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Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
We: -3° 12° 0%
Th: 1° 13° 0%
Fr: 5° 13° 50%
Sat: 5° 13° 50%
Sun: 2° 13° 25%
Mon 1° 12° 10%
Tue: 1° 12° 10%
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COVID stats for 2622
In the week ending Thursday 4 August there were 17 new cases of

COVID recorded in the 2622 postcode region. The five-day average
was down on previous weeks at 2.6 cases.

Bear in mind that these are only those cases where a positive PCR
test has been recorded or where a positive RAT has been reported to
local health authorities, so the actual case numbers will be a lot higher
than recorded.

The good news, however, is that it appears that the current wave
has peaked and is on the decline. There is still a need for vigilance,
however. There have been 15 COVID deaths recorded in NSW in the
past 24 hours.

Health authorities continue to recommend masks for all indoor or
crowded situations and attention to hand hygiene.

Robin Tennant-Wood
A recent report by the Aus-

tralian Institute of Health and
Welfare reported that around 20%
of the Australian population was
unable to see a GP simply because
none were available nearby, while
almost 60% had no access to spe-
cialists in their region.

Despite our proximity to Can-
berra, the medical situation in
Braidwood mirrors that of other
rural and regional areas. Cur-
rently, the Braidwood Medical
Centre has one full-time GP and is
currently in the process of inter-
viewing doctors for vacant posi-
tions, while the Wallace Street
Surgery has two GPs working
four days a week each, and one on
one day a week soon to be extend-
ing to two days.

Patients needing to see special-
ists must travel to Canberra,
Queanbeyan or Goulburn.

As a means of addressing the
rural doctor drought, the federal
government Department of Health
and Aged Care last month an-
nounced changes to Distribution
Priority Area (DPA). The DPA
classification system’s methodol-
ogy takes into account Medicare
billings by gender and age demo-
graphics, and the socio-economic
status of patients living in an area,
along with the remoteness of the
area through the Modified
Monash Model  (MMM) geo-

graphical classification system.
DPA is assessed for more than 800
GP catchment areas.

The Royal Australian College
of General Practitioners (RACGP)
however, has expressed concern at
the changes, pointing out that
many outer suburban areas are
now classified under the DPA,
which may result in rural GPs
moving to fill outer suburban va-
cancies exacerbating the shortage
of doctors in rural areas.

Anecdotally, one of the key fac-
tors in Braidwood in attracting
and keeping GPs is lack of hous-
ing. This is clearly not something
the Health Department can ad-
dress but it remains an issue for
this and many other small towns.
Young doctors wishing to practice
in country areas may prefer to rent

rather than buy a house, and while
doctors approaching retirement
age and wishing to scale down
their workload may be looking at
a retirement ‘tree change’, they
will also not be looking to work
for the long term.

According to a survey con-
ducted by the Australian Medical
Association (AMA), other deter-
rents for GPs to locate in rural
areas include a lack of funding
and resources for support staff, in-
sufficient or outdated equipment
in rural hospitals, inadequate
broadband service to support tele-
health services, lack of regional
training networks and lack of rural
incentive payments.

President of the AMA, Dr Tony
Bartone, said, “All of the groups
surveyed – GPs, non-GP special-

ists, salaried doctors, doctors in
training, and other medical profes-
sionals – identified extra funding
and resources for staff, including
core visiting medical officers
(VMOs), to allow workable ros-
ters as their top priority.

“This reflects rural doctors’
long-held concerns about the lack
of staffing in rural hospitals, the
high workload, and the significant
levels of responsibility placed on
hospital doctors and VMOs.”

The new Braidwood MPS is
modern and well-equipped but at-
tracting and keeping medical staff
remains problematic and has just
become more complex. 

A report this week announced
that the Rural and Remote Med-
ical Service (RaRMS) will no
longer be funding locums in five
NSW regional towns, one of
which is Braidwood. RaRMS
CEO, Mark Burdack, said in a
media statement that while the
practices in the five affected
towns will remain open, RaRMS’s
decision means that they will be
saddled with the locum bills.

“We can’t afford to pay locum
costs moving forward.

“That means each of the towns,
if they lose a general practitioner,
if they decide to go, they will po-
tentially be up for anywhere be-
tween $2,500 and $3,500 a day to
get a locum in.” 

In part two of this report the
Changing Times will look at the
specifics of   healthcare    pro v ision in
Braidwood and our region and how
it is being addressed.

The rural health worker crisis
Part one of a two-part investigation by the Changing Times



Over the past two weeks we’ve
had the pleasure of witnessing
some of the finest moments we’ll
ever see in world sport, thanks to
the 2022 Commonwealth Games. 

Unlike the COVID-delayed
Tokyo Olympics last year, this
year’s event enabled spectators to
flock to the various venues around
Birmingham, as well as broadcast-
ing live to a global TV audience. 

The Commonwealth Games are
often referred to as the ‘Friendly
Games’, presumably on the basis
that the disparate bits of the world
represented at the games all have
in common the fact that they were,
at some point in their history,
colonised by the British Empire.
Nothing like common oppression
to bring people closer together,
because in every case, colonisa-
tion came with a cost as well as

eventual entry to an exclusive
sports club.

Empires rise and fall and in the
case of the British Empire, the
timing of imperial collapse can be
traced through the evolution of the
Commonwealth Games. The inau-
gural Games were held in 1930 as
the British Empire Games. This
title was superseded in 1950 by
the British Empire and Common-
wealth Games. From 1966 to
1974 the games were known as
the British Commonwealth
Games before simply becoming

the Commonwealth Games from
1974. 

The tentacles of the British Em-
pire were long, encompassing
countries from Europe, the Amer-
icas, Asia, Africa, Australasia and
Oceania. While many of these
countries are now republics our
common political ties to the an-
cient empire nonetheless form the
basis for much of the Common-
wealth family’s political and cul-
tural traditions.

If nature abhors a vacuum, then
politics abhors it tenfold. The
gradual decline of the British Em-
pire coincided with the rise of the
United States as an imperial
power. While the US didn’t ‘own’
bits of the world quite as prolifi-
cally as the British Empire did, its
policies, aimed at extending its
political, economic, media and
cultural influence over areas be-
yond its boundaries, have every
hallmark of imperialism.

Five years ago many political
theorists described the US politi-
cal situation as “Rome before the

fall.” Those of us who witnessed
the end of the Soviet empire in the
late 1980s and early 90s surely
now recognise the signs of a
crumbling empire: social and eco-
nomic inequalities, vast over-ex-
penditure on military and defence,
political corruption, cultural and
political division and, in an echo
of the fall of Rome, barbarians at
the gate – this time in the form of
the insurrectionists in the Capitol
in January 2021, apparently con-
doned, if not encouraged by the
deposed emperor.
House Speaker, Nancy Pelosi’s
state visit to Taiwan last week
was a blatant attempt by the
US to maintain its territorial

hegemony by provoking a
response from China, the

emerging superpower.
Empires, it seems, can end ei-

ther with a bang or with a quad-
rennial sports carnival. We can
only hope, for all our sakes, that
the US will choose the latter rather
than the former.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 

Empires race to
the finish line

Layla Stuart, a Year 8 student at
Braidwood Central School, has
presented winning prepared and
impromptu speeches in the local
finals of the Legacy Junior Public
Speaking Awards, competing with
students from private and public
schools from as far away as Cam-
den and Wollongong.

Layla’s prepared speech made a
carefully thought-through com-
parison between the response of
the Chinese government to
democracy protests in Hong Kong
with the new legislation in New
South Wales aimed at controlling
climate change protests. In the im-
promptu section, the speakers had
to respond to the stimulus ‘Tread
carefully’—they are given the
topic then have 5 minutes to pre-
pare before being asked to speak
for 2 minutes. Layla chose to eval-
uate whether we should ‘tread
carefully’ about comedy from the
past that has become offensive
now.

