
Last Thursday saw Wallace Street
temporarily turned back 90 years
when the 27th Model A Ford Na-
tional Meet rolled into town.

Two of the proud owners of
these vehicles, Rob and Sheryl,
spoke with the Changing Times
about the Meet and their passion
for vintage motoring.

The 2022 National Meet has
been based in and around Goul-

burn this year and, said Rob, “this
is our mandatory run to Braid-
wood. So all the cars have come
down via Bungendore, where the
local council put on a morning tea
with the Country Women’s Asso-
ciation, and now we’re here for
lunch.”

A total of 140 Model A Fords
were parked up and down Wallace
Street. Rob explained that this

model came after the T Model
Ford. 

“They were made from 1928 to
1931, four years. They were
called, ‘The New Ford’, and they
come in about seven different
styles: from your normal tour, to
your four-door sedan, two-door
sedan, coupe, roadster, utility, and
they’re all here, and they’re from
all over Australia. And many of
the people drove them from wher-
ever they were, Western Australia,
Tasmania, Queensland, Darwin.”

“And it wasn’t just the cars on
show,” Sheryl explained. “Every-
body likes to dress up in period
costume. 

“There’s a big gala night on Fri-
day night back in Goulburn”,
 Sheryl added, “so they’ll all be
wearing their flapper dresses, their
long black gloves and their flapper
beads. 

“Today, it’s all about the day
dresses, and fitting in with the cars
from 1928 to 1932, and we’ve had
a lot of local support from the
councils. I think this whole event
wouldn’t have been possible with-
out Bungendore, Goulburn, and

Braidwood.
“We’ve even got the local po-

lice dressed as bushrangers, which
are not really era, but they’re there
anyway. And they’re fining people
for various misdemeanours. And
then we’ve also got musicians  —
I think Wombat Bill is going to be
entertaining.”

The Model A Ford rallies are
every two years, rotating around
the states. As the last rally, due to
be held in Victoria, had to be can-
celled, Sheryl said there’s been a
lot of excitement about this one. 

“The area around here has
proved to be just so beautiful and
picturesque, which is really suited
to these cars, because they are
touring cars.”
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Fords blast in from the past
Robin Tennant-Wood and Paul Cockram

Wombat Bill played Greatest Hits of
the 1930s as the Fords rolled in.

Organisers, Sheryl and Rob Taylor.



The death of Queen Elizabeth II
and accession of King Charles III
has given rise to renewed calls for
Australia to sever governmental
and colonial ties with the UK and
become a republic.

What those calling for immedi-
ate change don’t seem to realise is
that moving from a constitutional
monarchy to a republic can’t be
done at the flick of a switch. There
is no model in place yet for such a
change and it will take time to de-
velop one that meets with both
public and government approval.

Our federation was brought into
existence via an act of the British
Parliament: the Commonwealth of
Australia Constitution Act 1900,
was signed into British law on 9
July 1900 by Queen Victoria. This
Act provides for Australian law to
be made under the terms of the
Constitution as interpreted by the
High Court. Any amendment to
the Constitution can only be made
by referendum passed by a “dou-

ble majority”, that is, a majority of
voters in a majority of states.

The silliest thing this country
can do right now is rush into a de-
bate on a republic. Such a knee-
jerk reaction to the change of
monarch would only result in di-
visiveness and would set the Aus-
tralian republic back another
generation. Remember, the last at-
tempt — the ill-fated 1998 Con-
stitutional Convention and
referendum — was a generation
ago.

There must be a full, open and
inclusive discussion around the
model of a republic. Do we want
a directly elected Head of State or
one appointed by a two-thirds ma-
jority of parliament? Do we need
a Head of State at all? Could we
not just replace references to the
Crown in the Constitution with
“the Australian People”, with bills
signed into law jointly by the
Speaker of the House and the
President of the Senate, and prime

ministers and cabinets sworn in by
the Chief Justice of the High
Court. This would certainly pre-
vent any repeat of the secret multi-
ministry deal that occurred
between former PM Morrison and
current Head of State Hurley. 

The current government already
has appointed an Assistant Minis-
ter for the Republic, clearly sig-
nalling its intention to move in
this direction, but PM Albanese
has said that his priority for this
term of government will be the
passage of the Indigenous Voice to
Parliament. 

The referendum to amend the
Constitution to enable an Indige-
nous Voice will happen sometime
in the current term and the success
or failure of this will likely deter-
mine whether the government
proceeds to a republic discussion. 

Political journalist and doyenne
of the parliamentary press gallery,
Michelle Grattan, wrote last week
that “a defeat for the Voice would
potentially be a massive stum-
bling block. It’s hard to see the
government being willing to risk
a second referendum rebuff. On
the other hand, a win for the Voice
would create momentum for a re-
public referendum, ending the
perception that constitutional
change has become almost impos-
sible.”

We have one chance to get this
right and rushing it could result in
a political fiasco. Learn from his-
tory: King Charles I was deposed
and beheaded in 1649 when
Britain rushed to a republic. It
lasted a mere three years before
Cromwell was overthrown and the
monarchy restored under King
Charles II. Changing a system of
government takes time, planning
and universal approval of the peo-
ple.

Queen Elizabeth always said
that an Australian republic had
nothing to do with her and was en-
tirely a matter for the Australian
people to decide. It is almost cer-
tain that King Charles will take
the same approach. We are a sov-
ereign people and the future of our
country is in our hands. Handle
with care.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant-Wood 
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8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week
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Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334

No rush on republic



• mixed tenure housing models (in-
cluding communal living situa-
tions for women over 55);

• measures to allow for older resi-
dents to remain in Braidwood as
they age;

• measures to limit the amount of
short-term rental accommodation
on the open market; and

• establishing a process for the
quarantining of a percentage of
all new land releases for the pur-
poses of genuine affordable hous-
ing.
Over the past few years a lot of

available housing has also been
bought up for short-term rental
and accommodation, and while
this in itself has brought benefits
to the town, it has added to the
overall housing problem.

The BCA sub-committee points
out that “some very good strate-
gies have been written and
adopted by other LGA’s and some
councils are doing remarkable
work in implementing innovative
solutions that work for their com-
munities. We hope that QPRC are
open to undertaking similarly in-
novative solutions and we look
forward to the opportunity of
working with them to achieve
beneficial solutions for Braid-
wood.”

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday September 21, 2022 — 3

A report from the Regional Aus-
tralia Institute last week calling to
boost the population of rural and
regional Australia has hit a major
obstacle in the road: the housing
crisis.

Speaking on ABC Radio, the
CEO of the Regional Australia In-
stitute, said that their plan was to
increase the regional population
by 500,000 people, while the cur-
rent “business-as-usual’ popula-
tion trajectory points to a nation of
“mega-cities.” 

The Institute’s report classifies
regional areas by LGA into six
“clusters” denoting their capacity
for population expansion.

Queanbeyan Palerang is in
Cluster 5: the Growth Zone. There
are 87 LGAs categorised as
Growth Zones, “in and around
large metropolitan areas” and with
an average population of 134,000.
Housing in Growth Zone LGAs is
described as “Relatively afford-
able housing markets that have
grown steadily in value.”

The problem facing QPRC in
respect of this categorisation is
that our region’s population, at
around 63,000, is among the
smallest of the 87 so classified
while the area of the region, at
over 5000 square kilometres, is
one of the largest. 

This results in a population dis-
persal for which the Institute’s
modelling doesn’t cater. Put sim-
ply: one size does not fit all.

Housing in the region’s main cen-
tre of Queanbeyan may fit the
Growth Zone model, but in Braid-
wood there is a dire shortage of
available housing.

QPRC Mayor, Kenrick Win-
chester, is well aware of the hous-
ing crisis. In February the council
commissioned an affordable hous-
ing strategy, with the draft report
due to be presented to council this
month. 

He told the Changing Times that
it is difficult to begin planning
ahead for Braidwood until the
Braidwood Structure Plan is com-
pleted. This plan will identify
where land can be released for ad-
ditional housing but, he noted, this
must be in keeping with the her-
itage nature of the town. 

Mayor Winchester said that
Braidwood has transitioned from
a decade ago, when the town had
a declining population, to now
having an increasing population.
He and QPRC General Manager,
Rebecca Ryan, have met with
Member for Monaro, Nichole
Overall, to discuss the state gov-
ernment’s Enabling Infrastructure
Plan in regard to this region.

The Braidwood Community
Association is aware of council’s
Affordable Housing Strategy, but
a sub-committee of the associa-
tion has called for more immedi-
ate action.

Sarah Lenehy, on behalf of the
BCA’s Affordable Housing Sub-

Housing crisis presents
obstacle to regional growth
Robin Tennant Wood

committee, said, “we have sub-
mitted a draft proposal to Council
as a way of addressing the issue
and ensuring council realise the
importance  and urgency of the
issue. We have spoken with Re-
becca Ryan, CEO QPRC, about
some of our proposed solutions. 

“We are aware that Council is
drafting an Affordable Housing
Strategy, and this will address is-
sues in the future, but we need to
see action now. Re-zoning and de-
velopment of new residential land
and building infrastructure all take
time.”

Meanwhile, the BCA has pro-
posed a raft of interim strategies
to ease the housing pressure.
These include:
• a range of accommodation mod-

els to allow for housing to suit
different needs, for example,
medium density housing, seniors
housing, rental accommodation
for key workers; 

• tiny houses;



Our local Native Animal Rescue
Group (NARG) celebrated its
15th anniversary last week coin-
ciding with its AGM.

NARG President, Bill Water-
house said that even after 15 years
the group is still small and strug-
gling to gain members and recog-
nition as the local rescue
organisation to call for assistance
for injured or orphaned animals.
“For some reason, people still
tend to call WIRES,” he said,

“despite signs with our phone
number being around.”

The posting of signs is a prob-
lematic area as it is illegal to put
any signs on council or public
land. NARG used to have its signs
appended to the fire danger rating
signs, but when the RFS’s new
signs went up, the NARG signs
disappeared.

Bill said that NARG currently
has around 50 members, with
about 10 to 12 of those as ‘active’
members. All the rescue activity is
voluntary and it’s a 24/7 service.

The wet weather has resulted in
more wombat activity than usual
for this time of year.

“There’s been so much rain that
the burrows are flooded and con-
stantly wet,” said Bill. 

“We’ve had a lot of calls from
people wanting to know what to
do about wombats trying to dig

under their houses or taking up
residence in sheds.

“It can take up to a month to
trap a wombat. My best advice is
for people to block up the holes
when the wombat is out so they
can’t get back in.”

He said that there are currently
four wombats that he knows of
roaming around Braidwood town-
ship. 

