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Robin Tennant Wood

Following a well-attended com-
munity meeting on 17 May, Braid-
wood Urban Landcare Group
(BULG) and the Braidwood Com-
munity Association (BCA) have
joined force to urge council to con-
tinue funding the program to erad-
icate European wasps from the
district.

In a joint submission, the two or-
ganisations have called on QPRC
for an increased commitment of
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dedicated funding for a wasp con-
trol program to ensure no disrup-
tion to future baiting programs at
crucial times in the season.

The submission to council points
out that numerous Braidwood
businesses struggled over the re-
cent autumn period as numbers of
wasps in town became problem-
atic.

Autumn is when new queens
leave existing nests in search of
new nesting sites prior to winter hi-
bernation. Each nest can produce

Local residents meet at the Club for a-presentation about Wasp control.
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thousands of new queens. Wasp
numbers, if left uncontrolled, will
grow exponentially, as will the risk
of incidents where people are
stung.

The autumn period is a crucial
opportunity to eradicate new
queens and prevent new nests
coming online in the following
spring.

In Braidwood, based on the level
of activity experienced this au-
tumn, it is likely that we will see
great numbers of new colonies in
our urban areas, surrounding farm-
land and reserves in the coming
spring.

The submission states that, “As
a community we need to be mo-
bilised and organised with an ef-
fective plan in place for spring
when new queens emerge from hi-
bernation and begin egg laying.”

“To be effective”, it continues,
“the strategy for wasp eradication

must extend for a minimum of five
years ahead with adequate funding,
resources, and commitment to en-
sure continued control.”

BULG is conducting a commu-
nity questionnaire to gauge levels
of interest in collective action. We
have had over 50 responses and it
is clear from this, as well as feed-
back from the community meeting,
that there is a high level of commu-
nity support for ongoing wasp
eradication measures. BULG has
invested group fundraising to pur-
chase traps and lure ready to use in
anticipation of spring activity.

In their submission, the two or-
ganisations stress that QPRC has
been responsive to community
concerns and has been conducting
wasp control measures, including
funding a baiting program on
Council and Crown lands, over the
last two years. However, they note
that despite the work that council
has recently funded to trap and bait
wasps, the wasp numbers are still
climbing.

There remains concern that a
gap in payment to the contractor
due to insecure funding arrange-
ments resulted in a servicing gap in
the program, which may have re-
duced the efficacy of the program.

“It is clear that a higher level of
effort is needed and this effort
needs be across tenure and coordi-
nated to make the most effective
use of what resource Council and
the community have available.”

The European wasp issue in
Braidwood presents a major risk to
everyone’s personal health and
safety and is a significant threat to
tourism, agriculture, and wildlife.
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EDITORIAL Robin Tennant Wood

Too smart for our
own good

“Open the pod bay doors, Hal.”

“I’'m sorry Dave, I can’t do that.”

In the Kubrick masterpiece,
2001: A Space Odyssey, based on
a short story, The Sentinel, by
Arthur C. Clarke, the supercom-
puter, HAL (an anagram for
Heuristically programmed ALgo-
rithmic computer), is programmed
to take a spaceship with five astro-
nauts on board to Jupiter.

When things start to go wrong,
two of the astronauts decide that if
necessary, they will disconnect
HAL and fly the ship manually.
HAL, however, learns of this plan
and cannot let human interference
stop it from completing its mission
as programmed. The computer
thus begins to systematically kill
the humans by turning off their life
support systems in order to prevent
them from jeopardising the com-
puter’s mission. Four of the five
astronauts are killed before Dave
manages to dismantle the rogue
computer.

The movie was made in 1968
and the story on which it was based
was first published in 1951. The
concept of superhuman artificial
intelligence was still very much in
the realm of science fiction.

Fast forward to 2023: last week
the chief executives of three of the
biggest companies currently devel-
oping Al made a joint statement
calling for development of new Al
systems to be shut down, or at least
a six month moratorium put on it.

The current Al model — Genera-
tive Pre-trained Transformer 4
(GPT4) — is in use, but the devel-
opers themselves fear that the next
generation Al poses the sort of risk
to humanity fictionalised by Clarke
and Kubrick 60 years ago.

The underlying premise is that
we are unprepared to deal with an
intelligence far in excess of our
own, but which lacks human
morality. This was put to the test a
few weeks ago when Al re-
searchers programmed a drone to
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undertake a task, but enabled hu-
mans to override the programming.
When they did so, like HAL in
2001, the drone attacked the hu-
mans. A case of life imitating art?

The problem with machines that
have super-human intelligence is
that they don’t have human empa-
thy or morality. They will also be
capable of reproducing their intel-
ligence, making it even faster and
more powerful.

The concern of the Al execs is
that we are unprepared for the con-
sequence of Al challenging human
life. Humans versus future gen Al
would be like a suburban under-
10s rugby team versus the All
Blacks.

What would happen, for
example, if Al was programmed
to stop climate change! The
supercomputers would identify
the root cause of the problem,
humans, and remove it.

As Al is not a moral agent, there
is no question that it would remove
us in exactly the same way as we
bulldoze trees in the way of a new
road.

How many of the systems that
keep our society functioning are
computerised? Pretty much all of
them. Transport, defence, commu-

nications, finance, security. Invest-
ment banks, Goldman Sachs esti-
mates that up to 300 million jobs
worldwide could be lost to Al, al-
lowing the biggest and richest
companies to profit by using Al in-
stead of humans.

The Al execs who signed the
statement calling for a moratorium
on Al development until we catch
up with what we’ve created, iden-
tify 15 risks of AL These are:

e Lack of transparency

e Bias and discrimination

* Privacy concerns

e Ethical dilemmas

e Security risks

* Concentration of power

* Dependence on Al

e Job displacement

* Economic inequality

e Legal and regulatory challenges
e Al arms race

e Loss of human connection

e Misinformation and manipulation
 Unintended consequences

e Existential risks

Science fiction is full of exam-
ples of machines gone rogue, but
until now, it’s never been put to the
test. Are we ready to control what
we’ve created?

The creators themselves don’t
think so.

IPART proposes changes to council
rate peg methodology

IPART media release

The Independent Pricing and Reg-
ulatory Tribunal (IPART) has
today released a draft report pro-
posing changes to the rate peg
methodology and suggesting the
NSW Government consider com-
missioning an independent review
of the financial model for councils
in NSW.

“IPART thanks ratepayers and
councils who have given feedback
so far in our review of the rate peg
methodology. The consultation has
been very helpful and we propose
changes to IPART’s rate peg

methodology as a result,” said
IPART Chair Carmel Donnelly.

The rate peg is the maximum
amount in percentage terms by
which a council can increase its
total rates income in a year. [IPART
sets this percentage every year as
the delegate of the Minister for
Local Government.

Our consultation included input
from councils and ratepayers
through workshops, focus groups
and submissions. There were
nearly 3,400 responses to the sur-
vey of ratepayers and more than 90

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
e Light tree work  Wood chipping

e Stump grinding e Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray 0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

submissions to our Issues Paper.

“Our review has shown the cur-
rent rate peg methodology can be
improved to better reflect changes
in council costs to maintain serv-
ices, while continuing to help
ratepayers by limiting increases in
total rates revenue to what is
needed,” said Ms Donnelly.

“We propose more forward
looking measures of councils’ base
costs, and our changes also better
capture the diversity of councils
across the State,” said Ms Don-
nelly.

Our proposed new rate peg
methodology is designed to re-
spond to many of the issues raised
in the consultation. But it cannot
address all the issues people have
highlighted during the consulta-
tion. The rate peg cannot ade-
quately address the efficiency or
sustainability of the cost base of
councils.

The Tribunal believes it would

be timely for the NSW Govern-
ment to initiate an independent in-
vestigation into the financial model
for councils in NSW, including
broader issues highlighted in
IPART’s recent consultation.

We encourage stakeholders to
make submissions on the Draft Re-
port, by 4 July 2023. This is avail-
able on IPART’s website. We will
also hold an online public hearing
in July 2023.

IPART will consider all feed-
back before finalising its review
and submitting the Final Report to
the NSW Government in August
2023.

Highgate [T Services
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Deborah at the door.

Vintage Drawer celebration

Wednesday June 14, 2023 — 3

SERVICE SPOTLIGHT

Influenza vaccination
with Capital Chemist
Braidwood

An annual influenza
vaccination provides you
the best protection
against flu each Winter.

Influenza is a highly contagious
viral infection that is responsible
for major outbreaks of illness
around the world, peaking over
the Winter months. Unlike the
common cold, influenza can cause
life-threatening illness and
dangerous complications such as
pneumonia and bronchitis.

It is estimated that each year, flu
contributes to an average of
13,500 hospitalisations and 3,000
deaths among Australians aged
over 50 vears.

At Capital Chemist Braidwood,
we provide a convenient, quick
and easy vaccination service in
the privacy of one of our

consulting rooms. No
appointment is necessary to
receive your influenza vaccination
and our pharmacists can
vaccination everyone 5 years and
over.

This year, there are two 2023
influenza vaccinations available for
you to choose from. Both contain
the four most up-to-date
influenza strains, but their
manufacturing process differs.
Our pharmacists can explain the
benefits of the different vaccines
to help you choose.

Our pharmacists can also
provide National Immunisation
Program (NIP) influenza
vaccinations for those over 65
years, and pregnant women. An
administration charge applies for
these vaccinations.

There was dancing in the street last
Saturday as Deborah Thompson
relaunched her popular Vintage
Drawer at 108 Wallace Street with
an event that was a musical street
party as well as a reopening.

Winter sunshine and a long
weekend brought visitors to town
and the event organisers could not
have asked for more.

The relaunch on Saturday fea-
tured young Queanbeyan-based
performer Jerikye Williams, whose

Elvis-style quift gets more magnif-
icent with every performance and
whose talent is immense.

Supported by Steve Maher on
keyboard and an impromptu per-
formance by Michael Simic,
Jerikye had locals and visitors jiv-
ing in the street.

Specialising in vintage clothing
and accessories, Deborah’s eye for
putting together a high quality col-
lection has drawn attention from
way beyond Braidwood.

Groovin’ on the footpath channeling Elvis with Jerikye and Steve.

Flu Vaccination

2023 Flu shots have arrived!

: our pharmai
)y Capital e about oy
\=Z Chemist flu shot

Braidwood
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Kenrick Winchester QPRC mayor.

New concrete paths have started to
be installed in Braidwood in the
past few weeks.

Excavation work for footpaths
on Elrington Street and Lascelles
Street has started with works on
the Coronation Avenue footpath to
follow. These works will give res-
idents better access to key commu-
nity and recreational facilities.
Please take note of any signage and
traffic arrangements. The footpaths
have received funds from the NSW
Government’s Stronger Country
Communities Fund and Get Active
NSW grants. Works are expected
to take approximately twelve
weeks, depending on weather.

— %k — % — % —

Upgrades to the Braidwood Pool
are also underway. This stage of
the project includes upgrades to the
changerooms, entrance, kiosk and
heating improvements. Works are
expected to be finished around Oc-
tober, just in time for the scheduled
pool season which starts in No-
vember. These works have been
funded through the NSW Govern-
ment’s Stronger Country Commu-
nities Fund and the Federal
Government’s Local Roads and
Community Infrastructure Pro-
gram.

