
Jackie French’s Diary of a
 Wombat has been delighting
young readers for twenty years. 

To celebrate the twentieth an-
niversary of its publication the
Royal Australian Mint has part-
nered with the Children’s Book
Council to release a limited edi-
tion twenty cent coin featuring the
eponymous wombat.

Jackie told the Changing Times
that the wombat character in the
book was inspired by a real wom-
bat, with whom, despite the wom-
bat’s destructive tendencies, she
formed a strong rapport. 

“The book has a subversive
meaning: that two totally different
species can live together without
necessarily understanding one an-
other, and even come to love each
other.

“It’s also about how, when
species do come together, we can
achieve great things,” Jackie said.

The coin features illustrator
Bruce Whatley’s image of the
naughty wombat with a carrot in
her mouth.

Jackie said that it’s quite hilari-
ous and somehow also very Aus-
tralian to have “Queen Elizabeth
on one side of the coin, looking
very regal, and this grinning wom-
bat on the other side also looking

quite regal – in a wombaty sort of
way.”

This is the second time the Mint
has produced a coin in partnership
with the Children’s Book Council.
The first was a 2021 twenty cent
coin for the 35th anniversary of
Graeme Base’s Animalia.

The mint will be producing only
5000 of the Diary of a Wombat
coins which are presented in a
special anniversary edition of the
book.

Jackie French, who shares her
Araluen Valley property with nu-
merous wombats as well as other
wildlife, said that wombats actu-
ally like to be read books that
specifically feature pictures of
wombats, real or in silver.
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Th: 1° 14° 50%
Fr: 1° 14° 0%
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Tue: 6° 15° 30%
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Heads or tails for our
favourite wombat
Robin Tennant-Wood

The Year My Voice Broke
returns to Braidwood
Braidwood local Haddie Davies is
bringing a theatrical adaptation of
the local classic film, The Year My
Voice Broke, to the National The-
atre in Braidwood for two per-
formances. 

The show was originally staged
this May in Sydney through the
Sydney University Dramatic So-
ciety and following a sold-out run,
director Haddie and her produc-
tion team are thrilled to be touring
the show to Braidwood. Haddie
chose to adapt the film because of
her personal connection to it as a
work that encapsulates Braidwood
and the experience of growing up
here. It seems only fitting to her
that the production should be en-
joyed by the local community at
large and she is delighted to have
the opportunity to share it. The
production opens on Saturday
24/9 at 7pm, followed by a mati-
nee performance at 2pm on Sun-
day 25/9.
Event Description
“If they heard us talking,

people’d think we were mad.”
“Maybe we are. Or else every-
one else is.”
The Year My Voice Broke is

raw, bittersweet, and at moments
dark. It is a portrait of the joys and
woes of teenage life in 1960s rural
New South Wales.

Originally written as a film by
John Duigan in the 80s shot en-
tirely in Braidwood and sur-
rounds, this is a coming-of-age
tale of adolescent love. It follows
the three central characters as they
stumble through a year of high
school under the scrutiny of their
conservative small town, the re-
pressive control of their parents,
and their own simple yet conse-
quential mistakes.

Following a sold-out run in
Sydney, the cast and crew of The
Year My Voice Broke, comprised
of members of the Sydney Uni-
versity Dramatic Society, are
thrilled to be bringing this produc-
tion to Braidwood. We can’t wait
to showcase this adaptation of a
local classic for the community.
Local Reflections

Calling all Braidwood locals —
if you have a connection to John
Duigan’s The Year My Voice
Broke, we want to hear from you! 
• Does the film mean something

important to you? 
• Were you at the 21st anniversary

screening on Wallace street? 
• Were you in Braidwood during its

shooting in the 80s? 
• Were you even an extra in the

film?

Jackie French and Bruce Whatley Photo: Canberra Times

Wallace Street was closed on a balmy December evening in 2008 for a
special outdoor showing of The Year My Voice Broke.



Not since 1975 has the role of
Governor-General come under so
much scrutiny as it has in the past
week. 

Constitutional law experts are
still arguing about the role of Sir
John Kerr in the dismissal of the
Whitlam government and it is
likely that they will still be argu-
ing about the probity of General
David Hurley in fifty years’ time. 

The role and function of the of-
fice of Governor-General of Aus-
tralia is defined in the Constitution
but is subject to interpretation.
While the Governor-General is
never in a situation where he can
run parliament, courts or any in-
struments of government, he or
she can help ensure that those who
conduct the affairs of the nation
do so strictly in accordance with
the Constitution and the laws of
the Commonwealth and with due
regard to the public interest. 

In executing the duties of office,
the G-G acts on the advice of the
prime minister, but they also have
a responsibility to advise the
prime minister of the constitu-
tional implications of certain in-
structions and whether it is in the
best public interest. 
The role of convention in the

Westminster system of
government is as important 
as that of constitutional law
and it is up to the G-G as 

head of state to ensure that 
convention is upheld.

Former PM Morrison’s blatant
power grab in having himself
sworn into five ministerial portfo-
lios on top of his role as prime
minister is shrouded in secrecy
and glaring ambiguities. It is not
illegal for a PM to hold multiple
ministries and indeed, there are
precedents for that being the case.
However, there are serious ques-

• Let us know if you are happy for
your submission to be publi-
cised.

• You will enter the draw to win
tickets to the show — up to 20
tickets to be won!

• Submissions close Sunday Sep-
tember 4th.
We are hoping to collate a range

of local reflections on the film and
what it means for our community,
to be shared on our socials and
displayed during the show run in
September. 
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DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

Event Information
A theatrical adaptation of The Year My Voice Broke

by John Duigan
Adapted and directed by Haddie Davies

Saturday 24 September 7pm  and   Sunday 25 September 2pm
The National Theatre, Braidwood

Tickets:
$18 Adult  $12 Concession

Link to tickets: https://bit.ly/TheYearMyVoiceBrokeTickets 
Link to Facebook event:

https://www.facebook.com/events/360812882827849 
Instagram: @theyearmyvoicebroke

Email: yearmyvoicebroke@gmail.com

Write to us at yearmyvoice
broke@gmail.com or message us
on instagram or facebook about
your thoughts and memories of
the film for a chance to win tickets
to the show!
How to enter:
• Write your reflection and send it

to:
yearmyvoicebroke@gmail.com
or message us on instagram or
facebook.

Power without glory
tions over the legality of whether
two people can hold the same
ministerial position concurrently.
Morrison didn’t inform the rele-
vant ministers that he had been se-
cretly sworn into their job, and no
official record exists in the G-G’s
appointment diary of the swear-
ing-in occurring. Did Morrison re-
quest that the Governor-General
keep the matter secret and on what
grounds?

Questions are mounting also
about the nature of the $18million
grant handed to the G-G to estab-
lish the Australian Future Leaders
Foundation. The grant was made
by the then PM without cabinet
approval six months after the se-
cret ministerial appointments
were made and the Foundation for
which the money was intended
appears to not yet have been es-
tablished.

Westminster government relies
on a system of checks and bal-
ances to ensure that power is
never concentrated in the hands of
one or a few. Representative gov-
ernment is diminished, and may
ultimately fail, where these checks
and balances are bypassed. If, as
it appears, there has been collu-

sion between the head of state and
the head of government, then the
concentration of power ceases to
be with a representative democ-
racy.

Morrison is watching his legacy
unfold from the relative safety of
the back bench, but Hurley, with a
possible two years left in his term
as Governor-General, must clarify
his role in this matter.

Sir John Kerr

Year My Voice Broke
... continued from page 1



look like. Our vision statement is
to communicate our expectations,
needs and wants for our region. 

For ease, we’re calling that Our
Vision. 

The Braidwood and Villages
Business Chamber formed a
working group of interested com-
munity  members to create this vi-
sion that clearly articulates what
we want for the future and can be
used to communicate with various
groups involved in planning.
These include local, State and
Federal government, and other
private and public organisations
interested in how they can align
with our Vision. 

Our Vision will help us be in
control of the destiny of our re-
gion. 

We invite all members of our
community to continue to provide
feedback. 
Our Vision...

We strive to be a willing, inclu-
sive, supportive and compassion-
ate rural and regional community,
rich in social connections, protec-
tive of our natural environment,
respectful of our history and her-
itage, and invested in our thriving
and diverse economy.

Rich natural environment
We will: 

• live within our unique and beau-
tiful environment, as custodians
for its better future

• value, protect and promote our
district’s unique biodiversity,
natural beauty and attractions in
a responsible way

• improve our landscape with 
sustainable productivity.

Sustainable and resilient
community

We will: 
• engage proactively and posi-

tively with all levels of govern-
ment and our regional partners 

• expect government services to
be coordinated through collabo-
rative planning and delivery 

• strive to adapt and mitigate the
impacts of a changing climate
and the increase in extreme
weather events 

• ensure our growth is ecologi-
callysustainable

• require our infrastructure, facili-
ties, housing, services and
amenities to be actively planned
to meet community needs and
expectations.

Vibrant and balanced economy 
We will: 

• create a thriving and varied
economy that takes advantage of
our rural industries and local
produce, eco and heritage
tourism, creative strengths, and
remote working opportunities 

• promote Braidwood as a small
but important regional hub 

• carefully plan a town centre to
grow our economic potential
and retain our town amenity 

• work to achieve a balance of sec-
tors creating economic re-
silience and opportunities for
our young and old, locals and
newcomers.
We are lucky to be proudly

regional, yet central to
everything.
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On Thursday evening 18 August,
surrounded by the opulences of
Mona Farm, the Braidwood and
Villages Business Chamber
launched its report, ‘Our Vision
for Braidwood and Surrounding
Region’.

The event was well attended by
QPRC councillors and staff, the
Member for Monaro, the BAVCC
committee and local businesses.
The Chamber’s Vision was com-
piled by local consultant Fiona
Court and is reprinted below:
Introduction

Braidwood and surrounding vil-
lages is a unique and vibrant re-
gion and there are countless
reasons why people make this re-
gion home — from families who
have lived here for generations to
more recent arrivals the region en-
compasses many varied back-
grounds. 

