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A few weeks ago Eden-Monaro
was one of the most marginal
electorates in the country, held by
a mere 350 votes. 

An election swing of 8% to the
incumbent, however, has Kristy
McBain comfortably re-elected
and Eden-Monaro looking like a
safe seat.

Ms McBain is not taking the win

for granted, however, and when
the Changing Times spoke with
her last week she was already well
on track for the commencement of
the new term of parliament, al-
though this time from the govern-
ment benches.

“There’s a range of election

Big swing to McBain
Robin Tennant-Wood

BE BRAVE. MAKE CHANGE.
Reconciliation Week in Braidwood ... page 3

BCS students, Clementine and Logan, attend Sorry Day at the Dhurga Rock.

Our local member Kristy McBain.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

The balance of change
and continuity

Eden-Monaro in government
... continued from page 1

commitments I want to see imple-
mented as soon as possible,” she
said. 

Primary among these is telecom-
munications. 

“We’ll start with the mobile
blackspots on the transport corri-
dors,” she said. “We need to re-
duce these blackspots. I’ll be
working with the Minister for
Communications and the telco
providers to address these as soon
as we can.”

She said that the government has
also committed $200 million for
resilience and preparation for fu-
ture natural disasters. 

“It’s clear that these events are
going to happen and it’s important
to invest money up front to assist
communities prepare rather than
waiting for a disaster and then have
to spend even more money in re-
covery.” 

Eden-Monaro is a huge and very
diverse electorate but Ms McBain
said that there were several issues
that arose during the campaign
across the entire spread of the elec-
torate. 

“Integrity in politics was an
issue that kept coming up as well
as climate change,” she said,
adding, “climate change more gen-
erally than just the fires – the

whole issue. People want action.” 
The ALP’s key policy area of

aged care was also important in
this electorate. Ms McBain said
that there are two aged care facili-
ties down the coast that have had
to close or reduce beds due to
staffing problems. 

She said there is a lot of potential
for this region to benefit from
Labor’s Powering Australia plan for
regional investment and people

were curious to know more.
“In the end, though,” she said,

“all politics is local and people
want a member to represent them
rather than play partisan politics. 

“It’s important to go to where
the people are rather than expect
them to come to us.” 

Since being elected to the seat in
June 2020, Ms McBain has
clocked up over 100,000 kilome-
tres travelling around the elec-
torate. She believes in local
representation and, as the election
result showed, so does Eden-
Monaro.

A close result for Gilmore
Our neighbouring electorate of

Gilmore went right down to the
wire. Late Tuesday, 10 days after
the election, incumbent member,
Labor’s Fiona Phillips, claimed
victory in the seat with it becoming
the 77th seat in the new govern-
ment. Liberal’s Andrew Con-
stance, the former state member
for South Coast and Transport
Minister in the Berejiklian govern-
ment, was a strong challenger on
the back of his local representation,
particularly during the Black
 Summer fires.

The theme for this year’s Recon-
ciliation Week is change. 

In the specific context of Recon-
ciliation, this refers to making
changes as individuals and com-
munities to tackle the unfinished
business of reconciliation towards
a more just, inclusive and equitable
society.

More broadly, however, the con-
cepts of bravery and change are in-
extricably linked. For most people,
change is hard and sometimes
downright scary. It is also in-
evitable. Nothing stays the same;
everything changes. 

Change can be sudden and rev-
olutionary, or it can be gradual and
incremental. In most cases it is also

a delicate balancing act. We need
to assess what is to be maintained
at the same time as moving to-
wards something different. History
and culture are important to social
continuity: it is from these we learn
the lessons for the future. And his-
tory isn’t always pretty.

For many years the ‘official’ his-
tory of Australia obliterated the
parts that were not in accordance
with the cultural myth. The mas-
sacres of aboriginal people on their
own land, displacement, slavery
and child stealing were conve-
niently covered up in favour of the
myth of terra nullius and the grand
colonial vision. It is only through
the revealing of these that we have

been able to begin to reconcile In-
digenous and white Australia. 

Last week Australia changed
its government. The new
parliament will contain a
record 10 members who

identify as Indigenous. 

When the 47th Parliament is of-
ficially opened by the Governor-
General, three members of the
House of Representatives and
seven senators will take their seats
representing not only their elec-
torates but also around 60,000
years of Australian history and the
world’s longest continuous civi-
lization. Change and history in bal-
ance. 

One of the big changes we can
make as a nation, and one which
the new prime minister has com-
mitted to begin, is the Uluru State-
ment from the Heart which calls
for a Voice to Parliament. The im-
plementation of this will require
constitutional change to enshrine a

formal Indigenous body to provide
advice to government on policy
and legislative matters concerning
Indigenous people.

In order for this to happen, the
question will need to go to the
Australian people in the form of a
referendum. Since federation there
have been 44 referenda put to the
Australian public of which only
eight have been passed. 

In 1967 we voted to include
 aboriginal people in the national
census and to enable the Common -
wealth rather than the states to
make laws governing aboriginal
people. At some point in the com-
ing term of parliament it is likely
we will be asked to take the next
step in making change to advance
Reconciliation through the creation
of a constitutionally enshrined
 Indigenous Voice. 

Embracing such change can
only make us stronger, braver and
more compassionate as a nation
and as a united people going
 forward.

The new Australian government — “not a good outcome for men in suits”, as one local wag put it.
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St Bede’s Social Justice Group
led the Sorry Day ceremony last
Thursday to begin Reconciliation
Week.

Addressing the gathering at the
Dhurga Rock, Michael Crosby
stressed the importance of former
Prime Minister Rudd’s national
apology to the stolen generation as
being a turning point in the na-
tion’s healing.

Representing Two Fires Festival
Inc, Julia Green read Judith
Wright’s poem, Two Dreamtimes
(for Kath Walker), in which
Wright directly addresses her fel-
low poet, contemporary and In-
digenous elder, Kath Walker
(Oodgeroo Noonucul), and speaks
of the racial gulf that separated
them and laments the sorrow in-
flicted upon Walker’s people by
the colonisers.

Students from BCS and St
Bede’s attended the short cere-
mony along with a group of local
residents.

The theme for this year’s Recon-

ciliation Week is “Be Brave, Make
Change.” The Reconciliation
Council describes this as “a chal-
lenge to all Australians— individ-
uals, families, communities,
organisations and government—to
Be Brave and tackle the unfinished
business of reconciliation so we
can Make Change for the benefit
of all Australians.”

Last year Reconciliation Aus-
tralia encouraged all Australians to
take action; not just in National
Reconciliation Week but every
week of the year.