— % — % — % —

We want to hear your thoughts
on our Draft Aquatics Strategic
Plan 2022-2032. Whether they’re
used for summer fun, swimming
carnivals, daily exercise, or learn
to swim lessons, our pools, pro-
grams and services offer some-
thing for everyone. Our pools have
played an important role in our
community for a long time, and
they are coming to the stage in
their life cycles where they need
replacement or major renewal. The
draft strategy outlines long-term
objectives and provides a clear di-
rection for the detailed action plans
to follow. I encourage you to read

FROMTHE QPRC MAYOR’S DESK

the strategy and share your feed-
back on what you want from the
pools in the future. The draft strat-
egy is on exhibition until 6 July at
yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au/draft-
aquatics-strategic-plan

— %k — % — 3k —

I’m sure we all have some old
electronic items hanging around
that we’re not quite sure what to do
with. These electronic items have
really important and valuable ma-
terials that can be reused in other
products. Did you know you can
recycle some eWaste items at our
waste facilities? At the Bungen-
dore and Braidwood Waste Trans-
fer Stations you can drop off
computers, screens, TVs, printers,
computer parts and accessories. At
the Queanbeyan Waste Minimisa-
tion Centre you can drop off mo-
bile phones and printer cartridges.
There are also some businesses
that are part of the national elec-
tronic recycling scheme and you
can find these at recyclingn-
earyou.com.au. For more informa-
tion and to find the opening hours
for Council waste facilities, visit
gprec.nsw.gov.au/Waste-Environ-
ment/Waste

— %k — % — 3k —

Staff have recently started deliv-
ering extra FOGO kitchen caddy
liners to properties that have the
FOGO service. Keep an eye out for
the new liners which will be placed
near your front door or garage. The
process will take a few weeks but
if you’re running out of the liners
you can always pick up an extra
roll of liners at any of our Cus-
tomer Service Centres.

— % — % — 3k —

Service NSW is returning to
Braidwood with their Mobile Serv-
ice Centre on Wednesday 21 June.
They will be open from 9am to
3pm at Ryrie Park on Wilson
Street. For more information on
the services the Mobile Service
Centre provides, visit
service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/mo-
bile-service-centres

— % — % — 3k —

This Wednesday 14 June the
Council Meeting agenda includes
reports to Council on the Quarterly
Budget Review Statement, a num-
ber of development applications,
and the adoption of the child safe
policy and amended code of con-
duct. Read the full agenda, find out
how to make a submission and
watch the meeting online at
bit.ly/MinutesAgendas

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Pool refurbishment
on schedule

The Braidwood Memorial Pool is
currently undergoing a major re-
furbishment.

The original buildings, which
comprised the kiosk and change-
rooms, were demolished last
month to make way for new infra-
structure. This will include a new
entrance, kiosk, changerooms and
improvement to heating.

QPRC has overseen the work,
awarded by tender to Rice Con-
struction Group, after receiving a
grant of $1 million.

This work represents Stage 1 of
the total plan for upgrading the
pool, which, according to QPRC,
has gone “well beyond its expected
life cycle.”

Stage 2, for which no grant has
yet been awarded, will include a
new plant room and a gymnasium.

The pool was retiled in 2020 and
some plumbing work undertaken
to repair leaks.

The current work is expected to
be completed in time for the 2023-
24 swimming season in October.

Dog

Ange Hunter and Jake Annetts lost
their home and much of their gar-
den on the night the North Black
Range fire swept towards Braid-
wood. But in the three years since,
the couple has rebuilt and re-
planted and the fruits of their work
are now available in town

Ange has opened a pop-up shop
at 42 Wallace Street, opposite the
Wallace Street Surgery, selling or-

Ange in the shop

Leg Farm pops up

ganic, locally grown herbs, herbal
products, handmade textile prod-
ucts and a range of related items.
While the shop is officially a
‘pop-up’, Ange told the Changing
Times that depending on the re-
sponse, “we’ll see how it goes.”
She’s been selling at various
markets around the region, but
being able to display the whole
range in one place is an advantage.
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BCS participates in
think-tank workshops

Last week seventeen Braidwood
Central School (BCS) students
from Years 4 through to 10 joined
in-person workshops that brought
together students from across the
local government area.

The workshops, held at Quean-
beyan High School, were part of a
wider program throughout the
South-East Region where 309 stu-
dents from 27 schools met to in-
vestigate real-world situations,
engage in guided discussions as
well as speaking and thinking ac-
tivities.

Run by the local charity, the
Consensus Education Foundation,
the program is jointly funded by
the Commonwealth and the New
South Wales Government through
the Children and Young People
Wellbeing Initiative Project.

The program is supported lo-
cally with a continuing online
course generously sponsored by
the Braidwood Community Bank.

Mr Julian Davies is the Execu-
tive Officer of Consensus Educa-
tion and has been instrumental in
setting up the charity.

Mr Davies said “Consensus Ed-
ucation Foundation came from my
volunteering for over a dozen years
at BCS, teaching debating, public
speaking, media studies and criti-
cal thinking. We have a clear focus
on students from regional disad-
vantaged communities.”

The Foundation focuses on de-
veloping critical thinking skills
amongst students.

Mr Davies said “The attention of
our efforts in developing critical
thinking skills comes from our be-
lief in their core value in setting up
students not just for academic suc-
cess but as the basis for being ef-
fective thinkers and engaged
citizens.”

At last week’s workshop, stu-

dents were introduced to the limi-
tations and biases that limit think-
ing such as cognitive biases and
preferences, external pressures,
norms and groupthink.

Mr Davies said “The aim is to
enable students to engage in
guided dialogue that examines
real-world events and societal
structures and viewpoints in rea-
sonable, perceptive and empathetic
ways.”

BCS Year 8 Student, Natalie
Clifton enjoyed the challenge of
the workshop.

Natalie said “We got to think
about things we would not nor-
mally think about and consider dif-
ferent ways of reasoning.”

The workshop include hands on
activities.

Natalie said “We had to talk on
the spot without using certain
words as well as group work where
we had to use an obscure object to
solve a problem. It certainly chal-
lenged the way we think and
process ideas.”

BCS Principal has been an en-
thusiastic supporter of the Consen-
sus Education Foundation.

Ms Mosely said “BCS has a long
working relationship with Mr
Davies. The current program being
conducted by the Foundation is
providing excellent learning out-
comes and equipping our students
with skills to problem solve in in-
novative ways. A big thank you
must also go to the Braidwood
Community Bank for its ongoing
support.”

Council to consider
solar carparks

Robin Tennant Wood

Queanbeyan Palerang Council will
consider a policy to implement
solar panels on new carparks in a
motion to be put by Cr Katrina
Willis at this week’s ordinary
meeting of council.

The installation of solar panels
on covered carparks is common
across Europe and in many Aus-
tralian local government areas as a
simple and cost-effective means of
providing clean and renewable en-
ergy to businesses, while also pro-
viding a way to reduce energy bills
and boost sustainability.

Cr Willis’ motion notes QPRC’s
commitment to reducing the re-
gion’s carbon footprint and that our

regional transport network sup-
ports a zero emissions target.

The motion in the business paper
for the meeting states that, “facili-
tating the installation of solar pho-
tovoltaic cells on roofing over car
parks can assist our community in
achieving the goal of net zero
emissions. It also provides the po-
tential for co-locating electric ve-
hicle public charging infrastructure

that can be powered by renewable
energy.”

At this stage, the motion is just a
policy proposal, but if adopted by
council it could mean that the pro-
posed off-street carpark in Braid-
wood to be located at the council
depot behind the former D&S Mo-
tors, could become a solar carpark
with benefits to local Braidwood
businesses.
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[above] Rosemary Alexander, Carol Hancock, Kerrin Glover, Jean Cargill, Mandy O’Brien [below] Representing Southern
Tableands Group Jeanette McCoullough’s entry in the Traditional Latvian Dressed Doll

Braidwood CWA at brisk
Bathurst conference

Mandy O’Brien

The annual CWA conference was
held in Bathurst this year and five
members from the Braidwood
CWA were in attendance as dele-
gates and observers as part of the
600-strong participants.

With over 25 motions debated
covering issues across agricultural
and environmental problems, edu-
cational, health and social matters,
transport and telecommunication
topics and urgency motions, as
well as a Gala dinner, twinning
dinners with other CWA branches
and committee meetings at the end
of each day, the pace was hectic.

Awards

There are 364 branches of the
CWA throughout NSW and our
Braidwood Branch was honoured
with some highly contested
awards. We are so proud to an-
nounce that Jean Cargill’s Ginger
Fluff Sponge survived the snow
squalls through the steep and wind-
ing Abercrombie and arrived intact
to be honoured with the second
prize award from over 30 entries!
A great feat, congratulations Jean.

The country of study for all
CWA branches this year was
Latvia. One of the competitions
was to research the traditional
dress of Latvia and present a doll
in traditional Latvian dress. The
Latvian Ambassador Margers
Krams who spoke at the confer-
ence, admitted seeing the dolls in
traditional dress and the other com-
petition entries, made him and his
staff feel homesick. Jeanette Mc-
Coullough’s doll was chosen to
represent the Southern Tablelands
Group at state level. A wonderful

achievement so congratulations to
Jeanette another feather in Braid-
wood’s cap.

The coveted Agricultural and
Environment Moore Award was
also won by the Braidwood Branch
in recognition for their efforts in
raising awareness of agricultural
and environmental issues through-
out the year. The entry entitled
“Braidwood CWA: All Things
Feral” obviously caught the judges
attention along with the topics cov-
ered and the presentation which al-
lowed everyone to view the
information, iMovie’s and Power-
Point presentations via QR codes
throughout the entry.

Inspiring speakers

Interesting keynote speakers
throughout the four-day confer-
ence included 2022 Australian of
the Year Local Hero, Shanna
Whan, CEO, creator and founder
of Sober In the Country (SITC).
Shanna was inspiring as she related
her story and encouraged us all to

Mrs Joy Beames, CWA State President,
Mrs Margaret Barrett, State
Agricultural and Environmental Officer,
presenting the Moore Award to
Mandy O’Brien Braidwood CWA
Agricultural and Environmental Officer.

help out visitors, family members
and friends to have sparkling water
or soft drinks available at social
gatherings and “it’s okay to say
no” to an alcoholic drink.

Fiona Nash, the Regional Educa-
tion Commissioner, addressed the
Conference. Her vision is “No
matter the location every student
no matter what their age should
have access to education to reach
their potential.” Her role is to
bring discussion to government
and highlight issues that are affect-
ing education in rural, regional and
remote areas.

Detective  Chief  Inspector
Cameron Whiteside State Rural
Crime Coordinator and Ann Bren-
nan, Policy and Project Officer
both from the Rural Crime Preven-
tion Team NSW Police shocked us
with the fact that 50% of rural
crimes are not reported. He and
Ann both emphasised that the
Rural Crime Prevention team is
useless if crimes are not reported,
reiterating that you shouldn’t give
up in trying to report a suspected
crime concluding by saying that “if
you want us to solve it we need to
know about it and never think the
crime or theft is too small because
it just may be the final piece of the
puzzle in solving a crime”.