We have an active and engaged
community, and our region would
benefit from having the ability
and opportunity to clearly define
what is important to our future.
Our community is working to-
gether, independent of govern-
ment, to achieve a broad
consensus of what our future will

Our vision for Braidwood
and surrounding region
Braidwood and Villages Business Chamber

History and heritage
We will learn from, value, cele-

brate and promote: 
• the First Nations Peoples, Land of

the Dhurga speaking people of
the Yuin Nation 

• the contributions of settlers and
migrants 

• our unique heritage — the only
State Heritage listed town in
NSW 

A diverse, inclusive and
supportive community

We will :
• value and preserve rural culture
• value and support Braidwood

and surrounding villages work-
ing together — our combined
effort is greater than the sum of
each individual community

• advocate for a safe, healthy and
accessible region 

• encourage and enable our chil-
dren and young people 

• protect our diversity — creating
an interesting community that is
compassionate, inclusive and 
generous.

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

QPRC mayor Kenrick Winchester, councillors Bryce Wilson and Katrina Willis, QPRC CEO Rebecca Ryan, councillor
Mareeta Grundy with BAVCC’s Nick Kemp and George Sheriff with Braidwood Community Accociation’s Sue Murray.
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Monday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
1:00pm – Flashback Featured Artist with Rob
4:00pm – Book Reading with Rod
6:00pm – The Andy Show
8:00pm – It’s Time
9:00pm – Aussie Music Weekly
  
Tuesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
10:00am - 1st Tue of Month - Our Farm with Frank
11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod,Bill & Vera
6.30pm – Real World Gardener
7:00pm – Crap from the past
9:30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy      
Wednesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
6:00pm – Woodsongs Old Time Radio
7:00pm – Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill
9:00pm - An Audience with the Pope

Thursday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am - Billy Bob at Breakfast
10:00am – From the Archives with Gavin
3:00pm – The Hot 30
6:00pm – Radio Jilly - With Yolande 
8:00pm – Simply 80’s

Friday 
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am - Martin’s Morning Mix
10:00am - The Magazine with Disko
3:00pm – The Conga Line with Billy Bob
5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown
7:00pm - Top 40 from 40 Years ago
9:00pm - Raised On Rock

Saturday
9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger
12:00 – Paul’s Powerzone
1:00pm – A bit of this and that with Gavin
4:00pm – Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
6:00pm – Saturday Night Gold

Sunday
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
7:00pm - The Mechie Show (Prog Rock)
9:00pm - Bluesbeat

Program Guide
SMS Line 0419 722 578
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7:00am - Martin’s Morning Mix
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Friday 
9:00pm - An Audience with the Pope

Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill7:00pm – 
6:00pm – Woodsongs Old Time Radio
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Wednesday

9:30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy
7:00pm – Crap from the past
6.30pm – Real World Gardener
3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod,Bill & Vera
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin

 - Our Farm with Frank1st Tue of Month10:00am - 

  

      

12:00 – Paul’s Powerzone
9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger
Saturday

8:00pm – Simply 80’s
6:00pm – Radio Jilly - With Yolande 
3:00pm – The Hot 30

From the Archives with Gavin10:00am – 
7:00am - Billy Bob at Breakfast
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Thursday

Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill

3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod,Bill & Vera

11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
 - Our Farm with Frank

  

      

9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger

6:00pm – Radio Jilly - With Yolande 

From the Archives with Gavin

  

      

9:00pm - Bluesbeat
7:00pm - The Mechie Show (Prog Rock)
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
Sunday
9:00pm - Raised On Rock
7:00pm - Top 40 from 40 Years ago
5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown
3:00pm – The Conga Line with Billy Bob
10:00am - The Magazine with Disko
7:00am - Martin’s Morning Mix

      

  

      

7:00pm - The Mechie Show (Prog Rock)
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 

6:00pm – Saturday Night Gold
Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin4:00pm – 
A bit of this and that with Gavin1:00pm – 

3:00pm – The Conga Line with Billy Bob

d     

  

      

Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
A bit of this and that with Gavin

d
For a full listing go to braidwoodradio.com.au
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Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

We now have thirty-seven mem-
bers at the Braidwood CWA
Branch. 

At present we are in the process
of creating a lovely quilt to com-
memorate one hundred years of
CWA of NSW. Each member has
completed a square for this quilt
and there have been squares added
in memory of dear members who
are no longer with us. 

Each year Southern Tablelands
Group awards Year 7 CWA Edu-
cation Grants of $250 to Year 6
Students in our region. Applica-

CWA NEWS Margaret Shea

tion forms are available at both
local schools and home-schooled
students can also apply. Last year
three local students who applied
for these grants were successful.  

CWA Awareness Week will be
held from Sunday 4th September
until Saturday 10th September.
During this time we will be hold-
ing a display at the Braidwood Li-
brary of CWA items of interest,
both past and present. Although
our quilt is unfinished it will also
be on display. We are going to do-
nate a copy of the book The

Women who Changed Country
Australia by Liz Harfull to the li-
brary. This book was written to
commemorate one hundred years
of CWA of NSW.                                                      

On Monday 5th September an
Open Day will be held at our
rooms. We would like to welcome
people in the community to either
call in to say hello or join us for a
‘cuppa’ during the day. We will be
at the rooms from 10.00am until
3.00pm and look forward to see-
ing you.                                                                                                                           

We held a stall at the Braid-
wood Markets on Saturday 25th
June. The weather was kind to us
and a good profit was made on the
day. Following on from this we
have been busy knitting joey
pouches: small lined bags needed
in the rescue of baby animals.
Twenty-four of these bags were
given to a member of NARG last
Friday.        

Recently our rooms were used
by the Braidwood Central School
for the HSC Trial Exams. All in-
volved with this were very im-
pressed with the outcome. The
HSC will be held in October at the
rooms. 

For the “Wrapped with Love”
Project, organised by the Southern
Tablelands Group we sent ten
knitted/crocheted rugs and some
beanies to the people of Lismore

who were affected by the terrible
floods there. All fourteen branches
in the Southern Tablelands Group
contributed  many items towards
this project, bringing some com-
fort to the people who received
them.

At present we are in the process
of creating Xmas decorations and
will hold a stall at the Braidwood
Markets closer to Christmas. It is
so good to be able to hold events
again as we used to before all the
challenges we have faced. I imag-
ine many other local organisations
would feel the same. 

CWA president Irene Dunkley [on right] presenting a CWA centenary book to
Tamara at the Braidwood Library. 

CWA-made joey bags donated to
wildlife rescue. 
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Council is
expected to fast-track the Devel-
opment Application for the con-
struction of the new creative
precinct at the Braidwood Mu-
seum.

Architectural plans for the proj-
ect are now complete and builders
have been shortlisted. With con-
struction expected to commence
in October, Project Co-director,
John Stahel, says that they expect
the Braidwood Heritage Centre to
be operational by this time next
year.

“Of course, any project of this
scale is bound to have small ob-
stacles to negotiate, but with fan-
tastic assistance from QPRC and
Public Works we are confident
that our time frames are being
met,” Stahel said. 

“This will be a community asset
and we hope the entire community
will get behind our efforts. That
way we know it will thrive. We
hope the district’s tradespeople
will help build it and that our arti-
sans, administrators and museum
professionals will get involved to
ensure its success.”

The Braidwood Heritage Centre
will provide workshops for the re-

gion’s craft workers, accommoda-
tion, a café, office spaces for rent
as well as more exhibition space.  

There will also be an emphasis
on teaching lost crafts.  A working
blacksmith’s shop is planned for
the heart of the enterprise
and other crafts the project direc-
tors are hoping to attract include
boot makers, saddlers, joiners and
bookbinders.”
Stahel stressed that this is not
to be a ‘folk village’: “We won’t

have staff dressed in period
costumes.  Braidwood is a

thriving, contemporary, creative
hub and the Centre will reflect

that authentic reality.”

The Historical Society’s Presi-
dent Peter Smith said that, “when
complete, the redevelopment will
invigorate the museum, bringing
life to one of the town’s most
amazing assets.  

“The museum archives and col-
lection are an extraordinary record
of the district’s history.  Revenue
from the Heritage Centre will give
the museum a secure financial fu-
ture, enabling us to employ pro-
fessional staff and keep the centre
open seven days per week.”

The past is getting closer

The Araluen Creek Restoration
Project is being undertaken by the
Upper Deua Catchment Landcare
Group (UDCLG) in partnership
with the Upper Shoalhaven Land-
care Council and the South-East
Local Land Services to provide
additional works to rehabilitate
the Araluen Creek from the ef-
fects of drought, bushfires and
flooding over recent years. 

Stabilisation of the creek is nec-
essary to prevent further cata-
strophic outcomes for Araluen
Valley and those downstream who
depend on good water quality.

Penny Hayman, UDCLG Sec-
retary, says “climate change and
associated extreme weather events
mean that remedial action is ur-
gent and unavoidable now or fu-
ture events will impact adversely
the whole catchment of the Ar-
aluen Creek and Deua River com-
promising the whole area’s
viability for years to come”.

The Araluen Creek Restoration
Project is funded through the
Bushfire Community Recovery
and Resilience Fund.

Since the 2019-2020 Black
Summer fires the Araluen Valley
region has had 14 extreme rainfall
events, the long-term impacts of
these weather events have made
existing erosion problems worse.

Material deliveries for the Ar-
aluen Creek Restoration Project
commenced in the first week of
August with rocks, logs and root
balls being transported to sites so
that the soil erosion earthworks
can start. 

This part of the project involved

hauling 460 tonnes of large rocks,
29 truckloads of root balls and 32
x 6 metre logs to stockpiles lo-
cated in practical and accessible
locations. This was a logistical
challenge as all sites are not easily
accessible and the ground is still
sodden and boggy.

