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A huge crowd gathered last
Friday to farewell the late Ian
Vardanega who passed away
following a long illness. 

An estimated 500 people
packed St Bede’s with many
mourners standing outside the
church as well.

Ian’s three children, Troy,
Daniell and Leona, all gave
heartfelt tributes to their father
who was a much-loved Braid-
wood local. Mourners moved to
the Braidwood Lawn Cemetery
for interment after the service.

In her first official ministerial
visit, Minister for Communica-
tions, Michelle Rowland, visited
Braidwood Community Radio
88.9FM last week to affirm the
Albanese government’s support
for local media and in particular,
the community radio sector.

Ms Rowland was particularly in-
terested to learn about the role our
local radio played during the Black
Summer fires.

Gordon Waters and Rod Mc-
Clure explained to the minister the
technical and human aspects of
maintaining broadcasting during
an emergency that lasted 74 days
and the importance of local knowl-
edge and timely information to res-
idents and firefighters.

Ms Rowland said that she wants
to make a statement in her capacity

as minister about “what is impor-
tant about local radio” and that the
experience of Braidwood’s radio is
a big part of that.
“Radio is one of the oldest but

most enduring forms of
[media] and a strong

community radio creates a
strong community.

“Community radio needs sup-
port and this is recognised by the
Albanese government,” she said.

She took on board the fact that
during the bushfire emergency, in
many cases, people relied solely on
local radio for their information. 

“There are places where we’re
the only radio station people can
get,” Mr Waters said, noting that
even the ABC isn’t able to be re-
ceived in some places. “It would

Minister’s visit a boost
for our local radio
Robin Tennant-Wood

Station Manager Gordon Waters with presenter Rod McClure and Minister for Communications, Michelle Rowland.

be good if there was some mecha-
nism whereby we could be linked
to the ABC, become an extension
of them” he said. 

One of the main lessons Braid-
wood Radio’s broadcasters learned
during that period was how to de-
cipher information and present it
neutrally and non-emotionally. Mr
Waters also stressed that they
didn’t broadcast any information
that wasn’t verified.

It wasn’t just during the fires that
local radio played an important
part.  Mr Waters explained that he
and QPRC staff developed a recov-
ery process that ran on 88.9FM for
three months after the fires.

Ms Rowland thanked Braid-
wood Community Radio for their
ongoing work and has agreed to be
available for regular interviews.

BRAIDWOOD
FAREWELLS
A POPULAR
LOCAL MAN

Family recollections on page 8 ...
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

$8 just tip of the iceberg
(lettuce) hope for lower prices
We’ve all been shocked at the
rapid rise in price of fresh produce
generally, and in particular, the
humble lettuce. 

Iceberg lettuces were selling (or
not selling) for around $8 at the
Fyshwick markets last week and
there have been reports of them
costing up to $10 in some places.

There are a number of complex
reasons for this sudden price rise in
what is usually a low-cost staple.
One reason is that the areas where
a lot of our fresh food comes from
were recently underwater and vast
amounts of crops were destroyed
by floods. The spike in fuel costs
has also meant that the cost of get-
ting food from farm to supermar-
ket shelf has increased. The war in
Ukraine is being blamed for a lot
of global economic instability, but
beyond the rise in fertiliser costs –
Russia is the world’s biggest pro-

ducer and exporter of urea, for ex-
ample – that isn’t a major factor in
the costs of our local produce.

The issue of food security is one
which will affect us increasingly as
the effects of climate change be-

come more and more evident but
there is a wider context surround-
ing food that is seldom talked
about: food waste.

Globally, enough food is pro-
duced to feed a world population
of 10 billion. However, the UN’s
Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) estimates that one third of
that – 1.3 billion tons – is wasted
annually. 

Wastage can occur at any point
in the chain. In some cases it is
market-driven whereby the eco-
nomic return to farmers from a
crop is so low that it is cheaper to
destroy the crop than to harvest it. 

Food is discarded at point of
sale for cosmetic reasons: fruits
and vegetables must conform
to certain shapes and sizes –
for example, carrots must be

straight and at least 15cm long
and ones that don’t meet that

standard are discarded. 

Restaurants, take-aways and
cafés over-order and then discard
unused food at the end of the day.
And then there’s waste at the
household level. Look in your own
fridge and pantry: is the crisper

section of the fridge more like a
composter? Do you use or discard
leftovers? Are there items in your
pantry that will be thrown out be-
cause they’re beyond the use-by
date?

It is estimated by the UN Envi-
ronment Program (UNEP) that
food waste at all stages of the pro-
duction-consumption scale costs
around $(US)1 trillion – about
$(Au)1.4 trillion annually. The en-
vironmental cost is much higher. 

Most discarded food ends up in
landfill where it decomposes and
produces methane, one of the
worst greenhouse gases. If wasted
food was a country, it would be the
third biggest emitter of carbon in
the world after the US and China.

Yes, paying up to $10 for a let-
tuce is outrageous, but the global
cost of wasting food is much,
much higher. Lettuce prices will
come down and in any case,
they’re not hard to grow in any
backyard. 

The hidden costs of what we
don’t eat and what we never see
are what we should be addressing
at global, national, local and do-
mestic levels.

Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

A new survey has been launched
across the Southern NSW Local
Health District (SNSWLHD) to
make it easier for patients to share
their experiences and give feedback.

The Your Experience Matters
survey takes just three minutes to
complete using a smart
phone or tablet. Survey data will
be shared with health service man-
agers in real time, allowing for
timely responses to patient con-
cerns or suggestions.

Terence Joe, SNSWLHD’s Man-
ager of Patient Experience said that
the survey is one of many new re-
cent initiatives to increase engage-
ment with patients and their
families and carers.

“The Your Experience Matters
survey will give us the information
we need to deliver safe,
effective, appropriate and person-
alised care,” Mr Joe said.

“The survey gives patients, car-
ers and family members a simple

SOUTHERN NSW LOCAL HEALTH DISTRICT:

New survey to improve
the patient experience 

way of sharing their experiences
and contributing to positive change
at their local health service.”

The survey is anonymous (if
preferred) and secure. It is hosted
on the Quality Audit Reporting
System (QARS), an electronic tool
developed by the Clinical Excel-
lence Commission to help to im-
prove the quality and safety of
health care provided by local
health districts.

The twelve questions used in the
survey are adopted from the vali-
dated Australian Hospitals
Patient Experience Question Set
(AHPEQS).

Patients can access the survey by
going to the QARS website:
(https://qars.cec.health.nsw.gov.au/
Survey?p=1E011791) directly or
by scanning the QR code on Your
Experience Matters postcards and
posters displayed in wards, waiting
rooms and outreach services across
the District.
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McBain promoted
Member for Eden-Monaro,
Kristy McBain, has been ap-
pointed Minister for Regional
Development, Local Govern-
ment and Territories in the new
government.

Ms McBain secured an eight
percent swing towards her in
the election and Eden-Monaro
was the first electorate to be of-
ficially declared by the AEC
after the election.

Her promotion to the min-
istry comes less than two years
after Ms McBain won the seat
in thee 2020 by-election.

Perfect early winter weather and
a long weekend combined to en-
sure that Braidwood was a hive of
activity and commerce over the
Queen’s Birthday weekend.

The Anglican Bookfair, one of
the regular events on the local cal-
endar, was back after COVID
forced the cancellation of its usual
January event. Due to the cancel-
lation of that earlier event, organ-
isers didn’t accept any further
donations for this weekend’s book
extravaganza.

“We’ve got so many books,”
said organiser, Marjorie Lemmin.
“We just don’t have room for any
more!”

Braidwood’s big weekend
With that in mind, the doors of

the National Theatre opened on
Friday morning and by Monday
morning organisers estimated that
they will have raised around
$16,000 for the Braidwood Angli-
can Church.