Layla will now go on to finals
for the wider region later this
month—an exciting opportunity

BCS student excels at
Legacy Public Speaking
Julian Davies

for her to develop her skills and
hear other speakers share their
ideas.

Like many keen young people
in our community, Layla is also
involved in other activities—as
well as public speaking, she is an
enthusiastic member of debating
teams at BCS, she takes part in
ThinkTank, the online critical
thinking and communication club
that is run by Consensus Educa-
tion for school students in our re-
gion, and she learns Japanese both
at school and in her free time with
Meredith McKinney, our local ex-
pert tutor.

DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

Layla Stuart
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Deborah Thomson of The Vintage
Drawer has teamed up with Pat
Cleere of Bobbie’s in Braidwood
to create a new experience for
lovers of antiques and vintage
clothing, furniture, collectibles
and ephemera. 

Their new combined shop is
where the Chemist used to be
(next to Len Mutton & Co).

Deborah said that Pat walked
into The Vintage Drawer about a
month ago.

“I knew who she was because

Old pharmacy, old wares, new look
Paul Cockram caught up with Deborah and Pat in their new shop

she used to own Creative Vintage
in Alexandria, a big antique centre
that she used to run.

She mentioned that she was
looking for a space in Braidwood
to set up and that she had all this
beautiful furniture and col-
lectibles.”

Derek Duffy, the owner of the
building where Deborah’s shop
was, and Deborah had been look-
ing at the possibility of getting an-
other like-minded tenant in the
shop. 

“The rest is history”, said Deb-
orah. “Here she is, and I’m ab-
solutely delighted to have her
joining me. It’s great. 

“She’s great company and she

has a really beautiful range of fur-
niture, glassware, great retro stuff.
She’s got a plethora of stuff. It’s
like Pandora’s box.”

The new shop will be open four
days a week for now: Friday, Sat-
urday, Sunday, Monday.

Pat said, “We’ll have basically
anything, through from Victoriana
right through to the retro 1970s
period. Anything from Art Deco
glass, to collectable china, jew-
ellery furniture, silver. You name
it, it’s here.”

Deborah says that her focus is
vintage clothing and accessories,
mostly clothing and jewellery
from the era. “And so it’s actually
a really nice fit,” she added.

“I’ve just come back from
doing the Sydney fair last week-
end, which was hugely successful.
I think the Chamber of Commerce
might sponsor me to do it next
time, [laughs] because there are
now hundreds of people who
know about Braidwood now who
didn’t know! I was quite surprised
that so many people didn’t know
where Braidwood was.”

They do now, and the new ven-
ture will no doubt become a draw-
card for the town’s recovering
tourist trade.

Showground gets green
light from council
At its July ordinary meeting
Queanbeyan-Palerang Council
agreed to award the tenders for
the upgrade to the Braidwood
Showground and remediation
work on the Araluen Road.

The discussion on both issues
took place in closed session due to
the commercial nature of the is-
sues, but the final resolution was
that, subject to the confirmation of
funding from Bendigo Bank and
the Braidwood Showground S355
Committee, that the tender sub-
mitted by JRC Electrical Services
Pty Ltd, for the recommended
Tender Amount of $888,939.33
(ex GST) for the Braidwood
Showground Lights and Power

Upgrade be awarded.
The Slope Remediation on the

Araluen Road Araluen Road
(Sites 1, 2 & 3) contract has been
awarded to Dale and Hitchcock
Civil Pty Ltd for the amount of
$1,935,446 (ex GST).

The draft planning agreement
for the proposed Blind Creek
Solar Farm will be placed on pub-
lic exhibition for a minimum pe-
riod of 28 days, with a report back
to Council following the exhibi-
tion period for determination on
whether to execute the draft plan-
ning agreement. The Blind Creek
Solar Farm is proposed for the
northern side of Bungendore Road
and west of Tarago Road.

Deborah and Pat.

Yes, it’s been 12 months since
Deborah Thomson and I first per-
formed together at the Royal Mail
Hotel in Braidwood. 

I was mightily grateful that
Jamie Raynolds took the plunge
and purchased a beautiful Yamaha
baby grand piano to put in the din-
ing room. It has been a delight to
perform for appreciative crowds
over the past 12 months.

Unfortunately, COVID got in
the way of a lot of events around
Australia and Braidwood was not
spared. We did our first concert in
August of last year and a couple
after that but the risks of COVID
prevented frequent returns. Then I
had the misfortune to slip on rocks
while fishing at Mollymook on
Christmas Eve. This resulted in a
broken wrist and three broken ten-
dons in my shoulder. Conse-
quently, I’ve been out of action.

Deborah was able to keep the

music going by employing the
services of pianist/singer Leisa
Nicole and bassist James Luke. I
was happy to be in the audience
for once, listening to some fine
renditions of songs from The
Great American Songbook. Songs
made famous by greats such as
Ella Fitzgerald and Peggy Lee
came to life via the talents of
Leisa, James and Deborah.

I have recovered enough to be
able to accompany Deborah again,
so we will be doing our 1st an-
niversary concert on 14th August.
We are very happy to have James
Luke with us once more plus a
very special guest vocalist Ms
Debra Bryan.

If you love the music of Cole
Porter, George Gershwin, Jimmy
Van Heusen and others then this
show is for you. Please note that
you must ring the hotel to book, as
there is limited seating available.

Elegant Associates 
1st anniversary concert
David McClymont



Hitchcock Civil Pty Ltd in July.
These works will repair landslip
damage from the August 2020 and
March 2021 flood events with
works expected to start in mid-
August. Geotechnical works have
also been completed for the re-
maining landslip sites on Araluen
Road. Once the concept designs
are reviewed and finalised for the
remaining sites, we will go out to
tender for the repairs. We aim for
this tender to be released by Octo-
ber 2022. The NSW Government
also announced that we will re-
ceive more than $4.6m for the re-
placement of the three bridges on
Araluen Road that cross the Jem-
baicumbene Creek. These bridges
are all within 130m of each other
and are between 6.6m and 37.2m
in length. The old timber bridges
will be replaced with concrete
structures.

—  * — * — * —
Queanbeyan-Palerang Arts Trail

is back for 2022 and we are cur-
rently seeking Expressions of In-
terest to showcase your studio,
gallery or artist activation over
three weekends in October. The
Arts Trail will promote talented
artists across our region, starting

Thank you to everyone who vol-
unteered on National Tree Day in
Braidwood on Sunday 31 July.
Landcare members from both the
Urban Landcare Group and the
Upper Shoalhaven Landcare
Group as well as local Scouts
came together to plant out a land-
scape area on Hassell Reserve.

—  * — * — * —
The tender for the reconstruc-

tion of three sites on Araluen
Road was awarded to Dale and

Have your say on the policies
on public exhibition on our Your
Voice page. Policies on exhibition
at the moment include the Media
and Banners and Sails policies.
You can also have your say on the
Blind Creek solar farm planning
agreement and share your ideas
for the Captains Flat playground.
Visit yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au   
Braidwood update

• Lascelles Street Upgrades – ten-
der awarded in May and grant
funding has been allocated. Ne-
gotiating with the successful con-
tractor on a start date. Contractor
is currently procuring the materi-
als required

• Braidwood Recreation Ground
Stage 3 – works have been paused
for the winter season, other than
the piping of the creek

• Skatepark Construction – tender
awarded and scheduled to com-
mence September 2022 after pip-
ing of the creek. Fully funded 

• Braidwood Carpark – seeking
funding opportunities 

• Braidwood Pool Stage 1 – Devel-
opment Application modifica-
tions were approved by Council
with additional consent condi-
tions in June. Anticipating to go
out for tender for the work soon.
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FROM THE QPRC MAYOR’S DESK

Kenrick Winchester QPRC mayor.

in Braidwood on October 1 & 2,
Bungendore on October 8 & 9,
and Queanbeyan on October 15 &
16. Artists from other areas of the
LGA are welcome to choose a
weekend or location that works
for them too. Apply now at trea-
suretrail.com.au/arts or email cul-
tural.services@qprc.nsw.gov.au if
you have any questions. Submis-
sions close August 29 at 9am.