It would be disappointing for
further delays to the project given
that it has been difficult and chal-
lenging to keep the momentum up
with so much weather-related in-
terruption. There is a need to get
some ground works started in a
bid to prevent further damage oc-
curring at the sites set for remedi-
ation.

It is expected that all deliveries
will be completed in August,
paving the way for the earthworks
to commence at sites along the Ar-
aluen Creek (and a tributary) from
Majors Creek Bridge to the
creek’s confluence with the Deua
River. Major construction and
earthworks are planned to be com-
pleted in September.

Andy Taylor, of the South-East
Local Land Services, who has the
task of oversight of the erosion
works said: “It’s very good to be
getting materials in place for the
project so that we can start on
ground works for the erosion con-
trol. 

“There are challenges ahead if
this rain means there’s a high flow
and the creek’s up but there’s a
way to deal with these things al-
though it might take a bit longer”.

The participants are keeping
their fingers crossed that the
weather is  kind to the project.

Araluen Creek Restoration
Project making progress
Cath Harrison and Clare Henderson

Andy Taylor of the South-East Local
Land Services and participants at
the Upper Shoalhaven Landcare
Council Soil Erosion Workshop 28
May 2022. Photo: Erin Brinkley

John Stahel and Peter Smith show John Barilaro a bit about becoming history.



Member for Eden-Monaro and
Minister for Regional Develop-
ment, Local Government and Ter-
ritories Kristy McBain has been
meeting with local chambers,
businesses, councils and employ-
ees this week to talk all things re-
gional employment ahead of the
Government’s Jobs and Skills
summit in September. 

Skills shortages, housing sup-
ply, how to attract people to re-
gional areas and how to upskill
locals are just some of the topics
that have been explored at these
discussions. 

“I see every day how staff
shortages are affecting our

communities,” Ms McBain said. 
“Whether it’s hospitality busi-

nesses closing their doors early,
delays in getting a tradie on work
sites, council DA and planning
backlogs or difficulties attracting
health care workers, our commu-
nities are regional struggling with
the skilled worker shortages.

“Across Eden-Monaro we have
had a difficult three years with
multiple natural disasters,
COVID-19 and border closures
impacting us more so than other
areas. 

Ms McBain said she would sub-
mit a summary of these discussion
to be raised at the Jobs and Skills
Summit at Parliamant House on
September 1-2. 

“I want to make sure that the
voice of regional Australia and

Eden-Monaro is heard loud and
clear at this summit,” Ms McBain
said. 

“Attracting skilled workers
away from the city and into our re-
gions is an ongoing challenge and
it’s been great to hear from locals
about possible solutions, includ-
ing better access to child care and
after school hours care.

“People have also raised the
issue of reliable telecommunica-
tions and clear pathways for local
children to be prepared and appro-
priately trained for jobs both now
and into the future.”

The Jobs and Skills Summit
will bring together Australians, in-
cluding unions, employers, civil
society and governments, to ad-
dress our shared economic chal-
lenges.

The goal is to build a bigger,
better-trained and more produc-
tive workforce; boost incomes and
living standards; and create more
opportunities for more Australians
to get ahead and to reach their as-
pirations.

The themes and outcomes of the
Summit will inform the Employ-
ment White Paper, which will help
to shape the future of Australia’s
labour market. It will be led by
Treasury, which will invite sub-
missions and engage the wider
community over the next 12
months.

For more information, visit
www.treasury.gov.au/employ
ment-whitepaper/jobs-summit

Carbon neutrality is as much
about production as it is about re-
ducing methane output in cattle
and sheep. 

Both go hand in hand, where
new additional pasture technolo-
gies increase profits alongside im-
proving rumen function and
lowering greenhouse gasses
(GHG).

Meat & Livestock Australia
(MLA) and Agcotech have
formed a partnership alongside
The University of Sydney to fur-
ther develop pasture supplements
that deliver new mitigants that di-
rectly suppress methane produc-
tion, whilst improving breeder
condition and weaning rates.
MLA are also continuing to im-
prove GHG accounting systems to
help red meat businesses demon-
strate a carbon neutral or low car-
bon status at farmgate. 

Managing Director at MLA,
Jason Strong said, “The partner-
ship between Agcotech and the
University of Sydney is one ex-
ample of an investment that aims
to bring profitable livestock
methane technologies to market
through the Emissions Avoidance
Partnership (EAP).

“MLA is also leading the Envi-
ronmental Credentials for Aus-
tralian Grassfed beef project, in a
consortium with World Wildlife
Fund-Australia and The Univer-
sity of Queensland. This project is
funded through the Federal Gov-
ernments Landcare Grant program
‘Smart Farming Partnerships’. 

“This investment will enable
grassfed beef producers to demon-
strate their environmental creden-
tials and reduce their emissions to
access market opportunities and
participate in carbon neutral and
low carbon supply chains,” Mr
Strong said. 

Agcotech Chairman, Charles
(Chick) Olsson believes the Aus-
tralian Red Meat industry is lead-
ing the world in all classes of
Environmental, Social, and Gov-
ernance (ESG) policy, and this
newest collab between MLA, The
University of Sydney and Ag-
cotech, will potentially take the
red meat industry to a new level

on the international playing field.
“Australia has dominated the

red meat market with best practice
on farm welfare, and now looks
forward to repeating performance
to achieve CN 30. I fully support
this huge goal, and believe with
the right motivation, we can shift
the red meat industry to even
higher levels of production and
control methane at the same time
to be the envy of the world,” Mr
Olsson said. 

Agcotech already has two prod-
ucts already released into the Aus-
tralian market, and one product
released into Asia. Various
methodologies exist for Australian
farmers: 

A new energy supplement that
intends to meet ‘additionality’,
under the existing beef herd
methodology method.   This
method is classified to reduce
“’methane intensity’ aiming at in-
creasing liveweight gain during
dry seasons, allowing animals to
be turned off earlier:  also aiming
to identify nonperforming breed-
ing cows allowing them to be
shipped off the property earlier, all
adding up to a reduced carbon
footprint and more productive
herd.

A direct abatement pasture
product that achieves a modest
CO2e reduction in methane pro-
duced by cattle, mainly for south-
ern regions in Australia (NSW and
below), while also improving pas-
ture digestibility. This method will
allow graziers to participate in a
Voluntary Carbon Market, offset-
ting their emissions against their
footprint to begin a pathway to
Carbon neutrality.

It is hoped over the next 4 years,
this joint investment in new or ex-
isting combinations of methane
mitigants combined with patented
feedblock technology, will allow
higher levels of direct methane
mitigation (target 50%), whilst
improving production on pastures.

CN30 is a target for the red
meat industry to achieve net zero
greenhouse gas emissions while at
the same time doubling the value
of red meat sales as the trusted
source of the highest quality pro-
tein. 
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Regional employment
and skills discussions
Office of Kristy McBain MP

Kristy McBain at her desk tele-conferencing the Monaro.

Reducing livestock
methane output
Meat & Livestock Australia media 



Since 2020, Palliative Care Vol-
unteer Coordinator Ruth Kinly-
side has helped link patients and
carers receiving end-of-life care
with clinicians and volunteers
providing specialised support. 

Ruth has been instrumental in
the establishment of the Palliative
Care Volunteer Service for the re-
gion, and recently decided to re-
tire from Southern.

With Ruth’s departure, our Pal-
liative Care Program is actively
seeking expressions of interest for
a part-time Volunteer Coordinator
for the Monaro district, servicing
the Greater Queanbeyan, Braid-
wood and Snowy Monaro regions.
People with experience in volun-
teer management or community
service delivery are particularly
encouraged to apply. 

With Southern Program Admin-
istrator Fiona Sivyer, and support
from Palliative Care NSW and
COORDINARE, Ruth helped re-
establish and develop new Pallia-
tive Care Volunteer Service across
Southern. Starting in the Snowy

Monaro region, services have
since opened in Eurobodalla,
Queanbeyan and Bega Valley re-
gions and have recently attracted
new permanent funding. 
Southern’s team of end-of-life
care volunteers are trained to

offer compassion,
companionship and respite to
clients and carers, which helps

to reduce distress, improve
peoples’ quality of life and
bereavement experiences. 

The Volunteer Coordinator
plays an integral role in ensuring
the delivery of consistent, quality
care. This role supports end-of-life
care volunteers in the regions they
support, and assist in the recruit-
ment of volunteers, coordination
of meetings and training, and pro-
viding access to professional de-
velopment opportunities. 

For more information, contact
Palliative Care Program Manager,
Jacqueline Clancy on 02 6150
7576 or:
jacqueline.clancy@health.nsw.gov.au 
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Volunteer coordinator needed
for palliative care program
Southern NSW Local Health District

Queanbeyan Volunteer Coordinator Ruth Kinlyside and Palliative Care Volunteer.
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Come–Together  Braidwood is
local community event marking a
pivotal point in the history of
Braidwood and surrounds. The
entire event is free and everyone
with an interest in our early his-
tory will be welcome.

Approximately 200 years ago
the first European explorers set
foot on country here, and Come-
Together  Braidwood invites the
community of the Braidwood re-
gion to share stories and learn
more about the history that began
to unfold from that time on. 

Local historian and author of
Braidwood Dear Braidwood (self
published 1989), the late Netta
Ellis, wrote that the explorers who
came to this area in late 1821 and
early 1822 were William Kearns,
Henry Marsh and William Packer,
with an aboriginal guide.

She also wrote that in Novem-
ber 1821 Charles Throsby (a more
famous explorer) and Hamilton
Hume crossed the Shoalhaven
River in search of a route to the
coast.

And that a few weeks later (Dec
1821) Hume and Alexander Berry
were close to the Braidwood area
after following the native track
from the upper reaches of the
Clyde River over the Currockbilly
Range.

No doubt these explorers were
impressed with what they saw,
and their ‘discovery’ dramatically
changed the lives of all people
connected to this part of the coun-
try, and as well as leading to
changes in the way our land is
cared for and managed.

