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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
We: 1° 14° 0%
Th: 1° 14° 15%
Fr: 0° 10° 15%
Sat: -4° 11° 10%
Sun: -3° 11° 20%
Mon 2° 13° 10%
Tue: 1° 12° 10%
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Work is underway to develop the
first Affordable Housing Strategy
for the Queanbeyan Palerang
community to address a growing
social and economic issue — the
lack of housing people can afford.

Councillors recently received a
briefing on progress with the strat-
egy from experienced consultants
Judith Stubbs and Associates,
hired in response to a council res-
olution of 9 March.

At the 9 March meeting, Greens
Cr Katrina Willis said: “There is
plenty of new housing being built
across Queanbeyan–Palerang but
much of it beyond the financial
reach of more and more people.

“People in need of crisis accom-
modation are sent to Goulburn,
away from family and support
services.

“Older public housing homes
are being sold on the basis they
are too costly to maintain but the
proceeds are not being reinvested
in new public housing. Private
rental rates are rising faster than
wages, government income sup-
port and most retiree’s investment
returns.

“While this council has relied
on the private sector to address
this issue in the past, this is not
working. We need government to

take a more active role to correct
market failures.”

The consultants are working
with local housing advocates and
undertaking research to prepare
policy options for council in a
draft strategy. This will be re-
leased for public feedback before
the end of the year.
“This region has a shortage of

retail, hospitality and health
workers because there is

nowhere for them to live.”
Issues may include specific de-

mographic statistics, such as an
ageing population needing smaller
and more manageable housing.
This is a pressure that Bungen-
dore, for example, has felt for
some time.

Cr John Preston noted another
serious impact: “This region has a
shortage of retail, hospitality and
health workers because there is
nowhere for them to live. There is
a shortage of staff at Braidwood
hospital that is partly related.” 

Housing affordability featured
in last year’s local elections, with
progressive candidates pledging
action, and more recently at the
federal election in May. It is also
likely to feature in the NSW elec-
tion campaign leading up to
March 2023. Affordable housing,
as the councillors noted, has be-
come an insurmountable problem
for many low to moderate income
earners while social housing has
not been replaced and crisis ac-
commodation is a constant
headache for charities and com-
munity organisations.

Results of the recent census for
the Queanbeyan Palerang LGA
(QPRC) show that the median
weekly rent in 2021 was $465,
which can be all the income of a
very low income earner (someone
on a pension or a casual worker,
eg a casual cleaner), and nearly
half the income of someone on a
moderate income. Averaging of
rental value in the LGA in the cen-
sus results may be tempered by
Queanbeyan which supports a
wider diversity of housing op-
tions, so the median rent in Bun-
gendore for example is possibly
much higher.

“There are a lot of people in
Bungendore couch surfing,” Cr
Preston said.
Rural townships under urban
pressure

I will talk about Bungendore
because I am familiar with it and
because it is now a growing satel-
lite town like many across Aus-
tralia. The housing boom in
Bungendore has been well sup-
ported by itinerant or permanent
Defence Department workers
based at the nearby HQJOC, who
pay high rents in the new estates
or buy the top range town and
rural houses.

Ready wealth has obscured the
fact that a lot of young people not
connected to a well-paying job
need to stay in the region for rea-
sons of social cohesion, seniors
wish to do so for the same reason,
and there is a shocking lack of one
and two bedroom, one bathroom
units, studios or boarding house
accommodation on the market.

COVID stats for the week to 22 July
There were 38 new cases of COVID reported in the 2622
postcode area in the seven-day period to Friday 22 July.
The five-day average for that period is 6.4 cases per day.
These are only the cases where PCR tests have been con-
ducted or where RATs have been reported to NSW Health.
It does not include cases where people have tested positive
on a RAT at home and self-isolated.
Stay safe: wear a mask in indoor and crowded locations,
observe hand hygiene and where possible, maintain social
distancing.

Queanbeyan–Palerang Council sees
the need for affordable housing

A.Angel writes in The District Bulletin ‘Council Watch’



The sight of wet, bedraggled
music festival-goers up to their
ankles in mud, bogged cars and
water-logged tents at the Byron
Splendour in the Grass festival
over the weekend made one won-
der if it was all worth it.

Sure there were some great acts
and Byron is nothing if not an
iconic venue, but so much rain
and so much mud. It didn’t look
like there was a lot of splendour
and there was certainly no grass. 

However, after two years of

rolling lockdowns and cancelled
events, it hardly comes as a sur-
prise that people are flocking back
to festivals and large events, even
when those events themselves
constitute a risk of spreading
COVID.

The 2022 Splendour in the
Grass may well go down in his-
tory in the same way as the last of
the four Sunbury Festivals in the
1970s. Sunbury, held on a private
property outside the Victorian
town of Sunbury, was held annu-

ally from 1972-1975 and was
billed as “Australia’s answer to
Woodstock”. The 1974 Sunbury
festival featured up-and-coming
British band, Queen, who arrived
two hours late for their show and
were subsequently booed with
yells of “Go back to Pommyland
ya poofters.” Lead singer, Freddy
Mercury told the crowd that the
next time Queen toured Australia
they would be the “biggest band
in the world.” (Queen next toured
Australia in 1976, arguably the
biggest band in the world at the
time.)

In 1975 the rain came down,
giving the festival the nickname
“Mudbury” as festival-goers
turned the paddock into a quag-
mire. British heavy rock band
Deep Purple were headliners, but
when an unknown Aussie band,
AC DC, jumped on the stage and
plugged their gear into Deep Pur-
ple’s sound system an all-out
brawl with the Deep Purple road-
ies ensued and festival patrons left
without hearing from Angus and
Malcolm Young and the boys. Ah,
good times.

Music festivals have evolved
with the times and Splendour,

now in its 20th year has become
one of the fixtures on the music
calendar. This year’s partial
washout may end up being as leg-
endary as that of Sunbury 1975.

It’s not just the big festivals
we’ve missed over the past two
years, however. Football of all
codes, live theatre, live music
from pub gigs through to opera –
this winter has seen a return to live
entertainment on a pre-pandemic
scale.

People have felt the need for
mass entertainment since the days
of the Roman gladiatorial fights to
the death and throwing Christians
to lions. Our entertainment might
be slightly less blood-soaked
these days (although a mosh pit in
the mud has interesting potential)
but it is no less a part of societal
demands.

As consumers of mass enter-
tainment we also need to evolve
with the times and remain mindful
that large events can also result in
prolonging the pandemic that
halted them for two years. We
have a responsibility to each other,
even while enjoying the events
that we’ve missed.

2 — Wednesday July 27, 2022 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

Now is the winter of
our disco tent

Bungendore continues to build
five bedroom houses and more re-
cently and belatedly, overly-ex-
pensive seniors units.

The push for an Abbeyfield
House facility, which caters to in-
dependent living for seniors in
what is essentially a shared house,
had fundraised a lot of money
only to be stymied by the contro-
versial state decision to place a
high school in a central heritage
location and push Abbeyfield out
of its promised generous plot of
land near the previous Palerang
council chambers.

Now Abbeyfield is projected to
be placed on a small plot of land
between Bungendore Scout Hall

and preschool, an aesthetically un-
appealing and cramped option,
made worse by the fact it is now
expected it will also be adjacent to
a bitumen car park that will grace
both sides of Turallo Terrace to
service the new school.

The housing consultants to
QPRC hopefully will advise coun-
cil to not treat subsidised or af-
fordable housing as a
lower-standard of construction op-
tion and stipulate that it is built ‘in
character’ to the rest of the village
while providing maximum
amenity for its occupants. This in-
cludes adequate green surrounds.
An example of an endearing
amenity in Bungendore is the tiny

cluster of units built in the ‘80s in
Butmaroo Street, where the dis-
crete and intimate design make
the complex pleasing.
Options for affordable
housing

Recommendations made to
other councils illustrate some op-
tions for QPRC. Council can re-
quire developers to devote a
proportion of their land to afford-
able housing projects. Council can
rezone land to facilitate affordable
housing; it can continue allowing
dual occupancies on rural blocks,
a permission that was nearly with-
drawn a few years ago, presum-
ably to force people to subdivide
instead. Some councils also de-
velop their own land for social
housing that is managed by com-
munity providers, as Shoalhaven
City Council recently did.