This year they are asking
everyone to make change

beginning with brave actions in
their daily lives – where they
live, work, play and socialise.

National Reconciliation Week—
27 May to 3 June—is a time for all
Australians to learn about our
shared histories, cultures, and
achievements, and to explore how
each of us can contribute to achiev-
ing reconciliation in Australia.

Reconciliation Week
marked in Braidwood
Robin Tennant-Wood

DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

Julia Green reads Judith Wright's
Two Dreamtimes.
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The Braidwood RSL Sub-Branch wishes to thank our community for the
significant contribution you made to the 2022 ANZAC Day March and
Commemoration Ceremony. 
Your contribution to our commemorations demonstrates a genuine respect for
the sacrifices made by our local veterans, our serving members of the
Australian Defence Force. We recognise your commitment to honour and
remember those who did not return and those who suffer as a conse-quence of
their service. 
We sincerely thank you for the thoughtful way you recognised and honoured
those who have served and currently serve the Australian people during times
of crisis either international or domestic. 

JUNE 4th – Wood Raffle Newsagent AM 
5th – Meeting 1200hrs Servicemen’s Club  

JULY 2nd – Wood Raffle Newsagent AM
3rd – Meeting 1200hrs Servicemen’s Club 

AUGUST 6th – Wood Raffle Newsagent AM 
7th – Meeting 1200hrs Servicemen’s Club
13th – CSDC Meeting TBA
15th – Vietnam Veterans Day TBA

SEPTEMBER 3rd – Last Wood Raffle Newsagent AM 
4th – Meeting 1200hrs Servicemen’s Club 
Partners and Members
lunch/dinner TBA

OCTOBER 2nd – Meeting 1200hrs Servicemen’s Club 
24/25th NSW Congress AGM TBA  

NOVEMBER 6th – Meeting 1200hrs Servicemen’s Club 
11th – Remembrance Day TBA  
12th – Apex Diggers Day TBA  
13th – Christmas Gathering TBA 

DECEMBER 4th – Meeting 1200 hrs Servicemen’s Club
Reflect on year’s activities 

Nutrien Trade
Day a success
A favourable season with high stock prices
contributed to the success of Nutrien’s annual
Trade Day last week.

Nutrien Director, Richard Walker, estimated
that 300-400 people attended during the day,
with about 70 agricultural companies repre-
sented. He said he was very pleased with the
support of the day.

“Good stock prices recently has meant
there’s a bit of money around,” he said. “This
has been a very favourable season.”

With the prospect of a wet winter ahead, Mr
Walker said that this could be a challenging
winter with the key concern being animal
health issues. He also noted that global issues
are putting additional pressure on Australian
agriculture.
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Did you notice the shiny fire ap-
pliance at the front of the Museum
on Saturday afternoon? 

It was parked there as an ele-
ment of the Braidwood Museum
launch of their new exhibit called
“Generations of Braidwood Fire
Fighters”. 

The family of ex-Captain Harold
Gowen donated Harold’s two fire-

fighting jackets to the Historical
Society. I co- authored the book,
The First One Hundred Years of
the Braidwood Volunteer Fire
Brigade with Harold in 2014. 

I was then prompted to put to-
gether an exhibition highlighting
the numerous family members
who volunteered over the years.
The display also emphasised the

wives and partners of the fire fight-
ers and the three female firefight-
ers who served or are still serving
the Fire Brigade. 

At the launch of the exhibition
on Saturday Steve Hockey gave a
very informative talk about his
time in the Brigade serving under
his father Graham and alongside
his brother Adrian, and under cap-
tains Geoff Bunn, Mick Mills and
Phil McGrath.  

He also mentioned Nicky Webb
who is Braidwood’s first female
captain and only one of eleven in
NSW. He also mentioned others
such as the Thistleton and the
Bond families.

Kerrie Hosking and her sister
Tracey represented the Whitfield
family who can boast four genera-
tions of fire fighters. They are
rightly proud of their grandpop
William Whitfield who gave 50
years of service. He along with
colleague ‘Snowy’ Gourlay who
also volunteered for 50 years gave
an enormous amount of their time
and effort to the Brigade. 

There are some fine written sto-
ries told about the First Captain
Mr. Henry Mater too and his vale-
dictory helmet and certificate is
proudly displayed. 

A special commemorative hel-
met was revealed, and the story of
William Weston was told by his
daughter Kim Stewart.  Bob was
the President and Executive Offi-
cer of the Board of Fire Commis-
sioners of NSW from 1976 to
1983.  

He had deep connections to
Braidwood as his grandmother was
born in Braidwood. His great great
uncles were members of the Braid-
wood Fire Brigade. We will hear
more of this man’s influence on the
modern Fire Brigade in the future
and at the museum. 

A visit to this exhibit and the
other awesome displays in the
Braidwood Museum is recom-
mended. 

Families of firefighters
Jill Clarke

Kerrie Hosking, Tracey Mitchell, Jill Clarke , Steven Hockey, Tiana McNamara.

The BRAIDWOOD BOOK FAIR will be held again over the coming June long weekend:
Friday 10th through to Monday 13th June.
In the National Theatre, Wallace St, Braidwood.

Opening Friday, Saturday, Sunday 9am to 4pm: Monday 9am to 2pm
Just in time to stock up on some winter reading matter.

NO MORE BOOKS

PLEASE, THE

SHELVES ARE FULL!

Kim Stewart

Peter Smith, Braidwood Historical Society introduces Steven Hockey.



Plant of the month
Iris unguicularis (Winter Iris)

• Native of Northern Africa 
• Evergreen beardless iris 
• Reaches a height of 30cm 
• Flowers are white, blue, mauve

and dark blue and primrose
scented 

• Flowers from Autumn to Spring 
• Flowers appear low down in the

foliage 
• Cut back leaves in early winter to

show flowers

• Prefers slightly alkaline soil in a
sheltered position 

• Propagate from division in late
summer.

What to do in the garden for
June 
• Camelias are blooming so buy

new plants now 
• Older Hydrangeas may be

pruned now - remove older grey
wood and reduce younger canes
to a good pair of buds 

• Plant new deciduous trees,
shrubs, roses and vines

• Lift Dahlia tubers, divide and
store in sawdust in dark dry area 

• Houseplants should be moved
away from heaters 

• Do not allow vegetable plants to
dry out 

• Prune Pome fruits (Apple, Pear,
Quinces etc.) 

