
With the state election a little over
two weeks away, voters in Monaro
have a choice of five candidates.
The incumbent, Nichole Overall,

is standing again for the Nationals
in the Legislative Assembly and
will be challenged by Labor’s
Steve Whan, the Greens’ Jenny
Goldie, James Holgate for the Sus-
tainable Australia Party and inde-
pendent, Andrew Thaler.
We will be electing members for

both the Legislative Assembly
(Lower House) and Legislative
Council (Upper House) under the
optional preferential system.
On the Legislative Assembly

ballot form, place a number 1 next

to the candidate of your choice.
You may, if you want, distribute
preferences but it is not mandatory
in state elections.
On the Legislative Council bal-

lot paper, either place a 1 above the
line for a group or number 1
through to 15 below the line for in-
dividual candidates.
Of interest to local voters this

year is the presence of Elizabeth
Farrelly as an Upper House candi-
date. Dr Farrelly is an architect, au-
thor and former columnist for the
Sydney Morning Heraldwho owns
property at Hereford Hall and di-
vides her time between here and
Sydney. She is leading a group of
independent candidates on a plat-

form of sustainable urban develop-
ment, climate action and affordable
housing.
None of the Lower House candi-

dates are strangers to the elec-
torate. Ms Overall was elected in
the by-election in February last
year after the resignation of former
Member, John Barilaro. 
Mr Whan was the Member for

Monaro from 2003-2011 and a
member of the upper house from
2011-2015. During his tenure he
was Minister for Primary Indus-
tries, Rural Affairs and Emergency
Services.
Jenny Goldie has formerly stood

for parliament for the Australian
Democrats, but has joined the
Greens to support their climate
policies. Ms Goldie’s professional
background is in science and jour-
nalism.
James Holgate stood for the Sus-

tainable Australia Party in Eden-
Monaro at the last federal election,
while Andrew Thaler has been a
serial candidate at both state and
federal levels since 2013.
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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
Wed 12° 21° 0%
Thur: 7° 22° 0%
Fri: 6° 26° 0%
Sat: 10° 27° 0%
Sun: 10° 24° 15%
Mon: 11° 18° 50%
Tue: 13° 23° 10%
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[above] James Holgate speaks, [below] timekeeper Sarah Leheny, moderator Rod McClure, Andrew Thaler, Steve Whan, Nichole Overall, James Holgate, and Gordon Waters on radio.



Work. We have a very narrow con-
cept of employment in our society,
defined less by what it entails than
by what it excludes.
According to a popularly held

view of work, a job requires both a
place of work and a source of in-
come. In order to be a useful mem-
ber of society, one must hold a
position of gainful employment
that can be easily defined via a job
description or title. 
Consider the case of Kendai, age

14. She lives in a traditional West
African village where there is no
running water or electricity. Every
morning Kendai wakes before
dawn and walks the 14-kilometre
round trip to the well, where she
draws enough water for her fam-
ily’s daily needs. She will repeat
the trip in the afternoon. 
Unlike her brothers, Kendai does

not attend school, instead, she
helps attend to her younger sib-
lings, clean the family compound,
gather firewood and prepare food
for the evening meal before repeat-
ing the trip to the well. After the
meal she cleans up and is in bed
shortly after dark in preparation to
repeat it all the next day.
Consider David, age 25. David

is a member of the US Army. He
lives in a bunker with other mem-
bers of his regiment beneath the
tomb of the unknown soldier in Ar-
lington National Cemetery, Vir-
ginia. Over a 24-hour period David
spends eight one-hour shifts as a
sentinel at the tomb, where he
marches precisely 21 paces before
turning and marching back. When
not on duty, David and his com-
rades study the history of the Ar-
lington Cemetery and clean their
weapons and ceremonial uniform.
According to the economic ver-

sion of work, David works; Kendai
does not.
Work that is performed in serv-

When artist and feminist scholar,
Suzanne Bellamy, died last year,
her Mongarlowe studio contained
a wealth of art works that are now
being made available for collectors
and the public.
As an executor of Bellamy’s art

estate, Director of fYRE Gallery,
Cheryl Hannah, has curated an ex-
hibition of the work at fYRE
Gallery. 
One of the intentions of the es-

tate is to sell, and create a second-
ary market for Bellamy’s work.
While she was a prodigious worker
and her work is well-known within
university and institutional con-
texts, her work has never reached
a wide market. She held only three
commercial exhibitions in her life-
time.
Bellamy was one of the world’s

foremost scholars of Virginia
Woolf. Her PhD thesis on Woolf
won a major award as the best Aus-
tralian thesis in literature. The ex-
ecutor of her literary estate, author

and publisher Susan Hawthorne,
describes her as “a giant intellect
and artist and like so many women
before her has rarely been noticed
by the mainstream.” It is this
process of getting her artwork into
the mainstream that is now the task
of Cheryl Hannah.

“This is the challenging part,”
Ms Hannah said. “Part of the
difficulty of Suzanne is the
vast scope of her work.
She could never be put

into a specific box.”
The works on display at fYRE

include prints, paintings, ceramics
and multimedia works. She was
fascinated by the Dadaists, and
there are several assemblages
based on the Dada style, created
from found or discarded objects.
The exhibition also encompasses

the breadth of Bellamy’s career,
from her early works through to
paintings completed in the final
weeks of her life.
Creating the secondary market

for her work entails works being
sold twice. To that end, Ms Hannah
is asking for anyone who owns a
Bellamy work and is interested in
selling, to contact her. The works
will then be listed on artsy.net, a
worldwide art market, and then
sold to the broader art world.
The aim is to sell as much of

Bellamy’s work as possible, with
all the money going back into her
estate. It was Bellamy’s wish that
the money be used to create a bur-
sary for an emerging female artist.
The Bellamy In Memoriam ex-

hibition is open at fYRE Gallery
until 19 March.
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ice to a family or community but
without remuneration has long
been discarded by economists as
having no value. Those who work
in areas where their output, while
it might be acclaimed, is not re-
warded with commensurate finan-
cial gain, are similarly dismissed.
Yet, how can society function
without those who work voluntar-
ily in its service?

Our society has become so
enslaved to the concept of
‘work’, that it has become a
badge of honour to work

over and beyond that
for which one is paid. 

Moreover, employers have
begun to expect that employees
will put in extra hours. The case of
Sally Rugg, who worked in the of-
fice of Kooyong MP, Monique
Ryan, is a case in point. Ms Rugg
is bringing a case against her for-
mer employer on the basis that she
was required to work much longer
hours than her job description in-
dicated.
Being an economic actor, that is,

holding a remunerative position, is
good for our mental and physical
health as well as our livelihood.
People need to work. We need to
be useful. But we also need to
recognise the value of those who
choose to work for little or no
monetary reward. Artists, home-
based carers, community volun-
teers, itinerant or casual workers
and non-professional sportspeople
are as – if not more – important to
our social functionality than the
corporate barons raking in the
 millions. 

EDITORIAL Robin Tennant Wood 

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING
RJ & KA Whiteman

• Light tree work  • Wood chipping
• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire

Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Yeah … but what’s
your real job?

Celebration of a life in art
Robin Tennant Wood

Iona Harris, Tanya Lamont and Alison Alder at the opening.

Author Biff  Ward with Cheryl Hannah.



It was fantastic to see the commu-
nity come together for the opening
of the much-anticipated Braid-
wood skate park recently. 
I know lots of locals had been

pushing to see this facility come to
life for a long time. I’d like to
thank Annie Duke, president of the
Braidwood Youth Performing Arts
Association (BYPAA), for her tire-
less work in leading the successful
delivery of the skate park. 
Working with the Braidwood

Community Association’s presi-
dent Sue Murray, Catherine Bell
from the BYPAA, and Council
staff, Annie was vital in securing
and seeing through this awesome
community asset. Thanks to her
leadership skills, Annie has helped
create a community space that adds
to the social, recreational, and eco-
nomic value of Braidwood. 
The demonstrations and lessons

from Songlines and Trilogy skate
teams were inspiring and there are

certainly some talented skaters in
our community. I’m not much of a
skater myself since I had a bit of a
stack after my first and only time
dropping in when I was younger
— I haven’t had the courage to
give it another go after that. 
The Braidwood Skate Park has

been funded under the Bushfire
Local Economic Recovery Fund,
co-funded by the Australian and
NSW governments. Thank you
also to Veolia Mulwaree Trust,
Uniting Church, Lions Club, Com-
munity Bank, and the Quilters for
their funding contributions. 

—  * — * — * —
The work to upgrade Lascelles

Street is approaching completion.
The program has been impacted by
wet weather, undermining of ve-
randah posts and the need to re-
move unexpected rock. These
issues have been resolved and
work is progressing. 
So far, new stormwater pits and

pipes have been installed, the ma-
jority of new driveways and kerb
and gutter has been replaced, and
bulk earthworks for the new road
pavement have been completed.
Still to come is the completion of
driveways and kerb and gutter
works, final road pavement and
sealing works, installation of foot-
paths, planting of street trees, line-
marking, and signage. 
Council is working with the con-

tractor to finish the remaining
works as soon as possible, noting
that the inconvenience to local res-
idents and businesses has gone for
longer than originally anticipated.
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FROM THE QPRC MAYOR’S DESK

Kenrick Winchester QPRC mayor.

“Who hasn’t got scissors?” cries Annie Duke moments before the ribbon cutting.

The Braidwood Branch of the New
South Wales CWA is part of a pilot
program setting a new direction
for rural communities.
Funded by the state government

through the office of Bronnie Tay-
lor MP, Minister for Health, Rural
Health and Women, five CWA
branches across the state are tri-
alling a co-working space program.
Treasurer of the Braidwood

Branch, Kerrin Glover, is part of
the working group looking at the
viability of the program, setting up
the pilot and reporting directly to
the state project manager.

“This is a new direction for us,”
Ms Glover said. “It’s about rural

connectivity and providing
options and flexibility for rural

people. We’re trailblazers!”
The co-working space arrange-

ment will provide flexible working
space and infrastructure for both
local residents and travellers.
Workstations will be provided

with computers or space for people
to bring their own computers. In-
ternet access and meeting space
will also be provided.
The government funding will

provide the set-up: furniture and
technology including audio-visual
equipment and printers.

Looking ahead, Ms Glover says
that they’re hoping to provide
training sessions or assistance for
people who need or want to extend
their computer skills. “The CWA is
a logical choice for providing this
initiative,” Ms Glover said. “Every
town has a branch and CWA mem-
bers are local women who know
the individual requirements of their
communities. Every community is
different, and they all have differ-
ent needs.”
The Braidwood Branch is also

looking to work with other com-
munity groups to enhance access
for seniors to technology.
Braidwood Branch President,

Margaret Shea, said she’s looking
forward to being able to provide
this technology. 
“It’s a new way of nurturing

work and helping workers in our
community,” she said.
The CWA is keen to receive

feedback from community mem-
bers about what they would like to
see in a co-working space and how
to best utilise the resource in our
town.
For further information about

this project or to discuss options,
contact the Braidwood Branch
Treasurer, kerrin.glover@gmail
.com

Braidwood CWA pilots
a new direction
Robin Tennant Wood

Braidwood CWA Secretary Debbie Paterson, President Margaret Shea and
Treasurer Kerrin Glover.