One hundred percent of the
money remains in Braidwood with
the proceeds going towards the
church buildings and community
support projects such as the Life
Centre.

Organisers expressed their
thanks to the Apex boys and Nick
Fry’s team of helpers who all as-
sisted with carrying and stacking
the many, many boxes of books.

And up the road ...
Also on over the weekend was

the garage sale in the old pharma-
cist shop. The shop itself has been
closed since Braidwood Capital
Chemist moved to its new prem-
ises and Derek Duffy, the owner of

the building, commenced renova-
tions.

The sale included eight other
vendors who set up stalls in the
shop. Locals and visitors not only
snapped up some bargains but
were able to see the progress of 
Mr Duffy’s renovations. He has
uncovered Victorian era wallpaper,
the original fireplace and the old
stairwell. When the restoration
process is complete he will likely
use the shop for his antique 
business.

Sonja Charles displays her wares in the old chemist shop.

Books galore as usual.



On 3 June, we released a state-
ment regarding delays in the de-
velopment application process
and measures being taken to re-
solve the issue. 

This issue is a major priority for
Council, and Council’s CEO and
staff are working on short-term and
long-term solutions to clear the
current backlog and improve the
process going forward. I acknowl-
edge and understand the frustration
that these delays are causing appli-
cants and as we work to address
the problem, I appreciate their pa-
tience.

—  * — * — * —
The box culvert at the creek at

the Braidwood Recreation Ground
will be extended as part of ongoing
upgrades. This will include the
demolition of current upstream
structures, earthworks, concrete
works for slab, footings, and con-
struction of the new culvert. Pre-
liminary works are planned to start
20 June, including installing ero-
sion and sediment controls, fenc-
ing, and dial before you dig
investigations. Residents who live
nearby should use alternative de-
tour roads when the extension of
the box culverts reaches Araluen
Street as this section will be closed
during construction. Traffic sig-
nage will be in place to ensure
drivers are aware of the restriction.
The construction process will take
approximately 10-12 weeks,
weather permitting, and is ex-
pected to be complete by Septem-
ber 2022. Extending the box
culvert allows for the construction
of the skate park.

—  * — * — * —
I was lucky enough to be in

Braidwood to present Rural Fire
Service awards to some of our
local heroes on Saturday. A big

thank you to all our local RFS vol-
unteers who help to keep our com-
munities safe and congratulations
to all the award winners. 

—  * — * — * —
Join us at the Nerriga Museum

for our Health and Family Fun Day
on Sunday 19 June. From 11am-
2pm there will be free health
checks available as well as food,
coffee, live music, and a magic
show. Local services will also be
attending to offer advice and sup-
port. This event is supported by the
South Eastern NSW Primary
Health Network COORDINARE
program.

—  * — * — * —
Following several flooding

events that have caused damage to
Araluen Road, we are working
with Transport for NSW to
progress repairs. On Monday 6
June, contractors began geotechni-
cal investigation works that will
help facilitate repairs to the em-
bankment slips. The unsealed sec-
tions of Araluen Road which have
been temporarily closed since and
will reopen after Friday 16 June. 

—  * — * — * —
Service NSW is returning to

Braidwood with their Mobile Serv-
ice Centre on Wednesday 29 June.
They will be open from 9:00am to
3:00pm at Ryrie Park on Wilson
Street.

—  * — * — * —
We are moving to an online

booking system for our kerbside
clean-up service. The program has
been extended to urban areas of
Braidwood, Bungendore and Cap-
tains Flat which have a three-bin
kerbside collection service. You
can learn more about eligible items
for collection and book
at qprc.nsw.gov.au/Waste-Environ-
ment/Waste. This is a new system
and we encourage you to get in
touch if you have any issues with
the webpage via 1300 735 025.
Braidwood Area Projects
Update:
• Lascelles Street Upgrades – ten-

der awarded in May and grant
funding has been allocated 

• Braidwood Recreation Ground
Stage 3 – works have been
paused for the winter season,
other than the piping of the creek.

• Skatepark Construction – ten-
der awarded and scheduled to
commence September 2022 after
piping of the creek. This work ex-
pected to begin shortly / fully
funded

• Braidwood Carpark – seeking
funding opportunities. 

• Braidwood Pool Stage 1 – A
modification to the development
application is currently on notifi-
cation.
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FROM THE QPRC MAYOR’S DESK

Kenrick Winchester QPRC mayor.
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299



BCS student, Anusha Ba-
jracharya, last week competed in
the state semi-finals of the Plain
English Speaking Awards held in
Sydney.

Anusha, who is in Year 10, be-
came the third BCS student in five
years to achieve a spot in the semis
of the competition after delivering
her 8-minute prepared speech and
3-minute impromptu speech re-
sponding to a previously unseen
stimulus and after only three min-
utes preparation time. Her achieve-
ment is all the more creditable
considering most of the other
speakers come form Years 11 and
12.

Speaking to the Changing
Times, Anusha said that she thinks
being able to speak publicly is
“such an important thing now for
younger generations to learn, espe-
cially with all the instability
around school and COVID, and
even the way our education system
is changing.” 

She added that having the skill
of being able to speak means that
“it doesn’t matter what career path
I go into, I’ll be able to have com-
munication skills with other peo-
ple. And also just be able to
understand the world around me
from a critical viewpoint where
I’m less susceptible to just kind of
going with what other people
think, or forming my own opinions
about issues in the world.”

Beyond the skill of being able to
speak in front of an audience, how-
ever, Anusha believes the training
in being able to think critically
about politics and current affairs is
something from which young peo-
ple can benefit.

“When you’re equipped with the
knowledge of how to think about

the world and how to critically
think about things, then it simpli-
fies it a lot and makes it a lot more
digestible. So you can think about
more complex issues in the world
and be actually equipped to have
opinions on them and deal with
them and even make effective
change. It’s kind of empowering
for younger kids to be able to un-
derstand the world.”

Julian Davies, the BCS debating
and speaking coach, has been in-
volved in training, coaching and
preparing students since his own
children were in kindergarten. He
started by assisting students with
reading and literacy, but around a
dozen years ago he realised that
while there were sufficient people
to assist at the support end of the
education spectrum, “there were
fewer people to help the more
complex skills, the extension
skills.

“I’ve been involved in the
school for many years and loved
working with the kids in our com-
munity”, he said, “but now I’m
taking it wider through consensus
education to other schools, partic-
ularly in the Southern Tablelands,
other schools needing support.”
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Anusha
speaks
out

Julian said that while COVID
has slowed the process of reaching
schools, “it’s now starting to get re-
ally interesting. We’re meeting
more kids from elsewhere and
some kids who aren’t in the imme-
diate Braidwood area are starting
to join the online classes that
Anusha takes part in.”

Julian agrees with Anusha about
the importance of critical thinking.
“There’s no part of the curriculum
that’s directly about critical think-
ing. It’s built into certain aspects of
the curriculum, but there’s no part
that actually teaches kids how to
start doing it.

“And that’s one of the things we
want to help kids to be able to do:
evaluate material, analyse it, draw
things together, feel confident. As
Anusha said the more you have the
tools to grapple with complex is-
sues, the simpler they become.
That’s the thing that drives us par-
ticularly.”

While Anusha did not secure a
place in the finals, she acquitted
herself admirably and, with two
more years of secondary schooling
ahead of her, has a strong start 
on many of her peers in the
 competition.

Circle Music is proud to
present

UNDER THE INFLUENCE
- SHORTIS & SIMPSON

with special guest
KAREN MIDDLETON

at the National Theatre, 
3.00pm Sunday 26th June.
This production features special
guest KAREN MIDDLETON, well

known as a political
correspondent for media outlets
like SBS and The Saturday Paper,
regular commentator on shows

such as The Drum and Insiders on
the ABC, as well as the author of

two books.
Alongside her journalistic

activities, Karen is a singer and
writer of political satire, especially
with the House Howlers, a group

of Canberra press gallery
journalists.