• A winter spray of pest oil or cop-
per spray will clean up fruit trees 

• Shred pruning’s and add to com-
post or mulch 

• Remove any broken or crossed
branches from trees or shrubs 

• Rake fallen leaves onto beds or
compost - don’t burn.
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GARDEN CLUB Kate Chinnick 

Commonwood Farm Inc., in asso-
ciation with other local groups,
will shortly request QPRC create
a Section 355 Committee to man-
age the Braidwood Common on
behalf of our local community. 

The Common is a 20-hectare
parcel of riparian land on the west-
ern edge of the village near the be-
ginning of Bombay Road. It is an
integral and historic part of Braid-
wood’s heritage, in use since the
early days of our town. Its proxim-
ity to Braidwood provides conven-
ient access for local pedestrians
and other users. 

Annie Duke, Commonwood
Farm President, said, “the Com-
mon is currently managed by pri-
vate license, but an s355
committee will enable better ac-
cess and use and help to coordinate
ongoing management by council
and community”. 

In 2009 Palerang Council allo-
cated the eastern end of the Com-
mon for a new footpath,
footbridge, and Community Gar-
dens. Volunteers from the Braid-
wood Urban Landcare Group
constructed these facilities and
have coordinated further planting
and other activities on this part of
the Common and nearby Crown
Land since then. 

The remaining section of the
Common (18ha) continues to be
managed via a private license. The
current licensee has sought to
 enable wider community involve-
ment and environmental improve-
ments on the Common under the
provisions of the existing license
arrangement. 

Numerous physical improve-
ments have been made in collabo-
ration between the licensee, local

volunteer groups, and supportive
funding bodies. These include: ri-
parian fencing, planting of native
trees and shrubs, off-stream stock
watering points, paddock subdivi-
sions to allow rotational grazing,
and creation of a walking trail for
public recreation. 

A priority throughout this period
has been to establish public access
to more of the Braidwood Com-
mon. However, such access is
problematic under the private li-
cense given the liability burden
this creates for the license holder
in the event of public injury. 

A Braidwood Common s355
Committee will ensure continued
access and benefits for the commu-
nity whilst recognising and accom-
modating Council’s ownership and
operational requirements. It will
also provide greater security for
any future investment of commu-
nity effort and funding.

A Braidwood Common s355
committee would coordinate ac-
cess by individuals and other com-
munity groups to conduct
appropriate activities, in alignment
with an approved master plan. It
will ensure accountable and repre-
sentative decision making regard-
ing the overall management of the
Common on behalf of our commu-
nity. 

This will help direct further in-
vestment of community effort and
resources. Ms Duke expects coun-
cil will soon call for wider input in
the development of a Common
management plan. “It would be
great to get everyone’s input into
the kind of uses they value from
our Common as we seek to im-
prove this great local asset for our
community”, she said.

Next growth for
Braidwood Common 
Ben Gleeson

Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

Winter Iris



Braidwood Lions Club’s third bi-
ennial Young Writers Festival is
in full swing.  Entries will close
on 24 June, so all you budding
writers need to get writing…

Braidwood Lions are delighted
at the very generous response by
the Braidwood Business Commu-
nity to provide sponsorship to this
Lions Club project which allows
us to run the Young Writers Festi-
val and produce the Festive book
which contains the most outstand-
ing entries.

This year we are producing the

hardcopy book as well as investi-
gating a possible eBook version to
provide a global reach.  If you have
not yet been contacted and would
like to be a supporter please con-
tact the sponsorship coordinator,
John Tuckwell, on 0408 625 156
or john.tuckwell@outlook.com 

The Award Ceremony will be
held in the National Theatre on 18
November 2022. 

Full Young Writers Festival de-
tails can be found at www.braid
woodyoungwriters.com. 

Entries close on 24 June 2022.
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Entries for Young Writers
Festival closing soon

Braidwood EoI 
“Inglewood” 659 Cooma Road 
Only 6 kms (approx.) from town sits
this very productive ‘old style’ farm
with cottage and a rare opportunity to
secure 88 acres (approx.) of arable
grazing land giving buyers multiple
options from renovating the old
cottage to ‘bunking in’ the cottage
while you build new or simply renting
out the cottage and running cattle. 

Belle Property Braidwood
78 Wallace Street, Braidwood NSW 
Office  02 4842 1029
Mobile  0466 632 696

Contact Kelly Allen at Belle Property on 0466 632 696.

belleproperty.com/braidwood

REGIONAL REAL ESTATE

Braidwood $950,000
3 Boppings Crossing Road,
Circa early 1900s cottage on 5.45
(approx.) acres in need of renovation
but once complete will make a quaint
home in an excellent location  on
granite grazing land with productive
pastures and creek.

Braidwood EoI
102 Black Salle Lane
Positioned on the Canberra side of
town, this rare opportunity to secure
177-acre (approx.) parcel of arable
grazing land offers the smart farmer a
productive piece of Braidwood
grazing country. The block has a
gentle elevation throughout offering
gorgeous 360-degree views of the
surrounding district, providing plenty
of options for stunning home sites to
build your country getaway (STCA).

Braidwood $795,000
70 Cowper Street
This 4 bedroom/2 bathroom modern
brick family home with solar heated
inground pool is situated in a popular
street within walking distance to
schools. A generous home with light
filled lounge room and cosy fireplace
offers open plan kitchen, walk in
pantry and dining room which flows
into a north facing family room.

A new exhibition by Braidwood
artist, John R Walker, Deep Time
Painting, opens at Utopia Art
Sydney on Saturday 4 June and
continues till Saturday 25 June.

This major body of work - which
includes oil on canvas, works on
paper and Chinese concertina
books - burst forth from a highly
productive visit between lock-
downs to South Australian arid
lands in May to June 2021; specif-
ically Pitcairn Station near Nakara
(Ngadjuri country) and Oratunga
Station in the northern Flinders
Ranges (Adnyamathanha country).
However, this body of work is also

the distillation of visits to the coun-
try between Burra and Oratunga
over the past six years and the
works are linked to his magnum
opus, Oratunga Burra Suite which
was created for the 2018 Adelaide
Biennial of Australian Art.

Currently, John R Walker’s
major painting, Eagle Spirit, Vathi-
warta 2021 - 260 x 345.5 cm - is
hanging in the Wynne Prize exhi-
bition at the Art Gallery of New
South Wales. 

The Wynne Prize exhibition is
on until 28 August 2022 and online
ticketing is available through the
art gallery’s website.

Here is an example of a highly
commended entry from the 2020

book from Joey Bolin who was
aged 6 at the time:LIONS NEWS John Tuckwell 

The Mother Cat and Her Kittens
Once upon a time lived a family of cats and they really

liked napping in the sunshine.  They always heard the food
can when it was time for tea or lunch.  They always meowed
to the little girl that feed them.  They all got their food, but the
kittens got their food first because they were the fastest.  