How the 9 March decision on
affordable housing was decided

Following the motion by Cr
Willis supported by others to de-
velop an affordable housing strat-
egy, an amendment by Crs Burton
and Grundy that sought to post-
pone the strategy to  next year was
voted down and the original mo-
tion was carried: For: Crs Biscotti,
Burton, Livermore, Preston,

Taskovski, Webster, Willis, Wil-
son and Winchester.  Against: Cr
Grundy.

Cr Grundy said she thought that
the plan had “tremendous merit”,
but it was “fiscally irresponsible”,
would displace other items in the
budget, and that it was “policy on
the run”. 

Acting CEO at the time, Phil
Hansen, replied that staff could
find funds by postponing work on
some new suburban developments
— “work on the Bungendore
Structure Plan, the Bungendore
East Planning development and
Elmgrove.” In the end, council
hired Judith Stubbs & Associates
to research and draft.

Affordable housing
... continued from page 1

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Town blocks are pricey in Braidwood.



Many of you would know Mur-
ray, a quiet and polite man who
has a passion for the community,
in particular with the youth of the
district. 

My years may be a little incor-
rect, but I reckon Murray arrived
in Braidwood some 20 years ago
and in his own way made a mark
on the town during this time.

In the past few years, he has
been living with his partner, An-
drea, in Long Beach. They have
since decided to sell up and buy
some land in a quiet little town in
Tasmania, called Orford. Murray
and Andrea will then set about
building their own home.

Murray was involved in a num-
ber of sporting groups, both play-
ing and coaching, while in
Braidwood. His son Romney was
always by his side keen to learn
and listen to Murray’s words of
wisdom. Junior soccer saw many
early winter mornings setting the
field, coaching the juniors, man-
aging the teams and refereeing. 

He enrolled in many coaching
clinics in his own time just so the
kids could gain further knowledge
on the game. He was named Club
Person of the Year, such was his
dedication and enthusiasm.

Then there was tennis. Murray
has one of the best techniques in
the Braidwood tennis competition
and his backhand topspin down
the line was as good as Rafa or
Roger. Murray played many sea-
sons, in later years with Romney
playing in the night comp with
him. 

And, of course, there was golf.

That smooth tennis action moved
to the golf course and Murray and
Rom spent many years playing to-
gether along with members on
comp days or the Sunday ritual
Chook Run. Murray spent a lot of
time volunteering with the main-
tenance of the course and he basi-
cally established the practice
putting green behind the Club. 

He also assisted with the devel-
opment of junior golf at the Club.
I remember a few years ago when
we were playing golf and a young
player, Nelson Sargent, had just
taken up the game and was play-
ing with another group on a differ-
ent fairway. Murray watched
Nelson play a few shots  and then
Murray immediately ran over to
Nelson. I didn’t know what was
going on! But Murray did. He had
noticed a flaw in Nelson’s grip
and then spent time showing him
how to amend it.

Murray played his final round
of golf probably for quite a few
years last Sunday at Braidwood in
what you might call windy condi-
tions. The weather did not faze
Murray, he went about his busi-
ness and played beautifully. The
following morning another Smith,
Cam, won the British Open, it was
certainly a great 48 hours for the
Smiths. 

The golf club, the soccer club
and the tennis club will miss Mur-
ray, but more importantly our
community will miss him.

We wish you and Andrea all the
best with your new life in Orford.
I believe the Orford Golf Course
is a 3 minute walk away from the
land they purchased and I believe
a few Braidwood golf locals are
already talking about a trip down
to Orford.

Thanks Murray, you have
played a significant part in our
community.
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Thank you
Murray
Nick Fry

John Stahel, Murray Smith and Nick Fry.

Braidwood Lions Club mem-
bers are delighted with the enthu-
siastic community response to the
Young Writers Festival 2022.

Over 240 Entries have been re-
ceived from school aged children
in our district – an outstanding re-
sult given the challenging times
school children and teachers have
been experiencing.

It is very evident that the entries
are of a high quality and clearly
judges are going to have their
work cut out to identify the best in
each of the six categories. Festival
Patron is Jackie French and
Judges this year are Robyn Good-
win, Cate Whittle, Harry Laing,
Andrew Daddo, Julian Davies and
Roger McDonald. 

These folk have now bunkered
down and once they have made
their decisions a start will be made
on producing a Book containing
the best entries.  

This Book will be launched at
the Awards Ceremony which will
be held in the National Theatre on
18 November.

To back up the effort of our
school children there has been an

outstanding level of support of-
fered by local business houses.
Lions Club members are very
grateful to the more than 80 busi-
nesses to date who have offered
various levels of support in chal-
lenging economic times. 

Bendigo Community Bank un-
derwrites the Festival with other
major sponsors being Nova Sys-
tems, Dargues Mine, QPRC
(PLATIUM sponsors), Baringa
Rural Enterprises, Braidwood
APEX, Braidwood Butchery,
Braidwood Rural & Building Sup-
plies, IGA, JG Earthworx, Nu-
trien, Royal Mail Hotel, RMB
Lawyers, Shoemark Group
(GOLD Sponsors)

All sponsors are being entered
onto our website   braidwoody-
oungwriters.com  and will be
recognised on Facebook and in fu-
ture publications.

Braidwood Lions Club mem-
bers warmly thank all involved in
making this Festival such a great
community event  - school chil-
dren, parents, teachers, our Patron,
Judges and to the amazing Braid-
wood business community.

Lions Young Writers
Laurie Ffrench

For a full listing go to braidwoodradio.com.au

Monday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
1:00pm – Flashback Featured Artist with Rob
4:00pm – Book Reading with Rod
6:00pm – The Andy Show
8:00pm – It’s Time
9:00pm – Aussie Music Weekly
  
Tuesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
10:00am - 1st Tue of Month - Our Farm with Frank
11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod,Bill & Vera
6.30pm – Real World Gardener
7:00pm – Crap from the past
9:30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy      
Wednesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
6:00pm – Woodsongs Old Time Radio
7:00pm – Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill
9:00pm - An Audience with the Pope

Thursday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am - Billy Bob at Breakfast
10:00am – From the Archives with Gavin
3:00pm – The Hot 30
6:00pm – Radio Jilly - With Yolande 
8:00pm – Simply 80’s

Friday 
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am - Martin’s Morning Mix
10:00am - The Magazine with Disko
3:00pm – The Conga Line with Billy Bob
5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown
7:00pm - Top 40 from 40 Years ago
9:00pm - Raised On Rock

Saturday
9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger
12:00 – Paul’s Powerzone
1:00pm – A bit of this and that with Gavin
4:00pm – Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
6:00pm – Saturday Night Gold

Sunday
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
7:00pm - The Mechie Show (Prog Rock)
9:00pm - Bluesbeat
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The Bombay Reserve has never
been a formal spot on the map,
but it’s time to put this wonderful
community asset in the spotlight. 

After the North Black Range
Fire tore through the popular
Shoalhaven swimming hole to the
west of Braidwood, major works

were undertaken to rehabilitate the
site. Efforts to reinstate the steps
and install new fencing have long
been completed, but an unfinished
component of the project is the de-
sign and installation of an inform-
ative display board. 

Upper Shoalhaven Landcare

Southern NSW Local Health Dis-
trict (SNSWLHD) is urging resi-
dents to “do their bit” to keep the
community safe as COVID-19,
flu and other respiratory viruses
continue to circulate widely.

SNSWLHD Executive Director
Medical Services, Dr Liz Mullins,
said winter illnesses are placing
real stress on the community and
health system.

“Our hospitals are experiencing
increased presentations due to the
predicted winter increase in
COVID-19, flu and other respira-
tory virus cases. It is vital people

Keeping the Southern
NSW community
safe this winter
Southern NSW Local Health District

are up to date with their COVID-
19 and flu vaccinations, as this
will provide the best protection
against severe illness,” Dr Mullins
said.

“We are also asking the com-
munity to support us in our efforts

A good sign for Bombay Reserve
Council has received a draft dis-
play board for the site. The design
features a map of Bombay and
surrounds, beautifully illustrated
by Christine Payne, the artist be-
hind the local Map of the Mongar-
lowe River.

