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COMING WEATHER
Chance 

Temp Min Max rain
Wed 13° 27° 5%
Thur: 15° 27° 60%
Fri: 11° 17° 80%
Sat: 9° 19° 20%
Sun: 8° 21° 20%
Mon: 11° 23° 15%
Tue: 13° 26° 10%

BRAIDWOOD’S

Lunch at Casanova’s on International Women’s Day in Braidwood. Sheelagh, Julia, Julia, Mary, Maria, Christine, Janet and Sue after a delicious meal.

European wasp with its stinger out.

European wasps in Braidwood:
Have you seen them around this season?
Donna Hazell

Back in August last year the
Braidwood European Wasp Offen-
sive (BEWO) started setting up
lure traps around Braidwood to
capture European wasp queens.
BEWO also offered wasp lure and
wasp traps at cost-recovery rates to
the Braidwood community. The
project has been well supported by
the QPRC and the Braidwood
Community Bank and aimed to
generate a collective, community-
led effort towards addressing the
alarming number of European
wasps starting to plague Braid-
wood. 
So how has this gone so far?
BEWO set up 30 lure traps on

properties around Braidwood.
These traps were designed to at-
tract European Wasp queens that
had recently emerged from being
dormant over winter, looking to es-

tablish a new nest. These traps
were checked every week or so for
a couple of months and then peri-
odically until the end of January.
One thousand, six hundred and
twenty-three queens were captured

... continued on page 4



The theme for this year’s Interna-
tional Women’s Day, celebrated
last Friday, was Count Her In, fo-
cusing particularly on the inclu-
sion and participation of women in
business and economics.
Not uncoincidentally, last week’s

economic figures showed that on a
national average, women’s salaries
still lag 14% behind those of men.
Further, in family business succes-
sion plans, fewer than 10% of fam-
ily businesses nominate daughters
as successors or heirs. 
There are numerous reasons for

the first statistic. Female-domi-
nated occupations, such as teach-
ing, nursing and childcare, are
typically low paid. This is the
legacy of the days when women’s
salaries were regarded as purely
supplementary to men’s. Yet, con-
sider the nature of the work being
performed: educating a new gener-
ation, taking care of other people’s

Murdoch was grooming his sons to
take over the family business em-
pire, he was asked why his eldest
child, Elisabeth, was not part of the
business succession plan. Murdoch
replied that his daughter had other
things to think about, like who to
marry. While this throwaway line
was widely reported, and ridiculed,
as the attitude of a misogynistic old
fossil, the fact that daughters are
still being bypassed in family busi-
ness succession plans would indi-
cate a wider indoctrination of the
attitude than just one old man.
Research conducted at the Uni-

versity of South Australia has
found that women are equally as
competent business managers as
men, and often have better people
skills and a more creative and in-
novative leadership style. Yet, de-
spite sex discrimination laws and
equal opportunity legislation, sons
are still given higher family status
than wives and daughters when it
comes to business. 
Researchers also found that

daughters often seek leadership po-
sitions outside the family business
due to an established family hier-
archy where sons are favoured on
biological sex and not necessarily
merit.

“This has several implications,”
the researchers concluded, “includ-
ing potential drawbacks for the
business losing a talented family
member. Excluding daughters and
treating children unequally can
also lead to family tensions and
conflict that can harm relationships
across several generations.”
Even that most conservative of

institutions (and the ultimate fam-
ily business), the British Royal
Family, has been brought into line
with modern expectations, and
succession to the throne now rests
on primogeniture regardless of
gender.
“Women hold up half the sky”

was a line used originally by for-
mer Chinese Communist Party
leader, Mao Zedong, referring to
women as a resource that ought to
be deployed outside the home and
into the professional fields. It is a
powerful statement that has been
adopted by the women’s move-
ment globally. 
When women are afforded the

economic status of men, only then
will we see the sky fully supported.
Count Her In is a message on be-
half of future generations. 
Their world is counting on it.
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children and holding the lives of
sick people in their hands. Most of
us would regard these roles as so-
cially vital, but being largely
woman-centric, they are accorded
lowly status on the job – and salary
– hierarchy. Increases in salary for
these professions would attract
more males to the professions, im-
proving gender balance, as well as
being an important step in closing
the gender pay gap.
Certainly, women now figure

prominently in higher status pro-
fessions such as law, but there is
still an alarming pay gap. Women
barristers, earn, on average, 70%
less than their male counterparts.
Women are more likely to be em-
ployed in the lower-income legal
aid and public defender offices
than in high-status law firms.
Women lawyers are also dispro-
portionately assigned to pro bono
or charity legal work.
Many years ago, when Rupert

EDITORIAL Robin Tennant Wood 

TREE & BRANCH CHIPPING

RJ & KA Whiteman
• Light tree work  • Wood chipping

• Stump grinding   • Tipper hire
Braidwood local — reliable service

Contact Ray  0412 853 258 or 4847 5101

Counting on women
counts in the long run

Two break-ins within two weeks at
Braidwood Rural Mitre 10 have
resulted in the loss of equipment
worth tens of thousands of dollars.
In the first incident, thieves

broke into the yard and stole a
mower trailer. New chains and
locks were fitted to the gate, but
the thieves returned less than a
fortnight later, using an angle
grinder to enter the yard and steal
a mower belonging to a customer. 
This comes after the theft last

year of two chainsaws.
Braidwood Rural Mitre 10 man-

agement said that security has been

Crime spree hurts
everyone
Robin Tennant Wood

upgraded, the matter is in the
hands of police and that those in-
vestigations are ongoing. DNA
samples were taken from the scene
and police are analysing the re-
sults.
A spate of car thefts in the region

has also prompted Monaro Police
District to issue a warning to all
residents to ensure their cars are
locked and all valuables removed
from them before going to bed at
night. 
Precautions should also include

ensuring that car keys are not left
in accessible places. Organising the Braidwood Com-

munity Book Fairs involves many
people and many hours of volun-
teer work by community members. 
One of the best tasks, once all

expenses have been paid, is decid-
ing how to return the nett proceeds
to the community.
With the January Book Fair

gross takings of just over $21,000
and all the expenses accounted for
and paid, we are happy to an-
nounce that the recipients of the

January Book Fair proceeds
go back to the community
Marjorie, Lois and Ros: Book Fair Committee

nett proceeds include: Braidwood
Apex Club, Life Centre, Pre-
School, Education Foundation,
Youth Performing Arts Assn,
Urban Landcare Group, Old Sun-
day School Hall, Scouts Troup,
Girl Guides Troup, Hospital Aux-
iliary, Majors Creek Rural Fire
Service and the Anglican Parish of
Braidwood without whose organi-
sation the Book Fairs would not
happen.
Thank you one and all.
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SERVICE SPOTLIGHT

Sleep Apnoea
An estimated 1.5 million Australians have sleep disorders,
with about half of these having obstructive sleep apnoea.

(Sleep Foundation, 2010) 

Breathing while we sleep is important - nobody should find
this fact surprising.

What is surprising, is that many people have a condition
called Obstructive Sleep Apnoea (OSA) and may not know
about it. Obstructive Sleep Apnoea is a condition wherein the
soft tissues of the throat relax so much while you are asleep
that they prevent air reaching your lungs. People with this
condition wake up very briefly without remembering, so they
can breathe properly. The result is a disrupted sleep that
doesn’t leave you feeling restored or refreshed, which in turn
increases the risks of snoring, diabetes, heart disease, and
daytime fatigue.

Capital Chemist Braidwood provides an Obstructive Sleep
Apnoea Service for patients who have the condition; for
people who are at risk of the condition; and for people who
are waking up after a long sleep feeling like they haven’t
rested at all. The service includes:

• Diagnosis of OSA with the use of a take-home, overnight
monitoring device and review by a consultant sleep
physician.

• Treatment of OSA with masks and machines that provide
Continual Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP) to keep your
airways open.

• Ongoing management to ensure your device is working
well for you. 

You can book an overnight sleep study, or CPAP
Consultation by visiting:
www.medadvisor.com.au/Network/CapitalChemistBraidwood
or speaking to our team in-store. 