Mummy cat was the slowest because she was super
patient.  Then she looked at Dad’s bowl.  She remembered
daddy cat because she had a photo of him in the bathroom.
He always stood up to those who were really mean to cats.  

But then one day he died because of those who were
trying to break down their house.  

They really missed him.  They thought he was dead, but he
wasn’t.  So, after she finished her food, she went outside
through the cat flap.  

Soon the kittens followed after her.

John R Walker in Utopia
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Laurie and Pollie

Marilyn

Market organiser Laura and Amanda

Julia

Danielle and friend

Ela

Bill

Pa

ChristinaJess

Jane

Louise

Cheryl
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A huge thank you to Laura E Moriarty
for the idea and drive in organising
‘The Best of Braidwood Region –
Makers Market’. The stalls were var-
ied and high quality.  

Due to COVID some had to cancel,
but Laura was able to bring a few stalls
from the cancelled Ryrie Park Market
filling the theatre to capacity.

Thanks to all the stall holders from
the local region, Tomboye, Bombay,
Majors Creek, Tudor Valley and in be-
tween. Also to the Braidwood commu-
nity and visitors. Hopefully we can do
it again in September.

TO MARKET
TO MARKET
Margaret Tuckwellaul

a

Henry

Pippa

Lois

Jane and Nick

Jeni



The  BOM’s weather outlook for
the winter period is forecasting
generally mild and wet weather
influenced by a continuing La
Niña system, a shifting of the In-
dian Ocean Dipole to negative,
global warming and above aver-
age sea temperatures in the north.

The maximum temperatures for
the June to August period are
likely to be above median for
south-east NSW with minimum
temperatures likely to be warmer
than median for the majority of
Australia (chances greater than
60%), with most areas very likely
to be warmer (chances are greater
than 80%). 

La  Niña remains active in the
tropical Pacific. Most model out-
looks indicate a return to neutral
El  Niño–Southern Oscillation
(ENSO) conditions during winter.
However, cooler than average sea-
surface temperatures in the central
tropical Pacific during June to Au-
gust are likely to persist. Coupled
with warmer ocean temperatures in
the western tropical Pacific, this
would favour average to above av-
erage winter rainfall for eastern
Australia. Model accuracy at this
time of year is moderate for
ENSO.

The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)
is currently neutral. However, the
IOD index has become more neg-
ative over the past fortnight. Out-
looks indicate the potential for a
negative IOD developing in the
coming months. Model outlooks
have low accuracy forecasting the
IOD at this time of year and hence
some caution should be taken with
IOD outlooks beyond May. How-
ever, there is consistency across
the IOD forecasts from all interna-

tional models. While a neutral IOD
has little influence on Australian
climate, a negative IOD increases
the chances of above average win-
ter–spring rainfall for large parts of
Australia. It also increases the
chances of warmer days and nights
for northern Australia.

Above average sea-surface tem-
peratures, particularly around
northern Australia, are also likely
to be contributing to the wetter out-
looks and warmer nights forecast
for many areas.

The Southern Annular Mode
(SAM) index is expected to be
neutral for the next week then pos-
itive or close to positive for the fol-
lowing three weeks. During the
winter months, a positive SAM
typically has a drying influence for
parts of south-west and south-east
Australia.

Australia’s temperature and
rainfall variability are also influ-
enced by global warming caused
by human activities. Australia’s
climate has warmed by around
1.47 °C for the 1910–2020 period.
Southern Australia has seen a re-
duction of 10% to 20% in cool sea-
son (April–October) rainfall in
recent decades. There has also
been a trend towards a greater pro-
portion of rainfall from high inten-
sity short duration rainfall events,
especially across northern Aus-
tralia.

The Bureau’s climate model
uses the physics of our atmos-
phere, oceans, ice, and land surface
combined with millions of obser-
vations from satellites and on land
and sea. As a result, it incorporates
the influence of climate change
and natural climate drivers like
ENSO, IOD, the MJO, and SAM
in its outlooks.
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THE LAW Angela Backhouse 

Chamberlains Law Firm are cur-
rently acting for a number of
clients who were subjected to sex-
ual abuse and severe physical
abuse during their time in Juve-
nile Justice Centres.

We are looking for witnesses to
come forward who may assist with
our investigations of the following
centres:
• Yasmar Shelter
• Minda Shelter
• Daruk Boys Home
• Charlton Boys Home
• Reiby Juvenile Justice Centre
• Mount Penang Juvenile Justice

Centre
• Cobham Juvenile Justice Centre

Across the abovementioned in-
stitutions, there are countless alle-
gations of sexual abuse and severe
physical abuse. The abuses in-
cluded grooming, illegal strip
searches, digital penetration,
forced masturbation and rape.
From guards to superintendents,
these atrocities were inflicted upon
children by those responsible for
their care and welfare. Further to
the abuse often came threats of
longer sentences for non-compli-
ance with their abusers’ demands.

The Royal Commission into In-
stitutional Responses to Child Sex-
ual Abuse stressed the unfortunate
prevalence of sexual abuse in these
centres. 

The report stated, “our inquiry
indicated that detention environ-
ments may present higher levels of
risk of child sexual abuse, as com-
pared to many other institutional
contexts”.

The Commission revealed that
of those who came forward, a stag-
gering 515 children in detention
have been abused since 1990. Un-
fortunately, we are aware that the
number of unreported cases is
much higher.

Sadly, these misuses of power
have left victims with psychologi-
cal injuries that last a lifetime. At
Chamberlains Law Firm, we focus
on restorative justice by seeking fi-
nancial compensation against the
institutions for the abuse suffered
by our clients.

If you would like to discuss a
claim you may have or have been
a witness to these abuses, please
contact Ms Sarah Hayman of our
Personal Injury Team on
sarah.hayman@chamberlains.com.
au or call 02 6188 3600.

Juvenile Justice Centres – 

Historic sexual abuse

South-east can expect a
warmer, wetter winter
Bureau of Meteorology

In the BCA report on the QPRC
Community  Meeting on May 12th
(Braidwood’s Changing Times,
18th May 2022)  we inadvertently
omitted Councillor Mareeta
Grundy as one of the QPRC Coun-
cillors who attended the meeting.
Cr Mareeta Grundy was one of 5
Councillors who attended the
meeting and listened to the con-

cerns of many local residents.  The
BCA is very heartened by the in-
terest shown by so many new
Councillors in our local issues.
We look forward to a positive re-
lationship with all Councillors and
appreciate the effort made by
Councillors and senior QPRC staff
to attend a meeting in Braidwood
on a very wet and cold evening.  