The hand drawn design cur-

rently features many local flora
and fauna found along the river,
including species like the Bombay
bossiaea (Bossiaea bombayensis),
Scarlet Robins (Petroica boodang)
and platypus (Ornithorhynchus
anatinus). The Braidwood Rock
makes an appearance, along with
stories of first explorers, the gold
mining era and First Nations lan-
guage.

The landholders, Water NSW,
have kindly offered to help print
and install the sign, but it’s up to
the local community to make sure
it reflects the history and diversity
of the region. Upper Shoalhaven
Landcare Council has taken on the
project, in collaboration with Bom-
bay Landcare, the Braidwood
Community Association, Local
Land Services and Water NSW.
They are currently in the process of
reviewing the sign design and are
calling for community engage-
ment. 

If you have knowledge or in-
sights on the history, geography or
ecology of the Bombay region that
you or your group would like to
share, Upper Shoalhaven Land-
care Council would be pleased to
hear from you. You can contact the
Local Landcare Coordinator, Erin
Brinkley at upper.shoalhaven
@gmail.com or 0473 407 079. 

The goal is to finalise design el-
ements by September 2022, and
hopefully get the display board in-
stalled by the end of the year.

Erin Brinkley [at right] shows the proposed signage to the Braidwood Community Assiciation.

to make sure those who need
emergency medical care receive it
as quickly as possible by saving
ambulances and emergency de-
partments for saving lives.

“If an illness or injury is not
life-threatening, we encourage
people to visit their GP or call
Healthdirect Australia on 1800
022 222, which is a 24-hour tele-
phone health advice line staffed
by registered nurses to provide
fast and simple expert advice on
any health issue and what to do
next.”

Everyone six months and older
is recommended to get a flu vac-
cine. Vaccinations are available
through GPs for everyone aged
six months and over and are also
available through pharmacies for
everyone aged five and over.

The flu and COVID-19 vac-
cines can be given together at the
same time. COVID-19 booster
doses are recommended for any-

one 16 years and older who had
their last dose of a primary course
at least three months ago.

To find your nearest COVID-19
vaccination clinic, visit
nsw.gov.au
We can help reduce the risk of
COVID-19 and  influenza to
ourselves and others by:
• staying up to date with our vacci-

nations — for both flu and
COVID-19

• staying home if unwell, taking a
COVID-19 test and self-isolating

• wearing a mask in public indoor
spaces

• getting together outdoors or in
large, well-ventilated spaces with
open doors and windows

• practising good hygiene by wash-
ing or sanitising our hands

• taking a rapid antigen test for
COVID-19 before visiting vul-
nerable loved ones or going to
large gatherings and events.
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Member for Monaro Nichole
Overall and Minister for Regional
Transport and Roads  Sam Far-
raway today announced more
than $12.5 million to replace eight
timber bridges across Monaro. 

Mrs Overall said the Fixing
Country Bridges program was
providing a major boost to  the re-
gion and welcomed the funding
from the most recent round of the
program. 

“This funding will ensure
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council and Snowy  Monaro Re-
gional Council can replace eight
timber bridges in the region with
improved concrete bridges that
will better withstand the environ-
ment,” Mrs Overall said. 

“We’ve seen with the recent wet
weather just how important it is
for our infrastructure  to withstand
natural disasters and I know this
funding will make a huge differ-
ence for  our local communities
who deserve to travel safely from
A to B.” 

“We’ve already seen the bene-
fits this program brings to the re-
gion with the likes of  Foxlow
Street Bridge in Captains Flat re-
placed and funding delivered to
upgrade  Deep Creek Bridge on
Mila Road under the previous
rounds of the program. 

“I welcome this significant
funding announcement today and
look forward to seeing  these
much needed replacements deliv-
ered.” 

The NSW Government has in-
vested $500 million into the Fix-

Funds to replace
timber bridges
Media release from the office of Nichole Overall

ing Country Bridges  Program
which is replacing ageing timber
bridges with upgraded concrete
structures  to better withstand nat-
ural disasters. 

Under the latest round of the
program more than $12.5 million
will be used to replace  eight
bridges, including: 
• $4.6 million to replace three

bridges on Araluen Road at
Braidwood 

• $4.5 million to replace two
bridges on Cambalong Road at
Bombala 

• $1.3 million to replace Redcliffe
Bridge at Palarang 

• $946,000 to replace Darbys Gully
Bridge at Nimmitabel 

• $1,070,385 to replace Black Flat
Bridge at Williamsdale. 
Minister for Regional Transport

and Roads Sam Farraway said
$49.25 million has  been awarded
to replace 34 timber bridges with
concrete bridges across 21 Local
Government Areas (LGA). 

“Our government is getting on
with the job of building infrastruc-
ture to better  withstand extreme
weather events and protect our
supply chain,” Mr Farraway said. 

“That’s why we’re pushing
ahead with Round 2A of the Fix-
ing Country Bridges  program in
LGAs where councils are ready to
get work, so these projects can get
started.” 

The outcome of all other eligi-
ble applications submitted in
Round 2 of the Fixing  Country
Bridges Program is expected to be
announced later this year.

Sam Farraway and Nichole Overall braving a wooden bridge.

LOVE FOREVER, Clare Young’s
debut short film as writer/director
will have its world premiere at the
79th Venice International Film
Festival. 

This is the first time a locally
produced film from Canberra has
been selected to screen at the pres-
tigious festival. The film tells the
story of a girl from Canberra who
navigates the treacherous waters
of first love with a boy from Syd-
ney’s Northern Beaches. “I see
love as the most powerful ener-
getic force.” Young says. “I
wanted to examine its nature: its
danger and its beauty. How it
breaks us down and sets us free.”

Young was recipient of an arts-
ACT grant for an intensive men-
torship with Jane Campion, which
included shadowing her process
through the development and pro-
duction of the first season of Top
of the Lake. “I typed up Jane’s
hand written scripts, brought her
tea, took notes in rehearsals, and
acted out characters sometimes in
a process of hilarious discovery.
Jane taught me the power of un-
compromised vision served by tal-
ented collaborators in the spirit of
love and trust.” 

Hannah McKenzie (Emily),
was selected from auditions with
over eighty girls at Canberra high
schools. “Hannah has this beauti-
ful duality between vulnerability
and strength. She impressed us
with her emotional honesty and
raw talent” says Young. 

Beau Cram, who plays Adam;
was scouted at Avalon beach hav-
ing a post-surf beer. Beau and

LOCAL TALENT

From
Canberra
to 
Venice
with 
love
Rose Ricketson

Hannah had fiery chemistry; their
relationship off set mirrored their
relationship in the film. 

The film was shot on location in
Canberra and Sydney, and was
supported with post-production
funding through Screen Aus-
tralia’s Hot Shots program with
Jane Campion as Executive Pro-
ducer. 

Clare edited the story from her
studio in Braidwood with support
from many local, including Rose
Ricketson (producer) Nick Mun -
nings (sound designer), Jarrah
Kidd (guitar riffs), Willy Bernar -
doff (FX), Asha Kidd (photos),
Elke Kramer (key art), and Kate
Stevens (tattoo design). Clare and
Hannah her lead actress
recorded  narration and music at
Secret Music Records (Karuna’s
studio). Clare says: “There is a
freedom and autonomy of process
that comes from working from
your own studio. In Braidwood I
really found the voice of the film.
I feel so lucky to live here and be
surrounded by so many wonderful
collaborators.

“This film has been the ultimate
training ground. The fact that it
has been selected to premiere at
Venice Film Festival is a dream
come true.” 
LOVE FOREVER will premiere

at the 79th Venice International
Film Festival in the Orizzonti
Short Films Competition, present-
ing the latest aesthetic and expres-
sive trends in cinema, running
between 31st August and 10th
September. 

You can follow the journey on
Instagram: @love.forever.official



This Sunday, 31 July, is National
Tree Day and QPRC will be
marking the occasion in Braid-
wood at the Hassall Reserve
where they will be planting native
trees.

National Tree Day was estab-
lished in 1996 and has grown into
Australia’s largest community tree
planting and nature care event.

Since 1996 National Tree Day
community events have been re-
sponsible for planting around 26
million trees involving around 5
million volunteers. Like Clean Up
Australia Day, the event is a “call
to action for all Australians to get
their hands dirty and give back to
their community.”   