There is still a lot of concern
about people hitting animals on
the road and not stopping to re-
move the animal from the road, or
worse, leaving an injured animal
on the road.

“If you strike an animal it’s re-
garded as a motor vehicle acci-
dent,” Bill said, “and under law
you must ‘render assistance’.”
That means removing the animal
from the road and checking its
pouch, or, in the case of an injured
animal, calling NARG. 

When reporting an injured ani-
mal, be as precise as possible
about location, especially at night.

The number to call for injured
or orphaned animals is 4846 1900
any time of day or night.
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Cabernet, producing very pure, ripe, sweet
fruit and fine structure — which will continue
to evolve and grow. We’re absolutely thrilled
that our first vintage has gained such presti-
gious recognition on the NSW wine scene.”

The fruit for the wine came from the Hill-
tops region, which is an important source for
Corang Estate, including their multi-award-
winning Shiraz and Tempranillo. Corang Es-
tate is an associate member of the Hilltops
Winegrowing Association.

Corang Estate wines are available at their
cellar door in  Tarago, online, and in key on
and off-premise outlets in Southern NSW. 

NARG notches up
15 years of rescue
Robin Tennant Wood

Corang wins Gold Medal and
Trophy for Cabernet Sauvignon
Corang Estates media release

Corang Estate’s Hilltops 2021 Cabernet
Sauvignon has won not only a Gold Medal,
but also the Trophy for Best Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon of Show, at the 2022 NSW Small Wine-
makers Wine Show. 

The wine is the first vintage of Cabernet
Sauvignon for Corang Estate range and has
proved to be a winner from the get-go, earning
a silver medal in the Canberra and Region
Wine Show only a few weeks after bottling! 

Owner of Corang Estate, Michael Bynon
explained, “the cool and wet La Niña growing
season was very challenging. But the weather
fined up just in time for the late ripeningJill [left] and Michael receive their award.

Braidwood resident Freya Job is
the toast of the Eurobodalla after
winning the 2022 River of Art
Prize for her two works ‘Light-
ning Strike’ and ‘Firestorm’, at
the festival launch last Friday
night. 

Inspired by the moment the
Black Range Fire ignited during
Black Summer, Job used acrylic
and pastel on paper to create ab-
stract works that are both striking
and hauntingly beautiful. 

The judges were drawn to the

pieces for the spontaneity of their
execution and the way they ad-
dressed the bushfires impact on
the environment and in the lasting
memories of the communities. 

Festival chair Leanne Joyce en-
couraged folks to drop by Bay
Pavilions to view the 29 finalists
before the festival concludes on
September 25. 

“It’s a very diverse exhibition
from a highly talented field that
includes visual arts, sculptures
and installations,” she said.

Black Summer works win
2022 River of Art Prize 
As reported in Eurobodalla’s The Beagle

Freya with her work



CWA highlighting the need for
these serious matters to be ad-
dressed, there may be a positive
outcome. Our Member, Catherine
Bell also registered and took part
in the CWA Webinar regarding
Maternity Services. 

As we began our Meeting, there
was a knock on the door. We re-
ceived a lovely surprise when
Year 11/12 hospitality  students
from Braidwood Central School
and their teacher came in with a
wonderful afternoon tea they had
prepared. They used our Rooms

for the HSC Trial Exams and de-
cided to do something special for
us. They also gave us two
draughtstoppers, a cat and dog.
Such a wonderful thought and we
wish the students all the best for
the HSC. We certainly enjoyed
our afternoon tea! It will be a hard
act to follow.

At present Members are busy
making Christmas Decorations to
sell amongst other items on Quilt
Day in November. It will be great
to celebrate the Airing of the
Quilts again. Our Rooms will be
open for Devonshire Teas, sand-
wiches and other refreshments.
There will also be a raffle of a
dolls house. Thank you to the
Men’s Shed for assembling that.
On the day we will be proudly dis-
playing our completed one Hun-
dred years CWA Commemorative
Quilt.

On Thursday 8th September six
of our members attended The
Combined Southern Tablelands
Group Cultural, International and
AG and Environment day at Goul-
burn Workers Club. We had a very
enjoyable day. It was great to
catch up with other Group mem-
bers there. 
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TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

It will be a fun night for all ages
to celebrate Braidwood and this
region that we call home on Sat-
urday 8 October at the National
Theatre.

The concert kicks off at 6pm
with kid’s entertainment, face
painting and songs from the
young performers of Sturkella
music. 

From 7pm there will be a great
line up of local talent, (see ad).

Special guests from our greater
region include Canberra-based
Wiradjuri songman and national
treasure Johnny Huckle; up and

Come–Together Braidwood
community concert

coming Yuin musician and per-
former PRODIKAL-1; and soul-
ful Candelo based singer Robyn
Martin (The New Graces), with
her band featuring members of
The Waifs, Mustered Courage and
Mikelangelo and the Black Sea
Gentlemen. 

Entry is free thanks to the gen-
erous support of QPRC. Dona-
tions will go to the Braidwood
Preschool renovations, which
have been hampered by Covid and
rising building costs. 

Food available from Chez Mey
from 6pm. BYO drinks.

Walker in Biennial
Braidwood artist, John R Walker,
is exhibiting at Barton ARTBOX
for the Canberra Art Biennial,
with works responding to aspects
of the Canberra region landscape.

Entitled Hidden River, Wal ker’s
artist statement says:
“In the karst country to the south, the
rivers still flow beneath our feet; Kur-
rajong trees still mark those places of
deep hidden wells. And Lake George
still comes and goes. The Lake’s com-
ing and going and those deep hidden
wells are reminders that the spirit is
still here, all around us. All it needs is
open eyes and an open heart.”

This will be the 4th iteration of
Contour 556, now expanded to
become the Canberra Art Bien-
nial, directed by Neil Hobbs.
Utopia Art Sydney colleague,
Brett Stone, will be exhibiting his
ceramic response to Lake Burley
Griffin at Manning Clark House
in Manuka.

Walker and Stone will be giving
artists’ talks on Saturday 1 Octo-
ber: 2 - 2.45pm.
Hidden River will be open dur-

ing October, Thursdays to Sun-
days, 11am to 5pm at 7 Young St,
Barton.

During CWA Awareness Week we
held a Display at the Braidwood
Library. 

At our Monthly Meeting on Fri-
day 9th September in accordance
with Awareness Week we wel-
comed a guest speaker, Renata
Sheehan, who is the Community
Engagement Manager for the
Southern NSW local  Health Dis-
trict. She spoke about the mater-
nity services and support systems
available in our area. This was
very interesting and informative.
Hopefully through the attention of

Braidwood Central School hospitality students at the Hall.

CWA NEWS Margaret Shea 
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In recognition of Lion Ken
Thomas’ outstanding service to
Braidwood Lions over a 20-year
period he has received the Melvin
Jones Fellowship.  

This is the first time in Braid-
wood Lions history that a member
has received this prestigious
award since the Branch was
formed in 1965.

In presenting Lion Ken with his

plaque, Braidwood Lions Presi-
dent, Jamie Raynolds, described
him as the ‘go to man for all
things Lions’ and ‘a most deserv-
ing recipient’. Ken has served in
every senior position in Braid-
wood Lions multiple times –
Chairman, Secretary and is the
current Treasurer.  Ken has also
served as Zone Chairman (Crook-
well, Goulburn, Taralga and

Braidwood) and organised a Lions
N2 District Convention in 2012,
encompassing South-east New
South Wales and the Australian
Capital Territory, comprising 66
Lions Clubs, 7 Leo Clubs, and 6
Lioness Clubs.  

Ken has served the Braidwood
Community in so many ways over
the years, and not only through
Lions.  He has been deeply in-
volved in the Braidwood Bushfire
Brigade (where he was the
 communications officer and radio
guru for a number of years), 
the Hospital Auxiliary and the
Show Society, as Chief Pavilion
Steward.

Ken Thomas receives
special Lion’s award 
by John Tuckwell

Lions present at the Presentation: Front Row L-R: Laurie Ffrench (Secretary), Jamie Raynolds (President), Ken Thomas
(Treasurer), Stu Longhurst, John Thomas, Garry Pieper.  Back Row L-R: John Tuckwell, James Godbee, Damian Campbell
Davys, Murray Harrex, Len Balmer, Peter van Rijswijk, Arvie Dobson and Terry Baumann.

Recently, Braidwood Scouts held
two nights to construct possum
boxes for NARG. 

Louise, one of our parents is a
member of NARG, and explained
to our youth members what the
purpose of the possum boxes
would be used for, across our re-
gion. These boxes will be put up
in various sites to provide pos-
sums with new homes, away from
predators.

NARG provided all the building
and painting material and all of
our youth members had lots of fun
using power tools and paint
brushes to create and decorate the
boxes. Each youth member named
their box and each possum who
gets a new box, will be named
after that child.

Braidwood Scouts are ex-
tremely thankful for all the amaz-
ing work that NARG do in our
community and for their donation
of goods and the opportunity for
our youth members to learn new
skills. Another example of com-
munity groups working together.

Scouts media release
Painting the boxes.

Attending Venice Film Festival
with our short film, LOVE FOR-
EVER, has been one of the most
inspiring experiences of my ca-
reer. 

I am in awe of the other film-
makers who presented their films
in competition, and listening to
them talk about their own
processes and intentions filled me
with admiration and ambition. It
was such an honour for our film to
play alongside such talent. 

What I loved most was the
sense of unity that emerged be-
tween us all, the films playing at
the festival became part of a col-
lective dialogue about humanity,
who we are, the challenges we
face, and how we imagine our fu-
ture. It reminded me of the power
of cinema to lift us, bind us to-
gether, and give us hope. 

A huge thank you to other
Braidwood locals Rose Ricketson
(Producer), whose tenacity and
faith always inspires me, and Nick
Munnings (sound designer) who
supported me so wholeheartedly

to find the authentic voice of the
film. Also, to my darling husband
Charlot who supported me to go
by taking such beautiful care of
my darling girls. So many other
creative locals supported and en-
couraged us to the finish line.

We are so lucky to have the
freedom to live and work au-
tonomously from our little studios
in Braidwood. It shows what is
possible when you work hard and
lead with heart. 

I am excited about what will be
created here next.
Rose added ...

“The past few years have been
defined by fires and pandemics,
mothering, community and care
work. I’ve hardly left Braidwood
in years. To travel to Venice felt
huge for me. 

“It was a big experience for us
all. Seeing Clare applauded and
recognised for her work was a true
honour, I’m so proud of her and of
all of us for taking the leap and at-
tending the festival. An experi-
ence I’ll remember forever.”