We are told that the economy is
growing and that growth benefits
us all, yet so many people are ex-
periencing declining economic ca-
pacity and social wellbeing.  
One possible complementary ac-

tivity that many communities have

world and members trade a diverse
range of products and services.
There is no one blueprint for a
local exchange system which is
why they are such successful vehi-
cles for localisation and sustain-
ability.  In today’s global economy

While many VIEW ladies enjoyed
the recent barefoot bowls compe-
tition, our February Evening
VIEW club meeting was an infor-
mal catch up and dinner at the
club. 
Thanks to Gay, our Program Of-

ficer who organiSed and hosted the
evening. I believe those who at-
tended thoroughly enjoyed them-
selves and might I add those who
joined in for the barefoot bowls
competition also had a great time.  
It was wonderful to see 20 mem-

bers attend our AGM and dinner,
held at the Braidwood Services
Club on Thursday 2rd March.  
There was lots of chatter about

recent holidays and new grandchil-
dren arriving before the outgoing,
however hard-working committee
were thanked for the successful,
fun year we had all shared. 

Due to unforeseen circum-
stances, our National Advisor for
Area AA June Weise was unable to
attend. So on behalf of the VIEW
ladies, I wish to thank Neil White,
who was able to assist with the
election process at the last minute. 
2023 Braidwood Evening VIEW
club Committee election:  
President / Delegate - Ros,
VP/ Secretary – Charmian, 
Treasurer – Lois, 
Assnt Secretary / Treasurer – Lyn, 
Program Officer – Gay, 
Publicity Officer – Vicki, 
Committee members – Kerri and
Maurene.  
A huge thanks ladies for accept-

ing these positions. 
We also wish to welcome two

new members this year, Joanne and
Cheryl.  
Despite all the fun during 2022

the Braidwood Evening VIEW
club raised $3000 for The Smith
Family’s programs supporting
young Australian people achieve
positive educational outcomes.
Well done ladies this was certainly
well received. 
VIEW has 300 clubs around

Australia involving some 15,000
women from all walks of life,
through their networks in local
communities. 
VIEW members help to spread

the message about disadvantage in
Australia and the importance of
long-term education support in
helping a child break the cycle of
disadvantage. 
Braidwood Evening VIEW Club

meets at 6.30pm on the first Thurs-
day of the month at the Braidwood
Services Club. If you’re interested
in joining our supportive, fun
Evening VIEW club this year
please give our President Ros Bul-
loch a call on 043 789 5276.
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decentralised regional currencies
are and important counterforce to
support localisation and economic
equity.
Instead of money CES use ‘com-

munity credits’ and people earn
credits by providing a service and
spend their credits locally on what-
ever is offered by others in the
scheme. There is no time limit on
how soon the debit may be offered
back. 
A trading currency would be

agreed, for example, in our area,
Waratah, could be the trading cur-
rency for say the embodied value
in an item or service or the labour
exchange in creating the item for
trade. A directory is created and
updated monthly of offers and
wants and people connect and
arrange to trade.
I am sharing this as I think it

would be most helpful to begin
such a Local Exchange scheme in
Braidwood and surrounds. We
would need a computer software
system created to facilitate the ad-
ministration necessary for entries
to be made,  and newsletters of of-
fers and wants to be circulated.
The administrator doing this would
earn an amount of Waratahs and
use these to purchase services and
trade. I have been involved myself
in three such schemes, in Sydney,
Blue Mountains and in Perth.
There are resources freely offered
to facilitate the local setting up.
Is anyone interested to explore

and set up a Local Exchange
Scheme here?

Community Exchange Schemes,
sustainability and local currencies
Maria Bakas Booker

turned to is local Community Ex-
change Systems (CES).  They are
local community based networks
in which people exchange goods
and services with minimal use of
money. There are many models of
Exchange schemes throughout the

VIEW CLUB NEWS Vicki Walcott

Committee members: Lois, Gay, Maurene, Vicki, Lyn, Ros and Kerri.



In a broad-ranging radio interview
with Bill Waterhouse on Monday
night, Labor’s candidate for
Monaro, Steve Whan, explained
why he’s decided to stand for elec-
tion again.
Since leaving politics as a Mem-

ber of the Legislative Council in
2015, Whan’s career has added to
his credentials as a rural politician.
He worked as a managed in
tourism for the Australian Cham-
ber of Commerce before taking on
the role of CEO of the National Ir-
rigators’ Council.
“I learnt a lot about the Murray

Darling Basin Plan while I was
there,” he told Waterhouse and lis-
teners, “and while that’s not di-
rectly relevant to this area, it
certainly highlights a lot of the is-
sues our regional farmers are fac-
ing.”
He is also now a member of a

superannuation board, a director of
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Limited
and a member of the WaterTrust

Australia advisory committee.
He said when opposition leader,

Chris Minns, phoned him to ask
him if he’d consider standing
again, “Chris was talking about all
the things I’m still passionate
about in this region: long term
projects that won’t disappear when
the government changes.
“Things like retaining our teach-

ers and nurses. The future of New
South Wales needs to be built on a
highly educated and highly skilled
population and I’m keen to make a
contribution to regional policy that
endures. It’s not about going
around the electorate with a big
cheque. It’s about responding to
local needs for long term solu-
tions.”
When Whan first won the seat of

Monaro in 2003, he was in his 30s
and had a young family. His
daughter is now a high school
teacher in Queanbeyan at the same
school both Whan’s children at-
tended. While a passionate advo-

cate for education, he is highly crit-
ical of the government’s approach
to the Bungendore High School,
but more so that the government
‘turned the community of Bungen-
dore against itself’. 
“The site of the high school is

not adequate to cope with a grow-
ing population and the Bungendore
pool will be closed for up to two
years. We need to know what the
process was in site selection,” he

said. “I will never forgive this gov-
ernment for dividing that commu-
nity.”
Now in his 50s with the experi-

ence of over a decade in politics
and a varied professional post-
politics career behind him, Whan
still keeps fit by swimming and
 cycling. Somehow he’s found the
time (and energy) to do “bike
packing” and cycle the length 
of Tasmania and of Victoria.
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There is a special singing event
being organised for 21st March at
Parliament House. 
Women and men are invited

to join a people’s chorus to mark

the 20th anniversary of a signifi-
cant singing event in 2003.
Turning Lament to Renewal 
On 18 March 2003, A Chorus of
Women was born when a ‘flash

The Lament was sung in the
foyer of Parliament House as John
Howard rose in the Chamber to an-
nounce Australia was joining the
invasion of Iraq. This group of
women who had never sung to-
gether before became a national
and international media event
when the ABC 7.30 Report that
night led their report about the Iraq
War with their singing.
The words of Lament were later

written into Hansard and the story
has been included in accounts of
Australian democracy at work.
More recently, the Lament has
been sung to express grief for the
destructive impacts of climate
change. 
Twenty years on, the Chorus is

still singing up public wisdom, in
original songs, major productions
and civic conversations, giving
voice to the longings that we all
share but which are rarely ex-
pressed in our public discourse. 
A Chorus of Women plans to re-

turn to Parliament House at
12.30pm on Tuesday 21 March,
with permission this time, to sing
the Lament again. They will add a
new verse and invite politicians,
men and women to join a People’s
Chorus to make a promise to the

Earth and to future generations.   
This is a call out to the Canberra

singing community, women and
men, to join in to make this a truly
inspirational occasion. 
Musical inquiries/ further infor-

mation: Johanna McBride 
johanna@incanberra.com.au
www.chorusofwomen.org

Steve’s still got the
passion for Monaro
Robin Tennant-Wood

A Chorus of  Women
Story compiled by Kirsten Hulse

Steve Whan and Bill Waterhouse discuss ‘Hot Topics’ on 2BRW 88.9FM.

Glenda Cloughley and the Chorus.

mob’ of 150 Can-
berra women sang a
Lament for the peo-
ple of Iraq, written
just four days earlier
by Glenda Cloughley
(words) and Judith
Clingan (music). Singing September 2010 in Old Parliament House.



Two works by Braidwood artist,
John R Walker, has been acquired
by the National Gallery of Aus-
tralia.
The works are a painting, Eagle

Spirit Vathiwarta I, and the related
Vathiwarta Chinese concertina
drawing book, both of which were
exhibited at Walker’s 2022 exhibi-
tion, Deep Time Painting at Utopia
Gallery. The painting was a finalist
in last year’s Wynne Prize, an an-
nual award for landscape works,
held in conjunction with the

Braidwood Central School (BCS)
has once again recorded outstand-
ing results at the Royal Canberra
Show with Year 12 student,
Nathan Hindmarsh, topping the
Junior Judging Competition.
The Judging Competition re-

quires competitors to showcase
their knowledge about cattle. It not
only requires good speaking skills
but an in-depth knowledge of beef
cattle assessment such as structural
soundness, fat and muscle scores. 
The competitor must then rank

the cattle from first to fourth in
three different pens and justify
their ranking to the judges.
Judge, Anita Wynberg, from

Right Time Farms, Cowra, said
Nathan Hindmarsh’s overall accu-
racy of comments was excellent.
“He had a score of 144 out of

150 after his cattle classes which
put him at the top of the field and
then he spoke very well,” she said.
Nathan followed up with Re-

serve Champion in the highly
 competitive Open Paraders Com-
petition. In this competition, com-
petitors must highlight the best
attributes of the steer to the judges.
It requires the washing, clipping
and drying of the animal before
parading.
Nathan received the Jason

Southwell award which provides

entry to the Tocal Beef Assessment
clinic.
It is a big win for both Nathan

and BCS. He has competed in var-
ious local shows with BCS over
the past five years. This win is his
best result to date.
Nathan said “Agriculture is a

very popular subject at BCS and
we have great teachers and re-
sources to develop our skills.” A
total of seventeen students repre-
sented BCS at the Royal Canberra
Show staying overnight with very
early starts on both days.
BCS was highly competitive

across all age groups, with Olivia
Erland Reserve Champion in 17-
18 years Junior Judging and Emily
Jeffery Reserve Champion for 14
years Junior judging. The school
heifer ‘Adele’ even shared in the
School’s success coming second in
her weight class for the ‘open hook
class’. The students faced stiff
competition from other competing
high schools in NSW.
BCS Agriculture Teacher, Mr

Ben Rayner said “BCS is up
against much larger high schools
from centres such as Dubbo, Coon-
amble, Forbes and Crookwell. The

students displayed a level of pro-
fessionalism beyond their years
and were fantastic representatives
of BCS. The school continues to
excel each year.”
BCS is now preparing to test the

talents of its students at 2023 The
Sydney Royal Easter Show.
Mr Rayner said “Our confidence

levels are now sky high and we
look forward to competing at the
highest level in Sydney.” BCS
Principal Ms Nerida Mosely con-
gratulated students and teachers.
Ms Mosely said “The results are

outstanding. Students and teachers
worked extremely hard in the lead
up to the Royal Canberra Show.
BCS is extremely proud of the
achievements and we look forward
to competing at the 2023 Royal
Easter show in Sydney.”
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Archibald Prize.
Walker said, “I am immensely

grateful to the Director, Nick
Mitzevich, Head of Australian Art,
Dr Deborah Hart and the NGA
Council for bringing these works
into the NGA’s collection of Aus-
tralian art.”
A thematic exhibition of

Walker’s recent works will be
shown at the North Gallery of the
Orange Regional Gallery, opening
4 November 2023 through to 14
January 2024.