Oh, and did we say that there may
be more than a wink and a nod to

the recent election? And what
about those unexpected

moments?
Spend your Sunday arvo at the

National and all will be revealed...

Anusha runs through her prepared speech while coach Julian Davies listens in the background.
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Canberra-based writer and seeker
of all things strange and mysteri-
ous, Tim the Yowie Man, was in
Braidwood over the long week-
end to check out our own strange
and mysterious haunts.

Described as a crytopnaturalist,
Tim began his quest into the para-
normal and unexplained after see-
ing a yowie in the Snowy
Mountains while a university stu-
dent. That single sighting was the
only time he has encountered the
legendary yowie, but his work over
subsequent years has uncovered a
lot of other mysteries, many of
which are documented in his book,
Haunted and Mysterious Australia.

His Braidwood tour over the
weekend brought ten Canberrans
to town to learn a bit about our
local history and perhaps shake up
a few local ghosts.

The Changing Times caught up

with Tim and the group who were
getting some details of Braid-
wood’s undocumented history
from local legend Ros Maddrell. 

This is the first tour Tim has
brought to Braidwood, but it won’t
be the last. “I’m hoping to do this
once a month,” he said. “It’s a
great way for us to support the
local economy here and have a
great time as well.”

The group visited the museum
and did a walking tour of the town
by night while Tim pointed out and
explained some of the town’s ar-
chitectural gems and speculated on
hauntings and other mysteries.

And did they find any local
ghosts?

Tim told the Changing Times
that three of his group had “para-
normal experiences” over the
course of their weekend stay in
Braidwood.

Things that go bump in
the night
Robin Tennant-Wood
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DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

Tim searches for the unexplained at the Braidwood Courthouse.

Ros Maddrell [near fireplace at left] entertained the group.



My dad has a reputation in the
Mongarlowe community as a bit
of a pyromaniac. 

When I was a toddler, he used to
do big burn-offs in the bush around
our strawbale house while I’d sit
covered in cool ash on burnt
ground. He’d burn in winter to pro-
tect our house from fire risk, a
practice now known locally as
“toddler burning”. 

I remember having a bath with a
friend as a kid and looking out the
window to see tall dead trees up in
flames and black smoke, as dad
was on standby with his trusty
water jug. He didn’t fear fire and
taught me not to fear it either.
Showing me how to make big bon-
nies with thousands of red sparks
flying into stars in the sky. 

This bush is Currajuggle on Yuin
Country, home to Walbunja peo-
ple. Walbunja people inhabit the
coast and valleys around Batemans
Bay, Moruya, Bodalla, Bermagui,
Braidwood and the Clyde River
and speak the Dhurga language. 

Dad, in his mid-twenties in the
1980s, with four friends from uni-
versity, bought Currajuggle from a
logger. It’s about 240 hectares of
bushland near Mongarlowe and
Braidwood, an hour and a half
from Canberra where we live on
Ngunnawal Country.

There are four dwellings on the
property including ours and we are
all non-Indigenous settlers. I’ve
been learning words from the
Dhurga language and ganji means
fire.

When I was little, dad and I’d go
out on the weekends wearing our
matching blundstones and ripped
button-down shirts. At night he’d
cook us burnt sausages and kanga-
roo steaks. We’d later take the big
red dolphin torch out to look for
Possums, Greater Gliders and Boo-
book Owls in the Eucalypt trees
(Eucalyptus sieberi, Eucalyptus
obliqua, Eucalyptus fastigata). 

During the day, I’d stay inside
writing story books or creating
role-plays with chess pieces and
small silicone dinosaurs. Dad
would be outside mowing, chop-
ping, chain-sawing and burning-
off for hours. 

In primary school dad would
take my friends and I out on a Fri-

day afternoon for the weekend.
We’d stock up on food from
Ainslie IGA and my friends and I
would sneak marshmallows, bis-
cuits and chocolate into the trolley. 

After dinner we’d make the spe-
cial bananas in the hot coals of one
of dad’s settled down bonnies. Still
in their peel, we’d slit the middle
vertically and stuff a piece of Cad-
bury milk chocolate and then a
marshmallow and then another
piece of chocolate and so on until
they were stuffed to the brim. 

We wrapped each in tin foil and
placed them into the fire ganji.
Dad would retrieve them when the
foil turned golden and the bananas
were soft, the chocolate and
marshmallow gooey. Around the
fire, we’d scoop it out with sticky
spoons smearing melted sugar
down our chins in complete de-
light. 

I read dad’s university thesis
which outlines the vision for Cur-
rajuggle. He writes ‘The underly-
ing principle behind the
development of Currajuggle is that
the integrity of the natural environ-
ment should not be compromised.
The property is being developed
according to principles of sustain-
ability and permaculture.’ De-
signed for people to come when
they want to detach from main-
stream society; whether seeking
solitude or to become part of a dif-
ferent community. 

A community engaged in a
range of environmentally sustain-
able activities in the heart of the
bush. A place to hold all kinds of
workshops, where musicians and
artists can come to create, write
and play, a place for community
gardens and bush doofs. The build-
ing of our strawbale house was a
collective exercise where groups of
people around the area came to
help. 

The strawbale house is fat with
straw and smoothed with faint or-
ange lime wash outside and white
inside. It’s the size of a large
houses’ living room and fits every-
thing we need. As dad says, “It’s a
tiny house built before tiny houses
were in!” 

It has dark blue windowpanes
and door frames, like a house from
a Greek island out in the bush. The

straw ceiling is still brown from
when one of dad’s indoor fires
nearly burnt the whole place down. 

Now I drive the ute in on thick
tyres squelching soil and crunching
sticks. A bent wire coat hanger
used as a car antenna hangs on
bravely travelling the rough road.
Tall Silver Top Ash (Eucalyptus
seiberi) dome over and the dogs
run beside the car, entering into
limited mobile range. I park under
clear laserlite covered in
grapevines, arriving at our small
rounded strawbale house that sits
in a clearing between dangling Eu-
calypts and the blue Budawang
Mountain range. 

The dogs appear panting, tails
slapping following me as I unload
the esky and carry bags inside. I

unpack food, books and art sup-
plies, enough to sustain and enter-
tain me for a week or two. As it
darkens outside, I light a fire ganji
inside from newspaper and a neat
bunch of sticks collected by the
last person who stayed. Crouched
on the rug I stare and watch it burn.
The one-roomed house heats up
quickly as the wind outside
swishes and branches snap. I read
under warm lamp light, tucked up
under the old Marimekko doona
covered in big green and yellow
flowers with the dogs at my feet.

When dad and I come out to-
gether he makes me a big bonnie
outside just as the sun goes down
and I grab the stale marshmallows
from the top shelf for us to toast in
ganji.
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Currajuggle 
Zoe Thorman

Zoe toasts marshmallows on the fire at Currajuggle.
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We celebrate the life of Ian
Michael Vardanega, AKA, Sol,
Solly, Vin, Van, Big Rocks, Old
Mate, Dad, & Pa. 

Dad was a battler; he was diag-
nosed with prostate cancer in 2015.
True to his character he took it all
in his stride and was forever the
optimist — the glass was always
half full. He never once com-
plained, and he left no stone un-
turned in trying to beat this terrible
disease.

Dad had a lot of love for his
family, endless love and admira-
tion for the love of his life Brenda,
affectionately nicknamed ‘the
flower’, all 3 kids and especially
his beautiful 6 grandkids. It is that
love that kept him charging for-
ward. Dad, we would like to thank
you for setting a fine example for
us all to follow and to let you know
that we are extremely proud to
have had you as our dad.