Action
on
housing
shortage
for
possums

Local film makers return from Venice
Clare Young reports

Nick, Clare and Rose hit the carpet.
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When I moved to Braidwood
just before Christmas in 2020 I
kept meeting fascinating, creative
people and I thought it would be
fun to work with some of them. 

When I’d finished a decent draft
of my latest novel (working title:
A Late Flowering) I proposed a
creative writing workshop to
BRAG called ‘Kick-Start Your
Creativity – Writing with a
Writer’. There have been two so
far and they’ve been a great deal
of fun – for the participants and
for me. Creativity is fun.

Creativity is play. Under the
Neo-Liberal dogma dominating
every aspect of our society no
matter which party is in power, re-
sults — sorry outcomes — in
every field are measured by the
criterion of financial profit and we
forget how to play. Even children
do, with our education system ob-
sessed with constant measurement
and evaluation, and without play
there’s no creativity, there can
only be copying.

Creativity requires risk. If we’re
too scared of failure we can’t be
creative or original. Some amount
of failure is necessary in the
process of creative effort and then
when something does work
there’s nothing like that feeling of

exhilaration. I discovered in past
tutoring and teaching jobs that I
have a knack for spotting people’s
potential and I find it rewarding to
help it blossom by teaching tech-
niques that are quick to learn and
that give exciting, expansive re-
sults. 

‘Let your fiction grow out of the
land beneath your feet.’ American
writer Willa Catha (1873-1947)
wrote that. In my creative writing
workshops students often discover
a new appreciation of where they
live or where they’ve come from.
In the timed exercises in every
class memories and sensations are
stirred and they write prose or po-
etry that is unique to them and
moving to an audience. 

The simple technique I use
based on balancing both right and
left sides of the brain (in a society
dominated by using only the left
side) results in students discover-
ing what it is they really want to
write about and exploring the pull
to where the creative energy lies
in the idea or image they’ve cho-
sen. This saves a lot of time.

I’m the kind of writer who
needs to write draft after draft to
get it right. With so much time
taken up with rewriting I leap on
any technique that saves time. I

envy prolific Belgian writer
Georges Simenon (1903-1989)
who famously published his first
drafts. As it turns out, it was more
like the second, but still – a mere
two drafts would be a joy.

Occasionally an article or scene
reads well enough after only two
drafts but those times for me are a
rare gift. Simenon needed to pub-
lish the ridiculous number of nov-
els per year that he did because of
the amount of alimony he had to
pay to all his ex-wives. It’s hard
not to speculate that the number of
them had something to do with his
writing routine: get into his spe-
cial writing shirt (freshly ironed
by his wife), scribble like crazy
with pencils (freshly sharped by
his wife), till the end of the novel,
neglecting everything except
sleeping and eating, then vomiting
with the strain of writing so hard,
then visiting a local prostitute.

One hopes after cleaning his
teeth. I know I should have writ-
ten ‘sex worker’ above but it
sounds so anachronistic I couldn’t
bring myself to. 

After that little trip to twentieth
century Paris let me return to
twenty-first century Braidwood
where I’ve coordinated two
‘Kick-Start Your Creativity’ work-
shops at BRAG. After the first
week, when we dive into our cre-
ative centre with the brain-balanc-
ing technique that’s quick and fun
to learn, in the following weeks
we build on that, enriching the
writing with such techniques as
modelling, rhythm and recur-
rence, metaphor, juxtaposition and
creative tension. 

The techniques explored in the
workshops are adaptable to any
genre – poetry, fiction or creative

non-fiction. You wouldn’t finish a
novel in eight weeks (unless your
name was Georges Simenon) but
you would develop your ability to
write a better one and perhaps fin-
ish some chapters. In the work-
shops students learn to shape as
well as deepen their writing, and
by the end they know how to
make their words sing.

Some people despair that they
want to write but have no idea
what to write about. American
writer Flannery O’Connor (1925-
1964) said that anyone who has
survived childhood has enough to
write about to the end of their
days. Let me also quote Australian
writer Morris Lurie (1938-2014): 
‘There are no unsuitable sub-

jects.
Sewing on a button.
Falling in love.
Show me you care is the only

criterion.
Then I will too.’ 
So if you’re curious or have an

inclination to write I’d say: come
along to one of the workshops –
you’ll have fun, start or improve
your writing and meet simpatico
people. I’d also add that it’s im-
portant not to feel intimidated –
remember what Jean Cocteau per-
ceived: ‘The greatest masterpiece
is only a dictionary out of order.’

[Penny Hanley will be in Ire-
land on a writing residency in No-
vember and December so the next
Kick-Start Your Creativity work-
shop series will be in February
and March 2023.]

Penny Hanley is a writer and has
worked as a researcher, tutor, editor
and film reviewer in print and on
radio. Her website is at –

www.penhanley.id.au

Exploring creativity
workshops at BRAG
Penny Hanley

“Of course in the book, they never actually meet.”
(PUNCH CARTOON 1951)



screens and checking there are
no have gaps in them

• removing items that might col-
lect water (such as old tyres,
empty pots) outside your house
where mosquitoes can breed

• improving drainage on your
property so that water does not
become stagnant

• wearing light, loose-fitting long-
sleeved shirts, long pants and
covered footwear and socks, es-
pecially around dusk and dawn

• applying repellent to all areas of
exposed skin, using repellents
that contain DEET, picaridin, or
oil of lemon eucalyptus

• re-applying repellent regularly,
particularly after swimming,
being sure to always apply sun-
screen first and then apply repel-
lent

• using insecticide sprays, vapour
dispensing units and mosquito
coils to repel mosquitos (mos-
quito coils should only be used
outside).
In line with national reporting

structures, NSW Health reports
any new cases and case locations
on the NSW Health website. Ac-
cording to the CDNA criteria,
asymptomatic people found to
have JE antibodies through sero-
survey studies do not meet the
case definition for JE disease, un-
like those who were clinically di-
agnosed.

For further information on JE
virus and ways to protect yourself
go to:

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/j
evirus
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NSW is further expanding free ac-
cess to Japanese encephalitis (JE)
vaccine to residents living in the
Goulburn Mulwaree to protect
those most at risk.

A new seroprevalence survey
undertaken by NSW Health found
that one in 11 people who took
part showed evidence of previous
infection. In addition to the cur-
rent group of people who work
with pigs or mosquito or in spe-
cialised laboratories, Communica-
ble Diseases Network Australia’s
(CDNA) national priority groups,
and some international travellers,
JE vaccine is now also recom-
mended for people who:
• live or work in the Goulburn Mul-

waree Local Government Area
(LGA) AND

• are aged 50 years or older AND
• spend significant time outdoors

(four hours per day).
JE vaccine is available through

local General Practitioners (GPs).
People who meet the above crite-

ria should make an appointment
with their GP and let them know
it is for the Japanese Encephalitis
vaccine. GPs may require a few
days’ notice so they can order the
vaccine.

Southern NSW LHD Public
Health Director Tracey Oakman
extended her thanks to the more
than one thousand (1,048) partic-
ipants from communities across
Griffith, Temora, Corowa, Bal-
ranald and Dubbo who provided
blood samples in the survey.
These areas were selected on the
basis of JE virus activity.

One in 11, or 80 in 917 people,
showed antibodies, indicating past
infection with JE virus that would
not have been acquired in another
country.

As the purpose of the survey
was understanding the risk of
being infected with the JE virus in
NSW, the remaining 131 partici-
pants were excluded as they had
received a JE vaccine before, trav-

elled for more than one month in,
or were born in, a country where
JE is commonly found.

To date, 13 people in NSW have
been clinically diagnosed with JE
in NSW this year and two of those
people sadly died. All were esti-
mated to have acquired the virus
between mid-January and the end
of February 2022.

“The results of this serosurvey
provide us with valuable insight
into the prevalence of past JE in-
fections in these communities
after it was first detected earlier
this year,” Ms Oakman said.

“Vaccination is an important
part of the public health response,
but currently, global supply of JE
vaccine is very limited. So we’re
urging people to protect them-
selves by avoiding mosquito bites
altogether, particularly as we head
into warmer months.”

JE is a serious disease caused
by the JE virus, however only
around one per cent of people in-
fected with the JE virus will expe-
rience symptoms. JE is spread to
humans by infected mosquitoes.
People are not able to pass the
virus to other people. Humans
also cannot get infected with the
virus by touching an infected ani-
mal or eating animal products, in-
cluding pork products. 

Australian mosquitoes can carry
a range of viruses for which there
are no vaccines, so it is vital to
avoid mosquito bites.

Protect yourself and your fam-
ily by:
• covering openings such as win-

dows and doors with insect

Expanded access 
to JE vaccine
Southern NSW Local Health District media release

Japanese encephalitis transmission pathways.        Illustration: outbreak.gov.au



marginata (Silver Banksia) and 20
Eucalyptus ovata, (Swamp Gum).

Lyn and her partner Murray ran
a local native plant nursery near
Mongarlowe for 20 years. Many
windbreaks and plantings around
the Braidwood district were
planted from their stock. 

They developed a great reputa-
tion for providing good hardy
tubestock plants. However, Lyn
and Murray did much more than
propagate and sell tubestock.
Their advice on plant identifica-
tion, what to grow where, when
and how, was invaluable then and
Lyn keeps on giving in this regard.

In addition to native seed col-
lection and propagation, the work-
shop included how to make a
good seed raising mix, choice of
pots and the “Art of Watering”.
Spoiler alert: if you weren’t there
you mist it.

A key theme from Lyn was the
need to be “observant and oppor-
tunistic” when collecting seed and
when faced with the challenge of
propagating your first plants to
“just give it a go” and be willing
to experiment and learn on the
job.

Cath Harrison, Upper Deua
Landcare Community Liaison Of-
ficer, said: “We all left with a
sense of enthusiasm and our tray
of freshly planted native seeds to
grow for revegetation. From a
community perspective it pro-
vides groups such as Upper Deua
Catchment Landcare to consider
broader opportunities to grow our
own tubestock of endemic plants
for restoration projects into the fu-
ture”.

The workshop began with seed
collection and the key points Lyn
made were:
• Get permission
• Collect locally
• Collect from a number of plants

of a particular species
• Collect mature clean seed (no in-

sects)
• Collect when the time is right, un-

derstand your species
• And then label, label, label (type,

date, source) and store well.
Then the workshop looked at

the principles of seed propagation.
Top tips were to understand:
• Treating the seed to break dor-

mancy, understand your species.

Does it need heating or some-
thing to get it out of its shell?