Each year, around 300,000 peo-
ple around the country volunteer

their time to engage in environ-
mental activities that educate Aus-
tralians about the world around
them. While every day can be
Tree Day, Schools Tree Day and
National Tree Day are dedicated
to the last Friday and last Sunday
in July.   

There are numerous environ-
mental and human health benefits
to planting trees. Trees absorb car-

bon as well as harmful pollutants
like nitrogen oxides, ammonia and
sulfur dioxide. These pollutants
can have negative impacts on the
health of humans, animals and
plants, so trees play a key part in
keeping our earth’s living inhabi-
tants healthy and reducing the ef-
fects of climate change.
They help prevent soil erosion,
encouraging water to seep into
soil rather than running off into

nearby water sources, and
provide and restore habitat,

encouraging biodiversity, native
wildlife and supporting the

conservation of threatened and
endangered species.

Finally, trees are good for us.
Humans are biophilic creatures,
meaning we have an innate ten-
dency to seek connections with
nature and other lifeforms. Be-
cause of this, being in the pres-
ence of nature reduces stress and
anxiety in humans, in addition to
other health benefits such as low-
ering blood pressure and reducing
risk of diabetes, cardiovascular
disease and stroke. 

In Braidwood, the tree planting
at Hassall Reserve will be from
10.00am-12.00pm.
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Branch out for National Tree Day
Robin Tennant-Wood

Last year Braidwood FM was in-
vited to apply for a Powering
Communities Program grant by
Member for Eden Monaro, Kristy
McBain.

The program aimed to assist
community organisations improve

their energy efficiency practices
and lower their energy bills.

As a result of a successful grant
application, Braidwood FM re-
ceived $8000 to install Solar pan-
els onto our studio.

This has now been completed

Braidwood FM switches
on Solar
Gordon Waters

thanks to Local Pat Clarke Elec-
trical and Station Manager Gor-
don Waters.

We had a 5KW system installed
and this will help reduce our
Monthly reliance on grid power.
Electricity makes up a large part
of our running costs and with the
increasing prices for electricity,
this will certainly be a welcomed
saving.

If you would like to support
your local radio station, donations
can be at the Braidwood Commu-
nity Bank or visit our website:
braidwoodradio.com.au  more fur-
ther details.

Braidwood FM would like to
thank Kristy McBain and the Fed-
eral Government for the grant and
Pat Clarke for his work in in-
stalling the solar panels.

Station manager Gordon Waters with local member Kristy McBain.

New panels on the radio station roof.
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Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

Available soon!
The perfect book for
kids at Christmas.
[WATCH THIS SPACE]

The Australian Beef Sustainabil-
ity Framework (ABSF) has en-
couraged industry not to overlook
the critical role the health and
wellbeing of people plays in sus-
tainability, this Farm Safety
Week.

An initiative of Farmsafe Aus-
tralia, the annual Farm Safety
Week brings the agricultural com-
munity together to place focus on
workplace health and safety. This
year’s theme is “Recipe for Avert-
ing Disaster” and will highlight a
number of intangible risks and
hazards such as fatigue, compla-
cency, the blurred line between
the home and work environment,
labour shortages and the aging
workforce, wellbeing and other is-
sues that can lead to injuries and
fatalities.

ABSF Sustainability Steering
Group (SSG) Chair, Mark Davie,
said key measures of workplace
health and safety had been in-
cluded as indicators within the
ABSF given people are at the core
of any industry’s true sustainabil-
ity.

“Farm safety systems can be as
simple or as complex as you pre-
fer, but they only help if you im-
plement and live them,” Mr Davie
said.
“Recipe for Averting Disaster is

a great theme, it makes me think
of those spontaneous jobs that you
do not do every day that can pres-
ent the most danger on the farm,
like getting bogged or machinery
repair.  

“I urge those working in the
farm sector to get a Take 5 Safety
Checklist book, keep it in the top
pocket or the ute and put together
a quick Job Safety Analysis – that
five minutes could save your life.

“When the ABSF was estab-
lished five years ago to drive sus-

tainability of the beef supply chain
it was recognised that the health
and wellbeing of our people was
vital to that journey.

“That is why one of the four
themes of the ABSF is People and
the Community, including key
metrics to ensure we as an indus-
try are monitoring our work prac-
tices and continuously striving for
improvement because one death is
one death too many.

“Our definition of health and
safety also extends to the life sat-
isfaction of our people, as we
know how important this is to
families and mental health.”

The 2022 Annual Update re-
ported farm deaths were down
based on data sourced from Safe
Work Australia. It also showed
beef producers enjoy their work.
The Global Life Satisfaction
Index is another indicator of the
People and the Community theme
and is calculated based on respon-
dents rating their satisfaction with
their “life as a whole” on a scale
from zero to 10, multiplied by 10
to give an index from zero to 100.
A score of 76.6 was recorded for
graziers in 2020 compared to the
overall Global Life Satisfaction of
Australians of 70.4.

“Farming is not just a rewarding
and satisfying profession it is one
that is often intergenerational,” Mr
Davie said.

“But it is one that does come
with inherent risks and the ABSF
welcomes Farmsafe Australia’s
National Farm Safety Education
Fund Strategy which aims to sig-
nificantly reduce fatalities and in-
juries in agriculture by 2030 and
aligns with the ABSF’s core value
of striving for continual improve-
ment in all that we do.

“By prioritising health and
safety right across the beef value
chain we can ensure Australia will
continue to have a sustainable and
prosperous industry that produces
beef in a way that is truly socially,
environmentally and economi-
cally responsible and which cares
for natural resources, people and
the community, and the health and
welfare of animals.”

ABSF highlights importance of
workplace safety to sustain-
ability this Farm Safety Week
Meat & Livestock Australia
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DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

Nigel Hall grew up on a sheep
farm in the North of England. He
studied Agriculture at Newcastle
University followed by a year of
Economics at Brasenose College,
Oxford. 

He moved to Australia in 1967
to a job as a weed control officer
in Darwin. After this job he drove
across Australia  to Canberra
where he met his wife Georgina to
take up a job in the public service
at BAE, returned to England to do
his PHD then back to Australia to
ABARE where he focussed on
soil salinity and catchment man-
agement modelling. Later consult-

Nigel Harold Hall 12/4/43 – 21/7/22
OBITUARY:

ing work took him to Thailand
and Uzbekistan. 

He and Georgina moved to
Braidwood in 2015. Serving as
warden for St Andrews church, he
was a rigorous sorter of books at
the book fair, a regular contributor
to radio church and could be
found reading the lessons in the
church for any who cared to listen.
He was a devoted husband, father
and grandfather who will be
sorely missed.

The funeral for Nigel Hall will
be held 11.30 am Tuesday 2nd
August at St. Andrews Anglican
Church, Braidwood. 

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone



“The Mulloon Institute heartily
welcomes the Environment and
Water Minister Tanya Plibersek’s
calls for structural reform and
new environmental legislation,”
said Mr Gary Nairn AO, Chair-
man of the Mulloon Institute and
former Federal Liberal MP.

The Institute restores degraded
landscapes across Australia for
improved agricultural productiv-
ity, enhanced environmental out-
comes, improved biodiversity
including habitat for threatened
species, and greater community
resilience to drought, bushfire and
flood
It leads the way in Australia for
property and landscape scale

environmental repair in
partnership with Australian
farming communities, that
includes rigorous scientific

research, education programs
and demonstration sites.

Globally, its work has been
recognised by the United Nations
Sustainable Development Solu-
tions Network.

“We’re working with farmers
and community groups to restore
landscape function and create
more resilient, productive and
profitable landscapes where agri-

culture and the environment are
working together. This benefits a
diversity of landscapes by im-
proving soil health, boosting bio-
diversity, increasing farm
productivity and bolstering com-
munity resilience,” said Mr Nairn.

The Institute’s award-winning
Mulloon Rehydration Initiative is
working with 23 landholders to
regenerate and rehydrate the
23,000ha Mulloon catchment on
Australia’s east coast. The Initia-
tive is underpinned by a compre-
hensive, integrated research
program monitoring the effects of
stream interventions on the catch-
ment’s hydrology, ecology and
farm productivity.  