—  * — * — * —
We are seeking Expressions of

Interest to join our Cultural Devel-
opment and Public Art Advisory
Committee. This committee helps
to implement Council’s Cultural
Plan and provide expert advice on
the development and implementa-
tion of public art projects within
the framework of Council’s Public
Art Policy. To learn more and
apply by September 5, visit
bit.ly/CA-EOI

—  * — * — * —
Service NSW is returning to

Braidwood with their Mobile
Service Centre on Wednesday 7
September. They will be open
from 9:00am to 3:00pm at Ryrie
Park on Wilson Street. For more
information on the services the
Mobile Service Centre provides,
visit service.nsw.gov.au/cam-
paign/mobile-service-centres

—  * — * — * —

GARDEN CLUB Kate Chinnick 
What to do in the garden for
August
• Prune and spray Roses later this

month 
• Plant new bare rooted Roses

(soak in seaweed solution before
planting) 

• Plant summer and autumn flow-
ering bulbs

• Winter flowering shrubs can be
pruned now

• Prune and feed Daphne after
flowering 

• Prune Crepe Myrtle, which flow-
ers on new wood 

• Cut ornamental grass clumps to
the ground 

• Perennials may be divided as the
weather warms up 

• Prune Jasmines and summer
flowering Clematis 

• Prune Hydrangeas to two strong
buds 

• Spray Peaches and nectarines for
leaf curl 

• Plant Onion seedlings, Asparagus
crowns & Spinach seedlings 

• Check herbs for dividing and re-
planting 

• Prepare vegetable beds for spring
planting.

PLANT OF THE MONTH
Helleborus orientalis (Lenten

Rose
• Native to Greece, Turkey and the

Caucasus
• Grows to 60cm high and wide 
• Prefers part shade in moist fertile

soil 
• Leaves can be trimmed before

flowering
• Frost hardy, flowering in winter

and spring 
• Large nodding flowers in white,

pink, green, purple or rose
• Propagate from seed or division

in autumn 
• A top dressing of compost or ma-

nure after flowering is beneficial. Helleborus orientalisFor a full listing go to braidwoodradio.com.au

Monday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
1:00pm – Flashback Featured Artist with Rob
4:00pm – Book Reading with Rod
6:00pm – The Andy Show
8:00pm – It’s Time
9:00pm – Aussie Music Weekly
  
Tuesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
10:00am - 1st Tue of Month - Our Farm with Frank
11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod,Bill & Vera
6.30pm – Real World Gardener
7:00pm – Crap from the past
9:30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy      
Wednesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
6:00pm – Woodsongs Old Time Radio
7:00pm – Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill
9:00pm - An Audience with the Pope

Thursday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am - Billy Bob at Breakfast
10:00am – From the Archives with Gavin
3:00pm – The Hot 30
6:00pm – Radio Jilly - With Yolande 
8:00pm – Simply 80’s

Friday 
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am - Martin’s Morning Mix
10:00am - The Magazine with Disko
3:00pm – The Conga Line with Billy Bob
5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown
7:00pm - Top 40 from 40 Years ago
9:00pm - Raised On Rock

Saturday
9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger
12:00 – Paul’s Powerzone
1:00pm – A bit of this and that with Gavin
4:00pm – Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
6:00pm – Saturday Night Gold

Sunday
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
7:00pm - The Mechie Show (Prog Rock)
9:00pm - Bluesbeat
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Cancer is brutal, cancer is politi-
cally correct. It does not discrim-
inate by race, colour, sex, age,
marital status, whether you were
a good guy or not; it asks no
 favors and cannot be bribed.

Cancer treatment is brutal. It
 offers false hopes, focuses on the
inevitable, and requires giving im-
measurable, inhuman pain, suffer-
ing and indignity.

—  * — * — * —
The beginning is back 65 years

ago.
Once upon a time, on a sunny

September day on the way to
school, a spark of quantum entan-
glement started a love affair and a
partnership that lasted those 65
years. There I was, 15 years old,
on my way to high school on the
7.05am tram. At the 4th stop, a
boy got on, we just looked pass-
ingly, I secretly noticed his blue
eyes and beautiful hands. 

From that day on, no matter
which tram I caught, the 7 am or
7.20 am, the boy was there to
catch the same tram. He admitted
later that he did not want to miss
me. One can call it love at first
sight. That tram stopped on 26
July 2022. The love did not, it is
forever.

I was proud of my very hand-

some young man. Over the years
he became more and more hand-
some. The last image we have of
him is not how will remember
Les. It is a face that is waiting for
the pain to cease and hoping that
the inevitable ashes to ashes, dust
to dust is coming soon.

For me, he was a truly modern
day renaissance man — an avid
reader, listener of endless music,
He was an artist. We watched him
creating art from sculptures to oil,
pastel, watercolor, pen and pencil
and texta. 

Thousands of images are testi-
mony to his love of photography.
His many art works around the
house are telling us that he is still
here. Everybody in our family has
their own Nikon, presents from
dad, and he taught them how to
use it and how to see through the
lens and capture the moment, the
eye for compositon. 
He loved teaching photography.

Loved Narrabundah college,
loved to see his students’
progress and was proud of

their achievements.
He loved his cars, had 28 in our

life time, loved tinkering with
them, always supervised by cats
who loved him, Mittens, Mici and

Marble. By the time he fixed his
famously factory neglected new
Leyland P76, it was perfect. And
when he sold them they looked
just out of the showroom, There
was nothing he could not fix. If
you brought something and said
“Les, I don’t know what it is or
what it does, but it does not work”
he would fix it and tell you what
it was. 

He was Dr Doolittle. Any ani-
mal, on a leash or not, would fol-
low him if he just smiled at them
and eat from his hand.

Everything around our home
bears his handiwork. He loved
gardening, building fences, rock
walls, paths, garden beds. He did
not appreciate that plants exceed
their designated area — an undis-
ciplined lot. 

He loved watches. When he got
his first watch as a teenager, his
mother asked, “what are you
doing?” To which he replied: “I
just took it apart to see how it
works”. He then put it back to-
gether and it worked.

He loved his three children
Zoltán, Judit and Viktória and en-
joyed family gatherings which all
involved good food and ended up
with playing cards, trivia or games

He took us to the coast every
summer, to barbecues at Cotter,
where we camped at the Mary
River and he tamed the crocs. We
spent all summer holidays in our
backyard pool with lots of ice
cream. 

He made and flew kites, rode
bikes, climbed Mt Taylor; we
took long walks in town. He
loved buying presents without an
occasion. He was our guardian
and support. 

During the height of Cyclone
Tracy, huddled together in the
smallest room, a faint voice over
the roar of the wind asked: Apu,
are we going to die? The answer,
“No, Apu is here”, was enough to
calm the fears.

He loved, adored and was very
proud of his 6 grandchildren and
made every effort to support them
and spend as much time with them
as possible. 

Our 65 years weren’t ordinary.
WW II was in full force when we
were born, his parents fled from
Transylvania and they lived in a
railway carriage in the first in-
stance. His father was a painter,
and we have a photograph of his
father’s painting of his mother
scolding the 11 year old). We and
our families endured the harsh
days of the cold war and commu-
nism. 

How he planned our escape,
how we ran the border between
then Yugoslavia and Italy, risking
our lives, is another story.

We arrived in Adelaide as
refugees after Easter in 1972 with
$2.75 in our pocket and bought a
1Lt bottle of coke, a box of wash-
ing powder, a bucket and a 7¢
stamp to write to home that we are
safe. A week later he started to
work. The rest is history living in
a memory of million images.