• When to plant
• Advantages of direct sowing

into tubes
• Importance of soil mix and fer-

tilizer
• Location of tube stock
• Watering.

Then we had hands-on fun,
planting out our own set of 20
tubestock with our choice of seed.
Lyn did a demonstration using dif-
ferent sized seeds and then we did
our own trays under her supervi-
sion. Fingers crossed some of
these trays will be used for an au-
tumn tree planting along Araluen
Creek.

The workshop was funded by

the Landcare Led Bushfire Recov-
ery Project in support of the Aus-
tralian Government’s Bushfire
Recovery Program for Wildlife
and their Habitat, the goal of the
workshop was to give training on
how to propagate local species for
local projects.

If you would like copies of
hand-outs and other information
from the workshop please contact
clare@dacelo.com.au

Plus contact upper.shoal
haven@gmail.com to express in-
terest in the re-vegetation day Sat-
urday 22 October. This will be an
actual hands-on re-vegetation
planting day along the Araluen
Creek.
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Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone

Our Saturday 3 September work-
shop on native seed collection and
propagation “delivered useful,
practical advice and hands on
technique that gave participants
the knowledge needed to collect
and propagate native species at
home” says Cath Harrison, Upper
Deua Landcare Community Liai-
son Officer.

Over the last six months, as part
of the Araluen Creek Restoration
Project, the Upper Shoalhaven
Landcare Council has run a series
of workshops on creek manage-
ment. The chunky part of the proj-
ect is the actual large scale works
along the creek, designed to sta-
bilise the creek bed. These work-
shops focus on the other necessary
elements to look after Araluen
Creek, such as riparian health and
Waterwatch monitoring, re-vege-
tation, weed control and measures
to keep stock out of the creek line
by fencing and providing alterna-
tive water sources.  

In addition, we have looked at
small scale erosion control meas-
ures. Our first workshop in Febru-
ary 2022 was on the geology of
the Araluen Valley.

Larry O’Loughlin, Secretary of
the Upper Shoalhaven Landcare
Council said: “Not only will there
be some big earthworks soon to
help stabilise the creek, but
through these workshops we will
also know about how to get the
plants that will help maintain the
banks and also bring back the in-
sects and animals that are the life
of the creek, as well as weed con-
trol creating a whole of creek ap-
proach”.
Lyn Ellis the expert

The workshop under the expert
guidance of Lyn Ellis, participants
had a choice of native seed for
planting tubestock trays of twenty
plants to take home. All of the
seed was suitable for riparian
areas in the Araluen / Braidwood
area. 

The size of seed varied and this
was a key factor in getting the
right planting depth and the right
top layer for the chosen seed.
Some seed does best with sand
and some with potting soil on top.
At home, we have Lyn’s sample
tray, plus a tray of 20 Banksia

Learning native seed collection and propagation
Clare Henderson, Upper Shoalhaven Landcare Council

Lyn showing us all how to plant native seed from start to finish. Soil mix,
depth, settling the mix, planting depth, covering the seed and watering. 
Photo: Larry O’Loughlin



yond its throw by date. And so he
said, “There’s not one here, but
I’ve got a flue at home.” 

So then one day I had a knock
on the door and there was
Suzanne and she said, “I’ve come
for the flue.” Reg told her where
to find it. 

When she saw his shed and the
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My most precious Uncle Greg
died suddenly on August the 11th,
in his home on the South Coast of
NSW with my Aunt by his side, at
age 73. Too young.

A “Jack of all Trades”. Son,
Brother, Husband, Father, Uncle
and dear Friend. A Scientist “grad-
uating with Honours” a Ceramist,
a Painter, Photographer (published
in Craft Australia), our Magician,
Songwriter, Writer (self-publish-
ing two books) and lover of Cos-
mology. The list goes on.

Above all, he was one of those
people who you could talk to
about anything. ANYTHING. He
had a knowledge of most topics,
even if it was only tit-bit.

Raised in a sternly Catholic
household, he spent years as a
young altar boy, until just after
high school as a young man, he

decided it was all a crock of shit
and shunned his Catholic upbring-
ing. Becoming one of the most ir-
religious persons I know, and I
know a few.

He studied and wrote about the
Big Bang and the GAIA theory in
both his books, the first titled ‘The
Big Think’ the second ‘Gaia:
She’s a Tough Bitch’. A massive
Eistein fan, ironically becoming
increasing similar in looks to the
man himself as he got older! But
later in life his focus centred on
the great scientist James Love-
lock, proposer of the Gaia hypoth-
esis, who too passed away just this
year at age 103.

My Uncle Greg didn’t believe
in an afterlife, “what’s better than
this?” he would say. He believed
you “make your mark” whilst you
are here on Earth with whatever

time you are given. He leaves his
mark with incredible works of art
in his ceramics and paintings and
his books. 

So many of which I am hon-
oured to possess and display in
my own home. Mostly, my dear
Uncle left his mark in the memo-
ries and hearts of those who knew
him best, and loved him.

He fills my childhood memo-
ries. Holidays at the beach, ex-
plaining to me that (incredibly)

“there are more stars in the sky
than there are grains of sand on all
the beaches of in the world”.

The man who taught us all how
to play cards. There was never a
deck far from his hands. Though
he only had to teach us “52
pickup” once! If you know, you
know.

A “bookroom” in his and my
aunt’s home that was filled with
all things transfixing for a child –
puzzles, tricks, fossils, bottled

Goodbye Greg
Words by Emma Russ, Greg’s niece

RIP GREG SUGDEN  14/3/49 – 11/8/22

RIP SUZANNE BELLAMY  22/9/48 – 20/6/22

Greg’s memorial on Sunday 11 September filled the National Theatre.

Paris Silvester

Reg worked at the tip for a few
years towards the end of the
nineties. 

And that’s where we met

Suzanne when she went there
looking for a flue for her fireplace.
Reg was very good at scavenging
for people because he knew that
there was often lots of stuff
thrown out that was usable be- Paris speaks at the memorial.

A tribute to Suzanne with her works around the walls at Brag.



tions, “How Many Pots Does One
Woman Have to Make?” Lots.

I am most proud of having been
part of a brilliant powerful cohort
of women over many decades
here in Australia and other coun-
tries, whose time has been work-
ing with vision and ideas in
diverse ways and forms to bring
change to the unbalanced misog-
ynistic state of our beloved planet
Earth. 

Now it’s the time of a new in-
spired cohort and I wish them well
in punching a hole in the mem-
brane of history as we did. If it
turns out I have any influence out
there in the land of the great spirits
I will do my best. 

I have always worked for spirit,
which has had a deep personal
meaning for me and not needed
any reality beyond my brain’s
lovely imagination. I was gifted
this by my ancestors and also by
the mimetic cluster I was privi-
leged to find as a young woman.
It has been a great thrill and priv-
ilege to spend this time on Earth,
and I have loved it all.

Cheers ...
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treasures and all kinds of other
magic.

A sense of humour that is un-
matched in my world, forever,
making me laugh even when he
wasn’t trying to be funny. 

A slave to all things chocolate,
he would open a pack on MM’s
and sit five on the table and say
“now that’s the ones you can have,
the rest are for me, and I have
counted this pack so I will know
if you sneak some” said com-

pletely dead-pan and serious of
course but with a little snicker
peeking through his eyes!

Safe to say, he was the kind of
person that makes you want to
live a better life. I don’t think I
will ever wrap my head around
not being able to stand beside him
in a room again. 

Some humans just need to be
immortal, because they’re that
GOOD for life and our world as
we know it. That’s him. But no

matter how robbed I feel, we are
not immortal. Not even him.

Good bye Uncle G.
I wish Hillary could have

known you the way I did.
Thankyou for teaching me

about the stars, they shine a little
brighter for me now you’re a
part of them, as Nature intended,
hey.

Love always your Li’l Li’l
Emma. 

...and from Merrie
“Jed and I thank our

many dear friends and
supporters for their mar-
vellous and generous
contributions of their
time, talents and for just
being there at this saddest
and most vulnerable
time.”
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9:00pm - Bluesbeat

Program Guide
SMS Line 0419 722 578

  

      

  

      

 - Our Farm with Frank1st Tue of Month10:00am - 
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Tuesday

9:00pm – Aussie Music Weekly
8:00pm – It’s Time
6:00pm – The Andy Show
4:00pm – Book Reading with Rod
1:00pm – Flashback Featured Artist with Rob
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Monday

Progr  

  

      

 - Our Farm with Frank

1:00pm – Flashback Featured Artist with Rob

ram Guide
 ne 0419 722 578

  

      

SMS Line 0419 722 578

  

      

7:00am - Martin’s Morning Mix
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Friday 
9:00pm - An Audience with the Pope

Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill7:00pm – 
6:00pm – Woodsongs Old Time Radio
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Wednesday

9:30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy
7:00pm – Crap from the past
6.30pm – Real World Gardener
3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod,Bill & Vera
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin

 - Our Farm with Frank1st Tue of Month10:00am - 

  

      

12:00 – Paul’s Powerzone
9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger
Saturday

8:00pm – Simply 80’s
6:00pm – Radio Jilly - With Yolande 
3:00pm – The Hot 30

From the Archives with Gavin10:00am – 
7:00am - Billy Bob at Breakfast
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Thursday

Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill

3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod,Bill & Vera

11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
 - Our Farm with Frank

  

      

9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger

6:00pm – Radio Jilly - With Yolande 

From the Archives with Gavin

  

      

9:00pm - Bluesbeat
7:00pm - The Mechie Show (Prog Rock)
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
Sunday
9:00pm - Raised On Rock
7:00pm - Top 40 from 40 Years ago
5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown
3:00pm – The Conga Line with Billy Bob
10:00am - The Magazine with Disko
7:00am - Martin’s Morning Mix

 full listing go to braFor a

  

      

7:00pm - The Mechie Show (Prog Rock)
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 

6:00pm – Saturday Night Gold
Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin4:00pm – 
A bit of this and that with Gavin1:00pm – 

3:00pm – The Conga Line with Billy Bob

dio com auidwoodra full listing go to bra

  

      

Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
A bit of this and that with Gavin

dio com auFor a full listing go to braidwoodradio.com.au

M
    
    
      
     
    
   
    

  

    
          
       
      
         
    
     
           

    
    
    
     
       
      

    
     
      

    
       
   

 
    
    
     

       
    
       
    

      
   
         
       
    

       
       

         
      
      
  

 
    

  

      

  

      

          
    

    
   
    
     
      
    
    

  

      

     

      

  

      

    

  

      

    
    
 
      

       
     
    
    
    

     
     
    
         
      
       

          

  

      

   
      

   
       
    

      
     
    

     

         

       
     

  

      

      

       

    

  

      

  
      
      
         
       

       

    
       
    
       
     

    

 full listing go to braFor a

  

      

      
      
         
       

       

    
       

         
       

dio.com.auidwoodra full listing go to bra

  

      

     
       

dio.com.au

way he had it set up, she decided
he was a good person to know.
He’d be very useful in the future
and he was. 