SleepApnoea

Trish Young, Chairperson of the
Braidwood Showground 355 com-
mittee welcomed invited guest,
Eden Monaro Federal member,
Kristy McBain, Braidwood
Bendigo Community Bank, Nick
Fry, and QPRC representatives
Mareeta Grundy and Chris Dun-
can.
This $1,100,000 project has

been a long time coming for the
Braidwood Showground 355 com-
mittee.
The major electrical upgrade and

lighting project commenced in
March 2020. The committee’s
number one priority was to try and
improve the inadequate supply,
distribution and safety of the elec-
tricity around the grounds. Once
the electricity was sorted installing
appropriate lighting around the
arena, rodeo area and cattle yards
was going to be the committee’s
second priority.
After extensive consultation

with QPRC, community Show-
ground user groups and the never-
ending support and encouragement
from the Braidwood Bendigo
Community Bank our committee
embarked on many, many grant ap-
plications.  
The Committee eventually suc-

cessfully secured funding of
$787,483 through the Crown Re-

serves Improvement Fund Pro-
gram, $193,517 from Braidwood
Bendigo Community Bank and
$65,614 from the Showground 355
committee. 
The committee was excited to be

finally moving forward with their
project.  However, a couple of
major events occurred before the
project could be commenced e.g.
COVID, bush fires and wet
weather. When it eventually got
underway there was going to be 
a shortfall of approximately
$72,000. 
Yet another application request

for assistance went to the Bendigo
Bank and again they approved our
request for an increase of grant
funding.  This made a total of
$222,131.00 of grant funding the
Braidwood Bendigo Bank have
contributed towards our project.  
While the lights were coming on

the Braidwood Showground 355
Committees took the opportunity
to acknowledge the long partner-
ship with the Braidwood Bendigo
Community Bank. Over the years
they have now contributed approx-
imately $319,00.00 in grant fund-
ing to the showground for the
benefit of all who use it.
It has been 4 years since the

committee enthusiastically em-
barked on the ambitious task of up-
grading the electricity and lighting
at the showground so it would be a
safe, functional space and an evac-
uation center for all users and their
animals within Braidwood and sur-
rounding communities. 
Trish invited Braidwood Show-

girl, Georgie, to turn on the main
arena, rodeo arena and cattle yards
lights. A Polocrosse exhibition
demonstrated how effective the
new lighting is. 
The Braidwood Showground

355 Committee encourage all of
our community to consider making
use of this wonderful venue for so-
cial, horse and livestock events.
Bookings taken by Trish Young
0412889507.

LIGHTS ON
Joan Webb
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STICK and FLY Matthew Little

Michelle Griggs welcomes Scott Preston  to the Club.

over this period through the 30
traps!  
CoreEnviro Solutions also un-

dertook lure trapping for European
wasp queens this season for the
ACT Government. They reported
their success in the Canberra Times
on February 10th and estimated
that every queen they trapped
would have otherwise produced
4000 wasps this season. Using this
as an estimate, there would have
been SIX MILLION more Euro-
pean wasp in Braidwood this sea-
son without the thirty BEWO traps
in place. 
Let’s not forget that there were

many community members also
contributing to the BEWO project.
Fifty-one people purchased traps
from BEWO – adding a further 60
lure traps to the collective effort.

ting active BEWO will contact
those people who joined our wasp
program to provide them with lure
for the autumn period. Its not too
late to join the program though. 
Get in touch with BEWO if you

would like to contribute to reduc-
ing the size of the Braidwood Eu-
ropean wasp population this
autumn. 
Braidwoodewaspoff@gmail.com

BEWO counted all the wasps in the 30 traps they set. You can see the queens
in this shot are easily distinguished from the single worker caught (small wasp in
bottom row)

European Wasps
... continued from page 1

He’s only been at the helm for a
week, but the new manager of the
Braidwood Servicemen’s Club,
Scott Preston, is already well on
his way to getting to know the
local community.
Scott, who had the lease on the

Royal Hotel in Bungendore, has
been in the hospitality industry for
his entire career and brings this
wealth of experience to his new
position.
“I enjoy the people,” he says in

response to a question about his
lifelong involvement in hospitality
management. “Clubs are commu-
nity hubs and I was attracted to the
community involvement with this
club.”
In the short time he has been

here he has already met with most
of the groups who use the club. His
first priority is to get to know how
the club operates and its role in the
Braidwood community. He also
wants to fully understand the dif-
ferent groups who use the club as
their base.
“We’ve got the sports clubs – the

golf, bowls and squash, plus the
rugby club, the various service
clubs like the Lions and View
clubs, then there’s the monthly
community lunch,” he says. “My
job is to steer the ship.”
Scott is a keen cyclist, mostly

off-road. He and his family have
lived in Hoskinstown for 20 years
and he says he is very familiar with
what he calls the “pie run” to
Braidwood. 
“Ride to Braidwood, get a pie,

ride back. It takes about five
hours.”
His two sons are, he says,

“rugby mad”, and Scott also man-
ages the Queanbeyan Whites
Rugby team. He also admits that
when he had the Royal in Bungen-
dore, they sponsored the Mud-
chooks. He is, however, looking
forward to sealing a good relation-
ship with the Redbacks.
Former manager, Michelle

Griggs, who retired last month, has
welcomed Scott on board and will
be on hand should he need any
handover information.

Scott takes the helm
Robin Tennant Wood

Many of these landholders have re-
ported that they have caught well
over 100 queens in just one trap.  
We have learnt a lot about Euro-

pean wasps this season, the activity
season for queens, the importance
of trap placement and the behav-
iour of wasps in and around traps.
There are definitely hot-spots
around the town where the wasps
are in higher numbers, including
areas close to the creeks that flow
through Braidwood and near estab-
lished orchards.
The weather has been pretty un-

usual this Summer with really high
humidity with high temperatures
and huge downpours of rain. This
is likely to have put a major dent in
the wasp population with nests de-
stroyed by heavy rain and flood-
ing. 
Unusually, QPRC have had no

nests reported for destruction on
public land around Braidwood this
season. It is hard to know if it is the
efforts of the Braidwood commu-

nity, or the weather, that has kept
wasp numbers down this season.
Either way we have an excellent
opportunity this autumn to con-
tinue to reduce the size of the
Braidwood European wasp popu-
lation. We need as many residents
as possible trapping queens this au-
tumn and getting nests destroyed.  
Report any nests you see on pub-

lic land to Council on 1300 735
025. Nests on private land are best
dealt with by a pest control con-
tractor. They can be found via the
eWasp website or phone App or
search Facebook or Google for Eu-
ropean wasp control in your local
area. 
Soon the young queens will start

to disperse from their nests, look-
ing for a suitable place to spend the
winter. As soon as queens start get-



Bendigo Bank has once again been
named one of Australia’s most
trusted organisations in the long
running Roy Morgan trust rank-
ings.
The research house released its

December quarter rankings today,
with Bendigo Bank also retaining
its title as Australia’s most trusted
Bank, with an NPS of 27.8 points
above the industry based on a six-
month rolling average.
CEO and Managing Director of

Bendigo Bank, Marnie Baker said
the acknowledgement underscored
the Bank’s commitment to cus-
tomer satisfaction, quality products
and innovative digital offerings.
“Bendigo Bank is consistently

recognised as Australia’s most
trusted bank because we continue
to put our customers at the centre
of everything we do. We are dedi-
cated to building even stronger re-
lationships with our 2.6 million
customers by prioritising integrity,
reliability, and customer-centric-
ity,” Ms Baker said.
“We take immense pride in de-

livering our customers with award-
winning face-to-face service and
value the personalised interactions
we have with our customers every
day. Our digital offerings are both
convenient and empowering for
our customers. Through user-
friendly interfaces, best practice

security measures, and a commit-
ment to continuous improvement,
we are building a competitive dig-
ital experience that aligns with the
evolving needs of our customers.”
The findings contained in Roy

Morgan’s latest quarterly update
allows consumers to describe in
their own words why they trust or
distrust a brand, using data and in-
sights from more than 60,000 Aus-
tralians. Bendigo Bank was also
named the most trusted agribusi-
ness bank, voted by an extensive
panel of 30,000 farmers.
“Bendigo Bank remains com-

mitted to delivering on our purpose
of feeding into the prosperity of
our customers and the community,
not off them,” Ms Baker said.
“We are grateful for the opportu-

nity to serve our community and
contribute to thousands of commu-
nity-strengthening projects across
Australia through sponsorships and
grants made through our unique
Community Bank model,” Ms
Baker concluded.
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Bendigo ‘Australia’s
most trusted’ again
Media from Bendigo Bank