Ian was born on the 20th of June

1954 In Griffith NSW to Mariano
known as (Bill) and Eileen Var-
danega (nee Temple). Ian was the
youngest sibling to Keith, Marilyn
and Karen. They grew up on a
small farm at Beelbangera just out-
side of Griffith where they had an
orchard with peaches, oranges, and
a small vineyard. 

One of his early claims to fame
was being able to drive the grey
Fergie T.E.A 20 at the age of 4.
This may have been where his love
for operating machines started. 

Dad attended Beelbangera Pub-
lic Primary School and then went
on to Griffith High School where
he only attended a couple of years
before moving to Nerriga.

Dad was 14 when he moved to
Nerriga to live with his grandpar-
ents Lesley & Nell Temple. His
first job in the area was working on
the Tallawa dam in the Kanagaroo
Valley. He then moved onto clear-
ing for the high voltage power-
lines, the best paid job he had and
all he needed was the HR car and
chainsaw, before going to work for
Percheron in the pine plantations. 

According to Chris Fosdike, all
the girls thought Ian Vardanega
was a bit of a catch and told
Brenda on several occasions,
“Bren you’ve got to meet this guy,
he will be at the dance next week-
end”. But he never was, making
Brenda think she was having her
on. 

Finally, in 1974 Ian met the
Love of his life Brenda Anne
Wales at the Braidwood Commer-
cial before moving on to a dance at
Araluen, and coincidence has it
that Robyn Shepherd who was
knocking around with Mum also
met the love of her life Brian Drury
the very same night.

On the 29th of April 1978
Brenda and Ian declared their eter-
nal love for each other and were
married in this very church, in
front of family and friends who I
am sure some of you here today
were there to witness.

Then came the apples of their
eyes, Daniell 1980, Troy 1983, and
their baby girl, a diamond in the
rough, Leona 1987. 

Dad also had a second occupa-
tion while working on the soil,
moonlighting as a mechanic on big
money keeping Mum’s EH on the
road and in full running condition
to ensure her safe journey of pas-

sage for the Nerriga/Mongarlowe
mail run.

Dad served as a member of
Braidwood Apex for 20 years,
where he did a stint as president in
the year of Leona’s birth, 1987. He
became a life member for his serv-
ices over this time, something of
which he was always proud of. We
still have fond memories of help-
ing Apex on the can collections
and paper drives around town. It
was quite the social scene with a
number of young Apexian families
often heading off camping at Dur-
ras together. It is a privilege that us
boys have also been able to carry
on this Apex tradition in the com-
munity, alongside a group of fine
young men just like Dad and his
mates back in the day.

On the October long weekend in
2005,  Mum and Dad started yet
another chapter in their lives when
they became the proprietors of The
Boiled Lolly, fulfilling their dream
of owning a small business. I think
this is where one element of Dad
shone as he got to know and build
long term friendships with all the
staff, especially the juniors. He had
an uncanny knack of bonding with
most people and as it turns out
most people actually loved him. 

The lolly shop agreed with
Dad’s ideal diet of sweets, toasted
sandwiches and cappuccinos with
3 sugars. He always left with a
peppermint magnum or a tower of
chocolate passionfruit and pepper-
mint icecream stacked on a cone in
that order. He actually became an
icon where many returned cus-
tomers used to ask, ‘where’s the
old bloke today?’. 

Washing down the front of the
shop always turned in to a social
affair when passers by would stop
for a chat and it was for nearly 17
years that Mum, Leona and Dad
toiled here together. It became our
second home and so many friend-
ships were formed with so many
people from the community.

Dad had a love for cattle that
began when his mother in-law
Dulcie Wales gave him her brindle
milking cow. It was from that cow
that his small herd started with
poddy calves “Peggy and Jessie”
tethered around the streets in the
80’s he also had a fine flock of
sheep, doppy and doppy’s brother.
From there he leased land in con-
junction with Chung and Fav’sFrom the Tallaganda Times May 3 1978.

OBITUARY Ian Michael Vardanega  20 June 1954 – 31 May 2022

I can see you Dad, forever sowing in your tractor, likely getting
bogged a time or two, calling out on the radio telling us we aren’t
doing it right, sun shining because you don’t like working in the
rain, dogs in the shade of your ute, cattle in the paddock, looking
down knowing that Mum is ok because she has us to look after her,
and your famous smile from ear to ear, because you are right where
you want to be, home. 

Written and read by Leona Coleman [extract] 

Written by Dan, Troy and Leona, read by Dan and Troy



5BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday June 15, 2022 — 9

which lead to him and mum buy-
ing their beloved Gillamatong
block. 

Like all farming businesses we
have experienced the highs and
lows of the seasons. It was always
a good time when we were all to-
gether with Dad chasing cows, at-
tempting to bale hay, fencing or
spraying a serrated tussock or two,
or a few hundred. It was always a
team effort with Dad at the helm
giving orders, or making last
minute plans that we were all ex-
pected to attend. 

Dad had a work ethic that was
second to none, in his earlier days
he would leave in the dark and get
home in the dark. I can clearly re-
member growing up when he
worked on the soil, it was nothing
for him to leave home at 4.30 in
the morning to be the first on site
and often the last to leave to ensure
everything ran smoothly.  He was
a practical man that had no time for
computers in fact it was only 12
months ago that he retired his old
flip phone for an iPhone, this was
under great sufferance as you
could no longer buy a replacement
battery for the old flip phone. I lost
count of the number of phone calls
I would get when he was trying to
get the GPS working on the tractor,
but what I would give for another
one. 

Dad was never one for material
things or expensive clothes. All he
needed, was a shirt with a top
pocket to hold his glasses, a hanky
in his pocket, his old faithful Land-
cruiser ute, his tractor and his
cows. If all of those things coin-
cided then it was guaranteed to be
a good day. 

Dad kept his quick wit and hu-
mour until the very end, the nurses
and doctors in Canberra hospital
grew to love him for it too. His on-
cologist, after only knowing him
for a short time, ended his shift and
took the time to buy a bucket of hot
chips and drop them in to Dad be-
fore heading home.

Dad had the most beautiful and
contagious smile, it would turn the
dullest day around.

BRAIDWOOD COMMUNITY ASSOC. Sue Murray

“The next general meeting of the
Braidwood Community Association

will be held on Tuesday 21st June at 5.30pm
at the Braidwood Servicemens Club.

All local residents are welcome to attend.” 

The BCA has applied for a grant
to set up a small community hub
in the centre of town.  

After the fires in 2019-20, and
the changes to our community re-
sulting from Covid and the “move
to the regions” the Braidwood
Community Association has iden-
tified a need for a centrally located
community centre.  Unusually for
a country town, Braidwood has no
designated community centre. 

Our proposal envisages a com-
munity space which would serve
several different needs. It would
provide a space for community
groups to share information and
access reliable information tech-
nology.  It would also serve as a
community information centre,
where government and community
services could be advertised and
sometimes provided. 

We also hope to include a small
user-pays Technology Hub.  In re-

BCA plans for a Community Hub
cent years, unreliable phone lines
and Internet connections in our
rural localities have made it very
difficult for many people trying to
work from home or run a small
business out of town.  A centrally
located technology hub could help
overcome some of these problems. 

The grant we have applied for is
a Disaster Recovery and Re-
silience grant, aimed at projects
which will enhance resilience to
natural disasters in the Braidwood
area and surrounding villages.  The
BCA believes that this project will
enhance community connected-

ness and build on the wonderful
work done by the QPRC Disaster
Recovery team since early 2020. 

Community recovery from the
fires and floods, and the social iso-
lation caused by Covid is ongoing
and still continuing. The creation
of a central community/technology
hub in Braidwood, together with
other grant-funded Disaster Re-
covery projects in the district will
contribute to the aim of ensuring
that the community has improved
capacity and capability to respond
to future disasters.

Watch this space …….

Work to improve safety will be
carried out on the Kings Highway
near McCardys Creek, west of
Nelligen, as part of the Kings
Highway upgrade program.
What are we doing?