As we know the European ex-
plorers didn’t discover anything
that was not already known, in-
habited and cared for by tribes of
the Yuin Nation, over an unfath-
omable period of time. The Aus-
tralian History Timeline at the
Braidwood Museum dates Indige-
nous occupation from 60,000
years ago, with references to re-
ported evidence.

Come–Together Braidwood in-
vites us to explore and learn more
about our local history from dif-
ferent perspectives: from that of
the Yuin People, custodians and
carers of this country for tens of
thousands of years, and from that
of the early colonisers and their
families, many of whom remain
as current custodians and carers of
the land here.

A quote from the very impres-
sive 2020-2021 exhibition at the
National Museum of Australia

Come–Together
Braidwood 2022
Marking 200 years, and recognising 60,000 years
Julia Green

The Braidwood Showground
355 Committee advises that as
from the 24th August 2022 the
Braidwood Showground will be
closed until further notice.  

This $1,140,228 project to up-
grade the electricity and install
lighting around arenas, cattle
yards, toilets and main camping
area has finally been able to com-
mence. 

Since the beginning of 2019
until now a lot has happened in
our community.  Drought, fire and

Braidwood Showground to
close for lighting upgrade

SHOWGROUND COMMITTEE

flood events have highlighted the
usefulness of the showground as a
large, versatile disaster evacuation
centre for community personnel,
their families and animals. 

Not to mention the community
activities of Polocrosse, Camp-
drafting, Show, Pony Club,
Mounted Games, Team Sorting,
primitive camping for tourist vis-
iting Braidwood or passing
through, concerts, retreats, wed-
dings, reunions and 21st birth-
days. 

Increasing activity and demand
for the facility has encouraged
Queanbeyan Palerang Regional
Council (QPRC) to work collabo-
ratively with the Showground 355
committee.  In 2021 the commit-
tee was successful with an appli-
cation to the Crown Reserves
Improvement Fund for $977,833
to upgrade electricity and lighting
requirements at the showground. 

This funding provided the cata-
lyst to complete a Braidwood and
Bungendore Community Bank
Challenge Grant for $222,131
which was successful and the
Braidwood 355 Showground User
Groups committed the remaining
$65,614.  

The 355 committee are excited
about this project.  It will provide
a safer environment for users at

night and encourage community
and private organisations to use
the venue for night events. 

The Showground 355 commit-
tee consists of Braidwood
Polocrosse, Braidwood Camp-
draft, Braidwood Rodeo and
Braidwood Show Society repre-
sentatives. 

The committee would like to
thank our partners, QPRC and
Braidwood Bungendore Commu-
nity Bank for their assistance in
making your Showground a ver-
satile facility our community can
be very proud of.  

It is anticipated the showground
will be closed until end of Decem-
ber 2022. 

There will be a ‘turning on the
lights’ event once the project is
completed.

(NMA), Endeavour Voyage: The
Untold Stories of Cook and the
First Australians, is pertinent:

“Coming together — in this an-
niversary year we reflect anew on
the history that began to unfold on
these shores 250 years ago. We in-
vite you to learn about this story
from all perspectives and think
about what it means to live in this
country today.

In looking honestly at our past,
we have the chance to come to-
gether, to learn and share stories
and views of our history, and to
imagine a shared future”

And another quote from the
NMA:

“We need to discuss these
things in a healing way, so that we
can have an understanding. It’s
not a racial thing or a black and
white thing … it’s an Australian
thing. All of us together.” (Milton
Savage, Kaurareg, quoted at Na-
tional Museum of Australia)

Come–Together  Braidwood is
an opportunity for our community
to come together, to learn and
share stories and views of our his-
tory. And to imagine a shared fu-
ture where “all people and the
land are respected and cared for”
(Dhurga Rock, Braidwood 2015).

Budawang Elder Noel Butler,
known to many of us in Braid-
wood for his generous sharing of
cultural knowledge and language
over many years, says of this
event:

“Shared history, shared connec-
tion, shared tomorrow” 

Look for program information
next edition of the Changing
Times.

Dancing at the Dhurga Rock.
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a committee needed to be estab-
lished, staff had to be employed
and these staff then had to be
trained. A Franchise Agreement
was signed off with Bendigo Bank
and then finally, on the 6th of Sep-
tember, 2002, the branch was of-
ficially opened by local gold
medal recipient for Equestrian,
Neale Lavis.  Wallace Street was
closed to traffic, students from
both schools attended the opening
along with the locals, it was the
start of an era.

The staff consisted of Craig Pet-
tit (Manager), Helen Farley, Scott
Hart, Jenny Bopping and Kellie
Coleman. The Directors were
Bruce Keeley as Chairman,
Denise McMurtrie, Maureen
Faviell, Owen Moorhouse, Noel
Wisbey, Christine Wright and
Mark Horan. Braidwood and Dis-
trict Financial Services Ltd were
ready to serve the community.

Five years later, Bungendore
Community Bank opened its
doors and our Franchise was re-
named to Palerang Financial Serv-
ices Ltd. Craig then took on the
role as Senior Manager.

Braidwood is steeped in history,
we’ve had the gold fields,
bushrangers, movies made in our
district, generational farming fam-
ilies, the list goes on.

There is another slice of history
about to be made on the 6th of
September, 2022. This date com-
memorates 20 years of the Com-
munity Bank, Braidwood. A bank
for the community, instigated by
the community and owned by the
community. 

Over 20 years ago, local Post-
master and Braidwood resident,
Bruce Keeley, realised that the
district was about to lose full
banking facilities. The closest
town with a bank would be over
80 km’s away.  Together with his
friend, Owen Moorhouse, they
had heard of Bendigo Bank and
how community banks could be
established, then the icing on the
cake being profits disbursed back
into the community.

Bruce and Owen made a trip to
Bendigo and a partnership was
formed. Countless hours was then
spent talking to the community to
raise funds in the form of shares,

$6,100,000 and what a journey!
Nick Fry, Community Engagement Manager, Community Bank B’wood, B’dore, Crookwell

The two branches continue to
grow to a point now where our
current holdings of loans and de-
posits exceed over $460m. In
2020, we took over the Crookwell
Agency and have been able to
maintain growth since this time.

Our Community Banking
model is simple, the more people
and businesses bank with us and
utilise our services, the more
profit is derived which leads to
more funds given back to our

communities in the form of spon-
sorships, grants and donations.
Just recently, this figure hit a stag-
gering $6m! I sometimes ponder
the thought of what our district
would be like if we did not have
the branches in Braidwood and
Bungendore? How would our
sporting teams, community
groups, schools keep progressing?
What would our towns look like?

Last Saturday, the 13th of Au-
gust, a celebration was held to
commemorate the 20th birthday
of the Braidwood Community
Bank. Current and former staff
and board members, shareholders
and invited guests attended the

Richard Elliott, Sandra Hand and Brenda Vardanega enjoyed the night.

Photo: Gordon Waters



It was in late 2000 that Owen
Moorhouse, on behalf of some
others asked me whether he could
attend a Chamber of Commerce
meeting to raise the issue of the
establishment of a Community
Bank.  

At that stage there was talk of
Westpac ceasing fulltime opera-
tions at its branch in Braidwood.  

Owen didn’t have a lot to say,
but sufficient for us to invite the
Chairman of the Boorowa bank,
Phil Haslem, to come to Braid-
wood and give a talk on Commu-
nity Banking,  How to get one
started, and the benefits of having
one in the community.  It was still
very much an unknown.

We took from Phil Haslem’s
visit that we needed to form a
steering committee.  So one night
Owen and I put together a list of
names of people we might ask.

The first steering committee
meeting was held in the Service-
men’s Club on the 12th Nov 2000.
At this meeting we set a date of
the 7th Dec to hold a public meet-
ing at the National Theatre.  We
invited Milton Taylor, the chair-
man from Henty along, and Geoff
Egan from Oak Flats to attend and
address the meeting.  Fiona
Reynolds from the ABC pro-
gramme AM came along to report
the evening’s events.  I remember
the evening well, the Steering
committee had dinner in the Royal
Mail Hotel before the meeting and
there was a huge storm just be-
forehand.  I was worried it might
have affected the attendance, but
it didn’t.  Around 300 people
turned up and at the end of the
night, after the speaking was fin-
ished, on the question, “do we
want a Community Bank in Braid-
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event at the Braidwood Service-
men’s Club. 

We heard stories from Bruce
Keeley, former directors Noel
Wisbey and Mary Mathias, State
Member for Monaro, Mrs Nichole
Overall and her husband, Tim, the
former Mayor of QPRC. Craig
Pettit then spoke along with
Bendigo Bank NSW/ACT State
Manager, Brendan Hendry and fi-
nally our Chair, Shane Holness.

Shane brought up a very impor-
tant point in his speech and that
was the word ‘stability’.  There is
stability with our staff and our
volunteer board members. There
have only been three Chairs in 20
years, Bruce, Noel Wisbey and
Shane. This is similar to Bendigo
bank and in the 20 years there
have only been three CEO’s, Rob
Hunt (who founded the Commu-
nity Bank model), Mike Hirst and
current CEO, Marnie Baker. Sta-

bility is vital in any organisation
and we have certainly achieved
this.

Of course, we can only
maintain our financial

assistance to our communities
with your support. It makes
sense to support a Bank that

supports the community. 
We would not be as successful

as we are without  some special
ingredients, our customers, share-
holders, the staff, the board of di-
rectors and the guidance from
Bendigo bank. It’s all about team-
work and what a team we have!

Many people make comment to
the staff and board that the Com-
munity Bank branches of Braid-
wood and Bungendore are the best
thing to happen to our towns, we
think it is the community that
makes our bank so special.

How it all began
Bruce Keeley

Emcee Nick Fry kept the show running smoothly.

Bruce Keeley founder and Inaugural Chair.
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wood”, the show of hands was al-
most unanimous. 