Resolutions

An abridged summary of some of

the Motions discussed included the

following where very active dis-

cussion pursued on the desexing of

cats and the protecting koala habi-

tats to name a few. These ladies

can certainly argue the fors and

against passionately!

Motion 3 To adopt a sustainability policy
development policy LOST

Motion 4 To advocate for the enforced
desexing of pet cats across NSW
PASSED

Motion 5 To advocate the free installation
of reflective safety devices around
electricity poles and struts where agri-
cultural machinery is used. PASSED.

Motion 6 To advocate for strengthened
legislation to protect koala habitat.
PASSED

Motion 7 To advocate for Regional
Strategic Weed management Plans.
PASSED

Motion 8 Vaping and e-cigarettes was re-
worded as there is already a ban on
these in schools. The re worded mo-
tion was PASSED.

Motion 9 Greater funding for research
into adenomyosis. PASSED

Motion 10 Reduce the cost of diagnosing
and treating adult ADHD. PASSED

Motion 11 Sponsorship of international
nurses. Standing Orders were put
aside as there was a lot of discussion
around this motion but was finally
PASSED

Motion 12 Advocate Shingrix to be avail-
able (More effective shingles vaccine).
PASSED

Motion 13 Advocate the establishment of
a dedicated Palliative Care unit in all
regional hospitals. PASSED

Motion 14 Raise awareness around As-
pergillosis (Fungi’s in our homes
mould etc). PASSED

Motion 15 Advocate for the establish-
ment of a National register of Wills
and Enduring Power of Attorney.
PASSED

Motion 16 Advocate for the urgent action
to address the national housing crisis.
PASSED
Each year a specific Health Re-

search Fund Annual Project is

voted on. Three very important is-

sues were nominated those being

Ovarian Cancer, Diffuse Intrinsic

Pontine Glioma (DIPG) and Pan-

creatic Cancer. Last year $36500

went to research into Ovarian Can-

cer and this health issue again re-

ceived the funding for 2023/2024.
One of the most interesting facts

to come up at the conference was

as early as 1936 the NSW branch

of the CWA passed a resolution in

favour of equal pay for

women. The Braidwood ladies

who attended the conference

agreed that the CWA remains ar-

guably the most influential twenty-

first century women'’s organisation

in New South Wales.
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UPPER SHOALHAVEN LANDCARE NEWS Erin Brinkley

Community Tree Plantings help wrap

Araluen

x Kir

up

It’s been a busy time tree planting
in the Araluen Valley with the
Upper Deua Catchment Landcare
hosting back-to-back revegetation
days on the banks of the Araluen
Creek.

The first tree planting was held
on the cool but sunny Saturday 27

=y 7

May. Twenty-one volunteers
turned up to help plant over 400
tubestock across two sites along
the creek. Some attendees traveled
from as far as Queanbeyan, but it
was wonderful to see so many Ar-
aluen and Bombay locals pitch in
on the day.

Parents and kids from the Braidwood home-school group explore a rock erosion
control structure.

Ck Restoration Project

The second event, on Tuesday
30 May, invited parents and kids
from the Braidwood home-school
group to come down for a day of
outdoor learning along the creek.
Led by Araluen locals Cath Harri-
son, Helen Waddell and Local
Landcare Coordinator Erin Brink-
ley, twenty-two participants, in-
cluding eleven kids ranging from
under 2 -14 years old, dug in and
got their hands dirty planting an

impressive 150 trees, shrubs and
sedges.

Throughout the day the group
learnt about the geology and gold-
mining history of the Valley and
why it contributes to high levels of
erosion along the creek. The key
message was the importance of
ground cover and vegetation to
help secure sediments and prevent
them from being lost downstream.
After a busy day’s planting and a
quick splash in the creek for the
kids, each family got a couple of
native plants to take home to grow
and remember their reveg day in
Araluen.

These community tree plantings
were some of the final activities in
Upper Deua Catchment Landcare’s
Araluen Creek Restoration Project.
The group embarked on the Project
almost three years ago, acquiring
an Australian Government Bush-
fire Community Recovery and Re-
silience grant to undertake
large-scale erosion control across
13 sites along the Araluen Creek.
Log sills, root balls, rock banks,
livestock fencing and troughs have
been installed, with last week’s
plantings finishing off some of
sites along the creek and its tribu-
taries.

A big thank you to the members
of Upper Deua Catchment Land-
care and the Upper Shoalhaven
Landcare Council for all their sup-
port in delivering both events.
We’d also like to acknowledge the
Foundation of National Parks and
Wildlife Bushfire Recovery Grant
Program for kindly funding the
great spread of sandwiches from
Braidwood’s Concept’s Café to
feed all our hungry volunteers on
the Tuesday and the Saturday.

ROYAL MAIL

BRAIDWO O,

Happy Hour:

6.30-7.30
Thursdays & Fridays

145-147 Wallace St

4842 2488
0414 656 420

royalmailbraidwood @gmail.com
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News trivia

b Former US President Donald
Trump will appear in court
this week facing a number of
federal charges relating to
what?

B Still on legal matters,
Britain’s Prince Harry
appeared in court last week
as a witness for the
prosecution relating to what
charges?

Bl Who was released from
prison last week after 20
years behind bars, after new
evidence came to light
shedding doubt on the
original conviction?

Bl The Reserve Bank last week
raised the cash interest rate
by 25 basis points. What is
the current interest rate?

H Last weekend was the
King’s Birthday holiday. It's
not actually the King’s
birthday, any more than it
was the birthday of the late
Queen. Which former
monarch’s birthday was
actually on 11 June and is
celebrated throughout the
Commonwealth on or
around that date?

@ Australia last week
competed in the final of the
World Test (Cricket)
Championship against
which country?

K Who won?

B Which major city had the
worst air quality in the world
on several successive days
last week? (Bonus: what was
it due to?)

El What was Ted Kaczynski,
who died in an American
prison last week, better
known as?

il Four children were recently
discovered alive in the
Colombian rainforest after
surviving a plane crash.
How many days were they
missing?
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Igniting Creativity

Penny Hanley

Story telling is shared humanity.
We tell stories to create something
coherent that connects with others
to produce fellow-feeling out of
the chaotic, funny, absurd or unjust
things that life flings at us.

And we do this with words.
Words connect our hearts with oth-
ers. Words expand our universe, ig-
nite our creativity, stretch our
brains. When we use them in an in-
spired way, we can move into the
future we want, into a more posi-
tive world. As the philosopher
Wittgenstein said, ‘The limits of
my words are the limits of my
world.’

I think that our words need to be
honest and uplifting, the way small
children’s often are. The magic in-
cantation, ‘Abracadabra’ is from an
Aramaic word meaning: ‘What I
speak is what I create’. Chloeé
Hooper wrote that in her memoir,
Bed Time Story, which features her
two small boys. Contemplating
how to tell them some potentially

tragic news, she writes: ‘Language
is a trap we build to catch mean-
ing.’

It’s enriching to be aware of the
language that we use. When people
do my Kick-Start Your Creativity
workshops they start noticing lan-
guage much more than before, and
their judgement and critical facul-
ties improve, as well as their pow-
ers of expression.

English, properly used, has such
clarity that it’s hard to lie with it
because, used properly, it is that in-
creasingly rare thing in our society:
transparent.

Hemingway said, ‘What writing
will give you is an unfailing, built-
in shit detector.’

We need this more than ever.
The profit-obsessed, polluted, de-
ceitful mess that much of our soci-
ety is in after three or four decades
of NeoLiberalism could not have
begun without them destroying our
language first by replacing as
much of it as possible with sludgy,

Some recent participants’ poems:

WHAT | WANT

I want to meditate

but all | do is hoover.

I' want to play my music
but all | do is hoover.

Hoover, hoover, hoover to soothe my seething soul
Hoover, hoover, hoover - my fairy godmother taught me how
| clean and clean and clean and love

that sucking wheeze
of the hoover, hoover, hoover.

| want to meet my prince
but all I do is hoover.

I want to drink and smoke with visitors

but all | do is hoover.

corporate-speaking obfuscation. If
communication were clear about
what has really been going on, vot-
ers would protest and vote against
this ideology beloved by both
major parties.

On a recent Radio National in-
terview, singer-songwriter Paul
Kelly talked about poetry and
song-writing using the head and
heart at the same time: “We think
feelingly and we feel with our
brains,” he said. This is the inte-
grated response that is often edu-
cated out of us. The word
integration has the same Latin root
as ‘integrity” — meaning sound-
ness, wholeness, completeness.

The Kick-Start  workshops
strengthen participants’ ability to
play with words to create poems
and pieces with a pleasing emo-
tional ‘soundness, wholeness and
completeness’. People can use
their words to win arguments
(wielding a language as complex
as English teaches you everything
you need to know about logic) to
express themselves forcefully or to
write poetry that is accessible, au-
thentic and in their own strong
voice.

LISTLESS

Alist is not such a bad thing
an inventory for my scattered brain
a test pattern that allays my frown

it can take me up or bring me down

With a list | persist with
the hope of fruitful deeds

virtue is my recompense
and the bliss of crossing out

Without a list | tend to list
| free-lance through my day

my tangled scrum rules OK

no obligations, just play

Hoover, hoover, hoover to stop myself from thinking

Hoover, hoover, hoover leaves no time to say goodbye.
It cleans my soul

to hear the dirt and grime and muck

going up and up and up the hoover, hoover, hoover.

I want to heal my heart

but all I do is hoover.

I want some peaceful sanity

but all I do is hoover.

Hoover, hoover, hoover to suck up wicked thoughts

Hoover, hoover, hoover to clean away remorse

It cleans my lonely heart, and task completed now

I look around my spotless house and ask:

Willit lie beside me in my coffin, my hoover, hoover, hoover?

Crit Fair

A list can Llift my spirit

or whip up a storm of indecision
or could be merely sensible

a daily norm

With a list | do the boring tasks
make the calls

buy the stuff

watch cash flow out

Here's a ploy: fake a list

note things already done

a list with a twist, you get the gist
oh, the bliss of crossing out

Olivia Bernardoff
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2023 Scholarship Grants

Palerang Financial Services media release

Braidwood and Bungendore Com-
munity Banks have again hon-
oured their commitment to
supporting education and student
development within our local area
with the awarding of a total of
$25,000 in Scholarship Grants to
six outstanding local students.

The Scholarship Program initia-
tive commenced for our Braid-
wood and Bungendore area in
2012 and has now provided finan-
cial assistance to over 60 students,
with more than $300,000 in fund-
ing during that time being offered
to first entry tertiary and TAFE stu-
dents.