Transport for NSW will carry
out work to widen the road
lane/shoulder, install safety barrier,
storm water drainage and asphalt
on the Kings Highway near Mc-
Cardys Creek.

Work will be carried out from
Tuesday 14 June for eight weeks,
weather permitting. Our work
times are Monday to Friday, be-
tween 7am and 6pm and Saturdays
between 8am and 1pm.

The project is part of the $20mil-
lion Kings Highway upgrade pro-
gram and aims to contribute to the
overall program objectives of:
• Reducing the frequency of fatal

and serious injury crashes on the
highway by upgrading sections of
the corridor that have existing 1
or 2-Star AusRAP ratings to tar-
get 3-Star ratings

• Enhancing corridor resilience to
road incidents, natural hazards
and during emergency situations

• Improving corridor efficiency for
all road users

How will the work affect you?
There will be some noise associ-

ated with this work. We will make
every effort to minimise noise for
residents and complete work as
quickly as possible.

We will aim to minimise the im-
pacts to your property accesses
during construction, however there
may be times when we need to
work near driveways. The project

manager will contact affected
properties and businesses in ad-
vance.

A reduced speed limit of 40
km/h and stop slow traffic control
will be in place. Road users are ad-
vised to allow up to five minutes
additional travel time and follow
the direction of signage and traffic
control.

For the latest traffic updates, you
can call 132 701, visit
livetraffic.com or download the
Live Traffic NSW App. Thank you
for your patience while we carry
out this essential work.

For more information, please
visit the project webpage or email
SouthProjects@transport.nsw.gov.
au.

We will inform the community if
further traffic changes are ex-
pected.

Safety improvements
on the Kings Highway
from Tuesday 14 June  — Transport for NSW media release 



What are the legal steps that
are taken after someone dies? 

After a person dies someone has
to look after the assets of that per-
son and pay the person’s debt. Al-
though the person is no longer
here, his or her affairs must be fi-
nalised and the person to finalise
the affairs is appointed by the Will
of the deceased. 

Where a person is appointed by
a Will, that person is called “an ex-
ecutor”.

An executor is chosen by the
person making the will to carry out
their wishes in managing their Es-
tate, and is responsible for the ad-
ministration and distribution of
assets to beneficiaries according to
those wishes. An executor may be
a friend, a relative, or a profes-
sional. 

Most people are unaware of the
complexities and time involved in
administering an Estate. 
What is Probate?

The executor of a Will may need

to make an application to the
Supreme Court for Probate. This is
usually done with the help of a
lawyer. Probate is a Court order
declaring a deceased’s Will valid
and granting authority for the per-
son(s) named in the Will as the ex-
ecutor to manage and finalise the
deceased’s affairs. 
When do I need to apply for
Probate?

It is not always necessary to
apply for a Grant of Probate. The
need for a Grant by the Courts has
been relaxed over the years, al-
though an application for a Grant
is still necessary in many cases. 

The requirement to apply for a
Grant of Probate will depend upon
the nature of the assets of the Es-
tate. To determine whether a Grant
is needed, the person appointed ex-
ecutor in the will must contact the
organisations with which the de-
ceased held assets to determine the
requirements of those organisa-
tions for transfer of those assets to

by the executor or the executor’s
lawyer.

Likewise, any land in the sole
name of the deceased can be trans-
ferred to the executor or the bene-
ficiary through.  Where the
deceased owned land in more than
one jurisdiction, it may be neces-
sary to apply to the Supreme Court
of each jurisdiction for a reseal of
the Grant of Probate, before the
land can be transferred under the
Will. 

—  * — * — * —
If you need to know any more

about administering an Estate you
can contact your local lawyer An-
gela Backhouse on 6188 3600 or
email angela.backhouse@cham
berlains.com.au
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THE LAW Angela Backhouse 

Being the executor in a
deceased estate

the executor or the beneficiaries. 
Where a dispute does or is likely

to arise over the Estate, a person
appointed as executor would be
wise to apply for a Grant of Pro-
bate. 
Paying any debts and distributing
the assets

Any debts of the Estate must be
paid before the Estate is distributed
to the beneficiaries. Then the ex-
ecutor distributes the Estate in ac-
cordance with the will.

After the Grant of Probate has
been made, evidence of the Grant
must be sent to the various places
where the deceased’s assets were
held (ie. the deceased’s banks or
share registries). Those institutions
then transfer the assets as directed
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Sadly, scams are becoming in-
creasingly sophisticated and it’s
an unfortunate fact of life that
scams and other financial crimes
are on the rise. 

To help spread awareness about
how people can protect themselves
against criminal activity online and
over the phone, Braidwood’s
Changing Times caught up with
Nick Fry, Community Engagement
Manager of Braidwood and Bun-
gendore Bank branches, to explain
what you can do to protect yourself
and your family against scams and
other financial crimes.
Nick, what exactly is a scam?

A scam is a dishonest scheme or
fraud on an unsuspecting person.
Scams cost Australians millions of
dollars each year and anyone can
be targeted. From dating scams to
fake shopping websites and ‘get
rich quick’ offers, scammers use
many different methods to try to
steal your money or your sensitive
information. Scammer’s messages
can be highly sophisticated, often
using brands and logos to make
their messages look like the real
thing.
What are the most common
scams the bank is currently see-
ing?
Phishing scams:

This is when a scammer contacts
you via email, phone, text or
through social media, pretending
to be a legitimate organisation such
as a government agency, bank or
service provider. These scams may
also include emails with links
which provide scammers with re-
mote access to your device if you
and open and click on them. 

To protect yourself from
phishing attacks, don’t click on
links in unexpected emails or
text messages from people or
organisations you do not know. 

Remember, banks, service
providers and telecommunication
companies will never ask you to
update your personal or billing in-
formation by clicking a link in an
email. Contact the company via
another channel to confirm if the
email is legitimate. 

Business email compromise
and invoice hacking scams:

This is where criminals use in-
formation they have obtained by
hacking into your computer or
computer systems. Here’s how it
works: A scammer posing as one
of your regular suppliers will tell
you that their banking details have
changed. They may tell you that
they recently changed banks and
may even use letterheads and
branding to convince you they are
legitimate. They will provide you
with a new bank account number
and ask for all future payments be
processed to the new account num-
ber. This scam is usually detected
when the regular supplier calls to
ask you why they have not been
paid yet! Again, if you are unsure
of the email notification, contact
the business straight away. Be ex-
tremely wary of unexpected emails
from individuals in very senior po-
sitions at a company requesting
you to transfer funds.
Remote access scams:

These scams happen when a
scammer contacts you via phone,
text or email claiming to be a com-
pany you may be familiar with.
This is usually your bank, a utility
company, telecommunication serv-
ice or government agency. Scam-
mers will trick people into gaining
access to their phone or computer,
providing them full access to per-
sonal information from a remote
location.
Things to remember:
• Never provide a caller with re-

mote access to your computer and
never provide your personal de-
tails to a caller you don’t know
over the phone. If in doubt, sim-
ply hang up. 

• Never share your log in details
with anyone over the phone or by
email and make sure you com-
plete regular software updates.

• Don’t keep putting updates off –
they are a vital part of staying safe
online.

My friend says their identity
was stolen. What is identity
theft?

This is a type of fraud that in-
volves stealing money or gaining

other benefits by pretending to be
someone else. Identity theft can
occur in many ways, such as from
someone using your credit card to
make purchases or in a worst-case
scenario, having your entire iden-
tity assumed by another person and
used to take out loans or conduct
illegal transactions under your
name. This can be emotionally and
financially devastating and incred-
ibly time-consuming to rectify. 
Is cheque fraud still around? 