We had a pledge target of
around $330,000 set.  We started
at No 29 and when we opened 22
months later we did so as No 77.
We reached our pledge target and
then we formed our company and
the selling of shares started.  The
costs though, had escalated to
$410,000.  In January 2002 we
were close enough to go ahead.
We had made good progress.
When we opened in Sept 2002 we
had share holdings of $506,000,
across more than 300 sharehold-
ers.  I heard Noel Wisbey remark
to someone that a sum of money
like that had never before been
raised in Braidwood.

It was relentless and a hard slog,
but I knew we were always going
to make it.  The committee did
many things to garner community
support.  We had street meetings,
we attended the Braidwood Show,
Roger Hoskings did a thermome-
ter for us which hung in what was

then McMurtrie’s, Raine and
Horne window, now Nutriens
Real Estate.  Cheryl Raper the Ed-
itor of the then Tallaganda Times
allowed me to write newspaper ar-
ticles for publication almost on a
weekly basis, and I tallied them up
at the end and there were 41.  The
committee spent many hours at-
tending meetings, talking to peo-
ple, gathering in share holdings,
and gaining community support.  

Before Craig and the staff
started a few months before we
opened people were able to open
new accounts, which many did,
through the Oak Flats Branch.

In those times Bendigo Bank
published the top banks in the
community bank field on a
weekly basis.  The number of ac-
counts opened and how much the
“banking book” was, it was a
measure of the success of a
branch. A testament to the amount
of work done by the committee
and the staff was that when we
opened we were the best branch

for 10 of our first 11 weeks.  This
figure had never been achieved
before.

We opened as branch number
77, now there are 324 branches; a
month after we opened in 2002 we
had opened in excess of 400 ac-
counts, now there is in excess
6500 accounts. At the same time
the banking business was $5 mil-
lion, now its $260 million and $3
million has gone to community
support.  It is noted that we are
one of the biggest and most prof-
itable community banks in NSW.
The building

Cas Boerkamp was the owner
of the Bakery and he wanted to
help with the setting up of the
bank but he was not the type to be
on a board and he worked difficult
hours.

Jim Weymouth, Bendigo Banks
building man, came to inspect the
various premises, and after dis-
cussing them with him he said,
none was really suitable, we
needed to build one.  He went

back to Bendigo, but he left the
seed in my mind and the next time
I was down the street I stopped at
the National Theatre and looked
across to two vacant blocks of
land.  

I then went over to see Cas
Boerkamp who owned the adja-
cent land, and I said to him, this is
how you can help, you can allow
us to build our new bank on one
of your blocks.  He just said yes,
he had that in mind.  And so it
happened.  Cas and I shook hands
on that as a deal and decided we
would go and tell our respective
legal people to draw up a memo-
randum of understanding, to bring
it into effect.  All this was con-
ducted in the back of the bakery,
in amongst the pie shells, and the
cakes and loaves being baked.

So Gordon Stephens drew the
plans, based on Wehby’s building,
now the outdoor shop and Stephen
Orford built the place, the fitout
occurred, and the bank opened for
business on the 6th Sept 2002.

Other speakers added ...

Brendan Hendry
On behalf of Bendigo Bank I

want to pass on our thanks and
congratulations first and foremost
to the communities of Bungen-
dore and Braidwood for support-
ing the concept that we took to
communities 23 years ago, and for
making it such a shiny example of
what communities can do. So
thank you to the community, to
the board directors, past and pres-
ent.
Craig Pettit

I came in after a lot of hard
work was done as the result of the
enthusiasm of the community. The
building was underway, the funds
were there and we had the respon-

sibility of making it work.
As soon as we opened those

doors though, we were flat out
keeping up for the first couple of
years; the community really took
to this concept in Braidwood.

I’d like to thank all the people
who’ve worked at the bank over
the years. I’ve made life-long
friends.

Not only did we help build big
things, but we changed the mind-
set. People suddenly realised that,
hey, our town can have that. We
can do that, we can build that. And
I think the people on the board es-
pecially, really made that happen.

And then Mr. Community, Nick
Fry came along and I’ve never
seen anyone so passionate about
where he lives and the people in
the town. Whether it’s the soccer
kids or the elderly, he’s right
across them all. I think Nick has
made our community bank a little
bit unique compared to a lot of the
other ones out there.
Nichole Overall

I can tell you from a govern-
ment perspective, the example
created by the Braidwood
Bendigo Bank is absolutely unbe-
lievable. And it is an incredible
testament to every single one of
you, all of you who have gone be-
fore and laid the foundations for
this extraordinary community
achievement, and all of those who
continue to propel it forward.

Tim Overall
Going back to March 2016

when it was announced the coun-
cil merger was going to take
place, and that I would be ap-
pointed administrator, we all had
to go up to Sydney to go through
the process of what was required.
But my first ambition was to come
to Braidwood, because that’s what
I was led to believe was where the
resistance was going to come
from in terms of the merger. I was
told many times that Braidwood
has no relationship with Quean-
beyan, you’re more centric to-
wards Goulburn. So I asked the
then acting deputy general man-
ager if he could line up some key
people who I could meet with in
my first visit to Braidwood. And
that first meeting was with Craig
and Nick. That sent a real message
to me that the bank was an impor-
tant part of the community.
Noel Wisbey

Imagine if Bruce and his com-
mittee hadn’t had the foresight to
start working towards the Com-
munity Bank and the town had
lost full banking services? Which
we had at that stage. It is hard to
believe the local economy would
be as strong as it is today or the
community groups would have
the facilities that they have now.

I’m sure that the community

Brendan Hendry NSW/ACT State
Manager

Craig Pettit Senior Manager

Member for Monaro Nichole Overall
and former QPRC mayor Tim.
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will be forever grateful for that
original committee setting up.
When a business is getting started
using the funds of local support-
ers, it’s hard to appreciate the risk
being taken on behalf of those
people. Funds being spent on the
setup, to get to the balance for a
monthly budget, time and income
to recruit shareholder funds and
returning dividends to the share-
holders. And then also returning
funds back into the community
that supports the bank.

But luckily there was Craig and
the team at the bank. Right from
the start, they have been profes-
sional, efficient and friendly,
which has given the community
confidence in supporting the bank.
A big, thank you must go to those
many people over the years as
they are the backbone of the or-
ganisation.
Mary Mathais
The Braidwood Times provided

amazing support for the sponsor-
ship side. Editor Alex Rea would
go the opening an envelope if the
bank was involved. She would be
there to take photos, to put stuff in
the paper. We were able to write
editorial ourselves. 

Noel was very good at being
trotted out with the check. He al-
ways came along. And I can re-
member one week Noel was in the
paper in three different photos —

and your son said to you, “It’s like
Where’s Wally.” But they were re-
ally good days.
Shane Holness

Our Community Bank is held in
high esteem within Bendigo for
the way we operate. I think that’s
because of the founding ethos that
was injected into the business at
the start. And I think that ethos has
travelled through, certainly under
my privileged time as the chair,
over the whole journey.

We are very proud because as a
business we have two perspec-
tives. We’ve got to be a commer-
cially successful business, that’s
very important. Because without
being a commercially successful
business we cannot be a success-
ful philanthropic deliverer. We
can’t deliver to the 160 commu-
nity groups that exist in our re-
gion.

So, ladies and gentlemen this
cheque [held aloft by two staffers]
reveals how much we’ve deliv-
ered into the community since we
started.

$6.1 million. Without the vision
of those founding fathers and
mothers, that money would not
have gone into our community. I
doubt we would’ve got it ever. So,
that is the key benefit of this busi-
ness enterprise in terms of com-
munity outcomes and that is a
great achievement.

But the big benefit is what
we’ve delivered into the economy
of our local region. I’m talking
Braidwood and Bungendore but it
started here. The biggest benefit
that we’ve delivered through
salaries, through dividends,
through franking credits, is $23
million. So I’m going to ask you
all to spread the word, be evangel-
ists. 

“Come to us for your financial
services, because guess what,
every time you come and talk to
us, we will help somebody else
who’s in need.” 

Noel Wisbey and Mary Mathias, former Board Members.

Shane Holness current Chair



There are positive signs from both
the state and federal government
to indicate that intergovernmental
action is taking place to address
what has become a health crisis in
rural areas.

One of the issues compounding
the shortage is that, while health
is generally the responsibility of
the state government, GPs are the
responsibility of the federal gov-
ernment, however, in our district,
state and federal authorities are
committed to working together to
ensure better medical services.

Kristy McBain, Member for
Eden-Monaro and Minister for
Regional Development, Local
Government and Territories, said
that the Albanese government is
committed to investing in general
practice and strengthening
Medicare with almost $1 billion
of investment.

“After their tireless efforts
throughout the pandemic we’re
working to give our doctors the
resources to invest in their GP
practices with our $220 million
Strengthening Medicare GP
Grants program.

“We are also investing $146
million to attract and retain more
health workers to rural and re-
gional Australia through improv-
ing training and incentive
programs and supporting develop-
ment of innovative models of
multidisciplinary care.”

A spokesperson for Southern
NSW Local Health District
(SNSWLHD) also emphasised the
role of intergovernmental work,
saying that the NSW Government
has made representations to the
Commonwealth proposing talks
and immediate action to address
the shortage of rural GPs.

“The NSW Government is in-
vesting $4.5 billion to recruit
10,148 full time equivalent
(FTE) staff to hospitals and health
services over the next four years
as part of the 2022-23 Budget,
with 3,800 of those positions in
rural and regional areas. We are
also incentivising hard-to-fill, crit-
ical roles in hospitals and health
facilities with an $883 million in-
vestment as part of the 2022-23
NSW Budget, targeted at recruit-
ing and retaining staff in regional,
rural and remote areas.”

The shortage of rural GPs and
the looming health crisis has not
occurred overnight, and neither
will the solution. However,
SNSWLHD has been steadily ad-
dressing it for 10 years with some
huge improvements made in serv-
ice provision. 

Between mid-2012 and mid-
2022 the SNSWLHD increased its
workforce by an additional 589
full time equivalent staff - an in-
crease of 33.3% including 59
more doctors, 246 more nurses
and midwives, and 71 more allied
health staff.