CORRECTION from the BCA



Sheep grazing under solar panels
at farms in NSW’s Central West
have  produced better wool and
more of  it in the four years
since the projects began, accord-
ing to growers.

Local graziers have labelled the
set-up a “complete win-win”, with
the sheep helping to keep grass and
weeds down so as not to obscure
the panels.

In turn, the panels provided
shade for the sheep and grass, and
helped prevent the soil from drying
out.

Wool broker Graeme Ostini,
who  has been grazing merino
wethers at a solar farm near Parkes
in a trial with the Parkes Show So-
ciety, said he had seen the benefits
of running the animals under pan-
els.

He said his sheep were slightly
lighter stocked than the average in
the district  but were cutting an
“amazing” amount of wool.

“It is actually quite astonishing.
Some of the sheep look fantastic.
They’re growing exponentially
and the wool cuts are in the top
5 per cent in the district.”

He said he credited the good sea-
son and the solar panels for the im-
provement.
Carrying capacity increase of
25 percent

While Mr Ostini’s sheep were
lighter stocked than average,
Dubbo farmer and grazier Tom
Warren’s were slightly higher. 

Mr Warren leases part of his
land to a solar farm and runs about
250 merino ewes and wethers on
54 hectares among the panels.

Like Mr Ostini, Mr Warren also
reported impressive results. 

He has not noticed an increase in
wool quantity but said the quality
had improved.

“It’ll be because of the condi-
tions the sheep are living in,” he
said.

“It’s relatively clean,  without
burrs, without dust. There’s very,
very little contamination of the
wool and they’re protected from
the sun as well.”

Mr Warren said the carrying ca-
pacity of the land had  also in-
creased by about 25 per cent.

During the drought, water con-
densed on the solar panels in the
mornings. The trickling  of the
water to the grass below keep
strips of pasture green. 

In all, he said by leasing his land
to the solar farm and grazing his
sheep there, his income  had in-
creased.
More research, more studies

Energy policy and landholder
rights researcher Madeline Taylor
said the area needed more research
and, crucially, more funding for
pilot projects.

“We’re starting to get a really
good database of studies showing
how the co-location of agriculture
and photovoltaics can be done suc-
cessfully,” Dr Taylor said.

Dr Taylor said there would be
benefits to having more large-scale
studies.

“We’ve seen that it works really
well for grazing. Now, believe it or
not, cropping can also really work
very well alongside solar energy,”
she said.
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Trial shows improved
fleece on merino sheep
grazed under solar panels
Hannah Jose and Olivia Calver,  ABC Rural

Mr Warren’s sheep were able to graze almost all through the drought years
thanks to condensation from the panels. Photo: Tom Warren
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Cross-Border Community Survey
Have your say about cross-border issues.
The Cross-Border Commissioner wants feedback from 
anyone who:

 Lives or works in a NSW border community
 Has interacted with their office
 Has views on NSW cross-border issues

The survey should take less than 10 minutes to 
complete and is open until 12pm on Tuesday 14 June.

 Have your say at  
nsw.gov.au/have-your-say/ 
cross-border-stakeholder-survey

Advertising of Notices and Documents under 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 and Regulations

 Documents are published at bit.ly/DPnotices

Work with Council
There are a range of vacancies across Council and one 
might be perfect for you. 

Current vacancies include: 
 Building and Development Support Officer
 Cadet – Environment & Sustainability Officer
 Projects Support Officer - Property
 Construction Engineer
 Specialist Town Planner
 Town Planner TWO ROLES

 For more information and roles see  
bit.ly/QPRC-jobs

QPRC Art Awards exhibition 
Vote for your favourite work! 
Artworks submitted as part of the 2022 QPRC Art Awards 
are now on exhibition at The Q Exhibition Space. 
You can see the exhibition until 11 June from Tuesday-
Saturday 10am-4pm. Enjoy taking in over 50 works 
and vote for your favourite piece in the $1,000 People’s 
Choice Award.
The People’s Choice Award will be announced after 11 
June through our social media accounts.

 Learn more about the annual awards and the 
exhibition at qprc.nsw.gov.au/art-award

Have Your Say 

Projects & initiatives open for  
community comment

Closing Date 
(2022)

Draft Resourcing Strategy 26 June

Disability Inclusion Action Plan 2022-
2026

10 June

Cities Power Partnership 6 June

Renew 2620 Ongoing

Monaro Street Upgrade Ongoing

 Find all the details on Council’s engagement hub at  
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au 

Submissions can be made:
 By registering and commenting via  

yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au
 By email to council@qprc.nsw.gov.au 
 By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620
 Delivered in person to Queanbeyan, Bungendore or 

Braidwood offices

  
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 

1300 735 025  
council@qprc.nsw.gov.au
www.qprc.nsw.gov.au

Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang

Council Meetings and Times
Council holds Ordinary Meetings twice a month on 
a Wednesday, excluding December and January. 
Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business papers 
for the meetings are available on the Friday prior to the 
meeting from bit.ly/MinutesAgendas. Meetings are live 
streamed via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast. 

Due to COVID-19, attendance in person is not 
encouraged. However, members of the public can 
watch the meetings via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast and 
make a presentation during the public forum via 
Zoom or by submitting a written presentation.

For those wanting to make a presentation on an 
Agenda item, you can make a: 

 Written presentation - submit by midday on 
Tuesday

 Zoom presentation - register by midday on 
Wednesday

 Register to make a presentation at  
bit.ly/QPRCinvolved

Next meeting dates are:
 8 June
 22 June

Written Questions on Notice
Questions on notice from the community must be 
submitted in writing or via email to  
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the 
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and 
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum, 
provided to the person who asked the questions and 
published on our website.
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As I write this, we’re just past the
anniversary of Anne Boleyn’s be-
heading: 19th May 1536, on
Tower Green, London. 

Anne Boleyn was about 35 —
we can’t be sure — and had been
the second wife of Henry VIII for
three years and three months.

Famously, she was ‘Anne of a
Thousand Days.’ 

Yet Henry had courted her for
seven years. It was supposedly one
of the greatest love stories ever
told.

What went so wrong? And so
quickly? 

Did Henry really love her, or
was it some sort of obsession? It
must be terribly romantic to hear
someone say, “I love you to the
edge of madness,” but might it also
be a Big Red Flag? 

That isn’t a Jane Austen quote,
by the way, but from another of my
book groups. Jane had more Sense
than Sensibility. 

