The final round
will be held the following week at
RMC.
Results: 

Saturday April 16 - MONA
CUP- 4 Person Ambrose 

Winners: Keith Morgan, Chris
Witt, Anaru Tahana, John Fildissis
55

Runners Up: Spiro Agnew,
Donna Kuhn, Allan Walcott, Tom
Duffy 58

3rd Place: Nelson Sargent, Bren-
dan Booker, Keith Ferguson, Deb
Ferguson 59

Balls: Lorinda Stuart, Fran Mc-
Grath, Kerry Noble, Barb Stuart 59 

Brendan Sly, Rod Royds, Simon
Royds, Roger Hovey 60 

NTP Men 6/15: Pat Martin 
NTP Women: Not Won 
Jackpot 8th ($20): Not Won 

Coming Events 
April 23 Saturday: ANZAC

DAY WEEKEND Match Commit-
tee Special Event 

6 x 6 x 6 Medley 2BBB 
April 30 Saturday: Men’s 2BBB

Stableford - Peter Young & Aaron
Clarke Trophy 

Women’s 2BBB Stableford –
Helen Goddard Memorial Trophy 

May 7 Saturday: 2BBB Medley
Stableford- Braidwood IGA Tro-
phy 

May 8 Sunday: Mother’s Day 
May 14 Saturday: Men’s Single

Stableford – David Goddard Tro-
phy 

Women’s Single Stableford –
Braidwood Hair Studio Trophy 

May 21 Saturday: Committee
Meeting 10.30am 

Men’s & Women’s Stroke &
Monthly Medals 

Men’s & Women’s Champi-
onship Round 1 

May 22 Sunday: Men’s &
Women’s Championship Round 2 

May 28 Saturday: Men’s &
Women’s Championship Round 3

Mona Cup draws a full field

BRAIDWOOD
ONLY AN

HOUR FROM
BIG SMOKE
BY PHONE