Although cheques are not as
commonly used these days and are
gradually being phased out, con-
sider the following tips:
• Keep your cheque book in a safe

and secure place
• Never pre-sign cheques
• When mailing cheques, mark

“Not Negotiable”
• Bank cheques should not be con-

sidered as cash
What about protecting our
children?

Increasingly, children are being
targeted online and can be vulner-
able to aggressive behaviour and
criminal activity. Children can be
soft targets as they use the internet
regularly and often interact exten-
sively via social media - but are
often too inexperienced to recog-
nise when they are being deceived.
Education is always the best way
to protect your children.
Can you run us past the ‘Do’s
and ‘Don’ts?       

In a nutshell:
• Don’t open suspicious texts, just

delete them
• Don’t enter or provide your

credit or debit card number to
people sending unsolicited

emails, unfamiliar websites or
callers

• Don’t respond to callers asking
for information about – or re-
mote access to your computer
HANG UP IMMEDIATELY!

• Keep your personal details se-
cure

• Choose your passwords carefully
- protect your accounts and im-
portantly, your WiFi network
with a secure password. 

• Back-up your data regularly and
securely

• Beware of any requests for your
personal details or money

If you think you have been
a victim of a scam, you need

to let the Bank know
immediately!

Where can people get more
 information? 

Bendigo Bank is committed to
ensuring the security of customer’s
money and personal information.
We have implemented advanced
security measures to address the is-
sues associated with banking on-
line, but it is equally important that
customers take the security of their
personal computers just as seri-
ously.  

We urge customers to familiarise
themselves with security informa-
tion provided by Bendigo Bank to
protect themselves and their family
online at: 

https://www.bendigobank.com.
au/security/

and to sign up to:
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/

for all the latest regular news and
tips on how to prevent fraud and
other scams.

Scramming the scammers
Preventing, detecting and protecting yourself against scams and financial crimes
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I recently wrote about Maggie O’Farrell’s
Hamnet when my topic was Shakespeare. 

Her stunning imagining of the Bard’s early
married life and loss of his son fitted right into
my theme, as well as preparing me for the grief
I knew was coming.  Mesmerised by her pow-
erful and direct prose, I sought out something
else she had written.

This turned out to be The Sunday Times Best-
seller, I Am, I Am, I Am,  Tinder Press, Great
Britain, 2017.  

This is a memoir with a difference. Subtitled
Seventeen Brushes with Death, it chronicles
that many times Maggie O’Farrell has come
close to dying. It makes you wonder how many
times we ourselves might count, if we were
more aware. Anyone who has had appendicitis,
been caught in a dumper in the surf, had a near
miss in traffic, been followed in the street, had
a difficult pregnancy … The difference is that
O’Farrell did notice, did follow up on the pos-
sibilities. Is it to our advantage that we didn’t
know, or are we missing something? 

O’Farrell was born a sensitive fragile child,
clever, and with a wild adventurous spirit. Not
an easy combination. She was bullied at school
for being ‘different,’ especially after a bout of
encephalitis left her in a wheelchair for months,
and then with impaired fine motor control and
balance skills. Why are children so cruel, and
do schools address this issue more effectively
these days?

It’s part of a writer’s job to say for others,
what they can’t say for themselves. So she was
always a writer in the making, remembering,
discovering, putting vague recollections into
into concrete words.  A stranger accosted her
when hiking in the Lake District. She talked her
way out of it, and the police wouldn’t take her
complaint seriously. The next girl  wasn’t so
lucky: “Death brushed past me on that path, so
close that I could feel its touch, but it seized that
other girl and thrust her under.” 

At least she was able to identify the predator
to the now-interested police.

I grew up in beach areas and learnt to read
the water. Three times I wanted to shout to her,
Don’t go in there! But she always did. 

What is it with some people? I guess they’re
doomed to write books.

The next scary stranger she met was in the
mountains of Chile, and this one put a machete
to her throat. Obviously, she escaped him as
well. She acquired exotic diseases far from hos-
pitals. Pregnancies were complicated by her un-
derlying health problems and doctors who
wouldn’t listen in the early days of the NHS.
Some of these bits made me angry. Why do
men who dislike and despise women take up

medicine? Do they expect to get only male pa-
tients? 

Then her daughter was born with severe im-
mune disorders, always at risk of anaphylactic
shock. But she too has a life, and her mother
has a daughter. 

There’s a quote I find reassuring: Nothing
bad ever happens to a writer: it’s all ‘copy.’

BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

Books about ILLNESS
are very topical right now!

There’s another article, another poem, another
book. A writer is always standing back just a
little way, looking for the story. So it was for
comic writer Betty MacDonald (died 1958).
She’d escaped an abusive marriage to scrape a
living in 1930s Seattle, with two young girls,
when she contracted tuberculosis aka The
White Plague. 

Betty spent a year in a government sanitar-
ium, able to see family only once a month. The
treatment was not much more than bed rest,
with a few strange experimental treatments
along the way. This was a new disease, not
completely understood, with a great deal of
trial-and-error about it. Sound familiar? 

Sound hilarious? Betty MacDonald makes it
so. The Plague and I (1951) is one of the fun-
niest books I’ve read, and it’s still in print. Of
course there is darkness behind it, but isn’t that
so of any good book? 

Another of my groups is reading Jane Eyre
(Charlotte Brontë, 1842). 

Mental illness is only one of the themes in
this multi-layered story. It’s intrinsic to the plot,
yet still not well understood, still subject to ex-
perimental treatments, and still around in
plague proportions, or so it seems to me. 

Did Mr Rochester provide the best care avail-
able at the time for his mad wife? No, he did
not. You only have to read The Surgeon of
Crowthorne (Simon Winchester, 1998) or see
the filmed version The Professor and the Mad-
man (2019) to realise this. 

Perhaps we are all in some sense just mo-
ments from death. The message is, Don’t waste
any of those moments. Maggie O’Farrell’s title
and affirmation I am I am I am comes from poet
Sylvia Plath’s The Bell Jar (1963). Lovely,
young, talented Plath could not feel her life was
worth continuing, so she chose not to. Maggie
O’Farrell made a different choice.

Doctor: “WHAT DID YOU OPERATE ON JONES FOR?”
Surgeon: “A HUNDRED POUNDS.”
Doctor: “NO,  I MEAN WHAT HAD HE GOT?”
Surgeon: “A HUNDRED POUNDS.”

PUNCH CARTOON 1925

A pair of winter warming concerts
Something to warm the cockles of your heart in this crisp winter weather.
Chisel these dates into your icals/diaries and note that these concerts will
be held at Braidwood Uniting Church (see below) - light filled, warm and
inviting with great acoustics for intimate concerts.

Sunday JULY 31   GUITAR TREK
Australia’s great quartet Guitar Trek -  Tim
Kain, Minh Le Hoang, Matt Withers and
Callum Henshaw - has delighted audi-
ences around the world.  With an ever-
widening range of classical, popular,
Spanish, South American and contempo-
rary Australian works, the versatility of the
guitar and the group’s unique guitar ‘family’
are showcased to stunning effect in every
performance.
Pioneered by Timothy Kain in 1987, Guitar
Trek has reinvented the guitar quartet
medium through the unique combination of
its classically-constructed, different-sized
guitars – Treble, Standard, Baritone and
Bass. Critics and audiences the world over
have warmed to the freshness and energy
of Guitar Trek’s live concert appearances. 