National Gallery
honour for Walker
Robin Tennant Wood

John R Walker with Eagle Spirit, Vathiwarta Photo: Anne Sanders)

B CENTRAL SCHOOL NEWS

Wins at Canberra Show
Nathan Hindmarsh with judges at Royal Canberra Show,

Debating success for BCS

11/12 debating team  — Georgie, Nelson, Eric and Scarlett.

Braidwood Central School Year
11/12 debating team who recently
won their debate against Goulburn

High School. It was an amazing ef-
fort for the first debate of the year.
Well done team!

Abigail Crerar



Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

For a full listing go to braidwoodradio.com.au

Monday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
11:00am - Space Nuts (Space News)
1:00pm – Flashback Featured Artist with Rob
4:00pm – Book Reading with Rod
5:00pm – The Andy Show
7:00pm - Hot Topics with Bill Waterhouse
9:00pm – Aussie Music Weekly
  
Tuesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am - The Andy Breakfast Show
10:00am - 1st Tue of Month - Our Farm with Frank
11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod,Bill & Vera
6.30pm – Real World Gardener
7:00pm – Crap from the past
9:30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy      
Wednesday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
3.00pm - The Conga Line with Billy Bob
6:00pm – Woodsongs Old Time Radio
7:00pm – Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill
9:00pm - An Audience with the Pope

Thursday
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am - Billy Bob at Breakfast
10:00am – From the Archives with Gavin
3:00pm – The Hot 30
8:00pm – 80’s Pop Playlist with Rob

Friday 
5:00am – Good Morning Country
7:00am - Martin’s Morning Mix
11:00am - The Chill (90’s to now)
1:00pm - Step Back in Time (Pop Culture)
3:00pm – The Greenhouse with Violet
5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown

Saturday
9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger
12:00 – Paul’s Powerzone
1:00pm – A bit of this and that with Gavin
4:00pm – Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
6:00pm – Saturday Night Gold

Sunday
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
7:00pm - The Mechie Show (Prog Rock)
9:00pm - Bluesbeat
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6:00pm – Woodsongs Old Time Radio
3.00pm - The Conga Line with Billy Bob
1:00pm - Flashback With Rob
7:00am – Martin’s Morning Mix
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Wednesday

9:30pm - Hot Sweet & Jazzy
7:00pm – Crap from the past
6.30pm – Real World Gardener
3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod,Bill & Vera
2:00pm - A Breath Of Fresh Air
11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin

 - Our Farm with Frank1st Tue of Month10:00am - 
7:00am - The Andy Breakfast Show
5:00am – Good Morning Country

  

      

8:00pm – 80’s Pop Playlist with Rob
3:00pm – The Hot 30

From the Archives with Gavin10:00am – 
7:00am - Billy Bob at Breakfast
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Thursday

7:00pm – Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill

3.00pm - The Conga Line with Billy Bob

3:00pm – Bunkum, Faves & Raves with Rod,Bill & Vera

11:00am - Tuesday Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin
 - Our Farm with Frank

  

      

8:00pm – 80’s Pop Playlist with Rob

From the Archives with Gavin

  

      

9:00pm - Bluesbeat
(Prog Rock)7:00pm - The Mechie Show 

6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 
Sunday

5:00pm - The Atomic Countdown
3:00pm – The Greenhouse with Violet

(Pop Culture)1:00pm - Step Back in Time 
(90’s to now)11:00am - The Chill 

7:00am - Martin’s Morning Mix
5:00am – Good Morning Country
Friday 

 full listing go to braFor a

  

      

6:00pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood
3:00pm – Birds on a Wireless with Julie & Vera
10:00am  - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin
8:00am - Exploring the Classics with Barbara 

6:00pm – Saturday Night Gold
Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin4:00pm – 
A bit of this and that with Gavin1:00pm – 

12:00 – Paul’s Powerzone
9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger
Saturday

3:00pm – The Greenhouse with Violet
(Pop Culture)

dio.com.auidwoodra full listing go to bra

  

      

Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin
A bit of this and that with Gavin

9:00am – Mornings with Gavin & Roger

dio.com.au

Plant of the month • Cut flower stems to the ground
after flowering

• Fully frost hardy
• Propagate from division or soft

wood cuttings in spring 
What to do in the garden for
March
• Prepare areas for spring bulbs
• Continue tying Dahlias
• Dead head annuals and perenni-
als as flowers fade

• Overgrown perennials can be di-
vided

• Sow sweet Peas
• Plant or move evergreen shrubs
now before cooler weather

• Feed roses for good autumn
blooms

• Prune Jasmines and late flower-
ing Clematis

• Remove dead wood from decid-
uous shrubs and Roses

• Plant Asian Greens, Broccoli,
Cabbage and Cauliflower

• Remove finished vegetable crops
and compost

• Pick up any fallen fruit and dis-
pose of if diseased.

GARDENING Kate Chinnock 

Aster Novi-belgii

(Michaelmas daisy)

• Native to E North America
• Perennial sub – shrub growing to

1.2 m
• Flowering in late summer in

clumps 
• Flowers come in blue, pink, white

and mauve
• Prefers sun or part shade in well

drained enriched soil

This International Women’s Day, 8
March 2023, join UN Women and
the United Nations in celebrating
under the theme DigitALL: Inno-
vation and technology for gender
equality.
Women make up only 22 per

cent of artificial intelligence work-
ers globally. 
A global analysis of 133 artifi-

cial intelligence (AI) systems
across industries found that 44.2
per cent demonstrate gender bias.  
A survey of women journalists

from 125 countries found that 73
per cent had suffered online vio-
lence in the course of their work.  
From the earliest days of com-

puting to the present age of virtual
reality and artificial intelligence,
women have made untold contri-
butions to the digital world in
which we increasingly live. Their
accomplishments have been
against all odds, in a field that has
historically neither welcomed nor
appreciated them.  
Today, a persistent gender gap in

digital access keeps women from
unlocking technology’s full poten-
tial. Their underrepresentation in

STEM education and careers re-
mains a major barrier to their par-
ticipation in tech design and
governance. And the pervasive
threat of online gender-based vio-
lence—coupled with a lack of legal
recourse—too often forces them
out of the digital spaces they do oc-
cupy.  
At the same time, digital tech-

nology is opening new doors for
the global empowerment of
women, girls and other marginal-
ized groups. From gender-respon-
sive digital learning to tech-
facilitated sexual and reproductive
healthcare, the digital age repre-
sents an unprecedented opportu-
nity to eliminate all forms of
disparity and inequality.   
This 8 March, we are calling on

governments, activists and the pri-
vate sector alike to power on in
their efforts to make the digital
world safer, more inclusive and
more equitable. Facing a multiplic-
ity of global crises, we have a
chance to create a better future—
not just for women and girls, but
for all humanity and all life on
Earth. Join us. 

Digital equality:
IWD theme for 2023
From the United Nations Women’s Organisation
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We lived next door to a witch. I’m
not joking.....a real witch. 
How do I know she was a witch?

Well for starters, my elder siblings
told me and they were just as
scared of her as us younger mem-
bers of the family. Besides, there
was no reason to make any of it up
because who really wants to live
next door to a witch? I have no
doubt a private investigator like
Kojac or even Colombo would
come to the same conclusion be-
cause the evidence was just over-
whelming.
FACT ONE: Her name was
Micky. In a neighbourhood full of
Beryls, Shirleys, Sheilas, Joans
and Paulines, the name Micky just

FACT THREE: She never left her
house. Even though we owned the
corner store, she never ventured
in..... not once. It was pretty obvi-
ous she did not need food to live.
FACT FOUR: She kept an im-
maculate garden. Our father used
to curse at the mere mention of
gardening and actually cemented
the whole of our backyard so that
he did not have to mow the lawns.
It therefore made perfect sense that
she was growing a garden full of
curses. 

There were all sorts of weird
and multi coloured flowers in
the front yard and I swear she

used to whisper to some of the
more exotic ones. 

From the vantage point of our
garage roof we spied her working
amongst all these vines and green-
ery in the backyard and she seemed
to like digging all the dead stuff
into her compost heap with just a
little too much enthusiasm for our
liking.
FACT FIVE: This fact is the most
startling. She was a trained
butcher. Yes, that’s right a woman
who was a butcher. In fact, she was
the first female butcher in all of
New South Wales. I’ve never met
another female butcher so it’s
probably safe to say she is the only
female butcher in the world....well
at least in the Southern Hemi-
sphere.
FACT SIX: This fact links to
FACT FIVE and if you are a child
I suggest you stop reading now.
She used her butchering skills to
chop up children......that’s right,
CHILDREN. No child was ever
seen to go into her house and cer-
tainly no child ever came out (ex-
cept once, as per FACT SEVEN
below). When a child went missing
in our town once we heard butcher-
ing sounds from her garage. It was
pretty damning evidence.
FACT SEVEN: She was Scottish
and that was very, very rare in our
neighbourhood. It could only mean
she was banished from Scotland
and was trying to blend in with us.
However, she still kept some Scot-
tish traditions and one was to have
a fair headed young person walk
through her house on New Year’s
Day. 
In her conniving way, she con-
vinced our parents to lend ..... yes
lend..... one of us kids to her, to
walk through her house come New
Year’s Day. It apparently brought
good luck for the coming year.
Good luck indeed! Well that agree-

ment spoilt Christmas, as we knew
it would be the last one for one of
us kids. Unfortunately, there was
not enough of Mum’s black hair
dye for the youngest member of
the family and he became the of-
fered sacrifice.
I swear the Witch cackled as she

guided him to her front door of
death and I reckon it was only the
fact we had organised thirty other
neighbourhood kids to arrive on
their dragstars to observe, that her
plan failed.
The youngest did survive to let

us know there was a room in the
house where a child used to sleep.
It was obvious the room was a
holding pen for captured children
before taking them to the back
shed to chop them up, burn them in
the incinerator and then furiously
dig the ashes in to her compost
heap.
FACT EIGHT: None of us played
cricket for Australia. Our games of
backyard cricket would come to a
sudden end if the ball was hit over
the fence. Retrieving the ball was
as good as a death wish as our sis-
ter discovered when the witch put
a curse on her lattice brick fence
and it came tumbling down on her. 
As a consequence, we all batted

like Geoffrey Boycott and only be-
came good at blocking or scoring
singles. Inspired by the television
program Hogan’s Heroes, we did
address this dilemma later by con-
structing a series of tunnels to re-
trieve the ball, but by that stage, the
Chappell Brothers had secured our
spots in the national side.
FACT NINE: The similarities
with Boo Radley from To Kill A
Mocking Bird were undeniable. I
was reading this novel at school
and even though Boo was male he
was just as creepy and mysterious
as our witch. It confirmed these
types of people existed in small
country towns on the other side of
the world as well.
FACT TEN: She regularly won
the prize for biggest home grown
pumpkin at the Goulburn Show.
Although our backyard was only
metres away, we could only grow
weeds. It was obvious chopped up
kids, incinerated and added to her
compost heap were the secret of
her success.
CASE CLOSED.
You don’t need Agatha