Chairman of the Braidwood and
Bungendore Community Bank’s
Board Garry Cook said that ‘the
funding of the Scholarship Pro-
gram was a vitally important part
of the contribution the Banks make
to our community. Since the Braid-
wood Community Bank opened its
doors in September 2002, the
Community Bank branches have
provided a total of $6.1million in
grants, donations and sponsorship

to community groups including
provision for future projects. The
Annual Scholarship Program is an
investment in education which
yields long term benefit by helping
young people gain access to post-
secondary school study’.
Successful Braidwood & Bun-
gendore Community Bank Schol-
arship applicants initially receive
funding for one year to supplement
study costs — followed by a sec-
ond year of funding, conditional on
their academic performance.
Coordinator of this program,
PFSL Director Dale Towell, says
‘it’s been my absolute pleasure to
play some part in making it possi-
ble for students to achieve their
goals. We would like to offer assis-
tance to all our applicants, but that
isn’t possible. It’s not to say they
aren’t all deserving. Over my five
years involvement with the pro-
gram, | have met outstanding
young people .... they have plans,
a vision sometimes born in their
primary school years, they have
worked towards what they see as

& B Bendigo Bank

sy MICHELLE GUINANE
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their ‘life” and they are very clear
about how to make it all happen.
What astounds me time and time
again, is the sentiment they express
for everyone important to them,
and for how they see their part in
making a difference. Every year, at
the conclusion of each program, I
find myself saying — we are in
good hands with this generation. In
the face of uncertain times, it
warms my heart to know there is a
youth group out there who do have
the genuine and determined affec-
tion for making the world a better
place’.

One of our scholarship recipients
for this year’s program, Michelle
Guinane, said - ‘I'm very grateful

Ficen )
Community Bank Broidwaood
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Michelle Guinane with Nick Fry.

for the significant help the Bendigo
Bank has given me; the financial
pressure of rent, course costs,
placements, food and the general
cost of living has been eased so
much that I can focus more on my
Paramedicine and Nursing degree.
In the end, I will be able to give
back to the community and show
my gratitude for the support the
Bendigo Bank provides to its
young community in helping kids
like me who come from rural areas
have the opportunity to pursue uni-
versity studies.’

Scholarship applications open
every year in October and are ac-
cepted on line by visiting
bendigobank.com.au/scholarships.

Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION
* Family gatherings
o Weddings & celebrations

¢ Conferences

All units are self-contained
with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616

TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe

90 Wallace St, [af the pedestrian crossing]
8amfo1pm | 6 days a week

A

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices ... and more

wiw. dojobread.com.av 0407 222 334
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Braidwood Community Association
responds to TFNSW transport study

- T

The Braidwood Community As-
sociation (BCA) has made a de-
tailed submission to the Transport
for NSW Braidwood and Bungen-
dore Transport Study.

The study focused on key areas
such as: safety, congestion, holiday
traffic, active travel, public trans-
port, and accessing public spaces.
With that in mind, the BCA’s sub-
mission addresses these areas but
has also added parking as an issue.

Safety

The BCA noted concerns about
through traffic ‘rat-running’ on
local residential streets in an at-
tempt to avoid the traffic on Wal-
lace Street. There has been
considerable traffic monitoring
around the town by TINSW and
the BCA would welcome receiving
the full results of recent and previ-
ous traffic monitoring in order to
work on the basis of fact rather
than anecdotal evidence of traffic
on residential streets.

There is also concern that many
motorists and truck drivers coming
down Wallace Street from the
north are not aware of the first
pedestrian crossing and while there
is signage, in the case of trucks de-
scending a hill, there is often less
time to brake. The BCA suggests
additional or better signage on the
footpath to warn pedestrians.

In addressing the issue of heavy
traffic on local streets, the BCA
suggests:

* Greater enforcement of current
speed limits and stop signs by traf-
fic police;

Use of speed cameras as a further
deterrent (not necessarily always
active as in the UK);

Having all stop signs for traffic
going up and down Elrington and
Monkittee Streets (currently, there
are mixed stop and give way signs
which is confusing);

Based on the local examples of
Goulburn and Canberra, reducing
the speed limit to 40 kph on the
Kings Highway through the town
from the current start of the school

zone to past the Chemist; and on
some selected side roads (eg.
along Wilson St past Ryrie Park,
the Pre-School and the newly re-
opened Old Sunday School Hall);
One way traffic around Park Lane
east of Wallace Street would im-
prove safety as school buses and
parents of St Bede’s school use
this route twice daily. New park-
ing arrangements on Monkittee
Street for buses at Braidwood
Central School will need to link
into the route from BCS to St
Bede’s.

Congestion | Holiday
traffic

The problem of traffic congestion
during holiday periods was noted
in 2017 and it has become much
worse in recent years, except for
the bushfire period and Covid-19
lockdowns. As well, there is a
much higher volume of heavy ve-
hicle traffic in recent years, and
these are mainly B-double trucks
or truck and dog combinations
carrying very heavy loads.

A bypass of Braidwood is being
considered as part of the Braid-
wood Structure Plan process.
As currently envisaged, this will
bring significant benefits to those
travelling to / from the south coast,
particularly during peak vacation
times. The benefits to residents and
businesses are less clear cut.

The most obvious benefit would
be to reduce the current traffic con-
gestion through town in peak peri-
ods such as weekends and
holidays. A bypass would also re-
duce the ‘rat run’ traffic on Braid-
wood’s residential streets, whereby
travellers try to bypass the Wallace
Street congestion. It would also
help to divert some of the heavy
vehicle traffic currently travelling
through town.

With the current bypass options
there will still be the issue of heavy
trucks (mainly logging, gravel and
other materials) passing through
the centre of Braidwood as these
come from multiple directions.

The BCA believes there should be
an examination of alternative
routes that heavy trucks can take to
bypass the centre of Braidwood,
while waiting for a decision re-
garding a town bypass. Of the
Conceptual Bypass Examples on
Map 33 of the QPRC Structure
Plan Discussion Paper, the BCA
believes the Long Eastern Route
appears to be the best option.

Active travel

Paths are an important issue for
Braidwood and a priority for all
ages of the community, in
particular, older persons (some
with significant mobility issues,
with an increasing usage of
motorized scooters), children and
teenagers. Braidwood has the high-
est percentage (12.3%) of people
who walk or cycle compared to the
rest of QPRC and yet the town is
still to have a proper network of
foot and bicycle paths installed.

Improved street lighting would
encourage people to walk in the
town after dark. At present
street lighting away from the com-
mercial centre is minimal, and
safety considerations discourage
walking or cycling around town at
night.

The BCA strongly supports the
full implementation of the Bicycle
and Pedestrian Facilities
Plan for Braidwood as soon as fea-
sible. Further grant assistance from
the NSW government would
greatly facilitate this need.

Additionally, the BCA suggests:
» Walking paths along Flood and
Gillamatong Creeks;

A walking/cycle path from Glen-
more Road, down Hoggs Lane
and across Monkittee Creek to
the back of the golf course. This
could join a walking path along
the creek from the Braidwood
Common. This would also pro-
vide access for the creation of
containment lines in the event of
another bushfire emergency;

A pedestrian/cycle path across
Gillamatong Creek from the
north end of Ryrie Street to Glen-
more Road to enable pedestrians
to avoid negotiating the busy
Kings Hwy at the northern end of
town. Glenmore Road is a popu-
lar recreational walking route for
town residents.

Public transport

Braidwood has no public transport
per se. Rixon’s Bus Company of-
fers a one bus a day return shuttle
bus service from Batemans Bay
and South Coast to Canberra via
Braidwood from Sunday to Friday,
but not Saturdays. Murray’s Buses
has a daily Canberra to Narooma
bus service via Braidwood. Resi-
dents can travel to Goulburn and
back on the school bus, leaving at
7.30am. Valmar Community
Transport has some ad hoc bus
services but these only run if prior
bookings are made.

The BCA believes there is a
need to significantly improve bus
services from Braidwood to
Canberra and Goulburn.

There is also a critical need for a
community transport service for
medical  appointments  and
‘return home transport’ after hos-
pital admissions to Canberra,
Goulburn  and  Queanbeyan.
Reisdents sometimes find them-
selves discharged at late hours
when there is no transport option
back to Braidwood.

Accessing public
spaces

Many of the footpaths are difficult
to access for those with mobility
issues or on  motorized
scooters. This needs to be ad-
dressed. Creating access ramps to
footpaths is a simple way to
solve this. BCA notes that QPRC
has funding to create an accessible
car  parking space and
footpath access from the carpark
near the swimming pool to Ryrie
Park.

Car parking facilities in and around
the commercial centre are already
beyond capacity at certain times of
the week, and especially in holiday
periods. There is no designated off-
street parking, and the residential
side streets are becoming de facto
carparks. This is impacting on the
grass verges, roots of significant
old trees and may also be affecting
stormwater drainage.

Highway traffic through Braid-
wood results in periods where traf-
fic slows to a standstill, and
parking is almost impossible. This
impacts on residents as well as vis-
itors and day-trippers.

There is a critical need for more
parking spaces.
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ARALUEN RURAL AIRE SERVICE
ARALUEN RECAEATION RESERVE TRUST
ARALUEN SPORTS DAY
BALLALABA HISTORICAL SOGIETY
BLAZERID
BORQ/MT FAIRY RURAL FIRE SERVICE
BRAIDWOOD DISTRICT EDUCATION FOUNDATION
BRAIDWOOD AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BRAIDWOOD PONY CLUB
BRAIDWOOD AND YILLAGES TOURESM
BRAIDWROD APEX
BRAIDWOOD BOWLING CLUB
EBRAIDWOOD CENTRAL SCHODL
BRAIDWOOD CLEAN ENERGY
BRAIDWWOOD COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
BRAIDWOOD COMMUNITY ARTS GROUP
BRAIDWOOD COMMUNITY RADED
BRAIDWOOD CWA
BRAIDWOOD CRICKET CLUB
BRAIDWOOD FARMERS MARKET
BRAIDWOOD FILM CLUB
BRAIDWDOD FRE & RESCUE
BRAIDWOOD FISHING CLUB
BRAIDWOOD GOLF CLUB
BRAIDWOOD HERITAGE FESTIVAL
BRAIDWOOD HISTORIC CEMETERY
BRAIDWOOD HOSPATAL AUNILIARY
BRAIDWOOD JOCKEY CLUB
BRAIDWOOD JUNIOR RUGBY UNION CLUB
BRAIYWOOD JUNIOR SOCCER CLUB
BRAIDWOOD LIFE CENTRE
BRAIDWODD LITERARY INSTITUTE
BRAIDWOOD LITTLE ATHLETICS
BRAIDWO0D MEN'S SHED
BRAIDWOOD MULTIPURPOSE CENTRE
BRAIDWOOD NATIONAL THEATRE
BRAIDWOOD OLD ANGLICAN COMMUNITY HALL
BRAIDWOOD POLOCADSSE CLUB
BRAIDWOOD PRESCHOOL
BRAIDWOOD QUILT EVENT

BRAIDWOOD RUGBY LINION CLUB
BRAIDWODD REGIONAL ARTS GROUP
BRAIDWO0D RODED CLUB
BRAIDWOOD RSL SUB BRANCH
BRAIDWOOD RUGBY LEAGUE FOOTBALL CLUB

BRAIDWOOD RURAL FIRE SERVICE
ERAIDWOOD RURAL LANDS PROTECTION BOARD
BRAIDWOOD SCOUTS
BRAIDWOOD SHOW SOCLETY
BRAIDWOOD $355 COMMITTEE
BRAIDWOOD STUASH CLUB
BRAIDWEOD SWIMMING CLUB
BRAIDWOOD TEAM SORTING
BRAIDWOOD TENNIS CLUB
BRAIDWO0D TOASTMASTERS
ERAIDWODD TOUCH FODTBALL
BRAIDWOOD UREAN LANDCARE GROUP
BRAIDWOOD WOMEN'S BOWLS CLUB
BRAIDWOOD YOUTH PERFORMING ARTS ASSOGIATION
COMMONWOOD FARM
FARRINGDON RURAL FIRE SERVICE
GUNDILLION CEMETERY COMMITTEE
GUNDILLION RECREATION RESERVE TRUST
HRAWARREE RURAL FIRE SERVICE
BRAIDWOODLIONS
BRAIDWOOD LODGE OF TRUTH
MAJORS CREEK CWA
MAJORS CREEK MUSIC FESTIVAL
MAJORS CREEK RECREATION RESERVE TRUST
MONGARLOWE RURAL FIRE SERVICE
MULLOON INSTITUTE
MULLOON RURAL FIRE SERVICE
NATIVE ANIMAL RESCUE GROUP
NERRIGA CRAFT AND MUSEUM CENTRE
NERRIBA PROGRESS AND SPORTING ASSOCIATION
ST. BEDES CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
TENDER FUNERALS
T FIRES FESTIVAL OF ARTS AND ACTIVISM
UPPER SHOALHAVEN LAND CARE
US ON MONDAY QUILTERS

Banking with the

Bank

strengthens

our community

Supporting your community

Community Bank 53200000

Braidwood

L oull B Bendigo Bank

B Bendigo Bank

Community Bank Braidwood

is currently in its
2| st year of business.