The results so far are positive,
satellite monitoring shows in-
creased biomass production (and
so increased farm productivity) on
adjacent floodplains,  hydrologi-
cal monitoring shows improved
water quality and quantity and in-
creased soil moisture, biodiversity
monitoring has revealed an in-
crease in species richness and den-
sity in treated areas particularly
for frogs, fish and birds.

Urgent demand from
farmers across Australia for simi-
lar projects in their area has seen
the Institute develop a National

Rehydration Initiative, with the
goal to provide fully monitored
catchment-scale landscape rehy-
dration demonstrations and train-
ing in every state and
territory.  These works are fully
scalable with projects being repli-
cated in New South Wales, Aus-
tralian Capital Territory, northern
Queensland, West Australian
Wheatbelt and the Northern Terri-
tory. Works are also planned for
sites in Victoria.

Such projects regularly hit hur-
dles from environmental legisla-
tion that was originally designed
to protect the environment – with
regulatory obstacles and prohibi-
tive costs to farmers deterring
them from undertaking regenera-
tive works. 

“While it is relatively easy to
build leaky weirs and other land-
scape rehydration works in de-
graded catchments, the problem is

getting approvals to build such
structures. Constraints of state-
based regulations are proving pro-
hibitive to farmers in getting these
important landscape works done,”
said Carolyn Hall, TMI’s CEO
Managing Director.

“We’re currently working with
the NSW Government’s Depart-
ment of Planning, Industry and
Environment to streamline the ap-
proval process for landscape
restoration projects in the state.
This is critical for expanding this
kind of work and will help inform
regulatory reform in other states
and at the national level,” Mrs
Hall said.

This work is considered critical
in farmers providing solutions

to climate change. 

Under the NSW’s Department
Primary Industries Climate
Change Adaptation Program,
the Institute is working with envi-
ronmental monitoring specialists
HydroTerra and a variety of ex-
perts to develop a landscape rehy-
dration priority map for NSW,
identifying which catchments are
most suitable to build drought re-
silience with this technique.

“We’d like to invite Environ-
ment Minister Tanya Plibersek to
visit the Mulloon Institute and see
how our work helps reverse the
degradation of our Australian
landscapes, making them more re-
silient to climate extremes”, said
Mrs Hall.

The Mulloon Rehydration Ini-
tiative is jointly funded through
the Mulloon Institute and the Aus-
tralian Government's National
Landcare Program, with support
from the NSW Government's En-
vironmental Trust.
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Mulloon work helps to
reverse environmental
degradation
Mulloon Institute newsletter

Environmental regeneration occurring around a leaky weir at Mulloon Farm
North, April 2020.

The leaky weir at Mulloon Farm North during construction in March 2018.



Out of the catastrophic 2019/20
bushfires, the Healing Country &
Community Project was inspired
by Braidwood Life Centre’s
Maria Bakas and Local Coordina-
tor Bec Klomp. 

Teaming up with the wonderful
crew at Mongarlowe RFS, and

funded by the NSW Govern-
ment’s  Increasing Resilience to
Climate Change Community
Grant Program, the project aimed
to increase collaboration and inte-
grate First Nations knowledge
into local fire management prac-
tices.

Now, after years of Covid
and wet weather delays, we’ve fi-
nally wrapped the project — com-
pleting a series of cultural
engagement workshops and burns
in Broad Gully, Mongarlowe. 

This 3-minute Youtube video
showcases outstanding local tal-

ent, including producer and di-
rector Clare Young, cameraman
Matt Thane, editor Paul Hunting-
ford, photographer Asha Kidd, as
well as many local filmstars-in-
the-making from the Bombay,
Braidwood and Mongarlowe
Brigades, as well as the Landcare
network.

Fortunately for us, this short
clip is only the precursor — with
another, longer community veri-
son still to come. USLC would
like to thank the generous spon-
sorship of Braidwood Community
Bank for helping make our com-
munity film a reality.

The photo [at left] was taken at
the South East Landcare Muster
which occurred on 30 June at the
National Theatre in Braidwood.
The event was well attended by
locals Landcarers, as well as reps
from across South East NSW.

The team outlined the collabo-
rative work they’ve been doing in
Broad Gully, Mongarlowe,
and showcased the film Healing
Country & Community with Good
Fire Practices.

The discussion which followed
was one of the highlights of the
Muster, suggesting why we
should try for more cultural burn-
ing in the landscape. Congratula-
tions to the panel and the Muster
team on a successful event.
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Local Coordinator, Erin Brinkley leading a
panel discussion on cultural burning with
Yuin-Walbunja fire practitioners Noel
Webster and Andrew White, as well as
Felicity Sturgiss, USLC’s Vice Chair, and Paul
Bott, Captain of the Mongarlowe Volunteer
Rural Fire Brigade.

Photo: Linda Cavanagh

Healing country and community
with good fire practices
Upper Shoalhaven Landcare

NSW Farmers President Xavier
Martin has thanked NSW Oppo-
sition Leader Chris Minns for his
interest in agriculture, with sev-
eral key policies announced this
week.

The state Labor leader made his
pitch to primary producers at the
NSW Farmers annual conference
on Thursday, promising to deliver
an independent Agriculture Com-
missioner and a fresh focus on do-
mestic biosecurity.

Mr Martin said Mr Minns ad-
dressed a few of the state’s peak
agricultural advocacy body’s
long-standing asks.

“Australian farmers produce the
food and fibre we all enjoy, and
it’s critical to have support for this
important sector right across the
political spectrum,” Mr Martin
said.

“At the moment, there’s a lot of
talk about supporting farmers after
the natural disasters we’ve lived
through, but in the halls of gov-
ernment the impact of environ-
mental priorities, urban expansion
and infrastructure on rural land is
simply not being addressed.

“Without an improved under-
standing in government of how to
resolve the fragmentation and loss
of productive rural land, the con-
tinued threats to farming land
leads to a challenge to investment,
innovation and to regional com-
munities.”

Mr Martin said NSW Farmers
had long campaigned for a truly
independent agriculture commis-
sioner, who could be a source of
knowledge and advice to govern-
ment, and who could facilitate co-
ordination and partnership.

“We had a great presentation
from NSW Agriculture Commis-
sioner Daryl Quinlivan during our
conference and we work well with
him, we simply think his role
should be expanded, independent
and given clout,” Mr Martin said.

“There are new opportunities
in regional NSW for

partnerships between farmers
and government – say in

environmental gains through
on-farm natural capital
enhancement – where

management of land and
incentives from government

work together without
impacting production capacity.

“This is why it is important
have an independent Agriculture
Commissioner who can assist
whole-of-government decisions to
build better planning, environ-
mental and production outcomes,
because we’re missing some of
those partnership opportunities.”

Mr Minns also promised to leg-
islate and fund an Independent

Biosecurity Commission, headed
by a new Biosecurity Commis-
sioner, to provide independent ad-
vice and report to Parliament on
an annual basis.

“Fundamentally, good biosecu-
rity is about keeping diseases,
pests and weeds under control, so
they don’t impact agriculture or
the environment, but here in NSW
our members have reported in-
creased pests and weeds coming
onto their property from public
land,” Mr Martin said.

“It is frustrating when farmers
do so much to control pests and
weeds only to get infestations
from the national park or road
next door, and it’s important those
public land managers are held to
the same standards as everyone
else.

“I think it is positive to see
biosecurity being elevated as an
issue and recognised as a signifi-
cant risk to agriculture and the
economy, and this suggestion of
an independent Biosecurity Com-
missioner is a key step in the right
direction.”

Strong interest in farming
from  NSW Labor
NSW Farmers’ media
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We’re hearing  a lot about the glitz
and glamour of the Royal
lifestyle, but what about life
below stairs? 

How does one get a job working
at Buck House or for its inhabi-
tants? I’ve been doing some re-
search. First, I made a lucky
purchase at our wonderful book
fair. It was The King’s Speech,
Mark Logue and Peter Conradi,
Quercus, Great Britain, 2010. I’d
seen the film, but, as a teacher, al-
ways wanted to know more details.

The other,  recommended by a
trusted reading friend, was The
Governess, Wendy Holden,
Allen&Unwin, Australia, 2020. 