So we are here today. And I
want to thank Biff and Julia.
Suzanne appointed certain people
to look after her affairs and gave
us all instructions on how things
were to be distributed for contin-
uing her legacy.

She also requested that the fol-
lowing words be read out at her
memorial gig.
Suzanne’s words
I have chosen and attempted to
explore as independent a path as
possible living inside patriarchy,
engaged with community and
pushing the boundaries. 

I have no regrets except I wasn’t
very good at relationships but I
found that the art of friendship is
infinitely more important. 

This last phase of my life feels
so rich in connection with now
and memory, an experience that
no-one prepares you for, fascinat-
ing and not at all sad. I now have
the answer to my universal ques-

See ya Suzanne



Many of our residents will have
heard of the Clarke gang of
bushrangers that roamed this dis-
trict in the  mid 1860s. 

At that time our British colonial
government was hostile towards
immigrants from countries other
than England and Scotland. The
Irish Catholics especially, were
the lowest class of society. Laws
were enacted to benefit the Eng-
lish Protestants. 

Farming in Australia was noth-
ing like farming in England or Ire-
land and our poor soils and drier
climate made successful produc-
tion difficult.  Hence those on
smaller blocks of land were barely
able to produce an income that
provided even the basics of life. 

Enter the bushrangers. They,
usually by illegal means, provided
for their harbourers who kept
them safe from the law. 

In this vast district travel was
slow, horses averaged 5 miles an
hour, which for example trans-
lated into a four hour ride from
Araluen to Braidwood. This
meant, of course, that satisfacto-
rily policing the whole district was
impossible. The police were being
criticised, by the wealthy, for not
capturing the bushrangers and this
I’m sure led to unfounded accusa-
tions of murder against the gang,
in an effort to gain support from
the residents. 

There is a sign in the Braid-
wood Cemetery today that says, in
part, On the western side of the
cemetery there is an obelisk
erected to the memory of the four
Special Constables killed by
bushrangers the Clarke Gang in
1867. It must be noted that on the
obelisk itself, erected soon after
the murders, says  ... murdered at

Jinden whilst in pursuit of the
Outlaw Thomas Clarke. A totally
different story. 

Near Gundillion the signs says
the Clarke gang ... were responsi-
ble for killing the 4 Special Con-
stables at Jinden on 9 January
1867. 

At Araluen,  the sign says, the
Clarke Brothers who roamed the
countryside ... murdering a num-
ber of troopers and citizens along
the way. 

Due to their association with the
bushrangers, descendants have
been teased, pointed out, blamed
for open gates and missing stock,
and no doubt most other minor
crimes in the district, since the
1860s. With signs like this in the
district guilt by association can
continue for another 150 years. 

Apart from the effect on the de-
scendants, these signs are histori-
cally incorrect. No member of the
gang was ever charged or con-
victed of murder. When the Clarke
boys were captured the Attorney
General examined the suspicions
but could find no case for murder
and specified that they could not
be so charged. They were con-
victed and hanged for wounding a
policeman at their capture. 

Could you please sign the peti-
tion at the Araluen Hotel agreeing
that the signs need to be replaced
with the correct information.
QPRC has been approached by
various means over the last few
years but refuses to do anything.
On the other hand the Eurobodalla
Council immediately replaced the
sign at Nerrigundah when they be-
came aware of the fact that the
gang was never charged or con-
victed of any murder.
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Have the Clarkes
been stitched up?
Judy Lawson writes from Araluen

The best defence that Aus-
tralians with allergies and asthma
can have as they head into thun-
derstorm asthma season is good
day to day control of their asthma,
according to the nation’s trusted
authority on asthma management
and care. 

National Asthma Council Aus-
tralia Director and respiratory
physician Professor Peter Wark
said now is the time to check in
with your GP and make sure you
are on the best treatment to control
your asthma know what to do dur-
ing a spring thunderstorm or
asthma emergency. Having good
asthma control means using your
preventer as prescribed and not
needing to have to use your re-
liever puffer more than a few
times a week. 

“Australia has one of the high-
est prevalence rates of asthma in
the world with 2.7 million Aus-
tralians (one in 10) affected by
asthma and we are now heading
into peak thunderstorm asthma
season from 1 October until the
end of December. 

“A La Niña event now under
way in the Pacific Ocean will in-
crease the likelihood of above-av-
erage rainfall during spring and
summer in eastern Australia
which can lead to above average
grass growth and critically, more
ryegrass pollen in the air. 

“If you are allergic to ryegrass
pollen, you could have a severe
asthma attack if you are outside in
gusty winds just before or during
a thunderstorm in spring or early
summer in a place where there is
ryegrass pollen in the air, which

Time to prepare for
thunderstorm asthma
National Asthma Council media release

includes most of south-eastern
Australia,” he said. 

Professor Wark said that people
with hay fever and allergy to rye-
grass pollen may be at risk of
thunderstorm asthma — even if
they have never had asthma symp-
toms before. 

“Good asthma control is
critical during thunderstorm

asthma season, so keep taking
your preventer medication as

prescribed by your doctor.  
“Most people with asthma over

the age of six years should be
using a preventer to keep their
asthma under control. A blue re-
liever inhaler does not stop the in-
flammation that causes asthma
and will not prevent an asthma at-
tack.  

“If you need a reliever more
than a couple of times a month
you should be taking a preventer
and in spring and early summer
and if you are going to be in an
area where there is ryegrass pollen
make sure you talk to your doc-
tor,” said Professor Wark.  

If you have hay fever, Professor
Wark advises that regular use of a
nasal corticosteroid spray every
day, at least during pollen season,
is the best treatment to control al-
lergy symptoms.  

“Hay fever can cause upper and
lower airway inflammation and
result in itchy watery eyes, runny
nose and sneezing, but even more
concerning, hay fever can lead to
an increased risk of serious
asthma flare-ups,” he said.

For more information go to:
nationalasthma.org.au



BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday September 21, 2022 — 13

W
ill
ia
m
 V
er
do

n

William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299

LOOK
HERE

Web addresses (URLs) are
difficult to use in a printed on
paper news bulletin and
 obviously cannot be clickable
‘hot’ links.
So to make those pesky
 unintelligible:
http://www.howthe!$#canI-
typethis/needcoffee/eyes/sore
isthe/hyphen-in-the-address...
Scan the QR code at left and
it will take you to a web page
with all the URLs in this issue
of the Changing Times.

NSW Farmers has welcomed
extra funding from the state and
federal governments to help pri-
mary producers recover from
floods.

The $100 million Critical
Producer Grant Program will

help those hardest hit by
floods to restore production
systems and rebuild essential
infrastructure to a standard
that will better withstand

future disasters.
Applicants will have been re-

quired to have applied for the full
$75,000 Special Disaster Assis-
tance Grants that were made
available earlier in the year and
will close on June 30, 2023 – un-
less allocated funding is fully ex-
pended prior to that date.

NSW Farmers Rural Affairs
Committee chair Deb Charlton
said it was welcome additional
support that recognised the impact
on farm infrastructure following
the February-March floods, and
while it would not cover the full
cost of rebuilding, it would pro-
vide a path forward.

“All aspects of the agriculture

sector were affected – dairy, live-
stock, broadacre cropping, turf,
vegetables, horticulture and
perennial tree crops, and the oys-
ter and mussel growers,” Mrs
Charlton said.

“The financial pressures follow-
ing multiple rain and flood events
over successive years have left
their toll – financially, physically
and emotionally.

“It takes time to rebuild and
re-establish production after

these events, and I know there
are many people concerned

with the east coast of Australia
now in its third La Nina.” 

Mrs Charlton said the farming
community had been thankful for
government support this year, but
acknowledged some frustration
with parts of the process.

“We know due diligence must
be undertaken to ensure the fund-
ing support reaches those most in
need, but we are also hearing sto-
ries of delays and that can be hard
for those in a tough position,” Mrs
Charlton said.

“NSW Farmers has been in reg-
ular contact with agencies
throughout this period and we
have encouraged a streamlined as-
sessment so any funding can de-
liver the support so desperately
needed in a timely manner.

“With the same farmers and
their communities facing the
prospect of a third wet year ahead,
it’s critical these processes contin-
ually improve to limit unneces-
sary stress.”

Extra help welcomed
ahead of wet summer
NSW Farmers’ media release

The ‘Water Battery’ energy stor-
age system being explored by
Braidwood Clean Energy is a
much less disruptive system than
the giant Snowy 2.0 pumped
hydro system.

Snowy 2.0 makes use of large
irrigation dams on large rivers,
and adapts them to allow water to
be pumped back up hill. The water
thus elevated stores energy that
can be recovered by running the
water back down through electric-
ity generators.

The BCE Water Battery concept
is illustrated in the diagram. There
are two storage ponds connected
by a pipe. It would work by the
same principles as Snowy 2.0, but

no watercourse is dammed, and in
fact it can be built on a spur run-
ning down the nearby escarpment.
We expect to be able to provide
more detail soon.

Reminder: the BCE Annual
General Meeting will be held at

5:30 pm, Tuesday 27th
September at the Braidwood

Servicemens Club, followed by
a brief General Meeting.

If you want to support our ex-
ploration of a clean, resilient local
power supply, come and join. If
you’re especially enthusiastic
there is room for new members on
the Committee.

No tunnels, no dams,
just pipes and ponds
Geoff Davies, Braidwood Clean Energy  Convenor
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
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Projects & initiatives open for  
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Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
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The final nail in the coffin of my
last marriage was my refusal to
join the local nudist club. 

Yes, there is one, somewhere
near Bungendore. My ex accused
me of being prudish and repressed,
but actually, I just liked clothes. A
man couldn’t join on his own
(don’t ask) so he found a more
willing partner. I wished them and
their melanomas good luck, and
went shopping. 

Clothing one’s body is perhaps
the earliest art form in history. I’ve
just read  Worn, A People’s History
of Clothing, Sofi Thanhauser,
Allen Lane, UK, 2022. The author
traces the origins of garment mak-
ing through time.

More concerningly, she also
traces the economic impact of the
clothing industry on workers, and
on our environment. Local statis-
tics tell me Australians buy nearly
15 kg of clothing, or 56 new items,
every year, making this country
one of the highest consumers of
textiles in the world. Roughly 10
kg a person goes to landfill. Annu-
ally. I don’t know who’s taking my
share! 