Our Community Bank model
means that a percentage of
profits made go back into our
community in the form of
sponsorships,
donations and grants.

To date, we have
returned over

$3,200,000

VWe can only achieve this with
the support of our community
supporting the Bank.
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FOLK CLUB NEWS

We have an exciting concert coming up on Thursday
29th June, from 7pm at the Old Sunday School Hall.
Our guest artists are Corn Nut Creek, Old Time/
Bluegrass-style artists who will bring us lush vocal
harmonies and toe tapping fiddle and banjo tunes. Band
members Danielle Vita and Tanya Bradley have

accumulated various awards and their music
has featured on TV and radio shows in Australia and the
USA ... Floor spots are also on offer and we hope to
hear some tunes from favourite locals ... and did we
mention that the Renovated Old Sunday School Hall
now boasts reverse cycle air con to keep us nice and
toasty on a winter’s night!

We would love to have you along to this concert to enjoy
the great music and company — Tickets are now
available, either via Humanitix (see link below) or you
can simply email us at braidwoodfolkclub@gmail.com to
let us know you are planning to come... The events
team would really appreciate your advance bookings at
this stage to help us plan the night.

For more information and online booking see:
https://events.humanitix.com/corn-nut-creek

Also, for those who like to participate in the music-
making, we have an extra-special instrumental/ singing
session happening on the afternoon of Sunday 18th
June to Celebrate World Make Music Day... if you would
like to get involved in this session, please contact us at
braidwoodfolkclub@gmail.com for further details!

Further, if you like to read about folk music community
happenings, don't forget that the Braidwood Library
currently holds recent copies of the Trad & Now
Magazine for loan (donated by the folk club)... Each
magazine is packed full of interesting articles, news,
event listings, directories and even some tunes and
poems. If these magazines are loaned out enough, then
the library may move towards holding Trad & Now on
an ongoing basis so please do drop in, grab a copy and
have a read to support this initiative!

Braidwood Folk Music Club Committee

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

Elrington Street

On the right path

QPRC newsletter

New concrete paths have started to
be installed in Braidwood this
week.

Excavation work for footpaths at
the Elrington Street/Lascelles
Street intersection have started
with works on the Coronation Av-
enue footpath to follow. These
works will give residents better ac-
cess to key community and recre-

ational facilities. Please take note
of any signage and traffic arrange-
ments.

The footpaths have received
funds from the NSW Govern-
ment’s Stronger Country Commu-
nities Fund and Get Active NSW
grants. Works are expected to take
approximately twelve weeks, de-
pending on weather.

.-.Lascelles' Street
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Farmers, tradies frustrated by
government refusal

NSW Farmers media release

The Federal Government has re-
fused to consider a common-sense
reversal of a Budget decision that
will see thousands of farmers,
tradies and small business owners
worse off after July 1.

Changes to the Instant Asset
Write-Off in the May 9 Budget
meant anyone who had ordered ve-
hicles or equipment only had until
June 30 to take delivery before the
threshold dropped to just $20,000.

With many businesses still fac-
ing lengthy supply chain delivery
delays, NSW Farmers joined other
industry groups in calling for a

“common sense extension” to the
Instant Asset Write-Off.

But this week Agriculture Min-
ister Murray Watt wrote to NSW
Farmers President Xavier Martin
to advise no extension would be
granted. Mr Martin said the tin-
eared decision would see farmers,
tradies and small business owners
thousands of dollars out of pocket.

“People have ordered expensive
equipment and placed deposits or
paid outright under the belief they
could use the Instant Asset Write-
Oft, but now they’ll be caught
short through no fault of their

own,” Mr Martin said.

“The right thing to do would be
a grace period where anyone who
paid for a tractor or piece of equip-
ment before the Budget was
handed down, but whose dealer
can’t get it to them by June 30, will
still be able to claim the write-off.

“As it stands, this decision will
leave them thousands of dollars
out of pocket at the worst
possible time for business with
soaring inflation and costs.”

Under the changes anyone who
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has not taken delivery of an order
by June 30 — regardless of when
the order was placed or paid for —
would have to depreciate the asset
over many years.

Some farmers had ordered ex-
pensive equipment such as tractors
more than a year ago, Mr Martin
said, and were still waiting to take
delivery.

“This decision will leave farmers
out of pocket because the govern-
ment won’t do the right thing,” Mr
Martin said.

“We’ve got this absurd situation
where someone has paid for a trac-
tor, but because they can’t get it by
June 30 because of delays, the
farmer will be left financially
much worse off.

“It’s not fair and it will place a
lot more unnecessary pressure on a
lot of businesses.”

BUNGENDORE NEWS

Bungendore community

facilities stay open longer

Steve Whan Member for Monaro media release

Bungendore pool will be able to
open next summer following dis-
cussions around the proposed de-
sign and construction of the new
high school.

Member for Monaro, Steve
Whan, said he was pleased the
swimming pool will remain open
next summer.

“The swimming pool is a sum-
mer focal point for Bungendore
and the community feedback
clearly showed how important it is,
I did criticize the fact that closure
had happened without a replace-
ment and have acted on it.

“Having a local place for swim-
ming lessons, squad, laps and sum-
mer recreation is  critical.
Unfortunately, [ can’t promise
there will be no gap in provision of
a pool but at least we will have
shortened the gap.

“Changes to the High School
plans are now being worked
through so that the pool can stay

open for the 2023/24 swimming
season” Steve Whan said.

“The previous Government
made a mess of this process, and it
has left Labor with few options,
but keeping the pool open a bit
longer is one we can take.

“We are committed to a high
school and I remain committed to
my promise not to have students in
demountables any longer than nec-
essary. The Department of Educa-
tion has also agreed with the
Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional
Council that the Bungendore Com-
munity Centre will stay open until
the end of September 2023 and the
Council offices will remain open
until the end of July 2023.

“Finding alternative accommo-
dation for the groups using the
community centre is critical but
when [ found out that still had not
been organized I did advocate an
extension”, Steve Whan con-
cluded.

Annual review of
WaterNSW’s rural
bulk water charges

IPART media

IPART has finalised its annual re-
view of WaterNSW’s regulated
charges for bulk water services to
apply from 1 July 23 — 30 June "24.

This review considers the
charges that apply in NSW’s 9 val-
leys in the Murray-Darling Basin
and the Fish River Water Supply
Scheme.

Our final decision is to maintain
the charges set under the 2021 De-
termination. This means that in-
creases in charges will be limited
to inflation of 7% from 1 July
2023.

IPART Chair Carmel Donnelly
said that although water usage is
likely to have been impacted in
2022-23 by the recent flood condi-
tions across NSW, the combination

of high dam storage levels, high al-
location rates and potential move
to drier conditions could support
recovery in water usage levels over
2023-24.

“At this time, there is no evi-
dence of a sustained shift in water
sales. Therefore, we do not con-
sider it reasonably necessary to
vary rural charges for 2023-24 ex-
cept for inflation.

“We will continue to use our an-
nual reviews to monitor changes in
demand. If we see any evidence of
a sustained shift in demand or an
opportunity to improve price sta-
bility, we will consider updating
charges,” said Ms Donnelly.

The final report will be available
on the IPART website.
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DAVID ‘PAUL’ JEFFERY
‘LEFTY’

Formerly of Monga, passed on 4th June 2023,
Cherished husband of Brenda
Loving father of Simon (Dec), David and Marty.
Respected father-in-law of Milisa and Maddi.
Adored Pop to Maddy, Annabelle, Ned, Harry,
Matilda and Aubree.

‘Forever In Our Hearts"

David's family and friends are invited to attend his
Funeral Service commencing at
2pm Thursday 15th June 2023 at
St Andrew’s Anglican Church, 47 Elrington St,
Braidwood. A private cremation will follow.
=1 RJ SIDNEY CRAIG
/i
Y

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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Very busy

John Longhurst

He paused the podcast on ‘The
Essence of Well-being’ on his mo-
bile phone, unclipped his cleats
and dismounted his bicycle to
check his workout on the strava
app; a 33.87 kilometre ride with an
elevation gain of 98.1 metres, an
average pace of 23 min/km and an
energy burn of of 1159.1 kcal.

He had shaved twelve seconds
off his PB and his heart recovery
rate was well within the set limit.
He nodded to himself and sent the
results to his training peers, noting,
as usual, he was the first to com-
plete the predawn cycling session.

Changed and ready to swim he
closed his eyes and stretched his
upper body as the bright orange
upper lip of the morning sun
slowly opened on the horizon, fad-
ing the ‘morning star’ Venus and
slowly repainting the sea an
emerging blue. He checked his
watch and noted the sunrise was on
time as he entered the gently crash-
ing surf and methodically swam
across the cove and back. With his
back to the now open mouthed yel-
low smile of the sun, he exited the
ocean, checked in the swim on his
phone, sent the results and closed
his eyes for three minutes of deep
breathing and speed meditation.

Showered, shaved and suited up,
he sat before his measured portion
of organic muesli topped with half
asliced banana, twenty fresh blue-
berries and two hundred mls of
skim milk, with all portions en-
tered into the wellness app.

With the early morning sun now
twirling oranges and yellows
amongst the clouds and streaking
silver over the ocean, he consumed
his breakfast on the balcony and
studied the overnight movements
on Wall Street from his laptop.
After flashing to his own share
portfolio, he noted a three percent
gain in his personally researched
and selected, speculative small cap
stock and increased the holding by
four percent. He took in a deep
breath of the fresh morning and
smugly noted he was outperform-
ing the Standard and Poors 500
Index by 1.3 percent.