I’ll deal with this one first. There
are variations in the title, depend-
ing on the edition, or perhaps how
much information readers need.
The subtitle is ‘She came from
nothing … and raised a queen.’ Be-
cause this governess is the famous
‘Crawfie,’ Marion Crawford, gov-
erness to The Little Princesses. The
genre is historical fiction, and if
I’m already sounding a little acer-
bic, it’s because I, and my reading
friend, expected rather more his-
tory than fiction.

That said, it’s a rattling good
yarn. It’s hard to tell the facts from
the fiction sometimes, but this is
how it starts.

Marion Crawford,  born in 1909,
was ambitious, progressive, and
socially aware. She  was studying
teaching in Edinburgh, meaning to
bring mass education to the slums.
Top of her class, she was recom-
mended to Lady Rose Leveson-
Gower, née Bowes-Lyon, who
needed a summer tutor for her
daughter Mary. Lady Rose was
older sister to The Duchess  of
York …yes, that one.

So we know now the ‘Rose’
name got into the royal family. 

So successful was Marion Craw-
ford that she got poached by the
Duchess of York.  She was now
convinced her calling was to teach
the highest in the land to pay more
attention to the the lowest in the
land. I must say, the social condi-
tions do sound appalling and
Crawfie does sound a sensible per-
son to guide her charges through
the changes World War II in-
evitably brought. 

As for her insights into the Fam-
ily themselves, it’s surely done
with hindsight. The character we
know as The Queen Mother, ‘a
girlish little figure in blue,’ sounds
a complete ditz and giggles like
someone out of the world of Jeeves
and Wooster, while drinking rather
too much. The Duke, later George
VI, is a jolly nice chap who

smokes rather too much and has a
stutter for which he consults a cer-
tain Mr Lionel Logue. 

There is a great deal about pal-
pitating bosoms and hot looks so I
must suppose ‘the little man with
the notebook and pencil’ that au-
thor William Faulkner envisaged
must have followed ‘Crawfie’
about. Or perhaps the royal court
has always been a hot bed of illicit
sex …? I especially liked ‘his
shoulders looked broad and lean in
the clinging wet shirt.’ This is
courtier ‘Tommy’ Lascelles, acted
in The Crown by David Rintoul,
who was one of the Mr Darcys, if
not exactly that one. But you can
appreciate the depths of the re-
search! 

It all ended badly for Crawfie
(died 1988), because she went pub-
lic about her  experiences despite
having been asked, and then or-
dered, not to. The author feels this
was unfair but you can make your
own minds up. 

Whether Wendy Holden’s re-
search into Lionel Logue as the
king’s speech therapist comes from
watching the film or reading the
book, I can’t tell, but I’ve done
both. I  trust this book, as Mark
Logue had access to his grandfa-
ther’s papers,  Peter Conradi is a
journalist and everything is prop-

erly referenced. The book and the
film are quite separate but comple-
ment each other, the film just being
more dramatic and immediate. 

The book is subtitled How one
man saved the British Monarchy
but could well be “He came from
nowhere … and saved a king.” 

Lionel Logue was Australian,
had a thriving practice in Adelaide
as a speech specialist, took his
family to Britain for a holiday,
liked it, stayed, and set up in
Downing Street. A chance recom-
mendation led the Duke of York to
him. As George V aged, his sons
‘David’ and ‘Bertie’ moved more
into the public eye. One caused
concern by his womanising, the
other by his stammering. And this
was before television or paparazzi! 

The book is a long and detailed
read, nothing fictionalised and no
heaving bosoms. Since much of it
is direct quotes from Logue’s di-
aries and letters, there is a  certain
breathless reverence, but then,
Logue was a colonial who had a
king writing to him, and by hand.

I do find it a very strange coin-
cidence that this king should be
played by Colin Firth — with all
his shirts dry. Perhaps it’s just an-
other instance of the devious ways
of writers, and of course Firth is a
superb actor. 

I didn’t discover much more
about Logue’s technique; he re-
vealed no secrets. I’m inclined to
put it down to commonsense and
good old Aussie mate-ship. And
the unfailing support of a sensible
and loving wife, without a giggle
or a martini about her. This man,
not fitted to be king by either na-
ture or nurture, needed an ally.

Was Crawfie a good teacher? I
suspect she was more than that: she
taught her pupils how to learn.  I
googled her summer student, Lady
Mary Leveson-Gower. She be-
came an artist, exhibiting at the
Royal Academy. Her daughter,
Rosie Stancer, HM’s first cousin
once removed, is a polar explorer,
collecting environmental data, solo
or with all-female expeditions. She
campaigns for healthy ageing. 

Poignantly, I watched the recent
telecast about the Queen’s home
movie  collection.  Shots of her fa-
ther showed a private man far hap-
pier than the public man. The
soundtrack revealed the king’s
speech as idiosyncratic, but cer-
tainly not defective. 

There was the merest glimpse of
the governess.

BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

In this Jubilee Year some of us might dream of 

WORKING FOR THE ROYALS
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
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moved to a larger but more suit-
able location with an increased
buffer from neighbouring proper-
ties and will require a new devel-
opment approval as State
Significant Development (SSDA).
Council has recently submitted
comments on the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for this
project. 

Ideally it would be preferred if
a Planning Agreement is in place
at the time the SSDA is assessed
so that any approval can
include a condition requiring

compliance with the Planning
Agreement.

The new proposal is for a
350MW solar energy farm with an
estimated construction cost of
$350M. This cost does not include
any associated substation (battery)
estimated to cost $50-$100M.
This solar farm is expected to op-
erate for around 30 years and at
the end of this time it could be de-
commissioned, and the land re-
turned to its original condition or
repurposed.

Council  will also be discussing,
in closed session, the tender for
upgrading the lights and power for
the  Braidwood Showground.
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In its July Ordinary Meeting to
be held this Wednesday, 27 July,
Council will be discussing the
proposal to put the draft planning
agreement for the Blind Creek
Solar Farm on public exhibition.

Blind Creek Solar Farm
(BCSF) has evolved from the
Capital Solar Farm which was ap-
proved by NSW Planning in 2013
and sits on land adjacent to Tarago
Road. Capital Solar Farm was
originally developed by Infigen
Energy but was initially taken
over by the landholders when

Infigen Energy’s agreements
lapsed. 

However, in late March 2022 it
was announced that a joint ven-
ture between Octopus Australia
and the Clean Energy Finance
Corporation will develop and de-
liver the project. As a result, the
original other party to the draft
Planning Agreement has been re-
placed by a Trust known as Ms
BCSF Holdings Pty Ltd as trustee
for the Blind Creek Solar Farm on
the draft Planning Agreement.

The current project has been

QPRC to look at solar proposal

After a review and community
consultation, Queanbeyan-Paler -
ang Regional Council has re-
solved to support the existing 21
Section 355 Committees by ap-
pointing a Councillor delegate for
each committee and creating up-
dated guidelines, clear contact
points and service level agree-
ments.

This review was placed on pub-
lic exhibition and an online meet-
ing was held with committee
representatives. The key themes

and feedback from the community
identified a need for clearer com-
munication and access between
communities, committees, staff
and councillors.

‘These committees will all con-
tinue and now have their own
Councillor delegate. They have an
important role in looking after
Council assets and facilities for
the community benefit, and this
will ensure we have the appropri-
ate channels to support them,’
Mayor Kenrick Winchester said.

Help available to
combat cyber bullies
Office of Kristy McBain MP

With students in Eden-Monaro re-
turning to classrooms for term
three, Member for Eden-Monaro
Kristy McBain has encouraged
schools, parents, and carers to
watch out for an increase in cy-
berbullying incidents. 

Recent figures from the eSafety
Commissioner show an 80 per
cent increase in cyberbullying
complaints between January and
June compared to the same period
last year.

Ms McBain said parents and
carers should be alert to the signs
that children may be experiencing
online bullying and be aware of
how to prevent and report cyber-
bullying.

“With kids returning to school
after the holidays, now is the per-
fect time for parents and carers
to think about the increased risk

of cyberbullying,” Ms McBain
said.

“As parents, the last thing that
any of us want is for our kids to
experience bullying, whether it is
in person or cyberbullying. But
the fact is, instances of cyberbul-

Section 355 Committee representatives appointed
Whilst Council will dissolve the

locality and area committees, the
importance of the local Progress
Associations and Village Commit-
tees was formally recognised. 