The first clothing was made of
animal skins. Of all things, scien-
tists have used the DNA of lice to
determine humans dressed in hides
and pelts some 170,000 years ago.
Then they began twisting and
weaving plant fibres. These don’t
age as well, but have been found in
the Caucasus Mountains from as
early as 36,000 years ago. Some
were coloured, blue, black, grey or
pink: they were dyeing them.
These were just strings, so the first
‘skirts’ may have been lengths of
string hanging from waistbands.

String could be woven into nets,
snares, tethers, leashes, fishing-
lines … or cloth. Probably it was
women’s work, as they could do
this and still mind the children. I
can remember making thread from
wool, using a drop-spindle, and
walking around as I did it. I then
wove the threads into placemats on
a simple loom, first dyeing them
with onion skins. I wasn’t much
good at it but I did feel very con-
nected to the sisterhood.

Wool wasn’t the first textile. Not
until tribes became less nomadic
did they keep sheep or goats. First,
flax was gathered and made into
linen. It’s one of the oldest human
activities. Other plant fibres were
used as well. If you’ve read fairy-
tales where heroines have to spin
with nettles, this is not a cruel and
unusual punishment: nettles make
good cloth. Quite good enough to
make your brother a magic shirt so
he doesn’t have to keep on being a
swan! 

The oldest shirt on record came
from a First Dynasty Egyptian
tomb dating to 3000 BC. It’s
meticulously crafted with an elab-
orate system of pleats which al-
lowed the wearer to move around
freely while maintaining a fitted
silhouette. 

Yes, I’m thinking Colin Firth,
too! 

Wearing linen became a status
symbol, and the whiter,  the better.
Wealthy Parisians shipped their
laundry to Haiti for proper bleach-

ing — the logistics are amazing—
and getting that blue-white look is
still a thing … and has certain
moral overtones.

If black was your choice, the
Spanish had the answers. They had
discovered Logwood in Mexico,
which made a true black, rather
than just a darkish brown. True
black and white are still difficult to
achieve, and very hard on the en-
vironment. So they are status sym-
bols. 

Wool, cotton and silk also have
their stories but linen, whether
from flax, yucca, nettles, linden,
willow, hemp, jute, was first. Then
came the making up of garments
and you can read about the Singer
of sewing-machine fame, and his
infamous double marital life. 

Status was also indicated by the
dye colours you could achieve; so-
called sumptuary laws dictated
who could wear purple (from
crushed sea snails) or cochineal red
(from crushed cactus beetles.)

It wasn’t until scientists began
experimenting with coal tar prod-
ucts that we acquired artificial
clothing materials and synthetic
dyes. And that’s where the trouble
really started.

An interesting background read
is Mauve: how one man invented a
colour that changed the world,
Simon Garfield, Norton, UK,
2000. Eighteen year old chemistry
student William Perkins mucks up
his experiment and produces pur-
ple dye. Queen Victoria loved it.

BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

SPRING FASHIONS

Think before you buy

Incidentally, she would’ve pro-
nounced it ‘morve.’ 

Our late Majesty didn’t use it
much, even in flower arrange-
ments, although I noticed it more
towards the end of her life. Queen
Camilla is known to call it
‘menopausal mauve’ and to shun
it. But keep watching: she is a
woman better known for her good
sense than her good looks … a
welcome change! 

Unfortunately, coal tar and its
derivatives also produced rayon,
nylon, and all our synthetic gar-
ment materials. Their toxic by-
products can send workers blind,
or mad. Alice’s Mad Hatter was
that way from breathing the mer-
cury used in felting rabbit fur. 

Send your cotton blouses to
landfill and they compost down
quite quickly. Your nylon blouses
won’t. Discarded clothes sit in
landfill, can take years to biode-
grade and then contribute to toxic
air pollution. 

We were better at it once. I have
Make Do and Mend, originally is-
sued in the Second World War by
the British Ministry of Informa-
tion. I bought my copy at the Aus-
tralian War Memorial shop. 

Our late Majesty washed and
mended her own leather gloves,
and had pairs from forty years ago.
Princess Anne cherishes outfits
from thirty years ago, and even
dressy Princess Di changed the
tops and skirts of her gowns
around. 

So think more than twice next
time you look in your wardrobe.

See you at Mutton’s.

New Owners Dr Noor Ahmed,
Mrs Cheryl Keeley and Mrs Na-
talie Grieshaber along with all the
Braidwood Medical Centre Staff
are excited to announce that from
the 1st of October Braidwood

Medical Centre will be owned
and operated by locals.

The healthcare needs of our
community will always be a pri-
ority to us as we endeavour to in-
troduce additional GPs and a wide
range of Allied Health providers.

New owners at Medical Centre

‘So this year I said “To Hell with
 elegance, I’m dressing for comfort”.’



The Queanbeyan-Palerang Arts
Trail returns to Braidwood, Bun-
gendore and Queanbeyan over
three weekends in October.

‘The Arts Trail is a fantastic op-
portunity to connect with our
community and celebrate our
local artists and makers,’ said
Mayor Kenrick Winchester. ‘The
focus will be on Braidwood 1-2
October, Bungendore 8-9 October
and Queanbeyan 15-16 October.’

‘The Trail is an opportunity to
meet artists in their spaces and see
where pieces are developed from
concept to completed work,’
QPRC Team Leader for Culture
and Arts Janita Byrne said.

‘We want to use this event to
showcase the high calibre of
artists in our region and encourage
our community and visitors alike
to explore all that Queanbeyan-
Palerang has to offer.’

This year more than 20 studios

and galleries throughout the re-
gion will be showcasing ceramics,
glassworks, paintings, textiles,
jewellery and mixed media works,
to view and own. 

This year artists, crafters and
followers of the trail, are encour-
aged to participate in a collabora-
tive artwork - Bloom. 

‘Blooms of all shapes, sizes and
materials will become part of a
growing temporary artwork in
Braidwood’s Ryrie Park and by
the Queanbeyan River near Ray
Morton Park, during their respec-
tive trail weekends’ Janita Byrne
said.

The artwork will be formed
with premade flowers as well as
those made at drop-in paper
flower making activities located at
each site during the Arts Trail.

Find out more about the Arts
Trail participants at:

treasuretrail.com.au/arts
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Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

Follow the Arts Trail
in October
QPRC Communications media release

Braidwood 1-2 October:
Studio Altenburg Braidwood Clayworks
V&M Artworx by Julie
The Braidwood Mens Shed Braidwood Regional Arts Group
Round the Bend Studio Lea Durie – Mud Dept.
Fyre Gallery Jennifer Boyes – Artist & Author 
Bungendore 8-9 October:
Suki & Hugh Gallery Bungendore Wood Works Gallery
Denison Cottage Antiques + Art Gallery Handmade jewellery 
Bungendore Fine Art Gallery X Gallery
Queanbeyan 15-16 October:
The Queanbeyan Hive Nullarbor Nights Knitwear 
The Queanbeyan Markets John Pierre Favre Exhibition
Art by Anders Queanbeyan Art Society
Archbold Design Bunker Arts Studio
Sculpture Studio Cheryl Hodges Botanical Art
Rusten House Art Centre Mat Curtis & Harriet Schwarzrock

Braidwood’s Round the Bend studio.
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The Australian Constitution has properly been
described as ‘the birth certificate of a nation’.
It also provides the basic rules for the govern-
ment of Australia. Indeed, the Constitution is
the fundamental law of Australia binding
everybody including the Commonwealth Par-
liament and the Parliament of each State.
 Accordingly, any action, including legislative
action, is invalid if it is contrary to the
 Constitution. 
Background

The Australian Constitution was passed as
part of a British Act of Parliament in 1900, and
took effect on 1 January 1901. A British Act
was necessary because before 1900 Australia
was merely a collection of self-governing

British colonies and ultimate power over those
colonies rested with the British Parliament. 

Before the Constitution came into effect, its
terms had been approved, with one small ex-
ception, by the people of the colonies of New
South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, Western
Australia, South Australia and Tasmania. 

During the course of this century, Australia
has become an independent nation, and the
character of the Constitution as the fundamen-
tal law of Australia is now seen as resting pre-
dominantly, not on its status as an Act of the
British Parliament, which no longer has any
power over Australia, but on the Australian
people’s decision to approve and be bound by
the terms of the Constitution. 

What has been judicially described as ‘the

sovereignty of the Australian people’ is also
recognised by section 128 which provides that
any change to the Constitution must be ap-
proved by the people of Australia. 

The Constitution itself is contained in clause
9 of the British Act. The first eight clauses are
commonly refered to as the ‘covering clauses’.
They contain mainly introductory, explanatory
and consequential provisions. 

For example, covering clause 2 provides
that references to ‘the Queen’ (meaning Queen
Victoria, who was British sovereign at the time
the British Act was enacted) shall include ref-
erences to Queen Victoria’s heirs and
 successors.

(Extracts from Australia’s Constitution, a pocket-sized
version published by the Government Publishing Service.)

of government, the English lan-
guage and the Ashes, wish her our
best, drop in anytime you’re pass-
ing, cheerio old girl and goodbye.
Change our Constitution to re-
move all references to the Crown
and make the Australian Courts
ultimately responsible for our
laws. Strip the Governor General
of any power to meddle in poli-
tics, maybe change the title to
chancellor or something; I reckon
president sounds to important.
Passenger: So what about the

flag and the head on the money?
Taxi Driver: Get rid of them.

Look, it’s no big deal taking the
Union Jack off our flag. Die hard
followers of St George probably
had kittens when they were told
that St Andrew’s cross was to go
on as well and God knows what
they felt when St Patrick jumped
on.

It’s not our own flag. It’s a flag
which symbolises a small outpost
of the British Empire under the
southern sky. It’s not relevant any-
more to have the Union Jack on
our flag but the rest of the flag is
just fine. I know some people will
think this disrespectful to Aus-
tralians who have died under our
current flag but it is not so. Many
countries of the world have up-
dated their flags for one reason or
another, there’s no harm in it. As
far as the money goes, we could
put the head of the Australian of
the Year on the coins for that year
or something like that.
Passenger: Thanks mate, I

think I’ll get off here.
2022 update: Look how far

we’ve come in nearly 25 years. If
now isn’t the right time to talk
about it — then when?

