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Residents around the region woke
on Monday morning after 36
hours of steady rain, to find dams
full and creeks roaring. In-
evitably, roads were also cut by
floodwater.

The causeways at Bombay, Far-
ringdon and Wyanbene were under-
water by early on Monday with rain
still falling around the region. Jem-
baicumbene and Back Creeks were
reported to be high and paddocks
were flooded, but roads still pass-
able.

Localised rainfall reports were
received ranging from 125 millime-
tres to over 150 millimetres from
the period starting Saturday night.

At midday on Monday NSW
Live Traffic issued a warning of a
landslide on the Kings Highway
near Pooh Corner affecting traffic
in both directions, and urging mo-
torists to take care.
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Are we listening?

With the region still technically in
drought and fire season looming
ahead, waking up to the sound of
rain on the roof on Sunday morn-
ing was a gift to our collective
spirits, not to mention a gift to our
thirsty land.

Reports of up to 140 millimetres
of rain in 36 hours around the dis-
trict mean that dams and tanks are
full and creeks and rivers are again
flowing strongly. As the Changing
Times goes to press, many local
areas are still cut off by floodwater.
Within days brown paddocks will
start to turn green and in a few

weeks we’ll see the emergence of
spring flowers. The wheel turns
again.

The landscape is resilient: we,
less so.

For a few weeks in January,
Braidwood came perilously close to
being completely cut off as fires cut
the roads north, south and east.
Only the Kings Highway remained
open, and that closed periodically
due to smoke and the encroaching
fire front. The fire danger passed
and in its wake came the COVID
shutdown and the Great Toilet
Paper Crisis. Our local supermarket

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

can only carry a limited amount of
stock and this doesn’t allow for
panic-buying and stockpiling. The
empty supermarket shelves again
highlighted just how fragile is our
capacity to survive and how high
our reliance on external supply
sources.

The Braidwood Community As-
sociation recently conducted a sur-
vey on what issues are most crucial
to local residents, and, not surpris-
ingly, the issue of growing our local
and community resilience was the
top priority. The year is barely more
than half over and we have faced
floods, fires and pandemic. 2020 is
trying to tell us something but are
we listening? What are we doing to
strengthen our resilience as a com-
munity?

The BCA and the Life Centre

have both, within the limitations of
the pandemic, been working on
community programs, but it takes
more than community organisations
to do this. The problem is that in be-
tween the crises, we become com-
placent.

We conveniently forget how
fragile we are when everything is
fine, but when it suddenly goes
pear-shaped we realise — again —
how little prepared we really are.

Perhaps our challenge for what
remains of this year should be to
decide on one thing, just one, we, as
individuals, can do to strengthen
community resilience. Then share
that one thing with family, friends,
neighbours or groups. It’s a
process, not a panacea, and we all
have responsibility.

Meanwhile, enjoy the rain!

COVID-19

Robin Tennant-Wood

gets closer to home

A COVID-19 cluster at Bate-
mans Bay has raised concerns
about the spread of the disease in
the South Coast and the South-
ern Tablelands regions.

The outbreak at Batemans Bay
was confined to patrons and staff
at the Batemans Bay Soldiers’
Club, one of the biggest entertain-
ment venues in the district, with a
total of eight positive cases linked
to the club and a further 80 people
in precautionary isolation.

NSW Health urged anyone who
attended the Soldiers’ Club on
July 13, 15, 16 and 17 July this
year to get tested and self-isolate
for 14 days.

The outbreak came at the peak
of the New South Wales school
holidays, with the usual holiday
traffic and visitors at the coast. It

also meant that many businesses
that were starting to recover from
the shutdowns in summer because
of the bushfires and then again
from the earlier lockdown period,
were forced to shut down again as
a precautionary measure while
staff were tested.

Concerns were raised locally
as many visitors to Batemans
Bay during the holiday period
travel through and stop at
Braidwood on the way
to the coast.

Several Braidwood residents
commented to the Changing
Times on the lack of social dis-
tancing evident on Wallace St on
the Saturday mornings during the
holiday period.

Further south on the coast, a

New daily confirmed COVID-19 cases in Australia (since First case)
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number of businesses in the
tourist town of Mogo have also
chosen to close while staff get
tested.

The closures follow an an-
nouncement from NSW Health
that a person who tested positive
had visited a cafe in the town last
week.

The recent cases have prompted
authorities to open a testing clinic
at Ulladulla, north of Batemans
Bay.

The Ulladulla Respiratory
Clinic will provide free testing
between 8:00am and 7:00pm

for anybody who has
symptoms or visited a venue
exposed to COVID-I9.

Wet weather no deterrent
to bushfire recovery

Despite the rain, the QPRC
Bushfire Recovery Team held
another very successful commu-
nity outreach session on Sunday
morning at the Old Cheese Fac-
tory at Reidsdale.

Community Outreach officer,
Terry Campese, said that around
50 people attended for the informal
get-together with council staff as
well as relevant organisations such
as BlazeAid, Catholic Care, the
Salvos and others.

While funded by the NSW Gov-
ernment, the QPRC Bushfire Re-
covery Team is going over and
above the job description to ensure
that everyone who needs assis-
tance is able to access it.

“We thought it was better to
have the outreach sessions on Sun-
days when people can get to them,
rather than during the working

week when people would need to
take time off work to schedule
them in,” he said. “Having the ses-
sions on Sunday morning means
people can come along, have a
cuppa and an informal chat to the
people who can assist them with
whatever they need.”

Mr Campese also paid tribute to
the “community champions”, the
locals who distribute the informa-
tion and set up the sessions. “We
couldn’t do it without them,” he
said.