My heart is heavy with sorrow,
unable to accept that the void is as
deep as the universe. My heart is
filled with relief, his relentless
battle and unimaginable suffering
is over. We held hands till the end.
I know we still do. I hear him say
“you have parked too close”. 

My last words were, as every
night, Have a good night, sweet
dreams, sleep well, be safe, be
warm, see you in the morning.

Judit Kovacs
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VALE Lajos Laszlo (Les) Kovacs, 29/9/1942 – 26/07/2022
Les Kovacs

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone
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The Seekers were a family and
 Judith Durham was our “little
 sister”. 

She was a wonderful person and
I was proud to call her one of my
dearest and best friends. 

Judith’s sister Beverley Shee-
han and her son Tony were at my
80th birthday party held in Braid-
wood at The National Theatre last
year. This gave us the delightful
opportunity to chat about all the
wonderful times we spent with
her. 

Last Friday morning, Beverley

was at Judith’s bedside at the hos-
pital and was able to hold her
phone to Judith’s ear so that I
could say my farewells. I will be
forever grateful for this opportu-
nity. 

When we heard that Judith had
died late on Friday we immedi-
ately booked a hotel in Melbourne
and left Braidwood to drive
through the night to be with the
rest of the Seekers “family”. 

Her incredible legacy will live
on through the ages. 

Keith Potger

VALE Judith Durham

The Seekers – Keith Potger, Bruce Woodley, Judith Durham and Athol Guy.
Photo: Elizabeth Hawkes

As the weather is getting colder
and the heaters are being put on
the season of dry skin is upon us. 

The main function of the epi-
dermal layer (outermost layer of
skin) is to protect the skin from
the environment. If it gets dried
out and cracked, it can’t protect
you as well and your skin can get
irritated more easily. This can re-
sult in itchy skin and even a rash,
so if this happens to you moistur-
izing is a great place to start. Dry
skin is also a risk factor for skin
tears. 
What can I do for my dry,
itchy skin? 

Moisturise! Moisturise! Mois-
turise!  It is advised to moisturize
at least once a day — after your
shower/bath is best. The more
often the better! 

The moisturiser you should use
depends on how dry your skin is

Dry Skin
Juliet Contreras, Intern Pharmacist

— use a thicker moisturiser for
more dry skin. Talk to our
friendly staff at Capital Chemist
Braidwood if you would like a
personalised recommendation
for your skin. 

The thickness of the mois-
turiser ranges from the lightest
lotion to cream to the thickest
ointment. Ointments are the
most moisturising however are
also the greasiest. 

Other things you can do to
prevent dry skin includes using
a soap substitute (eg. Soap free
bars or soap free wash) instead
of soap and using bath/shower
oils while bathing.   

Bathing with non-itch prod-
ucts such as pinetarsol or col-
loidal oatmeal can also help
sooth itchy skin while it is re-
pairing. 

References: electronic therapeutic
guidelines. 

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

a gathering
to honour the life and work of 

SUZANNE BELLAMY 
will be held at 2pm on Saturday 17 September 2022 
Braidwood Regional Arts Group (BRAG Centre) 

45 Wallace St Braidwood NSW 2622
(main street next to the Ampol servo) 

Suzanne’s remaining artworks will be on display (BRAG Centre)
from 10am Saturday and 10am - 2pm Sunday 

e

On Sunday 18 September, around 10.30 - 11.00am 
family and a few friends will scatter Suzanne’s ashes 

on her Mongarlowe land 
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Hit Print! is a wonderful installa-
tion of four huge 6.3 metre ban-
ners proudly hanging in the heart
of the national capital on Queen
Elizabeth Terrace. 

Funded by the ACT Govern-
ment through Living Commis-
sions, a Creative Recovery and
Resilience Program, local artist
Alison Alder mentored eight
artists working at Hands On Stu-
dio to create Hit Print! The aim of
the project was to raise awareness
about the effects of social isola-

tion and the extra difficulties
faced by vulnerable members of
our society over the last two and
half years of the Covid 19 pan-
demic.

Founded in 1996 Hands On
Studio provides a safe environ-
ment in a professional studio for
artists with a disability. This com-
munity group has developed a
model for a creative society,
guided by the principal that art is
fundamental to human expression
and that all people are entitled to
its tools of communication. 

The two speakers at the launch,
Minister for the Arts Tara Cheyne
and Professor Chris Wallace were
both visibly moved when they
viewed and spoke about the ban-
ners.

In her opening address Chris
elaborated on the ethos underpin-
ning the development of the work.
Created through an intensive se-
ries of workshop where partici-
pants worked together to find a
common language to describe

their experiences, the process re-
sulted in,
... an incredible quartet of art-

works produced through a collab-
orative process, not through some
individual concept of genius, not
through some great individual
artists, but through a fantastic dy-
namic mashup of Hands On Stu-
dio artists and professional artists
who got together to create some-
thing bigger together than what
could be created individually. As
we come out of this decade of
 neoliberal, individual this, indi-
vidual that, take personal respon -
sibility ... there could not be a
better symbolic reminder in the
heart of the nation’s capital, about
what collaboration, about what
collective interaction can do. And
it may not be to every single
artist’s individual optimised ex-
pression, but together, wow!
You’ve just got to cheer for the
artists who produced that art-
work.

Professor Wallace went on to
say: 
A really big point of this work is

to break down the concept of in-
side and outside. Inside art, out-
side art, inside citizens, outside
citizens. When you see a product
like this, an artistic initiative so
beautifully executed, it really
gives heart to us all to walk down
that bigger path together, to get
over the individual genius concept
and work out what we can do to-
gether artistically, but also in a
broader sense as a society.

The banners are up on the wall,
right alongside Lake Burley Grif-
fin on Queen Elizabeth Terrace
until 16 August. If you happen to
be in Canberra they are well worth
a look.

Prints are a big hit

REGIONAL ARTS

Alison Alder with ACT Minister for
the Arts Tara Cheyne.

Chris Wallace
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Very exciting times for Wallace
Street, Braidwood with some im-
pressive changes under the way
for an old favourite. 

The month of May saw the clos-
ing of the mid-century furniture
store known as Bernardoff after
25 years at 103 Wallace Street.

With every cloud there is a sil-
ver lining … enter myself and
Michael Clarke, (Michael 6 gen-
eration Braidwood, grandson to
the late Jim Dempsey) who were

blessed when the stars aligned
after our third attempt to acquire a
retail space on Wallace Street. 

We were pleased to collaborate
with long term retail superstars
Dee Allchin of Deadwood and
Nicky Taunton of Blue Kingdom
to create something new for the
Braidwood community. Together,
restoring the name of the building
and respecting its past was some-
thing we wanted to do. The Free
Trade Co, established in 1858 had

a long and successful history op-
erating from 103 Wallace Street
selling everything from “good
hats” to drapery, shearing sup-
plies, boots, tailor made “mens
tweed suits”, crockery, stationery
and of course tea. This gives a re-
ally lovely foundation for the
combination of local retailers and
community creatives coming to-
gether under one roof. There has
been much interest in the space so
we took our time to ensure the his-

torical collaboration continues.
John Stahel from the Braid-

wood Museum was also very
helpful in locating the records of
the Free Trade Co’s history espe-
cially when a lot of the original
records were burnt in the many
fires that occurred over the
decades at the various buildings
along Wallace Street. 

The fun really started when I
popped into the museum and Jill
Clarke suggested a review of the
Trove website, a treasure “trove”
of historical newspapers. Interest-
ingly the Free Trade Co  operated
for well over 50 years; it changed
owners often and also went back
into the hands of the original own-
ers some three times. Sadly, the
second floor was destroyed in a
fire in 1942 when it operated as
Wrights Garage.  