He checked the reliability of the
blue sky and generous warmth of
the morning sun against the
weather app and decided against
his hand knitted, cashmere
pullover, paced the seventy three
steps at moderate pace, to his car
and decided entering the effort on

his exercise app would be exces-
sive.

With the satellite navigation set
for the coffee shop, with a focus on
traffic updates, he pressed play on
his selected topics newsfeed, fil-
tered from Facebook, and momen-
tarily contemplated the issues of
his world. He texted ahead his
order of a skim milk regular latte
and a piece of wholemeal toast
with vegemite by voice command;
avoided the congestion on Reality
Road, and arrived two minutes late
to his preferred park twenty two
metres from the coffee shop.

He flashed his phone for pay-
ment, sat down, studied his screen
and tapped out three texts before
the order arrived. Reassured his
coffee was served in his pre-
arranged keep cup for matching
environmental and expediency rea-
sons, he scraped the vegemite to
the edges of the toast, opened his
laptop and dealt with his emails. To
his left, he had his iPad opened at
the sudoku and completed it in
record time and now focused on
the cryptic crossword, vainglorious
in the knowledge both puzzles kept
his mind sharp for his busy sched-
ule.

His phone buzzed and in ma-
chine gun fire voice, he dealt with
the problem, in earshot to all cafe
patrons.

He crossed to the laptop and was
late to the zoom meeting. He made
his apologies and issued random
orders. He sipped his coffee, his
phone beeped and he flicked off
another text message and returned
to the crossword.

His 11.00am appointment ar-
rived. The usual greetings.

‘I’'m very busy.” He stated.

‘How busy?’ She inquired.

‘Like really busy. I haven’t
stopped.’

They both flashed up graphs on
their laptops.

‘I seem to be always busy.” He
said to no one in particular.

‘Oh before we start. This last
clue in this cryptic crossword has
me stumped. Eight letter word,
clue is ‘cranium on a Richard’ and
it starts with D.”

She caught his reflection in the
side window and raised an eye-
brow.

‘Ahhhhh...... too obscure. Too
busy for this anyway.” He stated.

His phone rang and his iPad
beeped.
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VIEW CLUB NEWS Vicki Walcott
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Kerri presenting Cheryl, the lucky door prize‘winner this mbnth, wfth her prize.

President Ros welcomed and
thanked the 29 members and
guests for coming along to our
meeting held on Thursday 1st at
the Braidwood Servicemen’s Club.

Lois, our treasurer mentioned
the Smith Family’s Winter Appeal
donation which runs until June
30th which we continue to support
annually.

Vicki, the Publicity Officer re-
ceived a recent media release from
The Smith Family advising it’s
been a particularly challenging
time for students and families they
support, with the cost of living cri-
sis affecting the price of housing,
food and power.

Charmaine, our secretary tabled
a beautiful card received from
Alexis, a child sponsored by our
Braidwood Evening VIEW Club.
It was wonderful to read her card
telling us how much she enjoys
watching netball and playing with
her dog.

VIEW is the largest community
sponsor of students on The Smith
Family’s Learning for Life pro-
gram and Braidwood Evening
VIEW club is pleased to be able to
continue to sponsor a student
through its fundraising activities.

With formalities and our tasty
banquet style meal enjoyed we
were called to order by Gai, who
introduced our invited guest
speaker Dr Nicolle Oakford.

Nicolle gave an overview of her
working life as a young trauma

. [ I
voice, interests and
education of women

surgeon and her ongoing success-
ful research into Heart Health of
babies in utero. Thank you Nicolle,
you are certainly a wealth of
knowledge and displayed a passion
for the work you’ve undertaken.

For those who are interested to
find out more about Evening
VIEW or who would like to join
please call President Ros Bulloch
on 043 789 5276.

Until next month ... Look out for
each other.

ABOUT THE PLACE

Gordon and Seth making robot hands at the Braidwood Library with QPRC’s Kirsten Hulse.
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BOOKWORM Julia Ermert

“Last night I dreamt I went to
Manderley again ...” is one of the
best-known opening lines in the
literary world.

Yet Daphne du Maurier (1907-
1989) published Rebecca in 1938.
I was born around that time. Times
have changed very slowly and so
has what it means to be a woman.

To my mind, this is what the
book is about. It had long been
seen as what’s now called ‘chick
lit” and so, a lesser form of litera-
ture. Alfred Hitchcock, who filmed
the book in 1940, with David O
Selznick, called it ‘a novelette.” It’s
still dismissed as ‘a romance,” and
not something men read. I know;
I’ve been asking around!

Hitchcock never really accepted
the book had worth. He had rather
a fraught relationship with Daphne
herself. She hadn’t liked what he
did with Jamaica Inn the year be-
fore.

But it has never been out of print
and still sells some four thousand
copies a year.

Rebecca begins with a dream,
and not the first one — the narrator

—
|

says ‘again’ — and the whole story
has a dreamlike quality; at times
nightmarish. Was Daphne du Mau-
rier commenting on her own life?

Born into an upper class family,
the middle one of three girls, her
father a famous actor-manager,
Daphne always struggled with
gender identity. She felt she was a
boy trapped in a girl’s body; she
knew her father had wanted a son.
How careful parents need to be
about expressing these gender
preferences! And yet — does it re-
ally matter? We all have our strug-
gles and through our struggles we
grow. Perhaps we could be more
conscious. Perhaps gender strug-
gles are better dealt with nowa-
days. Perhaps.

Anyway, the young Daphne de-
veloped an alter ego called ‘Eric
Avon,’ dashing captain of games at
Eton. The family knew James Bar-
rie and his Peter Pan, her father
acted the dual role of Mr Darling
and Captain Hook, their grandfa-
ther had written 7rilby, also a book
about fantasy lives, her mother was
an actress.

It sounds like a family in which

DAVID LAURENCE
HARTNETT

Passed on 23rd May 2023 at home.
Late of 'Huntington' Mayfield Rd, Mayfield.
Beloved husband of Marie (dec).
Much loved son, brother, brother-in-law,
uncle and friend.

Rest In Peace

David's family and friends are invited to attend
His Funeral Service commencing at
10am Wednesday 14th June 2023 at
St Andrews Anglican Church,
47 Erlington St Braidwood, intemment will follow at
Braidwood Cemetery, Wallace Street, Braidwood.

s RJ SIDNEY CRAIG

Y FUNERAL DIRECTORS

BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

you could be whatever you chose.
But for an aristocratic woman like
Daphne, who was stunningly beau-
tiful, there was only one path: so-
cialite—wife—mother.

She knew this, and packed Eric
Avon away, calling him ‘the-boy-
in-the-box,” but kept him always
with her. When she loved men, it
was as Daphne, but when she
loved women, it was as Eric.

So when she came to write
Rebecca, who was she?

By then she had married, suit-
ably, dashing but haunted war hero
Lieutenant-Colonel ~ Frederick
‘Tommy/Boy’ Browning. When
she began Rebecca she was in
Egypt with him and his battalion of
Grenadier Guards, bored with the
regimental social life, and desper-
ately missing England.

Rebecca is about a very English
manor house and garden in a very
English coastal setting in Corn-
wall. Nowadays Cornwall dreams
of seceding from ‘England,” as do
Wales, Scotland and Ireland.

Was the choice prescient?

The owner, aristocratic Maxim-
ilian de Winter, handsome and
dashing, but haunted, is in sporadic
exile, supposedly mourning his
beautiful and charismatic wife, Re-
becca, who (supposedly) died in a
boating accident.

Yes, the titular character is dead
before the book begins. But her
ghost lives on.

In the south of France, land of
dreams, Maxim meets a dowdy,
naive, but genteel young woman,
homeless because of a common-
place family tragedy and doing one
of the few jobs open to such a fe-
male: paid companion to a wealthy
but vulgar American woman ... the
sisters would’ve called her
‘honky.” Maxim is the typical
swoon-worthy tall dark and hand-
some literary hero, played by Lau-
rence Olivier in the Hitchcock
film. How soon do viewers per-
ceive him as abusive? In my expe-
rience, some never do.

Of course she falls madly in love
with Maxim, but why he marries
her and takes her home to be chate-
laine of Manderley, so famous that
even ‘honky’ Americans have
heard of it, is a dark story.

It certainly doesn’t go down well
with the housekeeper, daunting and
demonic Mrs Danvers, who is in
love with, possibly, Maxim, prob-
ably, Rebecca, and certainly, Man-
derley.

The author uses this setting and
cast of characters to work out her
own obsession with gender dispar-

ity and the dawning ideas of femi-
nism. She writes in the first person
but not as ‘Eric Avon.’ Is she Re-
becca? Rebecca was a ‘bad wife;’
brilliant and beautiful, uniquely
talented, a famous hostess, uni-
formly charming, she did not make
her husband happy. She outshone
him. She was sexy.

Is she the second wife, who
never felt she was up to the job,
who constantly compared herself
unfavourably with the dead Re-
becca, who let Mrs Danvers bully
her and Maxim infantilise her?

Is she, even, Manderley itself?

Daphne was obsessed with
Menabilly, a picturesque historic
mansion on the seashore out of
Fowey in Cornwall. She and her
sisters used to trespass in the
grounds and eventually she man-
aged to lease it for some twenty
years from the owners — who
wouldn’t sell. It could’ve been her
one true love. Tourists can still
look down on it from the cliff tops,
as I have.

It becomes obvious to the dis-
cerning reader that Maxim has
chosen a new wife who is nothing
like the old one: this one will never
outshine him, never cause talk in
the neighbourhood, never draw an-
other man’s eyes, never grow up in
the true sense, never seek wisdom
for herself. She won’t be like Eve,
or Psyche, or Pandora, or any of
the women who had to be punished
for finding out things the patri-
archy didn’t want them to know.

The second Mrs de Winter does
not even score a name, and this is
just one of the mysteries in the
book. The author says it was acci-
dental, easy to do if you are writing
in the first person, and then she
couldn’t think of anything suitable.
Hitchcock himself always referred
to the character as ‘Daphne.” He
probably ‘got it.”

Obviously I can’t give away any
more of the plot. I can’t believe
anyone bothering to read this
doesn’t know what eventually hap-
pened, but it’s such a complex and
multi-layered story that it’s hard to
remember all the twists and turns.
Hitchcock, under American rules,
was obliged to tweak the ending;
Americans are fussy about murder-
ers. ‘Chick-lit’ it ain’t.

Suffice it say they all got what
they wanted — more-or-less.

Or perhaps it really was like
those ‘compositions’ we used to
write in primary school. You know,
the ones we ended with “then I
woke up and found it was all a
dream”.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE Laura Moriarty

What a fortnight it’s been in Braid-
wood!

The ever-popular long weekend
book fair has come and gone, with
oodles of wonderful books pur-
chased by very happy bibliophiles
Braidwood-wide. We’ve had (for
most of us) the first ever King’s
Birthday long weekend, which saw
the Smokey Horse come alive with
the sound of music, and the re-
opening of The Vintage Drawer at
its new location. On a more per-
sonal note, my wonderful partner,
Tom, and I celebrated our first an-
niversary this past weekend, and it
has been a fantastic year with lots
of love, laughter, and many adven-
tures. But now, on with the what’s
on in Braidwood this fortnight!