The next Bushfire Recovery

Outreach session will be at

Mongarlowe at the RFS shed
on 9 August.

Anyone who requires assistance
but is unable to attend one of the
outreach sessions is urged to con-
tact the team on 6285 6789.



BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Member for Monaro John Barilaro elbows lan Wolohan with other members of

the Rotary Club of Jerrabomberra, John Talbot and Kathleen Grant.

Adult change table for
Ryrie Park toilets

Press Release from John Barilaro

Work is set to start soon on Braid-
wood’s first adult change table,
thanks to more than $60,500 in
funding from the NSW Govern-
ment’s Community Building Part-
nership Program.

Member for Monaro John Bari-
laro joined members of the
Jerrabomberra Rotary Club to an-
nounce funding for the vital com-
munity project, which will see the
existing disabled toilet block at
Ryrie Park upgraded.

“This is an extremely important
project that will make life a lot eas-
ier for local teenagers and adults
living with a disability, as well as
their carers,” Mr Barilaro said.

“Located on the Kings Highway,
a busy thoroughfare particularly
during the school holidays, the new
change rooms will also be a very
welcome asset for visitors travel-
ling through.

“This project will ensure those
living with a disability have greater

A typical change table of
the type proposed.

access to our wonderful facilities
here in Braidwood, particularly the
local pool.”

The funding will go towards re-
furbishing the existing Ryrie Park
disabled toilets, to provide a new
teenager and adult automated
change table and associated hoist.

Robert Chillman, on behalf of the
Jerrabomberra  Rotary  Club,
thanked Mr Barilaro and Quean-
beyan-Palerang Regional Council
for the support to get the project off
the ground.

“This new table will allow carers
to change disabled teenagers &
adults alike with dignity, whether
they were in town enjoying all
Braidwood had to offer or simply
travelling through,” Mr Chillman
said.

“This will be an invaluable com-
munity service and we cannot wait
to start work on this project. We are
calling tenders so that the work may
commence as soon as possible.”
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Tombarra by the Mongarlowe

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

Re-opened for business with social distancing
¢ Family gatherings
o Weddings & celebrations
o Conferences

All units are self-contained
with own bathroom

i : g == 15ee

Book now on: 0497 638 631

TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

Program Guide

Monday

5am - Good Morning Country

7am - Martins Morning Mix

4pm - Book Reading with Rod

5.30pm - The Green Horns with Nick, Mick & Hamish

Tuesday

5am - Good Morning Country

11am - Eclectic Music Mix with Gavin

3pm - Bunkem, Faves & Raves with Rod & Bill
6.30pm - Real World Gardener

7.00pm - Rock with Brock

Wednesday
5am - Good Morning Country
7am - Martins Morning Mix
3pm - Pop Heads
4pm - The Essential 80's
6pm - Woodsongs Old Time Radio
7pm - Magic Carpet Ride with Cool Bill
9.30pm - Australiana by Night
with Michael Simic

Thursday

5am - Good Morning Country

10am - Classic Interlude with Gavin
12.30pm - The Parish Pump

3pm - The Hot 30

7.30pm - 88 With Julie and Jenny

Saturday

9am - Mornings with Gavin & Roger
11.15am - The Parish Pump

12.00 - I love the 70°s

1pm - A bit of this and that with Gavin
4pm - Blues in the Afternoon with Gavin

6pm - Saturday Night Gold
.§
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Friday

5am - Good Morning Country
3pm - The Greenhouse with Violet
5pm - Heroes of the Zeros

6pm - Simply 80°s

Sunday

7am - Sunday Classic with Martin

10am - Jazz on Sunday with Gavin

12.00 - Covers

3pm - Birds on a Wire with Julie & Vera

6pm - Combined Church Service of Braidwood

For a full listing go to
braidwoodradio.com.au
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And then there were ten

QPRC announces Councillor Peter Bray to retire

The retirement of Councillor
Peter Bray from Queanbeyan-
Palerang Regional Council will
leave the council with 10 mem-
bers for the remainder of the cur-
rent term.

Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council Mayor, Cr Tim Overall has
paid tribute to Cr Peter Bray AM
for his dedication and service to the
community over the past 12 years
following his retirement from
Council due to ill health.

“Cr Bray has been a committed
and active member of Council for

Peter Bray

12 years, participating in many
Council committees during this
time and also lending a hand at
many community and charity
events

“Cr Bray has been a strong advo-
cate for the community on a range
of matters, especially disability and
access issues which are close to his
heart.

“I would like to congratulate Cr
Bray on his career as a councillor
and wish him the best for his retire-
ment,” Cr Overall said.

In reluctantly submitting his let-
ter of retirement on 22 July 2020,
Cr Bray stated he has, “thoroughly
enjoyed playing a constructive part
in the achievements of the former
Queanbeyan City Council and the
wonderfully successful Quean-
beyan-Palerang Regional Council”.

As the next local government
election is scheduled for September
2021, there is no requirement for a
by-election to fill Cr Bray’s posi-
tion. QPRC will operate with 10
councillors between now and the
next election.

QPRC gives go-ahead for
Wilson Street footpath

Sue Murray, President Braidwood Community Association

The BCA Committee met re-
cently to review the last few
months and discuss what the As-
sociation has been doing in these
very uncertain times.

If you took part in our survey of
priorities for Braidwood, you will
be interested in QPRC’s response to
our submission on the QPRC Draft
Operational Plan for 2020-21.