Council determined to develop
arrangements for regular commu-
nication between the smaller lo-
calities and Council, by expanding
and adapting the Community fo-
rums model currently held in Bun-
gendore, Braidwood and
Queanbeyan to other localities; in-
cluding but not limited to Araluen,

Wamboin, Captains Flat, Burra
and Googong.

‘We are very aware of the work
that volunteer Progress Associa-
tions and Community Associa-
tions do for their local community,
planning and advocating for their
communities,’ Kenrick said.

‘Council agreed that a struc-
tured communication channel as a
point of contact would be better in
and staff will help arrange the pre-
ferred forum and opportunity for
community engagement.’

lying are increasing and we need
to be aware and prepared. 
“Cyberbullying can take many

forms including sending abusive
messages, hurtful images or
videos, nasty online gossip,
excluding or humiliating
others, or creating fake

accounts in someone’s name to
trick or humiliate them.”

The eSafety Commissioner has
a wide range of tailored resources
for children and young people,

parents, carers, and educators to
detect, prevent and respond to cy-
berbullying.   eSafety also pro-
vides assistance for other online
safety issues often faced by young
people, such as image-based
abuse (the non-consensual sharing
of intimate images).

“These tools are designed to
help parents, teachers and carers
recognise when cyberbullying is
occurring, and provide informa-
tion on what they can do to help,”
Ms McBain said. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING Laura E Moriarty

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

News
trivia
How well have you
been paying attention?
n What’s the name of the
Byron music festival that
became a mud bath last
week?
n Who are the two final
contenders for British PM?
n The main port city of
Ukraine is under missile fire.
What is its name? 
n Who is the Australian
golfer who won last week’s
British Open
Championship?
n Who was the former
Home Affairs Minister who
has admitted leaking
classified border protection
information on election day
at the request of the former
PM?
n Which author has just won
the prestigious Miles
Franklin award for 2022?
(Bonus point for the name of
the book)
n “Eau D’ometer” is the
name of a new fragrance
just released.  What aroma
does it claim to evoke?
n Which Jane Austen novel
is now showing as a new
adaptation on Netflix?
n Name one of the countries
NSW premier, Dominic
Perrottet has just visited?
n The Commonwealth
Games start this week. What
is the host city?

Answers:
1.Splendour in the Grass; 2.
Rishi Sunak and Elizabeth
Truss; 3. Odesa; 4. Cameron
Smith; 5. Karen Andrews; 6.
Jennifer Down (Bonus: Bod-
ies of Light); 7. Melbourne
traffic – or “traffique” in the
marketing parlance (no, I did-
n’t make that up!); 8. Persua-
sion; 9. Japan, South Korea;
10. Birmingham.

??? alternating times of 1pm and
6:30pm.
OTHER SOCIAL EVENTS

Snuggle n Sing is on Thursdays
from 9:30 - 10:30 am at BRAG.
This is a fun and relaxed time to
bond with your baby, to sing
songs and learn rhymes that can
soothe your child. For further in-
formation, please contact Alison
Coster on 0411 205 638 or email
her at alisoncoster@bigpond.com

—  * — * — * —
The St Vincent dePaul society

meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to 1pm.

—  * — * — * —
Crafty or Not Crafty group meet

every Thursday morning at the
Anglican Parish Centre behind the
Anglican Church on Elrington St
from 11am to 12pm. All are wel-
come.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Quilters and Tex-

tiles are meeting every Wednes-
day down at the Scout Hall from
10am onwards.

—  * — * — * —
Parkrun is on at the Braidwood

Showground every Saturday from
7:45 am for an 8 am start.

Wednesday at 12:45pm for a 1pm
start. 

—  * — * — * —
Tai Chi is on Tuesdays from 10-

11 am. Irene Woodford will guide
you through it, and you can pay a
donation to attend.

—  * — * — * —
Movement for Wellbeing for

men and women is on every Sun-
day morning, from 11am to 12pm,
and is designed for people with
mobility issues and involves gen-
tle exercises starting in a chair and
progressing to standing exercises.
Warmup, stretching, movement,
and cooling down with great
music.

—  * — * — * —
Tango Dancing is on every

Tuesday from 5:45pm and is for
beginners, Wednesday evening
practical sessions from 5:30pm to
7:00pm, and Saturday morning
classes from 10:30am to 12pm,
with Chris Watkins and Erika
Mordek. $10 for classes, and
please contact Erika on 0432 687
255 for further information. 

—  * — * — * —
Also on Tuesdays is a Squash

Competition during the evenings,
and bingo on every fortnight with

This week’s Changing Times
What’s On will be the last until
mid-August, as your correspon-
dent is headed for warmer climes
for a flying round-trip up to Mur-
willumbah and back. It should be
a fun trip. So, without further ado,
here’s what’s on in Braidwood for
the next fortnight!
AT THE CLUB

Line Dancing is on 7pm to 9pm
on Friday nights.

—  * — * — * —
Folk Dancing is on from

9:30am on Monday mornings, and
is free to attend.

—  * — * — * —
The Bridge Club meet weekly

onTuesday afternoons from 1pm
to 4pm and is free to attend. Con-
tact Mrs Olive Royds on 4842
1732. New members without any
experience playing Bridge are
welcome to attend, and there is no
cost for playing.

—  * — * — * —
Wednesdays also see the Ladies

Exercise Group meet from 10am
to 11am, and is an informal way
to get fit and have fun. Free to at-
tend.

—  * — * — * —
Social bowls is on every
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS
St Bede’s Parish

REFLECTION ON THE Gospel of Luke
12:13-21 by Greg Sunter
One of the themes running through the
gospels is that wealth can be an obstacle to en-
tering fully into relationship with God. 

It is not wealth in itself that is problematic
but rather valuing material riches above every-
thing else and the constant desire to accumu-
late more and more. We have the story of the
rich young man who asks Jesus what he must
do to inherit the kingdom and Jesus tells him
to sell everything he has and give away the
proceeds. The young man goes away sad be-
cause he thought that with his great accumu-
lation of wealth he’d be able to buy anything
that he needed to gain the kingdom. We also
have the saying of Jesus that it is easier for a
camel to pass through the eye of a needle than
a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.

The parable in today’s gospel depicts a man
who has so much grain that he decides to build
bigger barns to store it all. The parable follows
Jesus’ teaching that ‘a man’s life is not made
secure by what he owns, even when he has
more than he needs.’ The point is about having
more than we need. What good is served by
one person having more than they need while
others do not have enough to meet their needs?
The rich man who had the abundant harvest
could have stored up all that he needed and
still been able to share the abundance with oth-
ers.

—  * — * — * —
Liberation theology introduced the catch

phrase, ‘live simply so that others may simply
live’. The call was for those in wealthier coun-
tries to simplify their wasteful and indulgent
lifestyles so that others may be able to meet
their most basic of needs.
Scriptural context – Do not worry

This parable and teaching about the love of
wealth is followed up by Jesus telling his dis-
ciples not to worry about what they will eat
and what they will wear. He invites them to
look to the birds of the air and flowers of the
fields. God provides them with all that they
need. Jesus tells his disciples to seek the king-
dom, and all the other necessities of life will
be given to them as well. Rather than focusing
on accumulating wealth as the rich man in
today’s parable, Jesus reassures his disciples
that if they focus their lives on the kingdom
they will have all that they need.

—  * — * — * —
Our Vinnies shop: Thank you to all who

have donated winter items to our local Vinnies
shop, they were much appreciated. If anyone
else has items in good condition that they no
longer need, please donate them to Vinnies
Braidwood, so that we can continue to aid
those in need this winter.

—  * — * — * —
Mary MacKillop Pilgrimage: join with

Archbishop Christopher Prowse and other pil-
grims, as he leads a pilgrimage to Eden on Sat-
urday 13th August. This pilgrimage will
commemorate Australia’s first saint, Saint
Mary of the Cross MacKillop, at the site she
visited on two separate occasions, in 1899 and
1901. Mass will be concelebrated with Arch-
bishop Christopher and visiting priests at
12.00noon in Our Lady Star of the Sea church.
Following Mass, lunch will be provided by the
Parish of Pambula.