2pm  Sunday 31 July
Venue: Braidwood Uniting Church,

64 Monkittee St
(cnr Monkittee and Duncan Sts)

Tix: adults $35 + booking fee, conces-
sions $30 + booking fee, children up to

15 years free.  Any queries, please
email: artwork123@icloud.com
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WHAT’S HAPPENING Laura E Moriarty

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

News
trivia
How well have you
been paying attention?
n Rafael Nadal won last
week’s French Open. How
many French Open titles
has he now won?
n To celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee, she did a
filmed skit with which
iconic English personality?
n An Australian golfer won
the 2022 US Women’s
Open last week. Who is
she?
n Which national leader
has been the first to visit
PM Anthony Albanese?
n Last week the family of
Tamil asylum seekers was
finally allowed to return
home to which Queensland
town? 
n Despite a long weekend
holiday in June to
celebrate it, when is the
Queen’s actual birthday?
(Bonus point for the year
she was born)
n What was the score of
the rugby league state of
origin match last week?
n Two major musical acts
of the 70s and 80s have
recently made comebacks.
One is ABBA. Who is the
other (Bonus point for
naming the 1985 song that
has be re-released)?
n What common vegetable
has been in the news lately
because of its skyrocketing
price?
n He used to star in
movies. Now a movie has
been made about him.
Who is it?

Answers:
1.14; 2. Paddington Bear;
3. Minjee Lee; 4. NZ Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern;
5. Biloela; 6. 21 April
(Bonus: 1926); 7. Qld 16
NSW 10; 8. Kate Bush
(Bonus: Running Up That
Hill); 9. Lettuce; 10. Elvis
Presley.

???

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

As the Queen’s Birthday long
weekend draws to a close and will
be two days past when this is pub-
lished, your correspondent is
pleased to report that the big
Braidwood Book Fair was a re-
sounding success, as was Derek
Duffy’s garage sale in the Old
Pharmacy building.

—  * — * — * —
At the Smokey Horse, Nyash are

playing on 25th June, and it’s a
free show. The evening promises
to be an infusion of Afrobeat, ska,
and reggae, with this nine-piece or-
chestra combining the mighty
Afro-funk of Nigeria’s Fela Kati
with a tight brass section and
heavy jazz and ska grooves, Nyash
are a West Belconnen band. Sup-
ported by Shadow Ministers, a live
dub/jazz quartet exploring live dub

styles with a roots/jazz inflection
bringing together this versatile
Canberra band.

—  * — * — * —
The Servicemen’s Club has what

promises to be a standout show of
Faulty Towers on 17th June. This
tribute show has been created by
Interactive Theatre to be a dining
experience not to be missed. Get
there by 7, for a 7:30 start. Book-
ings essential, call 4842 2108 to
book. $65 for members and $70 for
non-members, with a three course
meal provided.

—  * — * — * —
The Club also have Friday Raf-

fles, drawn weekly, and a karaoke
competition starting 1st July.

—  * — * — * —
Line Dancing is on at the Club

from 7pm to 9pm on Friday nights.
—  * — * — * —

Folk Dancing is on at the Club
from 9:30am on Monday morn-
ings, and is free to attend.

—  * — * — * —
The Bridge Club meet weekly at

the Club on Tuesday afternoons
from 1pm to 4pm and is free to at-
tend. Contact Mrs Olive Royds on
4842 1732. New members without
any experience playing Bridge are
welcome to attend, and there is no
cost for playing.

—  * — * — * —
Wednesdays also see the Ladies

Exercise Group meet at the Club
from 10am to 11am, and is an in-
formal way to get fit and have fun.
Free to attend.

—  * — * — * —
Social bowls is on at the Club as

well, each Wednesday at 12:45pm
for a 1pm start. 

—  * — * — * —
Tai Chi is on at the Club on

Tuesdays from 10-11 am. Irene
Woodford will guide you through
it, and you can pay a donation to
attend.

—  * — * — * —
Movement for Wellbeing for

men and women is on every Sun-
day morning at the Club, from
11am to 12pm, and is designed for
people with mobility issues and in-
volves gentle exercises starting in
a chair and progressing to standing
exercises. Warmup, stretching,
movement, and cooling down with
great music.

—  * — * — * —
Tango Dancing is on at the Club

every Tuesday from 5:45pm and is
for beginners, Wednesday evening
practical sessions from 5:30pm to
7:00pm, and Saturday morning
classes from 10:30am to 12pm,
with Chris Watkins and Erika
Mordek. $10 for classes, and
please contact Erika on 0432 687
255 for further information. 

—  * — * — * —
Also on Tuesdays at the Club is

a Squash Competition during the
evenings, and bingo on every fort-
night with alternating times of 1pm
and 6:30pm.

—  * — * — * —
The St Vincent dePaul society

meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to 1pm.

—  * — * — * —
Crafty or Not Crafty group meet

every Thursday morning at the An-
glican Parish Centre behind the
Anglican Church on Elrington St
from 11am to 12pm. All are wel-
come.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Quilters and Textiles

are meeting every Wednesday
down at the Scout Hall from 10am
onwards.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
St Bede’s Parish
Reflection on the Gospel of John 16:12-15 by
Greg Sunter

Today’s passage has Jesus saying to the dis-
ciples that there is still so much that he has to
say to them, to teach them. But the disciples are
not ready to receive everything in the time that
Jesus has remaining. So to continue the teach-
ing of Jesus and to continue the expression of
Love, the Father and the Son will send the
Spirit. It was the sending of the Spirit that we
celebrated last week in the feast of Pentecost
and it is the unity of Father, Son and Spirit that
we celebrate this week in Trinity Sunday.
Historical Context – The Nicene Creed

The definitive statement of Christian belief
is contained within the Nicene Creed that is
proclaimed by the community in the Mass. It
was developed by the Council of Nicea, held in
325, in response to a variety of teachings (some
declared to be heresy) that were circulating at
the time and the creed was further revised in
381. The creed declares that Jesus is ‘God from
God, light from light, true God from true God
… of one being with the Father’ and that the
Holy Spirit ‘proceeds from the Father and the
Son’. All of these statements seek to define the
oneness of the Trinitarian God.
Have you thought? Spoken through the
prophets

One Creedal statement about the Holy Spirit
is that ‘He has spoken through the prophets’.
This statement of Christian belief is to reaffirm
that the Spirit has played a role throughout
human history and did not ‘come into being’ at
Pentecost. In fact, a translation of the opening
lines of Genesis reads, ‘and the Spirit of God
hovered over the waters’. Although the Old
Testament emphasises God the Creator, or the
Father, the gospels emphasise the role of Jesus,
the Son and the New Testament writings em-
phasise the work of the Spirit, all three expres-
sions of God’s loving presence are beyond the
limits of time and place.
Living the Gospel – Trinity

Every time we make the sign of the cross we
reaffirm our belief in a God who is Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. Although some people have
difficulties with the gender-specific language
of ‘Father’ and ‘Son’ and look for other ways

to express this reality, all Christian people pro-
fess a belief in the one God who is experienced
in three distinct ways. We are baptised ‘in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit’ and we remind ourselves of this re-
ality when we pray and when we bless our-
selves or others.

—  * — * — * —
“Help Ukranians Raffle”, sponsored by the

Goldsmith Street Surgery in Goulburn. Tickets
available from Wendy Hart either at Mass times
or wherever you see her around town. Many
prizes are on offer. See poster for details. Tick-
ets $5 each or 5 for $20.

—  * — * — * —
Weekend Mass time: Saturday at 6.00pm

(Vigil)
Weekday Mass: Tuesdays at 10am.

imply that we can claim God’s promises by our
own actions, by managing our own agendas of
reconciliation.

—  * — * — * —
We better understand the principle of Justifi-

cation by Faith if we first acknowledge that it
was God who quite deliberately, intentionally
and knowingly initiated the first covenant
promises between himself and his people. The
foundational and eternal principle of all rela-
tionships was initiated by God, maintained by
God, ratified by God and sustained by God. It
was humans who breached the cohesion and
harmony of the relationship. “I will be your
God, and you will be my people!” was and in-
tentional relationship and statement of fact.