We are pleased that Council ac-
knowledged an oversight re foot-
paths within our town. As a result
of our submission, they have in-
cluded $80,000 for construction of
a footpath on Wilson St, between
Wallace St and the Multipurpose
Centre. This will make it much eas-
ier for residents of the aged care fa-
cility in the new hospital to walk to
town.

Summerfield residents will also
benefit, as will anyone using that
route on foot. Other town improve-
ments we have been asking for are

also funded in this plan. The long-
awaited Lascelles St improvements
are funded and should commence
soon and security lights in the Ryrie
Park playground and a water refill
station are on the list for projects
funded for this year.

We are currently working with
Council on the need for a safer foot-
bridge across Monkittee Creek.
We’ve done resident surveys and
traffic counts over a week-long pe-
riod. We are optimistic that some
improvements to safety can be ne-
gotiated, while waiting for a sepa-
rate pedestrian bridge to be
constructed.

Changes to the Nerriga Rd/Kings
Hwy intersection are planned as
part of the Nerriga Road Project,
Stage 4. The plans are being fi-
nalised and will be on the QPRC
YourVoice website within a short
time. We will be able to talk to
Barry Osmond from QPRC about
this once it’s safe to meet in person.

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

NOEL BUTLER

The CD cover.

Bringing traditional
teaching alive in song

Elizabeth Hawkes

Trish and Noel Butler share a pas-
sion to help children embrace the
responsibility of putting a greater
value on the importance of look-
ing after Country — the land we
stand on — our home. It seemed a
natural step for them to put this
love into music.

Thanks to a grant from Braid-
wood Preschool, Trish and Noel
were able to create a CD of stories
and songs so they could share their
knowledge of Country to encour-
age a better understanding of all
creatures in our environment.

The CD was recorded and pro-
duced by founding member of The
Seekers, Keith Potger AO, who
was really impressed by the imme-
diate appeal of Trish’s songs and
Noel’s cultural stories.

The original plan was to provide
the CD for the children at Braid-
wood Preschool, Ulladulla Chil-
dren’s Centre, Milton Ulladulla
Preschool and Milton Early Foun-
dations: the schools where Trish
and Noel entertain while educating
the kids in traditional Indigenous
culture and language.

However, the CD has been so
well received by those early learn-
ing centres that it will now be
shared with all preschool age chil-
dren throughout the country.

Noel is a respected Yuin Elder,

teacher, mentor, historian and chef
who has spent many years deliver-
ing educational programs to all
sectors. He has taken his cultural
teachings overseas and is an ac-
complished speaker who imparts
his knowledge on traditional cul-
tural values including environ-
mental education and conservation
with passion and urgency.

Trish is a guitarist and singer
songwriter who manages the Nura
Gunyu Aboriginal Cultural Educa-
tion centre and co-educates with
Noel Butler on their 100-acre
property. Trish teaches children at
local preschools and primary
schools about Australian native
animals through music, song and
dance.

Noel has an engaging way of
narrating the stories that
explains the traditional
background to each of the
animals and birds.

Trish follows up with her
catchy songs that kids love singing
and dancing along to.

“We are grateful to all our pre-
school children who gave us the
inspiration to share our stories and
knowledge through song and
dance. We hope that this has given
the kids a greater understanding of
their natural surroundings.” Trish
said.
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Calling young artists

John Tuckwell for Braidwood Lions

Braidwood Lions and Braidwood
Regional Arts Group are de-
lighted to jointly announce the
launch of the inaugural Braid-
wood Festival of Young Artists.

The Festival of Young Artists is
open to all school-aged children liv-
ing or attending school in the 2622
postcode area.

In announcing the festival, Mag-
gie Hickey, President of BRAG,
said “We are very pleased to work
with Braidwood Lions on this ex-
citing new initiative to showcase
young artists from the Braidwood
area. Also to host an exhibition of
the entries at the Braidwood Com-
munity Arts Centre and have local
artist and BRAG member Lesley
Sykes as the festival judge.”

Lions President, Frank Hansby,
said “The Braidwood Festival of
Young Artists is a perfect comple-
ment to the Braidwood Festival of
Young Writers and together will
provide a tremendous opportunity
to see the talent of the young people
living or being schooled in Braid-
wood and surrounding villages.”

The artworks are to reflect in
some way an aspect of the poem by
Jackie French A Land of Love and
Flame (at right), with the other
judging criteria being the quality of
work, both technically and cre-
atively; presentation and story-
telling; and uniqueness of concept,
creativity and originality.

The artworks can be any form of
two-dimensional picture,
including photography, or a three-
dimensional piece with a limit of
one piece of art per entry.

All artworks must be submitted
by 11 November 2020. The exhi-
bition will be opened on Thursday
19 November and open over the
weekends 21-22 and 28-29 Novem-
ber 2020.

There will be some cash prizes
for selected entries with winners
being announced at the Braidwood
Lions Young Writers 2020 Awards
ceremony on 20 November

Further information on the terms
and conditions on:

www .bragart.com.au
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A Land of Love and Flame
— a poem by Jackie French

The sky is aching dry again
It’s forgot the scent of rain
The air is sifting flour again
Gum trees releasing leaves again
The ants have all dug deep again
Waiting for the flame
The earth was wrought in fire once
And now it is again
The burning bark strands snicker now
The dark night ridges flicker now
Bushfire has come again
Blue puts on his orange uniform
They’ll risk their lives again
The stranger’s smile is kind again
Kids offer sticky coins again
Briefly we unite again
This land of love and flame

Published by Angus and Robertson in
Facing the Flame, 2016

Braidwood features on the box again

Paul Cockram helped tee up some interviews

Chris Watkin evokes the mood of the times with his soulful cello for the television crew.