Christie’s Hercule Poirot to con-
firm the obvious. We lived next
door to a witch.

did not fit in. The addition of a ‘y’
to her name did nothing to soften
or feminise it, and anyway, if you
turned the ‘M’ upside down her
name starts to look a lot like......
well I’m sure you get the picture.
FACT TWO: She was over one
hundred and fifty years of age.
When we moved into our house
she was old, and wrinkly. She was
even much older than our grandfa-
ther and he was the oldest person
we ever knew and when he died
she just kept..... well she just kept
living. Even more worrying was
the fact she kept looking exactly
the same even when our father’s
hair started thinning and our
mother began dyeing hers.

We
lived
next
door
to
a
Witch
John Longhurst

Currockbilly
Mountain Nursery
Local native plants

4 landscaping 4 windbreaks 4 shelter belts

4842 8014    0427 456 718
Call Richard Stone



BYPASS
MONDAY
break into the pool,
throw rocks at masonic lodge,
hide in the shadows 
of steeples that cut deep 
across the sky.
TUESDAY
climb the tarp above the playground,
see shadows trapped in amber streetlight
the trucks shining slowly over
low, dark hills
where the bypass, freshly built
hacks the town
from the world.
WEDNESDAY
you say you hate this place
and I hear you loud and clear, or —
I think I do.
the town is parched of traffic.
main street shuffles, 
and sighs.
THURSDAY
it’s dying, you tell me,
it’s dead.
but your mum won’t let
you leave.
FRIDAY
you point to the horizon,
where the road promises
to meet the sea
saying: you’ll visit me, right?

SATURDAY
yard empty
your mum 
won’t answer
the door.
SUNDAY
don’t want to
talk

about                 
it.

MONDAY/TUESDAY/WEDNESDAY/THU
RSDAY/FRIDAY/SATURDAY/SUNDAY
MONDAY/TUESDAY/WEDNESDAY/THU
RSDAY/FRIDAY/SATURDAY/SUNDAY

MONDAY
someone has scratched your plaque 
on the bench 
overlooking 
the river we’d play in —
that desperate little creek.
I trudge against the bank,
reopening dry mud 
like blood 
from a scraped wound.
TUESDAY
houses like nubs of bone,
sinking in carrion waste.
now, it’s — well.
there’s something churning
under the skin 
of the town.

WEDNESDAY
the grass is still flat
where your Mum’s car had been
but slowly 
(and I only notice because I loiter)
slowly, it stands up.
THURSDAY
the bypass belts fat
through the paddocks,
a hot concrete smear,
a tourniquet that skirts the streets
diverts the drivers, the trucks,
the anyone, really — elsewhere.
FRIDAY
you were always a shit driver.
I see the skidmarks
and close my eyes.
SATURDAY
I trace your spinning path
across the road
to where the world ends
completely.
SUNDAY
the town,
I guess,
the town
is still here
quieter, without you
buds blooming through the cracks.

Leo Alder 2023
BCS Class of 2012

DOJO BREAD
Rear Lane, 91 Wallace St, Braidwood NSW

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334
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William Verdon
Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622

Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,
repairing and many other services. 
Unique and award winning.
48422882 or 0419445299
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It’s Lent as I write this. 
The old Saxon word is related to

the lengthening of the days as they
draw out towards spring. Wild daf-
fodils are called “Lent lilies” —
such a beguiling allusion. 

But that’s on the other side of the
world. I like to think we can keep
pace, as we draw in towards win-
ter, by slowing things down.

Some churches preach about
giving things up for Lent. Mine,
more positive, encouraged us to
take things on. Extra reading was a
too-easy option for me, so in the
last two years I’ve written a poetry
cycle, collaborating with a Can-
berra friend, each of us going out-
side each morning despite
lockdown to find some little in-
stance of God’s glory. We’d share
it by email in the form of a micro-
poem. Then we’d print up a book-
let. 

This year we both need a new
challenge. So I’m looking again at
giving up. Not fasting: I have
enough trouble already finding
food I can eat! Not alcohol: that
was never a Lenten requirement, as
liquors were made in the monaster-
ies, often as medicines, and water
was rarely safe to drink. Maybe I
shouldn’t have told you that. 
What you give up is something

you’re addicted to but isn’t
doing you any good. So you

don’t take it on again. 
This could be something like

multitasking — instead, be fully
present to the moment; deadlines
— instead, let things unfold and
ripen; speed and rushing — in-
stead, embrace slowness and paus-
ing. 

Can this really work? 
My book this Lent is Wintering,

the power of rest and retreat in dif-

ficult times, Katherine May, Pen-
guin Random House, UK, 2020. 

Author Katherine May, some-
where in her early forties as far as
I can tell, seemed to have it all.  A
university lecturer and writer, she
lives in Whitstable, Kent, within
walking distance of the beach, with
a husband, and a son of just school
age. For me, that could be the al-
ternative dream, even though I’m
aware those are shingle beaches
and not the golden sands of the
Northern Beaches area of Sydney
where I grew up! 

But dream can become night-
mare all too quickly. May’s hus-
band nearly died from an
undiagnosed burst appendix, her
son couldn’t cope at school, her
own late diagnosis of autism in-
volved a range of health problems
difficult to treat. 

All or any of this could happen
to all or any of us.
Wintering tells how she coped. It

tells how she retreated from some
circumstances, gave others up en-
tirely, or turned them over and
looked at them from a different
perspective, how she learnt to slow
down, to rest.

The COVID experience seems
to have been much worse in Eng-
land: more isolation, cold, loneli-
ness, privation. Those who thrived
were those who didn’t stay inside,
eating, watching television and
longing for what they called Life
to start up again. They found other
lives. The last author I reviewed,
Salley Vickers, rented a country
cottage and wrote The Gardener.
The first author I ever reviewed for
this publication, Julia Baird (Phos-
phorescence) took up ocean swim-
ming. 

This seemed very extreme to me,
knowing as I did exactly where
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BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

Slowing down
NSW Labor will contribute over
$30 million for urgent road up-
grades and over $10.5 million for
emergency road repairs across the
Monaro region after more than a
decade of neglect by the Nationals,
compounded by floods and bush-
fire, and a failure to invest in re-
gional road maintenance.
Labor’s $30.1 million road up-

grade package will benefit local
QPRC residents with the inclusion
in the funding package of $10 mil-
lion to finalise the sealing of
Nerriga Road.
Labor will provide more than

$10.5 million in funding to address
the road maintenance backlog
through Labor’s new Emergency
Road Repairs Fund. A Minns
Labor Government will also pro-
vide more than $4.1 million in ad-
ditional road funding to
Queanbeyan Palerang Regional
Council and $6.55 million to
Snowy Monaro Regional Council
from the Emergency Road Repairs
Fund. This is in addition to (and in
fact will more than double) the
funding included in the Govern-
ment’s pothole funding announce-
ment from earlier this year.
Shadow Minister for Regional

Transport and Roads, Jenny Aitchi-
son, said “For the last 12 years, the
Nationals have overseen billions of
dollars in cost blowouts and over-
spends in mega projects in metro-
politan areas at the expense of the
regions.”
“Labor’s commitment of over

$40 million for Monaro Roads will
provide much needed cost of living
relief for councils and communi-
ties by repairing their damaged

roads after 12 years of inaction,
floods and fires and deliver the
roads that are needed to provide
the roads our regions need for the
future.”
Labor candidate for Monaro,

Steve Whan, noted the frustration
of many in the electorate with the
flooding and flood damage of
many of the low-lying roads in the
region. 
“Working with QPRC to up-

grade the low level crossing at Bri-
ars Sharrow Road will be a huge
improvement for many residents
who are often impacted by a road
closed for flooding,” he said.
“I’m delighted that a road I have

had many complaints about – the
Tarago Road – will also benefit
from this roads package.”
In 2019, the Liberals and Na-

tionals promised to reclassify and
transfer up to 15,000 km of roads
to help lift the burden on Councils.
Despite being the Government’s
signature regional roads commit-
ment in 2019, it remains unful-
filled - and in the last four years
has transferred a total of zero kilo-
metres of regional roads.
Deputy Premier Paul Toole and

Minister for Regional Transport
and Roads Sam Farraway have re-
cently said the process could take
another four years to complete, and
the report has already been sitting
on Minister Farrway’s Desk for
nearly four months.
Mayors and Councillors across

the state have expressed extreme
frustration at the Government’s
broken promise on roads reclassi-
fication, demanding action now.

Labor’s $40 million plan to up-
grade and repair Monaro’s roads
Media release from Steve Whan’s campaign office



Baird was swimming, but apparently immers-
ing oneself in deep cold water is becoming the
new cure-all. May writes knowledgeably about
it, even though she describes her experience
more as ‘running into the water, screaming, and
running out again.’ But it really works, and it
even becomes addictive. 

May gets many of her lessons from Finnish,
Danish or Swedish colleagues. For them, it’s
learn to live with your environment or perish,
so think spa and sauna, warm clothes and arti-
ficial daylight, and Danish Hygge. Understand
life is cyclical not linear. Sadness is as much
part of life as joy. It might even teach us more,
if we stop and listen. 

Think celebrate the passing of time with sol-
stice and equinox parties, take your earbuds out
and recognise the bird calls, befriend the local
robin (think The Secret Garden), learn about
honeybees. Find time for the quiet arts: reading
serious books and contemplating their insights,
baking, pickling and bottling, singing, knitting
and sewing. Another book I found transforming
was The Mindfulness of Knitting, meditations
in craft and calm, Rachael Matthews, 2017.
There’s nothing like purl and plain to make you
slow down and focus! A Harvard study showed
handwork could lower blood pressure and ease
chronic pain, by encouraging the production of
serotonin. 