This Saturday and Sunday Braid-
wood Film club will be screening
5 movies.
On Saturday there is an after-

noon screening of Ikiru by Japan-
ese master Akira Kurosawa and
then in the evening a modern film
inspired by it, Living directed by
Oliver Hermanus and starring Bill
Nighy. The evening film is pre-
ceded by our customary shared
meal. 
Times are Daylight Saving: 

• 4:00pm sharp for Ikiru (no inter-
val); 

• 6:30pm for a shared meal at
7:00pm; 

• 8:00pm.  for the screening of -
Living.
On Sunday 17 March we are

screening Braidwood Comedy
Festival.
We will be showing three films

on Sunday:
• 10:30am.   Malcolm Australia
1986, 85 minutes,  directed by
Nadia Tass, starring Colin Friels,
John Heargreaves, Lindy Davies.
Classified PG.
Malcolm is a chronically shy

mechanical genius exhibiting
many traits that are characteristic
of someone with high-functioning
or Asperger’s syndrome , including
a peculiar walk,  poor social skills
and a deep-focus, obsessive inter-
est (in this case, trams). 
When we first meet him he has

been sacked for building his own
tram and running it on the Mel-
bourne tramways tracks. He gets
Frank, who has just been released
from jail, to move in to help pay
the bills. Soon, Malcolm develops
a symbiotic relationship with
Frank and turns to a life of crime.
Hilarious!  Music by the Penguin
Cafe orchestra.
• 1:00pm.  Death in Brunswick
Australia 1990, 109 minutes, di-
rected by John Ruane, starring
Sam Neill, Zoe Carides, John
Clarke.  Classified  M.
Carl Fitzgerald (Sam Neill) is

down-on-his-luck until he gets a
job as a chef and meets Sophie, a
beautiful Greek girl (Zoe Carides).
A misunderstanding,  a result of
drug related violence, results in
him accidentally killing a fellow
worker.  Fortunately his unscrupu-
lous best friend Dave (John
Clarke) a grave digger is there to
help dispose of the body.  Dark
comedy. David Stratton described

the film as “a black comedy which
isn’t afraid to take risks, to shift
moods, to push to the limit”.
• 3:00pm. Ferris Bueller’s Day Off
USA 1986, 103 minutes, directed
by John Hughes, starring
Matthew Broderick, Alan Ruck,
Mia Sara
High school student Ferris

Bueller wants a beautiful spring
day off from school.  He’s devel-
oped an incredibly sophisticated
plan to pull it off. He talks his
friend Cameron and his girlfriend
Sloane into heading to Chicago for
the day in Cameron’s father’s rare
1961Ferri 250 GT California Spy-
der. While they are taking in what
the city has to offer, school princi-
pal Ed Rooney becomes convinced
that Ferris is, not for the first time,
playing hooky for the day and so is
hell-bent to catch him out. Ferris
has anticipated that, much to
Rooney’s chagrin. Well received in
the US where it became the 10th
highest grossing film of 1986.

—  * — * — * —
You must be a member of the

Braidwood Film Club to be admit-
ted to the Festival, however it will
be possible to join at the door.
Children will be admitted if ac-
companied by an adult who is a
member or buying membership.

FILM CLUB Erika Mordek



down on previous years, the qual-
ity, according to stewards, was
very high.
Summerfield resident, Marie

Rubie, took out Champion with
one of four quilts that she entered.
Overall, Marie picked up two
firsts, a second and a third for her
quilts, plus a first for her silver
beet.
Having never entered anything

in her life before, Marie is de-
lighted, if a little surprised, by her
success.
Her Championship quilt was in-

spired by a trip to Alaska, where

she bought the fabric for it. Featur-
ing a stylised arctic landscape with
tiny rhinestones glittering like
newly fallen snow, this quilt caught
the eyes of the judges – and the
Changing Times. She says she was
a relative newcomer to quilting,
taking it up when her granddaugh-
ter was born to make her a quilt. 
A keen gardener also, Marie

moved to Braidwood 18 months
ago and quickly fell in love with
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The first Braidwood Show since
2019 was, by every account, a re-
sounding success.
From the dog jumping, the kids’

races and the equestrian events,
through to the evening activities
and the formal turning-on of the
new lights, the Braidwood and
District community turned out to
celebrate the return of this beloved
annual event.
The entries in the pavilion show-

cased the best of the district’s talent
in our local gardens, kitchens and
art and craft rooms. While the
numbers of entries were slightly

The show goes on
Robin Tennant Wood

the community and surrounding
landscape. She waited 12 months
to start her garden so she could
gauge the seasons which are no-
tably different from the Central
Coast where she previously lived,
and where and when her yard gets
the sunshine,
Now, with a flourishing kitchen

garden as well as a flower garden
to attract bees, she is set to stay in
Braidwood and keep quilting.

Climbing was popular. Thanks to Bendigo for the lights.

Marie Rubie with her Champion quilt.

Pulling with everything you’ve got.

Our own Braidwood’s Changing Times ‘Bookworm’ Julia Ermert did well.
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Braidwood Central School (BCS)
drama students have been invited
to participate in ACT UP! 2024.
ACT UP! 2024 is an interstate

event showcasing secondary
schools from ACT and regional
NSW. This year Canberra Theatre
Centre has partnered with NIDA
Australian Theatre Live and
Slingsby Theatre Company to ele-
vate each participant’s experience
and connection with the Australian
arts industry. ACT UP! 2024 marks
its 10th anniversary.
BCS students will participate in

the various in-school workshops
culminating in a full day workshop
at the Canberra Theatre Centre
(CTC) on 31st May.
BCS Drama Teacher Mrs Elisa

James has organised BCS partici-
pation.
Mrs James said “As a part of the

program dramaturgs and practi-
tioners from Canberra Theatre
Centre will come to our school as
well as communicate with students
via streaming to view and feedback
on a developing performance
work. This ongoing external feed-
back process has helped students in
the past as we have had students
from stages 5 and 6 participate
with great success.”
A dramaturg is an expert in the-

atre literacy. So they’re brilliant at
asking all the right questions,
closely examining the intention
and successful communication of
this in the students’ developing
theatrical works.”
Both backstage and onstage op-

portunities are catered for in ACT
UP! 2024.

Mrs James said “We have in-
vited students, Grace Tybell and
Henry Campbell, to participate as
stage management as they have
had an ongoing interest in the per-
forming arts. I hope this engage-
ment behind the scenes will further
benefit their growing understand-
ing of the world of theatre and en-
courage them to pursue other
backstage and onstage opportuni-
ties.”
BCS Principal, Ms Nerida

Mosely, is a keen supporter of the
performing arts at BCS.
Ms Mosely said “ACT UP! 2024

is a fabulous opportunity for our
students to be mentored by Can-
berra Theatre professionals as well
as an acting workshop with a
NIDA artist. Even better, our stu-
dents get to perform their drama
piece in The Playhouse at the Can-
berra Theatre Centre on the 31st
May.”
Acknowledge: https://canberrathe

atrecentre.com.au/education/act-up/

BCS John Longhurst

Students set to ACT UP!