Andrew Daddo came to town re-
cently to film a segment of a new
show, ‘Great Australian Detours’.

Producer Anne Robinson told the
Changing Times, ‘It’s a program
aimed at promoting the smaller
towns. It’s saying, “come and spend
your money in all these beautiful
towns that you mightn’t usually
stop at — don’t just drive straight
past them on the highways”.’

‘It’s a campaign for Subaru with
Andrew Daddo as host and it’ll be
shown on Channel 7. We’re doing
three towns to start off with: Braid-
wood, the Ulladulla/Mollymook
area and then we’re going up to the
Sunshine Hinterland.’

‘Great Australian Detours’ was
meant to be going to air in the next
month or so, but with COVID and
Victoria being in lockdown, people
are not being encouraged to start
travelling at the moment.

The show may air in September,
or later depending on how travel
will be restricted in the months
ahead.
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A test of intelligence

Part 5 of story that might go on a bit by Paul Cockram

continued next BCT edition ...

STAY AT HOME

1 you doa’l need bo go oul.
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antifo get us talking -
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MUSIC REVIEW  David McClymont

This time I want to talk about Sy
(short for Syretha) Smith. Sy
Smith is not a jazz singer as such.
I would describe her recordings as
more R&B or soul.

I’m not talking Donny Hathaway
or James Brown type soul here —
more of a modern take on that
genre.

I first came across Sy when [ was
writing a music chart for the Burt
Bacharach song “The Look of
Love”. Of course one ventures to
the ever-reliable YouTube to find
all things musical. I found a live
recording the wonderful trumpeter
Chris Botti. In 2018, Public Broad-
casting Service (PBS), the U.S.
public broadcaster, released “Great
Performances: The Chris Botti
Band in Concert”, where he was
joined on stage by Sy doing the vo-

cals on The Look of Love and ab-
solutely nailing it. This exhilarating
experience led me to find out more
about Sy Smith.

After graduating from Howard
University in Washington D.C.
with a bachelor degree majoring in
science, she moved to Los Angeles.
She soon began work as a backup
vocalist with Whitney Houston,
Chaka Khan and Macy Gray, made
appearances behind Vonda Shepard
in the television show Ally McBeal
and written for Carlos Santana. In
early 2005, Smith began her own
recording company, Psyko! Inc. In
late 2008, Smith’s
album Conflict received an “Album
of the Year” nomination from Soul-
tracks, a leading online resource
dedicated to classic and modern
Soul Music.

I recently bought her fifth studio
album Sometimes a Rose Will
Grow in Concrete. Unlike the four
studio albums to have preceded fit,
Sometimes a Rose Will Grow in
Concrete is entirely self-written &
produced, revealing the many facets
of Sy’s artistry.

From the stark to the sublime,
highlights include the defiant title
track, the gorgeous, easy funk of
Camelot, the Latin-soul of Catastro-
phe (featuring west-coast percus-
sion icon Sheila E) and the assured,
jazz-combo tease of first single
Now & Later. She endows the
tracks with a jazz singer’s phrasing
and tight pronunciation.

Speaking of Sheila E(scovedo), it
would be remiss of me not to talk
about Sy Smith’s contribution to
another gorgeous album by Sheila
Escovedo’s father, the acclaimed
percussionist Pete Escovedo. The
album I’'m referring to is Back To
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The Bay. If you like latin music I
highly recommend this album. The
link of this album to Sy Smith is
that Sy does the most beautiful ver-
sion of Al Green’s Let’s Stay To-
gether. I recommend you search for
this on YouTube, sit back and be
enthralled. I want that band at my
next garden party!!

So there you have it. Have a lis-
ten to Sy Smith. She’s a real talent.

PUBLIC NOTICE BOARD

Please join us at Monkeyduck Pantry
6172 Araluen Rd Araluen
Monday 3rd August at 10.00 am
Sue will have coffee and cake available
Guest Speaker - hopefully
Craft optional — All welcome

The Uniting Church Op Shop
will be re opening at the shed on the
Church ground at corner of
Duncan/Monkittee Streets on
Wednesday 5th August
Hopefully there each Wednesday till
things return to normal.

In Loving Memory of
Paul John Blundell 30/1/63 19/7/20
Please join us for a
Celebration of Paul’s Life
Saturday 1st August, 2020 at 11:00am
Araluen Hall, Araluen Rd
Light luncheon provided

Counselling Services

Braidwood Holistic Therapies
braidwoodholistic.com.au

0482955340

MONGARLOWE VOLUNTEER BUSHFIRE BRIGADE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Mongarlowe brigade shed

Sunday, 9th August at 10 am.
ALL ARE WELCOME.

Representatives from the QPRC OUTREACH program for
BUSHFIRE RECOVERY ASSISTANCGE will be there, with information
on assistance for those properties affected by the recent fires.

FRIENDS OF THE MONGARLOWE RIVER INC

x;;iﬁ%

The Friends of the Mongarlowe River
Annual General Meeting
(followed by a general meeting)

11am Sunday 23rd August 2020 at BRAG

10 person limit due to COVID
please contact Harry Laing to register your interest on

0456 049540

LETTERS TO EDITOR

Loving that jazz feeling
I'm so enjoying David Mc-

Clymont’s music reviews.
Interesting information about
each musician and so far, I’ve really
enjoyed the three jazz vocalists that
David has introduced to us. Look-
ing forward to the next offering.

Thank you David.

Lorraine Yewdall
Braidwood

Saving Narbethong

Spending time in Narbethong in
recovery after a gruelling opera-
tion last year, then as a sanctuary
during the Fires the excellent de-
sign impressed me. It’s well built
and each of the 14 rooms are com-
fortable and not encroaching on
anyone else with noise!