Some of the early medieval mystics learnt
how to find meaning in severely restricted lives.
I read Julian of Norwich (‘and all shall be well,
and all manner of thing shall be well’) and
Meister Eckhart (‘live like the rose, without a
Why.’) 

Hildegard of Bingen had a busy multitasking
life, but nonetheless she could ‘meet every
creature with grace.’ 

May’s friends who thrive do so by accepting
into their lives their physical, mental, emo-
tional, financial or chronological limitations.
They embrace them instead of waiting or hop-
ing for cures. They live fulfilled lives around
them. 

I was taken aback by how much bad publicity
Wintering copped online. ‘This white, privi-
leged, Western woman … navel-gazing and
self-indulgent … jetting around the world…
neglecting her husband and son … pampering
herself … we don’t all have her choices.’

I’m sure my readers can see past this racist,
sexist, anti-feminist, exclusivist talk, with its
emotive word choices and ignorance of pro-
nouns, chronology or geography.

They have already read what I think of mak-
ing either/or choices when you can have
both/and. However limited your circumstances,
there are always choices. 

What I hope everyone now recognises the
sign of the lazy reader. Time may limit you to
podcasts, skimming, excerpts, Amazon re-
views, the screen adaptation or even Audible in
the car, but that doesn’t give you the authority
of the reflective, slower reader of the print on
the page of a real book. 

So take up the knitting needles. Go to the li-
brary. Let winter in. 

And if anyone fancies a dip in the Summer-
field dam, just get in touch.

Member for Monaro Nichole Overall has wel-
comed more road funding for Monaro councils
as part of the $500 million Regional and Local
Roads Repair Program.
Mrs Overall said Snowy Monaro Regional

Council is receiving an additional $4.84 million
and Queanbeyan Palerang Regional Council
$3.08 million to fix their council-owned roads.
“Almost $8 million is another huge invest-

ment in Monaro roads, straight into the bank
accounts of the local councils,” Mrs Overall
said.
“Along with councils’ own annual budgets

for road repairs, this funding comes on top of
close to $1.5 million from the NSW Govern-
ment for Monaro’s two councils for critical
emergency pothole repair, announced at the end
of 2022.”
“The extra funding is not only for potholes,

it can be used for road rebuilds and repair work
to get Monaro roads back to an acceptable
level,” Mrs Overall said.
“On top of that, we’ve also just announced

Oallen Road in Queanbeyan Palerang area has
been allocated $2.99 million to accelerate re-

pairs and crucial maintenance work. This has
been well received by the Oallen-Nerriga com-
munity who list roads as their biggest priority.”
Last week, the Nationals-Liberal Govern-

ment announced an election re-commitment of
a further $400 million for the Fixing Local
Roads program to help councils continue their
work to repair, maintain and seal the road com-
munities use every day.
There was also the announcement of another

$300 million for a Build Back Better program
to invest in more resilient State, regional and
local road and transport infrastructure across
NSW.
“It’s the Nationals and Liberals in govern-

ment making commitments to continue to fix
and better our regional roads, and I’ll keep
fighting as hard as I can to ensure Monaro re-
ceives its fair share,” Mrs Overall said.

More road funding for Monaro councils
Media release from Nichole Overall’s office
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One of the main ways to challenge
a Will is by making what is known
as a family provision claim. 
The recent case of Scott v

Scott is an example of a successful
claim being made by an adult child
in New South Wales where that
child received less than her sibling.
What is a Family Provision
Claim?
A family provision claim can be
made by an eligible person if they
believe that the deceased’s Will has
not made an adequate provision for
their “proper maintenance, educa-
tion or advancement in life” (see
e.g. Succession Act 2006 (NSW)
s59 and Family Provision Act
1969 (ACT) s8)
Who qualifies as an ‘eligible

(known as the applicant or
claimant);

• The nature and extent of the de-
ceased’s estate, including assets
and liabilities of the estate;

• The earning capacity and financial
needs, present and future, of the
applicant;

Any financial or other contributions
of the applicant to the acquisition,
maintenance, or improvement of
the deceased’s estate or to the wel-
fare of the deceased person;

• Evidence of testamentary inten-
tions, including statements made
by the deceased person; and

• The character and conduct of the
applicant before and after the
death of the deceased.

A recent Court decision;
Scott v Scott [2021] NSWSC
1619; [2022] NSWSCA 182
In 2021, Coralynne Scott made an
application for family provision
against the estate of her late
mother, Coral Scott, who died in
July 2019. Coral left 3 children;
two daughters and one son.
Two months before her death,

Coral Scott executed a new Will.
The 2019 Will appointed Charlene,
her youngest daughter, as her sole
executor and trustee. The Will left
Coral’s house in Fairfield (the
main asset of the estate) to Char-
lene and gifts of $40,000 each to
Coralynne and the deceased’s son,
with the rest of the estate divided
equally among the three children.
Coral and her two daughters had

lived in the Fairfield property for
significant periods of time. Cora-
lynne had lived at the home for
most of her life, except for a period
between 1977-1979, and until the
deceased’s death. Charlene had
also lived in the home most of her
life.
Coralynne had built up cash sav-

ings including from compensation
claims from injuries she suffered
from multiple car accidents. Be-
fore that, she was employed full-
time and lived frugally. She had
several health conditions and

demonstrated present and future
needs.
She provided assistance to her

parents over the years, including –
• in 1992 where she assisted her
father to pay off the mortgage
through taking out a personal
loan; and

• paying for renovation work
(without reimbursement) to the
home to make it more accessible
for the deceased.
In 2019, Charlene contacted a

lawyer to prepare an updated Will
and testamentary statement for the
deceased. Both Charlene and Coral
were in contact with the lawyer re-
garding the terms of the docu-
ments. In giving evidence,
Charlene stated that she had
“drafted up” some of her mother’s
testamentary statement. The Court
did not look upon this favourably.
The trial judge weighed the

 following factors in determining
whether or not an adequate provi-
sion for Coralynne had been 
made –
• The considerable assistance
Coralynne provided to her par-
ents, including financial support,
care and emotional assistance;
and

• The fact that the deceased inher-
ited the Fairfield property herself
from the estate of her late hus-
band pursuant to mirror wills
made in 2015.
This combination of factors, and

the unfavourable circumstances
under which Coral’s 2019 will
were made, led to Justice Parker
concluding that the provision for
Coralynne was not adequate and
he awarded her additional provi-
sion. Charlene appealed this deci-
sion in the NSW Court of Appeal,
but her grounds of appeal were dis-
missed with costs.
You might be eligible to make a

family provision claim to chal-
lenge a Will if you have not been
adequately provided for in a loved
one’s Will. Our estate litigation
specialists Chamberlains Law
Firm can assist you.
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person’ depends on the State or
Territory that you are in. In New
South Wales, it includes a spouse,
de facto partner, a child, a former
spouse in certain circumstances,
and someone who was dependent
on the deceased or living in a close
personal relationship with them at
the time of their death. This can in-
clude dependent step-children and
even grandchildren.
A court will consider several fac-

tors when determining whether the
applicant was ‘adequately pro-
vided’ for in the will. These factors
include, but are not limited to, the
following –

• The nature and duration of the re-
lationship between the deceased
and the person making the claim

Chamberlains.
 Law Firm

• Conveyancing
• Wills & Estate Planning
• Property Transactions
• Litigation & Dispute Resolution
• Business Law
• Family Law

As part of Chamberlains full-service o�ering 
we can assist you with:

F     

Unit 1, 19 Park Lane, Braidwood

For Braidwood appointments, contact:

Angela Backhouse

02 6188 3600
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THE LAW Angela Backhouse 

What if gifts to
adult children
are not equal?



IN MEMORIAM

Alison Alder, Cindi Gilmore, Aunty Matilda House, Claire Young, Louise Wakefield
and Janita Byrne at Rusten House.

The Rusten House Art Centre in Queanbeyan was a beautiful
venue for an International Women’s Day event which included
the opening of two exhibitions, a delicious lunch, speakers and
music.
The events are part of the QPRC Women’s Festival which is

funded in part by the Reconnecting Regional NSW Govern-
ment Grant Program.

[below] Claire Young, A feminist at my table 2023, from multi-panel
screen-print on cotton and linen tablecloth with hemstitched border. 

[below right] A collection of feminist posters curated by Cindi Gilmore.
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Summary

Recommendation 1:
The BCA recommends that

Council actively support and en-
courage opportunities for more di-
versified housing within existing
residential zones in Braidwood, in-
cluding allowing multi dwelling
housing in R2 zones, and modify-
ing site density constraints to en-
courage building of smaller lower
cost dwellings.

Recommendation 4:
The BCA encourages Council to

enter into discussions with the
NSW Land and Housing Corpora-
tion with regard to increasing the
supply of social housing, including
crisis, short-term and transitional
housing within the QPRC LGA as
a matter of urgency.

Recommendation 5:
The BCA recommends that plan-

ning controls for future Greenfield
sites around Braidwood mandate
the building of diverse housing

types, including affordable and
lower cost housing types.

Recommendation 6:
The BCA requests that heritage

constraints on development in and
around Braidwood are acknowl-
edged and considered in the
Queanbeyan-Palerang Affordable
Housing Strategy

Recommendation 7:
The BCA encourages Council to

further investigate the proposal to
create affordable seniors’ and/or
key worker housing on Council
land at the current Council Works
Depot in Ryrie St.
The full report can be read on the

BCA website: www.braidwood
community.org.au
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Recommendation 2:
The BCA encourages Council to

investigate opportunities to permit
and encourage infill development
(eg dual occupancies, secondary
dwellings and seniors housing)
within the R2 zone in Braidwood.

Recommendation 3:
The BCA recommends that

Council urgently advocate for a
commitment to maintain existing
social housing in Braidwood, and
to increase the supply to meet local
community needs.

BRAIDWOOD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION Sue Murray

Submission on QPRC Affordable
Housing Strategy

The Braidwood Community Asso-
ciation (BCA) invites all candi-
dates in the Monaro Electorate to
commit in writing to pursuing the
priorities listed below should they
be elected. The candidates’ re-
sponses will be made public, and
it will then be up to each individual
voter to decide which of the candi-
dates best reflect their personal
needs and desires. The BCA will
not endorse any particular candi-
date or ticket.
Approach used
Building on previous surveys con-
ducted in 2021 and 2022 to deter-
mine issues of importance to the
Braidwood and district commu-
nity, the BCA developed a ques-
tionnaire listing 22 issues or
projects which are relevant for the
forthcoming NSW State election.
Results
Some 73 persons responded to the

survey, about 1.7 percent of the es-
timated population in 2622 (4343
persons). This is significantly
lower than the 210 who responded
to a similar survey on priorities for
the QPRC elections.
Respondents were invited to rate

each potential project from very
low to very high importance on a
5-step scale. A weighted average
was calculated by giving ‘very
low’ a score of 1 and ‘very high’ a
score of 5, with appropriate
weightings for the intermediate rat-
ings.
The issues / projects in order of

descending weighted average are
given overleaf, with the top 6
ranked issues being:
Priority issues / projects
1. More staff for Braidwood

MPS. Especially more Registered
Nurses and Doctors on call/duty
24/7. This is linked to provision of
more housing for hospital staff.