—  * — * — * —
Even if today we were to strain every fibre

of our being to live according to God’s law
there would be some point at which we simply
don’t measure up. Some deficiency, deflection
or deviation from total compliance would soon
become apparent. The profound alternative to
the law is Jesus Christ himself. Faith alone is
the key that unlocks the door to restitution and
restored relationship. Christ has taken the curse
of the law upon himself because he became the
curse for us. Through Christ the law has been
nullified and negated, it has been defused of it’s
tyranny, it has been superseded so that faith is
the new vehicle of our justification.

Rev. Rick Lewis 
– Braidwood Anglican Church

Braidwood Anglican Church
In Galatians 3: verses 10 to 14 and 23 to 29,

Paul deals with one of the early controversies
of Christian Adherence in the 1st Century AD.
It is a controversy that will simply not go away
and still has currency today. It seeks to answer
the long held and much debated view of how
people come to Christ. Is it by works alone or
by expressions of faith? To better understand
the parameters of the debate we must briefly
look at the two models. The Christian Church
emerged from ancient Jewish traditions based
on legalism and strict observance of the law.
The ‘new movement’ was more aligned to a
‘FAITH’ based model. Through Paul, the newly
emerging community of believers were pro-
vided with new frames of reference, new guide-
lines by which true religion would be expressed
which advocated ‘The Way of Christ’. It is
worth noting the dramatic changes Paul em-
braced in and through Christ. He went from ad-
versary to advocate, antagonist to adherent,
brawler to believer, persecutor to proponent and
protagonist to propagator.

—  * — * — * —
Essential to the new message was a thorough

consideration of every detail in the life of Jesus
Christ, his life, death, resurrection, ascension
and finally his glorification. There was an ur-
gent need to distinguish between the rule of law
and the rule of faith. This issue was the great
divisive debate of the day and as mentioned
earlier remains so today. Firstly, in Galatians
3:10-14 we are presented with some questions
and two options, BUT, which one is correct,
which true? Which option is best, the believing
option (FAITH) or the doing option (WORKS
OF THE LAW)? If faith and the law both come
from God, then surely they have equal validity,
surely the apparent contradictions can be re-
solved? Well, not quite because one has ascen-
dancy over the other. It is only faith that can
justify us before God because we trust that God
in Christ has done the essential work for us to
bring about redemption and salvation. Works of
the law are deficient and defective for they
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STAR TIMES

GOLF NEWS

Mamasinjamnotmarm
Happy birthday Liz and thanks
for the holiday and gongs.
Ninety-six eh, my goodness you
must be tired of smiling. Even
though the glossy gravure week-
lies that sold millions during
your middle reign, so to speak,
are long gone, you are still pop-
ular out here in the old empire.
But time moves on and if we
 didn’t need to put dear Charlie
on our money I think not many
hearts would be broken. 

PowerCosuckerpunch
Here’s another number for you to
uncover: your NMI. “What the
fug’s that?” I hear you cry. No,
not your NME; that’s determined
by foreign policy and corporate
capital-infused media magnates. 
Of course first you need to know
the DMO. It’s going up in price
by 8%, 11% or 18% depending
on which gouging zone you’re in.
That’s the Default Market Offer
which is the highest amount
your electricity supplier can get
away with charging you. It’s
what you could pay if you don’t
know your NMI. Look, it’s sim-
ple. Go to the Australian Gov-
ernment website EME, that’s
Energy Made Easy and find the
best offer in your region. But first
you must play ‘Where’s Wally’
and peruse you current power
bill with a magnifier to find the
hidden 10 digit NMI. Or not.
Plan B is to wait until another
power company rings you at din-
ner time with a better offer, but
of course that happens less often
since you had the landline dis-
connected so as to get a cheaper
phone plan deal.

Niptoofarandbetucked
Why not try your hand at cos-
metic surgery? All you need is a
15 hour online course and you
too can have a diploma in say,
facelifts, from the European Col-
lege of Aesthetic Medicine and
Surgery, ECAMS. Yep, you’re
ahead of me in the acronym
jokes.

Oddsontheybeatthetax
The online betting industry has
reached fever pitch. Not only can
we earn our money working from
home, we can now lose it all from
there as well. The foreign bookies
are domiciled in Dublin, The Isle
of Man and Stoke on Trent. They
all run their local operations from
the Northern Territory where,
handily, they pay a flat yearly fee
rather than a percentage of their
massive profits.

Neocolonialismisallgas
In 1960 the oil producing coun-
tries took advantage of decoloni-
sation and formed OPEC to
ensure that the wealth from their
oil flowed to the people under
whose land it lay. Just saying.

IT’S A
FULL MOON

AND YOU
KNOW WHAT
THAT MEANS

Results: Saturday June 11

Men’s Stroke (Monthly Medal)
Winner: Mark Newman 72 nett
Runner Up: Spiro Agnew 73 nett
c/b
Ball Comp: Michael Eisen 73,
Michael Toirkens 76, Don Burke
77,
Michael Fitzgerald 78, Andrew
Clark 79
NTP: 6/15: Michael Eisen
Jackpot 12th ($120): Not Won
Handicap Changes: Rod Royds
out 1 to 19, Keith Ferguson out 1

A couple of weeks without rain and some early
winter sunshine has got the golf course drying out
somewhat from its recent drenching. 

There was a good turnout for the Monthly Medal

competition last Saturday with golfers enjoying the
mild conditions.

Members and visitors are reminded that they
must register by 11.30 on Saturdays for a prompt
12.00 hit off.

to 24,
Tom Duffy out 1 to 29
Women’s Stroke (Monthly
Medal)
Winner: Deb Ferguson 66 nett
Runner Up: Carmen Byrne 74
nett
Ball Comp: Sarah Heine 75 nett
Putting: Michelle Henry 29 c/b
Handicap Changes: Sarah Heine
out 1 to 36
Coming Events
June 18 Saturday: Committee
Meeting 10.30am

Men’s Single Stableford –
Michael Toirkens Trophy
Women’s 2BBB Stableford - Deb
Ferguson Trophy
June 25 Saturday: Medley 2BBB
Stableford Aggregate- Majors
Creek Pub Trophy
July 2 Saturday: Men’s &
Women’s Stroke & Monthly
Medals
July 9 Saturday: Men’s 2BBB
Stableford - Nick Fry & Rob
Martin Trophy
Women’s 2BBB Stableford -
Michelle Henry Trophy

The state’s peak farming body has
asked the NSW Government to
invest in small scale on-farm re-
newables to ease cost pressures
for food producers. 

The cost of electricity had nearly
tripled in the past decade, accord-
ing to Reg Kidd from the NSW
Farmers Energy Transition Work-
ing Group, who said regional and
rural users already paid 25 per cent
more than urban users.  

“This is a huge cost for country
people, but it’s especially felt by

Power prices pressure
farmers
NSW Farmers

those high energy users such as
dairy farmers and intensive live-
stock producers,” Mr Kidd said. 

“Many farm businesses are seek-
ing efficiencies and certainty of en-
ergy supply by installing solar or
other renewable generation,
backed up by batteries, and while
the costs of these are gradually re-
ducing, they are still a major infra-
structure investment to meet
business rather than residential re-
quirements. 

“NSW Farmers is asking the
state government for investment in
farm businesses, including subsi-
dies and low interest loans, to in-
stall renewable energy generation
and storage.” 

For primary producers, Energy
Sustainability Rebates have the po-
tential to reduce reliance on fossil
fuels and reduce carbon emissions,
Mr Kidd said. With food being a
major output of agricultural opera-
tion, all Australians had a stake in
ensuring farms could transition to
clean, affordable and reliable en-
ergy. 

“Without reliable energy supply
the fresh product can quickly spoil
and result in shortages,” Mr Kidd
said.  

“By installing renewable energy
systems primary producers in-
crease certainty across their busi-
ness operations and contribute to
economy-wide carbon emission re-
duction targets. 

“Decision makers serious about
these targets should support farm-
ers investing in energy efficient or
own-generation technology, which
will also improve reliability of
local electricity supply.” 