The recent Constitutional Con -
vention [1998] has at least got
people talking about the possibil-
ity of change. The following is an
exchange between two such peo-
ple in a Canberra taxi recently.
Taxi Driver: Where’ve you

been mate?
Passenger: Down at the consti-

tutional convention watching the
circus.
Taxi Driver: Stone the crows,

it sure was. All that time and
money spent and what do we get
for it? I mean, really if you look at
the way this country is governed
we are a republic already in every-
thing but name.
Passenger: What about the

Queen, she’s our head of state.
Taxi Driver: Sure mate, sure ...

but she doesn’t actually do any-
thing does she. No King or Queen
of England has had any say in the
running of Australia in nearly 100
years.
Passenger: Oh yeah, what

about the dismissal of Whitlam by
Kerr in 1975?
Taxi Driver: True mate, Kerr

was the ‘Queens representative’
and he did chuck out an elected
government, but it wasn’t the
Queen’s idea.

Whitlam got up the noses of the
Australian establishment, he chal-
lenged them to a duel and they
shot him. Kerr did what he was
told to do but it didn’t come from
Buckingham Palace.
Passenger: So you reckon we

shouldn’t become a republic?

Taxi Driver: Bloody oath we
should, like I said before though,
why make a big deal about it? We
are running as a republic already.
All we need to do is to cut the cord
to Britain officially and we’re on
our own.
Passenger: The monarchists

want to maintain our ties to
Britain and to keep our constitu-
tion as it is, what do you say to
them?
Taxi Driver: I say “Look

around you, the colony has grown
up. We don’t need overseers or
masters any more.” My family
didn’t come from Britain anyway,
and that goes for most of my sub-
urb, so ‘God save the Queen’ has
never brought a lump to any
throats in our street.
Passenger: I suppose we

should have a popularly elected
president then, eh, otherwise we’ll
just get another politician’s mate
in the job.
Taxi Driver: Ah, now that’s a

different matter. A president
elected directly by the people
sounds good in theory but how

would it actually work? I don’t
want to see the Governor General
replaced with a president who’s
got any real power. I reckon that’s
a recipe for disaster; you think of
all the people you know, whether
you like them or not, who have a
following great enough to win a
ballot for President of Australia.

Ray Martin? Mark Taylor?
Kylie Minogue? Pauline Hanson?
Edna Everage?

Would you want any of these
popular people having a say in the
running of the country? Bloody
hell, I wouldn’t!
Passenger: So you don’t want

a president?
Taxi Driver: Not one with any

power. We don’t need a Governor
because we’re not a prison any
more but we don’t need a presi-
dent either. I reckon what we need
is more a sort of doorman. Some-
one who looks good in a snazzy
uniform, meets visiting dignitaries
at the airport and escorts them to
reception.

I don’t mean to sound snobby,
but you’d have to have someone
who knows how to lay out the sil-
ver and chat up visiting digni-
taries, if you know what I mean.
You see, ‘the people’ might elect
a popular yobbo who’ll tell one of
our northern neighbours exactly
what we think of their political
system and then we’d all be
stuffed.
Passenger: So what’s your pre-

ferred model?
Taxi Driver: Let’s thank the

Queen for the Westminster system

So whose head goes on the money?
Paul Cockram wrote this story in Barkly News Pictorial published in Tennant Creek in 1998.

Kylie Minogue was reigning in 1998.

T H E  A U S T R A L I A N  C O N S I T U T I O N
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News trivia
How well have you
been paying attention?
n Queen Elizabeth II was
honoured at a State funeral
in Westminster Abbey this
week. When was the last
State funeral held in
England? (Bonus point:
whose funeral was it?)
n The death of a monarch
means a reshuffling of titles
and order of succession.
What is Prince William’s new
title?
n Who was the revered
Indigenous actor who died
last week?
n Which two teams will
meet in the AFL Grand Final
this week?
n The UCI World Road
Cycling Championships in
Wollongong this week have
been disrupted by what? 
n How much territory is
Ukraine said to have
recaptured from Russia in
the past week?
n The Barilaro job saga
continues to claim scalps.
Who is the latest to be
sacked?
n What is the name of the
new documentary about
David Bowie?
n What long-awaited
Braidwood project has
QPRC announced it will be
commencing?
n What’s the name of the
hurricane that flattened
Puerto Rico this week?

???

What a strange time we live in.
We no longer have a queen, but
now, a king. 

This feels weird to many people
of my generation who have only
ever known Queen Elizabeth II as
a figure on the global stage of pol-
itics. This means that Thursday,
22nd September will be a public
holiday, and while it is a one-off,
it gives us an appropriate time to
either mourn or say good rid-
dance— depending on which side
of the monarchist and republican
debate you are on.

But enough of that! On to
what’s on this fortnight in our
lovely town.
GIGS AND PERFORMANCES
The Year My Voice Broke stage

production is taking place this
weekend at the National Theatre
in Braidwood. To get tickets:
https://bit.ly/TheYearMyVoice
BrokeTickets

There will be two perform-
ances— one on Saturday 24th
September at 7pm, and the mati-
nee performance on Sunday 25th
September at 2pm.
“If they heard us talking, peo-

ple’d think we were mad.”
“Maybe we are. Or else every-

one else is.”
—  * — * — * —

At The End Of Our Street is a
production brought to you by the
wonderful folks at Rebus Theatre
Playback Ensemble; your stories
about your community and why
you love it. This is an interactive
theatre show that will fill your
heart and revive your soul. Book-
ings are free or a donation can be
made to the Braidwood Life Cen-
tre. 

This production will take place
on 9th October between 2-4pm at
the National Theatre. http://re
bustheatre.com/performances/pro
ject-alchemy-tour/

—  * — * — * —
Come—Together is on 8th and

9th October and invites us to ex-
plore and learn more about our
local history from different per-
spectives: from that of the Yuin
People, custodians and carers of
this country for tens of thousands
of years, and from that of the early
colonisers and their families,
many of whom remain as current
custodians and carers of the land
here. This event is sponsored by
the Two Fires Festival, but is not
an official Two Fires Festival
event. For more information,
please go to http://twofiresfesti
val.org.au 
GALLERY OPENINGS

This Is My Wyrd at Fyre
Gallery opens Friday 30th Sep-
tember at 5pm. This is an exhibi-
tion featuring local artists Lesley
Sykes, Pauline Webber, and Liza
Jane Wynne. 
MARKETS

The Ryrie Park Market is on
this Saturday from 8am.

—  * — * — * —
The Nerriga Produce Market is

on Sunday 2nd October in the
Nerriga Hall from 9 am..

—  * — * — * —
The Braidwood Farmer’s Mar-

ket is on Saturday 1st October
from 8:30 am in the National The-
atre.
AT THE CLUB

Gary’s Gap Year and Liz’s Long
Goodbye. Two long time, well-
loved employees of the Club are
leaving and they’re having a
farewell party on Friday 30th Sep-
tember from 6:30 pm. There will
be a sausage sizzle and live music
from 8 pm. RSVPs are helpful for
catering purposes. Please phone
the Club on 4842 2108.

—  * — * — * —
A Turkish Mosaic Lamp Work-

shop is happening on 24th Sep-
tember from 3pm. In this
workshop, you will make your
very own Turkish Mosaic Lamp to
take home, you will also get to
enjoy Turkish Tea and biscuits
while you create your lamp. Cost
of the workshop is $129 and in-
cludes all materials required to
make it.

—  * — * — * —
First Tuesdays, on 8th October

is a new community initiative for

those who have been feeling like
they’ve been socially-isolated.
This is a community lunch at the
Club for the first Tuesday of the
month, and is a really good initia-
tive organised by some wonderful
members of our community. For
the very low price of $10, you will
get a choice of five main dishes,
dessert, and tea and coffee, and
the chance to meet new people
and socialise with friends and ac-
quaintances. Transport is avail-
able, so please phone the Club on
4842 2108 if you require trans-
port.

—  * — * — * —
Line Dancing is on 7pm to 9pm

on Friday nights.
—  * — * — * —

Folk Dancing is on from
9:30am on Monday mornings, and
is free to attend.

—  * — * — * —
The Bridge Club meet weekly

on Tuesday afternoons from 1pm
to 4pm and is free to attend. Con-
tact Mrs Olive Royds on 4842
1732. New members without any
experience playing Bridge are
welcome to attend, and there is no
cost for playing.

—  * — * — * —
Wednesdays also see the Ladies

Exercise Group meet from 10am
to 11am, and is an informal way
to get fit and have fun. Free to at-
tend.

—  * — * — * —
Social bowls is on every

Wednesday at 12:45pm,1pm start. 
—  * — * — * —

Tai Chi is on Tuesdays from 10-
11 am. Irene Woodford will guide
you through it, and you can pay a
donation to attend.

—  * — * — * —
Erika’s Movement Classes are

on Sundays from 11 am and you
just need thick socks or flat shoes
and wear comfortable gear. $10
per class. For more info text Erika
on 0432 687 255

—  * — * — * —
Tango Dancing is on every

Tuesday from 5:45pm and is for
beginners, Wednesday evening
practical sessions from 5:30pm to
7:00pm, and Saturday morning
classes from 10:30am to 12pm,
with Chris Watkins and Erika
Mordek. $10 for classes, and
please contact Erika on 0432 687
255 for further information. 

—  * — * — * —

Answers:1. 1960 (Bonus:
Sir Winston Churchill); 2.
Prince of Wales; 3. Uncle
Jack Charles; 4. Geelong
and Sydney; 5. swooping
magpies; 6. 8,000 square
kilometres; 7. Amy Brown,
Head of Investment NSW; 8.
Moonage Daydream; 9. Re-
pair of Lascelles St; 10.
Fiona

WHAT’S HAPPENING

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty



Braidwood Uniting Church

Winning the Lottery
Yesterday I won the lottery. A

young dad under immense pres-
sure, asked me to call to his place.
I met Eddie, a four-month-old lit-
tle boy. It’s been a while since
have done something like this. I
even gave Eddie his bottle. 

Eddie and I got talking. I told
him that the world of his Mum
and Dad was just the beginning. I
told him that there was a world
full of people and that each culture
added mightily to the colour and
wonder of the whole. I told him
about the ancient people of this
land.

Eddie seemed to enjoy the dis-
cussion so I told him about the
universe. I told him about the
speed of light and how we are cur-
rently watching light that has
taken thirteen and half billion
years to reach our eyes. Eddie is
only four months old but I think
he’s attracted to either philosophy
or science. I can’t wait to hear
which path he takes.

Our eyes kept in prolonged en-
gagement and there were lots of
smiles. Eddie knew I wasn’t his
daddy but he thought I was an in-
teresting old guy and I was the
first to be telling him this impor-
tant stuff. 