The GP/Visiting Medical Offi-
cers (VMO) model has been used
for decades to best support the
volume and type of activity seen
in SNSWLHD’s smaller health fa-
cilities, such as Multipurpose
Services (MPS).

The  SNSWLHD spokesperson
said that the organisation is com-
mitted to working with the Aus-
tralian Government to explore
opportunities for greater collabo-
ration and innovation, to support
integrated health services and a
sufficient and stable clinical work-
force for rural and regional com-
munities.

Kristy McBain said that the fed-
eral government’s election com-
mitment includes a number of
elements, including additional
rural training places for junior
doctors, and expanded single em-
ployer models with access to
Medicare. Of the $146m, $87.5m
is earmarked to increase work-
force incentives and payments for
GPs and primary care practices,

and to provide further targeted
support for rural generalists with
advanced skills.

“I want to make sure there are
clear pathways for regional kids to
access higher education and have
careers in the regions,” said Ms
McBain. “I am a strong believer in

growing your own and want to see
changes to make it easier for re-
gional kids to study medicine and
practice in the regions. 

“I’ve met with GPs from right
across Eden-Monaro to hear their
views and ideas for tackling the
GP shortages affecting our region.
I’ll be working closely with Assis-
tance Minister for Rural and Re-
gional Health Emma McBride to
make sure that regional communi-
ties like those in Eden-Monaro
continue to access reliable and af-
fordable health care.”

In concert with the federal gov-
ernment, SNSWLHD has devel-
oped a Medical Workforce
Strategy to support recruitment
and retention of doctors and re-
duce reliance on medical locums
and VMOs. The Strategy will
guide a range of activities includ-
ing recruitment marketing and in-
centives, education and training
opportunities and strengthened
partnerships with universities,
neighbouring LHDs and ACT
Health.

SNSWLHD will soon launch a
Come to Southern recruitment
campaign to attract new doctors
and nurses to South East NSW.
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Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

The rural doctor drought
Part 2 of Braidwood’s Changing Times special report by Robin Tennant-Wood
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
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No, this is not turning into a his-
tory column. I’m looking at dates.

Specifically I’m looking at
22nd August, 1485, the Battle of
Bosworth Field. 

I’m considering  men/people
and their myths in general because
a couple of issues ago I wrote
about royalty, namely, British, our
current Royal family, because of
the Crawfie/Governess scandal. I
haven’t space to recap so, sorry if
you didn’t read it. I have since
read The Little Princesses, Marion
Crawford, 1951. It’s a much better
book, fresh and  charming, per-
haps a little breathless, but of its
time.  Marion Crawford was pun-
ished for writing this much-to-be-
preferred exposé, but she was
asked, perhaps ordered, not to do
it. It’s a question of privacy versus
our ‘right’ to know. 

If you are writing about people
who are still alive, or may have
family who are, how much leeway
can you take with what facts are
known? It seems to have been
Mark Twain who first pronounced
on not  letting the facts get in the
way of a good story. But it worries
me, and I’ve been wondering who
else suffered. I use the term
‘myth’ to mean a tall story rather
than a story with an eternal mean-
ing. 

I’m a Ricardian, so I start with
Richard III. He perished this
month, the last English king to die
fighting for his crown, and in the
forefront of the battle. He did his
own dirty work. 

Since this is a book column, we
will look to the books. 

First, of course, must be Shake-
speare.

His Richard III was written c.
1592–1594. Richard Plantagenet
is an evil, hunchbacked and ut-
terly unscrupulous usurper, but
then the Bard is writing for the Tu-
dors who won that particular war.
He  based the play on Thomas
More’s History, but that too is
Tudor propaganda, written forty
years after the event. The main
crime attributed to Richard is the
murder of his nephews, so he

could seize the throne for himself.
Edward had been proclaimed
king, as Edward V, in 1483.
Doubts about the legitimacy of
their father’s marriage — Edward
IV— disinherited both boys. Par-
liament had already established
their uncle as Richard III. 

The story is that Richard sent
one Sir James Tyrrell plus two
henchmen to smother the boys in
their beds and bury their bodies
nearby. Some academics believe
Thomas More had interviewed the
sons of these assassins. The
chronology is shaky. 

The definitive interpretation of
the role is Sir Laurence Olivier’s
in the 1955 film. It’s still mes-
merising. It’s still how people
judge the historical figure. Olivier
had qualms about that in later life
and named his second son
‘Richard’ as atonement! 

My first exposure to this man
and his myth was the detective
story The Daughter of Time, by
Josephine Tey, published in 1951.
Tey has her Inspector Grant  in
hospital and whiling away his
time by scanning historical por-
traits. He, like Tey,  believes in
physiognomy, or judging some-
one by their looks. He doesn’t
think the Richard of the portrait he
has — the worried man who is
fidgeting with the rings on his fin-
gers— could possibly have com-
mitted those villainous acts.

Looking at other evidence, he
decides the boys were alive
through Richard’s reign and were
murdered by the victorious Henry
Tudor, Henry VII. 

The next book to come my way
was The Sunne in Splendour by
Sharon Kay Penman (1982). She
fleshes out the tale by portraying
the characters as highly sympa-
thetic. Penman concludes that the
over-ambitious Duke of Bucking-
ham murdered the boys.

Then came Alison Weir’s The
Princes in the Tower (1992). Weir
writes popular but well-re-
searched books and believes his-
tory should be accessible to all. I
did learn from her that the Tower
of London was not a prison in
those days. It was one of the
Royal palaces and traditionally
where the new king stayed in the
days before his coronation.  Weir
details the workmen digging up
the staircase Thomas More indi-
cated and finding a casket of
bones. But the most recent foren-
sic inspection dates from the
1930s. It isn’t possible to say
whether the skeletons are boys,
whether they are brothers or even
their date, give or take a couple of
centuries. 

HM the Queen won’t allow
them to be inspected again. Ricar-
dians think/hope Prince Charles
might. 

I count myself fortunate to be
around for the discovery of
Richard’s bones under a car park
in Leicester. How incredible that
science could provide a DNA
match to his eldest sister Anne of
York. So now we know Richard
was fair-haired and blue-eyed —
villains are always dark — did not
limp or sport a withered arm, and
suffered from scoliosis, twisting
his spine slightly to make his right
shoulder slightly higher. As to
being born with a full set of teeth
— well, that’s just part of the
myth. 

What’s my own belief? I like
the story that the boys were smug-
gled out of England to their aunt,
Margaret, Duchess of Burgundy,
to grow up under assumed identi-
ties. There’s a tradition in a family
in a coastal port that the boys
stopped over with them ‘under the
orders of the uncle.’ 

That same DNA sample could
be used on those bones from the
Tower.  ”The Daughter of Time”
is … Truth.

BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

The Man and the Myth

Rusten House Art Centre – September Exhibition

Celebrating 30 Years of Wildcare
Wildcare Queanbeyan is celebrating 30 years of operating in our
region. Established by volunteers, Wildcare has maintained its
core philosophy of rescue, raise, rehabilitate, release and has
saved thousands of native animals. The group has cared for
macropods, birds, reptiles, wombats and all manner of small
mammals. This exhibition is about celebrating native wildlife
through Wildcare’s eyes and features works in a range of media
by Wildcare members and friends.

Image: Red-backed Kingfisher by Gary Cheung

Exhibition runs: 2 – 24 September 2022 
Rusten House Art Centre is open 10am-4pm Wed - Sat

RICHARD III
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This is the third time Lions have
run this exciting  Festival  and
Braidwood Lions Club members
warmly thank all involved in
making it such a great community
event — school children, parents,
teachers, our Patron, Judges and
the amazing Braidwood business
community.

Category Judges (Robyn Good-
win, Cate Whittle, Harry Laing,
Andrew Daddo, Julian Davies and
Roger McDonald) have all com-
mented on the high quality and
standard of entries this year . 

Our Patron, Jackie French,
judges in other National and State
writing competitions for children
and she maintains that our little

local event is right up there with
the best.

Judges are now finalising  their
work and we have started prepa-
rations for the Book  that Lions
will launch at the Awards cere-
mony – Friday 18 November, Na-
tional Theatre.

Out tech-savvy lions club mem-
bers (well, one or two of them) are
aiming to produce an E-book this
year which will be a beaut add-on.

Not withstanding the challeng-
ing economic times the Sponsor-
ship support for the festival from
the Braidwood business commu-
nity has been fantastic.

Ninety local business houses
have provided varying degrees of
support and we thank them all.