Drama students Mahlee Long, Telara-Ann Edwards and Romany Gleeson.
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DOJO BREAD
90 Wallace St, [at the pedestrian crossing]

8 am to 1 pm | 6 days a week

Artisan Bread | Gourmet Pies | Great Coffee

Local Produce | Sweet things | Hotties & Coldies

Sausage Rolls | Slices    ... and more

www.dojobread.com.au  0407 222 334
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Social dancing lessons at the
Club
Carolyn Mueller teaches social
dancing (no partner required) in
small groups on Sunday after-
noons and Thursday evenings in
Braidwood. 
“Social dancing is easy,” she

says, “and it’s a great way to stay
active and meet new friends.”
Although Carolyn took classical

ballet as a child, until a love of
horses took over, she didn’t start
ballroom dancing until well into
her forties. She was soon hooked
and trained as a teacher at Can-
berra’s premier social dance studio,
Danzón. 
As well as teaching social danc-

ing, Carolyn has performed and
competed with her students. She
has particularly enjoyed teaching
wedding couples, or sometimes en-
tire wedding parties, for that “spe-
cial dance”. Many of her students
continued social dance classes
after the wedding!
Now comfortably ensconced

with her husband and dog on a
small property in the picturesque
hills of Harold’s Cross, Carolyn is
reunited with her beloved dancing
and is excited to share that love
with the Braidwood region. She
also runs a personal styling and
training business, helping those
living in rural and regional areas
make the daily transformation
“from gumboots to business suits”.
She is teaching the basics of

Jive, Foxtrot, Waltz and Swing
dances just for fun. “Perhaps you’d
prefer the Latin styles like Cha Cha
or Rumba?” she says, “or perhaps
learn for a special occasion?” Wed-
dings are her specialty. 
“You’ll learn to dance to a vari-

ety of music, on different sized
dancefloors and with different
partners if you wish. Learn in a
small, friendly group or book a pri-
vate or semi-private lesson.”
Carolyn hopes to expand Braid-

wood Social Dancing to the sur-
rounding villages and offer classes
in Bungendore and Captains Flat.
Classes are held Thursday

evenings 6.00pm-7.00pm; and
Sunday afternoons, 3.00pm-
4.00pm at the Braidwood Service-
men’s Club. Private or semi-
private lessons are also available. 
Contact Carolyn on 0438 223

247.           

IF 
YOU 
CAN
WALK

YOU
CAN

DANCE

• Native to Japan and China
• Easily grown frost hardy peren-
nials

• Valued for their decorative fo-
liage

• All have wide handsome leaves,
marked with white or yellow

• Do well in large pots and excel-
lent ground cover

• Tall stems of blue, white, pink or
purple flowers in summer

• Grows well in shade in rich
moist soil

• Propagate in spring from divi-
sion

• Both leaves and flowers are good
for floral arrangements

What to do in the garden for
April
• Trim evergreen shrubs so they re-

cover before winter
• Choose trees for autumn colour
• Good time to plant or move

Camellias, Rhodo’s & Azaleas
• Look for Lilium, Hippeastrum &

Sprekelia Bulbs
• Complete planting of spring bulbs
• Tidy leaves of Hellebores, Winter

Iris & Aquilegias
• Sow Asian Greens, Broad Beans

& Peas
• Plant all Brassicas (cover with fine

netting against white butterflies,
old lace curtains ideal!)

• Remove all old leaves from Straw-
berries (put in garbage)

• Remove 3 year old Strawberries &
replace with new stock

• Repot herbs and pot plants with
new potting mix

• Pick up any fallen fruit & dispose
of if diseased.

GARDEN CLUB

HOSTA (PLANTAIN LILY)

Plant of the month

QPRC is currently reviewing its
Community Strategic Plan (CSP).
They are asking for feedback on
the QPRC Your Voice website. 
There is a hardcopy survey

available at the Council office, and
an online survey on the website. 
The CSP is a record of our local

government area’s main ideas and
priorities. According to the web-
site:
“The Community Strategic Plan

documents the community’s aspi-
rations and priorities. Having a
Community Strategic Plan ensures
that our council planning comes
from a sound understanding of the
community’s expectations.”
The survey includes questions

such as: 
• What makes your community a

great place to live? 

• What do you think are the main
challenges facing our community. 

• What is one thing you would like
to see achieved in your commu-
nity in the next 10 years? 
This is an LGA-wide survey.

The more responses received from
Braidwood and District residents,
the more our voice will be counted.
The BCA will update our written
submission to the previous consul-
tation on this document, but we en-
courage everyone living in our
region to complete the individual
survey. It only takes a few minutes. 
You can find the current CSP

and the survey at the link below.
Responses need to be returned to
Council by Friday 15th March. 
https://yourvoice.qprc.nsw.gov.a

u/update-towards-2024-csp
The next BCA General Meeting

will be held on Tuesday 19th
March at 5.30pm at the Braidwood
Servicemen’s Club.  If you’re able
to attend, we would love to wel-
come you to discuss Braidwood’s
community issues in person, and to
share your ideas with other mem-
bers. 

Community input needed
Braidwood Community Association
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Every artist I’ve spoken to about
children’s art has agreed that it is
the best art, though I could have
assumed that because of how con-
cretely true it is to me, so I was ho-
noured to be asked to judge the art
from Kindergarten to Yr2 at this
year’s Braidwood Show. 
Judging children’s art was chal-

lenging when it came to devising a
fair kind of marking criteria. I tried
my best to steer away from award-
ing my own aesthetic pleasures in
what I saw and instead gravitated
towards artworks that had looked
as if they had been made with time
and care, with attention to neatness
and instructions followed. With
this though, I felt the artworks that
were completely left of field and
bent the given class guidelines de-
served just as much reward. 
I think I love kid art so much be-

cause just about all kids make art,
so you can see every kind of artist.
I think special kinds of artists are
lost to the world when they assume
their art is bad or unworthy of their
time as they grow up. It’s assumed

was able to see their work and
show their parents as they walked
through the hall. I was struck by
the attentiveness and grace of how
this mostly faceless and nameless
role was conducted, taken up with
care and a laugh. 
A sense of community had never

been clearer to me than in the
kitchen of that hall, all stewards,
judges, and cooks knowing each
other without knowing each other.
Directly or indirectly, we were
aware of our different Braidwood
realities, aware that we must’ve
known at least someone from each
other’s lives, and of course we all
did. 
I have only seen a very small

slice of the rural community and
felt as though I wasn’t a part of it
just because of my social separa-
tion from it, but it made me realise
no matter what circles you run in,
how old you are, what you’re inter-
ested in if you have kids or not etc.
the community lives on through
those working to keep it here. 

stewards. I guess I shouldn’t have
been surprised that this committee
was made up pretty much exclu-
sively of women; women taking
care of children while setting up
the work of their children and their
peers’ children. Every child,
known or unknown to the stewards
was considered, with serious ques-
tioning of award and artwork
placement to make sure every child

that art requires the skills that only
some people happen to have or
have at least had the time to de-
velop them. 
Specific techniques and

processes of course take some
level of skill to display an idea or
aesthetic, but art is and will always
be for everyone if they have the
time to make it. So make art, in
whatever ways possible. Unseen,
seen, written, ephemeral like dish
bubbles, solid like a homebuilt
shed, lines in a lawn mowed grass,
a bed you made, a drawing you
hate. 

Thank you, parents, and kids of
Braidwood, for your art!

Being able to see behind the
scenes of the Show I always took
for granted was eye-opening in the
best way possible. Though I know
many more days comprise the or-
ganisation of this show, the day of
judging is a whole day affair, most
of all for those setting up what has
just been judged. 
The seemingly endless stapling,

blue tacking, gluing, and pinning
of children’s artwork, a task that
sounds tedious to most, was taken
completely within stride of all the

EnergiZed

Lily Acheson

The NSW Government is inviting
regional councils and eligible not-
for-profit organisations looking to
host activities for young people
during the Winter and Spring
school holidays to apply for fund-
ing under the Holiday Break pro-
gram.
It’s now easier than ever to apply

for Holiday Break funding, with
the new streamlined half-yearly
rounds which allows applicants to
plan for their school holidays and
promote activities to their commu-
nities well in advance.
Funding of up to $7,000 for

Winter and Spring school holidays
will be available to all 93 regional
councils and other eligible organi-
sations to cover the cost of running
youth events during the school
breaks.
The funding can be used to sup-

port a wide range of activities in-
cluding sport or performing arts
activities, movie nights and DJ
workshops.
Department of Regional NSW

Acting Director Charlotte Frew
said the program has delivered and
will continue to deliver hours of
entertainment, social engagement
and skills development for young
people.