The official opening and “re-
birth” of the Free Trade Co oc-
curred last week, the initial space
is a conscious integration of busi-
nesses created by the talented
Dee, Nicky, their partners and a
very handy group of loyal follow-
ers. Very much an eclectic mix of
selected vintage, pre-loved curi-
ous and collectibles and so much
more. As anticipated, it is full of
character, rustique charm and
enigmatic energy that is life
changing — guaranteeing you
walk out excited to return again.
If you’ve had one of Dee’s
toasties or one of the amazing
cakes you’ll be sure to be back
again, maybe for lunch next day.
Deadwood 

Deadwood is a quirky ‘not quite
cafe’ style eatery and concept
store. Delivering a magnificent
range of boutique indoor plants,
nourishing weekly gourmet jaffles
and homemade soups, Campos
Coffee, OM organic tea, Bopo
Women’s beauty products compli-
mented by all of Dee’s favourite
things including her personal se-
lection of cookbooks.
Blue Kingdom

Esoteric emporium of books,
crystals, spirit, psyche, healing
services including homeopathy,
massage, naturopathy, spiritually
integrated psychotherapy, art ther-
apy, jewellery, weird and wonder-
ful sources of knowledge.

Jacqui Clarke lives with her part-
ner, five almost-adult sons and Rusty
the Kelpie on the edge of town. She
divides her time between the serenity
of the country and the fiscal opulence
of the city.

Coffee, cakes and crystals
Jacqui Clarke

Nicky Taunton

Jacqui Clarke and Dee Allchin
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Preparing for a job interview re-
quires more than simply adjusting
your tie or rehearsing your lines. 

With industrial instruments
drawing the line between appro-
priate and illegal interview ques-
tions, job seekers should be aware
of what constitutes an invasion of
privacy. 

Often, your interviewer will
throw a myriad of questions test-
ing you on technicality, personal-
ity, and suitability. However, at
what point is a question simply
obtuse, invasive or discrimina-
tory? 

The Australian legislative
framework prohibits discrimina-
tion (whether direct or indirect)
against specific protected attrib-
utes. Legislation ranging from the
Sex Discrimination Act 1984
(Cth), the Disability Discrimina-
tion Act 1992 (Cth), the Racial
Discrimination Act 1991 (Cth)
and the Age Discrimination Act
2004 (Cth) operates with the pri-
mary objective to prohibit un-
favourable and prejudiced
treatment on the basis of gender,
sexual orientation, disability and
race. 

These fundamental human
rights are foregrounded in the
Fair Work Act 2009 (Cth), which
explicitly prohibits an employer
from taking adverse action or re-
taliating against an employee
based on their race, sex, marital
status, disability, pregnancy status,
family responsibilities or religion
(among others). Importantly, this
protection is not limited to exist-
ing employees. ‘Prospective em-
ployees’ are also protected by
section 351 of the Fair Work Act
2009 (Cth). 

In practical terms, employers
must consider the motive behind
their interview questions and rel-
evance of information they are
trying to obtain to ensure that they

THE LAW Angela Backhouse 

Chamberlains.
 Law Firm

• Conveyancing
• Wills & Estate Planning
• Property Transactions
• Litigation & Dispute Resolution
• Business Law
• Family Law

As part of Chamberlains full-service o�ering 
we can assist you with:

F     

Unit 1, 19 Park Lane, Braidwood

For Braidwood appointments, contact:

Angela Backhouse

02 6188 3600
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Interview questions you
should not be asked!

steer clear from a possible contra-
vention of the Anti-Discrimina-
tion framework. 

Questions that are red flags in-
clude (but are not limited to):
• Do you have children, or are you

planning to have children soon?
• Are you in a same-sex relation-

ship?
• What is your ethnic background? 
• What religion do you practice?
• Do you have any health condi-

tions?
• Do you take prescription medica-

tion?
• Are you married?
• Who do you vote for?

Ultimately, your interviewer
should extrapolate information to
determine whether you are able to
perform the inherent requirements
of the job, rather than gauge per-
sonal characteristics.

The decision of Chalker v Mur-
rays Australia [2017] illustrates
the consequences of responding
adversely and disproportionality
to disclosed medical conditions
without affording procedural fair-
ness. 

Applying for a position as a bus
driver, Mr Chalker responded
with “no” to a question asking if
he suffered a “medical condition,
disability or injury that may have
an effect on [his] performance of
the duties in the job for which [he
had] applied”. It was later re-
vealed that Mr Chalker had been
diagnosed with borderline person-
ality disorder. A medical examina-
tion that was part of the
recruitment process recommended
that Murrays undertake further in-
vestigation into Mr Chalker’s fit-
ness for the role. However,
Murrays did not do so and Mr
Chalker was not offered the posi-
tion.

The Tribunal found that because
Murrays had not determined that
Mr Chalker was unfit to comply
with the inherent requirements of
the role because of his disability
Mr Chalker therefore was treated
less favourably than other appli-
cants during his application
process. 

It was ordered by the Tribunal

that Murrays pay Mr Chalker
$10,000 to compensate him for
discrimination suffered due to his
reported medical condition.

In New South Wales, employ-
ees can be awarded compensation
up to $100,000 in circumstances
where an employer has taken ad-
verse action against a prospective
employee on discriminatory
grounds during the interview or
application process. 

At Chamberlains Law Firm, we
specialise in sensitive workplace
disputes which touches on dis-
crimination and unconscious bias.
We have extensive expertise in

validating employee concerns,
seeking recourse and resolving
disputes with a commercial and
diplomatic approach. 

Equally, Chamberlains Law
Firm has curated bespoke training
programs tailored to employers
seeking to establish a solid inter-
nal framework that enforces a
strict no-tolerance toward discrim-
ination and maintaining an active
compliance culture.

Contact the Workplace Law
Team on workplacelaw@cham
berlains.com.au to organise a free
initial consultation to discuss how
we can help you. 
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A wonderful community spirit with
so much to do

Summerfield provides outstanding
value – half the price of Sydney –
two-thirds of Canberra

Large spacious 3 bed 2 bath 2 car
villas – average 187 sqm (20
squares)

Freehold – no exit fees – can sell
when you wish no deductions

Excellent common facilities – club
house, heated pool, arts and crafts
all built

Beautiful large enclosed balcony
sunroom on all villas all north facing

High ceilings some with
magnificent vaulted ceilings and
clerestory windows

Large master bedroom big enough
for a day bed and desk as well as a
king bed

Walk through wardrobe to a large
spacious master bathroom all
disability compliant

Large workable designer kitchen –
ample cupboard space

Light filled living and dining area –
large windows

Plush carpet and tiles

Functional layout for the elderly
and all SEPP Seniors compliant

2 car garage

Low maintenance garden which
you can then adapt to your own
needs.

KEY BENEFITS



It’s appropriate that your ‘book-
worm’ should be reading a book
called Bookworm right now,
subtitled A Memoir of Childhood
Reading, Lucy Mangan, Square
Peg, London, 2018. 

For one thing, it’s Children’s
Book Week later this month. For
another, Lucy Mangan’s book has
just been returned to me. I’d lent
it to a friend before I moved away
from Canberra, and then forgotten
all about it, which just goes to
show what trustworthy friends I
have. 

Polonius, whom I quote above
from Hamlet, probably wasn’t
talking about books. Money
would have been his issue, but the
borrowing and lending of books is
always an issue for us book-
worms! There are still a couple of
lent books missing, and I watch
out at Bookfairs to see if I can find
replacements. 

There were two books I regu-
larly repurchased. One was
Joanna Trollope’s The Rector’s
Wife. I lent it to several clergy
wives. It never came back. The
other was He — Understanding
Masculine Psychology (Robert A
Johnson). I lent that to several
clergy husbands. It never came
back either. 

Funny story: I lent my replace-
ment copy to a neighbour. He
recognised his own handwriting in
the copious notes in the back! Ob-
viously we, both Canberrans, had
been to the same second-hand
book fair. 

Even funnier story: I lent one of
my books on inclusive language
to the Sister who was Principal of
a Roman Catholic Primary school
where I did some relief work. The
school I tactfully won’t name. The
book might have been Boys Are

Better Than Girls ‘Cos God’s a
Boy, and it did have my address
sticker in it. The next time I saw
that book was in the Lifeline
Bookfair. The cashier let me have
it free. 