Any Doctor or Nurse could be
easily accommodated. Some rooms
could even include a partner or
family with sitting room included
by putting in a door. It could be-
come a much more attractive place
and relief staff might stay longer.
That could also mean we could
have doctors available on the week-
ends as well. Useful in a commu-
nity like Braidwood which is
growing exponentially.

The Plan is to knock Narbethong
down and and replace it with 4
rooms/boxes for staff and Parking.
Unbelievable!!  Parking should

have been under the Hospital. What
were the designers thinking?
Money? It beggars Belief!
Knocking down Narbethong is a
waste of resources which is some-
thing Australia has been very good
at. Sure the Building needs to be
renovated is that so unusual with
any house after some years of neg-
lect?
Money rules Australia for short
term Gain!
Sandra von Sneidern
Mongarlowe

CLASSIFIEDS

MOWING and SLASHING

Need fire trails restored, seeded?
Erosion control, tree lines ripped
Poly pipes buried up to 50 mm diameter
(our own plough)

Call Dennis for a quote: 0428 487 724

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
e Light tree work » Wood chipping
* Stump grinding e Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray 0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

GREEN GRASS WANTED
FOR HUNGRY WOMBATS

Narrow or wide leafed long enough to be
picked by hand.
We can’t use lawn clippings or weeds.

PHONE BILL: 0411 375 275
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Rear Lane. 91 Wallace St, Braidwwood NSW
8amfo1pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee
Local Produce | Sweer things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au 0407 222 334

BRAIDWOOD GARDEN CLUB
CELEBRATES 40 YEARS

Braidwood Garden Club is holding its AGM on
Thursday, 13" August in the dining room at Mona Farm
Woolshed commencing at 11.30. Enter from Kings Hwy.

The AGM will be followed by a sit down lunch.
(Social Distancing regulations will apply.)

To celebrate its 40" Birthday four guest speakers will
give their recollections of Braidwood Garden Club.
They include:

* Cheryl Adams (founding President 1980-82,
Vice President 1982-84, and Secretary 1982-83),

K Erika Mordek (Secretary 1989-92),
sk Dot Willcoxson (President 1999-2004), and

gj{@ Kate Chinnick (President 2010-13).

Everyone is welcome to join us on this special
occasion. The cost is $25 for members, $45 for non-
members (includes membership), and $35 for guests.

Please book and pay by 6 August at the Bendigo
Bank.

All enquiries to John Tuckwell: 0408 625156.

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES
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End of an era

Tim Wimborne

Way back in the late 1980s two
fine, fit young men made the deci-
sion to dedicate a substantial part of
their lives to serving their commu-
nity as members of Fire & Rescue
NSW Braidwood Station 236.

It has been a journey that has in-
volved many risks, returned many
rewards and seen Captain Phil Mc-
Grath and Deputy Captain Steven
Hockey invest thousands of hours
to making us all safer. Between
them, Braidwood and countless
other locations around New South
Wales, have benefited from their

combined over 60 years of fire-
fighting and rescue experience.
They have provided a steadfast
foundation of experience on which
others have had the benefit of build-
ing on and they will be missed.

This week Phil and Steve retired
from Fire & Rescue NSW. Their
colleagues and the entire Braid-
wood community wish them the
very best of good fortune in their
future endeavours and are happy to
know we will still see plenty of
them around Braidwood.

Thank you Phil and Steve.

Garden Club plant of the month

Kate Chinnick

Helleborus orientalis or

Lenten Rose.

* Native to Greece, Turkey and the
Caucasus;

e Blooms middle of winter till
spring;

e Grows to 60cm high and wide;

e Prefers a fertile moist soil in part
shade, under deciduous trees;

e Frost hardy;

* Flowers come in many colours:
white, green, pink, red and
purple;

* Propagate from division or seed
in Autumn;

e Check for aphids;

e Cut old foliage back just as
flower buds appear;

e Feed with compost or old manure
after flowering plus dolomite, and

e All parts are poisonous.
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Before visiting a hospital

Southern Region NSW Health

In order to protect patients, staff
and carers against the spread of
COVID-19, we have taken steps
to restrict visitor numbers to its fa-
cilities.

In the Eurobodalla, visitors to
both Batemans Bay and Moruya
District Hospitals will not be per-
mitted until further notice, unless
under exceptional circumstances in
consultation with the General Man-
ager of the facility.

Meanwhile the District will be
encouraging the use of mobile and
digital technology by patients to
maintain contact with loved ones.

In other District health facilities,
only one visitor at a time for no
more than 30 minutes will be per-
mitted, and a maximum of two vis-
itors per day per person will be
allowed until further notice.

Meanwhile mental health facili-
ties are restricted to no visitors,
with each location providing exten-
sive video contact for family mem-
bers and carers.

The steps are necessary in order
to protect against the potential
spread of COVID-19, and we ap-
preciate the patience and under-
standing of the community during
this time.

Vinnies remains closed
but help still available

Vinnies Braidwood shop remains
temporarily closed and unable to
accept donations. Commenting on
behalf of the Canberra-Goulburn
Society of St Vincent de Paul,
Kathryn Maiden said that the or-
ganisation understands that Braid-
wood people miss the shop. “We
are working hard to reopen the
shop as soon as possible,” she
said.

COVID-19 has had financial im-
plications across the globe, and
Vinnies is not immune. Ms Maiden
said that while the shops are avail-
able to provide quality goods to
people in need, their primary func-
tion is to fund the programs and
services that Vinnies run across the
region.