Gigs and Concerts

Canberra Strings, some of the
ACT’s finest musicians, perform
the beautiful string quintets of
Brahms and Mendelssohn. Led by
Barbara Jane Gilby (former con-
certmaster, Tasmanian Symphony
Orchestra), regular Braidwood
Concert Series attendees will re-
member the ensemble’s past won-
derful concerts here in Braidwood.
The music of Brahms and
Mendelssohn, both known for their
glorious melodic writing and har-
monic invention, will be brought to
life by this talented ensemble at
The Servicemen’s Club in Braid-
wood on Sunday 18 June.

— % — % — %k —

The Folk Club have two wonderful
events coming up! Sunday 18th
June, 3-6pm Participatory music
session in Braidwood to celebrate
World Make Music Day at the
newly-renovated Old Sunday
School Hall. All welcome - Come

and have fun playing and/or
singing together with our friendly
regular session attendees. Instru-
mental session starts 3pm; Singing
session starts 4:30pm. Music and
song words provided. No cost to
attend. Email braidwoodfolk-
club@gmail.com for more details
or just come along on the day

Thursday 29th June, 7-9pm -
Folk Club Concert Night featuring
fabulous Old Time/ Bluegrass style
folk artists ‘Corn Nut Creek’.
Venue is the Old Sunday School
Hall. Tickets and info
at https://events.humanitix.com/co
rn-nut-creek

Markets

The Braidwood Farmers’ Market is
on this Saturday, 17th June at the
National Theatre from 8:30 am on-
wards.

Funerals

The funeral for David ‘Paul’ Jef-
ferey will be held on Thursday
15th June at 2pm at the Anglican
Church. Family and friends are in-
vited to attend.

Community Events
BYPAA Broadcast Workshop is on
Mondays from 5pm to 6:30pm till
the end of Term 2. This will be at
the Old Library across the road
from the new library. It will cost
$20 to attend and membership is
necessary for insurance purposes.
— % — % — % —
Braidwood Central School P&C
Meeting at the Braidwood Hotel
on 16th June at 5 pm. New mem-
bers welcome.

AtThe Club

Christmas in July is on again this
year! Save the date for 14th July
2023 for raffles, mulled wine, an
ugly Christmas sweater competi-
tion, and much more! This starts at
6pm on Friday, 14th July and tick-
ets will be drawn at 7:30pm. Don’t
miss it!

Line Dancing is on 7pm to 9pm
on Friday nights.

Folk Dancing is on from 9:30am
on Monday mornings and is free to
attend.

The Bridge Club meet weekly
on Tuesday afternoons from 1pm
to 4pm and is free to attend. Con-
tact Mrs Olive Royds on 4842
1732. New members without any
experience playing Bridge are wel-
come to attend, and there is no cost
for playing.

Wednesdays also see the Ladies
Exercise Group meet from 10am to
11am and is an informal way to get

fit and have fun. Free to attend.

Social bowls is on every
Wednesday at 12:45pm for a Ipm
start.

Tai Chi is on Tuesdays from 10-
11 am. Irene Wolford will guide
you through it, and you can pay a
donation to attend. It is also on Fri-
days at the same time.

Erika’s Movement Classes are
on Wednesdays from 1pm, and it is
perfect for those of you who sit be-
hind a desk. Please text Erika on
0432 687 255

Tango Dancing is on every Sat-
urday morning for continuing stu-
dents, and class is from 10:30am to
12pm, with Chris Watkins and
Erika Mordek. $10 for classes, and
please contact Erika on 0432 687
255 for further information.

Also on Tuesdays is a Squash
Competition during the evenings,
and bingo on every fortnight with
alternating times of 1pm and 6:30
pm.

Other Community
Organisations

The Royal Mail’s weekly choco-
late wheel is on as always, as are
their Happy Hours on Thursday
and Friday nights!

The St Vincent dePaul Society
meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to Ipm.

Crafty or Not group meet every
Thursday morning at the Anglican
Parish Centre behind the Anglican
Church on Elrington St from 11am
to 12pm. All are welcome.

Braidwood Quilters and Textiles
meet every Wednesday down at the
Scout Hall from 10am onwards.

Braidwood Health Walking
Group meets every Wednesday
morning at 8:30 am at Ryrie Park.
Suitable for all ages and abilities,
and you can bring a walking buddy
with you if you wish to have com-
pany. For further information,
please contact Trish Sargeson on
0438 768 539.

Braidwood Scouts are on every
Thursday throughout the school
terms. Joeys (ages 5-7 years) from
6 to 7pm, Cubs (ages 8-11 years)
from 6.15 to 7.30pm, Scouts (ages
12-14 years) from 6.30 to 8pm
Venturers (ages 15-17 years) from
6.30 to 8pm. Please contact Chris
or Malcolm Campbell.

Braidwood Guides are on every
Wednesday afternoon throughout
the school terms. It starts at 4pm
and finishes at 5:30pm. Please con-
tact Kim Stewart on kim@riffsan-

drants.com.au for further informa-
tion.

Enjoy German Christmas Bak-
ing Workshops this June at the Old
Sunday School Hall in Braidwood
with Lisi from my Heimat: Nurem-
berg Gingerbread (June 25th). The
next Simply Sourdough is taught
on June 18th. Bookings via
www.myheimat.com.au/courses/
or contact Lisi on 0492 826 239.

At BRAG

Snuggle n Sing is on Mondays
from 9:30 - 10:30 am at BRAG.
This is a fun and relaxed time to
bond with your baby, to sing songs
and learn rhymes that can soothe
your child. For further information,
please contact Alison Coster on
0411 205 638 or email her at al-
isoncoster@bigpond.com

Aikido is on Wednesday nights
from 6:30-7:30 pm. Please phone
Matthew Hulse to organise atten-
dance on 0438 648 468.

Sue Lyons runs pilates and yoga
on Thursdays at 10:30-11:30 and
Fridays at 10:30-12:30. Please get
in contact with Sue if you wish to
attend.

Christina Jagusiak runs yoga
classes on Monday afternoons
from 4pm to 5:15pm, and on Sat-
urday mornings from 8am to 9 am.
Please get in contact with Christina
if you wish to attend.

Songlarks is 9:30-11:10 on Mon-
days. It is a short music class for
pre-school age children, including
infants from about six months old.
It’s about discovering the joy of
music together. We sing nursery
songs, play hand games and qual-
ity percussion instruments, and
dance to beautiful music from
around the world. The focus is on
rhythm, rhyme and the changing of
the seasons. These experiences
nurture the developing senses of
the young child fostering their
imagination, imitation and play.

Each class is about 40 minutes.
We meet at the Braidwood Re-
gional Arts Group (BRAG) Build-
ing on Wallace Street in
Braidwood, New South Wales.

Vera Active Pilates runs on
Mondays between 6pm and 7pm,
Tuesdays from 9:30am to
10:30am, and an evening class on
Tuesdays from 6:30 and 7:30pm,
and finally on Wednesdays 9:30
am to 11:30 am, and an evening
class running from 6:30 to 7:30pm.

Life Drawing runs on the last
Saturday of every month.
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Become an educator with Family Day Care Council Meetings and Times

Queanbeyan-Palerang Family Day Care are looking Council holds Ordinary Meetings twice a month on

for educators to join their growing network. a Wednesday, excluding December and January.
Meetings start at 5.30pm. Agendas and business papers
for the meetings are available on the Friday prior to the
meeting from bit.ly/MinutesAgendas. Meetings are live
streamed via bit.ly/QPRCwebcast.

There are many benefits including setting hours that
work for you, being your own boss, and working from
home.

» Learn more and apply online at . . .
gprc.nsw.gov.au/Services/Family-Day-Care Members of the public can watch the meetings via

bit.ly/QPRCwebcast and make a presentation during
the public forum via Zoom, by submitting a written
presentation, or in person.

» Or contact
info.fdc@qgprc.nsw.gov.au
02 6285 6253

For those wanting to make a presentation on an
Agenda item, you can make a:
Christmas in July Markets

® \Written presentation - submit by midday on
Our biggest, brightest, and most festive market day is just

Tuesday

a month away and we couldn't be more excited. ® Zoom presentation - register by midday on
The Christmas in July Markets are at the Queanbeyan Wednesday
Showground on Saturday 8 July. P Register to make a presentation at

Join us from 9am for carols, local produce and gifts, bit.ly/QPRCinvolved
festive food, our Christmas inspired competitions, and

jolly activities. Next meeting dates are:

e 14
» Find more info about this year's fantastic event at e 28 {Jtr:‘ee
gprc.nsw.gov.au/events . . .
Written Questions on Notice
Road Name Notification Questions on notice from the community must be

submitted in writing or via email to
public.forum@qprc.nsw.gov.au by 12pm on the
Wednesday prior to the meeting. All questions and
responses will be tabled at each Public Forum,

Council, in pursuance of Section 163 of the Roads Act
1993 and Part 2 of the Roads Regulation 2008 proposes
to use the following names for roads.

In EIm Grove - Bungendore: Bridget Avenue, Charlotte provided to the person who asked the questions and
Place, Ellen Street, Marjason Court, Talbot Street, published on our website.

Wardell Street, Winyu Rise.

In the Newington Road subdivision — Bywong: Yellow Work with Council

Box Close, Quince Paddock Place.

® Gardener
» Comments are invited up to 22 June. Learn more ® \Water and Sewer Operator
at bit.ly/RdNotice ® Building Surveyor
® Access to Information Officer
Have Your Say O ® Manager, Economy, Place and Arts
" . - ® \Water and Sewer Operator
Projects & initiatives open for Closing ® Senior Strategic Planner
community comment Date ] _ ) .
Amendment Queanbeyan Development 22 June » For more information see bit.ly/QPRC-jobs

Control Plan 2012 (Jumping Creek)
Draft Contaminated Land Policy 30 June

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and

6 July Regulations Documents are published at
bit.ly/DPnotices

Draft Aquatics Strategic Plan

» Find all the details on Council's engagement hub at
yourvoice.gprc.nsw.gov.au

Submissions can be made: @QbnPalerangRC o
® By registering and commenting via @QbnPalerang

Follow us on social media

yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.au @QbnPalerang o
) By email to council@qprc.nsw.gov.au Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
. PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 q
® By mail to PO Box 90, Queanbeyan NSW 2620 pyyugpeed  Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter
® Delivered in person to Queanbeyan, Bungendore or council@gpre.nsw.gov.au

eepurl.com/codv-v e

Braidwood offices WWW.gprc.nsw.gov.au
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Braidwood Uniting Church

The Voice

Yesterday I had a conversation
with someone from The Wayside
Chapel in Kings Cross.

I was the pastor and CEO there
for nearly 18 years. Shortly into
our conversation I remarked, “If |
applied for a job at Wayside today,
I wouldn’t get it.” My remark had
no venom in it; I don’t want a job
of any sort back in Sydney. My re-
mark was a commentary on the
speed of life. It takes no time at all
for everything to be different. I’ve
been gone just over a year and yet
today I would know no more than
a few of the 160 staff there.