There’s sure to be a moral there,
but I don’t want to have to think
what it is. 

But back to Lucy Mangan’s
book. I’d bought it sight unseen
because of the review. I just knew
we’d have lots in common! It was
not just the books; that’s really a
topic on its own. It was the atti-
tudes to reading itself.

There are many ways of parti-
tioning the world, but mine is: rea-
ders, and non-readers.

—  * — * — * —
My mother wasn’t a reader.

Reading came under the heading
of ‘The devil makes work for idle
hands.’ I was often scolded  ‘al-
ways got your nose in a book.’ I
learnt there were only two places
I could be sure of being alone with
a book: under the bedcovers with
a torch, or in the toilet. 

At least I was quiet.
Once upon a time, reading was

a noisy activity. 
On clay tablets written in an-

cient Iraq and Syria some 4,000
years ago, the commonly used
words for ‘read’ literally meant ‘to
cry out’ or ‘ to listen.’ One ‘letter’
from this era says: 

“I am sending a very urgent
message. Listen to this tablet. If it
is appropriate, have the king listen
to it.” 

Sometimes the term used was
‘to see.’ In other words, read it
silently. 

This is the norm now, but there
is evidence that the old school-
room technique of reading aloud
is better for fixing things in the

head. Apparently it works well in
older people, too. 

If you read a difficult passage
out loud even to yourself, it can
help your comprehension. Try it
with your next Centrelink com-
munication.

Reading aloud to children has
known benefits, not least in emo-
tional bonding. Reading was once
a popular family activity, if any-
one can remember back to pre-
television days. 

It’s accepted reading can make
you wiser. Now it’s increasingly
accepted it can make you kinder,
more empathetic. How can you
tell if people are improved by
reading? There are all sorts of
sneaky tests. One popular one
works as well for children as
adults.  First find out how much
they read, or put them through a
course. Then test.  Walk casually
by, carrying a box of pencils. This
you ‘accidentally’ drop. Who gets
up to help you repack the box?
Apparently there is a definite ‘be-
fore’ and ‘after’ effect. 

How do books achieve this?
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BOOKWORM Julia Ermert They transport us to another char-
acter’s mind, so that we actually
feel what it is like to be born into
poverty, swept up in a war, struggle
with sexual identity, lose a loved
one. We experience it over many
years, a lifetime, in a different eth-
nicity, at a different age. We step
outside ourselves. This has been
found so useful that humanities
programs are now integrated into
all sorts of professional courses:
medical, legal, engineering.

There’s another division. ‘Read-
ing’ can presuppose ‘fiction,’ and
that can be seen as second-rate.
Fiction is ‘woman’s stuff.’ Men
read about facts: sport, cars, wine. 

There’s yet another division: lit-
erary fiction (‘highbrow’ stuff) or
genre fiction (page-turners)? Jane
Austen or John Grisham? Literary
fiction deals with characters and
the other is more about a great
plot. The characters might be in-
terchangeable from book to book.
You don’t get to know them as
people. 

So there you are. Read more
and become wiser, kinder, closer
to your family. 

Just beware of anyone dropping
a box of pencils near you.

Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

“Neither a borrower nor a lender be …”
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

 
  

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Have Your Say 

Projects & initiatives open for  
community comment

 

   
 

   

  
 
  

 
 

Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

Toddler Time 
10am

Queanbeyan

Storytime 
10am 

Queanbeyan

Storytime 
10am 

Queanbeyan 
Riverside Plaza

Storytime 11am
Bungendore

Storytime 
10am 

Braidwood

Storytime 2pm
Facebook Live

COMPETITIONS 
Story Stones

Colouring 
Drawing

all locations 
throughout the 

week

22 AUGUST
Book Week events at our libraries

24 AUGUST 25 AUGUST

Queanbe
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Member for Monaro Nichole
Overall is urging families across
the Monaro to apply for the En-
ergy Bill Buster Program, which
opened today.

The NSW Government’s En-
ergy Bill Buster program aims to
help households slash their power
bills by up to $600 a year.

The 2022-23 NSW Budget in-
cluded $128 million to help up to
an initial 30,000 eligible house-
holds install solar or replace appli-
ances with energy efficient ones.

“The Monaro is known for its
extremes in weather with added
reliance on heating and cooling.
With budgets already being
stretched, I encourage households
to apply for a free solar system or
energy efficient appliance up-
grades that can save them up to
$600 per year,” Mrs Overall said.

“It’s all about taking the pres-
sure off families and putting more
money back into household budg-
ets.”

Those renting or living in apart-

Right across Eden-Monaro people
are working hard to strengthen,
deepen and sustain our local com-
munities.

Access to grant funding to sup-
port these diverse and dynamic
plans is a common question as I
meet with various groups.

To support this work in our
community, I have pulled together
a comprehensive list of grants
from the Australian Government,
the NSW Government and philan-
thropic organisations.

As new grant opportunities
arise for community and busi-
nesses groups and individuals I

Braidwood missed the worst of
last Thursday’s deluge that
flooded parts of Canberra and
turned the main intersection in
Bungendore into a lake.

The ACT recorded more than a
month’s worth of rain in two
days with flooding disrupting
traffic and bringing down trees
across the territory and Quean-
beyan.

Claire Fenwicke, reporting for
the RiotACT, said that the down-
pour resulted in 223 calls for help
to the Emergency Services
Agency, mostly for trees on roads
and buildings, leaking and dam-
aged roofs, and localised flooding.

The heavy rain has also im-
pacted Canberra’s sewerage sys-
tem, with Icon Water advising the
Lower Molonglo Water Quality
Control Centre wastewater treat-
ment plant bypass dam was dis-
charging partially treated and
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Busting your bills
Member for Monaro Nichole Overall media release

Grants Bulletin
Office of Kristy McBain MP

will update this information. Your
feedback and input is always wel-
come.

You might also like to visit the
Australian Government Commu-
nity Grants Hub at www.commu-
nitygrants.gov.au/grants

I trust you will find this infor-
mation useful.

If my office can be of any assis-
tance please do not hesitate to get
in touch via:

Kristy.McBain.MP@aph.gov.
au or 6284 2442.

Good luck with your grant ap-
plication and thank you for what
you do in our community.

No ark neeeded this time
Robin Tennant-Wood

settled effluent into the Molonglo
River.

The Bungendore Scout Hall
opened in the early evening to ac-
commodate Elmslea residents
who were unable to get home due
to severe flooding over the round-
about at the intersection of the
Tarago Road and Gibraltar Street.

The brunt of the deluge, how-
ever, skirted to the north of Braid-
wood, and while the Bombay and
Farringdon crossings over the
Shoalhaven recorded water over
the road, it was nowhere near as
pronounced as previous events
this year. 

The Bureau of Meteorology
forecasts a continuation of the wet
weather until the end of this year:

August to October rainfall is
likely to be above median for
most of Australia, but below me-
dian for western Tasmania and an
area of south-western WA.

August to October maximum

Culture back on government agenda: call for public input 
Robin Tennant-Wood
After three years with no Arts
portfolio at the level of national
government, the new Australian
government is developing a Na-
tional Cultural Policy to take us to
the next decade.

The last cultural policy was
Creative Australia, the cultural
policy launched by the Gillard
government in 2013. In 2019 the
Morrison government abandoned
cultural policy and axed the Arts
portfolio.

ments who can’t have solar in-
stalled may be eligible to swap
their current annual rebate for a
suite of energy efficient upgrades,
helping to reduce demand on the
grid and lower power prices for
everyone.

Appliances available in the
package include energy efficient
fridges, dryers, air-conditioners
and hot water systems as well as
upgrades such as window shading
and draught sealing valued at up
to $4000.

The solar offer has been trialed
within select regions of NSW and
is rolling out statewide to enable
more people to save with solar.