2. Significant increase in the
repair and maintenance of rural
roads. There needs to be a step
change in the amount of funding
by the NSW government to reverse
this deterioration in the state of
rural roads, particularly those
maintained by Councils. (Note:
NSW government recently an-
nounced $500m to tackle flood-
damaged roads throughout the
state).
3. Securing Braidwood's water

supply. Future droughts and higher
demand will require a more secure
water supply for Braidwood. State
government assistance may be re-
quired to help fund this.
4. More affordable housing in

Braidwood. There is a shortage of
accommodation in Braidwood and
district and a lack of diverse hous-
ing options. The NSW government
needs to provide more support for
proposed solutions to address this
serious issue.

5. Rate Cap Methodology Re-
form. Reform the methodology to
calculate the rate cap so annual in-
creases better reflect the funding
needs of Councils to avoid the
need for large rate increases
through special rates variations.
6. Alleviation of cost-of-living

pressures. Given the sharp rise in
the cost-of-living pressures, the
NSW government needs to pro-
pose more innovative solutions to
assist people in need.

Braidwood and district priorities for
the 2023 NSW state election

Supporting our community

SCAN HERE
FOR LINKS TO

THE BRAIDWOOD
COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION

REPORTS



Support is now available for Eden-
Monaro apprentices working in the
clean energy sector, as part of the
Albanese Labor Government’s
New Energy Apprenticeships Pro-
gram.
The program provides direct

support to individuals undertaking
a Certificate III or above qualifica-
tion for a Clean Energy Occupa-
tion listed on the Australian
Apprenticeships Priority List.
[scan QR code]
Apprentices who started on or

after 1 January 2023 are eligible

for the program and have access to
financial assistance of up to
$10,000.
To help improve apprentice re-

tention and completion rates, pay-
ments are made at intervals based
on the apprentices start date.
Full-time apprentices are eligible

to claim up to $2,000 at 6, 12, 24
and 36 month intervals, and on
completion of their apprenticeship.
Part-time apprentices can claim up
to $1,000 at these intervals.
From July 2023, apprentices in

the program will have access to
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Turning on energy apprenticeships
in Eden-Monaro
Media release fom Kristy McBain’s office

The state’s run of devastating
floods appears to be over, with
forecasts of drier seasonal condi-
tions ahead posing a heightened
fire risk.
According to the Australian Bu-

reau of Agricultural and Resource
Economics and Sciences, good soil
moisture and high water storage
levels would support food and

The state’s peak agricultural
body will tackle confusing new
council rules at an online informa-
tion session on Friday.
Proposed environmental conser-

vation zoning, or ‘C Zones’, have
caused a lot of angst among land-
holders, who are facing the threat
of having their agricultural busi-
nesses shut down by punitive
council regulations. 
NSW Farmers spokesman Ron

Chittick said farmers had been told
they may need to apply to council
to change their on-farm operations
as a result of the move, which he
called ‘silly’. He said many re-
gional communities were built on
the back of agriculture, and to uni-
laterally declare responsibly-man-
aged private land as a community
asset was absurd.

NSW FARMERS MEDIA

Farmers warn of fire
risk as La Nina departs

fibre production as rainfall eased.
NSW Farmers Western Division

chair Gerard Glover – whose prop-
erty was completely cut off by
floodwater just three months ago –
said it was welcome news not just
for farmers but also communities
in the bush.
“We’re all a bit sick of mopping

up after 18 months of floods across

“Farmers need certainty to invest
in their farms and be secure in their
business planning, so they can con-
tinue growing food and fibre,” Mr
Chittick said.
“We acknowledge the NSW

Government has invested heavily
in reforming restrictions on how
farmers can best balance produc-
tivity and environmental out-
comes, but some councils have
other grandiose ideas.
“There is a very real concern

among our members that philo-

sophically driven local government
decisions that prioritise weeds over
farmers and their ability to use
their land.”
Communities in the north of the

state were particularly exposed to
this sort of rezoning, Mr Chittick
said, but there were reports of sim-
ilar anti-farming changes emerging
in other regions as well. In seeking
to impose the rezoning of produc-
tive agricultural land to C Zones,
he said, local councils were under-
mining the very social and eco-
nomic wealth that had built their
regions.
“Many of these affected commu-

nities where people are really con-
cerned have a long and rich
farming tradition, but now we’re
seeing that threatened by ideolo-
gies,” Mr Chittick said.

professional development training
delivered by industry mentors.
Connecting apprentices with expe-
rienced professionals will give in-
sight into the industry, while
providing real-world training and
experience.
For more information about the

New Energy Apprenticeship Pro-
gram, scan the QR code: 
Minister for Regional Develop-

ment, Local Government and Ter-
ritories, and Member for Eden-
Monaro, the Hon Kristy McBain
MP said, “Under the Liberals and

Nationals government, apprentices
declined rapidly across the country,
leaving a major skills and employ-
ment shortage across industries.
“A large number of people in

Eden-Monaro are pursuing careers
in the clean energy sector, which
covers up to 40 different occupa-
tions across multiple industries, in-
cluding solar panel installation,
working on large-scale renewable
projects, through to agricultural
technicians.
“We’re incentivising them to un-

dertake an apprenticeship and to
follow their dream profession, be-
cause you can’t underestimate the
value of learning on the job.
“This will ensure there’s a

pipeline of skilled workers to sup-
port Australia’s clean energy infra-
structure now and in the future.”

Helping farmers navigate green tape

the state, and there’s still a long
way to go in terms of flood recov-
ery, but clear skies will certainly
help lift moods,” Mr Glover said.
“This news from ABARES that

we’re going to see more normal
conditions is welcome in terms of
growing food and fibre.
“But at the same time high input

prices remain a concern and global
economic uncertainty is making
fuel and fertiliser more expensive
than it should be.”
The dry conditions weren’t all

good news, Mr Glover said, with

increased fire activity across the
state.
“We’re seeing a lot of grass fires

where weeds have grown and then
dried out, and this next summer
could be a shocker if we don’t get
prepared early,” he said.
“This is why NSW Farmers has

been so vocal in calling on public
land managers to do their part in
controlling weeds – they are a huge
fire danger if you let them go.
“Hopefully we’ll see both sides

of politics commit to a Natural Re-
source Regulator before the state
election.”

“C Zones take away private
rights with no compensation and
drive investment, jobs, and poten-
tial from regions in pandering to
those want to see land locked up –
land that will become a nest of
weeds and pests such as feral cats,
dogs and pigs.
“It’s time councils invested in an

understanding of the issues that
they are imposing on their farming
ratepayers and stopped interfering
in agriculture.”
Interested landholders can regis-

ter to join a briefing on this issue
from NSW Farmers.
For further information scan the

QR code.

SCAN HERE
FOR LINKS TO
KRISTY MCBAIN

AND
NSW FARMERS

ARTICLES



I’ve been away for a week,   trav-
elling through rural Victoria,
where I saw a lot of countryside,
the famous site of the Glenrowan
Siege, the Murray River, Queen
Victoria Markets, and the National
Gallery of Victoria. 
It was a wonderful week away,

and I return to the job feeling re-
freshed and ready to get back into
things. The most dismal part of
going away is the part where you
must get up and pack everything
back into the car and then get
going. One thing I also notice
when I’m away is that the calibre
of food is so much better in our
wonderful little town compared to
many places throughout both rural
and metropolitan NSW and Victo-
ria. We have such an amazing array
of fresh, good food that both Tom
and I look forward to being back
home where we know we will get
delicious meals.

Gigs and Concerts
Hot Tubs Time Machine are hit-

ting the Hume to celebrate the
launch of their debut album Dub-
ble Tubble and heading to Braid-
wood for a show at The National
Theatre on Friday 10th March
from 6:30 pm with Sydney royalty
The Whole Wide World and Braid-
wood’s own Lily Morris (full

talks. This Luncheon will feature a
public address by Alison Alder
whose work is featured in our
March-April, Rusten House Exhi-
bition There are battles yet to win:
Feminist Posters 1979 to Now. 

—  * — * — * —
Silent Conversations is an art ex-

hibition featured at Studio Al-
tenburg between 24th February
and 25th March and includes the
work of Basil Hall, Sandra Shrubb,
and Slavia Zivkovic.

—  * — * — * —
This Woman Weaves—Sandra

Von Sneidern Memorial Exhibition
will open at BRAG on Friday 24th
March at 6pm. This is a memorial
exhibition featuring the work of a
beloved fibre-artist, Sandra von
Sneidern. It features her weaving,
her textile art, and the family and
friends invite you to come along to
view a variety of her work over the
years. There will be a Swedish Af-
ternoon Tea from 2pm on Saturday,
25th March.

—  * — * — * —
Celebrating the art of Suzanne

Bellamy is a memorial show at
FYREGallery with a floor talk
with the curator, Cheryl Hannah on
12th March at 2:30pm. 
Yoga Retreats
Rejuvenating Yoga Retreat –

with Christina Jagusiak 28-30th
April 2023 Murrah Dream Retreat,
(near Bermagui) $745 It’s time to
give back to YOU! Fill up your
cup, feed your soul and nourish
your whole being. A weekend of
yoga, healing practices, nutritious
food, and heartfelt connections. 

Markets
Braidwood Scouts are having a

car boot sale market on 11th
March, and this is a reminder for
everyone who wants to participate
to get in touch with Chris or Mal-
colm Campbell.

—  * — * — * —
The Farmers Market will be on

Saturday, 8th March at 8:30am in
the National Theatre. 
BRAG
Snuggle n Sing is on Thursdays

from 9:30 - 10:30 am at BRAG.
This is a fun and relaxed time to
bond with your baby, to sing songs
and learn rhymes that can soothe
your child. For further information,
please contact Alison Coster on
0411 205 638 or email her at al-
isoncoster@bigpond.com

—  * — * — * —
Aikido is on Wednesday nights

from 4:30-6:30pm. Please phone
Matthew Hulse to organise atten-
dance on 0438 648 468.

—  * — * — * —
Sue Lyons runs pilates and yoga

on Thursdays at 10:30-11:30 and
Fridays at 10:30-12:30. Please get
in contact with Sue if you wish to
attend.