“We know how expensive and
challenging it can be for parents
and carers to find things to do dur-
ing school breaks so it’s important
that the events and activities on
offer are free to help ease some of
that financial pressure for regional
families,” Ms Frew said.
An additional $3,000 in travel

loading will also be available to
projects being delivered in remote
NSW to ensure young people liv-
ing in these areas are given equal
opportunities to attend social and
recreational events during the
school holidays.
“Young people in remote and re-

gional NSW need assistance in
overcoming financial or geograph-
ical barriers to access those activi-
ties others may take for granted
during the school holidays, and
this program goes a long way to
addressing those challenges.”
Applications are now open and

will close 5pm Friday 22 March.
Applications will be assessed on a
first in, first served basis and fund-
ing will be prioritised to eligible
projects servicing priority youth
groups.
To find out more and for pro-

gram guidelines, visit www.nsw.
gov.au/holidaybreakprogram

Applications open to bring holiday
break fun for Winter and Spring
Media from Department of Regional NSW

Ode to the Braidwood
Show and young art

The Braidwood Show is a true
display of community, in obvious
ways and unspoken ways alike.
Thanks to Braidwood, and thanks
to art <3



For further information, please
contact Theresa Pengelly at:

pengellyte@gmail.com
—  * — * — * —

Christina Carroll runs yoga
classes on Monday afternoons
from 4pm to 5:15pm, and on Sat-
urday mornings from 8am to 9 am.
Please get in contact with Christina
if you wish to attend on 0414 385
051.

—  * — * — * —
Songlarks is 9:30-11:10 on Fri-

days. It is a short music class for
pre-school age children, including
infants from about six months old.
Please email Nadia McLeish at na-
diamcleish1@gmail.com for fur-
ther details.

—  * — * — * —
Vera Active Pilates runs on

Wednesdays with an evening class
running from 6:30 to 7:30pm.
Please contact Kate Morris for fur-
ther details at veraactivebraid-
wood@gmail.com

—  * — * — * —
Life Drawing runs on the last

Saturday of every month.
—  * — * — * —

Christina has also taken on Sue
Lyons’s pilates classes. Tuesdays
at 9am, Thursdays at 9am.

—  * — * — * —
Aikido is on during the school

term on Wednesday afternoons, but
please contact Matthew Hulse for
further details on 0438 648 864. 

At the Club

Tuesdays 
Tai Chi - 10.00 am

—  * — * — * —
Bridge - 1.00 pm - new players

welcome, contact Olive Royds
4842 1732 or Rose Ribbons 0421
939 151 for more information.
Free to play. 

—  * — * — * —
Canasta – 11am. Contact the

Club for more information
—  * — * — * —

Squash Comp - Evenings -
School Terms, check out Braid-
wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information. 
Wednesdays
Social Bowls - 12.45 pm to

begin playing at 1.00pm 
—  * — * — * —

Trivia - 1st Wednesday of every
month. 6.30pm to begin playing at
7.00 pm. $5 to play. 

—  * — * — * —
Squash Comp - Evenings -

School Terms, check out Braid-

wood Squash Club Facebook Page
for more information.

—  * — * — * —
Tango - 5.30 pm Tango Lessons,

Contact Erika Mordek 0432
687255 for more information.
Thursdays
Golf Club’s Chook Run - Thurs-

day Afternoon
Fridays
Tai Chi - 10.00 am.

—  * — * — * —
Friday Raffles - Every Friday

Night, Raffle Tickets on Sale at
6.00 pm, Raffle drawn at 7.30 pm.

—  * — * — * —
Members Draw - The Members

Draw will be drawn anytime be-
tween 7-9 pm and will jackpot up
to a possible $5,000.

—  * — * — * —
Members Happy Hour – 6-7pm

weekly
—  * — * — * —

Line Dancing - 7.15 pm, Social
Line Dancing. Contact Maureen
Robertson 0413 795 630 for more
information.
Saturdays
Golf Comp - 12.00 pm - 4.30

pm 
Sundays
Movement for Mobility - 11.00

am - 12.00 pm. Contact Erika
Mordek 0432 687 255 for more in-
formation.

—  * — * — * —
Social Bowls - 12.45 pm to

begin playing at 1.00 pm.
—  * — * — * —

Poker - 2.30 pm to begin playing
at 3.00 pm. First Sunday of the
Month.

—  * — * — * —
Darts Competition – 4:30pm for

a 5pm start every Sunday.

Other Organisations
Braidwood Youth Performing

Arts Association are beginning a
mixed choir to commence on Tues-
day, 5th March from 5pm to 6pm
every Tuesday. The first official
performance of this choir will be
ANZAC Day. All are welcome to
join—for more information please
have a look at bypaa.org

—  * — * — * —
BRAIDWOOD DANCE STU-

DIO CLASSES START BACK
6TH FEB 2024
We are excited for another year

of dance. We will be
running ALL classes at Sunday
School Hall (The Anglican
Hall) this term at 68 Wilson Street,
Braidwood, NSW, 2622
Please see timetable below and
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Stephen Rosenberg & Steve Maher
coupled with big-screen images by
photographer Virginia Lavarack.
See https://events.humanitix.com/s
oundscapes (pre-booking required)

—  * — * — * —
Phi’on are hosting a Biological

Food Production Workshop on Sat-
urday, 16th March from 9:30 am.
For further details, please head to
their website: https://phion.com
.au/shop/workshops/biological-
food-production-16th-march-
2024/

—  * — * — * —
An Autumn Seasonal Retreat is

being held by Hollie Wildëthorn on
Saturday and Sunday, 16-17th
March. For further information,
please go to https://www.institute-
forselfcrafting.com/retreats

—  * — * — * —
A Full Moon Women’s Circle is

also being held by Hollie
Wildëthorn on 24th March from
6pm to 9pm. For further informa-
tion, please go to https://www.in-
stituteforselfcrafting.com/circles

—  * — * — * —
Merrilyn Rice has a selection of

works in acrylics, oils, water-
colour, pastels, and mixed media
exhibiting in DOJO Bread, next
door to the National Theatre. 

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Film Club are having

a five film mini festival! It com-
mences at 4pm sharp on Saturday,
16th March, and continues well
onto the Sunday, 17th March. Sun-
day’s films commence at 10:30am.

At BRAG
Snuggle n Sing is on from 9:30 -

10:30 am during the school term.

HAPPENING ABOUT THE PLACE Laura Moriarty

Social correspondent Laura Moriarty

What an eventful fortnight we’ve
just had, with the success of the
show, amongst other things. This
fortnight proves to have just as
much stuff to do in town, and out
of town. 

Concerts and Gigs
This is a reminder that the Ele-

gant Associates are performing on
Sunday, 17th March from 5pm at
the Royal Mail Hotel. Sorry, it’s
fully booked!

—  * — * — * —
BRAG Open Mic Night is

baaaaaaack! Calling all people
with a dramatic, poetic, or singing
bent. It’s on Saturday, 22nd March
from 6pm onwards.

Markets
Braidwood Farmer’s Markets

are on this Saturday, 16th March in
the National Theatre from 8:30am
to 12:30pm.

—  * — * — * —
The Ryrie Park Markets are on

Saturday, 23rd March from 8am.
—  * — * — * —

Nerriga Markets are on Sunday,
17th March from 10:30 at the
Nerriga Pub.

—  * — * — * —
The Braidwood Scouts are hav-

ing a Car Boot Sale on 13th April,
and are actively looking for stall-
holders to help with fundraising.
Please get in contact with Louise at
llcole76@gmail.com for more in-
formation.

Other Events
BCS P&C AGM followed by an

Ordinary Meeting on Wednesday
20th March at Braidwood Service-
man’s Club at 5pm for a 5.15pm
start. All committee positions to be
filled. All welcome.

—  * — * — * —
The Braidwood Folk Club AGM

is on Monday, 18th March from
6pm at the Royal Mail Hotel. 

—  * — * — * —
Sunday 24th March: Braidwood

Folk Club Tunes Group 3-
4pm + Big Sing 4-5pm at Royal
Mail Hotel... NOTE: We have ad-
justed our session times to finish
earlier than usual on this date, to
allow people to attend the Sound-
scapes event below if they wish...
Sunday 24th March: Sound-

scapes Music+Visual Experience,
5pm at the National Theatre - Orig-
inal music from local musicians



visit our website to secure a spot!
If you are unsure of the right

class for you or your child, do not
hesitate to contact Miss Georgie
with any questions. To Enrol Now
visit our website: 
www.braidwooddancestudio.com
or phone Miss Georgie on
0457991116 or braidwooddances
tudio@gmail.com

—  * — * — * —
There’s a new fitness class on at

the pool! Aquafit with Kirsten
Hulse on Tuesday evenings from
5:30pm. But if you’re new, come
at 5:15 so you can complete the re-
quired paperwork. 

—  * — * — * —
Garden Club meet at the Club on

the second Tuesday of the month at
11am—you can find more infor-
mation on their website: braid-
woodgardenclub.org.