The benefits aren’t just for pri-
vate homeowners and tenants. The
solar swap will also be offered to
eligible land and housing corpora-
tion tenants later this year.

Eligible households include
pensioners and Department of
Veterans Affairs Gold Card hold-
ers receiving the Low Income
Household Rebate who can re-
ceive 10 years’ worth of rebates
upfront to put towards solar or ap-
pliance upgrades.

Applications are open now and
households can check their Bill
Buster eligibility and apply at:

energysaver.nsw.gov.au/rebate-
swap

Picking up from the 2013 pol-
icy, the proposed new policy will
be shaped by the diverse voices of
the Australian arts, entertainment
and cultural sector around the five
goals of Creative Australia which
have been distilled to the follow-
ing core elements:
First Nations: recognising and

respecting the crucial place of
these stories at the centre of our
arts and culture.
A place for every story: re-

flecting the diversity of our stories

and the contribution of all Aus-
tralians as the creators of culture.
The centrality of the artist:

supporting the artist as worker and
celebrating their role as the cre-
ators of culture.
Strong institutions: providing

support across the spectrum of in-
stitutions which sustain our arts
and culture.
Reaching the audience: ensur-

ing our stories reach the right peo-
ple at home and abroad.

The government is calling for

public input via submissions from
arts practitioners, organisations
and individuals involved with, or
interested in the direction of the
arts industry and culture in this
country.
Information on how to make a
submission is at:

https://www.arts.gov.au/have-
your-say/new-national-cultural-
policy or phone 1800 075 001.
Submissions are due by 22 Au-
gust.

temperatures are likely to be
above median for the tropics, parts
of the west and far south-east, but
below median for parts of the east
and southern interior encompass-
ing most of South Australia.

Minimum temperatures for Au-
gust to October are likely to be

above median nationwide.
The negative Indian Ocean Di-

pole event, warmer than average
waters around northern Australia,
and a neutral to cool phase of the
El Niño–Southern Oscillation are
likely to be influencing this out-
look.
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Armenian Lentil Soup
Perfect Hearty and Healthy Soup
to Warm Up With
3600 grams red lentils (or brown)
32x large Braidwood onions

(sliced)
34x garlic cloves (chopped)
32tsp ground cumin
31tsp paprika
33ltr chicken stock (or water)
3800g tinned diced tomatoes

Slice the onions and fry off in a
large pot with olive oil. Add the
garlic and spices and stir for about
two minutes. Add in the lentils,
stock and tomatoes, cook for 30
minutes or until lentils are tender.
To serve add baby spinach, lemon
zest, and salt and pepper.

Recipe by Dan McKeon and Jo
Felstead-Hill. Pop in to their shop
for the ingredients.

News trivia
How well have you
been paying attention?
n Australian swimmer, Emma
McKeon, this week became the
most successful
Commonwealth Games medal
winner. How many
Commonwealth medals has
she won in her career?
n What is the new movie called
starring Emma Thompson and
Daryl McCormack?
n What state government
agency is set to be scaled
down in the wake of this year’s
floods?
n Independent senator, David
Pocock and Greens MP, Max
Chandler-Mather, both caused
ripples for their sartorial choice
in parliament last week. What
was it?
n Speaker of the US Congress,
Nancy Pelosi, sparked tensions
between the US and China last
week by visiting which country?
n Two iconic and much-loved
Australian singers died in the
past week. Who were they?
n What name does the
Australian netball team go by?
n The debris from a space
capsule landed across a
couple of properties in
southern NSW last week.
Where in NSW did it happen?
(Bonus point: which space
company does the debris
belong to?)
n Which critically endangered
tree with only six specimens left
is found in our region?
n Where will the 2026
Commonwealth be held?

Answers:
1. 20; 2. Good Luck to You, Leo
Grande; 3. Resilience NSW; 4.
They both chose not to wear a
tie into the Senate and House of
Representatives respectively; 5.
Taiwan; 6. Judith Durham and
Archie Roach; 7. The Diamonds;
8. Dalgety, southern Monaro re-
gion (Bonus point: SpaceX); 9.
Mongarlowe mallee; 10. Re-
gional Victoria

???

68A Wallace Street,
(In front of Cassanova’s)

LOOK
HERE

Web addresses (URLs) are
difficult to use in a printed on
paper news bulletin and
 obviously cannot be clickable
‘hot’ links.
So to make those pesky
 unintelligible:
http://www.howthe!$#canI-
typethis/needcoffee/eyes/sore
isthe/hyphen-in-the-address...
Scan the QR code above and
it will take you to a web page
with all the URLs in this issue
of the Changing Times.

The ingredients [above] and Jo Felstead-Hill [below] showing Vera Šapov some
of the range of art supplies and paints available at Arts & General.



Braidwood Uniting Church
Football Jerseys
It’s not a glorious thing to confess
that I understand nothing about
sport. 

To Australians generally, sport
is a precious thing. Perhaps I
lacked oxygen at birth or there is
something else that went wrong in
the development of my brain.
There are a few sports that I do
find entertaining to watch even if
I don’t understand the rules, or the
point of the exercise. While I can
watch, I find the commentary im-
possible to endure. Even though i
have brothers who can speak end-
lessly of football, to me this surely
doesn’t qualify as language. I
guess its something like syllable
exchange. In a funeral I was con-
ducting once, I made a confession
along these lines only to find the
head of Fox Sports was sitting in
the congregation. As I’m so un-
qualified to make a contribution,
I’d like to share a note from a
friend and colleague, Rev Graham
Anson from Corrimal Uniting
church. 

To all my LGTBQI+ friends, 
I want you to know that you are

in my heart at this time. I’ve been
quiet on the Many jersey debacle,
but please know my heart leaps
toward you. 

33.7% of my quietness is be-
cause I know many of you are
tired of who you naturally are,
being discussed publicly as, ‘an
issue’. 

27.2% of my quietness is be-
cause I think people are aiming
their fire at the wrong targets.
Manly marketing and manage-
ment obviously have no idea how
to consult, and most of us have no
idea of the religious and cultural
power these young men face in
their communities to comply. I’d
suggest if people want to target
someone with anger, they aim it at
the Manly back office and at the
faith leaders of the young foot-
ballers. 

13.1% of my quietness is be-
cause I’m probably too male, pale
and stale these days and the dis-
cussion is probably best led by
people who know better. 

5.9% of me is being quiet be-
cause I’m a Roosters fan - you can
join the dots yourself! 

The rest of my quietness is be-
cause I used to be like these young

footballers. At their age, I believed
just as they do - and it wasn’t
anger that changed me. It was
love, patience and understanding
- it was being met. So if you, or
any of us, have any of that left, let
me encourage us all to be patient
and loving. I agree, let Ian Roberts
talk to the lads. I agree that their
position is hypocritical and judg-
mental. It won’t be changed by
more hatred and judgement - I
know from experience. 

Rev Graham Long AM 

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

Will You Wish You Had Given
More?   

The film Schindler’s List tells
the story of one man’s efforts to
do good in a desperate situation.
As the director of a munitions fac-
tory in Poland, Oska Schlindler
decided to use his position to save
Jewish lives. By employing them
in his factory, Schlindler rescued
many condemned Jews from the
gas chambers. 

But keeping them employed
was costly, and little by little he
liquidated his personal property to
keep his business afloat. At the
end of the story, the Nazis are de-
feated and the full impact of
Schlindler’s efforts is revealed as
the dead are counted and the liv-
ing stagger back to freedom. 

In one scene, kneeling by the
railroad tracks that had carried
thousands to their deaths,
Schlindler had a starling realisa-
tion. He could have saved a few
more! Overwhelmed with regret,
he laments keeping the few per-
sonal assets he still owns. If only
he had known when the war
would end, he would have done
more. Now it was too late.