—  * — * — * —
Christina Jagusiak runs yoga

classes on Monday afternoons
from 4pm to 5:15pm, and on Sat-
urday mornings from 8am to 9 am.
Please get in contact with Christina
if you wish to attend.

—  * — * — * —
Art for Relaxation has just

started running. It is a volunteer art
group run by two local artists, the
group has a focus on making a pos-
itive space by using art for reflec-
tion and emotional expression.
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band) for a super duper fun night
of what can only be described as
musical mischief. Tickets available
on the door for $15.
Braidwood Concert Series from

the St Andrew’s Anglican Church
presents Braidwood Concert Series
Autumn program: Oceans To-
gether, which will be on Friday,
17th March at 5pm. This concert is
a delicate, melodic and evocative
contemporary jazz quartet that’ll
take you on an uplifting musical
journey. This breathtaking group is
led by composers Mark Ginsburg
and Ryan Grogan, alongside close
collaborators Brendan Clarke and
Fabian Hevia. The members of this
quartet hail from the global south -
South Africa, South American and
New Zealand and all based in Syd-
ney, Australia.  To have the calibre
of this ensemble performing in
Braidwood, in an intimate venue is
fantastic and not to be missed! This
tour is produced by SIMA with the
support of Playing Australia and
Create NSW.
Tickets can be purchased online

or at the door.
Mick Fernandez is playing at the

Royal Mail on Saturday, 11th
March from 7:30pm until late.
Community Meetings
Nichole Overall will be at the

Royal Mail Hotel on Friday 10th
March from 6:30pm.
Community Events
A Night In Conversation with

Elizabeth Farrelly will be hosted at
Casanova’s Braidwood on Friday,
10th March from 5-7pm, and facil-
itated by Jessica Freidmann. Eliz-
abeth Farrelly is a local landowner,
journalist, and independent candi-
date for the NSW Upper House.
She will be discussing her candi-
dacy and policies that relate to our
community, her vision for the fu-
ture, and how small communities
like ours can create positive
change. This is a limited space
event, so please book via text on
0449 187 430. There will be a
complimentary glass of wine in-
cluded.

—  * — * — * —
The International Women’s Day

Luncheon is on 8th March from
12pm to 3pm at the National The-
atre. This free luncheon event in
Braidwood on International
Women’s Day March 8 is part of a
series of events for the QPRC
Women’s Festival that include ex-
hibitions, discussion circles and

WHAT’S HAPPENING Laura Moriarty

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

ABOUT THE TOWN

Tallaganda shire mayor Les Hart and Helen Hart on the corner.



Some supplies provided, and you
can bring your own too. There will
be a different theme each time. At-
tendees are asked to contribute $5,
or whatever you can, towards ma-
terials and venue hire. For informa-
tion or to rsvp, email Noelle
(noelleherbert1@gmail.com) or
Chloe (cfeint98@gmail.com). It
will be on 14th March at 10am and
runs til 11:45, and again on 28th
March at the same time.

—  * — * — * —
Life Drawing Sessions are also

back at Brag this year, and they
take place on the last Sunday of
each month from 4pm onwards.

—  * — * — * —
Songlarks is back on this year

between 9:30-11:10. It is a short
music class for pre-school age chil-
dren, including infants from about
six months old. It’s about discov-
ering the joy of music together. We
sing nursery songs, play hand
games and quality percussion in-
struments, and dance to beautiful
music from around the world. The
focus is on rhythm, rhyme and the
changing of the seasons. These ex-
periences nurture the developing
senses of the young child fostering
their imagination, imitation, and
play.
Each class is about 40 minutes.

Meet at the Braidwood Regional
Arts Group (BRAG) Building on
Wallace Street in Braidwood, New
South Wales.
Writing with a Writer!
Penny Hanley’s back with an-

other round of her excellent eight-
week course starting on 28th
March from 6-8pm every week.
Get writing, and stay writing with
her method of telling stories and
enjoying learning the craft. These
workshops will give you a fail-safe
technique to get in touch with your
creativity to write short pieces of
prose or poetry in your unique
voice. The technique can be used
also for memoir or novel writing.
You will learn a quick, easy
method, enabling you to tap into
your creative depths and bring
more power to your writing.  
Cost $200 for BRAG members,

and $250 for non-members.
To book your spot in this work-

shop, please phone or text 0410
506 451. 
At The Club
Singing For Fun is on Tuesday

evenings and is $5 to join. For fur-
ther information, please contact
Peter on 0419 431 517.
Line Dancing is on 7pm to 9pm

on Friday nights.

Folk Dancing is on from 9:30am
on Monday mornings, and is free
to attend.
The Bridge Club meet weekly

on Tuesday afternoons from 1pm
to 4pm and is free to attend. Con-
tact Mrs Olive Royds on 4842
1732. New members without any
experience playing Bridge are wel-
come to attend, and there is no cost
for playing.
Wednesdays also see the Ladies

Exercise Group meet from 10am to
11am, and is an informal way to
get fit and have fun. Free to attend.
Social bowls is on every

Wednesday at 12:45pm for a 1pm
start. 
Tai Chi is on Tuesdays from 10-

11 am. Irene Wolford will guide
you through it, and you can pay a
donation to attend. It is also on Fri-
days at the same time.
Erika’s Movement Classes are

on Wednesdays from 1pm, and it is
perfect for those of you who sit be-
hind a desk. Please text Erika on
0432 687 255
Tango Dancing is on every Sat-

urday morning for continuing stu-
dents, and class is from 10:30am to
12pm, with Chris Watkins and
Erika Mordek. $10 for classes, and
please contact Erika on 0432 687
255 for further information. 
Also on Tuesdays is a Squash

Competition during the evenings,
and bingo on every fortnight with
alternating times of 1pm and 6:30
pm.

Other Community
Organisations
Braidwood Swimming Club

Nights — each Monday of the
swimming season, from 5pm.
Events begin with 1-lap kick-

board, followed by 1, 3 and 6 lap
races of other strokes. New swim-
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News trivia
How well have you
been paying attention?
n Following Terry Campese’s
withdrawal, who is the Labor
candidate for Monaro for the
forthcoming state election?

n What Royal Commission is
currently underway?

n Who won the third cricket
test between India and
Australia?

n The Australian Women’s
Cricket team won the ICC
World T20 Cup this week.
How many times in a row
have they now won the title?

n Why was the Sydney
Harbour Bridge closed to
traffic on Sunday morning?

n What controversial
decision has the Mayor of
Paris made regarding next
year’s Paris Olympics?

n The books of which author
are under scrutiny and face
a possible rewrite to make
the language more “PC”?

n Which visiting performer
broke the Australian record
for the number of tickets
sold for a single
performance last week at
the MCG? (Bonus point: how
many tickets were sold?)

n Tennis player Rafael Nadal
dropped out of the Top 10
players last week. What year
was he last out of the Top
10?

n Treasurer Jim Chalmers
last week announced
changes to superannuation
tax concessions. How much
super would you need to
have before you are affected
by the changes?

Answers: 1. Steve Whan;
2. Royal Commission into
the ‘RoboDebt’ Scheme;
3. Australia;    4. 6;
5. World Pride march;
6. There will be no aircondi-
tioning in the Games Village;
7. Roald Dahl; 8. Ed Sheeran
(Bonus point: 108,000 for the
first concert, 110,000 for the
second);
9. 2005; 
10. $3 million

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

???

mers can come and try for up to
three weeks, before any member-
ship is required. 
Sausage sizzle available every

week. 
—  * — * — * —

The Royal Mail’s weekly choco-
late wheel is on as always! 

—  * — * — * —
The St Vincent dePaul Society

meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to 1pm.

—  * — * — * —
Crafty or Not Crafty group meet

every Thursday morning at the An-
glican Parish Centre behind the
Anglican Church on Elrington St
from 11am to 12pm. All are wel-
come.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Quilters and Textiles

meet every Wednesday down at the
Scout Hall from 10am onwards.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Health Walking

Group meets every Wednesday
morning at 8:30 am at Ryrie Park.
Suitable for all ages and abilities,
and you can bring a walking buddy
with you if you wish to have com-
pany. For further information,
please contact Trish Sargeson on
0438 768 539.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Scouts are on every

Thursday throughout the school
terms. Joeys (ages 5-7 years) from
6 to 7pm, Cubs (ages 8-11 years)
from 6.15 to 7.30pm, Scouts (ages
12-14 years) from 6.30 to 8pm
Venturers (ages 15-17 years) from
6.30 to 8pm. Please contact Chris
or Malcolm Campbell.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Guides are on every

Wednesday afternoon throughout
the school terms. It starts at 4pm
and finishes at 5:30pm. Please con-
tact Kim Stewart on kim@riffsan-
drants.com.au for information.

ABOUT THE TOWN

Keith Ferguson works the golf numbers at the Club.
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Anglican  Parish of Braidwood

Respond the right way
In WW2, Viktor Frankl was sen-
tenced to a Nazi concentration
camp. 
The guards deprived him of

everything. They took his wife, his
family and his clothes. They even
stole his wedding ring. But he had
one thing no one could take from
him. In a classic book, he wrote,
“The last of human freedoms is the
ability to choose one’s attitude in a
given set of circumstances.’ The
guards could not take from Frankl
his freedom to choose his attitude. 
We do not know what is going to

occur tomorrow or even today. We
can’t control all our circumstances,
but we can control how we re-
spond to them. We can control
whether an experience makes us
stronger or weaker, increases our

faith or our fear, makes us a better
person or a bitter person. The say-
ing goes: ‘The same sunshine that
melts the butter hardens the clay.’
God wants our struggles to

strengthen us.
Paul writes, “We can rejoice too,

when we run into problems and tri-
als, for we know that they help us
develop endurance. And endurance
develops strength of character, and
character strengthens our confident
hope of salvation. And this hope
will not lead to disappointment.
For we know how dearly God
loves us because he has given us
the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts
with his love.’ (Romans 5: 3-5)
And here is another very impor-

tant thought. The tests and trial we
go through in this life are what
qualifies us to be with Christ in the
next life. Knowing that will help
you respond the right way.
An extract from The Word for Today

a Christian Vision Publication.
—  * — * — * —

Friday evening 3rd March we
welcomed Revd. Kenneth King to
our Parish and community. He will
be part-time in our parish and
leader of our Ministry Team. If you
see a gentleman wearing a bright
Hawaiian shirt, that’ll be Kenneth!
Those shirts have become his
‘trade mark.’ Say Hi & introduce
yourself, he loves a chat.
Sunday 12th March at 10am, a

service of Morning Prayer for Lent
will be held in St. Andrew’s Angli-
can Church, Elrington St, Braid-
wood. 
All are welcome to attend.
Parish contacts: angbraid-

wood@bigpond.com   Phn 4842
2423. Braidwood Uniting Church

Midwives 
A very senior fellow, respected as
a person of goodwill, has a talent
for missing the point. 
This fellow is particularly im-

pressed by miracles even though
they serve only as signs. Imagine
someone perfectly prepared to
forgo a trip to Braidwood because
they’ve seen a sign, “To Braid-
wood 60 kms”. “I’ve never actu-
ally been to Braidwood, but I’ve
seen the sign and that’s enough for
me.” 
Most of us wouldn’t hold back

yet Jesus seems more gracious and
perhaps less interested in playing
games of “who is the smartest per-
son in the room”. He bypasses the
man’s foolishness and simply says,

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES Wednesday March 8, 2023 — 19

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Last Friday evening, 3rd March an
induction service for Rev Kenneth King
was held in St Andrew’s Anglican
Church, Braidwood.
Rev Kenneth lives in Bungendore and
will be part-time in our parish and
community, bringing his gifts of
ministry and social work.  
If you see a gentleman in a Hawaiian
shirt, it’ll probably be Kenneth as the
shirts have become a trade mark for
him. Say ‘Hi’ as he loves a chat.