A couple of years ago I was
called to a death bed at St Vincents
hospital. As I approached the pa-
tient a young woman stepped to-
ward me and said, “Hallo, I'm
Helen.” Perhaps a nurse I thought,
but no uniform so perhaps a high
school kid on work-placement.
“Doctor Helen” she said. The last
time I was pulled over by a cop, I
was tempted to ask if his mummy
knew he was out and about dressed
as a policeman and wearing an ac-
tual gun. Thankfully my bewilder-
ment caused me to hesitate.

The older I get, the faster time
seems to fly past. Not so long ago
I christened a baby whose mother
I had christened as a baby and
whose grandmother, I had chris-
tened as a baby! My nearest con-
tact in that family was the
great-grandmother, who is younger
then me.

In the past few months, five peo-
ple with whom I’d worked with
one way or another, had died. All
of them, younger than me.

I like to think I'm future fo-
cussed. Now that I’'m 71, my goal
is to be the best version of myself
at 72 and even 75. There are lots of
challenges ahead with that goal in
mind. I’'m happy to be on my way
to that goal but golly gosh, I’m not
sure if its an outrage or a mercy
that everything passes into history
so quickly, where 99% of your life
is forgotten. It’s gone. You might
say, ‘its dead’ and yet I’'m still here.

— % — % — % —

I’ve been talking to people
around town about THE VOICE
and our upcoming referendum. My
sense is that most people think its
time for a fair deal for our first na-
tions people. Where I’ve found
negative reaction, my guess is its

in the category with which I am
also painfully acquainted - its the
fear of and loss of the familiar,
more than the issue itself.

It takes time to accept change.
Even though doctors and nurses
look like they are prepubescent,
they are well trained and they
know what they’re doing. Even
though my pet project, Wayside
Chapel, has changed, its changed
for the better and its probably a
good thing that I’d be out of place
there today. Even though I wonder
why I’m still here when so many
good people, younger than me, are
gone. It makes me appreciate the
precious gift of life.

We older folk need to talk about
the world now long gone. We also
need to set our sights on all we can
do to make the world that is com-
ing to be the best for future gener-
ations. There is a group of people
in town at the markets who are
keen to discuss the referendum.
They’re not crusaders; they’re not
fanatics but they’re keen that our
country establishes justice for our
most ancient people. Head up to
the markets and find someone near
the “Yes” sign. A listening ear and
wonderful conversation is on offer.

Graham Long

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

What will your legacy be?
A man wrote in his diary:

‘Yesterday I had a serious heart
attack and as I lay on the floor
waiting for the ambulance, I re-
member thinking two things:

First, I was too young to die.

Second, I had not accomplished
some of the things I wanted to ac-
complish.

One of the most beneficial out-
comes of my heart attack experi-
ence was that it motivated me to
ask myself. “ What will my legacy
be?”

A legacy is something we leave
behind to the next generation. It
can be possessions that we place in
the hands of others.

It can be principles we lived by
that carry on beyond our lives.

It also can be people we have in-
fluenced whose lives are better as
a result of knowing us.

Today is all you’ve got. Remem-
ber the words on a gravestone that
read: ‘I expected this, but not just
yet.” We all hope for a long life,
but none of us knows if we’ll see
tomorrow.

Your life is like a book. The title
page is your name. The preface is
your introduction to the world. The
pages are a daily chronicle of your
efforts, trials, pleasures, discour-
agements, ambitions and achieve-
ments. Day by day your thoughts
and acts are being inscribed as ev-
idence of your success or failure.
Hour by hour the record is being
made which must stand for all
time. One day the word ‘Finis’
must be written.

Let it then be said of your book
that it is a record of noble purpose,
generous service and work well
done.

Most of us don’t get to choose
when or how we’re going to die,
but we all get to decide how we’re
going to live. And that’s the legacy
we leave to those who follow us.

— ok — %k — % —

Join us in St Andrew’s Anglican
Church, Elrington St, Braidwood
next Sunday 18th June at 10am for
a contemporary communion serv-
ice followed by a cuppa and a chat.
Children are welcome and time is
set aside for them during the serv-
ice.

Parish contacts: 4842 2423 or
angbraidwood@bigpond.com

St Bede’s Parish

Reflection on the Gospel of
Matthew 9:36 - 10:8
GPBS 13/6/2023

“We are his people, the sheep of
his flock™.

How picturesque — all those cute
critters grazing obediently, and I
know I’m supposed to want that,
but in my heart I’'m thinking, “No
thanks”. Sheep are followers. I'm
a terrible sheep. I don’t want to fol-
low. I want to control. For exam-
ple, I want to control my schedule
so that I never have to wake up
while it’s still dark. I want to turn
on the radio as I’'m getting ready
and never hear a pledge drive. I
want all the traffic lights in town to
turn green as I drive up to them.

But the problem is deeper, and
my own life reveals that, especially
as | ponder the big things Id like
to control. I want my family to
give me my way in everything. |
don’t want my friends to get sick,
or at least to get well when I pray
for them, especially the one I keep
praying for who keeps getting
sicker. I don’t want to worry about
finances, kids, the environment. I
want everyone to practice compas-
sion instead of escalating conflict
to violence.

Wednesday June 14, 2023 — 19

Uh-oh. The real issue here, I see,
isn’t that sheep are followers. The
real issue is that sheep are not in
control. Giving up control isn’t a
goal we can work toward — it’s a
statement about reality. We can’t
give up control because we don’t
have it in the first place! Yes, we
must pray and work — clothing the
naked, feeding the hungry, visiting
the sick and imprisoned. But we
must also acknowledge that we
don’t control the outcome, and we
can practice gratitude to the one
who made us, whose kindness en-
dures forever, who has placed us in
this amazing flock and invited us
to serve with joyful song.

Pray

Jesus, you call us to live our
faith, travelling beside you, in a
world filled with tension. As you
bring peace to the world, you also
disrupt our peace — turning our
lives upside down. May we be re-
minded of your constant love for
us. May we feel your disturbing
presence in our lives as a reminder
that we are heard, known, and
loved as cherished children of
God. Amen.

Ponder

Where is your life out of control
—your children disrespectful, your
health deteriorating, your job un-
satisfying, someone in your circle
sick or addicted or divorcing?
Make a list, and then consider the
thoughts and actions that are prop-
erly within your influence and
those that are not. How would your
actions today change if you em-
braced the beyond-your-control
nature or even one of these situa-
tions?

— % — % — %k —

Vinnies Winter Appeal is still
open. If you are able to make a
contribution to the Vinnies Winter
Appeal, please do so by using an
envelope from the church or Vin-
nies shop and posting it in, donat-
ing online at www.vinnies.org.au
or by calling 13 18 12. Donations
of $2 or more are tax deductible.

Your donation of blankets will
be sold in-store here at Braidwood
to assist with providing Emergency
relief to members of our commu-
nity needing assistance with their
electricity, food, petrol, living ex-
penses, medical expenses and
clothes. If you are in need of assis-
tance, please call 13 18 12 and the
Vinnies Relief team can arrange
help.

Mass
6.00pm

Saturdays (Vigil) at
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GOLF NEWS

Send news, views, tips, letters to the editor and

local stories to: times@bwdmag.com.au

Women’s Single Stableford —

Winter weather doesn’t i o
deter golfers

With winter solstice approaching
and the daylight fading early, the
Saturday golf competition now
hits off at 12.00 to avoid finishing
the game in the dark.

Members and guests are re-
minded to be registered to play by
11.30 for a prompt midday start.

The chilly conditions didn’t
deter last week’s starters with the
men playing Brendan Sly’s trophy
and the women competing for the
Bunyip Jungle trophy. Thanks to
Brendan and Clare for your ongo-
ing sponsorship of these events.

RESULTS-Saturday Junel0

Men’s Single Stableford - Bren-
dan Sly Trophy

Winner: Gordon Scott 36 pts

Runner Up: Barry McDonald 35
pts

NTP 3/12: Allan Walcott

NTP 2nd to 6/15: Michael
Toirkens

NTP 8/17: Allan Walcott

Ball Comp: Terry Hughes 34,
Keith Ferguson 34, Michael
Toirkens 33, Tom Duffy 33

Handicap Changes: Andrew
Clark out 1 to 21, Terry Hughes
down 1 to 29,

Gordon Scott down 1 to 31,
Michael Toirkens out 1 to 6

Women’s Single Stableford —
Bunyip Jungle Trophy

Winner: Michelle Henry 32 pts

Runner Up: Judy Scott 30 pts

NTP 2nd to 6/15: Deb Ferguson

Ball Comp: Deb Ferguson 29,
Carmen Byrne 29, Donna Kuhn 27

Handicap Changes: Lorinda Stu-
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art out 1 to 24, Judy Scott out 1 to
40

Coming Events

June 17 Saturday: Committee
Meeting 10.30am

Men’s Single Stableford —
Michael Toirkens Trophy

Women’s 2BBB — Deb Ferguson
Trophy

June 24 Saturday: Medley 2BBB
Stableford Aggregate — Majors
Creek Pub Trophy

July 1 Saturday: Men’s &
Women’s Stroke & Monthly
Medals

July 8 Saturday: Medley 2BBB
Stableford — Daargun Aboriginal
Corporation Trophy

July 15 Saturday: Committee
Meeting 10.30am

Men’s Single Stableford — Don
Burke Trophy

July 22 Saturday: Men’s 2BBB
Stableford — Nick Fry & Rob Mar-
tin Trophy

Women’s 2BBB Stableford —
Michelle Henry Trophy
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William Verdon

Manufacturing Jeweller
43 Wallace Street Braidwood NSW 2622
Old fashioned friendly service, real
handmade jewellery, designing,

repairing and many other services.
Unique and award winning.

48422882 or 0419445299
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WEDDING
CARNAGE

Givingguttersabadname

How has it come to this? The re-
cent SM Herald page one story
surely sets the standard for the
most tasteless and heartless layout
ever. What a thoughtless juxtapo-
sition of unconnected images.
What an awful thing to write into
the wedding day album of the
newly-weds. If the event had been
the grand final of a State of Origin
football match and some fans had
met with a terrible accident on the
way home — would the SMH have
conflated the accident scene with
a picture of Cam Munster scoring
the winning try? I think not.

VINTAGE STARS FROM 1999
This is a great time for self dis-
covery. Go to the library and get
a good book on finding your
inner being, take it home and
lose yourself in it. Play hide and
seek by opening and closing the
book.

— % — %k — % —
Your home environment will echo
to the sound of little pitter-patter-
ing feet, especially late at night.
Get a trap or the little beggars will
nibble all the fruit. Your home
will be filled with raucous laugh-
ter. Try switching the TV off.

— % — % — % —
This month will see you making
some fruitless telephone calls.
The next available operator will
assist you when they've ex-
hausted the weekend gossip.
Meanwhile for information about
your job prospects press zero, to
find out how many’s a crowd
press three, to put spice back into
your love life press six then nine.

— % — %k — % —
This could be a good time to put
your career on the back burner.
Concentrate on having a good
time. Go for a drive in the coun-
try. Oh no, what? You left your
career on the stove, back you go.

— % — %k — % —
You will be highly attractive to
those on the same wavelength or
perhaps those with the same
wavelength if you’re into hair.

— % — % — % —
A time of total psychic awareness
so I'll just think it all and you can
scan my brain at your leisure.
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