I tried to explain quantum sci-
ence. It is a bit cheeky of me to
touch on such a subject because,
I’m embarassed to confess, I have
no training in science. But Eddie
is only four months old and he’ll
probably check any inaccuracies
later. I told him I’d read about

people working with the Hadron
Collider who were saying that
protons are made of components
that are each heavier than the pro-
ton of which they are a part. Eddie
brought up some milk at this stage
and I guess that’s fair. 

Yesterday I remembered how
precious life is. I remembered
how everything beautiful is more
present in hope than anything else.
Eddie was the embodiment of
promise. He hasn’t achieved much
yet - no degrees and no sporting
achievements - but how precious
is Eddie and how he arrested me,
causing me to hope for him and
his generation. 

Yesterday I won the lottery.
Rev Graham Long AM

were often sited beyond the city
gate.

Now we know of communities
in need far beyond our city limits.
Many people labour in sweat-
shops making clothing for rich
countries, have their forests de-
stroyed for foreign cups of coffee,
and watch the waters lap higher
on their islands for the sake of for-
eign consumer habits. The ques-
tion is: Do we see them and act?

—  * — * — * —
Congratulations to Josie, Reece,

Sam and Tyrone who last week-
end made their First Communion.

Last chance to buy tickets in the
“Help Ukrainians” raffle, being
conducted by the Goldsmith
Street Surgery in Goulburn.
Wendy Hart has the tickets if you
are interested.  It is being drawn in
November.

—  * — * — * —
Markets in Ryrie Park: 9am -

1pm Saturday 24 September 
Produce; Crafts; Plants; An-

tiques & Collectibles; Trash &
Treasure; Monthly Raffle – this
month the raffle prize is a non-
stick pasta pot and frypan set. Do-
nations of cooking etc gratefully
accepted at the Parish table. 

Enquiries to Jenni Miller on
0436 339293

—  * — * — * —
Weekend Mass time: Saturday

at 6.00pm (Vigil)
Weekday Mass: Tuesdays at

10am.

him “Do you tell your wife that
you love her?”

The man growled “I told her
when we got married that I loved
her – and if I ever changed my
mind, I’d let her know.”

Seriously, people know you
love them when you show them
and when you tell them.

When you lose a loved one, you
realise that relationships are much
more important than possessions.
We tend to forget that in our
scramble to get to the top of the
heap.

There is something about know-
ing you have a short time to live
that radically alters your perspec-
tive. It makes you want to fill
every precious moment with im-
portant words you have left unsaid
and important things you have
neglected to do.

Don’t let self-centredness  mas-
querading as ambition or religious
zeal stop you expressing your love
to the people in your life who
need to hear it.

Make that call. Send that email.
Buy those flowers. Say “I love
you.’ 

Most times, people don’t need
our opinions and solutions; when
we give them our love and sup-
port, they usually find their own
solutions.

Yes, it’s important to fulfil your
God-given assignment in life, but
not at the cost of the people who
really matter.

Three little words, people never
get tired of hearing are “I love
you.”It’s not complicated – it just
requires thought.

An extract from ‘The Word
for Today” a Christian Vision

Publication
—  * — * — * —

Our 10am worship service on
Sunday 24th September in St An-
drew’s Anglican Church, Elring-
ton St, Braidwood, will be lay
lead Morning Prayer with
Archdeacon Paul Davey coming
to preach.

Come, join us ... and experience
the love and friendship of our
church family.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Also on Tuesdays is a Squash
Competition during the evenings,
and bingo on every fortnight with
alternating times of 1pm and
6:30pm.
OTHER SOCIAL EVENTS

Snuggle n Sing is on Thursdays
from 9:30 - 10:30 am at BRAG.

This is a fun and relaxed time to
bond with your baby, to sing
songs and learn rhymes that can
soothe your child. For further in-
formation, please contact Alison
Coster on 0411 205 638 or email
her at alisoncoster@bigpond.com

—  * — * — * —
The St Vincent dePaul Society

meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to 1pm.

—  * — * — * —
Crafty or Not Crafty group meet

every Thursday morning at the
Anglican Parish Centre behind the
Anglican Church on Elrington St
from 11am to 12pm. All are wel-
come.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Quilters and Tex-

tiles meet every Wednesday down
at the Scout Hall from 10am on-
wards.

—  * — * — * —
Parkrun is on at the Braidwood

Showground every Saturday from
7:45 am for an 8 am start.

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

Remember to say I Love You
Hoping to save their relation-

ship, a woman dragged her hus-
band to see a counsellor.  During
the session, the counsellor asked

St Bede’s Parish

REFLECTION on the Gospel
of Luke 16:19-31
SEASON OF CREATION by
Nick Brodie

The parable of an unnamed rich
man and a poor man named
Lazarus challenges our globalised
world where actions in one coun-
try can so directly affect another.
Pointedly, the rich man remains as
anonymous as he is uncaring. 

He is a consumer of fine things.
He does not seek to harm Lazarus
as such; rather, the rich man sim-
ply fails to see the other person.
Even in Jesus’ time the story up-
ended a social focus on the rich
few and the unimportant rest. The
world ignores them, but God will
not.

Lazarus’ very name means one
God has helped. In later times, the
name’s significance endured and
framed part of what would now be
termed social welfare. ‘Lazaretti”
and ‘lazar houses’ were medieval
European terms for leper founda-
tions. In these were diseased peo-
ple, usually very poor, living apart
from the wider community. They



The greens at the Braidwood Golf
Club have been cored and sanded
with the assistance of a team of
volunteers. 

Greg Hart once again very gen-
erously lent his tractor to help
with this major annual event on
the course maintenance program
and Rodney Royds also lent his
two utes to help with the work.
Thanks to all those members who
turned up with shovels to assist.

The AGM was held after an Ex-
traordinary General Meeting dur-
ing which the members adopted
the revised Golf Club Constitu-
tion.

Elections were held for the
2022/2023 Committee executive
office bearers and general mem-
bers.

The following members were
elected unopposed:
n President: Keith Ferguson
n Vice-President: Rodney Royds
n Secretary: Debby Ferguson
n Treasurer: Andrew Clark
n Men’s Capn: Michael Toirkens
n Women’s Capn: Michelle Henry
n Publicity Officer: Margy Gardner
n Member: Donna Kuhn
n Member: Roger Hovey
n Member: Gordon Scott
n Member: Carmen Byrne

Grateful thanks to Debby Fer-
guson for her organisation and co-
ordination of the AGM and the
Extraordinary General Meeting
and also appreciative thanks to
Michelle Griggs and Anjali
Williams for the large amount of

photocopying. It was great to see
our members at both meetings and
we thank them for their atten-
dance. 

Results: Saturday September
17-Medley Canadian Foursomes:

Dick & Virginia Groot Obbink
Trophy. Many Thanks Virginia &
Dick for your generous sponsor-
ship.

Winners: Will Sanders &
Michael Toirkens nett 70.5

Runners Up: Spiro Agnew &
Michael Toirkens nett 72.4

3rd Place: Keith Ferguson &
Rodney Royds nett 72.6

4th Place: Donna Kuhn & Bren-
dan Sly nett 74.5

Men’s NTP 3/12: Will Sanders
Women’s NTP 3/12: Virginia

Groot Obbink
Ball Comp: Virginia & Dick

Groot Obbink, Margy Gardner &
Terry Hughes, Carmen Byrne &
Nick Fry, Barb Stuart & Gordon
Scott.
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Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and
local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

STOP PRESS

Braidwood’s Changing Times is
published by Artplan Graphics,
43 Wallace Street Braidwood 2622.
Editor: Robin Tennant-Wood
Layout/production: Paul Cockram
Contributions desperately welcome.

STAR TIMES

GOLF NEWS

Toomuchisnotenough
So it seems that in such a long
reign HM met nearly everybody.
I think I had a brush with royalty
as well. I was in the pet food
aisle at the IGA when I was star-
tled to hear a voice, “I say my
good commoner, we don’t seem
to be able to reach the corgi
cans. Might one be of service to
us and grab a couple?” Of course
I’m not sure it was HM; it was
pensioner day and there were
any number of small ladies with
plummy accents wearing head-
scarves and gumboots  wander-
ing the aisles. But she did leave
without paying and sped off in a
Range Rover sporting a bumper
sticker, ‘MY OTHER CAR’S A
CARRIAGE’.

Thesebodsareincharge
The F-35 is an astronomically ex-
pensive jet fighter that Australia
is buying from Lockheed Martin
for about the same outlay as we
would pay for a fully-functional
public transport system. But de-
livery has been delayed by the
discovery of a Chinese-made part
in the engine. Rest assured
though, this magnet used in F-35
turbomachine pumps, “does not
transmit information or harm the
integrity of the aircraft and there
are no performance, quality,
safety, or security risks associated
with this issue”. It turns out
there’s a bit of Chinese alloy in
the switch that is part of a relay
in the small auxillary motor that
fires up the jet engine.

Whenisitjustsuggestion
A new trend is emerging in jour-
nalism where the disclaimer,
“there is no suggestion that ...”
usually follows exactly that. “Mr
Gunfortha-Mainchance said that
at no time did he think anything
odd about punters bringing suit-
cases of used fifties in to ex-
change for poker chips. The
inquiry was told that millions of
dollars were laundered in this
way over a period of a decade.
There is no suggestion that any-
one mentioned in this story
knew anything about anything.”

Awarriorwithsenselost
Paul Dann from Mongarlowe
has died after a very comfortable
stint in the Braidwood MultiPur-
pose Service, or hospital if you
prefer. Paul will be forever re-
membered by this scribe as the
only person to tell a room full of
‘Transition Town’ event atten-
dees that they were dreaming.
“You didn’t come here by push-
bike,” he said. “I’ve got a push-
bike and I used to ride it to town
from Mongarlowe but I got sick
of environmentalists zooming
past in their four-wheel drives on
their way to Braidwood to get a
caffé latte. It’s the elephant in the
room. People are the problem.”

KINGS
HIGHWAY
RECEIVES
STATUS

UPGRADE 

Greens get a spring fling

Caption: Roger Hovey, Rodney Royds , Scott Gwinn, Michael Toirkens, John
Stahel, Allan Walcott, Tom Duffy, David Jones, Spiro Agnew and Steve Glenday.
Missing from the line-up, because he was taking the photo is Keith Ferguson.

The Redbacks host the final round
in the South Coast Rugby 10’s
competition this weekend and will
have our juniors and women’s
team playing games throughout
the program.

The carnival program will run

from 12am till around 5pm with
BBQ and refreshments.  Follow-
ing the carnival from 5:30pm
we’ll be getting together at the
Servicemans Club for celebra-
tions.

All supporters and friends
 welcome.

Redbacks gala rugby day at the Showground
(not the Rec) this Saturday from 12noon. 