“Throughout the pandemic we
have had to make tough but neces-
sary decisions as to which of our
shops had to close in order for us to
redirect resources to other centres.
Our Braidwood shop relies heavily

on our Mitchell warehouse for
stock and is subsidised by the Soci-
ety to remain open. This is some-
thing that we are unable to support
currently,” said Ms Maiden.

Vinnies is currently in a position
where more of the shops can start to
reopen, however, there are many
factors to be considered, particu-
larly the health and well-being of
the volunteers and employees who
staff the shops. Reopening shops re-
lies in part on ensuring the size of
the shop is large enough to safely
quarantine all donations for 72
hours prior to sorting.

In the meantime, local volunteer
Conference members are still avail-
able to help anyone in need. Ms
Maiden said that people in need of
financial support, material aid or
just someone to talk to, can contact
Vinnies on 0419 445 183, email
braidwood.svdpcg@gmail.com or
call in at the presbytery behind St
Bede’s Church, Fridays 11.00-1.00.
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John R Walker
" Fireground V

Fireground reflects the
collective memory

Braidwood landscape artist, John
R Walker, is currently showing
his latest exhibition at Sydney’s
Utopia Gallery.

Entitled fireground, the exhibi-
tion is a collection of works reflect-
ing the experiences of last summer.

The Sydney Morning Herald’s
art columnist, John McDonald, re-
view of Walker’s exhibition:

After months in lockdown mem-
ories of this season’s bushfire crisis
have already begun to fade. People
are so fixated on the moment, so
ready to focus on present circum-
stances and forget past vexations,
that the fires might have happened
in ancient times rather than a mere
six months ago. For our beloved
Prime Minister that forgetting can’t
happen fast enough. Images of
Scott Morrison sipping cocktails in
Fiji or snatching the hands of un-
willing bushfire victims will always
be associated with this disaster.

The danger in forgetting so
quickly — for reasons of political ex-
pediency or simply the human de-
sire to push away unpleasant
thoughts — is that fire preparations
will lose their sense of urgency. The
economic slump caused by
COVID-19 will force cuts across
the board, with many different sec-
tors competing for government
funds.

It’s imperative that those of us
who only experienced the bushfires
from a distance don’t lose sight of
the magnitude of the catastrophe
and help lay the ground for a repe-
tition. Art has a role to play in keep-
ing memories alive, and John R.

Walker’s Fireground at Utopia Art
provides a first-hand account of the
bushfires that raged around Braid-
wood and further afield.

This show has grown out of
Walker’s observations during the
crisis and his subsequent explo-
rations of a blackened landscape,
but some of his most striking works
are imaginative reconstructions of
stories from the local firefighters.
Fireground 1 (for Bruce R) and
Fireground 2 (for Matty H), take us
right into the thick of the battle. In
the latter, red tongues of flame lap
at spindly trees that have already
been incinerated. A great brown
cloud of smoke surges from the top
of the canvas; the foreground is a
mass of tiny, flickering highlights
and sooty marks — a disintegrating
calligraphy wrecked by the vio-
lence of the fires.

Fireground | adopts a higher,
more distant perspective, all
heat and light, fumes and ashes.

The most minimal and unusual
work is Fireground 4 — a kind of
drawing in oil paint in which the
schematic outlines of a rocky hill-
side or gully are lit up by a savage
smear of red. It portrays the fire as
an open wound draining the life out
of the land in which it lies embed-
ded.

In works such as Fireground 5
(Rebirth), Walker takes a more op-
timistic view, showing the scorched
bushland bursting with new growth.
The red flames of the previous
works have been replaced by bright
green leaves, eager to reassert na-
ture’s good intentions.
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

Eyes On The Road

When driving a car, our eyes
must always stay on the road in
order to reach our destination. Cer-
tainly there are times we need to
glance down to check gauges and
make minor driving adjustments,
but if we take our eyes off the road
for an extended time we are sure to
have an accident.

As Christians, God has commis-
sioned us with a higher purpose for
life with wonderful results that con-
tinue into eternity. We accomplish
that purpose by keeping our eyes on
God and our Heavenly destination.
But as with driving, we all need to
attend to the things of this life, like
obtaining food, clothing and shelter
for ourselves and family.

A problem arises when we are
overly distracted by the details of
life and get our eyes on attaining
wealth, success and such. Ironi-
cally, we can quickly lose focus of
God in our drive to secure comfort.
When our eyes are off our eternal
destination, it should come of no
surprise when our spiritual life
comes to an abrupt stop.
In eternity, if God asks why our

spiritual-life crashed and brought
no glory to Him, it will be embar-
rassing to admit we took our eyes
off the Christian objective because
we were too focused on personal
objectives or texting the mundane
things of this life.

Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, and lean not on your own un-
derstanding. In all your ways ac-
knowledge Him, and He shall direct
your paths. Proverbs 3:5-6

Parish Scribbler

Uniting Church

A winter’s morning in Braid-
wood. Frost, giving firm body to
blade and leaf, sparkles as dawn
brings promise of sunshine. Trees
unadorned in brute strength, offer
peeks at buildings usually sheltered
by dancing leaves. Ducks land on
chimneys, catching the warmth and
early sun, honking their chatter.
Smoke disgorged from squat chim-
neys travels flat along the skyline,
weaving between roofs. Magpie
choristers chant out their hymns of
praise. Parrots wander through
damp grass picking up yummy
morsels, ever mindful of movement
in their vicinity, ever ready to fly
out of reach. Graceful swans stay
indoors, beloved ornaments, swim-
ming through rivers of past memo-
ries. Air conditioners hum as they
warm our homes: steam rising from
little square boxes nestling beside
cottage and mansion. Cars deco-
rated by frost patiently wait for
warming rays to wipe away their
ice and cold. Mobility scooters:
travelling friendship, waving the
flag. Steam rises from frosted mail-
boxes, waiting expectantly, hope-
fully, for encouragements on paper.
Cafes spill out the smell of coffee,
bacon and fresh bread as patrons
hurry in to warmth and sustenance.
There is a beauty to winter in Braid-
wood that inspires and enlivens.
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The fingerprints of the creator God
on show for those who will look
and see. Blessings from Dr July
Fletcher and the congregation of
Braidwood Uniting Church, (02)
4842 2568. Weekly Garage Sales
begin Sth August, cnr Duncan and
Monkittee Streets, 9-3.

St Bede’s Parish

Mass each Saturday Vigil at
6.00pm. Social distancing, hygiene
requirements and recording atten-
dance procedures will have to be
observed.

Tuesday Masses: July at 10am in
Church Meditation: Thursdays at
1.30am in the Presbytery.

Adoration: Everyone is welcome
to Adoration every Friday, any time
between 9am-10 am as an opportu-
nity for private prayer in front of the
Blessed Sacrament. Lighting of
candles for special intentions is
available. Entry is up the side ramp
entrance of the church.

Reflection on the Gospel 17th
Sunday Ordinary Time - Got What
I Wanted

Many years ago Bill sat with
Shirley on her family’s front lawn
talking late into the evening. It was
their third date, and they were
falling in love. He talked about how
he wanted to own a big company

and have lots of people around who
admired him.

She wanted to be a writer whose
published stories and poems would
touch people’s hearts. When they
talked about it together, these
dreams seemed almost a sure thing.

It didn’t turn out quite the way
they imagined it. Bill did work for
himself, but his business never
grew. He was a soft touch for every
down-and-out person. He hired a
number of them - some of whom
went on to great success of their
own but most of whom just kept
body and soul together. As for
Shirley, a few of her poems got put
in the parish bulletin, but with kids
and now grandkids to tend to, she
didn’t have much time for creative
writing.

Now, on their 50th wedding an-
niversary, Bill and Shirley renewed
their marriage vows. The church
was packed that day with men and
women grateful for the second and
third chances Bill gave them, and
with countless friends and family
members who had stashes of
Shirley’s inspiring letters, cards,
and notes tucked away for safe
keeping.

Sometimes dreams do come true.

Sdve £,
The 58 ,mncff@
55:3“*-'!”’ & Crafyg s’
a¥e :
102 Wallace St, Braidwood Fh: 4842 2886
10am—dpm Friday - Saturday = Sunday
Email: dgebraidwood@gmail.com
+ Unusual gifts
# Hand-made, vintage & colourful items
# Selected craft supplies
+ Craft classes with owner Fiona Hammond
Fallow us on Facebook and Instagram

“No job
too small”

from decks to
complete houses
Member of Master

Builders Vic & NSW
Lic Mo, 2510760

HVB BUILDING

& CONSTRUCTION PTY LTD

Hans Viser
0427 350 118 or 4842 1467

R&D Bigg;\El\l\ !.(_erprises

M Landscaping
M Gardening M Fencing
M Property M Kanga hire

maintenance M Lawncare

Damo: 0429 885 555
Bec: 0403 319 359
drbigg@activ8.net.au
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S. Bevege Mechanical Repairs
5B KL Bevege LS R MYEL247TS, Mobie Lic o MYRLACRES

17 Monkittee Street Braidwood
= Onsite service available.

= Full mechanical repairs &
servicing of cars, trucks,
tractors & farm machinery.

= Rego Inspections & CTP
insurance.

« Maxxis tyres.
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Golf news

Last Saturday the Braidwood
Golf Club played the annual Betty
and Vic Jones Memorial Trophy,
with thanks to David Jones for his
ongoing sponsorship of this event.

The game was an Irish 3 Ball Sta-
bleford medley.

Winners: Brendan Sly, Tom
Duffy, Nick Fry — 77pts

Runners Up: Mark Newman,
Rod Royds, Tom Duffy — 72pts

Ball Comp: Michael Toirkens,
John Harb, Scott Gwinn — 71pts,

Margy Gardner, Donna Kuhn,
Nick Fry - 69pts c/b

Players are reminded that the
Men’s Competition hits off at 12.15
and players must be registered by
noon. Women must register by
11.15 am for a 11.30 hit-off.

Coming up in August:
Saturday August 1: Men’s Stroke

(Monthly Medal)
Women’s  Stroke (Monthly
Medal)

Saturday August 8: Men’s Single
Stableford- Ross Lawless Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford —
Braidwood Beauty Studio Trophy
Saturday August 15: Committee
Meeting 10.30am.
Men’s 2BBB Stableford — Greg

& Les Hart Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford — Di
Freeman Trophy

Saturday August 22: Men’s Sin-
gle Stableford — Steve Cansell Tro-
phy

Women’s Single Stableford —
Amanda Hall Trophy

Saturday August 29: Medley
2BBB Stableford — 12.15 pm. Hit
Off-All Players Daagun Aboriginal
Corporation Trophy

The 40th Annual Sapphire Coast
Week of Golf is on October 17-25,
2020. Details are on the Notice
Board.
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The following events are coming
up for women:

RMC Women’s Open Day is on
August 13, cost $30, closing date
August 4;

CSGA Foursomes Champi-
onship, 2020, Gold Creek Golf
Club, Sunday August 23. Closing
August 18. $35 per player, $70 per
pair;

Goulburn Golf Club Women’s
Open 3-person Stabrose event, Wed
26 August, closing 19 August, Cost
$15 per player.