—  * — * — * —
“Help Ukranians Raffle”, sponsored by the

Goldsmith Street Surgery in Goulburn. Tickets
available from Wendy Hart either at Mass
times or wherever you see her around town.
Many prizes are on offer. See poster for de-
tails. Tickets $5 each or 5 for $20.

—  * — * — * —
Weekend Mass time: Saturday at 6.00pm

(Vigil)
Weekday Mass: Tuesdays at 10am.

St Andrew’s Anglican Church
This will be my last contribution to the media
as my time at Braidwood has come to an end
and my license expires in mid August. In the
interim I will be taking leave before antici-
pated re-deployment in another location later
in the year. I want to thank the local media for
all the support they have given over these past
two years in publishing the Gospel Message
from God’s Holy Word. It has always been my
hope and prayer that somebody, somewhere
has picked up a sense of spirituality from
those articles that have either been printed in
hard copy or published on-line for personal
growth and development in the things of God. 

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood has proven to be a wonderful and
supportive community throughout my time in
the district through some blessed moments of
co-operative spirit. Things like the combined
churches Christmas and Carol Service, The
Pentecost Service in the National Theatre, the
Anzac Day celebrations, each organised and
run by a different denomination. The ecu-
menical spirit has brought each congregation
together on a number of important occasions
through the regular Meetings of the Minister’s
Fraternal. This is something to be immensely
proud of in a humble and thankful way. I will
leave Braidwood with gratitude and thanks for
the warmth and fellowship provided by so
many individuals with a faith-based lifestyle.
I extend a special thank you to all those people
who have shown hospitality by inviting me
and Gwenda into their homes. The one in-
hibitor of pastoral ministry has been the re-
strictions brought about by Covid 19 and the
subsequent missed contacts because of social
distancing. I especially want to thank Radio
Church on 88.9FM for taking God’s Word into
the homes of so many listeners each Sunday
at 6PM.

Braidwood Uniting Church

A pair of socks can save a friendship.
In Kings Cross we had 800 active volunteers.

Even though there were 140 paid staff,
Wayside achieved so much because of its army
of volunteers. I regularly participated in the
training of volunteers and I was alway careful
to tell them to carry a spare set of socks.

Over the years I’ve learned that it is often the
moment when giving advice seems irresistible,
that a spare pair of socks was most useful.
Most of us have a talent for shutting down con-
versation at the very point it was about to go
deeper. So many people test us with stories that
hide the real situation only to see if we are re-
ally willing to listen. At the point when our
wisdom is called for and we know what to say
- that’s the moment to take the pair of socks
and shove them into your mouth.

Test me this week. In your conversation
with family, friends and colleagues, catch
yourself jumping in with advice and hold back
just a little. If you must speak, ask a question
that lets your loved one, colleague or friend
talk some more. There is no shortage of advice
in the world but there is dreadful lack of some-
one who can be alongside, without judgement,
listening. One of the truest things I know is
that when someone feels like they are not
alone, they will move toward health under the
own steam.

Expert helpers are treasures but we’d need
a lot less expertise if we had a lot more com-
munity. Most of us don’t need to be counsel-
lors, we need to be friends.

Just now I had an hour long conversation
with a man who has moved to this part of the
world. I met him as a homeless man, who had
been sleeping under the stars in winter, in Ka-
toomba. The man I first met, looked more like
roadkill than a human being. Today he is my
friend, my brother. A man who had attempted
suicide many times is today married, working
and stably housed. I’ve never seen water
changed to wine but I’ve seen a few wino’s
turned into husbands, fathers and citizens. It’s
all the miracle I’ll ever need.

Go well this week. Carry a spare pair of
socks.

—  * — * — * —
The final Holy Communion service at St. An-
drew’s Anglican Church Braidwood will be on
Sunday 31st July at 10am. Beyond that date
services will be conducted by a Lay Led Min-
istry Team for an interim period and notifica-
tions will be displayed on the Notice Board
outside the Church in Elrington Street. I think
the most appropriate way to end my time in
Braidwood would be to quote a final Benedic-
tion and Greeting from Paul’s 2nd  letter to the
Thessalonians, verses 16 and 17b. “Now may
the Lord of Peace himself give you peace at
all times in all ways. The Lord be with all of
you. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all!”

(Rev.) Rick Lewis
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STAR TIMES

GOLF NEWS

It’sjustAmericanusage
When the post [above] arrived
in my Facebook feed I thought,
“that’s not a nice way to refer to
a bloke”. A tool is what a protes-
tor called Tony Abbott on a plac-
ard outside his office — and we
all knew what he meant. But it’s
the latest algorithmic product
bombarding what’s left of our
creative sector.

Ohisthatwhatitwasfor?
A Georges River councillor, told
the Independent Commission
Against Corruption (ICAC) yes-
terday he was motivated by
greed when he accepted
$170,000 from a property devel-
oper who had also paid for his
flights, accommodation and es-
corts on trips to China. Only
later did it dawn on him that he
would be expected to make deci-
sions favourable to the devel-
oper, he said.

Nicelittleearnerehguv
Says the dictionary: ‘A customer
is an individual or business that
purchases another company's
goods or services. Customers are
important because they drive
revenues; without them, busi-
nesses cannot continue to exist.’
But says the NSW Government
when it randomly fines people
during the COVID lockdown:
‘Help is available and Revenue
NSW is here to support cus-
tomers,’ a spokesperson said.
‘Revenue NSW has a range of
options available to help people
who are having difficulty paying
their fines. Customers are urged
to call Revenue on 1300 138 118
to discuss their unique circum-
stances.’ Customers, really?

Uniquegummentspeak
Speaking in Tokyo after opening
the state’s first trade office in the
city, Perrottet said he no longer
held the view that he saw ‘no sub-
stantive issue’ with the way in
which the former deputy premier
snared the job in the United
States. Will we ‘customers’ want
any more double negatives at
March next year’s state election?

GROW YOUR
OWN GREEN
VEGETABLES

AND SAVE
A MOTZA

The wild winds last week brought
down a tree and a lot of smaller
branches on the course. Many
thanks to those hardy volunteers
who came in on Wednesday and
helped clean up the course and re-
move the fallen tree.

Four Braidwood ladies will be
competing in the Canberra Bowl
this Thursday at Royal Canberra
Golf Club. This is an annual teams
event, but due to COVID it hasn’t
been played since 2019. Braid-
wood won the 2019 event  so
good luck to our team as they de-
fend the championship against 11
other teams.

Members are advised that there
are a number of open and veter-
ans’ events coming up. Details are
on the clubroom noticeboard or
attached to the weekly newsletter.

Results: Saturday July 23 Med-
ley 2BBB Stableford - Witts End
Trophy

Many thanks Chris for your
generous sponsorship

Winners: Michael Toirkens &
Michael Tillman Ryan 41pts c/b

Runners Up: Robin Tennant
Wood & Allan Walcott 41 pts c/b

3rd Place: Barb Stuart & Spiro
Agnew 41 pts c/b

NTP Men: Allan Walcott
NTP Women: Not Won
Ball Comp: Mark Newman &

Carmen Byrne 41, Margy Gardner
& John Harb 40,

Sarah Heine & Michael Fitzger-
ald 39, Keith Ferguson & Chris
Witt 39,

Barry McDonald & Keith Fer-
guson 39

Jackpot($20) 12th: Not Won
Handicap Changes: Michael

Fitzgerald out 1 to 28, Michael
Tillman Ryan out 1 to 32,

Barry McDonald out 1 to 33,
Michael Toirkens out 1 to 7, Rod
Royds out 1 to 20

Margy Gardner out 1 to 31
Coming Events

July 30 Saturday: Medley Irish
4 Ball Stableford - Legacy Day

Cleanups and comps
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299

Betty & Vic Jones Memorial
Trophy

August 6 Saturday: Men’s &
Women’s Stroke & Monthly
Medals

August 13 Saturday: Men’s Sin-
gle Stableford – Ross Lawless
Trophy

Women’s Single Stableford –
Braidwood Beauty Studio Trophy

August 20 Saturday: Commit-
tee Meeting 10.30am

Men’s 2BBB Stableford- Greg
& Les Hart Trophy

Women’s Single Stableford –
Nersons Trophy