Despite the thousand days’
worth of reading in historical nov-
els, plus watching  film and televi-
sion adaptations, we don’t really
know much about Anne Boleyn.
She remains one of those mysteri-
ous characters from history, like
Richard III or even King Arthur:
something I love to explore. 

There’s a new book out, Hayley
Nolan’s Anne Boleyn: Five Hun-
dred Years of Lies, and a new tele-
vision adaptation, in which Anne
is portrayed by a Jamaican actress.
You’ll hear more from me about
those later.

Meanwhile, I want to explore
the earlier days of their courtship,
what that could say about the depth
of Henry’s devotion, and why
some of those times may be partic-
ularly important to us all now. 

I’m talking about a pandemic of
the sweating sickness.

On 16th June 1528, one of
Anne’s ladies in waiting fell ill
with this dreaded, highly conta-
gious and frequently fatal disease.
Anne went home to Hever Castle,
but she and her father, Thomas Bo-
leyn, both contracted the sickness,
and William Carey, husband of
Anne’s sister Mary, died of it. 

Ardent readers of historical
(hysterical?) novels will recognise
Mary as ‘the other Boleyn girl’ and
once Henry’s mistress. There were
rumours about their mother too;
maybe he liked to keep it in the
family. 

Henry was terrified of illness,
and immediately fled to isolation
in one of his country houses. He
took with him his current Queen,
Katherine of Aragon, and a small
entourage. They began a round of
religious observances.

At the same time, he sent a
physician to Anne, with letters of
sympathy and support. He urged
Anne to be guided by the doctor,
‘that they might be together again
soon, which to the king would be
greater comfort than all the pre-
cious jewels in the world,’ and that
he would ‘gladly bear half your ill-
ness to make you well.’ 

Both Anne and her father recov-
ered.

Interestingly, Henry also pointed
out that few women caught the dis-
ease, how little danger was in it ‘if
good order was observed,’ and
how few died. Yet many members
of the court died, and it does seem
to have been a disease of the upper
classes.

What was this sweating
sickness? 

It’s now believed to be a virus
infection similar to the Spanish ‘flu
of 1918.

Symptoms started suddenly and
were ‘flu like as we know it: a
sense of apprehension, headaches,
cold shivers, muscles aches and
great exhaustion. Later there could
be chest pains and difficulty
breathing, followed by delirium
and the hot sweating that gave the
illness its name. Death could occur
within 24 hours but could be much
less.  

It was thought the epidemic
might have been brought to Eng-
land from France by the returning
armies of Henry VII in 1485. It
spread all over Europe. The high
mortality rate in London forced the
court to break up and flee to the
countryside. In England, the last

reported case was in 1551 but it
had disappeared in Europe before
this. It did appear to target
younger, healthy men of status.
Women, seemingly, were less
likely to suffer from it. 

Was hygiene an issue? Stan-
dards weren’t great then, but
Henry VIII with his well-known
fear of disease, did maintain better
standards of cleanliness, whatever
that may actually mean.

Many historians relate the dis-
ease to Hantavirus, transmitted by
infected rodents, or to Relapsing
Fever, transmitted by the bites of
lice or ticks. But why would
wealthy Tudors be more likely to
come into contact with these, over
their poorer servants and towns-
people? 

Cardinal du Bellay, the French
ambassador to the English court,
said ‘it is the easiest in the world to
die of,’ and speculated about how
it might solve the growing problem
of Henry’s lust for Anne. Well, it
didn’t. The king did that himself.

The pandemic called ‘the sweat-
ing sickness’ disappeared forever.
Unless it has just resurfaced …

Get your influenza vaccinations,
everyone! 

BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

What happened to Anne Boleyn 
could do your head in!

FREE FLU SHOTS for the
month of JUNE for ALL!

The NSW government has announced it will be funding
FREE influenza vaccinations for all NSW residents 5 years

and over. These will be available through our pharmacy from
1 -30 June. Our pharmacists can vaccinate everyone 5

years and over with no script required.

If you’ve already been vaccinated - great work! There is no
need for you to do anything different. The purpose of this
vaccination drive is to increase protection because we are

already seeing a surge in influenza cases and
hospitalisations. 

We require you to book for this service and we will update
you with our booking link via our social media channels as

soon aas we can.



Line Dancing is on at the Club
from 7pm to 9pm on Friday nights.

—  * — * — * —
Folk Dancing is on at the Club

from 9:30am on Monday morn-
ings, and is free to attend.

—  * — * — * —
The Bridge Club meet weekly at

the Club on Tuesday afternoons
from 1pm to 4pm and is free to at-
tend. Contact Mrs Olive Royds on
4842 1732. New members without
any experience playing Bridge are
welcome to attend, and there is no
cost for playing.

—  * — * — * —
Wednesdays also see the Ladies

Exercise Group meet at the Club
from 10am to 11am, and is an in-
formal way to get fit and have fun.
Free to attend.

—  * — * — * —
Tai Chi is on at the Club on

Tuesdays from 10-11 am. Irene
Woodford will guide you through
it, and you can pay a donation to
attend.

—  * — * — * —
Movement for Wellbeing for

men and women is on every Sun-
day morning at the Club, from
11am to 12pm, and is designed for
people with mobility issues and in-
volves gentle exercises starting in
a chair and progressing to standing
exercises. Warmup, stretching,
movement, and cooling down with
great music.

—  * — * — * —
Tango Dancing is on at the Club

every Tuesday from 5:45pm and is
for beginners, Wednesday evening
practical sessions from 5:30pm to
7:00pm, and Saturday morning
classes from 10:30am to 12pm,
with Chris Watkins and Erika
Mordek. $10 for classes, and
please contact Erika on 0432 687
255 for further information. 

—  * — * — * —
The St Vincent dePaul society

meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to 1pm.

—  * — * — * —
Crafty or Not Crafty group meet

every Thursday morning at the An-
glican Parish Centre behind the
Anglican Church on Elrington St
from 11am to 12pm. All are wel-
come.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Quilters and Textiles

are meeting every Wednesday
down at the Scout Hall from 10am
onwards.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING Laura E Moriarty

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

What a busy two weeks it’s been!
Your correspondent has, in the
past two weeks, worn herself
rather thin in some places.

—  * — * — * —
Over the Reconciliation Day

long weekend, I organised the in-
augural Best of Braidwood Region
Handmade Market, which was a
resounding success. We had stall-
holders from all of the Braidwood
villages and beyond, and we even
took in stallholders from the Ryrie
Park market that had been called
off due to inclement weather.

—  * — * — * —
And now, without further ado,

here’s what’s on this fortnight in
Braidwood!