Please contact Michelle Henry if
you're interest in any of these
events.

(L) Harry Shoemark heads off for the

line.

appreciative spectators watch from their cars.

Redbacks Flanker Joel Jordon crashes the all up under the watchful eye of Harry Shoemark.

PHOTOS BY PAUL COCKRAM
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local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

Redbacks pipped by
Taralga Tigers

Nick Pengelly

The South Coast/Monaro Rugby
Championship finally got under-
way yesterday for the Braidwood
Redbacks with a close loss to last
years grand finalists the Taralga
Tigers by 28 to 17.

In very tough encounter the
Tigers ran out four tries to three in
an exciting game that demonstrates
the Redbacks will be genuine finals
contenders for the shortened 2020

STOP PRESS

campaign. The Redbacks this sea-
son have been bolstered by locals
lads Fynn Walker, Matt Thornton
and Jeremy Ramm to add some
youthfulness into a side that have
incrementally gone from strength to
strength since there reintroduction
into the competition in 2017.

The try scorers for the Redbacks
were captain Jake Holland, prop
Kris Anderson and fullback Harry
Shoemark who has now scored 19
tries for the Redbacks in two years.
Coach Box Hayes was forced to
make positional changes over the
last few weeks with vice-captain
Cade Graf moving from No. 8 to
the front row and Robbie Bell find-
ing his home at outside centre.

Veteran Billy Halligan, who had
put in an exception pre-season slot-
ted into No.8 and showed strength
and speed up the middle that defied
his advancing years and subse-
quently earned him man of the

match and the Players Player
award. As with most season open-
ing games many of the set moves
were a little rusty which will only
improve as the season advances.

However the Redbacks matched
comp favourites Taralga in very
facet of the game and showed ab-
solute resilience in Defence deliv-
ering the coaching staff plenty to
work with at training this week.
Three points went to Billy Halligan,
two points Joshua Southwell-Nobbs
and one point Matt Thornton.

Getting the Redbacks on the field
this year has been huge effort by all
those involved. The COVID-19 dis-
aster has presented many chal-
lenges across the whole community
including major changes to our nor-
mal lives and we are absolutely
grateful that we have been able fi-
nally get back on the field and play
some sport, be it under strict condi-
tions.

Many people become quite frag-
ile under these kind of conditions
and our ability to play sport and feel
the comradery certainly helps our
mental well-being. Subsequently
we would like to send out a huge
thankyou to Tanya Hayes who took
up the position of Braidwood Red-
backs COVID-19 Manager. Tanya
has worked extremely hard over the
last 5 weeks, under guidance of the
NSW Government and Brumbies,
in developing a COVID-19 Man-
agement Plan that sets the strict
rules and regulations around Rugby
training and match days.

Additionally Tanya has been at
every training ensuring that the
Players and coaching staff adhere to
these strict guidelines which in-
clude the continual cleaning of balls
and equipment and player hand
sanitising. Additionally the Red-
backs would like to thank the
Braidwood community for follow-
ing the “no spectator on the
ground” rule that has been directed
by the NSW Government. Our
home ground support is usually
worth at least 12 points for the Red-
backs — we definitely missed you!

Next week sees the Redbacks
travelling to arch rivals Bungendore
where we will be trying to win the
Palerang Shield for the second year
in arow!

e ———— —

HORRORSCOPE

Gotcha

A good year for humming quietly
to yourself. Perhaps, “I’ve seen fire
and DP’ve seen rain ... now it looks
like I’ll never see you again”. 2020,
a perfect apocalyptic vision.

Lost

Who’d have thought we could
have survived this long without so
many vital gizmos. According to
Facebook we’ve been mindlessly
cotton-budding our ears when we
should have been using a revolu-
tionary mini auger. Apparently it’s
so much fun you need to invite
your friends around to laugh mer-
rily as you remove mountains of
otic debris.

Virtue

Truth is right out the window this
week and maybe for ever. If you're
of a mind to surrender to Face-
book, youw’ll see ads spruiking
hemp oil. “It’s just amazing”, say
an assortment of Australian actors.
One of the testimonials comes
from Bill Hunter, “After using
Hemp Oil for two weeks I was al-
ready feeling like a new me”.
Hmm? The great Bill Hunter
passed away in 2011. Perhaps ‘big
pharma’ should be worried as
claimed.

Pies Might Flig

Jupiter transits in a beautiful trine
to your sign from your sector of
love, romance, pleasure, children
and creativity. And if you can ac-
tually do all or indeed any of that
while maintaining social distancing
may the stars be with you.

Scorporation
Nothing will be how it was. Who’d
have thought that the army could
be controlling the border between
NSW and Victoria and we’d all be
cheering them on?

Sanguine

You tend to me sentimental and
nostalgic these days. Your emo-
tions and emoticons are all mixed
up. Why just the other day you
saw a post that moved you so
much it took ages to decide be-
tween a simple, or maybe it was
worth , but it made you that
you couldn’t decide.

Aquatic

The demon Adani is coming still.
Water might be the elixir of life
but so far that has not stopped
them. Coal is on its last legs but it
seems like baron remains in the
politicians’ pocket more than bar-
ren remains on their mind.

Compost

A burst of new energy has been in-
jected into Braidwood’s parks and
gardens in recent times. What a
difference does enthusiasm make.
Onya mate, good luck with your
return to indoor plants.

Thesaurus
What you have here in your hot
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