Underwriting sponsor
Community Bank

Braidwood

Platium Sponsor
Dargues Gold Mine
Nova Systems
QPRC (Cultural Grants)

Gold Sponsor
Baringa Rural

Enterprises
Braidwood APEX
Braidwood Butchery
Braidwood Rural &

Building Supplies
IGA
JG Earthworx
Nutrien
Royal Mail Hotel
RMB Lawyers
Shoemark Group

Silver Sponsor
Belle Property

Braidwood
Braidwood Apothecary
Braidwood Bakery 
Braidwood Bugle
Braidwood’s Changing

Times
Braidwood Community

Radio
Braidwood Dental

Practice
Braidwood Food

Company
Braidwood Post Office
Braidwood Outdoors
Braidwood Vet
Braidwood

Servicemens Club
Cafe 134 hole in the

wall
Casanovas

Chamberlains Lawyers
GB Joinery
Herries Davidson & Co
Highgate IT
Hockey’s Braidwood
Len Mutton
Mona Farm
R&D Bigg Entreprises
McGlone Homes
Olyred Builder
Paul Henry Building
Small & Gray Lawyers
Steve’s Cranes 
Studio Altenburg
Tesseract 3DP Pty Ltd
The Braidwood

Bookbinder
Troopers Rest
Vanilla Catering
Vardanega Building Pty

Ltd

Bronze Sponsor
B&D Container Storage
Backhouse Transport
Bigg Enterprises
Birth Map
BPO Pty Ltd
Braidwood & District

Storage
Braidwood Antiques
Braidwood Buses
Braidwood Hotel
Braidwood Original

Lamp Shop
Colonial Motel
Crossfire Australia
Currockbilly Mountain

Nursery
Dojo Bread
Fyre Gallery
J&M O’Connell
Tombarra
Nomchong Electrics
R Stone & LF Wilkes
Ray White Braidwood

Riley Rural Pty Lyd
Round the Bend Art &

Framing Studio
Smokey Horse
Tombarra
Thompson Bespoke

Jewellers
V&M
Wallace St Surgery
Westside Petroleum

Braidwood (Shell)
William Verdon

Jewellers
Westside Petroleum

Braidwood (Shell)
William Verdon

Jewellers

Contributor Sponsor
Bees R Us
Bevege Mechanical

Repairs
Braidwood Auto

Electrics
Braidwood Beauty

Studio
Braidwood Newsagency
Bunyip Jungle
Car Models of

Braidwood
CC Kindrachuk

Vegetables
Concept Coffee & Cake
Garlicious Grown Pty

Ltd
Gravitas Vintage
Guy Laurie Transport
Nerson’s Braidwood
Patrick Byrnes

Earthmoving
Salon Design House
Tallaganda Service

Station
The Serrated Tussock

Café
The Vintage Drawer

Braidwood Lions Young
Writers Festival 2022
Update from Laurie Ffrench
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COVID stats for 2622
In the week ending Friday 19 August there were 14 new cases of
COVID recorded in the 2622 postcode region with the five-day av-
erage at 2.4 cases. There have been a total of 1,143 reported cases of
COVID this year in the 2622 region.

Bear in mind that these are only those cases where a positive PCR
test has been recorded or where a positive RAT has been reported to
local health authorities, so the actual case numbers will be a lot higher
than recorded.

While the current wave has peaked and is on the decline health au-
thorities warn there still a need for vigilance. There have been 4
COVID deaths recorded in NSW in the past 24 hours.

Health authorities continue to recommend masks for all indoor or
crowded situations and attention to hand hygiene.

Supporting your community
for nearly 20 years
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299



Your correspondent is back after
a ten day holiday in the lovely
warmth of Northern New South
Wales. 

It was a lovely time away,
though we here in Braidwood
have nothing to complain about
with the state of our roads com-
pared to those that are still closed
at Tyalgum and Murwillumbah
and beyond. 

The impact of the La Nina
weather pattern can be seen in
every part of Lismore, Mur-
willumbah, Ballina, and the whole
north coast and inland. We are
also incredibly spoiled here for
good food and coffee, which is
something your correspondent
missed while away.

Now, without further ado,
here’s what’s on in town this fort-
night!
AT THE CLUB

Line Dancing is on 7pm to 9pm
on Friday nights.

—  * — * — * —
Folk Dancing is on from

9:30am on Monday mornings, and
is free to attend.

—  * — * — * —

The Bridge Club meet weekly
on Tuesday afternoons from 1pm
to 4pm and is free to attend. Con-
tact Mrs Olive Royds on 4842
1732. New members without any
experience playing Bridge are
welcome to attend, and there is no
cost for playing.

—  * — * — * —
Wednesdays also see the Ladies

Exercise Group meet from 10am
to 11am, and is an informal way
to get fit and have fun. Free to at-
tend.

—  * — * — * —
Social bowls is on every

Wednesday at 12:45pm for a 1pm
start. 

—  * — * — * —
Tai Chi is on Tuesdays from 10-

11 am. Irene Woodford will guide
you through it, and you can pay a
donation to attend.

—  * — * — * —
Movement for Wellbeing for

men and women is on every Sun-
day morning, from 11am to 12pm,
and is designed for people with
mobility issues and involves gen-
tle exercises starting in a chair and
progressing to standing exercises.
Warmup, stretching, movement,
and cooling down with great
music.

—  * — * — * —
Tango Dancing is on every

Tuesday from 5:45pm and is for
beginners, Wednesday evening
practical sessions from 5:30pm to
7:00pm, and Saturday morning
classes from 10:30am to 12pm,
with Chris Watkins and Erika
Mordek. $10 for classes, and
please contact Erika on 0432 687
255 for further information. 

—  * — * — * —
Also on Tuesdays is a Squash

Competition during the evenings,
and bingo on every fortnight with
alternating times of 1pm and
6:30pm.

OTHER SOCIAL
EVENTS

Snuggle n Sing is on Thursdays
from 9:30 - 10:30 am at BRAG.
This is a fun and relaxed time to
bond with your baby, to sing
songs and learn rhymes that can
soothe your child. For further in-
formation, please contact Alison
Coster on 0411 205 638 or email
her at alisoncoster@bigpond.com

—  * — * — * —
The St Vincent dePaul society

meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to 1pm.

—  * — * — * —
Crafty or Not Crafty group meet

every Thursday morning at the
Anglican Parish Centre behind the
Anglican Church on Elrington St
from 11am to 12pm. All are wel-
come.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Quilters and Tex-

tiles are meeting every Wednes-
day down at the Scout Hall from
10am onwards.

—  * — * — * —
Parkrun is on at the Braidwood

Showground every Saturday from
7:45 am for an 8 am start.

—  * — * — * —
Life Drawing at BRAG, on this

Saturday, and the last Saturday of
every month, set up from 4pm.
Bar open and snacks provided.
Everyone welcome, with dis-
counted rates for BRAG members
and students.

—  * — * — * —
The APEX Club are offering a

Defensive Driving Course on Sat-
urday 27th August and runs be-
tween 8am and 4pm. 

—  * — * — * —
The Farmer’s Market is on Sat-

urday 3rd September from 8:30
am to 12:30 pm.

—  * — * — * —
The Best of Braidwood Hand-

made Market is on again on the
10th September from 9:30 am to
3:30 pm. Stalls still available, con-
tact Laura by email at laura.e.hur-
ley@gmail.com to book a stall.
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News trivia
How well have you
been paying attention?
n Who is the Governor-
General of Australia?
n Singer, Margaret Urlich,
died this week. What was
her first hit album?
n Why has the news focus
been on former PM Morrison
for the past week?
n Another major Australian
rock star was this week
diagnosed with cancer.
Who?
n PM Albanese this week
attended a concert in
Sydney. Who was playing?
n Tennis player Nick
Kyrgios is set to face court
later this month. Why?
n Scientists have used DNA
research to narrow
Australia’s rabbit population
down to the importation of
how many original rabbits?
n The PM of which nation
found herself under fire from
the media for being
photographed dancing at a
party? (Bonus point: her
name?)
n The final round of the AFL
season resulted in police
being called to break up a
brawl between supporters
of which two clubs?
n The prequel to the
popular Game of Thrones
series started this week.
What is it called?

Answers:
1. General David Hurley;  2.
Safety  in Numbers; 3. He
had himself secretly sworn
in as minister for five differ-
ent portfolios; 4. John Farn-
ham; 5. Gang of Youths; 6.
It’s alleged he assaulted his
girlfriend; 7. 24; 8. Finland
(Bonus: Sanna Marin); 9.
Collingwood and Carlton;
10. House of the Dragon

???
WHAT’S HAPPENING

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

LOOK
HERE

Web addresses (URLs) are
difficult to use in a printed on
paper news bulletin and
 obviously cannot be clickable
‘hot’ links.
So to make those pesky
 unintelligible:
http://www.howthe!$#canI-
typethis/needcoffee/eyes/sore
isthe/hyphen-in-the-address...
Scan the QR code at left and
it will take you to a web page
with all the URLs in this issue
of the Changing Times.



Anglican Parish of Braidwood

Cultivate a taste for God’s
Word.  

The fact that we now enjoy the
vegetables we hated as children
indicated that, as we mature, we
can cultivate a taste for healthy,
life-giving food. And since the
Bible is soul food, you can culti-
vate a taste for that too.

Scripture nurtures followers of
Jesus as food nurtures the body.
We don’t simply learn or study it;
we assimilate it in ways that ener-
gise us into act of love. Consumer
research indicated that the average
Bible owner has nine Bibles and
is looking for more! 

The unexpressed secret is that
many people find the Bible bor-
ing. This is quite a recent problem
– and a serious one.

—  * — * — * —
Ancient Greek, the language of

the New Testament, has no word
for boredom. The word didn’t ac-
quire its current meaning in Eng-
lish until the last few centuries.
When we consider the ancient
world – no television, internet,
movies, and virtually no books –
we’re inclined to think how bor-
ing it must have been. But the an-
cients weren’t bored, because
capacity to focus our attention and
delight our minds in prolonged
thought has been diminished by
dependency on external stimuli.
We have too many tempting alter-
natives.

That’s why becoming a faithful
Bible reader begins as a disci-
pline, continues as a duty, and fi-
nally becomes a delight. 

—  * — * — * —
‘How sweet are your words ….

Sweeter than honey to my
mouth!’ Psalm119:103 

And that can be your experience
too, when it comes to reading
God’s word. You just need to get
serious about it.

An extract from ‘The Word for
Today’  Christian Vision publication

—  * — * — * —
You are very welcome to join us

in a service of Prayer and Praise
next Sunday

28th August: 10am: St An-
drew’s Anglican Church, Elring-
ton St, Braidwood followed by a
cuppa and a chat.

And yes… you will hear read-
ings from the Bible!

Braidwood Uniting Church
Eyes to see

In this weeks text Jesus is in the
synagogue…teaching. That may
not sound remarkable but he was-
n’t in charge of the synagogue.
Perhaps he was pushing is luck a
little to be teaching in that context.
We presume he is about 30 years
old. When I was 30, I seem to re-
member that I was the fount of all
wisdom. But I was a kid, doing
my best to impress as many peo-
ple as possible that I was cool, or
at least above average. In Jesus
shoes I’d have been keen to im-
press. I’d have researched what
should be said on this occasion
and done my best to come up with
something that would have im-
pressed even the old timers. 