—  * — * — * —
At the Royal Mail this week, we

have The Duralla St Dudes, a four

piece rock band from Bungendore
playing Saturday 4th June at 7:30
pm. The band played at the Braid-
wood Car Show back in January
and you do not want to miss seeing
them perform.

—  * — * — * —
The Smokey Horse are resuming

their wonderful Sunday Sessions
just in time for winter! Join them
on Sunday, 12th June for live
music from 3pm.

—  * — * — * —
Take your fruit and veggies to

the next level with Prana’s Condi-
ments and Dressings workshop.
Join John and Christina at their
farm 14kms out of Braidwood at
Monga for a special yoga and
cooking event. John has often been
asked for his dressing recipes, and
this is a perfect excuse to learn
their tips and tricks in this work-
shop. Enjoy an hour of gentle yoga
with Christina, followed by time in
the kitchen where you’ll learn to
make a honey and mustard dress-
ing, as well as other fantastic and
tasty recipes.

Places are limited to 8, so please
book ahead. To book, please phone
Christina on 0414 385 051.

—  * — * — * —
The Club’s monthly trivia night

is on Wednesday 1st June from
7pm. 

—  * — * — * —

News
trivia
How well have you
been paying attention?
n Last week Prime
Minister Albanese
attended the Quad
meeting. The leaders of
which other three nations
attended?
n Where was the Quad
meeting held?
n In which US state did a
school shooting last
week claim the lives of 19
children and two
teachers? (Bonus point
for the name of the city)
n Which film won the
Palme d’Or at the recent
Cannes Film Festival?
n Who has become the
first Australian cyclist to
win the Giro d’Italia?
n Which 70s music group
is reuniting for a concert
in London?
n True or false: none of
the band members will
be live on stage during
the concert
n In what year did former
PM Kevin Rudd make his
national Apology to the
Stolen Generation?
n Who is the Sydney-
born rap star currently
touring Australia?
n Former Australian
rugby player David
Pocock has been elected
as a senator. Which
Super Rugby team did
he play for?

Answers:
1.USA, Japan and India;
2. Tokyo, Japan; 3. Texas
(Bonus point: Uvalde);
4. Triangle of Sadness ; 
5. Jai Hindley; 6. ABBA;
7. True – the concert has
been created over five
weeks using 160 cameras
to create ‘virtual’ versions
of Agnetha, Anni-Frid,
Bjorn & Benny; 8. 2008; 
9. The Kid Laroi; 
10.  Brumbies.

???

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101



BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday June 1, 2022 — 15

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
St Bede’s Parish
Reflection on the Gospel of John 20:19-23

by Greg Sunter
Historical Context – Pentecost
The word Pentecost comes from the Greek

for fiftieth day. Pentecost Sunday ends the sea-
son of Easter and comes as a Sabbath day after
seven weeks of seven days. In Jewish tradition
the 50th day after the Passover was celebrated
as a blessing of the harvest and rather than the
unleavened bread of Passover it was celebrated
by leavening the bread. It was for this reason
that the disciples were gathered together when
they experienced the Holy Spirit empowering
them. In Christian tradition, Pentecost is cele-
brated as the arrival of the Spirit, promised by
Jesus, that animated the disciples to spread the
gospel of Jesus and gather believers to form
what would eventually become the Church.
Have you thought? The Spirit

We can sometimes regard Pentecost as the
day the Holy Spirit came into the world. How-
ever, the Spirit had long been active in the
world before this event. In fact, even the second
verse of Genesis Chapter 1 tells us that the
Spirit hovered over the waters. The Old Testa-
ment is filled with references in which ‘The
Spirit of God came upon (him) with power’ and
the Spirit was evident at Jesus’ baptism and
throughout the gospels. Jesus is frequently de-
scribed as being ‘filled with the Spirit’. So,
from the very beginning of creation the Spirit
has moved in the world and continues to ener-
gise it today.
Living the Gospel – Come, Holy Spirit

‘Come, Holy Spirit’, or its Latin, Veni Sante
Spiritus, has become the basis of countless
prayers and hymns over many hundreds of
years. To this day, it remains a powerful invo-
cation that can be used in prayer or meditation.
Three simple words convey a wealth of mean-
ing. The invitation for the Spirit to ‘Come’ in-
dicates recognition of the need for the Spirit’s
intervention and openness to accept the guid-
ance that the Spirit brings. It is a powerful, sim-
ple prayer that can be used at the outset of any
significant undertaking or whenever you find
yourself in need of inspiration.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Anglican Church
What is the season of Pentecost and why does
it have a place in the life of the Church? 

Historically, Pentecost is the last Sunday in
the eighth week after Easter and is celebrated
ten days after Christ’s Ascension into heaven.
It is sometimes called Whitsunday, however, it
is far more than a date on the calendar with a
quirky name to capture our imagination. The
season of Pentecost is significant because it cel-
ebrates God’s gift to us of the ‘Holy Spirit’. In
times past we may have been spooked by the
title ‘Holy Ghost’ because that’s what ghost’s
do, they spook people just as if we were taking
a ride on a ‘Ghost Train’ or visiting a graveyard
under the cover of darkness. This is an alto-
gether erroneous construction on the role of the
Holy Spirit. John’s gospel in chapters 14 and
16 tells us the true and exact nature of the Holy
Spirit’s role in the world. Both chapters reiter-
ate the message that the Holy Spirit will lead
you into all truth.

—  * — * — * —
The role of the Holy Spirit in the world is one

of advocacy, of pointing people to God through
Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit is like the ‘Divine
Conscience’ convicting and converting the
mind from sinful paths to more righteous ones.
The Holy Spirit is the one who brings transfor-
mation to those who seek the truth as revealed
in Christ. These same chapters reveal that we
can’t simply stumble and bumble our way to
faith. We can’t just stroll down into the garden
and pick a plant that resembles God. Scripture
teaches that we must strenuously search for
God through Christ. John 14:17 reads in part;
“The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t
looking for him, and therefore doesn’t recog-
nise him”. As well as being an advocate, the
Holy Spirit is like a mentor or tutor who brings
comfort and confidence to the soul about our
spiritual standing. If God’s Spirit touches us
then we will be recipients of God’s beneficence

ERNST WILLIAM ‘RUPERT’ ERMERT
23.4.1935 — 18.5.2022

at Braidwood, formerly of Canberra
and Sydney 

Dearly loved husband of Julia
Caring father  stepfather  father-in-law 

of  Suzanne  Carolyn   Michelle 
and Jon

and  their partners 
Fond ‘Gumm’ and Grandad 

to their children
Elder brother to Helga  Margaret

(deceased) and Konrad
Privately cremated 

“He Has Gone Home”

towards us and we will display the fruits of the
Spirit which are outlined in Galatians 5:22.