—  * — * — * —
Parkrun is on every Saturday at

the Braidwood Showgrounds from
8am unless otherwise noted.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Motor Club meet at

the Club on the first Thursday of
the month at 7pm—for further in-
formation, you can contact Steve
Scaife on 02 4842 1664.

—  * — * — * —
The View Club meet at the Club

on the first Thursday of the month
at 6:30pm—for further informa-
tion, please contact Roslyn on
0437 895 276.

—  * — * — * —
The Fishing Club meet at the

Club on the first Wednesday of the
month at 7:30pm.

—  * — * — * —
The Royal Mail’s weekly choco-

late wheel is on as always, as are

their Happy Hours on Monday
through Wednesday nights! 

—  * — * — * —
The St Vincent DePaul Society

meet every Friday at St Bede’s
presbytery from 11am to 1pm.

—  * — * — * —
Crafty or Not group meet every

Thursday morning at the Anglican
Parish Centre behind the Anglican
Church on Elrington St from 11am
to 12pm. All are welcome.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Quilters and Textiles

meet every Wednesday down at the
Scout Hall from 10am onwards.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Health Walking

Group meets every Wednesday
morning at 8:30 am at Ryrie Park.
For further information, please
contact Trish Sargeson on 0438
768 539.

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Scouts are on every

Thursday throughout the school
terms. 
Joeys (ages 5 - 7 years) in tem-

porary recess, pending numbers.
Cubs (ages 8-11 years) 6 to

7.30pm
Scouts (ages 12-14 years) 6 to

7.30pm
Venturers (ages 15 -17 years) 6

to 7.30pm
Please contact Mal Campbell at

malcolm.campbell@nsw.scouts.or
g.au for further details.

—  * — * — * —
Fit for Life meet every Monday

and Wednesday morning from
7:30-8:30 am at Braidwood Cen-
tral School. Breakfast is provided
after an active workout. 

—  * — * — * —
Braidwood Pistol and Target

Shooting Club invite new mem-
bers to join. They offer introduc-
tory shoots and club pistols for
anyone who would like to experi-
ence pistol shooting. If you are in-
terested, please contact
braidwoodpandtsc@gmail.com for
further information.

—  * — * — * —
At the Braidwood Hotel

Wednesday nights are our $13.00
pork or chicken schnitzel and
$15.00 parmigiana nights. Thurs-
day nights pizza specials are
supreme or meat lovers’ pizza
$20.00, or Hawaiian or pepperoni
$15.00. These specials occur
weekly. There are also Friday night
meat raffles.

—  * — * — * —
Motion Ninja Academy
Ninja training is held weekly in
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Braidwood during school terms for
children aged 5+. Ninja training
with MNA doesn’t only teach self-
defence, it teaches an integrative
framework for personal develop-
ment via movement and self-
awareness for whole-body
wellness and most importantly, a
whole lot of FUN! Next Class:
Mondays at 4pm during the school
term
More information: Contact Hol-

lie on 0482 955 34
—  * — * — * —

Braidwood Social Dancing -
Foxtrot, Swing and more. Thurs-
day 6 - 7 pm and Sunday 3 - 4 pm
at the Servicemen’s Club. $11 per
person per class.
Call Carolyn on 04 3822 3247,

or visit www.braidwoodsocial-
dancing.au  

Happy Hour:
6.30 – 7.30

Thursdays & Fridays

145–147 Wallace St

4842 2488
0414 656 420
royalmailbraidwood@gmail.com

GOOD FOOD+GOOD SETTING = GOOD TIME

ABOUT THE PLACE

Sustainable Braidwood held its AGM. It was decided become a sub-committee of Upper Shoalhaven Landcare. Stay tuned for updates.
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Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Advertising of Notices and Documents under the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and 
Regulations Documents are published at  
bit.ly/DPnotices

  
  
 
  
   

  

Seniors Week activities
Join us in Queanbeyan for some 
seniors week activities!

We have an Intergenerational 
Playgroup at Queanbeyan Schools 
as Community Centres (next to 
Queanbeyan Public School) from 
10-11:30am on 19 March. Email 
community.team@qprc.nsw.gov.au 
or call 0447 798 778 to register.

You can also be part of Seniors Week 
Trivia in the new Council building 
from 12-2pm on 21 March. Register 
by calling 6285 6255 or head to our 
website.

 If you want to come along you 
can find more information at  
qprc.nsw.gov.au/events

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
          

   

Have Your Say 

Projects & initiatives open for  
community comment

   
 

   

  
 
   

 
 

Follow us on social media

Sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

eepurl.com/codv-v

@QbnPalerangRC
@QbnPalerang
@QbnPalerang
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We’ve just celebrated International
Women’s Day. 

Has anything much changed
over — not just the decades, but
the centuries?

Or did The Bard have it right all
along? 

I’ve been reading Shakespeare—
The Man Who Pays the Rent, Judi
Dench, Penguin, UK, 2023. Ar-
guably, no one knows more about
Shakespeare’s women than Dame
Judi does, and she’s some woman
herself. 

It’s a richly layered anecdotal
book but I’m concerned here with
what this very modern woman
makes of the female roles she’s
played. 

Her first role, straight out of
drama school, was Ophelia for the
Old Vic. 

I’m starting with her favourite
play, Macbeth, because I wrote
about it for you just on a year ago.
I was more focussed on him (red-
haired? left-handed?) but did won-
der in passing what her story might
be. By repute, Lady Macbeth is the
quintessential ambitious wife. 

I never picked up the hints that
this a mutually loving and passion-
ate marriage. ‘Dearest partner of
greatness,’ he calls her, and ‘my
dearest love,’ and ‘dearest chuck.’
King Duncan, who is her cousin,
refers to her as Macbeth’s ‘great
love.’ Yet she would’ve murdered
him herself if he hadn’t looked so
like her father. They’ve had, and
lost, children: ‘I have given suck
…’

Once she senses, after the scene
with the witches, what he wants,
she’ll stop at nothing to get it for
him. When he starts to have second
thoughts, it drives her crazy.  None
of this would be noted in my selec-
tive fifties’ girls’ school, but I’m
surprised I didn’t pick up on it in
political, Public Service Canberra! 

Ambitious wives who live to
promote their husbands’ interests,
at the expense of their own —well,
need I go on? 

Back to Dame Judi’s first role —
Ophelia— and a few other very
young women fighting for the
chance to choose their life partners.
As soon as a girl matured, at about
thirteen, she needed to be married

don’t hear her name till right near
the end! Shipwrecked with noth-
ing, having to cope with the prob-
ability of her twin brother’s death,
she forges a new identity as Ce-
sario and gets a job with the the
local duke. He thinks she’s a bloke
and sets her to woo the local great
lady on his behalf. She knows
she’s a woman and falls for the
duke, but the lady falls for her in
her male disguise … it must’ve
been a good one! Then the look-
alike brother turns up, not drowned
after all, and completely fools
everyone again, even to marrying
the lovelorn great lady. One can
only hope the next shipwreck lands
an optometrist on Illyria!  But
Viola manages it all. She might
talk about building willow cabins
but she doesn’t need one. She’s a
fully realised person.

The Shakespearean lady who
seems really to have the most
agency is Cleopatra. Yet nothing is
enough for her. Undisputed queen
of Egypt, no longer so young: she
died at 39, she’s had husbands
(there were strange laws in Egypt),
lovers (including Julius Cæsar) and
babies. Now she has Mark An-
thony, one of the most powerful
men in Rome, and he’s like her last
hurrah.  She must’ve been hell to

live with or work for.  Women like
that are better on stage than off.
She could’ve done with time out in
that willow cabin but instead she
settled for a willow basket of asps
— Dame Judi said there were
three.

I’m sure she’d like the last word:
And there is nothing left

remarkable 
Beneath the visiting moon.
Shakespeare wrote some ex-

traordinary female characters. I’ve
met many of them.

If you say you haven’t, I won’t
believe you. Or at least, I’ll suspect
you’ve lived a very dull life.

off quick smart or there’d be trou-
ble. We have more choices now,
like education and jobs, but other-
wise I still see that hint of trouble
brewing.There’s Hermia, in A Mid-
summer Night’s Dream, more in-
terested in Lysander than her
father’s choice, Dumetrius, even
though they sound identical … ex-
cept for the hormones. There’s ref-
erence to ‘the ancient privilege of
Athens:’ If Hermia defies her fa-
ther, she can be executed. Some
cultures call it ‘honour killing’ …
and there are more ways than one
of ‘killing’ a disobedient girl. 