—  * — * — * —
Yet Jesus saw a woman in

agony and he stopped proceedings
in order to acknowledge her pain
and her presence. This was un-
heard of behaviour. What about
the need for order in religious
gatherings? What about the incon-
venience to people who had come
to experience a relatively pre-
dictable service? There were pro-
tocols and correct orders and none
of those provided for the teacher
to stop teaching in order to recog-
nise the presence of a poor woman
in agony.

—  * — * — * —
How many times have I tried to

put on a good show? How many
times even if I noticed someone in
agony, have I seen it as a problem
to be handled out of public view
and quietly as possible? 

—  * — * — * —
The remarkable thing about the

text this week is that Jesus saw the
woman, and she saw him. Such
healing was unleashed that the
woman left that place alive, full of
joy and made new. You’d have
thought everyone present would
have been jolted to life by this re-
markable event but alas, someone
was more worried about protocol.
They saw the woman too but they
didn’t see the person; they only
saw a problem.

Rev Graham Long AM

St Bede’s Parish

REFLECTION on the Gospel
of Luke 14:1,7-14 by Richard
Leonard

One of the most basic human
responses to anything new is to
ask, ‘What’s in it for me?’ We
would like to think our motives
are pure and our interests are for
others, but there is often a nagging
voice reminding us that selfish de-
sires are never far from the sur-
face. That said, we all know
heroic individuals who care for
sick spouses or children, who go
to faraway places to give those in
need their time and talent or who
stay at home and do the same in
their local neighbourhood. That’s
what makes them heroic. There is
nothing in it for them; they are
drawn by bonds of love, faith or
by a desire to create a better
world.

—  * — * — * —
There are at least two ways we

can hear Jesus’ words in today’s
gospel. The first is as a strong
challenge about social justice.

—  * — * — * —
National boundaries mean noth-

ing to God. All people are equal in
God’s sight, so the banquet Jesus
refers to has implications for how
we share the riches with which we
have been blessed with others in
the world. The poor, crippled,
lame and blind of our world are
the majority of God’s children
who mainly live in the Third
World. They are our brothers and
sisters. At the banquet of life
Christians are called to give prior-
ity to the needs of these people,
not only because they have a just
claim on our resources, but also
because they can’t do anything for
us in return. They purify our mo-
tives. When we link our concern,
time, talent, career, and money
with these children of God, we
tame that nagging question,
‘What’s in it for me?’ with a firm
reply, ‘Very little – except God’s
justice.’

—  * — * — * —
A somewhat comforting angle

to take on this gospel is more psy-
chological. Many of us, when we
come to God at any time, try to
dress ourselves up to look better
than we are! This gospel reminds
us that at Christ’s banquet, how-
ever, it’s not the poised and per-

fect who are most welcome, but
the vulnerable. What does this
mean for us who pray and cele-
brate the Eucharist? That God em-
braces those parts of us that are in
greatest need of his love and heal-
ing – where we are poor, crippled,
blind and lame.

—  * — * — * —
We know this it is true because

if Jesus is telling us to host the
poor and broken at our tables, then
as the perfect host he must do ex-
actly the same with us at this Eu-
charistic meal as well.

When I was a child we referred
to our finest clothes as our ‘Sun-
day best’ and we wore them
proudly to Mass. Not only did we
look good, we acted the part as
well. Everyone was on best be-
haviour for the entire parish to
see. Now, I have nothing against
dressing with care and behaving
well at Mass; it can be a sign of
our self-respect, our courtesy to-
ward others and our devotion to
God. But God cares more about
what’s going on inside us. We can
never hide from God, especially at
the Eucharist because we have
been invited to be here, not as we
would like to be, but as we are.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS her around town. Many prizes are
on offer. See poster for details.
Tickets $5 each or 5 for $20.

—  * — * — * —
Weekend Mass time: Saturday

at 6.00pm (Vigil)
Weekday Mass: Tuesdays at

10am.

Markets in Ryrie Park: 9am -
2pm Saturday 27 August

Produce; Crafts; Plants; An-
tiques & Collectibles; Trash &
Treasure; Monthly Wood Raffle;
Donations of cooking etc grate-
fully accepted at the Parish table. 

Enquiries to Jenni Miller on
0436 339293

—  * — * — * —
“Help Ukranians Raffle”, spon-

sored by the Goldsmith Street Sur-
gery in Goulburn. Tickets
available from Wendy Hart either
at Mass times or wherever you see

Michael Crosby ringing the bell at St
Patrick’s Catholic church, Araluen
last Sunday. Thirty people attended
the Mass and many stayed to have
lunch at the pub afterwards.



The Braidwood Lodge of Truth
recently made a disbursement of
its charity funds to support com-
munity organisations in Braid-
wood. 

The Golf Club was a very for-
tunate recipient of this generous
support, and on behalf of the
Lodge, Rodney Royds presented a
cheque for $2000 to the Golf Club
President, Keith Ferguson, last
Saturday. The Golf Club Commit-
tee agreed that the kind donation
will be used to purchase two ball-
washers and provide sponsorship
for the Braidwood Men’s Open
Day in November.

Congratulations to the Braid-
wood ladies who competed in the
RMC Open at Duntroon last week
and almost made a clean sweep of
Division 3. Donna Kuhn won Di-
vision 3 as well as getting the
overall best stableford score and
won the Over 55s Veterans; Sarah
Heine was runner-up in Division
3, with Robin Tennant Wood com-
ing 4th and Carmen Byrne 5th.

Goulburn golf professional,
Luke Humphries, has offered to
conduct a coaching clinic in
Braidwood once a month on Sun-
days (9am – 3pm) for anyone
keen to improve their game. Luke
particularly wants to help young
children in the 8 – 12 yr age group
as well as adult beginner golfers.

Results: Saturday August 20
Men’s 2BBB Stableford: Greg

& Les Hart Trophy. Many thanks
Greg & Les for your welcome
sponsorship again.

Winners: Michael Toirkens &
Chris Witt 41pts

Runners Up: Michael Fitzgerald
& Don Burke 39 pts c/b

NTP Men 8/17: Michael
Toirkens

Jackpot ($40) 12th: Not Won
Handicap Changes: Michael

Toirkens down 1 to 6, Michael
Fitzgerald out 1 to 29,

Rod Royds out 1 to 21, Scott
Gwinn out 1 to 27

Women’s Single Stableford:
Nersons Trophy - Thankyou Ner-
sons for your kind

sponsorship
Winner: Margy Gardner 32 pts

c/b
Runner Up: Robin Tennant

Wood 32 pts
NTP 2nd to 6th: Sarah Heine
Handicap Changes: Deb Fergu-

son out 1 to 22, Fran McGrath out
1 to 30, Barb Stuart out 1 to 36.
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Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

STOP PRESS

Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,
43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant-Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram
Contributions desperately welcome.

STAR TIMES

GOLF NEWS

ANOTHER
RUMOUR
ABOUT

LASCELLES
UPGRADE

Chooksarenotcrooks
Agriculture Minister Murray
Watt is allowing Australian egg
producers to continue keeping
hens in cages. “But only until
2036,” he reassured everyone.
UK Trade Committee Chair
Angus MacNeil called it, “a
 laissez-faire attitude to animal
wellbeing,” and he reasoned,
“Australia knows they are doing
wrong, because what will be so
different in 2037?’’ Which came
first the cluck or the buck?

Alwaystherichgetricher
The Reserve Bank is wondering
what to do with our rate of inter-
est. The rest of us are worrying
about our rising lack of interest.

Heyyou!yesyouthere!
‘Bus shelters with technology to
keep commuters cool in summer
and selfcleaning toilets running
on 100% renewable energy are
all part of the change, which
media sources previously said
will cost more than $100 mil-
lion.’ That’s how the story in the
paper starts and then to the
punchline. “We have built the
capability of this network
around where we believe tech-
nology is going,’’ said Jemma En-
right, QMS’ general manager for
City of Sydney. ‘‘QMS uses data
to find out who is passing by a
billboard and when. It considers
GPS, audience profiling, credit
card and weather data, and uses
this data to sell slots on its pan-
els to brands.” So it won’t be
long before we’re pestered all the
way to the shops and back to
buy the gizmo that it knows
we’ve been thinking about.

Thebigsevenshitsters
Ampol’s preferred measure of
profitability – replacement cost
of operating profit earnings be-
fore interest and tax (RCOP
EBIT) – surged more than 100
per cent to $734.1 million, which
was a record for the company.
Ampol, which warned in 2020
that it could close the Lytton re-
finery, received $40 million from
the federal government last year.
Ampol’s boss said yesterday that
the payment was a temporary
source of support when the refin-
ery had made a $145 million
loss. Give a bit back guv’nor ...?
Not bloody likely!

Wannabeatopwriter?
Knocking out a best-seller has
never been easier. Send four
easy payments of $34.95 and
you will receive PotBoilerProTM.
Simply enter the titles of the last
few books you enjoyed and sit
back. PotBoilerProTM will create
a 100% original work with your
name on the title page. Send it to
e-Books and wait for those roy-
alties. As they say in the classics,
“Booker-em Danno!”

Please email the Golf Club at
braidwoodgolfclub@gmail.com if
you have children or grandchil-
dren who would like to learn how
to swing a golf club, or if you and
your friends are keen to learn.
Regular golfers are also welcome
to take up Luke’s offer. The les-
sons are very reasonably priced at: 

30 min individual lesson $60; 
60 min individual lesson $100; 
30 min individual junior lesson

$35; .
60 min individual junior lesson

$60
—  * — * — * —

The Braidwood Women’s Open
Day is on Sunday September 11
and donations of raffle items
would be gratefully received from
all members. Also on the day, do-
nations of slices, can be left in the
cool room on Saturday or deliv-
ered on Sunday 11. Thank you in
anticipation!

Donna Kuhn won 3rd Division at the RMC Open last week

Generous donation
from Lodge of  Truth