St Bede’s Parish
Reflection on the Gospel of John

4:5-42 by Fr Michael Tate

Our Sacred Site
The Jewish people worshipped at
the Temple in Jerusalem. The
Samaritans to the north wor-
shipped on Mount Gerizem. 
But Jesus says to the woman of

Samaria: ‘Believe me, woman, the
hour is coming when you will wor-
ship the Father neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem . . . true
worshippers will worship the Fa-
ther in spirit and truth.’
We do this by acknowledging

Jesus Christ as our sacred site.
Jesus is where God is to be found.
In his earthly ministry this was

“You must be born again”. Such a
talent for missing the point, the
man started wonder about re-enter-
ing his mother’s womb. Priceless. 
But of course, we must be born

again. We need to act as midwives
for one another. Life is a constantly
flowing stream and it seems that
the art of life, is largely about
learning to “go with the flow”. For
the past few weeks, I’ve driving
around the narrow tracks that Tas-
manians call, “roads”. Many times,
I’ve fantasised about still owning
my old Ducati and ripping my way
around this State. Alas, there’s a
good chance that such a fantasy
might be fatal. I need to notice that
life is always on the move and
when I owned a Ducati, I was
younger, with a young man’s re-
flexes and a young man’s eyes.
Longing for the good old days isn’t
as noble as seeking to live my best
life, as it is now and as I am now. 
Foolish decisions will abound

except for those around me, who
are not me. Robyn immediately
sees the baby foolishness in my
proposal to buy another Ducati.
Her vision is better than mine. She
detects my foolishness more
quickly than I detect it. “Graham,
you’re not 35 anymore. Graham,
you near killed yourself the last
time you thought you were still 35
years old.” She helps me grow up.
She saves me from childish fan-
tasies and helps me to be born
again into the real world with the
best version of myself in this cir-
cumstance.
How I need my friends, family

and congregation to help me be
born again - to reorient myself to
the me that is emerging in 2023.
These are my midwives. These
save me from reaching for that
which no longer exists. They love
me, confront me, confuse me and
hold me as I am born into the life I
need for now and the days ahead.
Such an honour to share this

journey with such wonderful peo-
ple.

Graham Long

around places like the well in
Samaria. As Risen Lord, he is to be
found in those in dire need, and in
the Heavenly Bread. In both cases
we need to incline the body as an
act of worship: in the case of the
needy, by doing something practi-
cal; in the case of the Heavenly
Bread, by genuflecting, bowing,
before the Blessed Sacrament.
We could pause for a moment to

reorientate ourselves to the Sacred
Site who is the Risen Christ, ac-
knowledging him as indeed the
‘Saviour of the World’.
Brother Brian gives a fuller re-

flection on this Gospel passage on
Radio Church this Sunday at 6pm.

—  * — * — * —
The Nowra Catholic Women’s

League are once again coming to
Nerriga to celebrate St. Patrick’s
Day with Mass in the church and
lunch afterwards at the pub. We are
all invited to attend the celebration
and lunch.

—  * — * — * —
Weekend Mass time: Saturday at

6.00pm (Vigil)
Weekday Mass: Tuesdays at

10am
Reconciliation: 5-5.15pm Satur-

days.
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STOP PRESS

Retchingfromreaching
A message to anyone who might
like to attract my business. If
I’m out fishing with you and I
fall out of the boat, please reach
out and pull me back on board.
Apart from that scenario, do not
under any circumstances tell me
you are ‘reaching out’.

Morenonsensibilities
Roalding in his grave would Mr
Dahl be at the attempt to ‘up-
date’ his stories. Your very own
stars scribe had a similar expe-
rience many moons ago when
our measurements were metri-
cated. I was laying out out a PG
Wodehouse story about golf and
the gripping bit where, “the ball
missed him by an inch” had
been edited to read, “missed
him by 2.45 centimetres”. I re-
fused to paste that bit up and
after a review and a call to rea-
son, the original passage was re-
instated. Anyway, the Dahl
fiddlers got off lightly. Spare a
though for poor William Tyn-
dale who spent 10 years ‘mod-
ernising’ the Bible into English,
only to be executed by strangu-
lation for heresy in 1536.

Morep1strangeloves
The daily papers have gone a
bit mad, or in the case of News
Limited rags, a bit madder. The
SMH breathlessly blared out on
page one this week that, if all
goes according to plan, we
should be at war with China in
three years. We’re not being
alarmist they say and the
cheery editorial ends with: “We
simply wish to bring the public
along with us in understanding
the questions that confront our
nation and to help clear the fog
of war”. And if the paper was
not written by drunks and work
experience kids they might re-
alise that it’s actually ‘the fog of
peace’ that they’re warning us
against.

Press0forannihilation
Speaking of sanity, what about
the  underground soldiers, ‘psy-
chologically profiled as sane’,
who live in shifts underground
waiting for the launch codes with
their ‘must be simultaneously in-
serted’ keys. These guys [and gals
now too maybe] have been living
this way for generations, perhaps
the key is handed from parent to
child in a sacred rite of passage
called, ‘It Could Be Me’, or ICBM
in text talk. If it’s scary to wonder
about the doomsday launchers in
the United States, what about
those in Russia. There it’s called
‘Fission Roulette’ where the
vodka is passed about and then
one soldier dares another to press
the button. It’s not instant Ar-
magheddon because out of every
six missiles in the silo, five are
made from papier-mâché and an
old ticking alarm clock due to
budget cuts when the Soviet
Union fell apart. Still scary but.

The Women’s Golf Pennants sea-
son started last week with the
Braidwood team posting a solid
3/2 win against Belconnen at
Yowani. 
Team captain, Michelle Henry,

said it was “a big start to the sea-
son,” with all matches going to the
15th hole at least. While it was a
great effort from all players,
Michelle Henry made particular
mention of Sarah Heine, who
brought home the winning point in
her debut match with a ‘clutch
hole’ win on 17th. The other good
winners were Michelle Henry and
Virginia Groot Obbink. The
women’s team plays Goulburn at
Moss Vale this week.
The Men’s Pennants team con-

tinued their successful 2023 cam-
paign with a huge 5.5/.5 win
against RMC, also at Yowani, put-
ting Braidwood at the top of the
competition table. Team captain,
Brendan Booker, said that the
highlights of the day were “the
team again overcoming giving
many shots start – over 40 this
week – and Chris Witt celebrating
his first pennants win for Braid-
wood.” The other winners were
Rodney Royds, Allan Walcott,
Brendan Booker and Brendan Sly,
with Spiro Agnew playing a great
18th hole to square his match. 
RESULTS: Saturday March 4,

Men’s & Women’s Stroke &
Monthly Medal
Men’s winner: Chris Witt 68 nett
Runner Up: Rodney Royds 69

nett
NTP 6/15: Brendan Sly
Ball Comp: Keith Ferguson 71,

Brendan Sly 72, Keith Morgan 71,
Andrew Herbert 74, Tom Duffy 76
Handicap Changes: Roger

Hovey out 1 to 27, Rodney Royds
down 1 to 20, Allan Walcott out 1
to 12
Women’s winner: Michelle

Henry 73 nett
Runner Up: Donna Kuhn 74 nett
Putting: Michelle Henry 31 putts
Handicap Changes: Michelle

Henry down 1 to 31.

Braidwood has officially opened
the amazing and unique skate park
facility which received huge open-
ing day support and admiration. 
In 3 months the vision from 30

years of skatepark brainstorming,
advocating and protesting has been
wonderfully executed by Grinds
skate projects, a detail oriented
skate park building company. The
park was opened on Saturday 25th
February with support from local
politicians, community and sur-
rounding areas.
The day started early with many

there in anticipation to skate and
see the Songlines and Trilogy skate
teams.
Songline skateboarding team is

an Indigenous Skating team based
largely in Queensland. “Seeing the
Songlines perform at the opening
of Braidwood skatepark was in-
credible but also inspiring,” said
Morgan, a local Braidwood skater.
Songlines held a beginner skate

lesson in the morning, the team
were helping one on one with kids
with positivity and encouragement
for all, many kids were in awe of
the talented skaters’ involvement.
“It was a really fun and chilled

out experience, the team were re-
ally nice and helped me alot with
dropping in”, local upcoming
skater Grace remarked.
The day continued with food

stalls and ‘Revoked’ skate supplies
stand, followed in the late after-
noon with a ‘bowl grab’ giving out
stickers, shirts, bags and more from
Revoked and Songlines.
Skate culture is built on respect

and communal support and these
values were well represented

Braidwood women off
to a good start

throughout the day as many
cheered each other and the skate
teams along. Skateparks bring a
place for an independent sport, en-
couraging physical and mental
health aspects.
In an exclusive interview with

the Songlines skate team, Sage
MacBeath said “I've been skating
for about 15 years. What got me
into it was the town that I grew up
in, Tonsley Hills. If you’re not skat-
ing you’re getting left behind and
then after that it kept me out of
trouble. Now I'm traveling the
country with my brothers.”
Asked What has it been like trav-

eling through skateboarding,
Kieran Reilly said “if I didn't pick
up a skateboard I don't think I
would of got to see all the countries
I've been to and all the cultures, so
I've been very lucky with that. I've
made a lot of lifelong friends all
over the world.
Without skateboarding I wouldn't

been able to do that at all.”
Austin Grey said “What moti-

vates me is the constant progression
that is there. There is so much po-
tential in the sport and so much po-
tential growing as a person and it
all intertwines and helps you be-
come the person you are.”
Clint Davison said “Skateboard-

ing has become my life. I live and
breathe it, I enjoy every aspect of it,
but I also do it for a job. It’s not the
same as these guys, they are the
aesthetic professional guys, I work
in the industry. I film skateboarding
and I skateboard for events. At the
end of the day, it’s not for the
money it’s for the love. Skateboard-
ing and the lifestyle.”

Skatepark soars
By Chelsea Pharoah