Ophelia may be entranced by
Hamlet but he can’t really marry
where he chooses, either. It’s polit-
ical — above her touch. Is he just
having a fling? As for Gertrude,
did she really get a choice of broth-
ers? Did she always prefer the
younger one? He certainly sounds
more fun than the one who obses-
sively haunts the battlements. But
when Gert frugally uses up the left-
over funeral baked meats to furnish
forth the marriage feast, her bossy
son gets after her! Mine has just let
me know I’m becoming a bit of a
nuisance …’Nuff said! 

Juliet, with her Romeo, leaves a
pattern for young lovers every-
where … except those who don’t
remember they ended up dead. She
manoeuvred to get her choice, and
made sensible plans, but he didn’t.
He laired off with his mates instead
and everything came unstuck.
Sure, they got a lovely dual golden
statue at the end, but if you’ve been
watching The Crown, you’ll have
noted an uneasy analogy. 

What a terrible lottery Portia’s
father let her in for, in The Mer-
chant of Venice! Who could blame
her for negotiating around that?
But was Bassanio such a good
choice? He also thought more of
his mates than of her, expects her
to do all his dirty work for him, and
— I think it’s just as well there
wasn’t a sequel.

Sibling rivalry is at its worst in
King Lear, and I could write a
book about that, except too many
novelists already have. 

Viola is quite my favourite and
Twelfth Night the play I know best.
Except I’ve only just realised you

BOOKWORM Julia Ermert 

SHAKESPEARE’S WOMEN
... are they still relevant today? 

Tombarra — centre of change and
progression to a better future.

EVENTS AND
ACCOMMODATION

•Family gatherings
• Weddings & celebrations

• Conferences
All units are self-contained

with own bathroom

Book now on: 0448 533 616
TOMBARRA 579 Northangera Road, Mongarlowe



St Bede’s Parish

Reflection on the Gospel of
John 12:20-33 by Greg Sunter
This week’s first reading from

Jeremiah is a very powerful image
and a foreshadowing of the mes-
sage and ministry of Jesus. In the
Jeremiah reading, the Lord an-
nounces that (yet again) a new
covenant will be made between the
people and their God. This time,
however, the covenant will not be
a collection of rules written in
stone as was the case with the
covenant of the Ten Command-
ments after the people had been led
out of slavery in Egypt. The people
have demonstrated that they are
not able to uphold that covenant.
This time, God declares that the
covenant will be ‘planted deep
within them’ and ‘written on their
hearts’. This is a wonderful image:
I will write my covenant on your
heart! It is the message that Jesus
tried to convey over and over again
– the Law of God is not to be found
in a multitude of rules and regula-
tions but it is a Law of the heart,
calling for compassion and love.
This message is no better

demonstrated than in this week’s
gospel passage. Jesus declares that,
‘unless a wheat grain falls on the
ground and dies, it remains only a
single grain; but if it dies, it yields
a rich harvest.’ He is speaking of
course about his own life, but he is
speaking also to those around him
and those of us who read the words
today. Unless we are prepared to
let go of our ego, our status, our
‘reputation’, for the sake of others
and respond to them from the heart
then we can never experience the
breadth and depth of what it means
to belong to a community. When
we are prepared to let go of our

Anglican Parish of Braidwood

New Creation
The Resurrection of Jesus, cele-
brated on Easter Day, opened the
doors to God’s new creation. 
The New Creation is completely

new, brought about from nothing,
just as the whole universe was cre-
ated by God ex nihilo, from noth-
ing. Only the Creator could
accomplish such a feat. 
The old things of our human na-

ture died on Good Friday, nailed to
the cross. The whole face of nature
seems to us to be changed, and we
seem to be in a new world. The
heavens and the earth are filled
with new wonders, and all things
seem now to speak forth the praise
of God. There are new feelings to-
ward all people—a new kind of
love toward family and friends, a
new compassion never before felt

Braidwood Uniting Church
What gives more joy than the com-
pany of grandchildren? 
I had the joy of picking up a little

girl from school and it happened to
be raining heavily at the time. As
soon as my dear girl was in my car,
she asked if we could go and play
in the park. 
“It’s raining darling, we’d get

sopped and if I bring you home to
your Mum, sopping wet, I could be
in all sorts of trouble.” After a short
silence, my little girl said, “You
drive a lot don’t you Papa?” (that’s
our family name for, ‘grandfa-
ther’). Several times every week I
go up and down the Clyde Moun-
tain and so I agreed that I drive a
lot. 
“You must get tired sometimes

from all that driving.” Although I
enjoy driving, I had to agree that
there are times when I begin to feel
like a very old grandfather at the
end of a stint of driving. “Well”,
she said, “there’s a comfortable

14 — Wednesday March 13, 2024 BRAIDWOOD’S CHANGING TIMES

hang-ups and reservations to make
a difference in the lives of others
then the ‘harvest’ that will be gath-
ered from those actions will be
great indeed!
Note the new Weekend Mass

time of 5pm. 
—  * — * — * —

Holy Week services in Braid-
wood
Palm Sunday: 24th March at

5.00pm 
Holy Thursday: 28th March –

time to be advised
Good Friday: 29th March – Sta-

tions of the Cross at 10.00am; Pas-
sion at 3.00pm
Easter Mass: 30th March Vigil

Mass at 5.00pm
—  * — * — * —

Family fun and market day at
Nerriga Hotel Sunday 17 March,
10.30am – 3.30pm.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS for enemies, and a new love for all
humankind. 
No one reaches perfection in this

life except Jesus, but redeemed
Christians are being made holy day
by day, sinning less and hating it
more each time they fail. Yes, we
still sin, but the difference is that as
the New Creation we no longer are
slaves to sin, as we formerly were.
We are now freed from sin and it
no longer has power over us (Ro-
mans 6:6-7).
The Resurrection of Jesus, and

the changes it brought, guarantee
our own eternal life. This New
Creation is a wondrous thing, cre-
ated by God’s power for his glory.
He is Risen, The New Creation,
has begun. Alleluia!
(I am indebted to a podcast by

Nathan Miller.)
Rev Des McGuire

seat right there in the park”. What
could I do? We stopped at the park
and eventually arrived to see Mum,
both of us sopping wet.
Lots of things make no sense at

all until you understand then as
propelled by love. Playing games
in the pouring rain doesn’t make a
lot of sense. Not only did our ac-
tion that day not make sense to
Mum, in due course, it didn’t make
any sense to Grandma either. But
the joy of playing chasey in the
rain makes perfect sense to an old
man who dotes on his little girl. 
In some ways, I think our culture

has become so pragmatic, so trans-
actional, so materialist that church
doesn’t make any sense either. 
Being an ordained minister is

not something you let slip into po-
lite conversation anymore. For so
many good reasons, the organized
church makes no sense in our time.
To make light, sometimes I’ll tell
people that I’ve given up my life in
the organized church and now I’m
trying to find a place in the disor-
ganized church (insert small
chuckle here).
We’re in the season of Lent and

what could be more counter to in-
tuition than meeting together with
others to learn the way of the Cru-
cified One? Who in their wildest
dreams aims for excellence and
congers up an image of Jesus cru-
cified. In any time and any context
how does this make sense. My
only answer is that it’s something
like, “singing in the rain” or
“swinging in the rain”. It’s love.
It’s not fairy floss, balloons and
streamers and all will be well, kind
of love. It’s not ‘my little pony’
fairytale love that is flush with an-
swers but rather a real, expensive
journey that takes us to the edge of
knowing and well away from an-
swers or formulas.

grahamlong@mac.com
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GOLF REPORT
PENNANTS REPORT
Both the men’s and women’s Pen-
nants teams recorded big wins last
week.
Last Thursday our men’s Pen-

nants team continued their great,
late season form with a 5.5/.5 re-
sult against Federal at Yass.
Spiro Agnew was the star in his

first game for the season and our
other winners were Tom Duffy,
Keith Morgan, John Harb and
Michael Toirkens. Brendan Booker
had the squared match.
There is only one round left in

the season, and that big win means
the team now has a small mathe-
matical chance of making the final.
Next Thursday the team plays the
undefeated competition leaders,
Gungahlin.
The women’s Pennants team

won handsomely at Belconnen last
Friday with wins to Michelle
Henry, Margy Gardner, Donna
Kuhn and Robin Tennant Wood
and a square on the 18th for Vir-
ginia Groot Obbink. It was a sweet
win over Royal Canberra in hot
conditions and we expect another
hot day at Gungahlin Lakes next
Friday against RMC. The women
have three more pool matches be-
fore the finals and currently sit at
the top of the table in Pool A.
MONA CUP
This year the Mona Cup is on

Saturday March 30 and will be a 3
Person Irish Medley with everyone
to organise their team before play
please. Hit off will be at the normal
time.