Oska Schlindler was a hero. He
saved over a thousand Jews dur-
ing World War 2. But interest-
ingly, all he could think about was

what he didn’t do. He wished he
had done more.

A powerful lesson in
Schlindler’s story is this: even
joyful givers will look back on
their lives and wish they had done
more. There are also others who
gave less than they could have
given, or who never gave at all.
Can you imagine their thoughts as
they stand before God, giving an
account of how they used their re-
sources and to be rewarded ac-
cordingly?

‘God loves a cheerful giver’ so
today look for opportunities to
give.

An extract for The Word for Today
a Christian Vision publication

—  * — * — * —
Exciting things are happening

in the Anglican Parish of Braid-
wood with the transition to a Lay
Led Parish. 

During August, Services in St
Andrew’s Church, Elrington St,
Braidwood:

Sunday 14th: 10am: Service of
Morning Prayer led by Lay Lead-
ers

Sunday 21st: 10am: New Pat-
tern of Worship Holy Communion
Service Led

by Rev. Des McGuire
Sunday 28th:  10am: Service of

Prayer & Praise led by Lay Lead-
ers 

All are welcome to come
along…. And enjoy a nice cuppa
afterwards.

St Bede’s Parish
REFLECTION ON THE Gospel
of Luke 12:49-53 by Dianne
Bergant CSA
As disciples we commit ourselves
to values and principles that are
not always cherished by others. 

We can be misunderstood for
our beliefs, even ridiculed. Our
lives may be a reproach to those
who do not share our aspirations.
There may be times when we
must stand in opposition to others.
All of this tends to alienate us. It

could even place us at enmity with
those whom we love. Yet, if we
are genuinely committed, we re-
alise that there is also a price to
pay if we are not faithful. It is very
difficult to live with ourselves
when we disregard our deepest
convictions and ignore the
promptings of God that we expe-
rience within ourselves. As diffi-
cult as a life of faith may be, we
know that it is the only way to live
in this world.

Faced with the cost of disciple-
ship we are brought to the realisa-
tion that, by ourselves, we do not
have the necessary resources. We
need assistance. Like Jeremiah,
we might find that this aid will
come from places we may have
never expected. The real support
and assistance that we get is from
Jesus who came to set the world
and our hearts on fire. Paul as-
sures us that there is a vast throng
cheering us on as we run the race
of discipleship. They are not
merely spectators; they have al-
ready run or are still running their
own race. We are not alone in our
commitment, in our struggle.
There are many witnesses, many
examples for us to follow.

—  * — * — * —
There will be a Mass at Araluen

on 21st August commencing at
11am. Lunch at the pub after-
wards.

—  * — * — * —
Our Vinnies shop: Thank you to

all who have donated winter items
to our local Vinnies shop, they
were much appreciated. If anyone
else has items in good condition
that they no longer need, please
donate them to Vinnies Braid-
wood, so that we can continue to
aid those in need this winter.

—  * — * — * —
Save the date for Reopening

and Blessing of Sts Peter and
Paul’s Old Cathedral, Goulburn.

Wednesday 30th November
2022 11am Mass and celebration.

—  * — * — * —
“Help Ukranians Raffle”, spon-

sored by the Goldsmith Street Sur-
gery in Goulburn. Tickets
available from Wendy Hart either
at Mass times or wherever you see
her around town. Many prizes are
on offer. See poster for details.
Tickets $5 each or 5 for $20.

—  * — * — * —
Weekend Mass time: Saturday

at 6.00pm (Vigil) 
Weekday Mass: Tuesdays at

10am.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Helen Small presenting gifts from the Parish to Rev Rick and Gwenda Lewis.
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Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

STOP PRESS

Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,
43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant-Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram
Contributions desperately welcome.

STAR TIMES

GOLF NEWS

GOVERMNT
STRUGGLES
TO ABSORB
POTHOLES
SHOCKER

Braidwood ladies were runners-
up in the prestigious Canberra
Bowl played at Royal Canberra
Golf Club on 28 July.

The Canberra Bowl is played
annually at Royal Canberra but
hasn’t been played since 2019 due
to COVID cancellations. Braid-
wood was the last winner.

This year our team of Deb Fer-
guson, Robin Tennant Wood,
Donna Kuhn and Sarah Heine fell
an agonising single point short of
retaining their title, which went
back to the home team. Well done
ladies on keeping our small club
punching above its weight, defeat-
ing 10 other teams to take a cred-
itable second place.

The Braidwood Ladies Open is
on Sunday 11 September. As with
the Canberra Bowl, this will be
the first time our Open has been
held since 2019 and is always a
big day for the club.

Ladies put up a good
fight in Canberra

Members and visitors are
warned that the resident aggres-
sive magpie is back on his watch
on the 7th and 9th fairways. 

Results: Saturday July 30 -
Men’s Stroke & Monthly Medals

Winner: Mark Newman 71 nett
c/b

Runner Up: John Harb 71 nett
c/b

NTP Men 3/12: Allan Walcott
Ball Comp: Michael Toirkens

71, Keith Ferguson 72, Spiro
Agnew 76, Roger Hovey 76

Jackpot($20) 3rd: Not Won
Handicap Changes: Michael

Toirkens down 1 to 6, Keith Mor-
gan out 1 to 17

Women’s Stroke & Monthly
Medal

Winner: Deb Ferguson 78 nett
Runners Up: Margy Gardner 81

nett c/b
Putting: Margy Gardner 29

putts c/b
Handicap Changes: Sarah

Heine out 1 to 36
Coming Events
August 13 Saturday: Men’s Sin-

gle Stableford – Ross Lawless
Trophy

Women’s Single Stableford –
Braidwood Beauty Studio Trophy

August 20 Saturday: Commit-
tee Meeting 10.30am

Men’s 2BBB Stableford- Greg
& Les Hart Trophy

Women’s Single Stableford –
Nersons Trophy

Keepsusinsuspension
“Due to the high demand, your
claim may take longer than 4 to
6 weeks. We apologise for the
inconvenience”, says Service
NSW. This is the message you
will see if you try to lodge a pub-
lic liability claim for repairs to
your car resulting from damaged
roads. Take a deep breath,
download the PDF form and
give it your best shot. We’re all
customers now so lets get some
satisfaction. I reckon wind -
screen chips and cracks would
be an easy claim. What else
could have done it?

TheEarthisoverwound
The London Telegraph reports:
‘Earth had its shortest day since
records began, with 1.59 mil-
liseconds shaved off the usual
24-hour spin on June 29, raising
the prospect that a negative leap
second may soon be needed to
keep clocks matched with the
heavens.’ A millisecond might
seem like it’s short but really the
shortest known time interval is
the ‘ohno’ second, which is the
time between pressing ‘send’ on
a bitchy post or tweet and the
onset of remorse.

Quantumofaredlight
More on time. People who live
with other people have long
known and suffered from the
‘angonnasec’ which is a unit of
the time taken to get ready, vary-
ing with gender, stylishness and
the social importance of the do
you’re waiting to head off to.
 Angonnasec can also exist in
thought form when reading the
latest ICAC hearings transcript
although its more modern form
is the double-you-tee-eff.

Oneforthechapschaps
And on a serious note, as if this
Covid jive was not trouble
enough, now there’s monkeypox
popping up too. As with the pre-
cautions for Covid the message
is the same: prevention is the
best cure. Following the jingles
of days past like, “Slip, slop,
slap” and, “If it’s not on it’s not
on” we can add a new one. “Re-
member, it’s cloth on the face
and rubber on the other place”. 

Emoticonversations
Communication has never been
easier. Why struggle with saying
words out loud with little time
for revision. ‘ReclinertextTM’ is
the latest hot app 4U. Your part-
ner/children/they/them/it might
be engrossed in their own virtual
reality. Interrupting them with
crass words is just so no. Using
 ‘Reclinertext’ to send ‘TGO?’ is
so much more efficient that ask-
ing if they took the garbage out.
Baby need changing? No worries
just send:              .