—  * — * — * —
Now, it is important to differentiate between

the fruits of the Spirit and gifts of the Spirit.
The fruits include those listed in Galatians,
love, happiness, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-con-
trol. Furthermore, the scripture states ‘There is
no law against behaving in any of these ways’.
The gifts are the special provision of skills and
abilities that one might exercise in the day to
day activities in which the believer might en-
gage. These gifts may include prophecy, teach-
ing, counselling, encouragement, preaching,
healing, and speaking in foreign tongues which
is moderated by someone who is able to inter-
pret the foreign or hidden message given and
received.

—  * — * — * —
This coming weekend on Sunday 5th June at

10AM, the combined churches of Braidwood
are meeting together to celebrate the Season of
Pentecost and all members of the community
are invited to attend the National Theatre in
Wallace Street. Morning Tea will be served
from 9:30 to 9:50 when we settle for the Ecu-
menical Service.

(Rev.) Rick Lewis

“Help Ukranians Raffle”, sponsored by the
Goldsmith Street Surgery in Goulburn.

Tickets available from Wendy Hart either at
Mass times or wherever you see her around
town. Many prizes are on offer. See poster for
details. Tickets $5 each or 5 for $20.

—  * — * — * —
The monthly markets were cancelled due to

the bad weather. The winner of the wood raffle
was Laurann from Araluen. A welcome win
with this cold weather.

—  * — * — * —
The Krawarree Mass and luncheon was at-

tended by a good number of people. Thanks to
Mandy and James O’Brien for their great or-
ganisation.

—  * — * — * —
Weekend Mass time: Saturday at 6.00pm

(Vigil)
Weekday Mass: Tuesday 24 May at 10am.



Handicap Changes: Spiro Agnew
out 1 to 12, David Jones out 1 to
22

Women’s Stroke Winner:
Lorinda Stuart nett 73
Runner Up: Margy Gardner nett 76
Ball Comp: Robin Tennant Wood
nett 78 NTP 8/17: Deb Ferguson
Handicap Changes: Carmen Byrne
out 1 to 41
Coming events:

June 4 Saturday: Men’s Single
Stableford - Brendan Sly Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford - Bun-
yip Jungle Trophy June 11 Satur-
day: Men’s & Women’s Stroke
(Monthly Medals) June 18 Satur-
day: Committee Meeting 10.30am
Men’s Single Stableford – Michael
Toirkens Trophy Women’s 2BBB
Stableford - Deb Ferguson Trophy
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299

Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

STOP PRESS

Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,
43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant-Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram
Contributions desperately welcome.

STAR TIMES

GOLF NEWS

Catsndogsneedourhelp
Some stories are not funny but are
worth telling. From the Sunday
Telegraph last weekend: Because
the sale of unwanted pets from mu-
nicipal pounds for ‘experiments’ is
no longer allowed, researchers are
now forced to buy their animals on
sites like Gumtree. The report
claims that, in NSW in 2020, there
were 1000 dogs and 500 cats incar-
cerated in  laboratories awaiting all
manner of injurious tests. Don’t
read on if you have delicate sensi-
bilities. Dogs are being forced to
smoke cigarettes which, ‘kills them
or leaves them sick, injured,
maimed and suffering nicotine
withdrawals’. As if we need to
know that smoking kills anything
that needs its lungs to live! Mice
too are being forcibly made to feel
depressed, then chucked into water
to see if their will to live is as strong
as their comrades who, until they
hit the water at least, were not as
depressed. Apparently Australia is
one of the only ‘civilised’ countries
to allow secret animal experiments
with no outside oversight.

Putintheblameonothers
These days we live in a global vil-
lage or perhaps that should read
pillage. The Russians invade
Ukraine and the price of parsnips
in our supermarkets rises from
$6.99 to $13/kg and that war is
partly to blame we’re told. Then of
course there is COVID which has
lead to an influx of Zoom ‘workers’
arriving in regional Australia,
cashed up by the value difference
between here and the city. These
newcomers use their city wealth to
buy all the things that country folk
used to be able to afford. Managers
of rural food producing or process-
ing industries are being forced to
buy motels to provide accommoda-
tion for their workers.

Saynuptoair-be-en-bee
Houses are in short supply in and
around Braidwood; and it’s not just
here, it’s everywhere. Let’s hope
that one of the reforms the new
government can get through is to
make the tax breaks less attractive
for those who own more than one
home if the other homes are used
for short-term peak rentals and left
vacant the rest of the time.

Sayyestofarmersmarkets
See that calf over there? The sheep,
the vegetables and crops in the
ground? They’re already here and
there’s no way the war in Europe
should drive our prices through the
roof, especially if the farmer is hurt-
ing too. We need to organise our-
selves to introduce technology in
our area that lessens our reliance
on big business — read oil, coal
and gas companies. Grow local,
harvest our energy from the sun
and wean ourselves off ‘the man’.
Country life is great and will re-
main so if we play our hand well.

... AND
NOW FOR

SOMETHING
COMPLETELY
DIFFERENT

OPENING TIMES
MON 12pm - 6pm
TUE 12pm - 6pm
WED 9am - 2pm

THUR 12pm - 7pm
FRI 9am - 2pm
Check us out:

halfcutbarberbraidwood.au
or call 0424 190 956

The Braidwood Golf Club Cham-
pionships concluded on Saturday
with Brendan Sly and Debby Fer-
guson the 2022 club champions.
Congratulations to our new cham-
pions and thanks to all players
who participated.

Played over three rounds in
heavy conditions, the final winners
in all categories were:

Men: Club Champion: Brendan
Sly, 237 B Grade Champion: Keith
Morgan, 26 C Grade Champion:
Keith Ferguson, 31 Vic Young
Memorial (Nett 54): John Harb,
225

Nett Runner Up: Michael
Toirkens, 226

Women: Gross Winner: Debby
Ferguson, 28 Gross Runner-up:
Lorinda Stuart, 309
Nett Winner: Margy Gardner, 239
Nett Runner-up: Robin Tennant
Wood, 244

Results Saturday 28 May daily
comp:

Men’s Stroke Winner: Mark
Newman nett 72

Runner Up: Keith Morgan nett
75c/b

Ball Comp: Michael Toirkens
nett 75, Spiro Agnew nett 75, Don
Burke nett 78, John Harb nett 78,
Brendan Sly nett 79,
NTP 8/17: Keith Morgan
Jackpot 3rd ($80): Not Won

Golf championships
wrap up