RESULTS Saturday March 2 
Men: Single Stableford –  Jim

Lindwall Memorial Trophy. We
thank Teresa Lindwall for her con-
tinued support.

Winner: Will Sanders 39 nett
Runner Up: Tom Duffy 35 nett

c/b
Men’s NTP 3/12: Gordon Scott
Ball Comp: Michael Toirkens

35, Leigh Curtis 34, Ted Emmett
33, Roger Hovey 33
Handicap Changes: Will Sanders

down 1 to 21, Tom Duffy down 1
to 28,
Terry Hughes out 1 to 31,

Michael Fitzgerald out 1 to 25
Birdies: 4
Women’s Results Single Stable-

ford – Durran Durra Truffles Tro-
phy. Many thanks Virginia for your
sponsorship.
Winner: Donna Kuhn 39 pts
Runner Up: Margy Gardner 37

pts
NTP 3/12: Carmen Byrne
Ball Comp: Robin Tennant

Wood, Carmen Byrne
Handicap Changes: Donna Kuhn

down 1 to 31, Margy Gardner
down 1 to 28
Pars: 6

COMING EVENTS
March 16 Saturday: Committee

Meeting 10.30am
Men’s Single Stableford – Nu-

trien Ag Trophy
Women’s Single Stableford –

Isobel Mutton Trophy 2nd Round
Bel McDonald Trophy
March 23 Saturday: 2BBB Sta-

bleford - P.B.L. (Bruce) Hovey
Trophy
March 30 Saturday: Easter

Weekend
3 Person Irish Medley Stable-

ford - Mona Cup

FUNDRAISER UPDATE
Golfers have now notched up

$750 towards the bank’s fundraiser
for the Scouts.

Hopeless Golfer:  “ WHAT COULDN’T I DO TO A NICE
BIG BOTTLE OF BEER ?”

Caddie (scornfully):  “ HIT IT WITH A CLUB .”
PUNCH CARTOON 1931

News trivia
Have you been paying attention?
n Australia beat New Zealand in the second cricket test. In which

city was it played?
‰ Auckland ‰ Wellington
‰ Christchurch ‰ Dunedin

n Which movie won the Best Picture award at this week’s Oscars
‰ Oppenheimer ‰ Barbie
‰ Killers of the Flower Moon ‰ Poor Things

n Matildas and Chelsea FC star, Sam Kerr, was in the news last
week for calling a police officer what?

‰ Ignorant blockhead ‰ Stupid white bastard
‰ Fat pig ‰ Sir 

n Which Sydney private school has been in the news for the past
two weeks for all the wrong reasons?

‰ Cranbrook ‰ Knox Grammar
‰ Abbotsleigh ‰ Sydney Grammar

n Social media has been rife with speculation about the well-
being of Catherine, Princess of Wales, since her last public
appearance. When was the last time the princess was seen
(grainy paparazzi images notwithstanding)?

‰ The King’s coronation last May
‰ A polo match last September
‰ The funeral of Queen Elizabeth in 2022
‰ A Christmas service last December

n What annual festival is currently on in Canberra?
‰ Multicultural Festival ‰ National Folk Festival
‰ International Music Festival ‰ Enlighten Festival

n Wearing a glittery pink suit, Ryan Gosling sang I’m Just Ken at
the Oscar ceremony, joined on stage by which legendary
guitarist?

‰ Joe Strummer ‰ Brian May
‰ Slash Jimmy ‰ Page

n American voters are turning away from President Joe Biden
over what issue?

‰ Immigration ‰ Failure to condemn Israel over Gaza
‰ His son’s legal problems    ‰ Soaring cost of living

n The Islamic holy month of Ramadan commenced this week.
What does ‘Ramadan’ literally mean?

‰ The hot month ‰ The ninth month
‰ The fasting month ‰ The month of truth

n Monday was a public holiday in the ACT for Canberra Day.
What is the significance of Canberra Day held on (or near) 12
March every year?
‰ Old Parliament House was opened on 12 March 1927
‰ Canberra was officially named by Lady Denman on 12 March 1913
‰ The Burley-Griffin design for Canberra was announced 12 March 1912
‰ The site for Canberra was announced on 12 March 1908

1. Christchurch; 2. Oppenheimer; 3. Stupid white bastard;
4. Cranbrook; 5. Christmas service in December; 6. Enlighten;
7. Slash; 8. Gaza; 9. The hot month; 10. Canberra was officially
named by Lady Denman, wife of then G-G, at a ceremony on
12 March 1913.
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Answers: 
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Whitehasneverbeenasledge
When Spike Milligan took to the
podium to receive his lifetime of
comedy award the audience com-
prised just about every living British
comedian. As the host was reading a
message from the then Prince of
Wales, now King Charles III, saying
how much Charles had enjoyed the
Goon Show, Spike Milligan quipped,
“the little grovelling bastard!”. The
audience erupted in gales of ex-
tended laughter that brought tears
and hankies to their eyes. But of
course star footy player Sam Kerr
had no such luck with her off-hand,
heard by almost nobody, heated ex-
change with a humourless British
copper.

ForwhomthetollFels
It’s fairly straightforward logic that
essential services for the people
should be owned by the people.
Hospitals, schools, power supply,
public transport, roads and the like
are all vital infrastructure. In most
cases they started out in public
ownership but were sold off a bit
at a time for once-only capital in-
flow to bolster political reelection
chances.  Allan Fels, serial exposer
of fiscal chicanery has released his
report to show, surprise surprise,
that motorists are being robbed
rotten by toll companies. Worse
still, contracts signed by politicians
long  gone to the boardroom have
locked us in for many decades. It’s
possible that no other country on
the planet is as hopeless at provid-
ing for its future generations as we
are. 

Redsatthewatercooler
As all this bleeding of our re-
sources and earned capital accel-
erates unabated ASIO, supposedly
looking after our security, makes a
big deal about catching people
speaking carelessly to foreign ‘op-
eratives’. No names of course, no
disclosed evidence, no chance of a
defence against a mere accusation.
Have the unidentified  ‘traitors’ in
our midst themselves been told or
is it all smoke and daggers?

Onalighterbuttastynote
Did you hear about the new food-
ery opening down the road? It’s
going to specialise in Italian/In-
dian fusion food. The name of the
restaurant is Mamadams.

Community Bank Braidwood is
partnering with Braidwood Golf
Club and First Braidwood Scouts
with a unique fundraising project.
The bank will pay Scouts on the

performance of the golf members

Birdies, Pars and Eagles for
Braidwood Scouts
Nick Fry

on competition days as follows:
LADIES: $10 each par

$50 each birdie
$100 each eagle/hole in one

MENS: $10 each birdie
$50 each eagle/hole in one

The results are updated after
each competition day on a score-
board magnificently made by the
Braidwood Men’s Shed. The
amount is capped at $2000.
Golf Club President, Keith Fer-

guson said, “This is a great initia-
tive by the bank and one that will
assist financially a very worthy
community organisation, the
Braidwood Scouts.”
Braidwood Scouts Leader-in-

Charge, Mal Campbell said “We
are thankful to the Community
Bank and the Golf Club with this
project. Our plan is to have the
Scouts participate in golf lessons
during the year in the hope that
some of them will take it up on a
regular basis.”
Regular updates on the score-

board will be provided in the
Braidwood media and the golf
newsletter plus each time you visit
the Servicemen’s Club you will see
the scoreboard.
Let’s hope the men and women

golfers score plenty of pars,
birdies, eagles and hopefully the
odd hole in one during the course
of the year.


